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ABSTRACT 

Title of Thesis: The Poe Arr.endn.Gnt ' s Defeo.t: Jt,aryland Voters 

eject the Negro Disfranchisement lloverncnt , 1$03-1905 

Lugene W. Goll, !'.aster of rts, 1967 

Thesis d irected by : Dr . H. S. ~errill , Profe s sor of History 

The Poe arr.enclrr.ent resulted from the j_ncreasc of anti­

Negro feeling in the very early lS00 ' s and dominatetl ~aryland 

politics fror 1903 to 1905 . Throu: h this a~endrr.ent , the Derr:o ­

cr ~t tic narty under Senator l rthur P . Corr an , .. rould have Us­

fro.nchised LarylanJ ' s l'Je ,: roe s. 1'he r a cist n:0veri:cnts of the 

South and ant i Negro sentirr.ents of a segn:ent of the Baltimore 

press affected Der.:ocratic thinking . 

The Der..ocrat s scored an over'.vhel:rring victory i n the 1903 

sta te electi0n and pushed the m11 endn.ent throu ~~ h the 1c;o1.1- rr:ee t­

ing of the Le ~islature . The Le r; i slature sent the measure to 

t he ueonlc as a refcrenrluri: in the IIoverr:bc r 1905 electi Jn . If 
.. -

passed , it would have pla ced rruch ~ower in the hands of elec­

tion officials . In 1904, however , 1·esist2.nc e to the nr oposal 

er::ergecl , first b Governor Edwin 1,varfi eld and le: t or by other 

l sadin6 Democrats . In aC:i ition , the newspapers lessenec" their 

racist tone . 

The amend:c:ent thrcatGned tlw Republican 9arty; its n.em-

bo r s stronc· l y fou~ht it. Thoy rec e ived help at this critical 

point fror.. Secretary of the i a vy , Chnrles J. Bona1)arte , who 

le cl and solidi ied the _,arty • In particular , the Bonaparte­

led 1 epublicans utilized the forGign c or 1. unity and ap1n·ehensi ve 



third IJo.rties . They also received nc;~.:1ti ve help f rom the 

Bal tire.o re Der:_o crc. tic or -;aniz0. tion lmdc r I . Freer;,an asin 

which r;ave the arr.onorent li t tlc SU!1 port . FuTtho r , the olcc -Lion 

eve sm,J a nuL.bcr of lee.dine Don:oc r2. ts such as Sena tor Isidor 

Rayner squa 1) bling publicly over the 2.m0ncl1r.e n t . Thus , the 

vot.srs did not trust Gorrr.rui ::md. his orcanization , did not fear 

t he t hreat of Hecro domination , and t horou::;hly .Je f eo. ted the 

amenun1 ent throurhout F.,0st of the sta te . 
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CE.AP 'i'ER I 

The j_905 election produced one oi' Laryl anc1 1 s most hotly 

contested :9olitico.l campai .:;ns . Followinr-; the lead of the 

other southern st2.. tes , the Naryland Der-:ocrats under Senator 

Arthur P . Gor1:1an r.:.ade the first attempt to disfranchise the 

state ' s IJe r;roes . Gorrr.an and llis lieutenants devGloped an 

o.mendn:ent corr;r:~only called the Poe arr:endr..ent . Defore it reached 

the ballot for rcfcrendurr: in 1-905, 2 nw.ber of Democrats such 

as Governor Ed.win War:f.'ield and Sena tor Isi rl_or Rayner bolted 

their party and at tact:ed the a r .Gndrr:ent . The Repub1-icans 

stopped disputine; o.nion6 ther:: sel ves .'.lnd put up a vi i orous 

f'i.~;ht . When it i'innlly reached the voters, they soundly re­

jected it . The defeat ster::.r~:ed sor .. e-1:rhat fror-: a fear c, f Sena­

t or Gor1::o.n I s ~o.inins too Luch poli tico.l pouer . In l 90S,, and 

1911, without Gori..nn, the Dcr'.'0crats n:nde a ddit:Luno.l o.tter.:pts 

to li1..it lJe c; ro suffra--:e; however , their best opportunity came 

in 1905 , when the state descended fron; its anex of racial antip­

athy . 

The race issue characterized the l-'1o.ryland state e1-ec­

tiuns in .1903 , and 1905. In tha t period of l1arylm:.d politics , 

no other issue a ;proached it in emphasis , as both r::ajor polit-

ical p2rties stressed the race question . In r·encral the 
u ' 

Democrats of the state attacked tllc Negro and his ri c;ht to the 

suffrage , ,.,rhile the Republicans , without really defendinG the 

He r;ro , defended the iJc r;ro I s ri~ht to vote . The s pectre of this 

1 
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racial feeling did not s pontaneously a ppear on the 1,raryland 

scene in the brief period from 1903 to 1905. Rather, racial 

prejudice existed in the state both before and after those 

Years . 

The high point of racia.l. a c:itation , however, took place 

at that juncture , with the influx into Maryland o:f the l'Jegro 
1 

disfranchisement and Jim Crow rr.ovement of the southern states . 

The northuard direction of this rnoven::en t put Haryla nd in its 

path . In the sur.::mcr of 1901 , the Virginia Constitutional 

Convention met and disfranchised the Neero . From a c eograph­

ical vie·w, !-'.:ary J.anc.1 1 s turn ca.11:e n ext . J,Joreover , the f e:: d e ral 

census of 190U counted 235 , 064 NeGroes and a total population 

of 1 ,188,044 people . The l'Je g:roes ri.ade up 19 . 8 per cent of 

2 

t he state ' s population . Conceivably , there existed a lar6e 

enough He c; ro populati,m to re.ave many oi' Maryland ' s Demo crats 

toward d isfranchisement . They atten~p tcd to follow the lead 

of the ir felJ.ow s outhern Der.:1ocrats by amending t he state , s 

constitution to restrict greatly t he Ee gro ' s suf fraG e . 

Yet , It.aryland did not possess a reconstruction consti­

tution . The Popu.l.ist n:ove1:'cnt did not a i'fect the sta te to 

such an extent that the Derrocrats felt forced into ncedin~ 

the race issue as a means of breal:i ng up any poli ticnl nlli-

------ - - ---·--------- --

11i•or these movements in the southern states sec : 

,__; . Vann ·.fooclwarcl, Tho Strange Career of Jim Cro.Ji ( new York : 

Oxford University Press , 195'/ ), pp .l t-9- 95 . Also see J'ohn D. 

