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PROBLEM. This research identified content and methods used in 37 

current Christian sex education resources to t e ach the topics of 

masturbation, contraception, homosexuality, abortion, and pre-marital 

sex. The analysis sought to ascertain the extent to which these topics 

were covered in the resources, if at all; the direction of stance taken 

by each resource toward each topic; the type(s) of authority cited in 

support of stance; the scriptural passages quoted in support of stance; 

the type of values education approach used, and characteristic themes 

comprising basic content in each of the f ive topics. 

PROCEDURE. Titles for the analysis were identified base d on bibliogra­

phies by SIECUS and the National Council of Churches' Commission on 

Family Ministries and Human Sexuality, with a follow-up s urvey to check 

for possible omissions . The final sample consisted of materials produced 

by or for 1) the Commission's member groups and 2 ) the Roman Catholic 

Church. The investigator's judgments were subjected to tests of inter­

judge reliability, resulting in overall levels of agreement of 76.0 % to 

94 .1 %. 

RESULTS . At least 4 of the 5 topics were covered in most ( 70 . 3% ) of 



the resources . All of the materials di scussed p re-marital sex ; this 

topic exceeded the others in number of sentences of coverage by more 

than 4 times. The resources tended to be accepting of contraception 

by married couples (except for the Roman Catholic material s ); 

divided on the ir stances toward masturbation; disapproving of pre­

marital sex and homosexuality, and ambiguous toward abortion (again, 

except for the Roman Catholic materials). Scriptural references cited 

in support of stances derived primarily from the Old Testament and the 

writings of St. Paul. The type of values education approach used most 

frequently was "Inculcation. " Almost half the resources contained infor­

mation on contraceptives. 

CONCLUSIONS. Most of the resources contained discussion of most of 

the topics . Further research might explore the thoroughness and 

accuracy of this coverage. Recommendations are made for revision of 

the materials. 
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CHAPTER l 

INTRODUC'I'ION 

This study consists of an analysis of 37 sex education curriculum 

materials (for ages junior high school through adult) p ublished by or for 

eight religious groups . Seven of the groups are members of the Commission 

on Family Ministries and Human Sexuality of the National Council of 

Churches (Appendix A). The eighth group is the Roman Catholic Church.* 

The analysis focuses on these resources' treatment of five topics: 

masturbation, contraception , homosexuality, abortion, and pre-marital 

sex. A search of relevant literature has indicated these topics to be 

both 1) central to the field of sex education** and 2) subjects of 

considerable public controversy in this country, probably because of 

the topics' involvement with religious values. 

Several dimensions of the five topics as treated in the curricula 

are studied. First, the extent of coverage given each topic is deter­

mined. Both 1) the presence of any discussion, and 2) the extent of this 

coverage are noted. 

A second dimension involves the overall stance taken by 

the resources regarding the acceptability of each of the five topics 

or practices. The position o r general attitude conveyed by each re-

*The two sets of Roman Catholic materials analyzed are the Education 

in Love series, prepared by the Committee on Sex Education of the Roches­

ter, N.Y., Diocese, and the Benziger Family Life Series, Grades 7 and 8, 

Benziger Publishing Company. 

**The topic of abortion may be viewed as less central than the others 

to the field of sex education. Nevertheless, it is included because of 

its relation to religious concerns and values. 



s o urce on each topi c is classified as "acc epting," "no stance taken/ 

ambiguous ," or "disapproving." The type (s) of authority cited (scien­

tific or religious) by each resource in support of the stance is noted. 

Where scriptural authority is used, each scriptural passage is noted . 

A third asp ect of the study concerns the types of values education 

methods used to teach each topic. A typology of five values education 

approaches developed by Superka (1976) is used to classify the approach 

to each topic used in each resource. These five approaches are: 

1 ) inculcation , 2) moral development , 3) analysis, 4) clarification, and 

5) action learning. 

Finally, a characterization or "composite portrait" of the nature 

of the resource content itself is made. This "portrait" takes the form 

of a list of characteristic statements or "themes" which are found 

most frequently in the curriculwn guides. This anaiysis provides a 

swnrnary of conventional wisdom on these topics--i.e. a catalog of the 

ideas or views which appear most frequently in the materials. 

Rationale 

2 

Religious institutions, as agents of socialization, exert a signi­

ficant influence upon sexual behavior in our culture. Many studies 

suggest links between religious influences or religiosity and sexuality, 

e.g. marital sexual satisfaction (Redbook study, 1975); guilt related to 

sexual behavior (Masters and Johnson, 1974); and sexual dysfunction 

(Masters and Johnson, 1970). In a recent survey (Johnston, 1980), teen-

agers ranked clergy ninth out of the topic 13 sources of influence over 

their personal values and behavior. 



Churches and synagogue s th ems e lves acknowledge this cultural 

i nf l uence and responsibility by their teaching of sex education and 

sexual ethi cs (Nelson, 1978 ). In his chapter in the . report of a 

United Church of Christ study of human sexuality, Nelson states, 

"The church is a moral community dealing vitally with guidelines for 

human conduct and moving toward convictions of the good, the fitting, 

the norm, the ought" (Powers, 1977, p. 24). 

Religious education in sexuality takes many forms and draws upon 

3 

a variety of instructional materials . Vehicles for instruction include, 

for example, weekly sermons , statements by church leaders, encyclicals, 

and resolutions or position statements adopted at church conventions. 

Materials used include not only those produced at church headquarters, 

but also secular materials (Smith, 1978) and materials produced at 

grass roots levels. 

The present investigation focuses on sex education materials pro­

duced by or for church groups' national or regional headquarters or by 

their publishing houses. The churches contacted for titles of these 

materials included the Roman Catholic Church and seven churches holding 

membership in the Commission on Family Ministries and Human Sexuality of 

the National Council of Churches. Most of the titles were procured in 

preparation of a bibliography for the May-July 1980 issue of SIECUS 

Report (Appendix B). 

Little is known about the content of religious sex education mater­

ials on the topics of masturbation, contraception, homosexuality, abor­

tion, and pre-marital sex, or about the values education approaches used 



to t e ach these t opics. Bird's (19 77 ) docto ral s tudy noted the 

p resen ce o r abs e n c e of "value judgments" in Pr o testant s ex education 

c urr i c ula p ublished 1964-73, but did not examine either 1) the con­

tent of these "value judgments" or 2) the educational approaches 

used in teaching them. Bird did, however, note that the "value judg­

ments" in the curriculum materials he analyzed appeared to be p re­

sented basically as "moral preachments" rather than as "reasoned 

ethics." 

An ERIC search revealed no other studies of religious sex educa­

tion curriculum materials. Perhaps this is because religious sex edu­

cation in its present form is a relatively new phenomenon, as is the 

field of sex education--in its present form--itself (Otto, 1978). 

However , curriculum development in the related field of values 

education has received some research attention. A search of the 

values education l iterature yielded a typology of five approaches to 

to values education by Superka et. al. (1976). This typology (incul-

cation , clarification, moral development, analysis , and action) has 

been used to classify numerous purposes, methods and materials in several 

studies of values education (Wright and Williams, 1977; Superka, 1976). 

The present study examines dimensions of religious sex education 

materials regarding five topics: masturbation, contraception, pre­

marital sex, homosexuality, and abortion. These topics have been iden­

tified in relevant literature as both 1) controversial and 2) central 

topics in the field of sex education. 

The controversiality of the topics is we ll known to sex education 

professionals. Four of the topics--homosexuality, c ontraception, 

4 



masturbation, and abortion, are known a mong sex educators as the " Big 

Fo ur " c ontr ove rsial topics (Langway, 1980). A recent large - scal e 

s tudy o f s e x education programs in the U.S . listed "advoc a cy of sexual 

intercourse," masturbation, homosexuality, contraception, and abortion 

a s among those topics which "are clearly the topics whic h have created 

t he greatest controversy in this country" (Kirby, Alter, and Scales, 

19 79 , p. 47). 

Sex educators also consider at least four of these topics to be 

c e ntral to the field of sex education. In the study by Kirby , et. al. , 

a majority of sex educators rated classroom discussions of "the advan­

tages and disadvantages of pre-marital sexual activity," homosexuality, 

masturbation, and contraceptive methods as "extremely important" fea-

tures of sound sex education programs. These four topics were also in-

eluded in most of the twenty "exemplary sex education programs " identi­

fied by the study. 

The topic of abortion was not rated as "extremely important" by 

the sex educators in the Kirby study. However, it was included, along 

with the other four topics*, in Gordon and Scales' chapter, "The Reli­

gious Perspective: An Overview" in their recent (1979) book, The Sex-

ual Adolescent. (Other topics also discussed were "Sex Education," 

"Women in Religion," and "Religious Organizations in the Community.") 

The discussion of these topics in a chapter on "The Religious Perspec­

tive" underscores their involvement with religious values. Hence , a 

study of religious curriculum materials on these topics is parti c ularly 

germane. 

*Gordon and scales used the term , "non- mar ital s e x"-- rather 

than "pre-marital sex"--in their discussion. 

5 



Importance of Study 

This study's f indings are significant to sex education and religi-

ous education in several respects. Its most important contributions 

stem from its documentation o f the c o ntent and metho ds o f U. S . Christian 

groups active in sex education. Uses of this information include; 

1. Definition of· key content areas and me thods in a sub-area 

(religious sex education) of the field of sex education. 

The field of sex education, once limited to basic reproductive 

physiology, has in recent years expanded to include a variety of topics 

(e.g . values, contraception , variant sexual life styles) designed to 

foster in the student a positive, healthy and fulfilling sexuality 

(Otto, 1978). As the f ield of sex education has expanded and changed, 

so too have sex education programs of churches and synagogues (Smith, 

1978). Religious groups have not only expanded their ranges of topics 

but in some cases have reassessed traditional, absolute stands on some 

sexual matters. However, little systematic examination of the nature 

of contemporary church-produced materials has been made. Documentation 

of this type of information contributes to the ongoing task of an evolv­

ing fie ld: definition of key content areas and methods in this signi­

fi cant sub-area of the field . 

2 . Curriculum revision. 

A documentation of coverage, content, and values education approach­

es regarding the five topics can form a backdrop for consideration of 

alternatives . For example , curriculum writers might note that the pre­

dominant method of values education on the five topics is " inculcation ," 

and that very little use is made of other approaches, even those with 

6 



sophisticated ethical content , such as the "moral deve l opment" approach 

b ased on Kohlberg's work. 

3 . Reference for secular sex educators i n e valuati ng a nd defe nding 

their own programs . 

Many sex educators currently face painful dilemmas regarding their 

teaching of sexual values and ethics (Quinn, 1981; Maddock, 1972). On 

the one hand, teachers are under societal pressure to include moral and 

value dimensions of sexuality in their teaching, rather than "just the 

plumbing " of reproductive physiology (Powers, 1977; Moore in Sorenson, 

1973 ; Schulz and Williams, 1970; Rubin, 1969). 

on the other hand , sex educators are often uncertain about what to 

teach , especial ly about the f i ve identified controversial topics (Quinn, 

1981). These topics are often dea l t with inadequately or not at all in 

the home (Sorenson , 1973 ) . A study of Cleveland parents found 

that l ess than 12 per cent of paren ts had discussed pre-marital inter­

course or contraception wi th t heir chi l dren. Some 85 per cent to 95 per 

cent of parents stated they "had never mentioned any aspect of erotic 

behavior or its consequences to their offspring " (Population Education , 

Inc. , 1978 ) . 

When educators attempt to discuss these topics in the classroom , 

however , they are often vulnerable to vigorous attack by religious funda­

mentalists and rightist political groups (Glaser and Kirschenbaum , 1980; 

Chambers , 1977; Maddock , 1972 ) . Thus secular sex educators may find 

themselves in a difficult position when students ask such questions as, 

" Is it okay to sleep with my boyfriend? Is abortion murder? Can you 

help me find out about birth control? Is it okay to masturbate? Is 
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'gay' okay?" 

The findings of this study may provide a reference for these 

teachers in defending certain aspects of their programs. For example, 

if attacked for teaching that masturbation is usually harmless, a 

teacher might cite the present study's findings that a significant 

number of religious groups also take this stance in their curriculum 

guides. 

4. Reference for sex therapists and counselors. 

As has been mentioned, religion can exert a powerful influence on 

sexual behavior. The proposed study provides information on how 

church curriculum writers are handling sexual topics which concern or 

trouble many people. Findings on the stances and curriculum content 

of resources produced by individual denominations may also provide 

insight into possible roots · of sexual dysfunction or religious barriers 

to therapy, e.g. resistance by pre-orgasmic women to masturbation 

exercises (McConnell, 1977). 

5. Reference for parents. 

Americans live in a rapidly changing world characterized by an 

often bewildering array of sexual value systems. At least one study 

suggests that many parents fee l that the sexual rules of their own adol­

escence are irrelevant to the lives of their teen-age children, and that 

they feel inadequate to advise their children in sexual matters (Popula­

tion Education, Inc., 1978). The present study describes the current 

collective wisdom of eight Christian church groups on perplexing issues, 

as expressed in their educational materials, and thus might prove useful 

for parents seeking guidance on these matters. 

8 



Research Quest ions 

The central problem of this study is to examine the nature of con­

ent and values education methods in a group of sex education materials 

produced by or for the eight churches. More specifically, the research 

ques tions for this study are as follows : 

1. What percentage of the curriculum materials deal with each of 

the five topics? 

2. How extensivel y is each topic covered? 

3. What are the stances of the curriculum materials on each topic? 

(i.e. "accepting," "ambiguous/ no stance," or "disapproving.") 

4 . What type(s) of authority, if any, is cited in support of 

each stance (i.e. scientific or religious)? 

s. What specific scriptural passages , if any , are c ited in support 

in stances on given topics? 

6 . What percentage of the curriculum materials use which values 

education approach (from Superka 's typology) in teaching about each topic? 

7. What characteristic statements or themes on each of the given 

topics are present most frequently? 

Definitions 

1. "Christian sex education" refers to courses in sexuality con-

ducted by Protestant and Roman Catholic churches in the U.S. The 37 

curriculum materials studied in the present analysis were produced by 

or for the Roman Catholic Church and seven Protestant churches holding 

membership in the National Council of Churches ' Commission on Family 
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Ministries and Human Sexuality. 

2 . " Sex education" or "education in sexuality" includes 

"biological, psychological, interpersonal," and spiritual aspects of 

the total meaning of being either a man or a woman" (Mace in Schiller, 

1977). Sexuality is "emotional, cognitive, value-laden and spiritual" 

(Powers, 1977, p. 12); thus sex education must deal with such fundamen­

tal issues as "personal value system, life style, self-image, communica­

tion mode, and philosophy about how persons in relationships act 

toward each other" (Morrison and Price in Powers, 1977, p. 206). 

3. "Curriculum materials" or "curriculum resources" are defined 

for present purposes as written materials produced for use in sex educa-

tion courses. Such materials are characterized by stated instructional 

ob j ectives, suggestions for teaching, and learning exercises and activ­

ities. 

4. "Values or moral education" refers to the fostering of a sense 

of pr i ncipled behavior in the l earner, so thats/he "makes judgments 

in terms of universal principles applicable to all peop l e" (Kohlberg, 

1975 50) Or as Gustafson states, "The practical interest in moral 
I P• • 

education ... is to make possible the development of persons who are 

capable of responsible moral action. " Such persons can "accept their 

autonomy ... , their moral accountability for what they do, and (also) 

... accept responsibility for others, for persons to whom they are signi­

f i cantly related, and for the course of events and the states of affairs 

of which they are a part " (p. 14, 1970). 

No common definitions could b e a rri ved upo n fo r t his a na l ysis for t h e 

terms, "masturbation , 
11 

" contra ception, 11 "homosexua lity ," 11 abo rtion, 11 and 
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"pre -mar i tal s e x," because of occasional variations in these definitions 

among the resources. (See discussion of research question #1, Chapter 

III, for synonyms which were accepted as indicative of treatment of the 

topic in lieu of the exact terms.) 

Assumptions 

1. It is important to study sex education because education influ­

ences behavior, i.e. sex education and morals/values education are 

important influences on valuing and ethical aspects of sexual behavior. 

2. The subset of religious sex education curriculum materials used 

in this study yields valid indications of the nature of contemporary 

Christian church-produced sex education materials. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

This chapter summarizes the literature relevant to the present 

study. It begins with a background section on historical and contemp­

orary religious views of sexuality. It continues with a discussion of 

morality, values education, and sex education in a religious context, 

with particular attention to issues involving the five subject areas 

of the study. 

Judea-Christian Perspectives on Sexuality 

A major theme in the study of human behavior is what Meddin (1975) 

terms "the normative-appetite struggle," that is, the ongoing tension 

between the appetites and will of the individual on the one hand and 

the regulatory norms of society on the other. Though the two entities 

are usually in conflict to some extent , the socialization process facil­

itates the bringing about of some measure of fit between them, i.e. 

"helping" members of a society to want what they "ought" to want. 

As a major instrument of socialization, religion exerts a powerful 

influence in the regulation of sexual expression . This section provides 

a brief review of some of the major historical and contemporary dimensions 

of that regulatory function. 

Historically, Judea-Christian perspectives on sexuality have been 

signficantly influenced by the philosophical, scientific, and cultural 

milieux from which they have e manated. For the Jewish people of Old 

Testament times, for example, survival as a race was an ongoing struggle; 

hence their emphasis on the obligations to marry and procreate , to 
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"be fruitful and multiply" (Nelson, 1978) . 

Another example of the influence of the times on sexual attitudes 

is seen in the Old Testament view of non-procreation-oriented ejacula­

tion. As Nelson points out, the Old Testament Hebrews--in a pre-scienti­

fic era--believed that male semen contained " the whole of nascent life, " 

and that the womb provided only an incubation space. Therefore, the 

non-procreational "spilling of seed," as in coitus interruptus, male 

masturbation, or homosexuality, was deemed the deliberate destruction of 

human life. 

However, sexuality itself was not seen as negative . The Old Testa-

ment song of Solomon, for example, celebrates the beauty of erotic love 

between a man and a woman in vivid and passionate imagery. 

The Christian era brought with it interpretations of sexuality 

which many view as markedly negative. While Jesus' teachings contain 

remarkably few explicit statements about sexuality (except to disapprove marital 

infidelity) there is no doubt that the preachings of St. Paul have had 

a tremendous influence toward restrictive attitudes regarding pre-marital 

sex (fornication*) and homosexuality (Powers, 1977). 

Many modern historians, however, note that the sources of negativity 

toward sex were perhaps as much inherited by Christianity as caused by it . 

In his historical review of Judea-Christian perspectives, Nelson (1 978) 

finds some truth in Enslin's comment that "Christianity did not make the 

world ascetic; rather, the world in which Christianity found itself 

strove to make Christianity ascetic" (p. 49) . 

*some theologians point out that in condemning fornication, st . Paul 

was referring not to pre-marital sex per se but to casual, uncommitted 

sexual relationships involving prostitution (Sheek, 1982). 
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McConnell (1977) sees opposing sexual viewpoints within Christianity 

as i nfl uenced by philosophical differences between the dua lists and 

naturalists. The dualists advanced the Greek philosophy of mind-body 

dualism, i.e . that the workings of the mind and spirit were to be 

exalted over the essentially evil nature of the human body and its 

passions (Minor, Myksens, and Alexander, 1971; Cole, 1966) . * 

The dualists believed that the only justification for sexual 

activity was procreation; hence, non-procreational sexual expression 

was frowned upon. The only approved form of sexual activity was inter­

course between married couples; masturbation and any other forms of 

sexual expression, even between married couples, were discouraged 

(McConnell, 1977). 

In contrast, the naturalists (e.g. Have l ock Ellis , Theodore van 

de Velde) viewed human sexuality as a gift from God to be used and en­

joyed in a responsible manner. Rather than restricting sex to its pro­

creational function, the naturalists sought to extend the boundaries of 

permissible behavior to pleasurable but non- procreational sexual 

activities. 

These philosophies survive in various forms to influence contemporary 

religious attitudes toward sexuality. 

Contemporary Religious Views of Sexuality 

Despite the mitigating factors mentioned above , many contemporary 

theologians and religious sex educators hold an essentially negative 

*rt should be noted that early Christianity struggled against 

dualism . Gnosticism, Marcionism, and Manichaeism were among the various 
dualisms explicitly rejected by Second- , Third-, and Fourth- Century 
Christianity (Jodock , 1982 ). 
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view of the Judea-Christian heritage of attitudes toward sexuality. 

Dr. Leon Smith, former National Director of Education for Marriage 

and Family Life of the United Methodist Church, states, "The Christian 

church has been one of the chief contributors to (a) negative attitude 

toward sex. Indeed, we entered this century with a puritanical rejec­

tion of sex, especially sex for pleasure, and continued to condemn sex 

as sin and associated it with evil in human nature" (Smith in Otto, 1978, 

p. 104). 

Similarly, churchman and sex educator William Stayton, Th.D., has 

called for a new "theology of sexuality," stating, "Our present theology 

(of sexuality) is neither relevant nor healthy, and yet it has been in 

use for several hundred years" (Calderone, 1974, p. 126). 

It should be noted here, parenthetically, that many secular sex 

educators share this concern over religious negativity toward sexuality 

and its potential effect on the development of healthy sexual attitudes 

and functioning. Dr. Mary Calderone, former Executive Director of the 

sex Information and Education Council of the United States (SIECUS) ex-

presses this view: "Religion has influenced society over and over again 

to indicate, succinctly and forcefully, that sexual pleasure is under no 

circumstances to be derived from the body of the child who inhabits that 

body ... These early messages create a societal set of mind that has been 

disastrous to the sexual lives of countless individuals since earliest 

Christian times .... It is no longer sufficient for the churches to state 

that 'sex is good' and is 'God's gift to us, '--if they then proceed to 

hem sex in with attitudes and restrictions that prevent its full flower­

ing" (Calderone, 1974, p. 9). 



Other c hurch leaders and sex educators focus more directly on 

the role of religion in human sexual dysfunction. Masters and J o hnson 

(1974) state that it is not the religious orthodoxy itself that can 

c ause problems, but rather the person's interpretation of that ortho­

doxy. Still, they point out, " ... those who internalize their religious 

o rthodoxy in such a way that they interpret sex as sin, and/ or sex as 

less than a natural function, and/or even more unfortunately, sex as 

d irty--these are the ones who later have difficulty with sexual respon­

siveness." (p. 90). 

Masters and Johnson continue, "When one is imbued with the con­

cept of a constant obligation to function professionally as the keeper 

of one's own morality, so to speak, and when this becomes a thing of 

s~ch major import that the appropriate moment for its release is asso­

ciated with a panic-stricken, "What do I do now?" rather than with 'Oh 

boy!' the individual is in deep sexual trouble" (p. 90). 

rt is important to note that no simple cause-and-effect relation­

ship has been demonstrated between religious beliefs and sexual dysfunc­

tion. A Redbook study of women, for example, found a positive correla­

tion between religiosity and marital sexual satisfaction (19 75). 

Masters and Johnson emphasize that relig ion-related sexual dysfunc­

tion is certainly "not i nevitable, e xcept for certain groups of indivi­

duals which at this time it is not possible to pre-identify." They 

spe c ulate that problems of sexual dysfunction may be due to "sensitivi­

ty to the parti c ular (r elig ious) author ity " to which the person i s 

2.6 



exposed , "or t o the way the a u t h ority presented the ma t e rial" (p. 89 ). 

Sexu a lity , Social Change, and Scriptural Interp retation 

While most U.S. religious groups in modern times have held t o 

c o ns ervative sexua l views, recent decades have seen shifts b y some 

theolog i a ns and c hurch leaders in ways of thinking about s e xuality . 

Thes e shifts have been associated with social and technologic al change, 

greater scientific understanding of sexuality and r e productive pro­

cesses, and with changes in methods of biblical scholarship and inter­

pretation . 

Cent uries of soci al and technological change have made the c u l­

ture in which Ameri cans l ive very different from that of the Old Tes­

tamen t Hebrews or the ear l y Christians. The cont emporary American's 

life situation , opportunities , and choices are very different' from 

those of onl y a few decades ago . Su ch c h anges include--to name only a 

few- - advances i n contracept ive techno l ogy, increased social equality 

and career opportunities for women, t h e trend toward later ma rriage , and 

increased divorce rates and social acceptance of divorce. 

In many cases these social changes have been associated with c hanges 

in personal sexu a l values as well . Peopl e's sexual decision-making 

today tends to be moving from a n act-centered t o a more person-cente red 

perspect ive (Stayton, 1978 ; D' Augell i and D'Augelli, 19 77; Rubin, 1969 ). 

Sexu a l ity is increasi ngly viewed as inseparabl e from the e motional con-

tent of h uman relationships . "Man does not merely have sexual relations ," 

states a posi t ion paper of the Luthera n Churc h in Ameri ca; rathe r , "he 

demonstrates his true humanity in p e rsonal r e l a tionships, the mos t 
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i ntimate of whi ch are s exual " (1 9 70). 

Further, the standards f or evaluation of one's sexual behavior may 

b e ~ending toward l e ss concern with adherence to externally imposed 

r ule s, and instead toward greater focus on the "inner person"-­

f e elings, motives, and interpersonal consequences of acts. Many per­

s o ns have become less concerned with upholding traditions than with 

furthering personal/ couple growth (Stayton, 1978). 

An atmosphere of greater choice among ethical alternatives is 

consonant wi t h c urrent trends in biblical scholarship and with think­

ing--by some theo logians--on t h e nat ure of biblical authority. Modern 

methods of h i storical -critical b iblical scholarship t e n d to inter­

pret bibl i c a l i njunctions in v i e w of their c u ltural contexts rather 

than to simply accept them as absolutes for all cul tures and for all 

times . As Edward A. Powers, administrator of the United Church of 

Christ ' s Human Sexuality Study (1977 ), states , " It would be a mistake 

mere l y to t ran spl a n t into the modern world isolated statements out 

of t he con text of t h e New Testame n t a n d thus twist their meanings to 

fit situations quite different from those to which they were originally 

addressed. " "Rather ," he cont inues , "Christians can and should take 

basic bibl i cal convictions and use t hem as resources for discovering 

and cultivatin g those h uman re l ationships that affirm life and love , 

support pers ons , and edify who l esome h uman relationships " (p. 85). 

The cat holic Theological Society of America also affirms this view: 

" ... The Bible should not be seen as giving absolute presc riptions with 
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regard to sex. Specific, culturally-conditioned instructions cannot 

c laim validity for all time" (1979, p. 8). 
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An example of the historical-critical method of biblical exegesis is seen 

in interpretations of St. Paul's apparent condemnation of homosexuality . 

The United Church of Christ study discusses several of the New Testa-

ment passages most often quoted in concerns about homosexuality and 

concludes: 

Each passage, like all portions of scripture, 

should be considered within its particular context as well 

as in the larger context of the whole biblical literature 

and its life setting ... In none of these passages is it the 

author's purpose to try to define particular sins. Rather, 

the purpose of each passage is to cite patterns of undesir­

able attitudes and behavior in the surrounding societies 

where Christians found themselves. In none of the passages 

is homosexuality as such singled out as a special kind of 

sin. Like any other form of sexuality, it is to be consi­

dered in its contemporary context and in light of responsi­

ble human relations, not in terms of the ancient world in 

which the New Testament letters are written" (p. 84). 

James B. Nelson, Professor of Christian Ethics at United Theo­

logical seminary, also discusses homosexuality in his recent book, 

Embodiment: An Approach to Sexuality and Christian Theology. After 

reviewing scriptural treatment of the subject in light of past and 

present understandings of exegesis and human development, Nelson con-

eludes: "I (have come to) believe that nothing less than full Chris-

tian acceptance of homosexuality and of its responsible genital ex­

pression adequately represent(s) the direction of both gospel and 

contemporary research. While full acceptance means a rather sharp 

turning from the majority opinion in the Christian moral tradition 

about homosexuality, I am convinced that it does not mean an ethical 



change f r om the centra l thrust of the gospel. Rather, it means its 

f uller implementation. There are times when we mus t challenge 

s peci f ic moral traditions of our heritage in the light of new empiri­

cal knowledge , new experi ence , and God's on-going revelation" (p. 199). 

A similar acceptance of the controversial practices of pre-marital sex 

and masturbation exists among some theologians. In each case religious 

thinkers are questioning traditional biblical interpretations regarding 

sexuality and are searching instead for the underlying ethic the Bible 

contains to guide contemporary behavior. As Nelson states: 

"The Bible is many books, and it speaks with 

many voices throughout a history that spans more 

than a millennium in time, several worlds in space, 

and countless generations of people. 'The Bible 

says ... ' many different things with many different 

voices in many different ages. It is composed of 

diverse types of literature that yield many variant 

types of meaning, as might be expected. Taken as a 

whole, one finds in the Bible a multiplicity of view­

points rather than a single perspective on human 

life" (p. 31). 

The theologians quoted above do, however, see the Bible as pro­

viding clear guidance toward the underlying (and often difficult to 

achieve) ethic of love which ought to pervade all relationships, includ­

ing sexual ones: 

"While (Jesus) did not spell out many specific 

regulations in the area of sexual behavior, it is clear 

that he emphasized the primacy of neighbor love in mak­

ing moral and ethical decisions (.Mark 12:31; cf. Matthew 

22:39; Luke 10:27) .... The dominant motif of this 

teaching is that attitudes, actions, and relationships 
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are good when they affirm l ove for other persons" 
(Powers, p. 79) . " ... The fundamental ethical prin­
ciple is neighbor love ... and faith working through 
love, meaning, among other things, " covenant faithful­
ness in human relations" (Powers, p. 86). 

In conclusion, it is fair to say that a growing number of 

church thinkers and leaders are dealing with human sexuality 

from a "moral decisioning rather than a simplistically authoritarian 

perspective " (Sheek, 1978, p. 9.). However, viewpoints on biblical 

interpretation regarding human sexuality are far from univocal. 

Scales (1 979 ) summarizes the situation: "Organized religion in the 

U.S. appears to be in a state of flux. While most religious organi­

zations in the 1960's were quick to emphasize the positive force of 

human sexuality, the 1970's have seen rigid and sometimes bitter for­

ces within each denomination battling over the specific interpreta­

tions of such issues as gay rights, contraception, abortion and the 

role of women as clergy" (Gordon, Scales, and Everly, p. 125). 

Sexuality, Science, and Religion 

current religious controversy over sexual ethics stems not only 

from differences in scriptural interpretation, but from the clash be­

tween Victorian ideas of "natural law" and contemporary research data 

on "normal" sexual f unctioning emerging from modern scientific disci-

plines, e.g. medicine, psychology, anthropology (McConnell, 1977). 

As mentioned previousl¼ Victorian thought about sexuality strongly 

emphasized its procreative or reproductive function. The moral code 

associated with this premise rendered unacceptable any behavior not 

requi red for impregnation. This would preclude, then, such practices 
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as masturba tion, contracepted sex, oral sex, homosexuality, non­

coita l c litoral stimulation, and "probably e ven foreplay" (McConnell, 

p . 63 ). McConnell quotes von Krafft-Ebbing (1893 ), a leading propo-

nent of these views: "With opportunity for the natural satisfaction 

of the sexual instinct, every expression of it that does not correspond 

with the purpose of nature--i.e. procreation--must be regarded as per-

verse" (p. 57). 

In line with this, sexuality was thought to be virtually non­

existent in childhood, since children do not procreate. And, at 

"change of life," sexuality was expected to vanish. 

The twentieth century, however, brought a new approach to think­

ing about and studying sexuality. Scientists used methods of empir­

ical observation and other scientific methods to arrive at conclusions; 

their positions were basically neutral rather than colored by alle­

giance to subjectively established moral codes or theories (McConnell, 

1977). 

Kinsey and his associates chal l enged the moralists' belief that 

"normal" sexual behavior was restricted mainly to reproductive behavior. 

Their studies of masturbation and pre-coital sexual expression, for 

exampl e , revealed the near universality of these (non-reproductive) 

prac tices. With the shift from the former standards of "natural law" 

to modern standards of normality came a new definition of healthy sex-

uality. "Normal" behavior was seen as healthy, and abnormal behavior 

in terms of illness (Martin, 1978). 

Scientific and e mpirical observation methods were also app lie d to 

learn of people's problems with sexual expression and t o s e arch for way s 
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to h e lp them, as in the work of Masters and Johnson. Their approach 

e mbodied an implici t valuing of sexuality fo r its pleasurable and 

re l a tio nal--rathe r than strictly procreational--dimensions. 

Perhaps another mark of modern approaches to the study of 

s e xuality is relianc e upon phenomenological-experiential methods 

o f "knowing." Siderits (1978) describes this approach: "The scien-

t ific data against which intellectually sensitive human beings in the 

20th century check their beliefs, religious and otherwise, include 

data f rom their own bodies and contribute to a strong individual aware­

ness." In line with this, Siderits quotes a survey by Coleman and 

others (1975) which suggests that significant numbers of college-age 

Catholics have "rejected several aspects of church doctrine that re­

late to sexuality, while expressing less disagreement with certain 

abstract articles of faith that cannot be examined against the back­

drop of personal experience" (p. 148). 
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Most u.s. religious groups today live harmoniously with science, and 

many leaders in religious sex education affirm the contributions of 

science to thought about sexuality. Edward Powers, administrator of 

the United Church of Christ study on sexuality, expresses this view­

point: 

(In addition to finding "essential theologi c al 
principles related to God's faithfulness and love") 
" ... the churc h (also) needs to e nlarge its wisdom and 
to take into consideration whatever truth God may 
reveal from whatever source, for example, theology, 
sociology, the natural scienc es, philosophy, history , 
or art" (1977, p. 86). 