IIic1:s , Th~_J:ooulist_~e_vol ~ : A History of ~he li'~rmer~ ' Allia.nce 

and the PeOJ?_le I s Party T Lincoln , IJGb .: University oi Ecbraslca 

Press, 1 ')6i), p . t1-10 . 

2sun (Baltimore), Ju.Ly 31, l S'v.L, P • 1 . 



a.nee between the farrrc:;.•s and the l'Te~·roes. ThGrG c::istccl no 

reason for Earyl:md Deir..ucrats to copy the racist tactics of 

southern Dourbons in order to stem the 1J01.JUlist move1..cnt. 

Instead, factors other than :_Joli tic2.l expediency lwlr)cd 

pressure Den:ocra ts toward lJecro c.lisfran.chiser.:cnt in Haryland 

3 

o.t the turn of the century . The na.ti0n ' s experin1cnt with 

imperialisr~ 2nd tho repression of the Filipino insurrection 

offered an i rnace of na. tion£ll hnrshnc s s toi.-rard non-vrhi te peoples . 

An assassin I s bullet abruptly onclocl the HcI(inley administration 

and I--12.rk Hanna ' s quiet policy of undermining the Ircc:ro ' s useful­

ness to the Republican party . 3 People now henrd llnd read such 

terms as square deal and social equality . On Octobe r 16, 1>01, 

social equality suddenly becar~o a reality to the rncially sensi­

tive i-~arylandcrs 1;1hcn the President of only one n:onth entort-=1.ined 

Booker T. Unshington at dinner in tllc rn1ite House . 

The end of t he ninctoer:.th century found trends t ouard 

curtailing the Negro ' s vote incorporated into tho thirtlrine of 

so1!:e of Maryland ' s Demo cra tic l eac1Grs . A few of the more vocal 

politicians copied the southern demacoGues in the Jim Crow and 

disfranchisernemt movement . In 1899 , the then ex- Sena tor Arthur p . 

Gorman wrote his sue:eestions for the Democrc. tic platform to his 

trusted lieutenant , Hurray Vandiver . Gor1;:ian proposed th0.t they 

denounce the Republican party for bringing up the race issue 

and that 11 the success of that party has been interpreted by the 

3Theodore Roosevelt to Lycan Abbott , Ifov . 5, 1903 , Library 

of Conc ress, Washington , Theodore Roosevelt VSS, Box 43 . 
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ignorant men o:C the co ' ld lcoloreJI? race as a license t o d is-

4 
re ,::;ard the law. 11 Later that yea r, the Bal tir..ore Sun informed its 

readers that r e sidents of the Black Belt ( southern Earyland ), 

supported the Republican party. In effect , the r r~ s ponsible , 

hard- ·working elmr.s nt of southern 1,;aryland involuntarily supported 

a party corr.prised alrr:.ost entirely of' Ne croe s who did not pay 

their 01:m way. The 9aper further illustra ted the r: rowing anti­

Ne 2; ro attitude by reporting the increasing arr..ount of " self­

assertion and arrogance and dislike for work" on the part oi' the 

5 younger Ne groes . Moreove r , Isidor Rayner asserted in his letter 

of ac c epta.nce of the nor.:ination for lfaryland ' s Attorney General 

in 18Si9 , that further Republican rule could result in the law­

lessness ·which threater..ed the other southern ste.tes . 
6 

This 

lawlessness "menaced " Rayner to the point tha t it \roulcl "almost 

daily send a thrill of horror to every fireside and hori,e in the 

7 Sta te ." Two years later , L. Victor J3aughr:::-m. led the Frederick 

County Dertocra tic Convention to 9ass a r e solution to f avor 
8 

restriction on Negro voting . 

4Note~ concerning a l8tter fron: Arthur P . Gorr,.an to l'-~urray 

Vandiver , July 17 , 1899 , Hary~~-nd IIistor~cal ~ociety,_J3altiwcre , 

Arthur P. Gorrr:an rss , 706 . T.rus collection will be cited here­

after as Gorrr:an 1-'SS . TI;e r e ~s also a collection of Gorman s crap­

books i n the Souther n Historical Collection , Chapel Hill , N. c., 
which this ·wri tcr exar.:..ined . Ho·wever , c:. s the scrapbool:s consist 

almost entirely o f newspapers clippings , the writer cho se to 

exami ne and cite the items fr or;: the original newspapers . 

5sun , Oc t . 18 , 1899 , P • 9. 

6 T~)ed co:;y o f Isido r Rayner ' s acce vtance , (no t d tecl ), 

Gorr.an 1-'S S • 

7sun , Oct . 13 , 1899, Cli!-)pin::: s from Gorr. an 1:ss . 

8 
~ -, July 27 , 1s;o1 , p . 10 . 
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At tho bc c inn i rir; of the twen tie th century, Arthur P . Gormo.n 

d ecided poli ticnl issu es in l-1arylc,nd not Demo cro.tic c1c1..a c:ogu c ry . 

Outside of Dal t i :rr..ore, he s1;10othly r.:ana =: e d the Der::ucro. tic party 

in 1:0.ryl.::1.nd . I . Freeman Ra sin controlled the p2.rty in t h e city, 

and a lth0u~·11 D,,ltirorc he l d 0.lr..o st 11.al i' o i' t h e stc.-.. tc ' s n.:,pulc::. ­

ti0n , r u r a l politica l cJ. or ir..i.t. t i, .. m easily r·o..ve Gorn.::m the u p-per 

hc::.nd . Gor 11:Dn r;er:.crall y c ontrolled his party I s mov e s toward 

l~e- -ro cl is1·r 2.nchisc1:·.ent, al thou ch, initially, he a nd hi~~ party 

did not attempt to radical] y lir::i t t h e 1.raryland He r; ro I s ri [;ht 

to t h e suff'rac e . 

I11 fact , Gorn.an nnd his lieutenants incorpora ted d is­

fr anchise1..ent rr..oves into diff erent n.aneuvers t h r uu gh which they 

c ould wrest complete con trol of Earyland politics fro:rr.. the 

Republicans anc1 then maintain this control . On 1-:arch 6, 1 901, 

a s pecial se s sion of t he Le gisl2, ture r:1e t 2.t Annanolis to revise 

Lary1 ~,nc1 1 s election lm•rs . The Denocratic governor , J ohn Walter 

Srr ith, called the sessLm , but Gor n an rc.anipulated it. He and 

his f0llowers desi cned the specia l se s sion to c llan['.e the st2. te 1 s 

9 votinz laws in order t o eas e Gorr, an I s retn rn to the Sena te . 

The y n e eded to dir.. inish Republican power and c ontrived t o elin' i­

nate 1 any 1 c r ro and Re publican voters . At this ooint, d isfranchise­

n cn t e:~iste<.1 pri1,_.3_rily for political expediency; er;;o ti .:.;ns and 

racial prejud ice had n o t yet ~rcatly affe cted it . 

The S:)ecia l sessivn increased t he il1 iterr1. t e s I d if1'iculty 

in vot i n,; by abolish i nc t 11e )O.rty en,blei. , fr u1,, the ball0t, elirri­

n a tiLG assistcmce in the vot i LC boo t h , r oquirin~; n si r,r~n t u re u pon 

9American , ( Baltirr:ore) , Narch 5, 1 901, p . 15 . 
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rG 2' istrc_ tiun, and a.ly>habeticG.lly arran:::·ine; the narLGs on the 

J.() 
b2.llot . The Le rislature ail::ed these chan~e s at thG lJe':ro 

voter, but the changes did not result in his wholesale removal 

fron: the voting rolls . However, the Demo cra ts did win c ontrol 

of t he Le .:;is.la ture in I'Jover_,ber c.ncl they e lected rthur P . Gorn.an 

to his four th ter1 . in the Uni t ee.. S t o. te s 'ena te. 

Following Gorn,,~.n ' s return to the Senate, othe r factors 

cl0uded t he race issue in 1,1a rylancl politics a.ncl ai fccted the 

Democratic leade rs . Gorr:.an and his fo11uwers began to view the 

issue with decreasing rettionality; they becarr:e a ddicted to the 

cause of Hecro ctisfro.nchisen.6nt . Ul tirra tely, their inflex­

ibility on tl1is q1..rns ti0n hel·;ed cause infightinG tha t eventualJ y 

split the Democrc'. tic 1,arty . This tenacj_ty to·wa rd nocro dis­

franchisen.ent also helped remove Senator Gorman as a Presidential 

possibility . It n.arl~ed hin: as a definite s outhern candidate . 

The party rr.ana 0 ers :r..ade a :practice of 1~eepinc; vo1w.:es of 

scrapbo01,S fill.Gd with newspaper clippings . These scrapbouks 

becarr:e files for political inforr. a tion .::mcl r eferences . They 

further su:)plied writ ten politic al a1:1muni tion when n ceded . 11 

The party leader s utilized the newspapers as essential tools of 

their trade ; the papers, in turn , Greatly affected the lead8rs ' 

thoughts. and attitudes . In the yea.rs 1903 and 1904-, ce rtain 

Bal tin:ore newspapers focused a greo. t deal of attention on the 

racial violence whj_ch occurred in the nation . They helped stir 

l .Orbid ., l:ar •. 3 , 1901 , P • 3. 
11Pe r sonal interview with Robert h . Vandiver , son of 

Lurray Vandiver , llov . 10 , 1965. 
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up the racial prejudice that r2.ny 11,arylanders possessed . Pres­

ident Roosevelt I s square deal, the Jim Crow moverr:ent in the South, 

increasing attitudes of white suprer..acy, and the e~z:cesse s of 

the Filipino insurrection all offered excuses for grcnter racial 

violence. 

At the beginninr; of the tHenticth century, racial hatred 

reached a high pitch in n:any areas of the United States . Regions 

outside of the South participated as the racial rantin['s of the 

southern demagogues scattered northward . After Theodore Roose­

velt becarr.e President , publicized r ::-i. ce eru_0tions be~:an appearing 

in northern states with increasin3 frequency . The increase in 

anti-race thought becarr.e more andrr:ore accentuated by a portion 

of the Bal tir::ore press . 'The press contributed greatly toward 

j_ncreasing anti-Negro thought in Maryland; the rejudicos of 

the Derr.ocratic leadership reflected its success . Consequently, 

th,.., di· d ,i-;uch to help fan the flan-:e of · d 
~ newspapers u, ~. racism, an a 

residual effect from this intense mood lingered well into the 

twentieth century . 

Both the Baltimore World and the Baltirr:ore Sun accentuated 

the violence that fed on racial prejudice and helped develop 

racial antagonism . The World utilized a bold headline , low 

level, sensationalist style . When the ::;iaper campo.igned for 

more frequent garbace collections in Do.ltirr,ore , the subj ect 

of garbage sue· estcd a simile in reference to the level of the 

paper. Yet, the vloJZ.lg_ ·with the Stm helped crea te the attitude 

of racial icferiority and supposed NefrO villainy . This 

attitude , in turn, encouraz;ed usually shrewd professional poli-
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ticians to inflexibly clint; to an issue such as the Poe amend­

ment, ·which stood such an e:-:cellent chance of defeat . 

In 1903 and 19ot,. , the Baltimore papers reached the high 

point of forming a contemptuous attitude toward the Hebro . 

The ex-Virginian, Oakley Philpotts Haines, held the position 

of nm.nag:Lng or chief editor of the Sun . 12 This paper followed 

along t he lines of aller.:;io.nce to the DGn:ocratic party , while 

in 1 903 , the World ' s tabloid form made lynch stories paramount . 

In Au13ust 1904 , the 11Iorninr; Herald becc'.J.n~e the evening Eerald 

and ado}1ted a Democratic allegiance . It i n creased socewha t 

its anti pa thy toward the I1egro . Consequently, it too , contribu­

ted in stirmlating grec; ter racial hostility . An increasinr, 

nur:.ber of clippine; s which do1,mc;ra(ed the Neero found their way 

into the riolitical and Dersonal files of the Dernocro.tic party 
13 

leaders . 