Dr. Leon smith, former National Director of Education for 



Marriage a nd Family Life of t he United Me t hodist Churc h, a lso 

affi r ms t h e r ole o f s c ienti f ic research in incre asing our knowledge 

of sexuality: 

"When the Kinsey studies were first re­
leased, many religious leaders opposed them and 
tried to discredit them. Today, instead of 
opposing such research, the churches are taking 
definite stands to encourage research in all 
aspects of human sexuality" (1978, p. 89). 

Thus, some Christian educators and social scientists see 

religion and science as bringing complementary--rather than opposing-­

viewpoints to the subject of sexuality. Hickerson and Laramee, speak­

ing of scientific research in moral development, underscore this: 

"Truth affirmed by religious faith and the truth of empirical research 

may be compatible and mutually supportive while retaining their unique 

validity" (1976, p. 14). Smith (1978) quotes the United Methodist 

Church's Book of Discipline, which states that "medical, theological, 

and humanistic disciplines should combine in a determined effort to 

understand human sexuality more completely" (United Methodist Church 
I 

1976, p. 89). 

one important contribution the church can make to understanding and 

promoting healthy sexuality is in the area of moral decision-making. As 

Maddock, in his article on values education, points out, "Insights into 

the dynamics of experience are supplied by the social and behavior sci­

ences, while religion and ethics provide the contents of moral guidance" 

(1972 298) Ideally, the church--in its principled concern for , p. . 

neighbor love--can join with what science tells us about human sexual 

2 4 
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func tio ning to promote more positive and fulfilling sexual relationships . 

Values Education and Religious Sex Education 

One example of the complementary functions of religion and 

science is seen in the contributions values and moral education can 

make to the field of religious sex education. This section summarizes 

briefly the principles and assumptions of the major approaches to the 

field, particularly in terms of their relevance to religious education 

in sexuality . 

Curriculum development in any subject area is based not only upon 

the needs of the learner and the sequential organization of knowledge 

in that area, but also on the values held by society (Burleson, 1976). 

The problem for curriculum development in religious sex education is to 

decide which of a variety of sexual value systems ought to be taught, 

and how. 

As noted earlier, traditional, authoritarian values regarding sex­

uality seem--among some groups--to be giving way to more democratic, 

individualistic value systems (_Chilman, 1979). Several sources cite 

movement in our society away from act-centered rules, to be obeyed un­

questioningly, toward a more flexible set of broad, ethical principles 

to be applied according to the circumstances of the individual situa­

tion (Smith, 1978; McConnell, 1977; Maddock, 1972; Rubin, 1969). 

While some hail this trend toward. "situation ethics" as a step 

toward greater sophistication in ethical decision-making, others view 

it as "little more than a shallow rationalization for greater permis­

siveness, which they condemn as the 'New Immorality"' (Maddock, 1972, 

p. 291). 



Requisite to consideration of the content and methods of values 

education are decisions on instructional goals. What are the desired 

outcomes for religious education in sexuality? To develop powers of 

ethical decision-making? To prevent teenage pregnancy? To inculcate 

''do' s and don'ts?" To facilitate a healthy and fulfilling s e xuality 

(and avoid development of religiously-based or other sexual dysfunc­

tion?) These are only a few possible goals. 

In addition to questions of content and outcomes, there are 

questions of process. Can moral judgment be inculcated or must it be 

developed? what is the role of religious belief as a basis for the 

development of moral judgment? 

As noted earlier, very little research exists on the objectives, 

content and methods of religious education in sexuality. one of the 

purposes of this study is to characterize the present sample of reli­

gious curriculum materials in terms of basic approaches used widely in 

the field of values education (a field which is dominated by secular 

efforts and aimed at many other issues, e.g. citizenship education , 

besides sex education). 

superka et. al. (1976) have developed a typology of values educa­

tion approaches representing five major types of models currently in 

use . Each approach is described briefly below (also see Appendix C.) 

1 . The Inculcation Approach. 

The purpose of the Inculcation Approach is to instill in the stud­

ent certain values which are considered desirable. These values are 

deemed universal and not open to question. The educator sees no need 
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fo r the values to be analyzed or clarified; the need is simply for 

the student to become committed to them. 

2. The Moral Development Approach 

This approach is based mainly on Kohlberg's research on stages 

of moral development. It uses presentation of a moral dilemma to 

the student, followed by a structured discussion period in which 

the teacher--by his/her questions and comments-- attempts to stimulate 

the student to his/her next higher stage of moral development. 

3. The Analysis Approach 

The purpose of the Analysis Approach is to help students use logi­

cal thinking and scientific investigation procedures in dealing with 

value issues. Unlike the moral development approach, value analysis 

concentrates primarily on social value issues rather than on personal 

moral dilemmas. In this approach, the process of valuing is "guided 

not by the dictates of heart and conscience, b u t by the rules and pro­

cedures of logic. " 

4. The Clarification Approach ( "Values clarification") 

The emphasis in this approach is on helping the student become bet­

ter aware of his/her values. The student's total experiential self 

is respected and drawn upon to help him/her clarify these values. No 

"right" or "wrong" answers are given. 

5. The Action Approach 

This approach stresses ways in which students can engage in per­

sonal and social action (for example, community projects) in order to 

actualize their values. It "encourages students to view themselves as 

personal-social interaction beings- -not fully autonomous, but members 

of a community or social system." 
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The approach with perhaps the greatest sophistication and deepest 

grounding in educational and psychological research is the cognitive­

developmental model ( "Moral Development Approach") . As a developmental 

model, it employs an epigenetic paradigm, i.e. that of a gradual unfold­

ing of potentialities, including those of moral development, in the 

individual. It draws upon the work of two renowned thinkers in educa­

tion and psychol ogy , John De wey and Jean Piaget. 

Dewey formulated the three stages of moral reasoning (preconven­

tional , conventional, autonomous) which Kohlberg lat er elaborated and 

researched . Education, according to Dewey, consists of supplying the 

correct conditions to facilitate the learner's movement through these 

hierarchal l eve l s. 

According to Kohlberg (1975) achievement of each of these levels 

is conditional upon achievement of the stages of reasoning formulated 

and demonstrated by Piaget (e.g . intuitive, concrete operational, and 

formal operational stages). Thus, states Kohlberg, "A person whose log­

ical stage i s only concrete-operational is limited to the preconvention­

al moral stages (stages one and two in Kohlberg's schema). A person 

whose logica l stage is only parti ally formal is limited to the conven­

tional moral stages (stage three ) ." 

However , a person can be capable of the logical thinking necessary 

f o r Kohl berg ' s "princip led" stages (five and six) but still not yet have 

achieved them. For example, Kohlberg states, "More than 50 per cent of 

late adolescents and adults are capable of full formal reasoning , but 

only ten per cent of these adults (all formal operation) display 
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principled (stages five and six) moral reasoning" (p. 49). Further, 

one can reason at the principled levels but still not live up to 

those levels in actual behavior. 

It is significant to note the gradual process by which moral 

judgment develops. "Autonomy," declares Kohlberg, "is not born, it 

develops; the autonomous level comes after the conventional. Auto­

nomy will not develop through an education of 'do your thing*," but 

through educational stimulation which leads first to the level of 

understanding the standard of the group and then to autonomy, to con­

structing standards held through reflection and self-judgment" (197S, 

pp. 4 7-48). 

Maddock affirms and impl e ments this principle in his emphasis on 

rule-learning for elementary students: "A major part of learning 

moral reasoning is simpl y comin g to know the rules and recognizing 

their application in particular situations . ... Explanations are im-

portant so that the child is given the opportunity to understand why 

a rule exists and the purposes it serves, even though he may not be 

able to f u lly grasp its rationale "( l972, p. 9). 

Further, religious educators might do well to consider this grad­

ual evolution of moral judgment at more length, Maddock observes: "Eth­

ics, and particularly religious ethics, often have implied only a view 

of the fully-developed, or mature, self when dealing questions of moral 

*Kohlberg views the non-judgmental, relativistic stance of the 

values clarification approach as failing to foster growth in moral 

reasoning. 
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decision and a c tion, ignoring the overall implications of gradualism 

i n moral deve lopment" (p. 293). 

These are some of the considerations in values education which have 

relevance for religious education in sexuality. The use of superka's 

typology in the present study is detailed in the next chapter, which 

describes methodological procedures. 
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CHAPTER III 

METHODOLOGY 

This chapter discusses procedures for identification of the 

sample, data gathering, data analysis, and reliability checks based on 

the seven research questions outlined in Chapter I. 

Identification of Sample 

Titles of materials for the study were obtained largely from a 

"Bibliography of Religious Publications on Sexuality and Sex Educa­

tion" (Part I: Curriculum Materials) by the Sex Information and Edu­

cation Council of the United States (SIECUS) in SIECUS Report, May/ 

July 1980 (Appendix B). This bibliography was based on a December 

1979 survey, conducted by SIECUS, of materials produced by members of 

the National council of Churches' Commission on Family Ministries and 

Human sexuality, as well as of other religious groups , and the reli­

gious publishing houses associated with them. The letters of inquiry on 

which this survey was based are found in Appendix D. 

The Protestant portion of the sample was defined using the criter­

ion of membership in the National Council of Churches' Commission on Fam-­

ily Ministries and Human Sexuality (for 1979 membership list, see Appen­

dix A; for Guidelines, see Appendix E). Thus a few resources by non­

member religious groups--such as the Unitarian and Jewish Reform groups-­

were omitted from the study despite their presence in the SIECUS biblio-

graphy. 

For purposes of the present investigation, several efforts were 

made to check the SIECUS list for possible omissions. First, a follow-up 

letter \Jas sent to the ed .... cational s taff headquarters of each 
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member church group of the NCC Commission membership (Appe ndix F). 

These persons were asked whether the re existed any other s e x educa­

tion materials produced bv their denomination in addition to those 

appearing in the SIECUS bibliography. Those Commission members which 

were not represented at all in the SIECUS bibliography were contacted 

by phone to check for possible omissions. (Only three mernbers--the 

Anglican Church of Canda, the Presbyterian Church in Canada, and 

the United Church of Canada--were not contacted, since the study 

focused only on U.S. churches.) 

To check further for omissions, a few religious curriculum 

libraries, such as Catholic University's Bishop Spence Library, were 

visited. The Benziger Publishing Company was contacted to ascertain 

the titles of its Family Life Series. The Commission on Family Minis­

tries and Human sexuality's own Directory of Resources was checked 

for additional titles. 

The final list of materials in the study numbered 37, representing 

eight religious groups: the American Lutheran Church , the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ), the Lutheran Church in America, the 
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Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, the Mennonite Church, the Roman Catholi c 

Church, the Southern Baptist Convention, and the United Methodist Church. 

For a list of the titles of the resources used in the study, see Appendix G. 

A few of the materials did not meet the usual criteria for curri­

culum guides or resources; for example, they lacked clearly stated 

instructional objectives, a plan or design for sequential presentation 

of units , a list of suggested learning activities, etc. However, they 

were included despite this fact if they were billed by the churc h group 



o r publishing house itself as " curriculum resources" or " sex 

education resourc es. " For example , the entire "Concordia Sex Educa­

tion Series " for the Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod was included 
I 

even though some of the materials might be viewed more as popularized 

books of advice t h an " curric ulum materials " as characterized 

above . This broad definition of curriculum material also permitted 

inclusion of handbooks for parents, a chapter including sex education 

resources from a book on religious education, and a guide intended 

for adult parish workers serving as sex educators. 

Data Gathering and Analysis 

Each of the 37 resource materials was read in entirety. Each 

page in which one of the five topics (masturbation, contraception , 

homosexuality, abortion, and pre-marital sex) was discussed was photo­

copied. To facilitate analysis, relevant passqges were clipped from 

each page and taped to blank sheets of paper. Occasionally, one page 

or paragraph included discussion of more than one of the topics; in 

these cases , duplicate photocopies were made and the duplications noted. 

In a few cases, only certain segments or resources--those concerned 

with relevant age groups--were used. 

Procedures for analysis, based on each research question, are de-

scribed be l ow: 

Research Question #1: What percentage of the curriculum materials 

deal with each of the five topics? 

Presence or absence of discussion of each topic in each resource 

was noted. " Presence of discussion " was defined operationally by the 
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appearance--a t l east once--of the words, "masturbation," "contraception ," 

"homosexua lity," "abortion," and "pre-marital sex," or roughly synono­

mo us terms, i . e. , "sex before marriage," "fornication," "birth control." 

Research Question #2: How extensively is each topic covered? 

The number of sentences devoted to discussion of each topic in each 

resource was counted. When findings were summarized in tabular form, it 

was possible to gain an overall picture or "statistical portrait" of 

emphases in religious sex education curriculum materials, e.g. to deter­

mine whether some topics are covered more heavily than others. 

Research uestion #3: What are the stances of the curriculum mater 

ials on each topic? Each paragraph (or group of paragraphs, considered 

as a whole) on each topic and from each resource was classified by the 

researcher as "accepting, "no stance taken/ambiguous," or "disapproving." 

A measure of the reliability of these judgments was obtained through sub-

mission of a sample of the passages to a panel of judges. These judges 

were experienced in human development and/ or religious education. Per­

centages of agreement were computed. 

A special problem regarding "stance" was posed by the topic of con­

traception, bec ause the ethical issues related to involved not one but 

two issues: 

1) the moral question of contraceptive use by unmarried persons. 

It was decided that this was mainl y a secondary issue, however, emerging 

from the more fundamental question of the morality of pre-marital sex. 

2) the morality of non-procreational sex, i.e. contracepted inter-

course with the intention of preventing conception. Subsumed under this 

question are two others: a) the morality of "family planning," i. e. 

controlling the number and spacing of children, and b) the mora lity 



a sexually active but (by contraceptive choice) childless marriage. 

(A few resources appeared to favor the former but frown upon the 

latter.) 

It was decided that because the first issue, that of the moral­

ity of contraceptive use by the unmarried, was really a question of 

the morality of pre-marital sex, there was no need to duplicate the 

analysis of coverage of pre-marital sex which was already part of the 

study. Therefore, the second question was focused upon: the "right-

ness" or "wrongness" of the use of contraceptives to facilitate marital 

sexual relations virtually free of procreative risk, or--in short--the 

morality of non-procreational sex. (Some Roman Catholics would no 

doubt assert that a third element--use of "natural" methods (e.g. 

rhythm ) to facilitate non-procreative sexual relations-- is missing 

from this discussion.) 

Research Question #4: What type of authority, if any, is cited 

in support of each stance? Each paragraph (or group of paragraphs, 

considered as a whole) on each topic from each resource was classified by 

the researcher by its appeal to "scientific authority," "religious 

authority--scripture," or "religious authority--church teac hings and/ or 

church tradition " (or "No Authority Quoted"). "Scientific authority " 

was defined as "research, knowledge, or expert opinion from the medical 

or social sciences." "Religious authori t y--scripture" referred to 

quotations of scripture from either the Old or New Testament, as well 

as such expressions as "the Bible teaches that ... ," "God's Word say s ... ," 

etc. Religious authority was defined a s "church tea c hing or tradition, 

or expert opinion of church leaders or churc h theo logi ans ," e . g . "The 

h II 

Church has a lways t a ugh t t a t .. • 
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The s tudy 's focus was limited to the authorities invoked in 

clear support of a resource's stand on the morality of the issue. 

Authorities quoted in any related but peripheral contexts were not 

identified. It is worth emphasizing that the resources often con­

tained allusion to scriptural, church, and scientific authority in 

their discussions. However, if a given authority was not cited in 

support of a specific stance vis 1 vis the moral acceptability of 

the topic or practice under discussion, no note was made of it. 

A measure of the reliability of the judgments made was obtained 

after submission of sample of the passages to the panel of judges. 

Inter-rater reliability statistics were computed. 

Research Question #5: What specific scriptural passages , if 

any, are cited in support of stances on given topics?_ 

Where scriptural passages were cited in support of stances, the 

researcher listed the passage, its biblical reference, and the direc­

tion of the stance supported by it. 

Research Question #6 : What percentage of the curriculum materials 

use which values education approach in teaching about each topic? 

The researcher classified material on each topic from each resource 

according to superka ' s typology of five values education approaches. 

A measure of the reliability of classification of judgments was 

subsequently obtained by submission of a sample of the passages to the 

judgment of an independent panel of r aters. 

Research Question #7 : What c harac t e risti c statemen t s or t h e mes 

occur most frequently on each of the given topics? 
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For this research question , mostly qualitative- -rather than 

quantitative--procedures were used. Reasons for this involved not 

only matters of feasibility but also the nature of the research 

question itself. To present a composite portrait of "what most 

of the curricula are saying" about these topics required a degree 

of the researcher's classificatory judgment. Voluminous material 

had to be organized and grouped into possible themes, and then re­

fined or distilled into a list of predominant, recurrent themes . 

No satisfactory method of accomplishing this task or of e n­

suring reliability through standard quantitive methods was found. 

However, Eisner's (1979) philosophy of educational connoisseurship 

and criticism in educational evaluation provided some helpful per­

spectives. While Eisner's concern is evaluation of classroom inter­

action and learning rather than analysis of written curri cular mater­

ials, his rationale for the use of qualitative methodology is rele­

vant to the present problem. 

According to Eisner, educational process can often be evaluated 

usefully by means of "criticism" by "an educational connoisseur. " 

Drawing upon the concept of " critic" in the arts, Eisner defines "cri­

ticism" not as negative appraisal but rather as " the illumination of 

something's qualities , so that an appraisal of its value can be made" 

(p . 191) . 

To be an effective critic, in this sense of the word, requires 

educational connoisseurship, or knowledgeable perception. For example , in 

critiquing or evaluating classroom teaching procedures one "must 

have a great deal of experience with c lassroom practice to be able to 

distinguish what is significant about one set of practices or another. " 
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A second f eature of this model is the importance of the research­

er him/herself in the process of gathering and interpreting data . 

While quantitative procedures emphasize prescribed procedures and 

definition in advance of what shall be attended to, qualitative 

approaches are more open- ended and f lexib l e ; "the investigator or 

c ritic is the major instrument through which observations are to be 

made'.' (p. 213 ). 

For present purposes, it is assumed that the researcher's famili­

arity with the sex education materials qualified her as an "educational 

connoisseur" of such materi_als. Her "criticism" took the form of illu­

mination of important aspects of the materials--that is, the recurrent 

themes. 

With this type of qualitative approach in mind, the following pro­

cedure for analysis of the materials was used: 

l. All passages on each topic were photocopied, as previously 

noted. 

2 _ For each guide, relevant passage(s) were taped to a sheet 

of paper, so as to yield a discrete set of passages for each guide on 

each topic. 

3 _ The researcher studied the first f ive sets of passages, noting 

common themes. Also noted were themes appearing only once which pre­

vious knowledge of the materials indicated to be potentially recurrent . 

4 _ The researcher listed all themes which appeared in more than 

one guide, copying illustrative material just below each theme. 

A ff ade t o ob tain mutual exclusivity of themes 
n e ort was m 

. 
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s. The above process was repeated with the next five sets of 

passages; themes were noted which appeared in the first five sets, 

as well as any additional commonalities which emerged from this 

second set alone. 

6 . The above process was repeated until all passages were 

studied. 

7 . The researcher re-read all passages to check for missed, 

miscounted, or mis-classified themes. 

s . The list of themes was distilled by deleting those themes 

mentioned less frequently. In almost all cases, the minimal limit 

was mention of a theme in two materials, representing two religious 

groups. 
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CHAPTER IV 

REPORT OF THE FINDINGS 

40 

This study consisted of an analysis of 37 Christian sex education 

curriculum materials regarding their coverage of the topics of masturba­

tion, contraception, homosexuality, abortion, and pre-marital sex. The 

investigation focused upon 1) presence of discussion of topic, 2) extent 

of coverage of each topic, 3) direction of overall stance taken by each 

resource on the acceptability of each topic or practice, 4) type of 

authority cited (religious vs. scientific) in support of each stance on 

each topic, 5) scriptural passages used in support of stance, 6) values 

education approach used in presenting the material on each topic, and 

7) a characterization or " composite portrait" of predominant themes 

appearing repeatedl y in the materials regarding each topic. 

This chapter presents a summary of salient characteristics of the 

materials analyzed and details the findings of the study. 

The Samp le 

Thirty-seven printed materials were analyzed (see Appendix G), rang­

ing in format from books and booklets to sets of pamphlets or brochures. 

(In a few cases, phonograph records and filmstrips were found in the 

sets of materials, but these non-print items were omitted from the anal-

ysis.) It was of interest to note the publication dates of the materials. 

The survey on which the sample identification procedure was based was 

carried out in December 1979. Yet 23 of the 37 resources had publication 

dates of 1975 or before, as shown in Table 1. 



TABLE 1 

YEAR OF PUBLICATION 

1966 - 0 1971 - 6 1976 0 

1967 - 4 1972 - 0 1977 2 

1968 - 0 1973 - 6 1978 7 

1969 - 4 1974 - 2 1979 - 5 

1970 0 1975 - l 

8 15 14 

'I'otal Number of Materials: 37 

The implications of the l ength of time many of these materials 

had been in print wi ll be apparent later in this report, when the 

findings on the materials' treatment of such topics as abortion (and 

the " current " status of abortion ' s legality) will be detailed. 

Q_enomina tional Representation 

Eight religious groups were represented in the study. Table 2 

s h ows c: .. o mi national break down o f these gro ups . 

TABLE 2 

RELIGIOUS GROUPS REPRESENTED 

Group 

United Methodist Church 

Roman Catholic Church 

American Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod 

Southern Baptist Convention 

Lutheran Church in America 

Mennonite Church 

Christian Church (Disc i p les 

of Christ) 

Number of 
Materials 

10 

9 

4 

4 

4 

3 

2 

l 

37 
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A detailed dis c ussion of the process by which these groups were 

identified and included in the sample is presented in Chapter III. 

Age Group of Intended Audience 

The sample was limited to age groups ranging from junior high 

school to adult ages. Table 3 illustrates the distribution of the 

age groups of intended audience for the sample. 

TABLE 3 

AGE OF INTENDED AUDIENCE 

Age Group Number of Materials 

Junior High (Grades 7-9) 13 

Senior High (Grades 10-12) 11 

Adult* 7 

"Teenage Youth and Young Adults·" 4 

"Young People" 2 

37 

Presence of Discussion of Topic 

42 

As Table 4-A shows, the topic most frequently counted as "Present" in 

the curriculum materials was pre-marital sex; all 37 resources included 

it. The topics discussed by the next greatest number of materials were 

contraception and homosexuality, with 28 or 75.7 % of the resources dis­

cussing them, followed by masturbation (27 resources or 73 %) and, 

finally, abortion (26 resources, or 70.3 %). 

*Teacher's guides were classified according to the age group of the 

intended student rather than as "adult" materials. 



TABLE 4-A 

PRESENCE OF DISCUSSION OF TOPIC 
(SUMMARY TABLE) 

Number of Number of Materials Containing Discussion of Topic 
Religious Group Materials Analyzed 

Mastur- Contra- Homosex- Abortion Pre-mar-
bation ception uality ital Sex 

United Methodist Church 10 5 8 7 8 10 

Roman Catholic Church 9 5 5 5 5 9 

American Lutheran Church 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 4 4 3 4 2 4 

Southern Baptist Convention 4 4 4 4 4 4 

Lutheran Church in America 3 2 3 3 3 3 

Mennonite Church 2 2 0 0 0 2 

Christian Church (Disciples of 1 1 1 l 0 1 Christ) 

TOTAL: 37 27 28 28 26 
~ 

37 w 
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Extent of Coverage of Each Topic 

Table 5-A (Summary Table) shows the number of sentences judged as 

providing coverage of the five topics. The topic commanding the greatest 

number of sentences of discussion (5,176 sentences) was pre-marital sex. 

In 26 of the 37 guides , it uti lize d a higher number of sentences of 

coverage than any other topic (see Table 5, Appendix H). The topic 

receiving the next greatest number of sentences of coverage wa s homosexu ­

ality, with a total of 1155 sentences , followed by contraception (7 74 

sentences) , masturbation (753 sentences) , and, finally, abortion, with 

550 sen t ences of coverage. (For data on coverage in each of the 37 

resources, see Tabl e 5 in Appendix H.) 

Occasionally, a sentence or paragraph referred to more than one 

topic . For example, the sentence, "Abortion can be a consequence of un-

contracepted pre-marital sex," refers to the three topics of abortion 
I 

contraception , and pre-marital sex. In cases such as t his, the sentence 

was counted once for e ach topic mentioned. The frequency of this type of 

duplication was low, however, and judged insignificant by the investigator. 



TABLE 5-A 

NUMBER OF SENTENCES ON EACH TOPIC 
( SUMMARY TABLE) 

Religious Group Estimated Number Mastur- Contra-
of Sentences in bation ception 

Resource N % N % - - - -

United Methodist Church 17,166 77 .5 200 1. 2 

Roman Catholic Church 10,383 63 . 6 138 1. 3 

American Lutheran Church 5,792 64 1.1 70 1. 2 

Lutheran Ch. - Mo. Synod 8,274 197 2.4 126 1.5 

Southern Baptist Conv. 6 , 634 241 3.6 156 2.4 

Lutheran Ch. in America 6,426 57 .9 44 . 7 

Me nn onite Church 2,769 20 . 7 0 0.0 

Christian Church (Dis- 1,530 34 2.2 40 2 . 6 -c iples of Christ ) 

Totals: 58,974 753 774 

Homosex- Abortion 
uality 

N % N % - - -

285 1. 7 87 .5 

74 -, 166 1.6 • I 

123 2.1 51 .8 

150 1.8 15 . 2 

321 4 . 8 53 .8 

17 3 2 . 7 178 2 .8 

0 0 . 0 0 0.0 

29 1. 9 0 0.0 

1,155 550 

Pr e -mar -
ital Se x 

N % 

2,06 6 1 2 . 0 

375 3 . 6 

45 0 7. 8 

527 6. 4 

993 15. 0 

31 9 5 .0 

367 13. 3 

79 5.2 

5,176 

.i,. 
V1 
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Direction of Stance 

A judgment was made about the direction of stance taken by each 

of the materials toward each of the topics discussed--whether it would 

best be characterized as "accepting," "stance not taken/ ambiguous," or 

"disapproving." Tables 6-A through 6-E summarize these judgments. For 

individual judgments on each of the the 37 resources, see Table 6 in 

Appendix H. 

The topic which r e ceived the greatest proportion of "accepting " 

ratings was contraception; 13 of the 28 resources (46.4 %) which discussed 

the topic were judged to be accepting of the practice.* Of these, five 

Roman Catholic resources accepted the concept of family planning (child 

spacing, planning total number of children), but four specifically re­

jected the use of "artifical" contraceptive methods. 

The topic receiving the next greatest proportion of "accepting" 

ratings was masturbation (6 of 27 covering the topic, or 22.2% ), followed 

by abortion (1 of 26 covering the topic, or 3.8% ). Homosexuality and 

Pre-marital sex received no "accepting" ratings. 

The topic receiving the greatest proportion of "disapproving" ratings 

was homosexuality; 21 of the 28 resources discussing the topic, or 75 %, 

were judged as "disapproving." The topic receiving the next greatest 

proportion of "disapproving" ratings was pre-marital sex (30 or 3 7 cover­

ing the subje~t, or 81.1%), followed by masturbation (11 of 27 discussing 

the subject, or 40.7 %) and abortion (6 of 26, or 23.1% ) . Contraception 

received 4 "disapproving" ratings, from the 4 Roman Catholic r esources 

referred to above. 

*c ontraception was defined i :1 t erms of contraceptive usef no n-procrea­

tional sex , and / or family planning b y married coup l es. 
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The topic receiving the greatest proportion of "no stance taken/ 

ambiguous " ratings was abortion; 19 of the 26 resources (73.1 %) which 

dis c ussed the topic were judged as not taking a stance or as holding an 

ambiguous view about it. The topic receiving the next greatest propor­

tion of "ambiguous" ratings was masturbation (10 of 27, or 37 . 0 %), 

followed by pre-marital sex (7 of 37 , or 18.9%), homosexuality (6 of 

28, or 21.4 ), and finally , contraception (11 of 28, or 39.3%). 



TABLE 6-A 

DIRECTION OF STANCE 
(SUMMARY TABLE) 

MASTURBATION 

Total ---
Number of 

Number of Materials 

Re lig_i_ou~_ Gro_u.E_ Materials Analyzed Accepting Disapproving 

United Methodist Church 

Roman Catholic Church 

American Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Southern Baptist Convention 

Lutheran Church in America 

Mennonite Church 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

TOTAL : 

10 

9 

4 

4 

4 

3 

2 

l 

3 7 

2 

0 

l 

0 

l 

l 

0 

l 

6 

0 

5 

1 

3 

0 

0 

2 

0 

11 

No Stance/ 
Ambiguous 

3 

0 

2 

J. 

3 

l 

0 

0 

10 

Topic 
not 

Covered 

5 

4 

0 

0 

0 

l 

0 

0 

10 

~ 
co 



TABLE 6-B 

DIRECTION OF STANCE 
(SUMMARY TABLE) 

CONTRACEPTION 

Number of Materials 

Religious Group 

Total 
Number of 

Materials Analyzed Acce:eting: Disa1212roving: 

United Methodist Church 10 4 

Roman Catholic Church 9 1* 

American Lutheran Church 4 1 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 4 1 

Southern Baptist Convention 4 3 

Lutheran Church in America 3 3 

Mennonite Church 2 0 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 1 0 

TOTAL: 37 13 

*Accepts concept of famil y planning; takes no stance on 
**Accepts only rhythm or "means that agree with nature." 

contraception 

0 

4** 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Topic 
No Stance/ not 
Ambig:uous Covered 

4 2 

0 4 

3 0 

2 1 

1 0 

0 0 

0 2 

1 . 0 
-

11 9 

.i:,. 
\!) 



TABLE 6- C 

DIRECTION OF STANCE 
( SUMMARY TABLE) 

HOMOSEXUALITY 

Tonal ---
Numbe r of 

Number of Materials 

Religious G_rou.E_ Materials Anal~zed Acc~12tin9 Disa:e12rovin9 

United Methodist Church 

Roman Catholic Church 

American Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Southern Baptist Convention 

Lutheran Church in Ame rica 

Me nnonite Church 

Ch r istian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

TOTAL: 

10 

9 

4 

4 

4 

3 

2 

1 

37 

0 4 

0 5 

0 3 

0 4 

0 3 

0 2 

0 0 

0 0 - --
0 21 

Topic 
No Stance/ not 
Arnbi9uous Covered 

3 3 

0 4 

1 0 

0 0 

1 0 

1 0 

0 2 

1 0 U1 
0 -- - -

7 9 



TABLE 6- D 

DIRECTION OF STANCE 
(SUMMARY TABLE) 

ABORTION 

Number of Materials 

Re l i g i 0\1~ r_O_U_E. 

Toti.al 
Number of 

Materials Analyzed Acc~pting Disapproving 

United Methodist Church 

Roman Catholic Church 

American Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Southern Baptist Convention . · 

Luthe ran Church in America 

Me nnonite Church 

Chri stian Church (Dis ciples of Christ) 

TOTAL : 

10 

9 

4 

4 

4 

3 

2 

1 

3 7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

No Stance/ 
Arnbi.9.uous 

8 

0 

4 

1 

3 

3 

0 

0 

19 

Topic 
not 

Covered 

2 

4 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

11 

Vl 
f-' 



TABLE 6-E 

DIRECTION OF STANCE 
(SUMMARY TABLE) 

PRE-MARI TAL SEX 

Tota l ---
Number of 

Number of Materials 

Religious Group Materials Analyzed ACCEl:Eting Disa:e:eroving 

United Methodist Church 10 0 7 

Roman Catholic Church 9 0 9 

Ameri c an Lutheran Church 4 0 4 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 4 0 4 

Southern Baptist Convention 4 0 2 

Lut he r an Church in America 3 0 2 

Me nnonite Church 2 0 2 

Chri s tian Church (Disciples of Christ) 1 0 0 

TOTAL : 3 7 0 30 

Topic 
No Stance/ not 
Ambiguous Covered 

3 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

2 0 

l 0 

0 0 

l 0 
-

V, 

7 0 N 



Types of Authori ty Quoted in Support o f Stanc e 

In s ome c ases , the stance taken b y a given c urriculum r esource 

toward a given topic was supported b y appeal to "sc i e ntifi c " or "re li-

gious" authority . "Religious authority" was subdivided into "reli-

gious author ity--scripture" and "religious authority --church teaching 

a nd/ o r tradition." 

5 3 

Tabl,es 7-A thro ugh 7-E s how the inc ide n ce of use of these t ypes o f 

autho rity a s quoted in support of stances take n b y the c urriculum r e -

sources. (For data on each individual r e source, see Appendix H.) Of 

the three types of authority , the one most o f ten invoke d in support 

of a given stance was church teaching/ tradition (quoted 34 times), 

followed by scriptural authority (quoted 27 times), and, finally, 

scientific authority (quoted 23 times) . 