In June 1903 , an editorial in the World cor;:r,ented on the 

b · at tho stal:.e of Geor,·e White in Wil,,,, in,..._,·ton , Delaware , urninc; - u, 

for the murder of Helen Bishop . The writer r.:ildly conden:ned 

the burnin::; , yet bro1 . .1:::-ht out the attitude of justii'icath.n of 

the cruel punishrrent because of a 11 foul brute " ( 1 s) victimizing 

a 11 S\veet , pure 11 sevcmtcen year old ~irl . it1- The viciousness 

r:mnifested at the burning of a IJer;.:.0 0 in Bluefiel d , West Vircinia , 

12
Gerald W. Johnson Gt al ., The Sunpapcrs of Haryland : 

H337-l,9J.2. (l~ew York : Al fred A. Knopf , 1937) , p . 226 . 

l3survivinc scra)books . For cx~=u .plc : The Gorrr:.an l:SS ancl 
The Arthur P . Gori, c'.111 Scrap books , Southern Historical ColJ.cction . 
Also : L,idor !12.yner scra~;bool: s, Southern Historical Collection , 
and the 11urray Vandiver ;:iapcr::; in the pussessivn uf Robert Van­
di vor . 
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exer..:plifiecl the intense r a cio.l he. trecl the'. t s0r1.e pr:,rsons of the 

ora could deF.,onstr,., te if ··oadecl. into the pr0rJcr fever ni tch of 

anim2..l- lil~e violence . In this instance , a IJec,ro r1:ade the r:1is ­

talcc of bcin' cau~ht 11 returnin[; " to the scene of an a::;sault 

on o. fourteen year old r•irl bound to '- tree . The r .. ob i'r -e l y 

extenued rrar:.y ir..clip:ni ties ur,on the rnic1e!'.ti fi ecl liec;ro b"'iore 

his de~ise . Ulthntely , parts of his anatoLy becm.c souvenirs 

for SOIT'G of the pnrticipants . 1 5 

The r;_ore distinr;uished and conserv· ti ve I3al tir ore Sun t uol: 

dclir•ht in re .'.. orting the lynchinc and burnin~- of two Danville , 

Illinois , ITe:.--i·ocs . A r .. ob wrecl·cd the j2.il c-·.nd beo.t one le--ro 

to den th before b -rn i ng the body . The po.per , '-lhich on July 23 , 

had reached the point of featurinc four separate front - page 

ar ticles on liei::-ro vic lcnce and villiany, found r::uch satis f a ction 

in the fa c t that Re~ uolican Spealrnr of the Hou~,o , Joe Cannon, 

resideci in "'.)anvillc . The paper er.-phasized th" t he "held II his 

horreto\•m " to public view c. s the se,:1.t of all th:.t is perfect in 

sin ::ilc Christian cho.racter . 11 Loreovc:.· , the Sun point eel out 

that a lc ar1 ing Renublican voice would now be i~uffleJ. fron. dcclar -

i n;-
16 

ar<ainst "Southern outro. ·es . 11 

As the su .. J. er :!_1ru:-:re ssed l'urther , the T:lorl 0.l continued to 

cvir:.ce the devel p1rent of an ti- Eec;ro a tti tu,.:-i.es when it de scribed 

:BlJj_cott :ity, l arylanc: , on the eve of the Re~,ublican prin,ary . 

In AU .'._;Ust , a World reporter fo1m<l this to\-m in Arthur P . Corn:an I s 

native Howard. Cour:tJ to pr~cticr1.ll; exist in 

- -----------15
r biu ., July 13 , 1S03 , • 1 . 

16 
Sun , Aut • 7 , 1S03 , P • 1 . 

" Re:i.r-n -:.,1' Terr0r . 11 
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Tl1e election and the 11 irrisist:i.ulc b.::.r 1 1 11 cJ.rc-u t he I~e,....roes to _, 

the com:ty seat '\'There they hun:~ 11 10.::ily nbout the street corners " 

ui th " i d l e ctnL: surly" C(1untcr.ance::; . World readers also leE~rned 

tl1c. t tlrn l:e[-roes 11 r..ll cc.rry r2.zors c:i.nd Cl.ms 11 dcs>i tc tlle fo.ct 

that t he r e;crter adr.ittetl not hnvinz seen any of the veapons . 17 

Addi ti0no.l exo.n~~1les of Eq~ro evils ca1:c about on the e ve of t he 

l S:03 state cloc ti0n \-Then U10 11e:.por o.c:a.:i.n dq) ictod the 11 b.J.d 

ci'fcct 11 of tt.G irpenuin;:; clectic•n on the unfortunate sc..uls . 

Thus , by 1:ovc.rr:ber, the r,o.psr rc r)or tod thc. t ro,,1dyisr1. had in­

crcasoc.1; t:hc police even uent to the 11 extrGffe 11 of lockins up a 

fourteerl yenr olc: ee;~ro y0uth, HGnry Bnl:cr , whor.. t hey i'uu.nd to 

be cl rud~ ~,ncL 11whcn searcl1ed n Jee:_ of playiLC cD..rds 'JJ.::,s found 

011 ·1·1 i• n.,'. • Il l [; ,, On the follo·wirg day , t l1rour;h the use of co.rtcuns, 

the Worl d reminded r.cothcrs and f a thers of the repu~nancy of 

. 11 . ., 1 1 0 ro.cia y ~1xea c essroo~s . / 

Tlle BaltiJY.vrc Sun cont::.nucd to rsflGct the t one of ·.rhi to 

supromc:,. cy when it ,.-rrote of Dr . E . K . Pancoas t ' s expcrirwnt at 

ths Univorsity of Pennsylvania . His 2.ttcr.r.pts at usinr; : - rays 

to produce ivl::.i t e sldn su r·· ·os ted the p rcr:1il.1r,: placed on bcj_n~· 

white . Or , the account of t he hearse cl.river who ~~rove auay 

c:mcl left tho coi'i.'in ui th t he 11'8.r:;ro corpse inside SU[' _:es t ccl the 

hanc.icap of bsir:.r,; ncn- whi te . 20 The dci ::;cri!;tion of the o.ccusecJ. 

Le :ro r..urde:ter whose " face j_s not r epu1si vc lool:i e;_· , but shows 

evidence of ;-i_ rather weal~ intelli .::;er,.ce 11 serves t o illustre.te 

17 
11+ , 1so3, 2 . Wo1°lc'1 Au6 • p . - --- -l. , 

18 
Ibi d ., ITov . 2 , 1s103 , P • 2 . 

19 Ibid . , lJov . ') 

.) ' 1S03 , P • 2 . 
20 

Sun , Dec . 2" o, 1S03 , p . 7. 
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the en.Li6hteru1:ent projected toward the Nee;ro . 
21 

Against this 

bacl:cround, ths orators of the Democr:-i.tic party den.anded He?ro 

disfranchiserent, and thG 1904 session :Jf the l~aryland Le gis­

l o ture passed Jim Cro·w laws to becorr.e ef'i'ecti ve on July 1 , 

1904. 22 Delegate Henr y A. Bosse of Daltimore told the Le gi s ­

lature that the "virginity of the wives ' and dauchters ' ears ••• 

will be insulted " by the Ner:;ro • s presence in the vehicle s , 

when he sndeavored to ex-p~1.nd the Jir. Crow laws to the electric 

re.ilroads in Baltimore . 23 

Boreover , a lynchin2 in Sprii1:::i'ield , Ohi ) , provided 2. 

further exarr.ple of callousness and conto1:"p t f'or tho Negro . 

While shooting at the lifeless body hangin6 fro1.. a pole , " every­

one seer.ied in thG best of hur:1or , j oldrn:: with his nearest neic;h-
24 

bor while r oloadinr his revolver ." The Sun editorialized 

a'.:5:ainst a recially mi:~ocl Havy . It 1r.2.intainGd tha t IJecroes in 

the Navy stirred u :9 the rac e iss e B.nd ultih.ately harr:.ed the 
25 IJe,,ro ro.ce ·which de·, 1ended on the ·whit e r2.co . The po ulace 

i dentified n:asKed Negroes by the G. 1 ne:trance of their eyes , 

refuse , to USG the services of the Ferdinand , Ind io.na , }JO st 

office ~iliich hire~ a ~ccro clcr. , r efuse~ to ttsnd the State 

IJor;al University classes in Ohio , with 2. le6ro student , and 

continued t,J su ·.-;est t ha t 11 brutc1l creature '' lJ0c:1 ocs C:):-wicterl 

~; ~ •, Jan . 4 , lS,0L1- , p . 7. 
lliQ.., Mar . .L 7 , l ~0li- , p . 2 . 

23r:orning Herald , (Baltir..ore ), Ear . 2 , 1s,04 , p . 2 . 
24 
25sun , Mar . 9, 1901+, p . 10 . 

lli.Q..., 1-:ay 3, 1904, ) • l+ . 
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of cri1..Gs ,lo sGrved to d.ie when :1. court of law felt othc n •.rise . 26 

In r:1.id- Au6u st , a c l in.ax of racial violence took place at 

Statesboro , G€orr,ia . The disclosure that a 11 l!e,:ro 1-:afia 11 group' s 

killinc of a far~ farr ily brou~ht violent de2th to approximately 

ten lrn c roes . The r:ob discoverecl th2.t t he se lJer:rocs bclonr;ed 

to the Before Day Club, which plotted to kill off \-Thitcs . This 

revelation helped fo1ent the r1ob 1 s frenzied hatred as it cap­

tured and violently killed t he a lleced r::urdcrcrs . 27 

Within this fr2.n:e of re1'cren.ce, Artlrur P . Corr.an, 1-'urray 

VancUver, John 1:Jnl tcr Srr.i th, Victo r L. Bau hn cm, and other 

DoEucratic leaders championed ITerro disfranchisement in the form 

of the Poe a1::encln:ent- - their tenacious atteri:pt to recovG i'rom 

the ITeGr□ his richt to vote . They rerrained c aptive t o the 

racist ir::pressions crec1. ted fron: the corrnunica ti ve media and 

their o-vm prejudices . The Democrats could not adjust their u.nti­

l'Ter,-ro attitudes as readily as did the B2.ltin.ore press followin[: 

Roosevelt I s con~plete victory in the 1:)04· election . At that 

point , anti-Heer□ news lessened , but it cGrtainly did not dis­

appear . In the main, thG p ress now left racisi.1 nrir::2.rily to 

the political orators . 

26
Ibid ., June 20 , p . 2; Au;; . 1'7, p . 1: Sep t . 3, p . 10; 

July 16, 1~04, p . 4. 
271-:ornin;; IIeralcl , Aue . l'l , 1904, pp . 1,2 . Jlso, World , 
Aut . 17, 1904, p . 1 . 
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In 1903, the Dcrre; cr2. ts under Arthur Gorr..o.n ' s sn.Lcticn 

successfully conr:t1cted their car.,.pni r:;n a.lr,.cst entirely on the 

race issue . '.vi th o. pled::::e to clisfro.nchise the lk:~-ro , they ·won 

a very ccri:plete victory, as their canclicl2. te bccarr.e the .:;overnor . 

The De1..e,cr2ts interpreted tllis victory as an unqualified en­

dorser. cnt fror: the :Laryland voters to disfr2.nchise the lJc '; ro . 

Yet , the election results r.isJ ed Gorr:.an rmd his iulJ.owers as 

other f2.ct0rs cctsred the car;~paign . In oo.r ticul:-.r, a splj t in 

::1C)Ub.lican party ranl~s efl'cc tecl the outco1,:e . The in-fi ,,htin: 

also caused Presidcr..t Theodore :!:1O,Jscvcl t to i11tcrvenc . 

Sena t o r Arthur P . Gorrr.o.n ::,rcvicled the key turninc; po int . 

On Aur;us t .L, 1903, uhen the Senator returned fror.' his su1..nc r 

trip to .Suro ,)e , the i;cw YorJ· press interviewed hi1.. , anc~ stirred 

UlJ a r.:ild Gorf, an " bourr: 11 for the Presidency . The 11.2,ti c n now 

bece.r: c incrco.sin,_; ly m-rarc of his av<' il2. bili ty . In t:i.ie fall , 

Gorn an lcc.1 the field. as the : ossible Der. 0cr2.t ic Prcsirler1tinl 

nor::ince-- the first southern c2nciiclate since 1St1-½- . ul th 2.tcly , 

the early de" te of his c ,:-.nd idacy er: vc the Senn tor envuch U.r: c 

tc um1ittin;;ly efi'ect his ovm e li1 ina.ti~n .l.'rok the r~-. cc . Ee 

sto.l:ed his )Olitical f ort1.mes on J.usir:.:.· issues . He po0r.1y J.ed 

the Dfa ocr.:'. tic SGna tori::ll cinori ty i n its DGc;..;r bcr fi ,-l1t o.cainst 

r·c tific[t ti (.)n of the Pnna1r..n Cnna.l Trc~'..ty • 1 1- orcovc.r , Gor1 .o.n 

1 .John R. Larbcrt , Arthur Pue Gorr.a.n ( .Jaton ... tou ,·e , La .: 
Louisian2. StatE: University l-ress, 1953) , pp . 305- 307 . 