The topic for which scientific authority was quoted most often 

t o support a stance was masturbation (12 times); the topics for which 

it was quoted least often were abortion and contraception (not at all). 

The topic for which religious authority--church teaching/ tradi­

tion was cited most often to support a sta nce was pre-marital sex 

(10 times), followed by abortion (8 times), homosexuality (7 times), 

contraception (6 times) and masturbation (3 times). 

The topics for which scriptural authority was quoted most often 

were pre-marital sex (15 times) and homosexuality (9 times); the topic 

for which it was quoted least often was mas turbation (not at all). 



Religious Group 

United Methodist Church 

Roman Catholic Church 

American Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

So uthern Baptist Convention 

Lutheran Churc h in America 

Menno nite Church 

Christian Church 
(Dis c iples o f Christ) 

TABLE 7- A 

TYPES OF AUTHORITY QUOTED IN SUPPORT 
OF STANCES TOWARD TOPICS 

(SUMMARY TABLE) 

MASTURBATION 

TYPE OF AUTHORITY 
(NUMBER OF TIMES QUOTED) 

Scientific 

l 

1 

4 

0 

3 

1 

l 

l 

12 

Religious­
Scrip_ture 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Religious-
Church 

Teaching/ 
Tradition 

0 

2 

0 

l 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

No Stance 
Taken/ Topic Not 

Ambig_uous Discussed 

2 5 

0 4 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

l 1 

0 0 

0 0 

- --
3 10 

No Authority 
_Quoted 

2 

2 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

-
9 

lJl 
,I::> 



Religious Group 

United Methodist Church 

Roman Catholic Church 

American Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Southern Baptist Convention 

Lutheran Church in America 

Mennonite Church 

Christ ian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) 

TOTAL : 

TABLE 7- B 

TYPES OF AUTHORITY QUOTED IN SUPPORT 
OF STANCES TOWARD TOPICS 

(SUMMARY TABLE) 

CONTRACEPTION 

TYPE OF AUTHORITY 
(NUMBER OF TIMES QUOTED) 

Religious-
Church 

Religious- Teaching/ 
Scientific Scrii2ture Tradition 

0 0 0 

0 0 4 

0 0 1 

0 0 1 

0 0 0 

0 1 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 - - --
0 1 6 

~ 

No Stance 
Taken/ Topic Not 

Ambiguous Discussed 

4 2 

0 4 

2 0 

1 1 

1 0 

0 0 

0 2 

1 0 -- --
9 9 

No Authority 
Quoted 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

0 

0 -
1 2 

V, 
V, 



Religious Group 

United Methodist Church 

Roman Catholic Church 

American Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Chur ch - Missouri Synod 

Southern Baptist Convention 

Lutheran Church in Ameri c a 

Mennonite Church 

Christian Church 
(Discip les of Christ) 

TOTAL: 

TABLE 7- C 

TYPES OF AUTHORITY QUOTED IN SUPPORT 
OF STANCES TOWARD TOPICS 

(SUMMARY TABLE) 

HOMOSEXUALITY 

TYPE OF AUTHORITY 
(NUMBER OF TIMES QUOTED) 

Scientific 

2 

0 

1 

l 

l 

l 

0 

7 

... - - ... -

Religious­
Scri_p_ture 

4 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

9 

Religious-
Church 

Teaching/ 
Tradition 

l 

2 

l 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 
-
6 

No Stance 
Taken/ 

Ambi9.uous 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 
--

7 

Topic Not 
Discussed 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 
-

8 

No Authority 
_Quoted 

1 

3 

2 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 
-
11 

U7 
0, 



Religious Group 

United Methodist Church 

Ro man Catholic Church 

American Lu theran Church 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Southern Baptist Convention 

Luthera n Church in America 

Menno nite Church 

Christian Church 
(Discip les of Christ) 

TOTAL: 

TABLE 7- D 

TYPES OF AUTHORITY QUOTED IN SUPPORT 
OF STANCES TOWARD TOPICS 

(SUMMARY TABLE) 

ABORTION 

TYPE OF AUTHORITY 
(NUMBER OF TIMES QUOTED) 

Religious-
Church 

Religious- Teaching/ 
Scientific Scri12ture Tradition 

0 2 1 

0 0 3 

0 0 0 

0 0 1 

0 0 1 

0 0 2 

0 0 0 

0 , 0 0 
- --

0 2 8 

No Stance 
Taken/ Topic Not 

Ambiguous Discussed 

5 2 

0 4 

2 0 

0 2 

2 0 

1 0 

0 2 

0 l 
-- --
10 11 

No Authority 
Quoted 

1 

2 

2 

1 

l 

0 

0 

0 
-
7 

(JI 

-..J 



Religious Group 

United l,ethodist Church 

Roman catholic Church 

Americ an Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod 

Southern Baptist Conve ntion 

Lutheran Church in America 

Mennonite Church 

Ch ristian Olurch 
(Dis ciples of Christ) 

TOTAL: 

TABLE 7- E 

TYPES OF AUTHORITY QUOTED IN SUPPORT 
OF STANCES TOWARD TOPICS 

(SUMMARY TABLE) 

PRE-MARI TAL SEX 

TYPE OF AUTHORITY 
(NUMBER OF TIMES QUOTED) 

Religious -
Church 

Religious- Teaching/ 
Scientific Scri12ture Tradition 

l 4 7 

0 4 l 

l 1 0 

l 3 l 

0 2 l 

0 0 l 

l l 0 

0 0 0 - -- --
4 15 11 

No Stance 
Taken/ Topi c Not 

Ambiguous Discussed 

1 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

1 0 

No Authority 
Quoted 

1 

4 

3 

l 

l 

2 

1 

l 

14 

u, 
(X) 



Scriptural References Quoted in Support of Stance 

A record was kept of scriptural allusions used in the discussions 

t o support stances on the five topics. Table 8 lists these scriptural 

passages as well as the- context in which they were quoted. 

5 9 



TOPIC STANCE 

Masturbation 

TABLE 8 

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES QUOTED 
IN SUPPORT OF STANCE 

SCRIPTURAL 
REFERENCE SOURCE 

No scriptural references were quoted in support of a stance on masturbation . 

Contraception Accepting 
(Contraception, non-pro-
crea tional sex, and/ or 
family planning by marri ed 
couples) 

Matt. 19: 4-6 

(continued) 

- l;t t , ~.;. 

Update on Love, Sex, and 
Life; Pupil's Book (LCA) 
p. 11 

SUMMARY 

Affirms relational 
function of sex, 
apart from procrea­
tional function 

(;I 
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TOPIC STANCE 

Homosexuality Disapproving 

Disapproving 

Disapproving 

Disapproving 

TABLE 8, Continued 

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES QUOTED 
IN SUPPORT OF STANCE 

SCRIPTURAL 
REFERENCE 

Romans 1:26- 27 

11 
•• • on the 

pages of 
your Bible ... " 

Romans 1 

Lev. 20: 13 

Romans 1:24-29 
l Car. 6:9 

(continued) 

~. •.• 't. - • 

SOURCE 

Sexual Integrity in 
Modern Society (ALC), 
p. 22 

Update on Love, Sex, 
and Life, Pupil's 
Book~A), p. 19 

Life ' Can Be Sexual 
(LC- MO:-syn.~44 

Growing l!.E_ with Sex, 
(So. Baptist Convention), 
p. 54 

SUMMARY 

·'Dis:1c,norable passions ... 
unnatural (relations), .. 
shameful acts .. . " 

"You will find homosex­
uality condemned on the 
pages of your Bible, 
where it is often called 
'unnatural lust.'" (Goes 
on to say, however, that 
"This doesn't mean homo­
sexuality is a 'sin,' the 
way killing someone is a 
sin."} 

(God's) "design in ... Scrip­
ture is clearly . . . against 
homosexuali ty ." 

"Perversion .. . " 

" ... Misuse of God-given 
sexual powers ... " 

O'\ 
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TOPIC 

Homosexuality, 
continued 

STANCE 

Disapproving 

NST/ 
Ambiguous 

Disapproving 

TABLE 8, Continued 

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES QUOTED 
IN SUPPORT OF STANCE 

SCRIPTURAL 
REFERENCE 

"The Bible 
say s .. . 11 

Genesis 19 
(Sodom) 

Judges 19 
(Gibeah) 

Lev . 20:13 

Romans 1: 26 
1 Cor. 6:9 

Romans 1:18-32 

SOURCE 

Made for Each Other, 
(Southern Bapt~ 
Convention) , p. 141 

God and Human Sexu­
ality;- (United Meth­
odist Church) p. 99 

Journeys. Leader's 
Book (United Metho­
dist Church), p. 26 

(continued) 

~~ 

SUMMARY 

"The Bible says the prac­
tice is wrong, and f or a 
professing Christian there 
will always be a haunting. 
uncertainty." 

"On the basis of these 
passages, Christians have 
rejected homosexuality as 
evil, sinful, and unnatu­
ral .... But some Christians 
today are re- examining the 
traditional stands .. . " 

"The condemnation of homo­
sexualism found in St . 
Paul's writings . .. is not 
singled out as more heinous 
than other sins ... " 

"Clearly (Paul) sees (homo­
sexuality) as a result of 
sin. 11 

0, 
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TOPIC 

Homosexuality, 
continued 

STANCE 

NST/ 
Ambiguous 

Disapproving 

TABLE 8, Continued 

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES QUOTED 
IN SUPPORT OF STANCE 

SCRIPTURAL 
REFERENCE 

Genes i s 19 
(Sodom) 

Judges 19 
(G i beah) 

Lev. 20:13 

Romans 1:26 
1 Cor . 6:9 

"the Bible" 

SOURCE 

*sexually Speaking- ­
Who Am I? Course 
Design Guide. (United 
Methodist Church), 
p. 58 

Youth Views Sexuality, 
Student Book. (United 
Methodist Church), p. 
78- 79. 

SUMMARY 

" On the basis of these 
passages, Christians have 
rejected homosexuality as 
evil, sinful, and unnatur­
ral .... But some Christians 
today are re- examining the 
traditional stands . . . " 

"The condemnation of homo­
sexualism found in St. Paul's 
writings . .. is not singled 
out as more heinous than 
other sins ... " 

"One does not have to go 
back to the Bible to find 
homosexuality condemned; 
homosexual acts among con­
senting adults is still a 
felony in forty- nine of 
the fifty states." 

*Quotes extensively from God and Human Sexuality (see previous page) . 

(continued) 

0, 
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'l'OPIC 

Abortion 

STANCE 

NST/ 
Ambiguous 

NST/ 
Ambiguous 

TABLE 8, Continued 

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES QUOTED 
IN SUPPORT OF STANCE 

SCRIPTURAL 
REFERENCE 

"The Bible 
says .. . 11 

Exodus 20:14 

(continued) 

SOURCE 

Journeys. Student 
Book. (United 
Methodist Church), 
p. 40 

Journeys. Leader's 
Book. (United 
Methodist Church) , 
p. 26 

SUMMARY 

(Case study of pregnant 
unwed teenager who wants 
an abortion:) "The parents 
disagree .... the father 
angrily says, ... the Bible 
says, 'Thou shalt not 
kill,' and abortion is 
killing. The young man 
answers, 'We've thought a 
lot about that. But I 
believe that that commandment 
only applies to human beings. 
A fetus isn't a human being. 
. . . This isn't murder . " 

"'Do not murder ' is the best 
translation of this. Murder 
refers to the planned and 
unjust killing of another 
human being. In biblical 
times this would have referred 
to a fetus because it was then 
thought that the male sperm 
carries a miniature human being 
into the womb, where it lives 
and gathers size and strength 
for survival in the outside 
world. Abortion, in those 

0' 
,i:,. 



TOPIC 

Abortion, 
continued 

Pre-marital Sex 

STANCE 

Disapproving 

Disapproving 

Disapproving 

Disapproving 

Disapproving 

TABLE 8, Continued 

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES QUOTED 
IN SUPPORT OF STANCE 

SCRIPTURAL 
REFERENCE 

I Thess. 4:3-6 

Matt. 5: 28 

11 God' s ... word" 

"the Old Testament" 

"the Apostle 
Paul ... '' 

(continued) 

SOURCE SUMMARY 

terms, would have been murder. 
That moral dP.cision rests on 
primitive science. We now know 
conception occurs differently, 
and we are obliged to determine 
at which point a fertilized egg 
becomes a human being." 

Sexual Integrity St. Paul speaks against fornica­
in Modern Society cation. 
(ALC), p. 9 

Take the High 
Road (L.C.-Mo . 
Syn.),p.67 

Life Can Be 
Sexual (L .C.-Mo . 
Syn.), p. 57 

Christian View of 
Sex Education, 
pp . 24-25 

Love and Sex are 
Not Enough . Text. 
(Mennonite), pp . 
77 -78 

Jesus' statement about the lust­
ful look (i.e., "wrongfully di­
rected sexual desire") 

Save intercourse for marriage. 

"There was one basic restric­
tion (in the Old Testament ), as 
might be expected. Sexual de ­
sires should find satisfact ion 
only within marriage . Adultery, 
fornication, prost i tution , and 
the various sex perversions were 
forbidden." 

" . .. admonishes Christians to 
avoid forn i cat i on " 

(j\ 
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TOPIC 

Pre- marital Sex, 
continued 

STANCE 

Disapproving 

Disapproving 

Disapproving 

Disapprov ing 

· Disapproving 

Disapproving 

TABLE 8, Continued 

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES QUOTED 
IN SUPPORT OF STANCE 

SCRIPTURAL 
REFERENCE 

"agains t God's 
laws" 

Ephesians 5:13 

11 Commandment 11 

"Commandment" 

I Car. 6:18 

11 basic to 
biblical 
thought" 

SOURCE 

A Whole Person, 
St udent Text 
(Roman Catholic) 
p. 58 

A Whol e Per s on, 
Fami l y Handbook 
(Roman Catholic), 
p. 24 

Education in Love, 
Parent's Handbook 
(Roman Catholic), 
p. 27 

Education in Lov e, 
Teacher's Guide, 
Grades 1-8 (Roman 
Catholic), p. 27 

Made for Each Other, 
(So. Baptist), p. 80 

Teaching Your Chil­
dren About Sex (So. 
Baptist), p. 109 

(continued) 

SUMMARY 

"As a ·Christian, you know 
also that such actions are 
morally wrong . They are 
against God's laws." 

The "intimate nature of the 
marriage relationship." " ... 
such intimate sexual expression 
is responsibly used within 
marriage . 0 

"Commandment. .. which out line(s) 
our obl igations to others." 

"Commandment ... which outline(s) 
our ob ligations to others." 

"warn(s) against fornication" 

" ... the spritual and psycholog­
ical values of maintaining this 
positiop (of reserving sexual 
relations for marriage) are 
bas i c to biblical thought" 

O'\ 
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TOPIC 

Pre-marital Sex, 
continued 

STANCE 

NST/ 
Ambiguous 

Disapproving 

Disapproving 

Disapproving 

TABLE 8, Continued 

SCRIPTURAL REFERENCES QUOTED 
IN SUPPORT OF STANCE 

SCRIPTURAL 
REFERENCE 

Galatians 5:13-25 

Exodus 20:14 

Matt. 5:27-30 

I Cor. 6: 12- 20 

I Cor. 3:16-17 

SOURCE 

The Bible and the 
Body, Leader's 
Guide (United Meth­
odist Church), pp. 
20-22 

God and Human 
Sexuality (United 
Methodist Church), 
pp. 68-70 

Journeys, Leader's 
Book (United Meth­
odist Church), p. 
26 

Sexually Speaking-­
Who Am I? Student 
Book (United Metho­
dist Church), p. 65 

SUMMARY 

St. ' Paul lists activities 
"considered to be of the 
sinful sort," including 
fornication. 

"misuse of sexuality" 

St. Paul speaks against 
promiscuity 

Paul speaks of humans' 
bodies as "God's temple." 

0\ 
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Pr edominant Values Education Approach 

After each curriculum material's stance toward each topic was 

determined, a judgment was made about the values education approach used 

t o present the topical material. While it originally seemed reasonable 

to assume that at least one example of each approach in Superka's typology 

would appear, this did not turn out to be the case . Almost all of the 

curriculum resources were rated as taking the "Inculcation Approach" 

toward each of the topics discussed. The only excep_tions were found 

in a few materials whi di used the "Clarification Approach . 11 Table 9 

illustrates these findings. (For data on each of the 37 resources, see 

Table 9 in Appendix H.) 

* nsisted mostly of factual , descriptive narrative 

Some excerpts co 
. . ' 

. tent These excerpts were classified as "Inculcatio n" 

with l ittle values con · . , . . . 

d the writers point of view (albe it a fa c tual point f 

because they expresse 
h ,, . o 

. h ere seen as closer tote Inculc ation Approach" than t 

view) and thus t ey w 
o 

any o t her. 



TABLE 9-A 

PREDOMINANT VALUES EDUCATION APPROACH 
( SUMMARY TABLE) 

I= Inculcation Approach 

Reli9_iorn3 Group 
Number of 

Materials Analyzed 

United Methodist Church 

Roman Catholic Church 

American Lutheran Church 

Lutheran Church - Mo. Synod 

Southern Baptist Convention 

Lutheran Church in America 

Mennonite Church 

Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) 

TOTAL: 

10 

9 

4 

4 

4 

3 

2 

1 

37 

Mastur­
bation 
I C 

3 0 

5 0 

4 0 

4 0 

4 0 

1 0 

2 0 

1 0 

24 0 

Contra­
ception 

I C 

3 1 

5 0 

2 0 

2 0 

3 0 

3 0 

0 0 

0 0 

18 1 

C = Clarification Approach 

Homosex­
uality 

I C 

4 2 

5 0 

3 0 

4 0 

3 0 

2 1 

0 0 

0 1 

21 4 

Abortion 

I C 

1 2 

5 0 

2 0 

2 0 

2 0 

0 2 

0 0 

0 0 

11 2 

Pre-mar­
ital Sex 

I C 

4 5 

9 0 

4 0 

4 0 

4 0 

2 0 

2 0 

0 1 

25 6 

(For greater detail, see Table 9, Appendix H.) 
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\.0 



Qi scuss ion of Contraceptive Methods 

I t was of interest to note the incidence of discussion of 

spec i f ic c ontraceptive methods in the curriculum materials, as well 

as the types of contraceptives described. About half (18) of the 

3 7 guides discussed contraceptive methods (for data on individual re­

sources, see Table 10, Appendix H). As Table 10- A (Summary Table) 

illustrates, the types described by the greatest number of resources 

Were the condom and the oral contraceptive (in 12 resources each), 

followed by the rhythm method (9 resources) and the diaphragm and 

chemical substances/foam (8 resources each). The intra- uterine device 

(IUD) was mentioned in only 6 ma t eri als. 
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TABLE 10-A 

DISCUSSION OF CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS* 
(SUMMARY TABLE) 

RELIGIOUS GROUP 

United Methodist Church 

Roman Catholic church 

American Lutheran church 

Lutheran Church -
Missouri Synod 

Southern Baptist 
Convention 

Lutheran Church in 
America 

Mennonite Church 

Ch · ristian Church 
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Re liability 

To t e st the reliability of the ratings in Tables 6 7 and g 
, , , a 

s ample of the excerpts from each table was submitted to fo ur judges. 

These judges had backgrounds in human development and/ or r eligious 

education. The investigator's judgments for Table 6 (Direction of 

Stance) were replicated by two judges, with an overall perce ntage of 

agreement of 81.9%. Judgments for Table 7 (Type of Authority Cited 

in Support of stance) and Table 9 (Values Education Approach Used) 

were replicated by one judge each, with overall percentage agreements 

of 94.l and 76.0, respectively. 
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MASTURBATION 

DIRECTION OF STANCE* 91. 7 
(N=6) 

TYPE OF AUTHORITY 100.0 
CITED IN SUPPORT (N=4) 
OF STANCE 

VALUES EDUCATION 75.0 
APPROACH USED (N= 4) 

(N = Nwnber of e xcerpts judged) 

TABLE 11 

INTER-JUDGE RELIABILITY 

PERCENTAGE OF AGREEMENT 

CONTRACEPTION HOMOSEXUALITY 

92.9 91. 7 
(N=7) (N=6) 

100.0 83.3 
(N=4) (N=6) 

50.0 100.0 
(N=4 ) (N=6) 

Ab OR':::' I ON 

66. 7 
(1'1=6) 

66. 7 
(i.1= 3) 

3 3 . 0 
(N= 3) 

*Th e two judges agreed with one another in 26 of 34 or 76 % of c ases. 

PRE-MARITAL 
SEX 

66 .7 
(N=9) 

100 .0 
(N= 8) 

87. 5 
(N=8) 

OVERALL 
% OF 

AGREEMENT 

81. 9 

94. 1 

76 . 0 
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Theme s 

The collective thinking of the s e x education c urriculum 

writers in this study represented a broad range of views regard­

ing the f ive topics. However, certain generalizations or "themes" 

appeared with striking frequency, in one material after another. 

These commonalities or themes provide an overall portrait of the 

materials' emphases and assumptions about the five topics. 

For each topic, the major themes are listed first, followed 

by the others, in order of descending frequency. Two indications 

of frequency are given: 1) the total number of curriculum mater­

ials in which the theme appeared at least once, and 2) the total 

number of religious groups represented by the curriculum materials 

in (1). Thus, if a theme appeared in three Methodist materials and 

one Lutheran church - Missouri Synod material, the total number of 

g uides in whi ch it appeared would be fo ur , and the numbe r of groups 

represented would be two. The reader is reminded that the study 

used a total of 37 curriculum materials from a total of eight 

groups. 

74 

The 18 themes on masturbation center on concerns about phys i cal 

effects (none); gender differences; myths; emotional and interpersonal 

effects, both beneficial and negative; and the morality of the practice . 

The 8 themes on contraception center on affirmation of freedom of couples 

to limit family size; affirmation (in most cases) of non-procreational 

marital sex; the use of the condom to avoid venereal disease; and the 

' b ' l ' t of teenagers to practice contraception if they 

responsi ii y 



e ngage in pre-marital sexual intercourse. Lesser themes stress the 

rhy thm method as the only acceptable means of contraception, frown upon 

childle ssness, and advise medical consultation in choosing a contra­

ceptive method. 

The 22 themes on homosexuality focus on such areas as causes of 

homosexuality (unknown); the normality of some degree of attraction to 

Persons of one's own gender, especially in adolescence; disapproval of 

the practice; the need to treat homosexuals with love and sympathy; the 

wrongful social discrimination to which homosexuals are subject; and 

the advisability of getting psychological help upon discovery of homo­

sexual tendencies. 

Of the 12 themes on abortion, the most frequent differentiate 

abortion from miscarriage, warn of the danger of self-induced/non-medical 

abortions, and express moral stances on the practice. Moral considera­

tions also comprise major portions of the 30 themes on pre-marital sex, 

together with possible negative consequences of the practice and the im­

portance of resisting temptation. 

For a thorough and more detailed discussion of the themes than space 

allows in this summary, the reader is encouraged to refer to Chapter 5 _ 

For documentation of the exact source and page number of each theme, as 

Well as the church with which the given resource is associated, see Appendix 

H. 
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~turba ti o n 

THEMES 

(SUMMARY) 

( 2 7 o f the 37 resources discussed masturbation.) 

1 . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Theme 

Boys are more likely to masturbate 

than girls. 

Masturbation does not cause any 

Physical harm . 

Many myths about masturbation exist. 

Masturbation is a common practice 

among young people. 

Masturbation can be beneficial. 

Emotional damage may result from feelings 

of shame and guilt about masturbation. 

7. Masturbation may produce unnecessary 

feelings of guilt and anxiety among 

adolescents. 

8. 

9. 

lo. 

11. 

12 . 

13. 

Masturbation may be an indication of 

emotional immaturity. 

Parents should not punish the child 

for masturbating . 

The practice of masturbation can be 

lessened by cultivation of wider interests 

and activities and/ or the avoidance of 

excessive erotic stimulation. 

Children learn to explore their bodies 

at a very early age. 

The practice of masturbation indicates 

an emotional problem. 

Masturbation is wrong. 

14 · Sex is intended to bind human being s 

t o one another in relationship rather 

than for solitary p leasure. 

# of materials 

containing 

this theme 

13 

13 

11 

8 

5 

5 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

# of 

Groups 

Represented 

7 

6 

7 

5 

4 

3 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 
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1 5 . 

16 . 

1 7 . 

18 . 

--

Theme 

Mas turba ti o n may b e deleterious t o 

inte r pe r s ona l soci a l / sexual 

a d j ustment. 

Masturbation is a stage or phase 

of develop ment. 

One need not worry about masturbating 

"excessively ." 

The a ccepting attitudes which have 

developed in reaction to repressiveness 

about masturbation have gone to the 

opposite extreme . 

~traception 

# of materials 

containing 

this theme 

3 

3 

2 

2 

(28 of the 37 resources discussed contraception . ) 

l. The freedom for couples to limit 

family size i s affirmed . 

2. 

3. 

4. 

s. 

6 . 

7. 

8. 

Re la ti onal/ non-procrea ti ona·l sex 

is affirmed. 

Condoms are effective in preventing or 

lessening the spread of venereal 

disease . 

Teenagers who e n gage in pre-marital sex 

have a n ethical responsibility to use 

contraception . 

Pregnancy is a possible consequence of 

sexual activity despite contraceptive use. 

The only acceptable method of contraception 

is the rhythm method . 

Child l essness , in some cases , is not 

affirmed. 

Medical consultation is advisable when 

choosing a contraceptive method. 

7 

5 

4 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 
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# of 

Groups 

Represen t ed 

3 

2 

2 

2 

4 

4 

4 

2 

2 

l 

2 

2 
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( 28 o f the 37 resources discussed homosexuality) . 

1. 

2. 

Theme 

The cause(s) of homosexuality are 

Unknown or not fully known. 

It is normal for young persons to 

experience a period- -as part of the 

growing up process- -in which they are 

attracted to members of their own sex. 

3. Christians should treat homosexuals with 

love and understanding , not ridicule. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

It is normal to be attracted to the membe r s 

of one ' s own sex to some degree. 

Feelings, actions , or appearance a t ypical 

of one's traditional sex role are not 

indications of homosexual ity . 

Having homosexual experience(s ) in 

adolescence does not necessarily mean that 

0 ne will become permanently homosexual. 

Homosexuals often have many positve attributes , 

apart from their homosexuality . 

Homosexuality is not endorsed or recommended . 

Homosexuals are often (wrongfully) harshly 

treated and discriminated against . 

lo. Homosexuality is a psychological problem 

13. 

15. 

or illness. 

Homosexuality is wrong or sinful . 

Young persons experiencing homosexual 

inclinations or temptations should seek 

adult or professional help. 

Homosexuality is more common among men 

than women . 

Homosexuality may stern from lack of 

confidence in one ' s masculinity or 

femininity. 

Society should not interfere in the sexual 

behavior of freely consenting adults in p ri vate . 

# of materials # of 

Groups 

Rep resented 
containing 

this theme 

13 

11 

8 

7 

7 

7 

6 

6 

5 

5 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

7 

6 

4 

5 

5 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 



Theme 

16. 
Homosexuals do not choose their 

homosexuality. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

God forgives homosexual activity. 

Homosexuality has existed through 

history. 

It is a myth that homosexuals 

attack children. 

Homosexuals can be poor marriage risks . 

Adolescent same-sex attractions which become 

too exclusive and involve physical 

endearments suggestive of sexual 

involvement are unhealthy . 

Many homosexuals of both sexes marry 

(the opposite sex), but still remain 

homosexuals in their desire . 

# of materials 

containing 

this theme 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

( 26 of the J 7 resources guides discussed abortion . ) 

1. 

3, 

s. 

6. 

7. 

8 . 

Abortion which happens spontaneously is 

called miscarriage, 

Self-induced or other non-medical or illegal 

abortions are dangerous. 

A consideration in abortion is when human 

life begins, 

The Church considers abortion to be wrong, 

Abortion is a serious (.moral2 matter, 

Some people feel that abortion is the taking 

of a life. 

Abortion is now legal. 

The expectant mother ' s life and rights 

should be considered as well as those 

of the fetus. 

9. The option of leqal abortion is supported 

7 

6 

5 

5 

4 

4 

4 

3 2 
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# of 

Groups 

Represented 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

5 

4 

4 

l 

4 

3 

3 



Theme 

# of ma t e ri a l s 
conta ining 
this theme 

80 

# of 
Gr o ups 

Represente d 

Abort i on (continue d) 

10 . 

11 . 

1 2 . 

De cisio ns a bout abortion should be made 
i n c o n s ultation with counselors or 
pastors. 

Abo rtion should not be a substitute 
f or other birth control means. 

In our society, youth are confronted with 
a wide diversity of opinion on abortion. 

3 

3 

2 

Pre-marital Sex 

1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8 . 

9. 

lo. 

(Discussion of pre-marital sex was found in all 3 7 reso urces.) 

1 8 
Pre-marital sex is wrong. 

Sexual intercourse within marriage is 

affirmed. 

tove means having the other person ' s 
ultimate welfare in mind, rather than 
necessarily exercising one ' s inclination 
toward sexual intercourse. 

Pre-marital sex involves the danger of 

pregnancy. 

The wrong of exploiting others is a 
danger in sexual relationships. 

Petting is dangerous because control 

is easily lost . 

Pre-marital sex may have serious negative 
effects on the personality. 

Generally the male is more easily aroused 
and/or reaches the limits of his self­
control sooner than the female-

Teenagers are often pressured toward 
sexual activity in order to "prove 

their love. " 

Not all pre-marital sexual expression/ 

response is sinful-

13 

11 

9 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

6 

2 

2 

2 

7 

5 

6 

5 

6 

4 

6 

4 

4 

4 

I ' 
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11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

Theme 

Pee r p ressure toward pre-marital sex 
should be resisted . 

standards for sexual behavior should be 
set before the date, because there is a 
point during petting at which conscious 
control can easily be lost. 

A dating co uple should balance their 
mutua l sexual interest with other 
interests and activities. 

Pre-marital sex can make sexual 
adjustment in marriage more difficult . 

It is unwis e to assume that pre-marital 
~ntercourse will prove whether a couple 

1 5 compatible or not. 

If a sexual mistake has been made, 
it need not be repeated. 

The "double standard" fo r male and female 

behavior is wrong. 

The automobile has contributed to a more 
(pre-maritally) permissive society. 

# of materials 
containing 
this theme 

6 

6 

5 

5 

5 

5 

4 

4 

The extent of a couple ' s sexual involvement 
should be appropriate to the degree of their 4 

mutual commitment. 

God forgives sexual sins, including that of 

pre-marital sex. 

Medical science's advancements in the 
treatment of venereal disease have removed 
or lessened fear of infection, and thus a 
traditional restraint on sexual behavior . 

Contraception has made pre-marital sex 

"safer" than before. 

Sexual behavior which exploits another 

person is unethical. 

It is a mistak e to use pre-marital 
intercourse to try to gain popularity. 

A co up l e 's sexual behavior affects others 

besides thems e l ves. 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

81 

# of 
Groups 

Represented 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

4 

3 

3 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 



26. 

27. 

28. 

29 . 

30. 

Theme 

Four major pre-marital standards exist 

in Ameri can socie t y today. 

The assumptions of Playboy magazine are 

sexually exploitive. 

Adoption is an option for dealing with 

an unwanted pregnancy . 

Pre- marital sex may have serious negative 

effects on a couple ' s relationship . 

A serious drawback of going steady is that 

it may lead to over-familiarity . 

# of materials 

containing 

this theme 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

82 

# of 

Groups 

Represented 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 



CHAPTER V 

DISCUSS I ON, SUMMARY, AND CONCLUSIONS 

DISCUSSION 

In Chapter I, the five topics under investigation were identified 

as both central to the field of sex education and also 
as controver-

sial, largely because of their involvement with ethical/religious val-

ues. This chapter presents a summary of how the five topics are 

treated by the curri· culum materials in the study. Each to · · 
. pie is re--

Viewed in light of the research questions, the religious and educa-

tional issues suggested by the review of literature, and the findings 

Yielded by the study. 

~turbation 

The majority of the materials (27 of 37, or 73.0%) discussed the 

topic of masturbation. However, this topic did not receive as much 

coverage in terms of number of sentences as did pre-marital sex, homo­

sexuality or contraception; at 753 total sentences its coverage ex­

ceeded only that of the topic of abortion. 

Less than one-half of the guides which discussed masturbation--

11--were judged as disapproving of the practice; many (10) were rated as 

"no stance taken/ambiguous," and 6 were judged as "accepting." 

The type of authority quoted most often to support a given stance 

on masturbation was "scientific" (in 12 cases.) Authority involving 

church teaching or tradition on a stance for masturbation was quoted in 

only 3 materials, 2 of them Roman Catholic . In no case was scripture 

quoted to support a stance. 

The values education ap · proach used was " Inculcatio n" i· n every 
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case . 

The theme on masturbation which appeared most often pointed out 

that "Boy s are more likely to masturbate than girls" (13 materials from 

7 groups). The same number of resources reassured students that "Mas-

turbation does not cause any physical harm" (13 mate rials, 6 groups). 

Several materials also pointed out that "Many myths about masturbation 

exist" (11 materials, 7 groups). 