13 
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lost rruch of llis f~ri9 on the DGr..ocr;.,_Lic party in l :aryl.:md . 

'l'he inf ..Lc..n:r:i'-1.tory issue of the Poe arcndLent prove6. to be onG 

of tnc prir,.ary reasons . 

To shift the I;"e::;ro d isfr.'.'.nchisen en t rnover..cnt into high 

c:ear , Gorr.an declared at his AuGus t 1 , Lew YorL: intervie-H that 

broc:.c.1cninz of tho Hec:ro q_usstion rer oved it fror, , bej_n.:; s olely 

a political issue . He stated that '' The frequency anc1 ap 1-1alling 

character of the re_c c rio ts oi' the last few Lonths is serving •.• 

( t0J E:2.l:c it 2. n.-:1.tionc.l ••• qucstion . 112 l"urthcr , the Scn3.to:r 

oublicly wondered how only DeIT0crats posse ssed the caryability 

of controllin:3 Uegro lawlessnc ss . 3 

The Der-:ocro. tic 1n·im2.ry election in Au~;ust 1903 , presentsd 

litt..Lc evidence of race being an issue, und such resolutions 

as the one 11afainst i"Je 0ro con trol 11 ;::; i ven by the Sor,,c rset County 

Dci:_ocratic Convention s ecnJd to rrcrely cuntinuc lip sGrvice 
L, 

a::_::ainst the Negroes . r However , at the sa1, e time , a conference 

took place in Ho..shin.:::; t on , D. c., betv1een Arthur P . Gorrr:an , 

12.neclucl: Governor John Hal ter Sr::i th , I. Freeir.nn Ras in , nnd 

Eurray Vand iver . Gori -.an approved the selection of .wdwin War­

fiGld for the De:r.1.ocr.J. tic .r~ubcrna to rial nomination . 5 Thus , 

the :rn.rty put forth a standard bco.rer quite will i n r; to car .. pa i c;n 

on the race issue . 

2 
iJew York Tin:es , Au[; . 2 , 1$03 , p • ..L ; American , Au:; . 2 , 

..L 903 , p . 3 . ---

3A.n::.erican , Aut . 2 , lS,03 , P • 3 -

4 ' Slfil, Auc. . 13 , 1 $03 , p . 10 . 
5
rbid ., Aug . 14 , 1SJ03 , p . 12 . 
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On Se_[)ter::ber 16 , a si1.:i l ar e;roup ga thercd in Roor .. 50 of 

the Rennert Hotel in Daltirrore . The state Derr.ocratic Conven­

tion r:1et th2.t day , and Gor1,,a.n led this sLall ~roup i n clrawinG 

up the Dcr:_ocrn tic pla tf0rn .• 6 When the rtcetin:.3 resulted in a 

st:.:,. tei..ent tho.t whi tG political ascendancy would be rr.aintained , 

the conventi0n showed no radical denarturc frurr past threats . 7 

Gorr::an ' s Der::o cra ts , however , i.-mi ted until l ate r in the 

month to present the Uer;ro questi0n as the central issue . At 

the Mt . Airy barbe cue, on Saturday Sep ten:.ber 25 , when sor.1e 5 , 000 

persons attended in order to eat , dance, sine; , and listen to 

s peeche s, they heard tirades throu,.,l10ut the clay on the evils 

of Hecro lawlessne ss and tho relief tha t c.1isfr e:.r_chiser::ent would 

briric . t that point , the nla.nlc of the : l atfu r r: which called 

for 1;1hi te su:9remacy becamc parrurount . De1: ocro.tic candidates 

for Governor , Edwin Warfield ; for Corr,ptroller , Dr . Gordon T. 

At,;:inson; and for ' ttorney General , Hilliam. Shepherd Dryan a ll 

si)ol:e on the race issue . 1 /hen l!;dwin Warfield ho.d accepted hi s 

nominati Jn , he cle scribcc.1 the IJecro problcrr. as 11 the " r e: t and 

pressing problen: of the clay . 11 8 He cor_.1. i ttec.1 hirr..self to a 
C 

course with which he did not complete l y a_::ree . ✓ r onethcl ess , 

eo.r;er to becori.e the Governor , he readily spolrn the ~ospel of 
, . i· ~o a is ranchiseoent . 

r 
!Ibid •. , Sep t . 17 , 1903 , p . 1 2 ; An:erican, cpt . 17, l 'J03 , 

p . 14-.-
8s s t 0 r 1co3 14 __1:!Q, e 1J • "-- I , ) , p . •. 

9American , Oct~ ~u, 1903 , p . 6 . 
101ar:.bcrt, Gorman , p •. 3Lf-4 . IIe tal:e s the view tho. t ';larfield 
used his office t o enhance his financial intc::.·est s . 
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Race boco.r:o the only isS1.1G . The er::ccrats fo llcvmcl s outhern 

politicians in O..J7ealiL~ t G pa~sions and erro ti0ns of prejudic e , 

fea r, ha trod , o.nd i gnorance . Fron:. the t-:t . Airy barbecue , the 

Dococr;.,_tic or2.tors f2.nned out t h r ouch t he state exaltinc IJogro 

disf1~2.nchi::;ernent o.nd feedinr.; 0n the cheers of their listeners 

h d t b f l 1 . 1 1 . , . d 11 w. o seeme u e o 211 overw 1e rr.inz y i~ce - n-.111 • 

Edwin ':Jarfiolc. led the orator y . Defore nearly 10 , 000 

persons in Bal tir..ore County , he chnr iec.1 th2t Republican election 

successes caused the 11 i p;nor ant and er.-:o ti0nal 11 Hecro to becor.1e 

o..rrocant and offensive . 12 He cried tha t no rtions of the sta te 

sta,:;·erecl 11 under a black burrler: !,-13 Then , when the RepubJ.ican 

DOLirn::e for Governor , Stevenson A. Willian: s , conferred with 

President Roosevelt on the l~ ryl2nd election , the ccetinc pro­

Vicled Warfield ',-Ii th further ve rbal ar11:.uni tion . He la) .ented. 

that Williarr.s sat at the so.1,,e table n s had Bookc1° T. Washineton . 

He told his o.udicnces th'""t fror., such bchavi0r it woul d reach 

the po int whGi~e,Jy 11re;;ro chil ' r en" wcul d eventually sit •• ~' bcsi.de 

:/our O\In in public 

To furthe r t11C cause , ',Jarfield rece:i.vcd orc. t uric a l help . 