The remaining themes could be seen as advising either a stern 

or an accepting approach to masturbation. Stern or disapproving 

themes included (in order of descending frequency): "Masturbation 

may be an indication of emotional immaturity" (4 materials, 3 groups); 

"The practice of masturbation can be lessened by cultivation of wider 

interests and activities and/or the avoidance of excessive erotic 

Stimulation" (4 materials, 3 groups); "The practice of masturbation 

indicates an emotional problem" (4 materials, 2 groups) ; "Masturba­

tion is wrong" (4 materials, 2 groups); "Masturbation may be deleter­

ious to interpersonal social/sexual adjustment (3 materials, 3 groups); 

"Sex is intended to bind human beings to one another in relationship 

rather than for solitary pleasure" (3 materials, 3 groups); and "The 

accepting attitudes which have developed in reaction to repressiveness 

about masturbation have gone to the opposite extrerr.e" (2 materials, 

2 groups). 

More accepting themes included (in order o f descending frequency): 

"Masturbation may produce unnecessary feelings of guilt and anxiety 

among adolescents" (4 materials, 4 groups); "Parents should not 

Punish the child for masturbating" (4 materials, 4 groups); 
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"M 
a sturbation is a stage or phase of development" (3 materials 

' 

2 
g r o ups); and "One n e e d not worry abo ut masturbating ' e xcess i ve l y '" 

(2 materials, 2 groups). 

Of the 10 materials which did not discuss masturbation, 3 were 

leader's guides with corresponding student books which did discuss 

masturbation. Of the remaining 7 guides, 4 were produced for use by 

Roman Catholics. There was evidence in the Roman Catholic materials 

of a view that teaching about, masturbation might stimulate young 

minds to experiment with a practice they might not otherwise have dis­

covered, or at least not discovered until later. 

The Education in Love Teacher's Guide for Grades 1-8, for exam­

ple, advises teachers to "bear in mind the stresses of the following 

sources: 

'The time that this period (when masturbation impul­

ses take place) occurs , and its duration , may vary by 

three to four years, indicating that the masturbation 

situation can differ greatly in individuals of the same 

age .... A brief factual orientation may be of help to 

many students who have problems of this sort. On the 

other hand , an unfortunately worded talk may be harmful 

both to the children and the teacher .... Thus the treat­

ment of the masturbation problem is fraught with dangers . 

... Should the masturbation problem be treated too soon , 

it may even act as a provocation .. .. A discussion of mas­

turbation should not be considered an absolute element 

in the orientation that all students are given ... once 

they enter grade 7.' 
What Shall I Tell My Child: The 

Scandinavian Sex Education System 

(Crown: N. Y. , 1966), pp. 42-43. 

'In the case of girls, the connection between mastur­

bation and physical maturity is less direct (than in boys). 

It is not therefore advisable to bring up the subject when 

the young girl is being prepared for the onset of menstru­

ation .... ' 
A New Catechism, p . 408 '" 
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Thus , according to this line of thinking, t eachers and curriculum 

Writers ought not to "provoke" students to s i·n b d · 
Y iscussion of mastur-

bation · 
, i. e . by implanting a sinful thought when it might not have 

0therwise have existed. 

3:?E,traception 

The topic of contraception--like masturbation- -was discussed in 

th e majority of the materials (28 of the 37, or 75.7 %). Of these , 

a remarkable number (18, or nearly half) included detailed information 

about specific contraceptive methods (documented in Table 10, Appendix 

H). 

Contraception received a roughly equivalent number (774) of 

sentences of coverage as masturbation; however, this total was consi­

derably less than the totals for homosexuality and pre-marital s ex. 

Direction of stance toward contraception was evaluated in terms 

of the materials' view of contraception , non-procreational sex, and/or 

family planning by married couples (rather than the morality of contra­

ception of non-married couples, which was viewed as basically a question 

of the morality of pre-marital sex) . Thus defined , the church resources 

took mostly accepting stances toward contraception. Thirteen guides were 

rated as "accepting" of contraception, and four (Roman Catholic) as "dis­

approving" (i.e. rejecting of "artifical" contraception, although they 

approved of the concept of planning the number of one's children). 

As might be expected, 4 of the 5 Roman Catholic materials which dis­

cussed contraception stressed "natural" methods (e.g. rhythm method) as 

the only d of preventing conception other than abstincence. 

approve means 

A mb' 1 
toward the the acceptability of 

certain a iva ence 
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non-procreational sex seemed apparent in the statement of at least one 

Roman Catholi c resource : 

"The Church's position is that (artificial) methods of 

birth control separate the love- giving qualitie s of sexual 

inte rcourse from the life-giving ones . God has made people 

sexual so that they can be both love-giving and life-giving. 

Separating life from love is a misuse of sexuality." (Always 

Growing , Student Editi on, p. 51) 

And on the previous page: 

"Sexual intercourse is an action that is both love-giving 

and l ife-giving. In marriage , not eve ry act of sexual 

intercourse means that a baby will be conceived. But the 

act means that this married couple is participating in the 

great work of creation. They are sharing their love in a 

very intimate way , and they are open to the creation of new 

life." (Emphasis in fina l sentence is the author's.) 

The type of authority q uoted in almost every discus sion of contra­

·Ception iu which authority wa s q uoted to s upport a stance (6 out of 7) 

was "reli g i ous--church teaching or tradition." Of the se 6 materials , 4 

Were Roman Catholic . Scriptural a u thority was quoted only once, in 

affirming the relational--as separate from the procre ational--aspects of 

the sexu a l rela t i onship (Update on Lo ve, Sex, and Life, Pupil's Book, 

Lutheran Church in America; see Table 8) . 

The predominant value s education approach used was " I nc u l c a t i on" 

in almost every case . 

Much of the discussion of the topic of contr acepti on f o c use d o n 

specific met hods, as detailed in Table 10 . 

8 common t h e me s e merged. 

From the remaining discussion 

The most frequently-apprearing themes affirmed the couple's freedom 

to limit family size (7 materials , representing 4 groups) and t he 

Value of relational or non-procreational sex (5 materials, from 4 g roups). 

Four materi als from 4 groups also stressed t h e ro l e of the use o f t h e c on­

dom in preventing or l essening the spread of ve n e r eal di sease .. 

, 
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Most of the materi a l s (28 of 37, or 75 . 7%) di· d 
s c usse t he t opi c 

of homosexuality. It was mentioned in at least one material (and 

usually more) of seven of the eight groups . 

Of the f ive topics, homosexuality received the s e cond hi ghest 

number of sentences of coverage; at 1155 sentences, it ranked second 

only to pre-ma rital s e x. 

None of the resources was rated as "accepting" of the practice 

of homosexuality, although much material was included which qualified 

or mitigated this lack of acceptance. Of the 28 materials which dis­

cussed the subject, 21 were rated as "disapproving," that 

is, homosexuality was viewed as an emotional illneess or immaturity, 

as a departure from God's intended plan for creation, or as a sin. 

All three types of authority--"scientific," "scriptural," and 

"church teaching/tradition"--were seen as invoked frequently (a 

total of 24 times) and in about equal proportion (scientific authority, 

7 times; scriptural authority, 10 times, and church teaching/tradition, 

7 times). The predominant values education approach used was "Inculca­

tion," except in 2 resources in which the "Clarification" approach was 

Used. 

The scriptural references used to support what were usually negative 

stances were based on books of the Old Testament (Genesis, Leviticus, 

Judges) and the writings of St . Paul in Romans land I Corinthians, Chap-

ter 6. 
harsh exegetic interpre tation of these 

(For a much less 

passages 

than was provided in most of the guides, the reader is referred to 

sources discussed in Chapter 2 of this study.) 

the practice of homosexuality was d i sapproved 

However, even as 
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(" Homo s exua lity i s not endorsed o r r e commended;" 6 mate r ials f r om 4 

group s) much was said to qualify that position. Nearly half (1 3 ) of 

t he 28 resourc es which discussed the subject admitted that "The 

caus e (s) of homosexuality are unknown or not f ully known ;" this was 

t he most f requently appearing theme on homosexuality a n d was r epre­

sente d in mate rials of 7 of the 8 groups in the study. Another major 

theme was the need f or Christians to treat homosexuals with love and 

understanding, not ridicule. Six of the materials, represe nting 4 

groups, maintained that "Homosexuals often have many positive attri­

butes, apart from their homosexuality," and five of the materials, 

again representing four groups, declared in some form that "Homosex­

uals are often (wrongfully) harshly treated and discriminated against." 

"It is a myth that homosexuals attack children," declared 2 re­

sources (2 groups) and "Society should not interfere in the sexual 

behavior of free consenting adults in private"( 3 materials, 2 groups). 

Several themes seemed to deal with concerns f a c ed by the adoles-

cent worrying about whether he or she might be homosexual. The second 

most frequent theme (10 materials, 7 groups) stated that "It is normal 

for young persons to experience a period--as part of the growing up 

process-- i n which they are a t t racted to members of their own sex ." 

(However, a caution was add e d in two mate rials f r om 2 groups : "Adol escen t 

same-sex attractions which become too exclusi v e and invo l ve p hys i cal endear-

ments suggestive o f sexu a l invol veme nt are unh ealthy ".) Further , 

"Feelings, actions, or appearance atypical of one's traditional sex 

role are not indications of homosexuality" (7 materials, 5 g r oups) and 

"It is normal to be attracted to the members o f one's own sex to some 

degree " (7 mate rials , 5 groups). 
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Seven materials, from 4 groups, stated that "Having homosexual 

experience (s) in adolescence does not necessarily mean that one will 

b ecome permanently homosexual." Four materials (3 groups) advised 

that "Young persons experiencing homosexual inclinations or temptations 

should seek adult or professional help." 

Several resources viewed homosexuality as an emotional illness 

and/or a condition beyond the homosexual's control. Five materials 

from 4 groups stated views represented by the theme that "Homosex­

uality is a psychological problem or illness . " A psychological defi­

ciency is also implied by the theme found in 3 materials (from 3 

groups ) that "Homosexuality may stem from lack of confidence in one's 

masculinity or femininity. " Three materials (from 2 groups) 

stated that "Homosexuals do not choose their homosexuality. 11 

The view of homosexuality as sinful was reflected in the themes 
I 

"Homosexuality is wrong or sinful" (4 materials, 3 groups) and "God 

forgives homosexual activity" ( 3 materials , 2 groups). 

What about marriage to a homosexual? None of the materials advised 

it; two materials (from 2 groups) cautioned that "Homosexuals can be 

Poor marriage risks;" two other materials (from two other groups) 

Pointed out that "Many homosexuals of both sexes marry (the opposite 

sex), but still remain homosexuals in their desire . " 

~ 
Twenty-six of the materials (70. 3% ) discussed the topic of abor-

tion; it was represented in materials from six of the eight religious 
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groups. In terms of sentence coverage, abortion received the lowest 

total nWnber: only 550 sentences, compared with 753 for masturba-

91 

tion (the next highest), and 5176 for pre-marital sex, the highest num­

ber. 

This low total is puzzling at first glance; one would think 

that the churches, if anyone, would have a great deal to say about a 

topic so involved with religious values. However, it must be remem­

bered that the topic of abortion was not rated as highly central to 

sex education as were the other four topics (see Chapter l); this 

could account for lesser discussion in these materials. Also, the 

impact of a few powerful sentences on the subject should not be under­

estimated. Perhaps being told in one paragraph that abortion is "an 

unspeakable crim_e" or "murder" (as in sorne Roman Catholic materials) 

has as much potential impact on the student as, for example, 10 pages 

of Pro-and-con discussion of pre-marital sex! 

Nearly three-fourths of the materials which discussed abortion 

(19 of 26, or 73.1% ) were j udged as taking no stance or an ambiguous one. 

Of the remaining 7 materials, one appeared to be "accepting" of the 

Practice, and 6 "disapproving." Of the 6 "disapproving" materials, 5 

Were associated with the Roman Catholic Church and l with the Lutheran 

Church - Missouri Synod. To put it another way: discounting the Roman 

Catholic materials, only one of the Protestant materials was judged as 

taking an actively disapproving stance toward abortion. This does 

not mean the matter of abortion was taken lightly, however, as is seen 

in the discussion of common themes below. 

The type of authority quoted most frequently in support of a 



st
ance on abor tion was that of church teaching or tradition (8 mater­

i a l s , repr e s e nting 5 groups). Two materials used scriptural author­

ity (see Table 8 ). 

The predominant values education approach used f o r abortion was 

"! 
. d 

nculcation," although 4 materials were assigne the "Clarification" 

category and 2 Roman catholic materials also used values clarification 

exercises, although to a lesser extent than the "Inculcation" approach. 

The most frequently-appearing theme (7 materials, representing 

5 
groups) explained the difference between "abortion" (or "induced 

abortion"), and "spontaneous abortion," or miscarriage. Another major 

theme warned of the physical danger of self-induced or other non-med­

ical or illegal abortions (6 materials, 4 groups). Almost all of the 

remaining themes focused upon moral concerns related to abortion. 

Half (4) of the 8 religious groups in the study were represented 

in the themes that "A consideration in abortion is when human life 

begins," and that "Abortion is a serious moral matter." Three groups 

(in 4 materials) acknowledged that "Some people feel that abortion is 

the taking of a life." 

Four materials stated that "abortion is now legal," although s ev­

eral others contained erroneous information stating or inferring that 

abortions were illegal (and therefore apt to be highly dangero us ) 

The only materials which asserted strongly and flatly that abor­

tion is wrong were those of the Roman Catholic Church; abortion was 

described as "an unspeakable crime" or "murder" in several o f their 

materials, as stated earlier. 
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Three Protestant materials (Southern Baptist, Methodist, and 

Lu
theran Churc h in Arne;i ca) declared that in abortion decisions 

"Th 
e expectant mother's life and rights should be considered as well 

as those of the fetus." Two resources (Methodist and Southern 

Baptist) , while acknowledging the serious moral questions involved , 

st
ated in some form that "The option of legal abortion is supported." 

A v iew implying a serious ethical consideration of the ques ­

tion was also reflected in the themes that "Decisions about abortion 

should be made in consultation with counselors or pastors" (3 mater­

ials, 2 groups), and that "Abortion should not be used as a substi­

tute for other birth control means" ( 3 materials, 2 groups). 

~-marital Sex 

The topic of pre-marital sex received overwhelming attention, 

compared with the other topics, in the materials. Every one of the 

37 
· 

resources discussed the topic. A comparatively great deal of 

sentence coverage was also given the topic: a total of 5,176 sentences 

Were counted, which was nearly five times as high as the topi c with 

the next highest number of sentences, homosexuality (1155 sentences). 

About four-fifths of the materials (30 of the 37, or 81 . 1 %) 

Were judged as "disapproving" of pre-marital sex. The types of a uthor­

ity cited most often in support of a stance were religious: scriptur­

al authority (l 5 times) and church teaching/ tradition (10 times). 

Scientific authority was cited 4 times. 

Table 8 shows the scriptural passages quoted , usually in support 
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Of " d" 1.s a ppro ving" stances. The scriptural section quoted most fre-

que ntly was the 6 th chapter of I Corinthians, by St. Paul. 

The values education approach most frequently us e d was, again, 

"I 
n c ul c ation," although 6 materials were judged as using a predominant-

l y "Clarification" approach. 

The most frequently appearing theme on the topic of pre-marital 

sex was the view that "Pre-marital sex is wrong" (18 resources from 

7 
groups). Most of the remaining 28 themes on pre-marital sex focused 

on moral considerations, possible negative consequences, and resisting 

temptation; each will be discussed briefly here in turn. 

The moral considerations apparently felt by the authors to be sig­

nificant were reflected in the following themes (listed in order of 

descending frequency): "Love means having the other person's ultimate 

Welfare in mind, rather than necessarily exercising one's inclination 

toward sexual intercourse'' (11 materials , 6 groups); "The wrong of ex­

Plaiting others is a danger in sexual relationships" (8 materials, 6 

9roups); "The extent of a couple's sexual involvement should be appro­

Priate to the degree of their mutual commitment " (4 materials, 3 groups); 

''Se 
h n is 

XUal behavior which exploits anot er perso unethical" (3 materials, 

3 
groups); "A couple's sexual behavior affects others besides them­

selves" (3 materials, 3 groups); and "The assumptions of Playboy maga-

<:ine 
· " (2 mater1· als, 2 groups) . 

are sexually exploitive 
Three materials 

listed R pre-mari· tal sexual standards" in the context 

eiss ' "four major 

Of eth· 1 
f pre-marital sexual behavior. 

l.ca _ discussion o 
Societal changes 
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rnent· 
ioned as removing or lessening traditional res traints on sexual 

behavior included the · f h · 
increased use o t e automobile (4 materials, 3 

groups), medical advances in the treatment of venereal disease (3 

rnaterials 

rnaterials 

, 

, 

3 groups), and advances in contraceptive technology (3 

3 groups). 

Possible negative consequences of pre-marital sexual intercourse 

were 
summarized in the following themes (again , in order of descending 

frequency) : "Pre-marita i sex involves the danger of pregnancy (this 

was t' 
ne second most frequent ly-appearing theme, appearing in 10 mater-

ials d 
an representing s groups); "Pre-marital sex may have serious neg-

at · 
ive effects on the personality" (7 materials, 6 groups); "Pre-mari t:al 

sex can make sexual adjustment in marriage more difficult" (5 materials, 

4 . 

9roups); "Pre-marital sex may have serious negative effects on a 

coup1 , 
es relationship" (2 materials, 2 groups). 

. . 

It is worth noting that none of the above-mentioned negative out-

Cornes on personality, sexual adjustment , or the couple's rel ationship 

is supported conclusively by current social science research on 

Pre-m . 
arital sex (Carrera , 1981) • 

The third major area of thematic content involves counsel to the 

teenager on maintaining control of sexual behavior. Petting is dis-

courag d 
because control is easily lost,· 11 s 

e ("Petting is dangerous 

materials from 4 groups); and in this connection it is noted that "Gen-

era11y the male is more easily aroused and/or reaches the limits of his 

Self-co t 1 
h the female" (7 materials , 4 groups). Pressures 

n ro sooner tan 

toward 1 
t. v1.· ty include "proving your love" ( 7 mater-

Pre-mari tal sexua ac 1. 

ia1 
e which should be resisted (6 mater-

s from 4 groups) and peer pressur, 

ia1s from 4 groups). To guard against losing control, teenagers are 

adv· 
ual behavior before the date (6 materials 

ised to set standards for sex 
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date (6 materials from 4 groups) as well as to balance "sexual 

intere t . 
s with other interests and activities" (5 materials, 4 groups) . 

Couples are c autioned against pre-marital sexual involvement to prove 

or d' 
lsprove compatibility (5 materials , 4 groups). According to 4 

tnater · l 
las (4 groups), responsibility for controlling sexual behavior 

falls equally on both genders; "The double standard for male and 

fema1 b 
e eha vior is wrong. " Teenagers are cautioned against using "pre-

tnarital interc ourse to try to gain popularity" (3 materials from 3 

groups) and are warned that "a serious drawback of going steady is that 

it may lead 
2 ) 

to over-familiarity" ( 2 materials, groups . 

Amid all these disapproving statements and warnings, several mater-

ials t 
· 

oak pains to point that it was the "pre-marital" aspect of "pre-

tna ' 
rital sex" which was considered wrong; "Sexual intercourse within 

Inarriage is affirmed" (13 materials, 5 groups). Similarly , 6 materials 

stated that "Not all pre-marital sexual expression/response is sinful" 

(4 groups). 

Two themes spoke to those who had not lived up to the standards set 

forth: "If a sexual mistake has been made, it need not be repeated " 

adv · 
lsed 5 materials from 3 groups. And finally, God 's forgiveness for 

sexual sins was declared, "including (the sin) of pre-marital sex" 

( 4 ma 1-"' · 
-~rials , 2 groups). 

Three materials, from 2 groups, stated that "teenagers who 

engage in pre-marital sex have an ethical responsibility to use contra­

ception. However, none of these 3 materials was rated as "accepting" 

Of Pre-marital sex (two were rated "no stance taken/ ambiguous," and 

one "d· 
' isapproving"). Apparently these guides reflect a recognition 



Of w' d 
i espread teenage pre-marital sexual experience and a desire to 

keep 
a Possible ethical mistake (engaging in pre-marital sex) from 

becom· 
ing a second ethical rnistake--the conception of an unwanted child. 

SUMMARY 

The Present study consisted of an analysis of 37 Christian sex 

educat· 
ion curriculum materials from 8 Protestant and Roman Catholic 

9roups_ 
Several aspects of the materials' treatment of the topics of 

lllasturb . 
at1.on, contraception, homos e xuality , and pre-mar ital sex were 

analyzed 
A summary of the findinqs, based on each research question, 

is listed below. 

l. Presence of discussion of topic. Most ot tne publications 

(26 
of 37, or 70.3%) discussed at least 4 of the 5 topics. All of the 

reso 
Urces discussed pre-marital sex. 

2. Extent of coverage of topics. The topic given by far the 

greatest coverage in terms of number of sentences was pre-marital sex. 

Pre-mar;tal 
~ sex received almost 5 times as much coverage as the 

othe 
r topics, which were covered in quantities roughly equivalent to 

0 ne another. 

3. Direction of stance. Stances taken by the materials on the 

five 
topics were classified as "accepting, " "ambiguous/ no stance take n," 

or "d. 
isapproving. " Less than half of the 27 materials discussing 

lllasturbat · 
· " of the pract; ( 

ion were judged as "disapproving 
~ce; many 10) 

Were . 
Judged as taking an ambiguous stance or none at all. None o f the 

lllater · 

l 

ials "disapproved" of limiting family size, a though some Roman 

Catholic materials spoke disapproving l y of "arti f i c i a l methods " of 

97 



98 

contraception. Eighteen of the resources presented information on a t 

least one contraceptive method; often speci fic information was given on 

several methods and in some de t ail. Most of the resources (21 of the 28 

Whi c h discussed the topic) were judged as "disapproving " of homosexuality, 

although many viewed this type of sexuality as "an emotional illness or 

immaturity" or "not the homosexual's fault." Homosexuals were seen as 

Undeserving victims of harsh and discriminatory treatment by society, and 

Christians were cautioned to deal with them with love and understanding. 

Nearly three-fourths (19 of 26 , or 73 . 1 %) of the material s wh i c h 

discussed abortion were judged as taking no stance or an ambiguous stance. 

Of the 6 materials "disapproving" of abortion, 5 were associated with the 

Roman Catholic Church. About four-fifths of the materials (30 of 37 or 

81 -1%) were judged as "disapproving" of pre-marital sex. 

4. Type of authority quoted in support of stance. Thre e categor-

ies of "authority" were used: "scientific," "scriptural," and "church 

teaching or tradition." The type of authority quoted most often to 

support a stance on masturbation was "scientific" (e.g. "Doctors say 

masturbation is physically harmless"); with contraception, "church teach­

ing or tradition" (e.g. "The Church believes certain methods of family 

Planning to be wrong"). All three types of authority were quoted about 

equally in discussion of homosexuality, while "Church teaching/ tradition " 

Was the type of authority most frequently cited regarding stances on 

abortion. For pre-marital sex, both "scriptural" and "church teaching/ 

tradition" types of authority were cited fairly frequently. 

5. Scriptural authority--specific passages used. Most of the 

Sc . 
riptural quotations were drawn from the ~ld Testament and the writings 

of the Apostle Paul , with a few from the Gospel according to Matthew. 



6. Predominant values education approach used in teaching about 

~e topics . The method used in the great maj ority of cases was the 

Inculcation method. With the topic of pre-marital sex, several resources 

used the " Clarification " approach ; it was also used in a few 

cases with other topics. The other three approaches--Moral Development, 

Analysis, and Action Learning--from Superka's typology (1976) were not 

seen as predominant approaches in any of the materials . 

As note.d in Chapte.i;- 4 1 
some excerpts consisted mostly of factual, 

descriptive narrative, with little values content. These excerpts were 

classified as "Inculcation " because they expressed the writer's point of 

View (albeit a factual point of view) and thus were seen as closer to the 

"I nculcation Approach" than to any other. This problem should be consi-

dered in future research utilizing Superka's typology with material of this 

nature. 

7. Major themes. The reader is referred to the discussion of 

common themes on each topic found in an earlier section of this chapter. 
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Becaus e most of th e reso urces contained d i scus s i o n of mos t of 

th e fi ve t opi cs , the ndt e r ials canno t b e accused of avo i d i ng i ss ues c on­

Si J e r ed con t rovers i a l b ut central to the f i e ld of re lig i o us sex edu c a tio n. 

Whe ther these topics are covered as thoroughly or accurately as they might 

be, however, is another question, which further research could illuminate. 

The materials seemed to devote an immense amount of effort to per­

suading teenagers not to engage in in pre-marital sexual intercourse. In 

View of current statistics on teenage sexual behavior, i.e. the increased 

inc·d 
l ence o f s e xual intercourse among unmarried teenagers, t h e ch urches 

might be accused of pouring high levels of resources into a l osing battle. 

Perhaps the ethical purposes which the churches seek to a d va n ce might 

be b 
etter served by taking widespread teenage pre-marital sexual experience 

as a given, and then in aiding teenagers with the troubling ethical concerns 

a
nd 

dilemmas which exist within those parameters. Such issues might include: 

l) 
the morality of engaging in uncontracepted intercourse; 2) the morality 

of engaging in sexual intercourse knowing one has a contagious venereal 

disease, e.g. herpes, but withholding that knowledge from one's partner and 

rnak' 
ing no effort to protect him/her; 3) the wrong of exploiting others' 

affections in search of physical gratification; 4) the self-betrayal of us­

ing sexual intercourse to get or keep a partner; 5) the morality of demand­

ing sexual intercourse as a condition for continuing romantic involvement; 

6
) the self-abnegation involved in having intercourse out of inability to 

assert oneself or fear of displeasing the partner; or 7) the risk of emotion­

al damage possible in getting too involved too soon. In addition, the chur­

ches could continue to uphold the right to say "no" to sexual involvement 

for any reason. 
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Although the majority of the materials take the view that pre-marita l 

sex is wrong, many (18 of 37, or just less than half) include detailed 

information about contraceptive methods. Perhaps this re f l ects an im-

plicit acknowledgment of the realities of widespread teenage sexual exper­

ience today, as well as a feeling that if teenagers insist on engaging in 

sexual intercourse--a possible ethical mistake--they should at least be 

sufficiently knowledgeable to avoid compounding the error by conceiving 

an unwanted child through unprotected intercourse. A possible exception 

to this line of thought might be the official viewpoint of the Roman Cath­

olic Church, with its emphasis on union of "life-giving" with "love-giving" 

aspects of sexual relations (although since the Roman Catholic Church is 

strongly opposed to sex outside of marriage, the question may be consi-

dred moot.) 

Many of the arguments advanced against masturbation and pre-marital 

sex quote "social science research" (usually undocumented) to present a 

v· 
iew of these practices as deleterious to the personality,'the couple's re-

lationship, or to their future sexual adjustment. These assertions 

have virtually no current empirical support; Carrera points out that 

conclusive research on such topics is virtually non-existent (1981) . On 

the other hand, many sex therapists--including Christian sex therapists-­

could name several emotional, sexual, and marital problems associated 

With a view of masturbation as evil, as is discussed in Chapter 2. 

Though many of the materials spoke disapprovingly of the topics of 

the study (except for contraception/non-procreational sex), very few flatly 

stated that the practices were wrong (except for the 1 8 resources which 

declared that pre-marital sex was wrong, and for the Roman Catholi c resources 
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in discussing abortion . ) Rather , many of the g uides seemed to recogn ize 

th
e comp l ex spirit ual , moral, a n d psych o l ogi cal i s sues i nvo l ved in the 

Practices of masturbation , homosexuality , aborti on , a nd pre- marita l sex , 

and preferred expl o r a tio n of these issue s t o the i ssuance of simple , absol­

ute Pronouncements about their accept abili ty , A "si t uation ethi cs " 

approach--while almo st neve r stated as s uc h--was implici t i n t h e discussions 

of many of the topics . 

Several of the materials we r e s hocking l y o u t - of- date on the 

sub · 
J ect of abortion ; e .g. s t a ting t hat abortion is il legal , a nd/or warn-

ing of the life-threatening risks of abortions which were a u_tomatically 

as
s umed illegal. These materials--if they cannot be revised before a 

certain date--ought at least to be supplemented with factually updated 

information or errata sheets. 

Although a great many of the materials deal with venereal disease, 

none of them mentioned herpes genitalis--a type of veneral disease which 

is currently described by public health officials as "epidemic," and for 

Which there is now no known cure. Information on protecting oneself and 

0th
ers against contagion needs to be included in these materials, a s 

Well as information on problems which could develop late r, e.g., in the 

case of herpes, inc reased risk of cervical c ance r , or the possibility o f 

b1 · 
indness in the neonate if contact with herpa tic l e sions in the birth 

trac t is not precluded by measures such as Caesarean section. Again, if 

it is 
· 1 ,.h ubl . h l d t l t 

not feasible to revise the materia s, ~ e p is ers cou a e as 

sena 
out an updated fact sheet with each order . 

The paucity of use of the Kohlbergian "Moral Deve l opme n t " approach to 

Va lue s education in the materials was surpris ing . As stated earl ier , 



s e veral o f the church e s seemed to take a "situation ethics" approach, 

but stopped short of providing the types of progressive exercises in 

debate of moral dilemmas which Kohlberg and others have developed. 
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Further curriculum development for use in religious education about sexuality 

is needed. The feasibility of the other three values education approaches-­

Values c l a r ificati on , action , a nd analysis--for religious sex education 

needs a l so to be expl ored . 

Further research about Christian sex ed~cation programs and mater­

ials might include work on such questions as: 1) the extent to which 

issues discussed in Chapter 2, e.g. mind-body dualism, the acceptability 

of non-procreational sex, anti-sex bias, etc., color the content of 

current materials in Christian sex education; 2) the extent to which the 

curriculum materials issued by church headquarters and publishing houses 

are consonant with the stands taken by both official declarations and the 

b 1 · e iefs of the average church member. 

materials "following the party line?" 

E.g., are the writers of the curriculum 

How far removed are the opinions 

expressed in the materials from the opinions of the rank-and-file church 

member? What effect, if any, do the materials have on the knowledge, atti­

tudes, or practices of the membership for which they were designed? 3 ) 

how effective are the materials found to be by the teachers and students 

Who use them? Which topics and exercises are relevant and useful, and 

Which should be omitted, supplemented, or revised? These seem to be some 

of the most important questions of direct relevance to the quality of Chris­

tain sex education materials. 
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COMMISS I0:-1 o:; FA:-!ILY MINISTRIES 6. Hl.P.-IA\ SEX:.JALIT'i 

Divi s ion of Education and M1nist_~ 

Education for Christian Life & Missi~n 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA 

EXECUTIVE COH.'ITTTEE 

President: Joe H. Leonard, Jr . 

V. Pres . : Alvin Lewis 

Secretary : David I . Bradley 

Members : Mary Detrick 
.Earl Kragnes 
Brant Loper 
Loraine Pitman 

COMMISSION Mr:MBERS 

African Methodist Episcopal Church 

Dorothy Lampkin 
940 W. 38th Street 
Savannah, GA 31441 

American Bapti~t Churches in the USA 

~ Joe H. Leonard, Jr . 

Educational Ministries 
Valley Forge, PA 19481 

,.American Lutheran Church 

* Dr. Carl F. Reuss 
422 S. Fifth Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 
612/338-3821 

Anglican Church of Canada 

* Thomas Kingston 
600 Jarvis Street 
Toronto, Ont . M4Y 2J6 Canada 

416/924-9192 

Christian Church 
* Frank & Loraine Pitman 

P.O . Box 1986 
Indian~polis, IN 46206 

317/353-1491 

Christian Methodist Episcopsl Church 

.,,.Michele Gaskins 
3735 S . Four Mile Ru n 

Arlington, VA 22206 

* Gwendolyn Hemphill 
10104 Brunett Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20901 

* W. R. Johnson 
1474 Humber Street 
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901/9!+8-0839 

* J.A. Jones 
1631 Grange Street 
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Church of the Brethren 

* Mary .and Ralph Detrick 
1451 D1...,dee Avenue 
.Elgin, IL 60120 
312/742-5100 

Chu~ch of God 
* Alvin i..ewis 
Adult 6. Family Ministries 
P. O. Box 2458 
Anderson, IN 46011 
317/642-0257 

Cumberland Presbyterian 

* Cornelia Swain 
P.O . Box 4 0149 

Memphis, Th 38104 
901/272-2487 

The Episcopal Church 
815 Second Avenue 
New YorK, ~"Y 10017 
212/867-6400 

• Woodrow Carter 
David Perry 

Evangelical Covenant Church of AmericJ 

-:Jim Larson 
5d35 Irving Avenue 
La Crescenta, CA 91214 

* D~vid S. Noreen 
5101 K. Francis,o Avenue 
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312/784-3000 
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Lutheran Church in Americ a 

* James P. Claypo c-·1 
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Luth e ran Church - Mi s s ou ri Synod 
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Famil y Life 

3558 S. Jefferson 

St . Louis, MO 63118 

_MennonH('. Board of _Co!!$regati~ _ 

Minis t ries 

Beulah Kauffman 

Box 1245 

Elkhart, IN 46515 

219/294-7536 

Moravian Church in America 

Ma ry Matz 

5 West Market Stree t 

Bethlehem , PA 18018 

William H. HcElveen 

Box 10488 Salem Station 

Winston-Salem, NC 27108 

919/722-8126 

Lew Thom3s 

501 Meadowlark Drive 

Madison, WI 5371 4 

Presbyterian Church in Canada 

* Brant P. Loper - Hamis h Li vings ton 

Board of Congregationa l Life 

50 Wynford Drive 

Don Mills, Ont . M3C 1J7 Canada 

416/441 - 1111 

Presbyterian Church in the V. S . 