Si.::;nificctnt1y , t 1.-10 of t lk so 1..ost vocal i11 their anti- Hcr;ro 

ti1~2c1c s \·JOuld join hirr in OT);;osir:c the Poe en.GE6.r. cnt in t.,;10 

i"utu::.~G . '.I.'he Der.o cr2. tic c and i date fo r 1 ttorney Uencral, \Jilliar.: 

IT 
· l'°ranl: R. Kent , The Stor· of Eo.r· l ancl Politics ( Baltimore : 

'I'hon:o.s and ·wans rintinG Co ., 1s·11 , p . 330 . 
12sun , vet . L1- , 1 SU3 , !) . 14. 

13rorninr~ Heral d , Oct . 5, 1 903 , p . 11 . 
1lf-

Ibid ., uct . 1 6 , 1 903 , p . 12 . 
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She:Jherd Brynn , asserted th2. t the 60,000 IJe ~-ro votGrs allowed 

the Hepublican pe.rty sor-,eU.n c s t o 11 overrid.e the will of the in­

t e lligent uhite taxpayers . 1115 Also, ths vocal but sor·etir: es 

hollow talents of Attorney General Isidor Hayner joined the 

co.m~::a i 2:n , By mid-October of 1903, he a nn ounced h i s candidacy 

for the United Stc\ tes Senate . The tern: of Republican Lewis ~ . 

1:cco .. as expired. the i'ollouinr; ye a r , an6. I a:rner bro~:e preced<:mt 

by openly solici tine: the ;,osi tion . He went so far as to adver­

tise his canJ. idacy in the news ~,n-11crs . This e, .ve him licen s G 

to stur.p t h e s,ca te . He quicLly becar: c one of r Dcisr: 1 s r..ost 

vociferous o.nll a:..0 ticulo. t e chari1Jions . Rayner r ·. nted. " thc-.t all men 

were not born equal , 11 anc.1 that in parts of southern l1aryla.nd ancl 

on the :eastern Shore, the Re :mblicc.n ) arty caused 11 desola tion 

anc.1 d e s pair . 1116 He quoted the lady fro!:" l.ent County uho tolcl 

hir: tha t a Repu blican victory \·JOuld. le ,'.tve no won ·.ar: so.1'e in l~ent 
17 

C0u.1:: c,~r . nor d i d h e "hesit2. tc a r..01. s .t t o say th2. t I aff in 

favor o f et lrn·! d isfrc::.nchising the Ne ~-roes . 1118 To tlle chee r in g 

c roud at a lar t; e '0er..ocr(:' tic r nlly , Rayner prG ,-:. ic te ,~ t ha. t 111Je2ro 

Jor::i na ti0n ••• Eeans ruin and d is2. stcr . 11 T1.1e Den:ocrc'. ts clin axed 

the rally with o. ste1·e o ri ticon pro j ec t i J rl J qi ictin~· PrGsident 

.!. ,-::.. J s Gv c l t 2.r:: icably E: c: . l,inc \Ti th e._ c0l orcd ·· entlc! an . 1 / 

1.,ven tl1e n ,rr, c:i.11 aloof anc1 cwiet Ar tlmr P . Gor :· an chii. cd 

15I b:i&l•, Oct . 16 
' 

1 S·03 , ) . 12 . 
1 6 

sun , Oc t . 1() u, 1903 , p . 1L1- . 

17 I bid ., Oc t . 22 , 1 s·o3 , P • 12 . 
18 

Ibid ., Oct . 27 , 1903 , p . 7. 
70 
-/ 

l-Corninr: Heral d , Oct . 22 , 1903 , p . 1 1 . 



cl:..,ctj_ n . .As , .. me J.k:1u,1lico.r: ac1vr :c 0j_sc::-· e;nt sa.i~-- , he r.:e.(le hir:.­

self an i:.suo . 20 In th··, t s 1 ,ecch , Gorr.Ln i.!'.:i'or1 eel ths lmndrGcl 

1:cn ::.;atllerccl at I i r·hlo.n . , in ::u\-arcl County , th,. t t;_1c President 

s1..1,-LL:cnly r..aclc the 1:c:::;rc, r:.cc believe tl1; .. t his c"'cinir.-· .Ti tll .Svui:er 

T. ·.1ashi1 2:ton ._r ti tlc .. 1 t:ncrn to sucio 1 2..r_c1 11olj ticc..l .... qr2.li t:,· . 
21 

Car::po.i~nir:.'-; o lr. 0"' t e::clusi vcly on t:i.1c. rt' .. cc issue , tho 

'.Jmi.ocr~.-L s ,.-ron a. cor.l1lctc victory iL 1.1...,VCLbc..r 1903 . 'i'hcy ;:-ar­

ncrcC. tllG Governcrship , tl1e o.i.'i.'j_cos of tturncy General ~,1.:.cl 

Cor.:Dtrollcr ns well c:S three- fifths of tlw seL'..ts in buth the 

8cn2tc v.r:C tl..e liousc of Dole · tcs . Dy c-.11 01..1.t,d~.ru C.}Y)Gc.rnnccs , 

tl1e voters -:·,._vc Uorr an a solidii'ic( stc" .tc f::...-·01, uh:i.ch he cuulc1 _, 

prcsm .. ably r.~u to tlic rcsic:cncy . But , both illnsions cva~;oro..tcd 
in the ncz.t t-wo yeo..rs . 7he st<' te I s vote::.· s re j 3C tcu the 1 SO 5 
Poe ~- cr.:C.1 cr .. t I s a ~ter. pt tu di si'rc .. 11c:1:i.se the l!c -ro ; later , t:ncy 

ar·ain ::.·c~ectecJ. tl1c atter.:.rit in tnG lS,OS, clocticm. 