* Loi s Stover 

341 Po~ce de Leon Avenue N.E . 

Atlanta, GA 30308 

404/873-1531 

Refo!'T!led Church in America 

.-nelbert Vander Haar 

Western Regional Center 

Orange City, IA 51041 

712/737-4958 

Seven th Day Baptist 

~ Mary G. Clare 

Alfred Stat i on 

Alfred, NY 14803 

Sou t hern Baot is t Convention 

f os eph W. Hi nkl e 

Fami l y Mi nis tries Section 

127 Ninth Avenue North 

Na shville , TN 37234 

Harry K. Holl i s , Jr. 

Dir . of Fami ly & Special Moral Concerns 

460 James Rob er ts on Parkway 

Nas hvill e , !N 37219 

United Church of Canada 

85 Sc. Clair Avenue Eas t 

Toronto, On t. M4T 1M8 Canada 

416/ 925-5931 

• · ·Fritz Schmi dt 

* Robin Smit h 

·United ~urch of Christ 

287 Pari< A~.iue 6ottth 

Ne,, Yori< , NY 1001-0 
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~ Mary Ellen Haines 

* J os eph Mc Mi llan 

· United Methodist Church 

* Davi d I. Bradley 
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P. O. Box 840 
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* Clifford Ko l b 

* Wi l liam Pe arce 

* Leon Smi t h 

United Presby t erian Church in the USA 

•* Hayd n 0 . White 

Room 1101 475 Riverside Drive 

New York, ~'Y 10027 

212 / 870-4958 
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U. S . Catholic C0n fe rence (no t a Couuni s s i on 

Fr . Don Conroy member ) 

1312 Massachusetts Avenue. NW 

Washington, D. C. 20005 

202/659-6600 

NCC COMMISSION STAFF 

G. William Sheek 

DE&M/ECL~ 
Office of Family Ministries & Human Sexuality 

Office 711 475 Riverside Drive 

New York , NY 10027 

212/870-2050 

NCC CONSVLTANT STAFF 

Mary A. Cooper 

Washington Office 

Asst. Director, Domestic Issues 

110 Maryland Avenue NE 

Washington, D. C. 20002 

202/544-2350 

wee OFFICE OF FA."!!LY EDUCA TIQ:-; 

Dr . Masamba ma Mpolo 

World Council of Churches 

P. O. fl-Qx 66 

1211 Geneva, 20, Switzerland 

* s By appointment from denomination5 . 

12/78 

Liaison Publisher 

Ross Cockrell 

Presbyterian Church US 

341 Ponce de Leon Avenue NE 

Atlanta, GA 30308 

Greek Orthod ox 

Mrs. Pauline Shiolas 

50 Goddard Avenue 

Brookline, MA 02146 

Greek Coptic Orthodox 

Mrs . Cecil Saba 
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Presbyterian Church US 
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The following is a currenr l1s11ng of materials publi~hed by American religious groups. SIECUS does not sell any of these publiations. 

If vour local bookstore cannor ger rhem (or you , wrile directly lo rh e publishers whose addresses are given at the end of this 

l1 s1. Mo<r of th e ilems are availJble for use ar rhe SIECUS Rt·source Center and Library at New York University [51 West 4th 

Srreer , 5t h Floo r, (212 1 673-3850). Leigh Hafl1ngby, MSW, MS . l ibrarian . Siagle copies o( this bibliography are available from 

SIEC US on receipt o( 25c and a stamped , self-addressed, legal -size envelope for each /isl required . In bulk they ue: 15~ each 

for 2-49 cop ies : 10¢ each for 50 copies or more. 

This bibliograph y v.as compiled from responses to quesrionnaires sent to the headquarters offices of Ihe various groups; 

the maIerials are lisred w1IhouI evaluaI1on . 

I. Curriculum Materials 

American Lulheran Church 
• Cre"ed Ma le ind Ft m .1 /e Augsburg Pu blishing House , 1969 

Studpnt pad. , S2 10. cl,H s resou rce kit (includes 1e.ichet's guide , 

ch.iru , posten , re cord) , p,1mphle1s). SlS .00. 

Chrislian Church (Disciples of Chris!) . . 

• Crowing Up to Love-A1e,1nmg of SexuJ /1 ty. Lara ine Wrrgh1 0 Mal ­

le r . Christ1Jn Board 01 Publ1ca r1on , 19;'8. For gr.ides 7-9; pan of 

Chr,st,an [du cat1on ShJred Approaches, ,1 curnculum for 12 Pro1-

e-stan1 den o m1n,111 o ru , Sl .75 . 

Jewish 
• Course, on Human Se•ua//ty for ,1.dolcscenrs in Rc l1s1ous Schools , 

Youth Croups . and Camps Annen e Daum and Barhara Strongin 

'-f"w York Federa11on of Reform Synagog ues. 1979: S2 .00. 

• Lo1.e . Se• . and Mamd&t.' ,1. /e\\'1Sh v,ew. Rol,;md 8. G111elsohn . 

Union ol American Hebrew Congreg,wom , rev. ed ., 1980. For 

g1•d• 11 •nd up S7.95 . 

Lutheran Church in America 
• JnderstJnd,ng Your Sexual Self Lurneran Church Press (order 

from Fortress1. 1979 fo r grades 8-9 . S2 .50 

• Update on Lo11e. Se>. • .an d Lilt.· . Lulher.an Church Pr~u (order fr o ';' 

Fonress1. 1974. For senior h,gn level. Pupil 's book, Sl .SO; teaicher s 

gu,de . S2.50. 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod . 

• The Concord1J Se.11: touCJt1o n Ser,es. Concord1-11 , 1%7. Six 1ex1s: I 

Wonde r. I Wonder l•~es 5-81, SJ .80 ; Wonderfully Made l•ges 

9-11) . SJ 80 ; T•ke 1he H,8n RoJd !ages 12-14). S4 .10; Lde Can Be 

Sexual (ages 15 and upJ. ~ 10; P"ents · Guide to Chnsr,an Conver· 

ut,on about Sex , S,4 .10 . ( hri jt1an V1t-w of Sex lduc.atlon , S-4 .10; 4 

t1lmsrnps, Sb.SO each ; 4 records , SJ .50 each . 

Mennonite Church 
• lnvc and Sex Are l\o t tnuugh . Ch.1rlt·s P. DeSanto . Her.1ld Pr~h , 

1977 . \\!n1ten Io nelp roung people 1h1nk seriously about dating , 

cou rtsh,p , and maroage . Book . SJ .9S ; JCtiv1ry guide , S1 .25 . 

Roman C~lholic Church 
• [duc•tion ,n Love Series . Comm,1Iee on Se• fducauon , Diocese 0 1 

Rochesrr:-r , N.Y. Pauhsl Press , 1971 . Handbook for paren!S , 7S~ ; 

two ••ach,r"s gu11J,s . for 8r•des 1-8 . SJ .25 . •nd 9-12 . S2.50 . 

• The C,fr nf New Ltlt Bt'nz1ger 1'J:"8. Fdtli -gridt· level of lhl' 

Benz,gN Fam,Jy Lde P,CJgr,m; SJ.DO; teicher 's manuil , SJ .20; 

f~m1ly handbook , ~1.02. 

South•rn Baplisl Convenlion 
• St-•u• l,ty m Chnsti•n L,v,ns Series . Broiadman Press , 1972-73. Six 
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texts · Made to Crow c,g~s 6-8), S-4 .S0; The Ch.1ngm~ Me l Jges 

9-11 ). S-4 .50; Growing Up w,rh Sex lases 12-14), !,) SO, Se• Js Mort­

Than .a ~\'nrd (ages 15-17) , Sl .50; M.1de for £•ch Other (young 

,adults). So.SO; Te.ach,ng Your Ch1ldrt-n about Sex (iidults). S2.95. 

Unil~ri~n •Univrrsalisl Associalion 

• About Your St-xua/,t y. De')ck Calderwood Un1tar1Jn-Un1vers,1l,s1 

Auoc, arion . rev . ed ., 1<J78. A complete muh,mtd,, program for 

IunIor h1~n levt-ls and up ; SlJS .00. 

• The H.aur.tmg Houst-. Barbua Holltrorth . UUA, 1q74_ A complete 

muh1med1a progriim for "'-'.-2 , inc/1..tdint; a unit on ,exuiilily entiIled 

"O ur First Home" ; S99.00. 

• Tht lnv,s,blt Mmonty; The Homost-xu•ls ,n Our Snc,t-ty. Deryck 

Calderwood and W.>sily Szkodz1nsk,,_ . UUA, 19i.l . A Ihree-pairt 

wund filmsIrrp in color for adolescenIs ind 1duhs ; Sl8.00. 

Unilcd Methodist Church 
• Tht> 81bh: and the Body. Barb.1ir,1 Mc.,rgan ind Steven Cl,pp. 

GrJded Prt-)S, 1979. for unIor high youlh . L~aider 'J 8u,de , Sl .50; 

studenl') book , S1.20. 

• f•m1Jy M,mstry. Leon Smith . D1scipl11?)h1p Resources, 1975 . In• 

eludes ,1 chapler on " fduCJl1on tn Hum.in St"._u,.l1ty," w1Ih re• 

source!!; •nd programs acroh lhP 1111.! )pJn ; S2 .SO. 

• Cod Jnd Human Sexu411ty. Jolin P. C1lbe .1, ed . GradL·d Pren . 1971 . 

Unu No. 8 of the aidult cumculum ser1t:"S , Chr,sti•n f•ith ,n Life. 

Studv book , S1 .50; supplem•nl , S1 .00. 

• Cod Made Us : ~bout St-x •nd Crowm1; Up. Graded Press , 19ttu. For 

gri1des 5-6. leader 's guide by Oorhu Cius aind Mifll)·n Car• 

penlt-r . S,-1 95 ; sludenl's resource by 1.l~anor s,.,I/ett, Dorothy 

C,ns , ,1,nd Charle) Herndon , 85¢ . 

• Journeys A Chr,st1.1n Approach ro St-1w.al1ty. Robtrt Conn . c, .. dt"d 

PreH , 1979. For late Ieen!I;. Leider 's book , S1 .15 ; ,1uden1 book , 

S1.25. 
• Sexually ipt?.1kmg-Wno Am II Gradl'd Press . 197) . For IunIor 

h,gh Course design gUtde by Wil/1im G. Pirterson , S2 .45 ; student 

book by Anne C. 81Jnch•rd , S1 .45. 
• Youth V,c..•w~ Scxu.Jhty Graded Preh , 1971 . For !l;t"nIor h1~h a~c 

lcv~I Cour~t" dt-s11;n ~u,dr by Anne C. 8I,rnchud , S2 . ◄5 ; sludenI 

book by Ellis 8 . Johnson, S1 .45. 
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Overview of Typology of V_a~ues Education Approaches 

ApproacMs Purposes 

Im ult c1lum To m , t,11 or mtnnJli,~ 

CPr1,11n v,1lut•or, in ,tu­
drnt, 

To \_ h .in){t' !lw v,1 lul:', t1 f 

shtrlrnh sn lhry mnrt• 

n1•.uh 11•IIP( I ( pr!J111 

dr ,; irrd v.tlut·s 

Moral De..,clopmt"nt To hl'lp stu<lrnt.-. drvelop 
morP cnmplr• moral rra­
soning pattt•rn\ b,Hl'd un ii 

hi~h(" r Sf"I of valurs 

An.J:ly-r~i'io 

To urge c;tudenh to disc uss 
the rt•a,on.., for lhf"ir value 
choit es and pn, 1tions . not 
mt>rt'ly to -.harr with olht>rS , 

but 10 foster change in 
tht- stage; ol rf"a.-.oning 
of s1udrnts 

To h .. lp ,;,,tudents use ln~i • 
cal th ink in~ and scienli• 
fie invrstigation to 
dP< ide v.1luP issues •nd 
qupor,linns 

To h e lp \IUrlf'nl\ u-;~ r.1• 

lio n,1I. ,malyhtal pro­
CP or,<es in interrf'lating 
anrl con-..rpludliting thP it 
V.l1Uf'5 

Methods 

nm<lrling , pn..,1l 1vr and 
m•g,,tivr rrinlm c rmcnl . 

nm( k111K ; n•~~m~ . ma 

ni pu lc111ng altPma · 
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Chairperson 

\'1,~,., "·" A . CdrrPu1 f jn 

Pas1 Chairperson 

~'\iJr :> 8!!11 Pt, Q 

Vice Cha1rperson 

,\.10,ton S ontnt•,•, 1t>, 

Secretary 

' ·1• P, S· ,ong 

Treasure, 

La" .., P Scott MBA 

D1reeto,s 
D ianp Brashear MSW Pn O 

lo •na Brown MA ' 
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Aon Daniel, PhD ' 
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Aoge, Me1to11' l\1A 

J AObt•n Mosk,11 MA 
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Aff,liate Rep,c sentat,ves 

Stl1.,:'J'\:N 

;:,;,., 11. Caoar ·1 lo. /\l e:; 

~IEC1•-. o 
A l b.-r1 f(f,'lS~Pn MA 

Preside nt 

Vu, S Ca ld,•1n 1•<>, MO /\1PH 

E•ecutn,P Offi cer 
8 1'· ,,·n \\li11 1nev. Fl t\. M S 

84 FIFTH AVENUE. SUI TE -107 N[W YORK . NY 10011 

December 28 , 1979 

Enclosed is the "Bibliography of Re ligious Pub lications 

on Sexuality and Sex Education" which was originally 

publis hed in the January 1977 SIECUS Report and sub­

sequently widely distributed as a r eprint. 

We are currently updating this bibliography for the 

May 1980 SIECUS Report which will be devoted to the 

ro le of c hurches and synagogues in sex education . 

Our tripartite lead articl e will contain viewpoints 

on this subject from representa tives of the Protestant, 

c atholic, and Jewish faiths. Also included will be 

a "Where the Action Is" article on specific church­

sponsored sex education orograms , and a "Speaking 

Out " editorial c o lumn on religion and sexuality. 

I have circled on the 1977 bibliography the ci ta tions 

from y our church or organization . Please let me know 

which of thes e publications a r e still in print and also 

what newer work s should b e included . I am interested 

not only in materials which you or you r official publish­

ing house put out but also in maceria ls of other publish­

ers wh ich you recommend . Besi.:i e s the three topics covered 

in the enclosed bibliography -- curriculum materials, 

r e ligion and s exuality , ana r e ligion and sex education 

I would also be interested ir. denominat ional state-

ments or study guides on such issues a homosexuality , 

premarital sex , etc. 
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If, a long wit h the listing , you coul d send us th~ actual materials, 

this would be most helpful. lve woul d lik e to have available in 

our new SIECUS Resource Ce nter and Library at N~w York University 

all the items listed i n the revised bibliography, since this new 

facility is used by a wide variety of professionals and students 

in th e sexuality and r e l a ted f i e l ds , as well as by repres enta­

tives of commun ity and relig ious groups s eek ing help in setting 

up programs. After puulication in the SIECUS Report, the biblio­

graphy will , as previ ously , be reprinted and distributed widely. 

I n order to be included in the b ibliography , the materials a n d / or 

lis ting should r each us by February 1, 198 0 , since the manuscript 

for the May i ssue must b e sen t to the printe r b y March 1 0 . 

Thank you so much for your he lp . 

: jpv 

Since r ely , 

/ 

(Ms.) L~igh !Ia llingby 

Librar ian 

Enc l osure : Bibliography of Re lig i ous Publ i cations on 

sexuality a nd Sex ~d uc 3t ion 
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Dear Mad a m or Sir : 

, ; T~ .;o~. \JE '.'YORK. NY 10011 

D0cembe r 28 , 1979 

Enclosed i s the "Bibliograohy o f Re ligious Publications 

on S xuality and Se:-: Edu cc1tion" which wa s o rig i nal l y 

pub lished in the January 1 977 SIECGS Re p o rt and sub ­

sRq uently widely d i st riLuted as a r epr in t . 

W<? are currently updating this bibliography for the 

i1ny 1 980 S I ECUS Re port which will b e devoted to the 

role of churches c1nd synagogues in s ex e d ucation . 

Our tripil rtite le~d a =ti c l ~ \;ill ~o~t3in 1 riewpoints 

on this sub jec t :rom r ep r esentatives of the Protes tant , 

Ca thol ic, and Jewi sh faiths. Also included will be 

i1 "lvhere the Act i on I s " articl e on specific c hurch ­

sponso r ed sex educat~on programs, and a "Speaking 

Out" e d itorial colurm1 on relig ion and sexu a l ity. 

r have circ led or. the 1 , 77 biLliogra hy t :1e c i tati ons 

r ece i ved from you c1t th c1t t ime . Please let me know 

which of these pub licc1t1ons are still in pr i nt and wh a t 

n e wer works c1re currentlv ,va il ab le. 

If , a long with the listinq , ·ou could sencl u s the actual 

materials , this woul ci be most he lpful . We wo u l d like 

to have available i n ou r n c1v S I ECl'S Re source Cente r 

an d Li b r ary at NN ; York l'ni"crsity c1ll the ite ms listed 

in the rev i secl b i b l ioq raon: ·. s ir.ce th i s n ew f a c il ity 

i s us ecl J~y a ,,;icle uari c~·: of p r ofessionals a nd students 

in t :,e s c :,unlity ancl r eL:i:.,~d fields , n s 1ve ll as by 
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r epr esent3t i ves of communi ty a nd r eligio..1s gr:iups see king help 

in s e tting up prog rams . After pub.li ca tion in the SIECUS Report , 

th e b i bliography will , a s pr evi ously , be r epr int ed a nd d istributed 

wid e l y . 

I n o r der to be included in the bibliograp hy , t he mater ial s and / or 

listing should r eac h u s by f ebruarv 1, 1980 , since the manu s cript 

for the May issue must be sent to the o rint e r by Marc h 10 . 

Th a nk you so mu ch for your he lp . 

Sincerely , 

/ :, //) / ,,7 / 

I : . ..- , ,. 1 ( ;' ..,_.:1 ,•· ~; ,,~ / /✓ 

(Ms . ) Le igh Hall ingby >/ _. _,.· ,/ 
Librarian , v 

: jpv 

Enclosur e : Bibl iog r aphy of Re ligious Publ ica tions on 

Sexuality and Sex Educal i on 
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GUIDELINES 

COMMISSION ON FAMILY MINISTRIES & HUMAN SEXUALITY 

Division of Education and Ministry 

Education for Christian Life and Mission 

National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, 

. AUTHORIZATION, DEFINITION AND SCOPE OF RESPONSIBILITIES 

Authorization 

As per the Standing Rules a commission in the NCC' s Division of Education and 

Ministry (DEM) related to the Education for Christian Li fe and Mission (ECLM) 

Program Committee is authorized to be formed by recommendation of the Executive 

Committee of ECLM's Program Coamittee to the full ECLM Program Coamittee and by 

a subsequent affirmative vote of the full Program Committee . 

Definition 

A CODDission is a standing' group coDDissioned to develop program activitie■ 

strategies, policy, etc. on a continuing basis within a circumscribed area ~f 

programmatic concerns. It can appoint sub-cOllllllittees or task forces to work 00 

specifically designated areas with more narrow focus. It alao perfonm a foruaa 

function for denominations to share their programs with each other and plan to 

cooperate where this seems appropriate and desirable. 

Scope of Responsibilities 

The scope 
Sexuality 
resources 

a) 
b) 

c) 
d) 

of responsibilities for the Commission on Family Ministries & Human 

is to develop cooperative study, research, experimentation, policy, 

and programs to assist churches in 

the educational task of the home; 

the fulfillment of their responsibility _for strengthening 

marriage and familial living through advocacy of adequate 

laws and sound policies and through programs of education , 

counseling, guidance, training and leadership development; 

the concerns with human sexuality throughout the life cycle; 

the support of persons who find themselves in transition with 

regards to changing sex roles and family patterns; 

e) and others as the Commission may decide. 

COMMISSION'S RELATIONSHIP TO THE NCC'S DIVISION OF EDUCATION AND MINISTRY 

EDUCATION FOR CHRISTIAN LIFE & MISSION PROGRAM COMMITTEE, 

AND FAMILY MINISTRIES AND HUMAN SEXUALIIY STAFF ASSOCIATE 

Di vis ion (DEM) and Program Commit tee (ECLM) 

The Commission has ultimate accountability to the NCC's Division of Education and 

Ministry (DEM) through the Education for Christian Life and Mission Program Com­

mittee(ECLM). 

1) All statements, NCC's policy/resolution initiations and programs 

must be channeled through the ECLM Program Coamittee . 

-- ·----- ·---·-- -· · ---· ··---·· ·------------------- --···---·---
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Any publications the Comnission desires to develop must be channeled 

through the Publisher's Cot11Dittee of the ECLM Program Committee. 

The Commission has the privilege and responsibility of focusing areas 

of concern fo; the ECLM Program Committee, thereby attempting to influence 

the Coamittee s goals and objectives as well as influencing decisions 

that carry NCC's authority of the DEM/ECLM. 

The Coamission will be responsive to the goals and objectives of the 

DEM/ECLM in the areas of family ministries and human sexuality .-

Staff Associate 

The staff associate is a member of the elected staff of the NCC, administratively 

responsible to the Associate General Secretary for the Division of Education and 

Ministry through the Executive Director of the Education for Christian Life and 

Mission Program Committee. The staff associate provides services to the Commission 

on Family Ministries & Human Sexuality and gives administrative leadership to the 

implementation of ideas and programs through the Education for Christia~ L~fe & 

Mission Program Committee . · 

The nature, scope and accotu1tabilities of the staff associate indicate that 

staffing the Commission is one dimension of• position which includes working 

relations with other NCC units as well as a wide variety of external relationships 

with professional organizations, inter-faith groups and national/international 

COUlllittees and agencies. The staff associate is also responsible for relating to 

the public sector for awareness of the latest research, curriculum development and 

programs in family life education, marriage, human sexuality and life cycle educa­

tion. He/She is responsible for initiating the development and formulation of NCC', 

policy statements; for conducting studies, for\11118, consultations, etc.; for in­

terpreting developing trends and emerging concerns/issues regarding a Chrutian 

ethic of human sexuality, marriage, parenting and family life to colleges, seminariea 

and member denominations and for working with a variety of .constituency coamitteea 

related to traditional family life and new patterns of familial living . He/She is 

also administratively responsible for th_e Wood Library . 

PARTICIPATION IN THE COMMISSION 

The Commission on Family Ministries and Human Sexuality has two classifications 

of participants: 

1) 

2) 

Members are representatives of the National Cotu1cil of Church's 

member denominations and representatives from denominations en­

titled to membership in the National Council of Churches . Members 

are appointed to the Coamission by the appropriate denominational 

executive . No membership fee is to be charged these denominations. 

Members have full voting privileges . 

Organizational Representatives are representatives of organizations 

whose concerns parallel the Commission's concerns and representatives 

from non-National Council of Churches' member denominations who are 

not eligible for membership in the National Council of Churches. Or­

ganizational Representatives must seek approval for participation in 

the Commission by offering a statement as to why they desire a par­

ticipatory relationship . The Executive Committee of the Commission 
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makes decis i ons regarding who s hould be seated as Organizational 

Representat i ves . Organizational Repres entatives have fu l l par­

ticipatory status, but hold no voting privilege. A $25 , 00 annual 

fee is required of Organizational Repres entatives. 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE COMMISSION 

.. ... _ -- . ,,, _ 

The Executive Co11111ittee of t he Co11111ission shall be comprised of seven persons 

no more than one of whom is an Organizational Representative (married couples will 

occupy one space) each elected for a three- year term. The terms will be rotated 

with two members elected for a three-year term for two successive years and three 

members elected for a three-year term on the third year. 

Example: 1979 -
1980 -
1981 -

Two membe rs off and two e lected 

Two members off and two e l ected 

Three members off and three elected . 

The Executive Committee ia to elect the Commission's President, Vice President 

and Secretary annually. The President or his/her selected representative may ' 

sit with the Education for Christian Life and Mission Program Committee when 

mutually agreed upon and when such participation would facilitate' the work of 

the Coamission and Program Committee. 

Responaibilities of the Executive C011111ittee include evaluation of proposals made 

to the Co11111ission from outaide the Commission or from staff between meetings 

deciding which should and can be implemented; appoint task force chairperaon'and 

members; receive, evaluate and coordinate reco11111endations from task forces; cir­

culate reports of task forces to all Co11111ission participants ; coamunicate re­

quests for approval for action to the NCC's ECLM Program Committee; monitor par­

ticipation in the Co11111isaion meetings and interpret the work of the Coamission to 

appropriate NCC units and member . denominations. 

TASK FORCES 

The Commission may work through task forces. The purpose of task forces shall 

be to plan for and to iaplement objectives and/or strategies approved by members 

of the Coamission. Plans shall include action steps , budget and suggested sources 

of funds. At times task forces may be designated to explore various concerns/ 

issues with the assignment of bringing reco11111endations to the Colllllission for de­

cision about appropriate implementation. 

Each task force will have a chairperson who will convene the meetings; coordinate 

inter-task force cOIIIIIWlications as well as coumunications between staff, Executive 

Committee and task force members; see that planned schedules are f ollowed or that 

alternate plans are developed, and make pe riodical (at least annual) wri tten re ­

ports to the Executive Committee. 

Adopted by Commission on Family Minis tries & Human Sexuality, November 1978 . 
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Dear Sir o r Madam: 

(Address) 

Washington, D.C. 

January 19, 1982 

Appendix F 

For my dissertation research at the University of Maryland's Dept. of 

Human Development Education, I am conducting an analysis of selected topics 

in current religious sex education curricula. According to the enclosed 

SIECUS bibliography of July 1980, your denomination has published the 

c urriculum materials listed below in sex education for juni o r high through 

adult groups. 

I would very much appreciate it if you would provide the following 

information as indicated below: 

1. The number of copies of each of the materials sold during the 

calendar year 1981 (or other fiscal year; please give dates) 

RESOURCES CIRCULATION IN 1981 

123 

(o r fiscal year ___ through ___ ) 

2. Any o ther c urriculum resources whi c h you have p ublished in sex 

edu cation for junior high through adult groups: 

Thank you very much for your help. If I do not hear from you witnin 

three weeks, I shall assume that no other publications have been issued in 

sex education for these age groups by your company. 

Sincerely, 

Mar jorie B. Dahlin 

Enc: SIECUS Bib l iogr~~hv 
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~ Education Resources Used in Analysis 

Am . 
eri c an Lutheran Church 

Christian Church (Di sciples 

of Christ ) 

Lutheran Church in America 

Created Male and Female. Augsburg Pub­

lishing House, 1969. For teen-age youth 

and young adults. (Circulation in 1981 : 

1,000). 

1. Created Male and Female, Teacher's 

Guide. (With 19 teaching charts). 

2 . Pamphlets ("Essay Folders ") for Stu­

dents ("Will It Last?, "What Sexual 

Intercourse Means ... ," "The Way It 

Is" (Descriptive Glossary), "What's 

It All About?" "The Effects of Sex­

uality," "Varieties of Male-Female 

Relationships in the Dating Sequence ," 

and "Inventories A, B, and E." 

(Pamphlets were analyzed as a group). 

Also screened were seven other pamph­

lets, three inventories, and three 

work sheets. 

3 . Sexual Integrity in Modern Society , 

Commission on Research and Social 

Action, American Lutheran Church 

4 . Facts Aren't Enough . Prepared for 

the Joint Committee on Health Prob­

lems in Education of the National 

Educational Association and the Amer­

ican Medical Association. 

5. 

6 . 

Growing: UJ2 to Love--Meaning of Sexual-

ity. Laraine Wright O'Malley . Chris-

tian Board of Publication , 1978. For 

grades 7-9. (Circulation in 1981: 

2 , 796) 

Understanding Your Sexual Self . Luth-

eran Church Press (order from Fortress), 

1974 . For senior high level. 

Update on Love,. Sex, and Life. Lutheran 

Church Press (order from Fortress), 1974. 

For senior high level. 

7. Pupil 's Book. 

125 



Lutheran Churc h -

Missouri Syno d 

Menn · 0 nite Church 

Roman Catholic Church 

Appendix G 

8 . Teacher's Guide. 

The Concordia Education Series. Concor-

dia , 1967. 

9. Take the High Road. For ages 12-14. 

10. Life Can Be Sexual. For ages 15 and 

over 

11. Parents Guide to Christian Conversa­

tion About Sex. (Chapters IV and v, 

concerned with questions of children 

under ag~ 12, were omitted from 

analysis.) 

12. Christian View of Sex Education. 

(For pastors, teachers , youth workers, 

and leaders) 

Love and Sex Are Not Enough. Herald Press, 

1977. For "young people. " 

1 3 . Text 

14. Student Activity Guide. 

Benziger Family Life Program . 

Inc. (a division of Benziger, 

Glencoe , Inc.) 1978. 

Benziger , 

Bruce & 

15. A Whole Person . Student Text. 

Grade 7 

16. A Whole Person. Teacher's Manual. 

Grade 7 

17. A Whole Person . Family Handbook . 

Grade 7 

18. Always Growing. Student Text. 

Grade 8 

19. Always Growing. Teacher's Manual. 

Grade 8 

20. Always Growing. Family Handbook. 

Grade 8 
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Education in Love Series. Committee 

on Sex Education, Diocese of Rochester, 

N.Y. Paulist Press, 1971. 

21. Education in Love. Handbook for 

Parents 

22 . Education in Love. Teacher's Guide, 

Grades 1-8. (Chapters for Grades 

1-6 omitted from analysis) 

23. Education in Love. Teacher's Guide, 

Grades 9-12. 

Sexuality in Christian Living Series. 

Broadman Press, 1972-73. 

24 . Growing Up with Sex (ages 12-14), 

1973 . (Circulation 10/ 1/80 -

9/30/81: 1,410) 

25. Sex is More Than a Word (ages 15-17), 

1973 . (Circulation 10/ 1/80 -

9/30/81: 1,001) 

26 . Made for Each Other. Young Adults. 

1973. (Circulation 10/ 1/80 -

9/30/81: 669) 

27 . Teaching 

Adults. 

9/30/81: 

Your Children About Sex. 

1973 . (Circulation 10/ 1 / 80 -

1,245) 

The Bible and the Body. Graded Press, 

1979 . For senior high youth. 

28. Student 's Book. (Circulation in 

1981: 5,920) 

29. Leader's Guide. (Circulation in 

1981 : 965) 

30. Family Ministry. Discipleship 

Resources , 1975. Chapter 8, "Educa­

tion in Human Sexuality," outlines 

resources and programs for all ages. 

31. God and Human Sexuality. Graded 

Press, 1971. Study Book and Supple­

ment. For adults. (Circulation in 

1981: 2 ,114) 
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United Methodist Church , 

continued 

Appendix G 

Journeys: A Christian Approach to 

Sexuality. Graded Press, 1979. 

For late teens. 

32 . Student Book. 

1981: 2902) 

33. Leader's Book. 

1981: 963) 

(Circulation in 

(Circulation in 

Sexually Speaking--Who Am I? Graded 

Press , 1973. For junior high youth. 

34. Student Book. 

1981: 3010) 
(Circulation in 

35 . Course Design Guide. 

tion in 1981: 575) 
(Circula-

Youth Views Sexuality. Graded Press , 

1971 . For senior high age level. 

36 . Student Book . 

1981: 1241) 
(Circulation in 

37 . Course Design Guide . 

in 1981: 468) 
(Circulation 
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APPENDIX H: 

TABLES 4 , 5 , 6, 7 , and 9 



Resource 

1 . Created Male and Female, Teacher ' s 
Guide (ALC)-- ----

2. Cre a ted Male and Female, 
Pamphlets (ALC) __ _ 

3. Sexual Integrity in Modern Society, 
~Created Male and Female Kit) 

4. Facts Aren ' t Enough . (In Created 
~e and Female Kit) --------

5. Growing Up to Love (Christian 
Church--=- Disc iples of Christ) 

6. Understanding Your Sexual Self 
(LCA) -- --- --

7. Update on Love, Sex and Life. 
Pupil's Book (LCA)-- ---

8. Update on Love, Sex and Life. 
Teacher's Guide(LCA) --

9. Take the High Road. (Lutheran 
~urch - Missouri Synod) 

TABLE 4 

PRESENCE OF DISCUSSION OF TOPIC 

Topi c 

Masturbation Contraception Homose~a .!..!Yi 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

No Yes Yes 

Yes No Yes 

(cont i nued) 

Yes; Topic is Present 
No; Topic is Absent 

Pre - marital 
Abortion Sex 

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 

Yes Yes 

No Yes 

Yes Yes ~ 
'O 
ro 
::, 
0., 

Yes Yes I-' · 
X 

::r: 
Yes Yes 

No Yes 

f-' 
w 
0 



Resourc e 

10 . Life Can Be Sexual . (Lutheran 

~urch =-Missouri Synod) 

11. Parents ' Guide t o Christian Conver­

sation About Sex (LC - Mo.~ 

12 . Christian View of Sex Education . 

(Lutheran Church-- -Missouri Synod) 

13 . Love and Sex Are Not Enough. Text. 

(Mennonite) 

14. Love and Sex Are Not Enough. Stu­

~ntActi vityGuide (Mennonite) 

15. A Whole Person. Student Text. 
- (Roman Catho lic) 

16. A Whole Person. Teacher's Manual. 

- (Roman Catholic) 

17. A Whole Pe rson. Family Handbook. 

- (Roman Catholic) 

18. Always Growing . Student Text . 

(Roman Catholic) 

19. Always Growing. Teacher's Manual . 

(Roman Ca tho lic) 

TABLE 4, Continued 

PRESENCE OF DISCUSSION OF TOPIC 

Topic 

Pre - marital 

Masturbation Contraception Homosexuality Abortion Sex 

Yes Yes Yes No Yes 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Yes No No No Yes 

Yes No No No Yes 

No No No No Yes 

No No No No Yes 

No No No No Yes 

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Yes* Yes Yes* Yes Yes 

*Implied in statement , '" The Church t ea c hes that the use of sexual 

powers outside ' the context of marriage is t o be cons i dered wrong." 

This topic mentioned specifically in corresponding student material. 

(cont inued) 

:r,, 
'O 
'O 
(D 
::, 
0, 
f-' · 
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::r:: 
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Resource 

20 . Always Growing. Family Handbook. 
(Roman Catholic) 

21. Education in Love. Handbook for 
Parents .-(Roman Catholic) 

22 . Education in Love. Teacher ' s 
Guide , Grades 1-8. (Roman Cath . ) 

23. Education in Love. Teacher's 
Guide, Grade s 9- 12. (Roman Cath.) 

24 . Growing Up with Sex . (Southern 
BaptistConvention) 

25 . Sex is More than a Word. (Southern 
Baptist Conventio~ 

26 . Made for Each Other. 
--iiaptist Convention) 

(Southern 

27. Teaching Your Children About Sex. 
(Southern Baptist Conventio~ 

28. The Bible and the Body. Student ' s 
Bo~(Unite<!Methodist Church) 

TABLE 4, Continued 

PllliSENCE OF DISCUSSION OF TOPIC 

Topic 

Masturbation Contrace_I>_tion Homosexuality 

Yes No i-lo 

No Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

No Yes No 

(continued) 

Abortion 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Pre -marital 
Sex 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

~ 
(1) 

::i 
0., 
I-'· 
X 

::r: 

r-' 
w 
N 



Resource 

29 . The Bib l e and the Body. Leader's 
Gui de. (United Methodist Church) 

30 . Family Ministry . (United Me thodist 
Church) 

31. God and Human Sexual ity (includes 
--Supplement). United Meth . Chu.ch ) 

32 . Journeys. Student Book. (United 
Methodist Church) 

33. Journeys. Leader's Book. (United 
Methodist Church) 

34. Sexually Speaking-- Who Arn I? S t u­
dent Book. (Unit~Meth~ Church) 

35. Sexually Speaking-- Who Arn~? 
Course Design Guide (Un. Meth. Ch . ) 

36 . Youth Views Sexuality. Student 
Book~nited Methodist Church ) 

37 . Youth Views Sexuality. Course 
~ign Guide . (United Meth. Church) 

TABLE 4, Contin ued 

PRESENCE OF DISCUSSION OF TOPIC 

Topic 

Masturbatio n ContraceIJtion llomosexuali t.i'. 

No No No 

Yes No Yes 

No Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

No Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

Yes Yes Yes 

No Ye s No 

Abortion 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Pre - marital 
Sex ----

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes i 
(1) 
:::, 
0, 
f-'· 
X 

:::c 
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Resource 

1 . Created Male and Female, Teacher's 
Guide (ALC)-- ----

2. Created Male and Female, 
Pamphlets (ALC) __ _ 

3. Sexual Integrity in Modern Society, 
(in Created Male and Female Kit) --------

4. Facts Aren't Enough. (In Created 
~e and Female Kit) --------

5. Growing Up to Love (Christian 
Churc h--:- Disc iples of Christ) 

6 . Understanding Your Sexual Self 
(LCA) 

7 . Update on Love, Sex and Life. 
Pupil's. Book (LCA)-- - - -

8 . Update on Love, Sex and Life. 
Teacher's Guid;-fLCA) --

9. Take the High Road. (Lutheran 
~urch - Mis~i Synod) 

TABLE 5 

NUMBER OF SENTENCES ON EACH TOP IC 

Topic 

Masturbation Contr aception Homo sexuality 

6 2 65 

13 24 11 

18 33 31 

27 11 16 

34 40 29 

19 17 9 

38 22 91 

0 5 73 * 

23 D 24 

Abortio n 

5 

1 2 

27 

7 

D 

3 

89 

86 

0 

Pre-marit a l 
Sex 

242* 

94 

106 

8 

79 

88 

148 

83 

95 

*Phonograph recor<l on this topic included in pa ckage of materials 
••or in porti ons of resources included in analysis 

(continued) 

Est . To tal # 
of SPntences 
in Resourc-e * * 

3704 

558 

425 

ll05 

1530 

2112 

2760 

1554 

1275 

?; 
'O 
(D 

::s 
0., 
f-' · 
:,( 

tt: 

I-' 
w 
.i,. 



Resource 

10 . Li fe Can Be Sexual . (Lutheran 
---- - - - -

Church - Missouri Synod) 

11. Parents ' Guide to Christian Conver­

sation About Sex (LC - Mo.~ 

1 2 . Christian View of Sex Education. 

(Lutheran Churc h~ Missouri Synod) 

13 . Love and Sex Are Not Enough. Text. 

(Mennonite) 

14. Love and Sex Are Not Enough. Stu­

dent Activity Guide (Mennonite) 

15 . A Whole Person. Student Text. 

- (Roman Catholic) 

16. A Who le Person. Teac her's Manual. 

- (Roman Catho lic) 

17 . A Whole Person. Family Handbook. 

- (Roman Catholic) 

18 . Always Growing. S tudent Text. 

(Roman Catholic) 

19. Alway s Growing. Teacher's Ma nual. 

(Roman Catho li c ) 

TABLE 5 , Continued 

NUMBER OF SENTENCES ON EACH TOP I C 

Topi c 

Pre-mar i tal 

Masturbation Contrac e£_ti on Homosexuality Abortio n Sex 

44 7 

30 92 

100 27 

17 0 

3 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

11 19 

8 11 

(continued) 

67 0 256 

55 13 11 8 

4 2 58 

0 0 276 

0 0 91 

0 0 137 

0 0 35 

0 0 44 

7 49 23 

8 35 8 

*Chapte r s IV and V omitted 
••o r i n po rtions of reso urc es included 

i n a nalysis 

Est. To t a l ff 
of Sentences 
in Reso urc e ** 

23 76 

2100 • 

252 3 

1824 

9 4 5 

1860 

10 7 5 

784 

12 20 

:i:, 
1419 :g 

Cl) 
::, 
p_, 
I-'· 
>: 
:I: 

I-' 
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u, 



Resource 

20. Always Growing. Family Handbook. 
(Roman Catho lic} 

21. Educ ation in Love. Handbook f o r 
Parents.-lRoman Catholi c} 

22. Education in Love. Teacher's 
Guide, Grades 1-8. (Roman Cath.} 

2 3. Educ ation in Love. Teacher's 
Guide, Grades 9-12. (Roman Cath.} 

24. Growing Up with Sex. (Southe rn 
BaptistCcmvention} 

25. Sex is Mo re than a Word. (Southern 
Baptist Conventio~ 

26 . Made for Eac h Other. (So uthe rn 
~ptist Conventio n} 

27 . Teaching Yo ur Children About Sex . 
(Southern Baptist Conven tio~ 

28 . The Bible and the Body. S tuden t 's 
~~(Unitec!Metho dist Church } 

TABLE 5 , Con tinued 

NUMBER OF SENTENCl:.S ON EACH TOPI C 

Masturbation Contrace.12.tion 

5 0 

0 13 

18 50 

21 45 

33 18 

51 73 

124 28 

33 37 

0 13 

(contin ued} 

Topi c 

Pre - mar i tal 

Ho mosexuality Abortion Sex 

0 31 20 

13 10 16 

35 41 19 

11 0 73 

48 21 347 

10 4 21 429 

167 2 65 

2 9 1 52 

0 5 2 

*Chapters for Grades 1- 6 omitted 

**Or in portions of resources in c luded 
in analysis 

Est. To tal # 
of Sentences 
in Resource* * 

675 

464 

1403 * 

1483 

1672 

1488 

2058 

1416 

1782 

:g 
(1) 

::i 
0, 
I-'· 
>( 

::i:: 

I-' 
w 
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TABLE 5 , Contin ued 

NUMBER OF SENTENCES ON EAC H TOP I C 

Resource 

.Masturbation 

29. The Bible and the Body. Leader's 
Guide. (Uni ted Methodist Church) 

30. Family Ministry. (United Methodist 
Church) 

31. God and Human Sexuality (includes 
--Supplement). United Meth. Church) 

32 . Journeys . Student Book. (United 
Methodist Church) 

33 . Journeys . Leader's Book. (United 
Methodist Church) 

34. Sexually Speaking--Who Arn .!_7 Stu­
dent Book. (United Meth. Church) 

35. Sexually Speaking--Who Arn .!_7 
Course Design Guide (Un. Meth. Ch . ) 

36 . Youth Views Sexuality. Student 
Book. (United Me t ho dist Chur c h) 

37 . Youth Views Sexuality . Course 
Des ign Guide. (United Me th . Churc h) 

Total : 

0 

1 

0 

6 

0 

18 

30 

22 

0 

753 

Topi c 

ContraceE_tiop Hornosexualitj'._ 

0 0 

0 1 

20 72 

77 1 5 

28 20 

37 32 

6 106 

1 2 39 

7 0 

774 1155 

*Only Chapter 8 included in analysi s 

Abo rtio n 

0 

0 

13 

36 

15 

5 

l 

7 

5 

550 

• •o r in portions of resources included in analvsis 

Pre - marital 
Sex 

22 

2 

399 

349 

28 

274 

161 

436 

393 

5176 

Est. Total # 
of Sentences 
in Resou1ce** 

1452 

252 * 

3947 

1568 

1054 

1969 

2134 

1050 

1958 

58 , 974 

i 
ro 
::i 
0, 
I-' · 
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::r: 

I-' 
w 
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Resource 

1. Created Male and Female, Teacher's 
Guide (ALC)-- ----

2. Created Male and Female, 
Pamphlets (ALC) __ _ 

3. Sexual Integrity in Modern Society, 
~Created Mal-;-and Fema le Kit) ---- --- -- ---

4. Facts Aren't Enough. (In Created 
~e and Female Kit) --------

5. Growing Up to Love (Christian 
Church-::- Disciples of Christ) 

6 . Understanding Your Sexual Self 
(LCA ) -- --- --

7. Update on Love, Sex and Life. 
Pupil's Boo k (LCA)-- ---

8. Update on Love, Sex and Life. 
Teacher's Guide(LCA) --

9. Take the High Road. (Lutheran 
~urc h - Missmi"ri Synod) 

TABLE 6 

DIRECTION OF STANCE 

Masturbation 

Dis 

Ace 

NST 

NST 

lice 

NST 

lice 

Dis 

Ace= Accepting S tance 
Dis= Disapproving Sta nc e 
NST = No Stance Taken or 

Ambiguous St,,nce 
Topic Not Covered 

Topic 

Cont r ace_e_tion 1 Homosexuality Abortio n 

Pre-mari tal 

Sex 

NST Dis NST Dis 

NST NST NST Dis 

lice Dis NS'T Dis 

NST Dis NS'l' Dis 

NST NST NST 

lice NST NST NST 

lice Dis NST Dis 

Ace Dis NST Dis 

Dis Dis 

:g 
(1) 
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0, 
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Resourc e 

10 . Life Can Be Sexual . (Lutheran 

~urch :-Missouri Synod} 

11. Parents' Guide to Christian Conver­

sation About Sex (LC - Mo. Syn . } 

12. Christian View of Sex Education. 

(Lutheran Church~Missouri Synod) 

13. Love and Sex Are No t Enough. Text. 

(Menno nite} 

14. Love and Sex Are Not Enough. Stu­

dent Activi ty Guide (Mennonite} 

15. A Whole Pers on . Student Text. 
--------

(Roman Catholic} 

16. A Who le Person. Teacher's Manual. 

- (Roman Catholi c} 

17. ~ Whole Person. Family Handbook. 

(Roman Catholic) 

18. Always Growing. Student Text. 

(Roman Catholic} 

19. Always Growing . Teacher's Manual. 

(Roman Catholic} 

TABLE 6 , Continued 

DIRECTION OF STANCE 

Masturbation Contraception1 

Dis NST 

NST Ace 

Dis NST 

Dis 
0 

Dis 

Dis Dis3 

Dis Dis3 

(continued} 

Topic 

Homosexuality Abortion 

Dis 

Dis Dis 

Dis NST 

Dis Dis 

Dis Dis 

Pre-marital 
Sex 

Dis 

Dis 

Dis 

Dis 

Dis 

Di s 

Dis 

Dis 

Dis 

Dis 

:g 
(1) 
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Q, 
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Resource 

20 . Always Growing. Family Handbook. 
(Roman Catholic) 

21 . Educat i on in Love. Handbook for 
Parents .-(Roman Catholic) 

22 . Education in Love . Teacher's 
Gu i de, Grades 1- 8. (Roman Cath.) 

23. Education in Love . Teacher's 
Guide , Grades 9 - 12. (Roman Cath.) 

24 . Growing Up wi th Sex . (Southern 
BaptistConvention) 

25. Sex is More than a Wo rd . (Southern 
Baptist Co~tion) 

26 . Made for Each Other. (Southern 
~ptist Convention) 

27. Teaching Your Children About Sex. 
(Southern Baptist Conventioni-

28. The Bible and the Body. Student's 
-Boo~(Unit;a-Methodist Church) 

TABLE 6 , Continued 

DIRECTION OF STANCE 

Topic 

Masturbat i on Contrac eption 1 Homosexuality 

Dis 

Acc 3 Dis 

Dis Acc 3 Dis 

Dis Ace Dis 

NST NST Dis 

Ace Ace Dis 

NST Ace Dis 

NST Ace NST 

Ace 

(continued) 

Abortion 

Dis 

Dis 

Dis 

NST 

NST 

NST 

Ace 

NST 

Pre-marital 
Sex 

Dis 

Dis 

Dis 

Dis 

NST 

NST 

Dis 

Dis 

Uis 

?] 
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Resource 

29. The Bible and the Body. Leader's 
Guide. (United Methodist Church) 

30. Family Ministry. (United Methodist 
Church) 

31 . God and Hwnan Sexuality (includes 
- Supplement). United Meth. Church) 

32. Journeys. Student Book. (United 
Methodist Church) 

33. Journeys. Leader's Book. (United 
Methodist Church) 

34. Sexually Speaking--Who Am .!_? Stu­
dent Book. (United Meth. Church) 

35. Sexually Speaking- - Who Am .!_? 

36. 

37. 

Course Design Guide (Un. Meth. Ch.) 

Youth Views Sexuality. Student 
Book. (United Methodist Church) 

Youth Views Sexuality. Course 
Design Guide. (United Meth. Church) 

TABLE 6 , Con tinued 

DIRECTION OF STANCE 

Topi c 

Masturbation Contraceptio(Jl Homosexuality 

NS'!' NST 

Ace NST 

NST NST Dis 

Acc 2 Dis 

NST Ace Dis 

Ace NST NST 

Ac e NS'l' Dis 

NST ---

Abortion 

NST 

NST 

NST 

NS'l' 

NST 

NST 

NST 

Pre-ma rital 
Sex 

NST 

N::i'l" 

Dis 

Dis 

Dis 

Dis 

NST 

Dis 

Dis 

1refers t o contraceptive u se , non - p r oc r ea tio nal sex, and/ or family planning by marri ed couples . 

2no c l e ar position , but accepting stance is implied , p. 15. 

3
supports concept of family planning but accepts only rhythm method or "me ans that agree with nature ." 

:g 
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Reso urce 

1. Created Male and Female, Teache r' s 
Guide (ALC)-- ----

2. Created Male and Female, 
Pamphl e t s (ALC ) __ _ 

3. Sexual Integrity in Modern Society , 
(in Cre ate d Ma l e and Female Kit) 

4. Fac t s Aren ' t Eno ugh. (I n Created 
~e and Fema l e Kit) ---- --- -

5 . Gr owi ng Up t o Love (Christian 
Church-.:- Disc i p l es of Chr i st) 

6. Understandi ng Your Sexua l Se l f 
(LCA) 

7 . Update on Love , Sex and Life . 
Pupil's Book (LC/\ )-- ---

8 . Upda te on Love, Sex a nd Li f e . 
Teacher' s Guide (LCA) 

9 . Take the High Road . (Lutheran 
~urch - Mi ssou"ri Synod) 

TABLE 7 

TYPES OF AUTHORITY QUOTED IN SUPPORT 
OF STANCES TOWARD TOPICS 

Topi c 

1 = Scientific Authority 
2 = Re l ig i ous Autho r i ty , Scrip ture 
3 = Re ligio us Autho rity , 

Ch urch 'l'P it rh ;na o r 'l'rit d ition 
NST = No Stan :e Take n or Ambi guous Sta nce 

Topic No t lli :;c ussed 
NIIQ = No Au t hor i t y Quo ted 

Mas t urbatio n Contracepti_o n Homose><_uali ty_ Abortio n 
Premarital 

Sex 

1 NST NI\Q NS1 MAO 

1 NST NS'I NST NI\Q 

1 3 1, 2 , 3 NI\Q 1, 2 

1 NAQ NI\Q NIIQ NI\Q 

1 NST 1 NI\Q 

NST NIIQ NST NST t.AI,/ 

1 2 1, 2 , 3 3 NA',! 

NAQ 3 3 3 

NAQ NAQ 2 

(Contin ued) 

u, 
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Res our c e 

10 . Life Can Be Sexual . (Lutheran 
~ u rch :-Misso uri Syno d) 

11. Parents' Guide to Christian Co nver­
satio n About Sex (LC - Mo .Syn.) 

1 2. Chris tian View of Sex Ed u catio n. 
(Lutheran Church---Misso uri Syno d) 

13. Love a n d Sex Are Not Eno ugh. Text . 
(Menno nite) 

14. Love and Sex Are No t Eno ugh. Stu­
dent Ac tiv ity Guid e (Me n noni te) 

15. A Who le Perso n. S tude nt Text. 
- (Roman Catholic) 

16. A Who le Perso n . Tea cher 's Man ua l . 
- (Ro man Ca tho lic) 

17. A Who le Pe rso n . Family Handbook. 
- (Roma n Catholic) 

1 8 . 

19 . 

Always Growi ng. S tudent Tex t. 
( Roman Catho li c ) 

Alway s Growing. Teacher' s Manua l . 
(Roman Ca tholic) 

TABLE 7 , Continue d 

TYPES OF AUTHORITY QUOTED IN SUPPORT 

OF STANCES TOWARD TOP I CS 

Top ic 

Masturbation Contrace.!?_tion Homo s e xua l ity 

NAQ NST 1 , 2 

NAQ NAQ N/\Q 

3 3 NI\\,! 

1 

NAQ 

NAQ 3 3 

3 3 3 

*"Aga inst God ' s l aws" 

(Con tinued ) 

Abo rtion 

3 

i1 l~Q 

3 

NAQ 

P r e marita l 
Se x 

1 , 2 , 3 

NAQ 

2 

1 , 2 

NAQ 

* 2 

NAQ 

L 

NAQ 

3 U1 

"' 
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~esource 

20. Always Growing. Family Handbook. 
(Roman Catholic) 

21. Education in Love. Handbook f or 
Parents .-(Roman Catholic) 

22. Education in Love. Teacher's 
Guide, Grades 1-8 . (Roman Cath.) 

23. Education in Love. Teacher's 
Guide, Grades 9-1 2 . (Roman Cath.) 

24. Growing Up with Se x. (Southern 
Baptist Convention) 

25. Sex is More than a Wo rd. (Southern 
Baptist Conventio;:;-i--

26. Made for Each Other. 
-iiaptist Convention) 

(Southern 

27. Teaching Your Children About Sex. 
(Southern Baptist Conventio~ 

28. The Bible and the Body. Student's 
-~(UnitedMethodist Church) 

TABLE 7 , Continued 

TY PES OF AUTHORITY QUOTED IN SUPPORT 
OF STANCES TOWA RD TOPICS 

Topic 

Masturbation Contrace.12.tion Homosexuality 

NAQ 

3a N/\Q 

1, 3 3a NAQ 

NAQ NAQ NAQ 

NAQ NS'! 2 

1 NAQ NAQ 

1 rlAQ 1 , 2 

1 NAQ NAO 

NAQ 

ac i tes c hurch authority fo r v i ew that rhy t hm is o nly acceptab l e mean s 

(Continued) 

Abortion 

NAO 

3 

3 

i'~AO 

NST 

rlST 

NST 

Premarital 
Sex 

NAO 

2 

2 

NAQ 

NAO 

NAQ 

2 

2 

3 

~ 
(1) 
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Resource 

29. The Bible and the Body. Leader's 
Guide. (United Methodist Church) 

30. Family Ministry. (United Methodist 
Church) 

31. God and Human Sexuality (includes 
--Supplement). United Meth. Church) 

32. Journeys. Student Book. (United 
Methodist Church) 

33. Journeys. Leader's Book. (United 
Methodist Church) 

34. Sexually Speaking--Who Am.!_? Stu­
dent Book. (United Meth. Church) 

35. Sexually Speaking--Who Am.!_? 

Course Design Guide (Un. Meth. Ch .) 

36. Youth Views Sexuality. Student 
Book. (United Methodist Church) 

37. Youth Views Sexuality. Course 
Design Guide. (United Meth. Church) 

TABLE 7 , Continued 

TYPES OF AUTHORITY QUOTED IN SUPPORT 
OF STANCES TOWARD TOPICS 

Topic 

Masturbation Contrace_p_tioIJ Homosexualitf 

NS'l' NST 

NAQ 1, 2, 3 

NST NAQ 3 

' NST 2 

NAQ NAQ 1 

NAQ NST 2 

1 NST 2 

NST ---

Abortion 

NST 

2 , 3 

2 

NAQ 

NST 

NST 

NST 

Pre -marital 
Sex 

2 , 3 

NST 

2 , 3 

3 

2 , 3 

2 

NAQ 

1, 3 

3 ~ 
'D 
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Resourc e 

1. Created Male and Female, Teacher's 
Guide (ALC)-- ----

2. Created Male and Female, 
Pamphlets (ALC) __ _ 

3. Sexual Integrity in Modern Society, 
\in Created Male and Female Kit) 

4. Facts Aren't Enough. \In Created 
Male and Female Kit) -- - -----

5. Growing Up to Love \Christian 
Church-:- Disciples of Christ) 

6. Understanding Your Sexual Self 
(LCA) -- - ----

7. Update on Love, Sex and Life . 
Pupil's Book (LCA)-- ---

8 . Update~ Love, Sex and Life. 
Te ache r's Guide (LCA ) 

9 . Take the High Ro ad. (Luthera n 
~ur c h - Missouri Synod ) 
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TABLE 9, Cont i nued 

PREDOMINANT VALUES EDUCATION APPROACH 

Resourc e 

10 . Li f e Can Be Sexual . (Lutheran 
~ urch -:-Missouri Synod) 

11 . Parents ' Guide to Christian Conver­
sation Abo ut Sex (LC - Mo . Syn.) 

12. Chr i s t ian View of Sex Educ ation. 
(Lu ther an Ch u r ch-::-Missour i Synod) 

13 . Love and Sex Are Not Enough . Text. 
(Mennonite) 

14. Love and Sex Are Not Eno ugh. Stu­
dent Activity Guide (Mennonite) 

15. A Whole Person. Student Text. 
- (Roman Catholic) 

16 . A Whole Person . Teacher's Manua l. 
- (Roman Catholic) 

17. A Whole Person. Family Handbook . 
- (Roman Catho lic) 

18 . Always Growing . Student Text . 
(Roman Catholic) 

19. Alwa ys Growing. Teacher ' s Manual. 
(Roman Catho lic ) 
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TABLE 9 , Continued 

PREDOMI NANT VA LUES EDUCATI ON AP PROACH 

E:esource 

20. Always Growing. Family Handbook . 
(Roman Catholic) 

21. Education in Love . Handbook for 
Parents.-(Roman Catho lic) 

22. Education in Love. Teacher's 
Guide, Grades 1-8. (Roman Cath.) 

23. Education in Love. Teacher's 
Guide, Grades 9-12. (Roman Cath.) 

24. Growing Up with Sex. (Southern 
BaptistCorwention) 

25. Sex is More than a Wo rd. (So uthern 
Baptist Conventio~ 

26 . Made for Each Other . (Southern 
~ptist Conventio n) 

27 . Teaching Your Children Abo ut Sex. 
(Southern Baptist Conventioni-

28 . The Bible and the Body . Student's 
- Boo~(Unite<iMethodist Churc h ) 

Masturbation 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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TABLE 9 , Continued 

PREDOMINANT VALUES EDUCATI ON APPROACH 

Resourc e 

29 . The Bible and the Bo dy ." Leader's 
Guide. Wnite d Me thodist Church) 

30. Family Ministry. (United Methodist 
Church) 

31. God and Human Sexuality (includes 
-Supplement). United Meth. Church) 

32. J ourneys. Student Book. (United 
Methodist Church) 

33. J o urneys. Leader's Boo k. (United 
Methodist Church) 

34. Sexually Speaking--Who Am.!_? Stu­
dent Book. (United Meth. Churc h) 

35. Sexually Speaking--Who Am.!_? 

Co urse Design Guide (Un. Meth. Ch.) 

36. Youth Views Sexuality . St udent 
Book. (United Me t hodist Church) 

37. Yo uth Views Sexuality. Course 
Des ign Guide. (United Meth . Church) 
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TABLE 10 

DISCUSSION OF CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS* 
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Created Male & Female, X X X X X X X 

Pamphle t, "The way It 

Is" (American Luth-

eran) 

Growing Uj2 to Love-- 19 19 19 

Meanin9 of Sexuali t:L 

(Christian Church -
Disci. of Christ) 

Understanding Your 
39- 39- 39-

40 40 40 

sexual Self (Lutheran 

Church in America) 

17 17 

Update on Love, sex , 
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51 

Life can Be Sexual 
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*Number s denote pages in manuals where'discussion of contraceptive appears. 

(x ; source not paginated) 
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Resource 

Education in Love, 

Handbook for Parents 

(Roman Catholic) 

Education in Love, 

Teacher's Guide, 

Grades 1-8 (Roman 

Catholic) 

Education in Love, 

Teacher's Gui de, 

Grades 9-12 (Roman 

Catholic) 

Growin9: UJ2 with sex 

(Southern Baptist) 

Sex is More Than a 

Word (Southern Bap-

tist) 

Made f or Each Other 

(Southern Baptist) 

Te achin9: Your Child-

ren About sex (South-

ern Baptist) 
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APPENDIX I: 

CHARACTERISTIC THEMES, SOURCE DOCUMENTATION 



2. 

THEMES 

~turbation 

l. 

(27 of the 37 resources discussed masturbation . ) 

Boys are more like l y to masturbate than girl s. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 13 

Number of groups represented: 7 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

Appendix I 154 

"Research shows 92 percent of men and 62 percent of women have had some 

kind of autoerotic experiences." Also: "Because male genitalia are 

outside the body and can be more easi l y stimulated by friction from 

clothing or other pressures, this activity is generally more prevalent 

in boys than girls." (Made for Each Other, p . 125 and p. 129, Southern 

Baptist Convention) 

Other Sources: Created Male and Female, pamphlet, "The Way It Is," De­

scriptive Glossary, American Lutheran Church; Created Male and Femal e ., 

Sexual Integrity in Modern Society, p. 21, American Lutheran Church; 

Created Male and Female , Facts Aren ' t Enough, p. 45, American Lutheran 

Church; Growing Up to Love--Meaning of Sexuality, p. 7, Christian Church­

Disciples of Christ; Love and Sex Are Not Enough, Book, p. 79, Mennonite 

Church; Education in Love, Teacher's Guide , p. 53 , Roman Catholic Church ; 

Christian View of Sex Education, p. 11, Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod; 

Teaching Your Children About Sex, p. 71, Southern· Baptist Convention; 

Sexually Speaking--Who Arn I?" Student Reading Book, p. 24 , United Metho­

dist Church; Sexually Speaking--Who Arn I? Course Design Guide , p. 90, 

United Methodist Church; Youth Views Sexuality , Student Reading Book, p. 

73 , United Methodist Church. 

Masturbation does not cause any physical harm_. 

Number of material s which contain this theme: 13 

Number of groups represented: 6 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"The r e i s no e vidence to indicate that it (masturbation) r e sults in any 

Physical harm. " (Created Male and Female, p amp hle t, "The Way It Is , " 

De s criptive Gl ossary, American Lutheran Churc h) 

Other Sources: Created Male and Female , Sexual I ntegri ty in Modern Societ,: , 

P. 21, American Lutheran Church; Created Male and Female , Fac ts Ar e n't 

Enough, p. 45, American Lutheran Church; Gr o wing Up to Love --Me aning o f 

Sexua l ity , p. 1 8 , Chris tian Churc h-Di sc i p l es of Chris t; Educatio n in Love , 

Teach e r ' s Guide , p . 52 , Ro ma n Ca t ho l ic Church ; Growing Up With Sex , p . 45, 
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Southern Baptist Convention; Sexually Speaking--Who Am I?, Course 

Design Guide , p. 30, United Methodist Church; Sexually Speaking-­

Who Am I?, Student Reading Book, p. 24, United Methodist Church; 

Youth Views Sexuality , Student Reading Book, p. 72, United Metho­

dist Church; Sex Is More Than A Word, p. 29, Southern Baptist 

Convention; Christian View of Sex Education, p . 10, Lutheran 

Church, Missouri Synod; Made For Each Other, p. 126, Southern Bap­

tist Convention; Teaching Your Children About Sex, p. 71, Southern 

Baptist Convention. 

3. Many myths about masturbation exist. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 11 

Number of groups represented: 7 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"When I was a teenager I remember reading some religious tracts 

which said that people who masturbate go insane. Thank God we have 

largely passed from that benighted period. Masturbation will not 

drive one insane, nor will it cause warts to grow on the palm of 

one's hand, nor will it cause one's penis to grow larger or waste 

away." (Love and Sex Are Not Enough, Book, p. 79, Mennonite Church) 

Other Sources: Created Male and Female, Sexual Integrity in 

Modern Society, pp. 21-22, American Lutheran Church; Growing Up to 

Love--Meaning of Sexuality, p. 7, Christian Church-Disciples of 

Christ; Update on Love, Sex, and Life, Pupil's Book, p. 12, Luth­

eran Church in America; Take the High Road, p. 71, Lutheran Church­

Missouri Synod; Life Can be Sexual, p. 42, Lutheran Church, Missou­

ri Synod; Sex is More Than a Word, pp. 28-29, Southern Baptist Con­

vention; Growing Up With Sex, p . 45, Southern Baptist Convention; 

Sexually Speaking--Who Am I?, Student Reaidng Book, pp. 23-24, 

United Methodist Church; Youth Views Sexuality, Student Reading 

Book, p. 72, United Methodist Church; Made For Each Other, p . 126, 

Southern Baptist Convention. 

4. Masturbation is a common practice among young people. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 8 

Number of groups represented: 5 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"There are all kinds of statistics about young peopl e and masturba­

tion. All show that it is prevalent among the majority of boys 

and girls . " Also "Most young people . . . masturbate." (Grow-

ing Up to Love--Meaning of Sexuality, p. 7 and p. 18, Christian-­

Church-Disciples of Christ. 

Other Sources: Created Male 

46, Amrican Lutheran Church; 

Mennonite Church; Growing Up 

and Female, "Facts Aren 't Enough," p. 

Love and Sex Are Not Enough , p. 79 , 

With Sex , p . 45, So. Baptist Convention; 
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Ma de f or Each Other, p . 64, Southern Baptist Convention ; Teaching Your Children 

About Sex, p . 71 , Southern Baptist Convention; Sexually Speaking--Who Am I? 

Student Reading Book , p. 24 , United Methodist Church; Sexually Sp~aking--Wh~ 

~?, Course Design Guide , p . 30, United Methodist Church . 

5 - Masturbation can be beneficial. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 5 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Source: 

"There are certain positive values that can be derived from masturbation. I t 

can be an important part of your total personal development. Your body is the 

good creation of God and is capable of amazing physiological reactions. 

Through masturbation your awareness of yourself as a sexual being is reinforced. 

It can provide for releasing normal sexual tensions and for developing a 

healthy self-image." (Growing Up With Sex, p . 45, Southern Baptist Conventio n ) 

Other Sources: Update on Love, Sex , and Life, Pupil's Book, p. 12, Lutheran 

Church in America; Growing Up to Love~-Meaning of Sexuality, p. 18, Christi a n 

Church-Disciples of Christ; Youth Views Sexuality , p. 72 , United Methodist 

Church ; Sex Is More Than a Word, p. 29, Southern Baptist Convention . 

Emotional damage may result from feelings o f shame and guilt about mastur­

bation. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 5 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"It (masturbation) can be a healthy experience . I f guilt a nd f ear b e come p a rt 

of it, however, it can become unhealthy and leave emotional s Gars." (Sex is 

More Than a Word, p. 29, Southern Baptist Convention) 

OthP.r Sources : Created Male and Female, Facts Aren ' t Enough, p. 46 , Ameri c a n 

Lutheran Church; Sexually Speaking--Who Am I?, Course Design Guide, p . 30 , 

United Methodist Church; Youth Views Sexuality, Student Reading Book , p . 72 , 

United Methodist Church; Teaching Your Children About Sex , p . 71, Southern 

Baptist Con ventio n . 
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:-1asturbat i o n ma y pro d u ce unnecessar y f eelings of guilt a nd a n x i e ty amo n g 

cido les cents . 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"The act itself is harmless, but the guilt feelings which many persons ha v e 

about it (masturbation) can cause problems. There is nothing inherently 

naughty or disgusting about masturbation . . . " (Growing Up t o Love--Mea ning _ 

of Sexuality, p. 18, Christian Church--Disciples of Christ) 

Other Sources: Created Male and Female, pamphlet, "The Way It Is," Descrip­

tive Glossary, American Lutheran Church; Teaching Your Children About Sex, p . 

72, Southern Baptist Convention; Youth Views Sexuality, Student Reading Book, 

p. 72, United Methodist Church. 

8 . Masturbation may be an indication of emotional immaturity. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Masturbation may indicate that the person is not mature emotionally . He i s 

continuing an infantile habit. . For a growing child or a t e en-ager t o 

go on sucking his thumb, amusing himsel f with his toes, or playing with hi s 

sex organs is out of place. The teen-ager should be outgrowing such habits, 

pleasure-giving as they may be." (Take the High Road, p. 71, Lutheran Churc h, 

Missouri Synod) 

Other Sources: Education in Love, Teacher's Guide, Grades 9-12 , p . 31, Roma n 

Catholic Church; Teaching Your Children About Sex, p . 72 , So uthern Baptist 

Convention. 

Parents should not punish the child for masturbating. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Number of groups represented: 3 
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Illustrative Excerpt: 

"They (parents) should not shame or punish the child for it (mas­

turbation), threaten him with dreadful consequences, or confine him 

in any way to stop him from touching his genitals." (Created Male 

and Female, _ Facts Aren't Enough , p . 45, American Lutheran Church) 

Other Sources: Parent's Guide to Christian Conversation About 

Sex, pp. 41-42, Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod; Made for Each Other, 

p. 129, Southern Baptist Convention; Teaching Your Children About 

Sex, p. 72, Southern Baptist Convention. 

10. The practice of masturbation can be lessened by cultivation of wider 

interests and activities and/or the avoidance of excessive erotic 

stimulation. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Parents will be most helpful to the young child in this connection 

(masturbation) if they provide a happy, relaxed, loving home atmos-

phere, with a daily routine that offers the child interesting and 

absorbing things to do, while it avoids situations that might encour­

age masturbation. " (Created Male and Female , Facts Aren't Enough, 

p. 45, American Lutheran Church) 

Other Sources: Created Male and Female, Sexual Integrity in Modern 

Society, p. 22, American Lutheran Church; Take the High Road, p. 71, 

Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod; Made for Each Other , p. 129, South­

ern Baptist Convention. 

11. Children learn to explore their bodies at a very early age. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Babies often handle their sex organs in a casual way, just as they 

often play with their toes or their ears. This casual bodily explor­

ation should not disturb parents." (Created Male and Female, Facts 

Aren't Enough, p. 35; American Lutheran Church) 

Other Sources: Take the High Road, p. 71, Lutheran Church, Missouri 

Synod; Growing up with Sex, p. 45, Southern Baptist Convention; Made 

fpr Each other, p. 129, Southern Baptist Convention. 
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12. The practice o f masturbation i ndi c ates an emoti ona l problem . 

Nwnber of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Nwnber of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

" ... While habitual masturbation will not injure the body, it is 

probably a sign of some psychological problem for which the indi­

vidual should seek counseling. " (Love and _Sex AuL.N.Q.t_ Enoug:h, 

Book, p. 79; Mennonite) 

Other Sources: Love and Sex Are Not Enough, Student Activity Guide, 

p. 32, Mennonite Church; Life Can Be Sexual, p. 35 ; Lutheran Church_ 

Missouri Synod; Christian View of Sex Education, p. 46; Lutheran 

Church - Missouri Synod . 

1 3 . Masturbation is wrong. 

14. 

Nwnber of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Nwnber of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Masturbation is wrong because it misuses the sexual powers that 

were designed to show love to another human being in marriage: It 

only expresses one person's desire for pleasure." (Always Growing, 

Stude n t Text, p. 52; Roman Catholic Church) 

Other Sources: Always Growing, Teacher's Manual, p. 38 ; Roman 

Catnolic Church; Take the High Road, p . 71, Lutheran Church -

Missouri Synod; Christian View of Sex Education, p. 44, Lutheran 

Church - Missouri Synod . 

Sex is intended to bind human beings to one another in relationship 

rather than for solitary pleasure. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"We have to take time to face some facts. One of these is that 

masturbation is sex turned in on ourselves . This is the reverse 

of what we have said about sexuality as an avenue of personal 

expression , the power to communicate, to reach out and mak e real 

contact as a sexual being with another sexual being in ways that 

change both. We have viewed it as part of our God-gi ven power to 

"create relationships ." Masturbation is centered on myself rather t ha n 

on others . The more I concentrate o n myself, the more I am cut off from 
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oth e r s , a nd the l ess I am able to love. 

And we know that mas turba ti on can cause a great deal o f guilt. 

So me of i t (guilt) is very like l y due to turning inward, 

that whi ch was meant t o turn us outward, toward 

Sexua l, p . 43 , _ Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod) 

toward our sel ves, 

others . " (Life Can Be 
------

Other Sources : Love and Sex Are Not Enough, Book, p. 79, Mennonite Church; 

Always Growing , Student Text, p . 52, Roman Catholic Church 

15 - Masturba t ion may be deleterious to interpersonal social/ sexual 

adjustment. 

Number of materials which contain this theme : 3 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"The masturbation complex is a most serious dimens ion of the strug­

gle of sex turned in upon oneself. This takes place when mastur­

bation is used as a means of escape when the going gets tough. 

The escape pattern digs its own rut. And the habit can easily 

fix a person's sexual attitude at a level on which others are manip u­

lated in fantasy to serve his satisfaction. This can make 'sexual 

communication' as we have described it almost impossible." (Life 

Can Be Sexual, p. 43; Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod) --

Other Sources: Love and Sex Are Not Enough, Book, p. 79; Mennonite 

Church; Made for Each Other, p. 132, Southern Baptist Convention. 

l6. Masturbation is a stage or phase of development. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Masturbation 

development." 

Church) 

today is generally recognized as a stage in sexual 

(Youth Views Sexuality, p . 72; United Methodist 

Other Sources: Sexual Integrity in Modern Society, p. 21, Ameri can 

Lutheran Church; Facts Aren't Enough, p. 46, American Lutheran 

Church 

17 - One need not worry about masturbating "excessively ." 

Number of materials whi ch contain this theme: 2 

Number of groups represented: 2 
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Illustrative Excerpt: 

"You may hear or read that 'excessive' masturbation is harmful. 

The problem is no one defines excessive and the 'harm' is rather 

vague .... If all one ever did all one's life was engage in mas­

turbation, such a solitary sex life would miss the richness of 

a responsible two-party relationship. But only the tiniest frac­

tion of people have such severe problems relating to another 

person sexually, and their difficulties stem from deep psycholog­

ical causes, not from masturbation .... So there doesn't seem to 

be any reason to get uptight about masturbation." (Update on 

Love, Sex, and Life, Pupil's Book, p. 12; Lutheran Church in 

America) 

Other Source: Youth Views Sexuality, Student Reading Book, p. 72; 

United Methodist Church. 

18. The accepting attitudes which have developed in reaction to repres­

siveness about masturbation have gone to the opposite extreme. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 2 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Now we laugh at these old threats (about masturbation), and right­

ly so .... But the pendulum is swinging to the other extreme. The 

impression is given that masturbation is 'good' for you." (Life 

Can Be Sexual, p. 42; Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod) 

Other Source: Made for Each Other, pp. 127-128; Southern Baptist 

Convention . 
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Contraception 

(28 of the 37 r esources discussed contr aception.) 

l. The freedom for couples to limit family size is aff i r me d. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 7 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"It is certainly a great responsibility to bring children into the 

world. Each couple must face this responsibility together and 

are responsible to God for their actions. We must form our own 

consciences, and respect those of others, not presuming to judge 

the motivation behind large families, small families, or no families." 

(Education in Love, Parent's Handbook, p. 24; Roman Catholic Church) 

Other Sources: Sexual Integrity in Modern Society , p. 18, American 

Lutheran Church; Update on Love, Sex , and Life, Teacher's Guide, 

pp. 46-67, Lutheran Church in America; Education in Love, Teacher's 

Guide, Grades 1-8, p. 85, Roman Catholic Church; Always Growing, 

Student Text, p. 51, Roman Catholic Church; Always Growing, Teacher's 

I1anual, p. 38, Roman Catholic C:rnrch; Made for Each Othe;=-; p. 120, 

Southern Baptist Convention 

2 - Relational/non-procreational sex is affirmed . 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 5 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Since reliable birth control methods have come into wide us e , the 

procreative and relational functions of sex can be s eparated. The act 

of intercourse no longer has to carry the possibility of having a 

child. Sex--as enjoyment, as mutual pleasure, as an expression of 

mutual love--takes on new meaning. The relational function of sex, 

apart from conceiving children, still continues to bring man and woman 

into close communion with each other, as God intends." (Update on 

Love, Sex, and Life, Student Book, p. 11; Lutheran Church in America) 

Other Sources: Understanding Your Sexual Self, p. 8 , Luthera n Church 

in America; Sexual Integrity in Modern Soc iety , p, 8 , Ame r ican Luthe r­

an Church; God and Human Sexuality, p. 5, United Me thodist Church; 

Made for Each Other, p. 1 2 7, Southern Baptist Co nvention 
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Condoms are effective in preventing or lessening the spread of venereal 

disease. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"The rise in VD is directly associated with the corning of the birth-contro l 

pill. Oral contraceptives may be as sheaths or rubbers when it comes to 

stopping conception , but they fail miserably in preventing VD. Rubbers 

are technically called prophylactics, meaning something which g uards from 

disease. A rubber prophylactic covers the penis so that it does not come 

into contact with the walls of the vagina . This sharply reduces the 

chance of infection, even though it does not completely eliminate it. 11 

(Update on Love, Sex , and Life, Student Book, p. 17; Lutheran Church in 

America) 

Other Sources : Growing Up to Love- - Meaning of Sexuality, p. 19, Christian 

Church - Disciples of Christ; Parents' Guide to Christian Conversation 

About Sex, p. 79, Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod; Update on Love, Sex 

and Life, p. 17, Lutheran Church in America. 

Teenagers who engage in pre-marital sex have an e thical responsibility to 

use contraception. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

(From chapter entitled, "What Teens Need to Know"): "It is, of course, far 

better for couples to deal responsibly with their s exual li f e and us e con­

traceptives if they are going to have intercourse ." (Tea ching Your Childre n 

About Sex , p. 100; Southern Baptist Convention) 

Other Sources: Growing Up to Love--Meaning o f Sexuality, p. 1 9 , Christi a n 

Church - Disciples of Christ; Sex is More Than a ~ord, p. 71, Southern 

Baptist Convention) 
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Pregnancy is a possible consequence of sexual activity despite 

contraceptive use. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Every act of sexual intercourse has pregnancy as a possible outcome 

even when contraceptive measures are used. No means of birth control 

is 100 per cent effective, especially when used by inexperienced 

~oung people under less than ideal circumstances." (Sexually Speak­

ing--Who Am I? Student Book, p. 83; United Methodist Church) 

Other Sources: Sexual Integrity in Modern Society, pp. 11-12, Amer­

ican Lutheran Church; Youth Views Sexuality, Student Book, p. 77-78, 

United Methodist Church 

6. The only acceptable method of contraception is the rhythm metho d . 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: l 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Moral Aspects: Humanae Vitae (Paul VI) recognizes as a moral means 

of birth control or child spacing only rhythm (period abstinence from 

intercourse)" (Education in Love, Teacher's Guide, Grades 1-8, p. 85) 

Other Sources: Always Growing, Student Text, p. 52 , Roman Catholic 

Church; Education In Love, Parent's Handbook, p. 24, Roman Catholic 

Church 

7. Childlessness, in some cases , is not affirmed . 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 2 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt_: 

"The Christian wants to fulfill that part of the purpose of sex and 

marriage which involves having children , receiving them as gifts of 

God and training them for Him. Complete prevention of conception , un­

less for good reasons, thwarts one of the basic purposes of marriage. " 

(Parents' Guide to Christian Conversation About Sex , p. 101, Lutheran 

Church - MissouriSynod) 

Other Source: Sexual Integrity in Modern Society , p . 18; American 

Lutheran Church 
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8 . Medical consultation is advisable when choosinq a contraceptive 

me thod. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 2 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"When it comes to the actual technique to be used, they (the couple) 

should plan a visit to their physician to discuss the various methods 

of contraception, making sure they understand the advantage s a nd 

disadvantages of each method." (Made for Each Other, p. 1 21; Southern 

Baptist Convention) 

Other Source: Pamphlet, The Way It Is; Ameri can Lutheran Church. 
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Homosexuality 

(28 of the 37 resources discussed homosexuality.) 

1. The cause(s) of homosexuality are unknown or not fully known. 

Nwnber of materials which contain this theme: 13 

Nwnber of groups represented: 7 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Many theories have been advanced to explain homosexuality. They 

do not yet effectively establish specific causes." (Created Male 

and Female, Teacher's Guide, p. 77; American Lutheran Church)--

Other Sources: Growing Up to Love, p. 17, Christian Church_ 

Disciples of Christ; Update on Love, Sex, and Life, Teacher's 

Guide, p. 45, Lutheran Church in America; Update on Love, sex, 

and Life, Student Book , p, 18, Lutheran Church in America; Life 

Can be Sexual, pp. 44-45, Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod; Educa­

tion in Love, Parent's Handbook, p. 26, Roman Catholic Church; Edu­

cation in Love, Teacher's Guide, Grades 1-8, p. 94, Roman Catholic 

Church; Growing Up with Sex, p. 54, Southern Baptist Convention; 

God and Human Sexuality, p. 100, United Methodist Church; Sexually 

Speaking--Who Am I? Course Design Guide, p. 59, United Methodist 

Church; Sexually Speaking--Who Am I? Student Book, p. 49, United 

Methodist Church; Sex is More Than a Word, p. 85 , Southern Baptist 

Convention; Sexual Integrity in Modern Society, p. 22, American 

Lutheran Church. 

2. It is normal for young persons to experience a period--as part of the 

growing up process--in which they are attracted to members of their 

own sex. 

Nwnber of materials which contain this theme: 11 

Nwnber of groups represented: 6 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Physical attraction and deep friendships are normal in early adoles­

cent years." (Life Can Be Sexual, p. 44, Lutheran Church - Missouri 

Synod ) 

Other Sources: Understanding Your Sexual Self, p. 13, Lutheran Church 

in America; Update on Love, Sex , and Life, Teacher's Guide, p. 31 , 

Lutheran Church in America; Take the High Road, p. 72, Lutheran Church -

Missouri Synod; Education in Love, Parent ' s Handbook, p. 27, Roman 
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Catholic Church; Education in Love , Teacher's Guide, Grades 1-8, 

p . 95 , Roman Catholic Church; Growing Up with Sex , p. 54 , Southern 

Baptist Convention , Sexua lly Speaking--Who Am I? Student Book, p. 

48 , United M~thodist Church; Sex is More Than a Word, p. 87 , Southern 

Baptist Convention; Made for faach Other , p. 138, Southern Baptist 

Convention ; Fac ts Aren 't Enough, p . 57 , American Lutheran Church 

Christians should trea t homos e xuals with love and understanding , not 

ridicule . 

Number of materials which contain this theme : 8 

Number of groups represented: 

Illustrative Excerpt : 

" ... Homosexuals are persons who must be respected as God's children 

in the light of the gospel. That means a Christian should not join 

the chorus of those who make jokes about ' queers ,' ' dykes ,' and 

' fags .' Instead, a Christian should attempt to understand the compli ­

ca t ed matter of homosexuality, treat homosexuals as dignified and 

worthy individuals, never persecute nor malign them ... " (Update on 

Love , Sex , and Life , Student Book, p. 19; Lutheran Ch urch in America) 

Other Sources : Update on Love , Sex , an d Life , Teacher ' s Guide , p. 30 , 

Lutheran Church in America; Education in Love , Parent ' s Handbook, p. 

26 and 27 , Roman Catholic Church; Education in Love, Teacher ' s Guide , 

Grades 1-8, p. 94, Roman Catholic Church; God and Human Sexuality , 

p. 101 , United Methodist Church; Sexually Speaking--Who Am I? Course 

Design Guide, p. 59 , United Methodist Church; Sexually Speaking--Who 

An1 I? Student Book , p . 49, United Methodist Church . Sexual Integrity 

in Moderri Society , p. 22 , American Lutheran Church 

IL is normal t o be attracted to the members of one ' s own sex to 

some degree. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 7 

Number of groups represented: 5 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Homosexuality and heterosexuality are not entirely separate en­

tities. Sexual arousal by a member of one ' s own sex is not an 

all-or-none pheno menon but a matter of degree; there is a continu­

um ranging from those who respond exclusively to the opposite sex 

through a large percentage of persons who are or may be erotically 

aroused b y persons of both sexes to those interested exclusively 

in the same sex." (Created Male and Female , Teacher's Guide , p. 

77; American Lutheran Church) 
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Other Sourc e s : Update on Love, Sex, and Life, Teacher's Guide, p. 

30 , Luthe ran Church in Ameri c a; Update on Love, Sex, and Life, 

Student Book, p. 18, Lutheran Church in America; Life Can Be Sex­

~' p. 43, Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod; Education in Love, 

Parent's Handbook, p. 26, Roman Catholic Church; Education in Love, 

Teac her 's Guide, Grades 1-8, p. 94; Roman Catholic Church; Growing 

Up wi t h Sex, p . 54 , Southern Baptist Convention 
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5. Pe e lings, a c tions, or appearance atypical of one's trad itional sex role 

are not indications of homosexuality . 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 7 

Number o f groups represented: 5 

Illustrati ve Ex cerpt: 

"Some people believe they can spot a homosexual· b e cause of physical 

characteristics. Some young people accept this as true. They 

feel that if a male is effeminate, artistic, or has a high pitched 

voi~e he must be homosexual. Or if a woman is mus c ular, strong, 

or intereste d in sports she must be a lesbian . In fact, physical 

characteristics are not related to homosexuality! Many female 

ho~osexuals a r e very femi n ine and attr acti ve . Many male homosexuals 

are mus c ular an d athleti c ." (~~x_ is Mo~an a Word. p. 8~, South­

e rn Baptis t Conventio n ) 

Other Sourc es: Update on Love, Sex, and Life, Student Book, 

p. 18; Lutheran Church in America; Take the High Road, p. 72 , 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod; Growing Up with Sex, p. 54, 

Southern Baptist Convention; Sexually Speaking--Who Am I ? 

Student Book, p. 49; Youth Views Sexuality, Student Book, p. 80, 

United Methodist Church; Created Mal e and Female, Teacher's Guide, p. 77
1 

American Lutheran Church 

Having homosexual experience(s) in adolescence does not necessarily 

me a n that one will become permanently homosexual. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 7 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"A second myth is that homosexual experiences lead to homosexuality 

as a way of life. Sometimes boys will experiment with one another 

during puberty--this may be by mutual masturbation or oral stimula­

tion of the genitals. They then may wonder whether they are homo­

sexuals. The answer is: not necessarily. Studies show that many 

persons have had homosexual experiences who did not become homosex­

uals. Thus, such an experience will not make one a homosexual." 

(Growing Up with Sex, p. 54; Southern Baptist Convention) 
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Other Sourc es: Life Can Be Sexual, p. 44; Lutheran Church -

Missouri Synod; Education in Love, Teacher's Guide, Grades 1-8, 

p. 95 , Roman Catholic Church; Sexually Speaking--Who Am I? Stu­

dent Book , p. 48, United Methodist Church; Youth Views Sexuality, 

Student Book, p . 79, United Methodist Church; Sex is More than a 

~, p. 88 , Southern Baptist Convention; Made for Each Other, 

p. 1 38 , Southern Baptist Conven tio n 

Homosexua ls often have many p ositive attributes , apart from their 

homosexuality. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 6 

Number of groups represented : 4 

Illustrative Excerpt : 

"Homosexuality is only one aspect of (homosexuals') lives and they 

·are frequently hard-working and upright people. " (Education in 

~, Parent ' s Ha;1wook, p . 26- 27, Roman Catholic Church) 

Other Sources : Update on Love, Sex , and Life, Student Book, p. 18, 

Lutheran Churc h in America; Education in Love, Teacher's Guide, 

Grades 1- 8 , p . 94 , Roman Catholic Church; Youth Views Sexuality , 

Student Book , p . 79 ; United Methodist Church; Sex is More Than a 

~, p. 84 , South ern Baptist Convention ; Made for Each Other , 

p. 136, Southern Baptist Convention 

Homosexuality is not endorsed or recommended. 

Number of materials which contain this theme : 6 

Number of groups represented : 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Th e Lutheran Church in America, in a statement, reaffirmed that 

homosexuality is not the normal and natural form of sexuality which 

is part of God's plan ." (Updat e on Love, Sex, and Life, Student 

Book, p. 19; Lutheran Church in America) 

Other Sources: Update on Love, Sex , and Life, Teacher ' s Guide, pp . 30 

and 45, Lutheran Church in America; Life Can Be Sexual , p . 44, 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod ; Journeys , Student Book, p . 38 , 

United Methodist Church; Sex is More Than a Word, pp. 84-85, South­

ern Baptist Convention; Made for Each Other , pp. 84 and 141, South­

ern Baptist Convention 
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9. Homosexuals are often (wrongfully) harshly treated and discriminated 

against. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 5 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

" ... The judgment of the church and of the courts of law (on homo­

sexuals) has been harsh. Too often there has been no attempt to 

understand and to redeem the homosexual." (Created Male and Female 

Sexuau~_tegri1=.Y__in Modern __ Society, p. 22; American Lutheran Church) 

Other Sources: Update on Love, Sex, and Life, Teacher's Guide, 

p. 45, Lutheran Church in America; Growing Up with Sex, p. 54, South­

ern Baptist Convention ; God and Human Sexuality, p. 101, United Meth­

odist Church; Sex is More Than a Word , p. 83, Southern Baptist Con­

vention 

Homosexuality is a psychological problem or illness. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 5 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

''This is a disease, psychic in nature, and needs medical help. 

Homosexuals are ill ... " (Education in Love Teacher's Guide, 

Grades 1-8, p. 94; Roman Catholic Church) ' 

Other Sources: Life Can Be Sexual , p. 35, Lutheran Church - Missouri 

Synod; Education in Love, Parent's Handbook , p. 26, Roman Catholic 

Church; Sexually Speaking--Who Am I? Student Book, p. 48, United 

Methodist Church; Sex is More Than a Word , pp. 83-84, Southern Bap­

tist Convention 

Homosexuality is wrong or sinful. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"What can the church say? It would seem from Romans l that the 

church must condemn homosexuality as unnatural and, therefore, sinful. 

Its practice , too, is a consequence of the Fall--man's estrangement 

from God, from himself, from his neighbor- -and one more false 
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attempt t o find himself and some significance for his life in 

relationship to his fellows." (Created Male and Female, Sexual 

Integrity in Modern Society, p. 23; American Lutheran Church) 

Other Sources: Take the High Road, p. 73 , Lutheran Church_ 

Missouri Synod ; Always Growing, p. 52, Student Edition, Roman 

Catholic Church; Always Growing, Teacher's Manual, p. 39, Roman 

Catholic Church. 

Young persons experiencing homosexual inclinations or temptations 

should seek adult or professional help. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Number of groups represented: 3 

I llustrative Excerpt: 

"If you find you do have homosexual desires that you do not outgrow 

as you get older, it is important to have a psychiatrist help you 

deal with this . . . " (Youth Views Sexuality, Student Book, pp. 79-

80, United Methodist Church) 

Other Sources: Life Can Be Sexual, pp. 45-46, Lutheran Church -

Missouri Synod; Sexually Speaking--Who Am I? Student Book, p. 49, 

United Methodist Church; Sex is i-::ore Than a Word, p, 89 , Southern 

Baptist Convention 

l3. Homosexuality is more common among men than women. 

Number of materials whi ch contain this theme : 3 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Homosexuality is generally considered less common among women." 

(Life Can Be Sexual, p. 44; Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod) 

Other Sources : Youth Views Sexuality, Student Book, p. 78 , United 

Methodist Church ; Sex is Bore Than a Word, p. 87, Southern Baptist 

Convention 

14. Homosexuality may stem from lack of confidence in one's masculinity 

or femininity. 

Nun~er of materials which contain this theme : 3 

Number of groups represented: 3 
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Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Boys may get hung up on such things as penis size, hair distribu­

tion on their bodies , looks, body size, and visible structure. 

This kind of concern can lead to problems of ... homosexuality 

and other disturbances .... Girls may get hung up on such things 

as breast size, body measurements, weight, and beauty. Their feel­

ings of inadequacy can lead to such problems as ... lesbianism ... 

(Sexually Speaking--Who Am I? Course Design Guide, p. 44; United 

Methodist Church) 

Other Sources: Created Male and Female , Teacher's Guide, pp. 76-77, 

American Lutheran Church ; Sex is More Than a Word, p. 86, Southern 

Baptist Convention 

Society should not interfere in the sexual behavior of freely con­

senting adults in private . 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

" ... The sexual behavior of freely consenting adults in private life 

is not an appropriate subject for legislation and police action." 

(God and Human Sexuality, p . 101, United Methodist Church) 

Other Sources : Update on Love , Sex, and Life, Teacher's Guide , p. 

45 , Lutheran Church in America; Sexually Speaking--Who Am I? 

Course Design Guide, p. 59 , United Methodist Church . 

16 - Homosexuals ao not choose their homosexuality, 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented : 2 

Illustrative Excerpt : 

''But most psychologists (and most homosexuals) agree that no person 

chooses to be a homosexual. Instead, a person finds himself being 

as naturally drawn toward homosexuality as another person finds him­

self drawn toward heterosexuality." (God and Human Sexuality, pp. 

100-101, United Methodist Church) 

Other Sources : Education in Love , Teacher ' s Guide, Grades 1-8, p. 

94, Roman Catholic Church; Sexually Speaking--Who Am I? Student 

Book , p. 49, United Methodist Church. 
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Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustra tive Excerpt: 
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"To the penitent sinner, the involved and anxious teenager, 

the unfaithful and guilt-ridden spouse, the homosexual, 

--to every repentant sex violator--the Christ who measured up 

now speaks the steady and certain assurance of no judgment." 

(Christian View of Sex Education, p. 44, Lutheran Church -

Missouri Synod) 

Other Source s : Life Can Be Sexual, pp. 44-45, Lutheran Church -

Missouri Synod ; Sex is Hore Than a Word , p. 84, Southern Baptist 

Convention . 

1 8. Homosexuality has existed through history. 

19 . 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Homosexuality is not a new or contemporary phenomenon. Widely 

accepted among the ancient Greeks and Romans, homosexuality has 

been practiced throughout the history of all cultures." (Sexually 

Speaking--Who Am I? Course Design Guide, p. 57; United Methodist 

Church) 

Other Sources: Created Male and Female, Teacher's Guide, p. 77, 

American Lutheran Church; God and Human Sexuality, p. 99, United 

Methodist Church 

It is a myth that homosexuals attack children. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 2 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"A third myth is that all h omosexuals are dangerous. Many parents 

fear that homosexuals might attempt to molest their children and 

thus turn them into homosexuals. Most homosexuals are no more a 

threat to boys that heterosexuals are to girls." (Growing Up With 

~, p. 54 , Southern Baptist Convention) 

Other source: Update on Love, Sex, and Life, p. 1 8 ; Lutheran Church 

in America 



20. Homosexuals can be poor marriage risks. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 2 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 
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"Sometimes it (homosexuality) is a deep-seated problem that makes 

the person a poor marriage risk." (Take the High Road, p. 72, 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod) 

Other Source: Made for Each Other, p . 136, Southern Baptist Con­

vention. 

21. Adolescent same-sex attractions which become too exclusive and involve 

physical endearments suggestive of sexual involvement are unhealthy. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 2 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Occasionally two friends of the same sex aevelop such an intense 

friendship that they do not want to spend time with any other 

young people. Occasionally one of the friends will insist on phy­

sical endearments and may try to satisfy his or her sex curiosity 

by bodily contacts with the friend of the same sex. This is not 

natural. " 

Synod) 
(Take the High Roao, r- 72, Lutheran Church - Missouri 

Other Source: Facts Aren't Enough, p. 57; American Lutheran Church . 

22. Many homosexuals of both sexes marry (the opposite sex), but 

still remain homosexuals in their desire. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 2 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"The Encyclopedia Americana ... points out that 'many homosexuals 

of both sexes marry and have families and still remain deviates 

in their desire. ' " (Created Male and Female, Teacher's Guide, 

p. 77; American Lutheran Church) 

Other Source : Update on Love, Sex, and Life, p. 18, Lutheran 

Church in America. 
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Abortion 

(26 of the 37 resources guides discussed abortion.) 

l. Abortion which happens spontaneously is ca lled miscarriage. 

Number of materials which contain thi s theme: 7 

Number of groups represented: 5 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Sometimes the embryo or fetus is discharged by natural process from 

the uterus. This is called sponstaneous abortion." (Parent's Guide 

to Christian Conversati on about Sex, pp. 88- 89, Lutheran Church -

Missouri Synod) 

Other Sources : Created Male and Female pamphlet, "The Way It Is," 

American Lutheran Church; Update on Love, Sex, and Life, Student 

Book , p . 13; Lutheran Church in America; Education in Love, Parent's 

Book , p. 25 , Roman Catholic Church; Education in Love, Teacher's Guide 

Grades 1-8, p. 87 , Roman Catholi c Church; Growing Up with Sex , p. 52: 

Southern Baptist Convent ion; Always Growing, Student Book, p. 49, Roman 

Catholi c Church 

Self-induced or other non-medical or illegal abortions are dangerous. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 6 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Sometimes an unmarried girl feels desperate to have an abortion when 

she discovers she is pregnant. Some have tried to do it themselves 

by putting instruments such as coat hangers or strong solutions into 

the uterus. Others pay large sums of money to abortionists whooper­

ate unlawfully . Both these efforts are illegal and d a ngerous to the 

girl. Many girls have either died or been badly injured by sharp 

objects inserted into the uter us." (Growing Up with Sex, p. 52; 

Southern Baptist Convention) 

Other Sources: Update on Love , Sex , and Life, Student Book, p. 13, 

Lutheran Church in America; Education in Love, Parent 's Book, p. 25 , 

Roman Catholic Church; Education in Love, Teacher's Guide , Grades 1-8, 

p. 87 , Roman Catholic Church; Made for Each Other , p. 9, Southern 

Baptist Convention; Sexually Speaking--Whom Arn I? Student Book, p. 83 , 

United Methodist Church) 
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A consideration in abortion is when human life begins. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 5 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt : 

"The moral and theological q uestions are very profound, since they 

deal with the fundamental issue of when life begins." (Update on 

Love, Sex , and Life, Teacher ' s Guide , p. 26; Lutheran Church in Amer­

ica) 
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Other Sources : Sexual Integrity in Modern Society , pp. 21-22 , Amer­

ican Lutheran Church; Update on Love, Sex and Life , Student Book , p. 13, 

Lutheran Church in America; Journeys, Student Book , p. 40 , United 

Methodist Church; Education in Love , Teacher ' s Guide, Grades 1-8, p. 88, 

Roman Catholic Church 

The Church considers abortion to be wrong. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 5 

Number of .groups represented: l 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Abortion is the ending of the life of an unborn child. Some people 

do not see abortion as the denial of human life. The teaching of the 

Church has condemned abortion . Vatican Council II stated that from 

the moment of conception life must be guarded with the greatest care 

and that abortion is an unspeakable crime ." (Always Growing, Student 

Edition , p. 49; Roman Catholic Church) 

Other Sources: Education in Love, Teacher's Guide, Grades 1-8, p . 87, 

Roman Catholic Church; Education in Love, Parent ' s Handbook , p. 25 , 

Roman Catholic Church ; Always Growing, Family Handbook, p. 22 , Roman 

Catholic Church; Always Growing, Teacher's Manual, p. 11, Roman Cath­

o lic Church 

5 Abortion is a serious (moral) mattP.r . 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

" Such a decision (whether to have an abortion) is always a serious mat­

ter . A unique individual has begun to develop in the woman's body. 

An abortion destroys the possibility of its growth to maturity and 

personhood. (Growing Up with Sex, p. 52; Southern Baptist Church) 
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Other Sources: Sexual Integrity in Modern Society , pp. 20-21, American 

Lutheran Church ; Update o n Love, Sex, and Life, Teacher ' s Guide, p. 47, 

Lutheran Church in America; Journeys , Student Book , p. 40 , United 

Methodist Church 

6. Some peop l e fee l that abortion is the taking of a life. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Many peopl e , particularly in the Roman Catholic and Orthodix Jewish 

faiths, believe abortion violates God's will . They hold that it is 

a form of murder , the taking of a li fe. " (Update on Love, Sex , and 

Life, Student Book, p. 13) 

Other Sources: Parent's Guide to Christian Conversation About Se~, 

PP- 88-89 , Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod; Journeys, Student Book, 

p. 40, United Methodist Church ; Sexually Speaking-- Who Am I? Student 

Book, p . 83 , United Methodist Church 

7. Abortion is now legal. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Some states now permit a woman to have an abortion on request." 

(Growing Up with Sex , p . 52; Southern Baptist Convention) 

Other Sources : Update on Love, Sex , and Life , Student Book , p. 13. 

Lutheran Church in America; The Bible and the Body, Student Book, 

p. 22 , United Methodist Church; God and Hwnan Sexuality, p. 137, United 

Methodist Church 

8 - The expectant mother's life and rights should be considered as well 

as those of the fetus. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"The mental and emotional health of the mother as well as the potential 

life of the embryo must be considered ... " (Teaching Your Children 

About Sex, p. 100; Southern Baptist Convention) 
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Other Sources : Journeys , Student Book, p. 40; United Methodist 

Church; Update on Love, Sex, and Life, Teacher's Guide, p. 47
1 

Lutheran Church in America 

!_he option of l egal abortion is supported. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"We call all Christians to a searching and prayerful inquiry into the 

sorts of conditions that may warrant abortion. We support the legal 

option of abortion under proper medi cal procedures ... " (Journeys , 

Student Book, p . 40; United Methodist Church 

Other Sources: Sexually Speaking--Who am I? Student Book , p. 83 , 

United Methodist Church; Teaching Your Children About Sex , p. 100, 

Southern Baptist Convention 

lO. Decisions about abortion should be made in consultation with counse­

l ors or pastors. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

" ... Abortion involves such a complex dynamic of emotional and spirit­

ual factors that a decision for or against should be taken with ut­

most care and with the advice of doctors, pastors, and counselors." 

(Update on Love, Sex, and Life, Teacher's Guide, p. 26, Lutheran Church 

in America) 

Other Sources : Update on Love, Sex , and Life, Student Book, p . 14; 

Lutheran Church in America; Journeys, Student Book, p. 40, United 

Methodist Church 

ll. Abortion should not be a substitute for other birth control means. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

Skipping birth control and taking chances--feeling that if you get 

pregnant you can always get an abortion--is irresponsible and poten­

tially dangerous .... Even when we do not feel that there is something 
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inherently wrong with abortion, we still must use it responsibly, 

as God would expect when we deal with major decisions that affect our 

fu ture and our health. In any case, abortion is not a substitute 

for birth control methods. It is a much more extreme measure." 

(Update on Love, Sex, and Life, p. 14, Lutheran Church in America) 

Other Sources : Update on Love, Sex , and Life, Teacher's Guide, p. 

26, Lutheran Church in America; Teaching Your Children about Sex , 

p. 100, Southern Baptist Convention 

In our society, youth are confronted with a wide diversity of opin­

ion on abortion. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 2 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Another influence on your set of values is the moral climate in 

society. Television, movies, books and other sources of information 

shape your standards of conduct . A wide variety of opinion is ex­

pressed on a lmost any specifi c issue whether it is pre-marital sex­

ual intercourse, abortion ... (etc.) 

Other Source : Update on Love, Sex, and Life, Teacher's Guide, p. 

24 , Lutheran Church in America 
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Pre-marital Sex 

(Discussion of pre-marital sex was fo und in all 37 resources.) 

1. Pre-marital sex i s wrong. 

Nwnber of materia ls which contain this theme: 18 

Nwnber of groups represented: 7 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"The fourth argument (for pre-marital sex) is the hedonistic 

or pleasure argument which states that sexual intercourse is 

a pleasurable experience .... For the Christian the hedonistic 

argument is invalid because one is not free to drive pleasure 

by willfully violating a clear-cut Christian prohibition." 

(Love and Sex Are Not Enough, pp. 80-88, Mennonite Church) 

Other Sources: Sexual Integrity in Modern Society, pp. 9-10, 

American Lutheran Church; Update on Love, Sex, and Life, 

Teacher's Guide, pp. 6 ,8, Lutheran Church in America; Update 

on Love, Sex , and Life, Teacher's Guide, p. 45, Lutheran Church 

in America; Take the High Road, p. 68, Lutheran Church - Mis­

souri Synod; Life Can Be Sexual, pp. 57-58, Lutheran Church -

Missouri Synod; Parent 's Guide to Christian Conversation About 

Sex_, p. 79, Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod ; Love and Sex Are 

Not Enough, pp. 80- 88 ; Mennonite Church; Love and Sex Are Not 

Enough, Student's Book, p. 33 , Mennonite Church; Education in 

Love, Parent's Book, pp. 21-22, Roman Catholic Church; Education 

iri°Love, Teacher's Guide, Grades 1-8, p. 69, Roman Catholic 

Church; God and Human Sexuality, p. 83, United Methodist Church, 

Sexually Speaking--Who Am I? Student Reading Book, p. 62, 

United Methodist Church; Youth Views Sexuality, Student Book, 

p. 55, United Methodist Church; Made for Each Other, p. 80, South­

ern Baptist Convention;Christian View of Sex Education, p . 25 , 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod; Always Growing, Student Edition, 

p. 52, Roman Catholic Church; A Whole Person, Student Text , p. 58, 

Roman Catholic Church; A Whole Person, Family Handbook, p. 24, 

Roman Catholic Church; Always Growing, Teacher's manual, p. 38, 

Roman Catholic Church. 

2. Sexual intercourse within marriage is affirmed. 

Nwnber of materials which contain this theme: 13 

Nwnber of groups represented: 5 
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Illustrati ve Exc erpt: 

"God made these sexual desires and drives powerful, not to pull you 

off your feet but to be a blessing when you marry .... You are asked 

to control your sex drives for a considerable number of years until 

the proper time and circumstances. The wait is long and sometimes 

difficult, but so very worthwhile as you reserve this magnificant 

part of your life for a very special person, your partner in life." 

(Take the High Road, p. 62, Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod) 

Other Sources: Created Male and Female, Teacher's Edition, pp. 71-72, 

American Lutheran Church; Created Male and Female, pamphlet, "What 

Sexual Intercourse Means , " American Lutheran Church; Parent's Guide 

to Christian Conversation About Sex, p. 99, Lutheran Church, Missouri 

Synod; Love and Sex Are Not Enough, pp. 1 39-140, Mennonite Church , 

Education in Love, Parent ' s Handbook , pp. 21-22, Roman Catholic Church; 

Sexually Speaking--Who Am I ? Student Book, p. 62, United .Methodist 

Church; Youth Views Sexuality, Course Design Guide, pp. 14-15, United 

Methodist Church; Youth Views Sexuality, Student Book, p. 55, United 

Methodist Church; Christian View of Sex Education, p. 39, Lutheran 

Church - Missouri Synod; Always Growing, Family Handbook, p . 23, 

Roman Catholic Church; A Whole Person, Family Handbook, p. 24, Roman 

Catholic Church; A Whole Person, Teacher's Manual, pp. 39-40, Roman 

Catholi c Church 

Love means having the other person 's ultimate welfare in mind, 

r a ther than necessarily exercising one's inclination toward 

sexual intercourse. 

Number of materials whi ch conta in this theme: 11 

Number of groups represented: 6 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Genuine love may be the one most compelling reason why a couple 

ought not have sexual intercourse before marriage. To indulge 

may show lack of concern with the other person's ultimate good. 

It may be self-indulgence rather than love. 

In Genuine love, concern for the other person is the foundation 

for all that involves us together, both sexually and in other areas 

of our lives. Genuine love does not in any way take advantage of 

the other person . It considers the consequences of its actions. 

It does not thoughtlessly cause hurt to enter another's life. It 

knows instinctively that 'there is no pain in life equal to that 

which two lovers can inflict on one another.'" (Created Male and 

Female, pamphlet, "What ' s It All About?" American Lutheran Church) 

Other Sources: Created Male and Female , Teacher's Guide, p. 64, 

American Lutheran Church; Sexual Integrity in Modern Society, p. 

14 , American Lutheran Church; Update on Love, Sex, and Life, 

Student's Guide, p. 24, Lutheran Church in America; Take the High 
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~, p. 6 8 , Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod; Love and sex Are 

Not Enough , pp . 7 7-78, Mennonite Church; Growing Up with sex, 

P- 36, Southern Baptist Convention; Sexually Speaking--Who Am I? 

S~udent Reading Book, pp. 76- 77, United Methodist Church; Youth 

Views Sexuality, Course Design Guide, p. 79, United Methodist Church• 

Youth Views Sexuality, Student Reading Book, p . 75; United Methodist' 

Church; Sex is More Than a Word, p. 46, Southern Baptist Convention 

Pr e -marital sex involves the danger of pregnancy. 

Nwnber of materials which contain this theme: 9 

Nwnber of groups represented: 5 

Illustrative Exc erpt: 

"Every act of sexual intercourse had pregnancy as a possible out­

come even whe n contraceptive measures are used. No means of birth 

control is 100 per cent effective , especially when used by inexper­

ienced young people under less than ideal circumstances. While 

unwed pregnancy no longer makes a girl a virtual outcast from 

society , it still is a shattering, emotionally traumatic experience 

that no girl comes through easily. And the boy involved finds it 

a very difficult experience ." (Sexually Speaking--Who Aro I? stu­

dent Reading Book , p . 83; United Methodist Church) 

Other Sources: Sexual Integrity in Modern Society, pp. 11-12, 

American Luthera;;-Church; Facts Aren't Enough, p . 15 , American 

Lutheran Church; Understanding Your Sexual Self , pp. 10-11 , Luther­

an Church in America; Love and Sex Are Not Enough, pp . 80-88 , Men­

nonite Church ; Youth Views Sexuality, Course Design Guide, pp. 

70- 71, United Methodist Church ; Youth Views Sexuality , Student 

Book , p . 79 , United Methodist Church; Sex is More Than a Word , pp . 

45-46, Southern Baptist Convention; Teaching Your Children About 

Sex , p . 97 , Southern Baptist Convention 

Th e wron g of exploiting others is a danger in sexua l r e lationships. 

Nwnber of materials which contain this theme: 8 

Nwnber of groups represented: 6 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Some people play games with sex . These are not 'fun' games but 

deadly serious because your feelings or those of your partner are 

at stake. A boy will sometimes go out with a girl just to see 

how far he can go . She is someone whose resistance he wants to 

conquer . He doesn ' t care about her as a person. She is a sex ob­

ject , a thing. 

A familiar game with girls is using sex to get a husband. Other 
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girls play up to all the boys in order to be popular. Others 

want only a boy who is going with another girl; they want to prove 

they can get any boy they want_ Such game-playing shows that sex 

does not mean the same thing to everyone. To one person, it is a 

way to get what you want; to another, it is an interesting way to 

excitement and pleasure; to still another, it is a way to prove 

yourself." (Growing Up with Sex , p. 31, Southern Baptist Conven­

tion) 

Other Sources : Created Male and Female , Teacher's Guide , pp. 72-

73 , American Lutheran Church; Understanding Your Sexual Self , p. 

28 , Lutheran Church in America; Life Can Be Sexual, p. 68 , Lutheran 

Church - Missouri Synod ; Love and Sex Are Not Enough, pp . 80-88 , 

Mennonite Church; Education in Love, Teacher ' s Guide, Grades 1-8, 

pp. 9798 , Roman Catholic Church; Education in Love, Teacher's Guide 

Grades 9-12, p . 44, Roman Catholi c Church; The Bible and the Body, ' 

Student Book , p . 25 , United Methodist Church 

Petting i s dangerous because control is easily lost, 

Nwnber of materials which contain this theme: 8 

Nwnber of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"When sexual desires are raised to a high pitch, a couple finds it 

difficult to stop short of sexual intercourse whether married or 

not. When the emotions are again subdued and the ability to reason 

is again normal, it may be too late to change the consequences . 

Here is a word of warning: All young people, including you, are 

firmly convinced they are strong enough to keep control, until 

they lose it. That is why petting is dangerous and not a good basis 

for a friendship between a boy and a girl." (Take the High Road, p. 70 , 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod) 

Other Sources: Life Can Be Sexual, p. 75, Lutheran Church - Mis­

souri Synod; Parent ' s Guide to Christian conversation About Sex , 

pp. 87- 88 , Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod; Education in Love, Par­

ent 's Book , p. 27 , Roman Catholic Church; Growing Up with Sex, pp. 

34 , 39 -40, Southern Baptist Convention; Youth Views Sexuality , Stu­

dent Book, pp . 73-74, United Methodist Church; Teaching Your Chil­

dren About Sex, p. 96 , Southern Baptist Convention; Always Growing , 

Student Book, p. 46, Roman Catholic Church 
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Pre-marital sex may have serious negative effects on the personal 

ity. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 7 

Number of groups represented: 6 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Pre-marital coi tus has a disintegrating effect on character 

and personality. E.g., it lessens self- control. It stifles crea­

tivity in that the couple fails to cultivate wider interests and 

activities. It may build up serious feelings of guilt, anxiety, 

and hostility." (Sexual Integrity in Modern Society, pp. 11-12, 

Ameri can Lutheran Church) 

Other Sources: Life Can Be Sexual, p. 75, Lutheran Church, Mis­

souri - Synod ; Love and Sex Are Not Enough, pp . 80-88 and 

135-136, Mennonite Church; Sexually Speaking--Who Arr. I? Student 

Book, p. 62 , United Methodist Church; Youth Views Sexuality, Course 

Design Guide, p. 82, United Methodist Church; Teaching Your Children 

About Sex , p. 96-97 , Southern Baptist Convention; A Whole Person, 

Student Book, p. 59, Roman Catholic Church 

8 . Generally the male is more easily aroused and/or reaches the limits 

of his self-control sooner than the female. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 7 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Joan must realize that masculine sexual reaction 

more rapid and compelling than is the feminine." 

Other, p. 51, Southern Baptist Convention) 

is generally much 

(Made for Each 

Other Sources: Created Male and Female, pamphlet, "The Effects of 

Sexuality," American Lutheran Church; Take the High Road, p. 62, 

Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod; Life Can Be Sexual_, p. 67 , Lutheran 

Church - Missouri Synod; Growing Up with Sex , pages 28 , 34 , and 35 , 

Southern Baptist Convention; Sexually Speaking--Who Am I? Student 

Book , p. 80, United Methodist Church; Youth Views Sexuality , Student 

Book, pp. 73-74, United Methodist Church 

9. Teenagers are often pressured toward sexual activity in order to 

"prove their love ." 

Number of materials whi ch contain this theme: 7 

Number of groups represented: 4 
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Illustrative Excerpt: 

"A fifth argument is that 'I f you really l ove me you ' ll h ave inter­

course with me and prove it.' This argument is one of the most 

frequently used." (Love and Sex Are Not Enough , pp. 80- 88 , Mennon­

ite Church) 

Other Sources: Life Can Be Sexual , p. 75 , Lutheran Church, Mis­

souri Synod; Parent 's Guide to Christian Conversation About sex 

pp. 18, 20 , Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod; Love and Sex Are ' 

Not Enough, Student Activity Book, p . 33 , Mennonite Church; Growing 

Up with Sex , p . 36 , Southern Baptist Convention ; Sexually Speaking-­

Who Arn I? Student Book , p. 78; United Methodist Church; Youth 

Views Sexuality , Course Design Guide, p . 77 , United Methodist Church 

Not all pre-marital sexual expression/ response is sinful . 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 6 

Number of Groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"There are some people who have the conviction that any response 

to the sexuality of the opposite sex is sin , or at least inclined 

tow~rd sin. This denies the wisdom of God ' s creative activity in 

making us sexed persons and questions the biblical view that flesh 

as well as spirit is good and that our sexuality is a healthy part 

of humanity." (Created Male and Female, pamphlet, "The Effects of 

Sexuality ," American Lutheran Church) 

Other Sources: Created Male and Female, Teacher's Guide , p . 64 , 

American Lutheran Church; Life Can Be Sexual , p . 74 , Lutheran Church -

Missouri Synod ; God and Human Sexuality , p. 83, United Methodist 

Church; Youth Views Sexuality, Student Book, United Methodist Church; 

Teaching Your Children About Sex , p . 96 , Southern Baptist Conven-

tion 

Peer pressure toward pre-marital sex should be resisted. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 6 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt : 

" 'What do I tell kids who want me to join a nonvirgin club? '" 
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'I know you want to be accepted by the other kids at school but 

. 

, 

it's not worth it if you have to sacrifice your virtue and live with 

a guilty conscience. You just have to face up to it. Sexual rela­

tions belong in marriage. Tell them you will not have intercourse 

before marriage because you love your Savior Jesus. He died for you, 

and you are going to live for Him. You will find others who feel 

like this at your church , and there you can have a crowd of Chris­

tians to chum with.'" (Parent's Guide to Christian Conversation 

About Sex , p. 105 , Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod) 

Other Sources: Sexual Integrity in Modern Society, p. 14, American 

Lutheran Church; Update on Love, Sex, and Life, Student 's Guide , 

pp. 57-58, Lutheran Church in America; Love and Sex Are Not Enough, 

pp. 80-88 , Mennonite Church; Love and Sex Are Not Enough, Student's 

Book , p . 33 , Mennonite Church; Youth Views Sexuality , Student Book, 

p. 9 , 54 , 64 - 65 

Standards for sexual behavior should be set before the date, because 

there is a point during petting at which conscious control 

can easily be lost. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 6 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt : 

"I doubt that anyone will stop to check sexual pros and cons in the 

front seat of a parked car. The heart often rules or overrules the 

in sexual decisions. But reasoned argument can come only from the 

deliberation of the head. And that decision has to be made before­

hand. If the head is clear on the matter, there's perhaps less 

chance of its being overruled later by the heart." (Life Can Be Sex­

ual, p. 51, Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod) 

Other Sources : Created Male and Female, Teacher's Guide, p . 64 , 

American Lutheran Church; Growing Up With Sex, pages 28 and 31 , 

Southern Baptist Convention; Bible and the Body, Student Book, p . 25, 

United Methodist Church; Youth Views Sexuality , Course Design Guide , 

pp. 49-50, United Methodist Church; Sex is More than a Word, p. 51, 

Southern Baptist Convention 

A dating coupl e should balance their mutual sexual interest with other 

interests and activities. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 5 

Number of groups represented: 4 

186 
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Illustrative Excerpt : 

"The purpose of dating and courtship is to give the relationship 

between a girl and a fellow the opportunity to test out what they 

may have in common . A balance between sex and other interests is 

~bviously necessary for a constructive relationship. As people 

impose limits on sex while they are getting to know each other, 

they move into the position of looking for and cultivating other 

interests." (Li fe Can Be Sexual, p. 68, Lutheran Church - Mis­

souri Synod) 

Other Sources : Love and Sex are Not Enough, p. 118, Mennonite 

Church; Love and Sex Are Not Enough, Student Activity Book, p. 41, 

Mennonite Church, Growing Up With Sex, p. 32 , Southern Baptist Con­

vention ; Sexual l y Speaking--Who Am I? Student Reading Book, p. 

82 , United Methodist Church 

1 4 . Pre-marital sex can make sexual adjustment in marriage more 

diffi cult. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 5 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Associating co itus with anxiety (from pre- ma rital sexual activity) can 

carry over into the sexual relationship in marriage and can make happines s 

all the more difficult to achieve ." (Yo uth Views Sexuality, Stude nt Book, 

PP. 77-78 , United Methodist Church) 

Other Sources : Sexual Integrity in Modern Society , pp. 11-12 , Amer­

ican Lutheran Church; Life Can Be Sexual , p. 56 , Lutheran Church -

Missouri Synod; Love and Sex Are Not Enough , p . 118, Mennonite Church; 

Youth Views Sexuality, Course Design Guide, p . 82, United Methodist 

Church 

It is unwise to assume that pre-marital intercourse will prove whether 

a couple is compatible or not. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 5 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"As for premarital relations by those pledged to become married, (a) 
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watch out for attempting 'to try out ' one another like a hat or 

new car, (b) don't for_get the t rial run is far different from the 

real-life, long-term course ... '' (Life Can Be Sexual, p. 57
1 

Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod) 

Other Sources : Created Male and Female, pamphl et , "What Sexual 

Intercourse Means ," American Lutheran Church; Love and Sex Are 

No~ Enough , pp. 80 , Mennonite Church; Love and Sex Are Not Enough, 

Student ' s Guide, p . 33 , Mennonite Church; Youth Views Sexuality, 

Student Book, pp . 77- 78 , United Methodist Church 

If a sexual mistake has been made, it need not be repeated. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 5 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

" It is no minimizing of the seriousness of premarital coitus to 

recognize that it is not the end of the world and is not the end 

of either sexual happiness or responsibility. The gospel does not 

affirm that the act can be undone , but it does teach that yester­

day's mistakes do not have to determine tomorrow's actions. To 

persons who are willing to undertake a new life, the gospel offers 

freedom from the past and openness to a future of new possibili­

ties." (Youth Views Sexuality , Student Book, p. 68, United Meth­

odist Church) 

Other Sources: Created Male and Female, pamphlet, "The Effects of 

Sexual ity , " American Lutheran Church; Update on Love, Sex , and 

~, Student's Guide, p. 36 , Lutheran Church in America; Sexually 

Speaking--Who Am I?, Student Book, p. 95, United Methodist Church; 

Youth Views Sexuality , Course Design Guide, p . 83, United Methodist 

Church 

17 - The "double standard" for male and female behavior is wrong. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Number of groups represented: 4 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"The mentality of the double standard should be rejected. The idea 

that 'it's okay for the boys but nice girls don't do it' is dead. 

Whatever a boy expects of the girl, he should expect of himself. 

A boy has a responsibility for setting limits with his friend or 
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sometimes for saying no when she maystill seem to be saying yes. 

At times, it is the girl who comes on strong . That's when the 

boy has to make the decision. Both of you are involved , and one 

can be hurt as easily as the other." (Growing Up With Sex, p. 35, 

Southern Baptist Convention) 

Other Sources: Sexual Integrity in Modern Society, p. 14, Ameri­

can Lutheran Church; Growing Up to Love--Meaning of Sexuality, pp. 

7- 8 , Christian Church - Disciples of Christ; Education in Love, 

Teach e r' s Guide , Gra des 9-12, p. 5 3 , Roman Catholic Church 

1 8 . Th e au t omobile has c ontributed to a more (pre -maritally) permissive 

soc i e t y . 

19. 

Numbe r of materials which contain this theme : 4 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Cultural factors , such as the availability of privacy in 

mobile, have also added to an attitude of permissiveness. " 

Hllillan Sexuality , p. 97 , United Methodist Church) 

the auto­

(God and 

Other Sources: Life Can Be Sexual, p. 51, Lutheran Church - Missouri 

Synod ; Lo ve and Sex Are Not Enough, pp. 7 7- 78 , Mennonite Church ; Love 

and Sex Are No t Enough , Student Book, p. 31, Mennonite Church. 

Th e e xtent o f a couple ' s sexual involvement should be appropriate 

t o the degree of their mutual commitment. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 4 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Exc erpt: 

" The couple who engage in intimacy deeper than their level of commit­

ment will be left with feelings of cheapness, guilt, and regret. 

Making out intimately on the first date often leaves the couple feel­

ing that they have used each other , that they have cheapened themselves 

because they have used intimate phys i cal actions only as entertainment. 

Having intercourse when the level of commitment is only for the short 

range of going steady leaves regrets because the most intimate physical 

relationship , which is intended to express the most serious and perma­

nent of commitments , is engaged in when the readiness for such commit­

ment is not mature. " (Sexually Speaking- -Who Am I ? , Student Book, p. 

81; United Methodist Church) 
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Other Sources: Created Male and Female, Teacher's Edition, p. 65, 

Ameri c an Lutheran Church; Understanding Your Sexual Self , pp. 10-11 , 

Lutheran Church in America; Youth Views Sexuality, Student Book, pp. 

69-70, United Methodist Church 

20 . God fo r give s sexual sins , including that of pre-marital sex. 

Number of materials which contain this theme : 4 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illus trative Exc erp~: 

"Sinc e I have been emphasizing the i deal Cr.ristian standard, the 

single standard, I do not mean to imply that if one has had pre­

marital sex, he has committed the unpardonable sin. The grace of 

Go d that forgives us for other sins, also provides for forgiveness 

of sexual sins. Nonetheless, it is true that premarital sexual 

intercourse is a different kind of sin. Paul says that 'any other 

sin a man commits does not affect his body; but the man who commits 

immorality sins against his own body" Since the sex act involves 

more than the physical union of two persons, it is one of the 

intimate of all human experiences , and it is virtually impossible 

to forget. However, the Bible does assure us that God's forgive­

ness awaits all who freely repent and turn to Him." (Love and Sex 

Are Not Enough, pp. 80-88, Mennonite Church) 

Other Sources: Sexually Speaking--Who Am I ? Student Book, p. 95, 

United Methodist Church; Youth Views Sexuality, Course Design Guide, 

p. 81, United Methodist Church; Youth Views Sexuality, Student Read­

ing Book , p. 6 7 , United Methodist Church 

Me di c al science 's advancements in the treatment of venereal . disease 

have removed or lessened fear of infection, and thus a traditional 

restraint on sexual behavior. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Reasons for 'going all the way:'" ... The antibodies of medical sci­

ence (penicillin) promise that most forms of venereal disease can now 

receive adequate treatment. Although VD remains a serious and grow­

ing problem among teenagers, going all the way is 'cleaner' than ever 

before." (Life Can Be Sexual, p. 51 , Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod) 

Other Sources: Love and Sex Are Not Enough, Student's Book, p. 31, 

Mennonite Church; Made for Eac h Other, p. 143, Southern Baptist Conven­

tion 
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Contraception has made pre-marital sex "safer" than before. 

Nwnber of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Nwnber of groups representec : 3 

Illus t rative Excerpt: 

" Prophyl actics--The word, 'prophyl actics ' is also symbolic--in 

this case of a new freedom from the fear of pregnancy. Although 

not one hundred percent effective in preventing pregnancy, ' pro­

phylactics' is to be seen in the larger context of availability 

of various modern birth control methods . This renders 'getting 

caught ' a weak argument against premarital coitus. " (Youth 

Views Sexuality , Student Book, p. 8 , United Methodist Church) 

Other Sources : Facts Ar2n 't Enough , p . 15, American Lutheran 

Church ; Love and Sex Are Not Enough, p. 31 , Mennonite Church 

23 . Sexual behavior which exploits anot;1er person is unethical. 

24 . 

Nwnber of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Nwnber of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"The f irst criterion we might set up is that any physical inti ­

macy is appropriate only on the basis of genuine affection. Any 

physical intimacy engaged in just 'for kicks,' for the immediate 

pleasure of the moment without any real caring for the partner, 

is using another person only as a sex object . ... Such exploita­

tion of another person does not stand up as Christian under our 

concept of the worth and value of persons ." (Sexually Speaking-­

Who Am I?, Student Book, p . 78, United Methodist Church) 

Other Sources : Created Male and Female, Teacher's Guide, p. 65, 

American Lutheran Church; Sex is More Than a Word, pp. 42-43, 

Southern Baptist Convention 

It is a mistake to use pre-marital intercourse to try to gain 

popularity. 

Nwnber of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Nwnber of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Another popular line that has had much success goes: 'Well, 
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Appendix I 

everybody else i s doing it, why shouldn't we? His argument is 

that if you're going t o be popular, you must join the crowd. 

Do what ' everybody else' i s doing. Thi s line usually includes 

the accusation that you must be 'square ' or Puritan, or just 

old-fashioned. 

Popularity is not a sufficient basis for a Christian standard of 

cond uct . Christians are not t o mold their conduct to the world 

~ut_ to transform the world's standards (Rom. 12:1-2). They know 

it is smart not t o do things just to try to be popular. The 

greatest threat to a Christian is not the l oss of friends but 

the l oss of a good conscience--the feeling that you have not 

stood for what is right. Those who give in are the dummies." 

(Growing Up With Sex, p. 36, Southern Baptist Convention) 

Other Sources: Created Male and Female, pamphlet, "What Sexual 

Intercourse Means, "American Lutheran Church ; Always Growing, 

Student Edition, p. 14, Roman Catholic Church 

A couple's sexual behavior affects others besides themselves. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: 3 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"When we are involved in a relationship with a girl or boy friend, 

we are so caught up in the extremely personal nature of our rela­

tionship that we often forget that the two of us are not the only 

ones affected by what we do. We are responsible not only for the 

welfare of our partner and of ourselves; we are responsible for 

how what we do affects a widening circle of neighbors. This circle 

includes our parents and others who love and trust us. The circle 

of involvement widens even more, however, because each of us in­

fluences others beyond our families. We live in a society; our 

actions help shape the fiber of that society. In any action we 

take, we need to conside r our part in the ongoing pattern of soci­

iety--our influence on others we may not even know." (Sexually 

Speaking--Who Am I?, Student Book, p. 63 , United Methodist Church) 

Other Sources: Sexual Integrity in Modern Society , p. 14, Ameri­

can Lutheran Church; Understanding Your Sexual Self, pp. 10-11, 

Lutheran Church in America 
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26 . Four major pre-marital standards exist in American society 

today : 

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

abstinence--allows no sexual intercourse before marriage 

double standard--allows males to engage in sexual intercourse, 

but not females 

permissiveness with affection--allows intercourse only when 

an affectionate relationship exists 

permissiveness without affection--sexual intercourse acceptable 

between consenting partners 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 3 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt : 

"Ira L. Reiss lists four major attidudes toward premarital coi ­

tus that are held by varying numbers of people today. 

1) Abstinence--no premarital coitus under any circumstance 

by either sex 

2) Double Standard--premarital coitus as acceptable behavior 

for males but not females 

3 ) Permissiveness With Affection--premarital coitus as 

acceptable if the couple is in love and intends a lasting 

relationship 

4) Permissiveness Without Affection- - premarital coitus as 

acceptable behavior as long as it is voluntary on the part 

of both partners ." 

(Youth Views Sexuality , Student Book , p. 12, United Methodist 

Church) 

Other Sou rces : Love and Sex Are Not Enough , p. 9 , Mennonite Church; 

Love and sex Are Not Enough , Student Activity Book , p. 33, Mennon-

ite Church. 

The assumptions of Playboy magazine are sexually exploitive . 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 2 

Number of groups represented: 2 
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Illustrative Excerpt : 

"In all this we see an image of manhood and womanhood quite dif­

ferent from Hugh Hefner's 'playboy' and 'playmate . ' (The) Play­

boy wants to represent a type of masculinity and he desires his 

' kicks.' To this end he seeks to exploit 'playmate,' going as 

far as she permits. He merely seeks to utilize her. He will 

~ot let her establish a serious relationship. Talk of marriage 

is taboo. He, in short, does not wish to take responsibility _ 

for his behavior. This ultimate in selfishness can by no stretch 

of the imagination be brought into consonance with the Christian 

idea of sex , love, and marriage." (Sexual Integrity in Modern 

Society, p. 14, American Lutheran Church) 

Other Source: Youth Views Sexuality, Student Book, p. 27 , 

United Methodist Church 

28 . Adoption is an option for dealing with an unwanted pregnancy. 

29. 

Nwnber of materials which contain this theme: 2 

Nwnber of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

"Girls who find themselves pregnant outside of marriage should 

consider the possibility of allowing the child to be placed for 

adoption. Many childless couples are eager to adopt such chil­

dren and give them homes where they will be loved and cared for." 

(Growing Up With Sex , p. 52; Southern Baptist Convention. 

Other Source: Parent ' s Guide to Christian Conversation About 

Sex, p. 88-89, Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod. 

Pre-marital sex may have serious negative effects on a couple ' s 

relationship . 

Nwnber of materials which contain this theme: 2 

Nwnber of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt: 

Who can predict the psychological effect of pre-marital coitus on 

one or both parties of the engaged couple? Careful studies have 

shown that even when there is not an early pregnancy (and early 

pregnancy is hardly the idea for beginning a marriage), there is 

a serious risk of doing some , and sometimes serious , damage to the 
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relationship. This may range all of the way from a sense of 

guil t to a breaking of the engagement. A couple has to ask it­

self whether failure to practice self-control is worth these 

risks. Is there not a meaningful value in saving the consummat­

ing union for their wedding day?" (Sexual Integrity in Modern 

Society, p. 14, American Lutheran Church) 

Other Source : Love and Sex Are Not Enough, pp. 8 , Mennonite 

Church 

30 . A serious drawback of going steady is that it may lead to over­

familiarity. 

Number of materials which contain this theme: 2 

Number of groups represented: 2 

Illustrative Excerpt : 

"One of the problems of going steady is that by being together too 

much , persons drift into patterns of increasing physical intimacy 

and become too deeply involve d too soon." (Sexua lly Speaking-­

Who Am I? Student Book, p. 83, United Methodist Church) 

Other Source : Take the High Road, p. 59, Lutheran Church -

Missouri Synod 
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