Further , Sc1-:.:1.tor Gvrr.~o.n , who in l0SO , used st,.tcs ri~11ts 

bcc,.,L'.C a ro.clst •,oliticiar:. . He thus juinec.1 Ben Tillli:an nnd 

Jnr os '( . V"".r d1 .an . ·.n1cn tho 0.2,ti·· - Dry:->11 · 1· 11 · J · ~ u , ici.1.. c1:.nin:; s con-

serve: ti vs f·1ction of thG 110.rty lcul:Gu f vr a n0r::ince , the busir:.c ~_;s­
oricntcr1 , i'und- rc'.isi.n~ Gori c.n nu lon:;c.1. -·:_-,_vo tl c ir, !)rcssi0n uf 

Act1..1alJ.7 , the 11r,:o..no te II the Jcr, uc r · ts rccci vcd re sul tod 

in a rlcco_--;tion . 'l'he subscquGnt lS0'.5 o.nd 1909 c(G_:'c::. ts c.t (1i s ­

frQ.Dchi "Or. cnt a c tc .l)ts 6 G!" onr..;tr.:-tcr" th:. t the votc.L s cLd not 

2) r . 0 -1- "
0 lC(J"' 1 ,.C l C ,).n , C 1., • c. u , ,, ..) ' p • • 

?l, J 4 '- ur1 , l c Jl,. • ,.... r l r () ..., 7 ' c..J, , ,5 , l • - • 
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wish to allow curtailing 0f the suffra~e to any gre~t extent . 

In truth, other f ~ ctors hclp8d produce the corr.p l ete Den.ocratic 

victory . For the 1903 election, there existed a b&d split with­

in Republic2.n rc1nJrn . United Stc1tes fjeno.tor Lewis 1 cCon::as led 

the regular or£_;aniza tion with the help of Port of Bal tin:ore 

t ariff collector , ';Jillian: F . S t0nc . Ile~)ublicn.n Cone re ss1tcn 

F'r2.n~;: \1achtcr and Sydney E . Eudd challcn::;ed 1:'.cCon:as ' leadership . 

:Jachter and l~dd wielded a considerable aEouct of nower within 

the --1arty . Their L ... ction g,.V G virtually no SU1Joor t to the party 

in the 1 <;03 c lecti ::m . In f a ct, sy,~.rn:,y _, . r-.mll ' s "illness 11 

<id not il:':r,rove until af t e r the Glection . I:oreover, Fr2nk 

Wachte r puLl ically found 11 s :'l tisL. ct i on II i n 1-:cCorrn s ' defe· .t . 22 

I-:any Republicans throu~hout thG !""t·~te strove t0 r en.ove l.cComas' 

bossisrr. 23 Thnt l'.cCorras hi1:~self bore a considerable an:ou.nt of 

the financial burden further illustr,s.tes the handicar the 

Rcpublicc:i.ns hacJ. . 24 1:ccor.::a s eviuencecl his C:. i:.. f icu lty 1.1hcn he 

appe·, lG(, to Rhode Islc:n<.i I s Re!1Ublic2.n Senator I1elson ',l • .Ald rich 

for fur~cls , 
25 

At the san:o ti1. e , I :arylc 1.dcrs le urned of Pr e sident Tioo s e ­

ve l t I s st::u:e in the election . IIe hoped th:1t a Republican vic­

tory in l '.arylancl woulc.1 vinc1 ico t e his pro-IJerro attitude . Thc..rG­

L.!re , :-ic held confGrencc with :taryland Republico.n l e2.d 1 -r s and 

hG i dentified hir::self so1:.ewh.-1 t with the c ca1rpa i r:n . Tlle PrGsidcnt 

Oct . 
1.SS . 

22
sun , rov . 5, 1S03 , p . 2 . 

23;- · T · ( '... b 1 d 11 d ) O t 27 J c o:i 1 l .wvenin"" 1rrE.s \..,UL. s r an , i •, • , c • , .> ...) , !1:ri . , 1- . 

24 . -· IT O C103 30 • ,.c ric2.11 , -ov . o, 1 / , p . • 
25

Lewis ...:i . l•.cComa s t o IJelson W. Ald rich , Sep t . 8, 1903 , and 
11 , 1903 , Library of Cone; es s , 1 lashinr;ton , l JG lson \J . l d.ricll 
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wantec1 to repudiate the southern noli tician with who1:' the 

lJorth and ':Jest L·ave sicns of syupathizin[ . He stro~1 ly desired 

that a stc. te with a southern iL1en tificc1tic,n would reject the 

. 26 race issue . 

~uvsevelt f0unc it difficult to unders t and the southerner ' s 

attitude toward the IIegro . 27 He stron~· ly wished to see l~aryland 

22 reject the De1.ocrDts 1 a)peal to race . The President clis-

lil.:ou. Gor: .. an ' s uso of a car..paign button depictir:r~ Ro__,sevcl t 

and 1300.,_.:cr T . 1:lashin, ·ton ea tin;::: to, ether , 1.-rhich he used in 

or( er to solicit funcis for t11e can paip1 . In adcli ti .... n , he e .. ,rn­

cstly wanted to see Gorr em ' s nresti ·o less ened as he iclt that 

sor..e business trrs ts bc..cKco. Gorr ;:m . L.1 particnlrr, he s1.: S)ected 

2S 
the :::lucLefellers . 

Presicient Ro::isevelt ret uith little :;uccc ss , as the sound 

c1Gfco.t of t11e .Re1,ublicans inclic : ted . The s ta to I s voters undoubt­

edly re son tcd tl1e irltr-1..1.si.....n by tl10 Presj_dent , os:)ccially , a 

y0utllful President n0t yet cloa~;:ed with the prestirre that 

Panru.:a , tlle 1 us so- Japane se Pea ce Conference , and other U. S . 

a0.veLturcs lo.tor brou;_;llt hiri1 . I n adlliti n , llis ovm re- election 

112d not yGt hcl_Jed SOI:'cwhat to cliri.inis:i1 racial .:>..nt--,-·cmL:m: . 

Duriric the seconrl week of October , RoosevGl t sru '!' oned 

26sun , Oct . 1L~, 19U3 , :D • l; ··,:Gricnn , Oct . J.3 , 1s,u3 , P • J. . 

27Thco ~ore ilouSGVvlt to Theo,~_ore Rouss-velt , Jr ., uct . 3J. , 
l<;,,;3 , lk.iusevclt 1:SS . Do:r L1-3 . 

2" 0 'l'he <lore Roosevelt to 1:rs . Gr2.nt La Farc·c , L'ov . 5, 1S03 , 
I oc, scvel t 1 .0S , Bo:: t,.3 . 

2S-'l'heodure Ro_,scvclt to Dr . Lyr.:o.n bbott , Oct . 2S, lSU3, 
l··o ~ ·-velt 1 ,,,_, nov l,.3 t. '-....>\,.J ,.µu , D ..l'--, • 
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a nm .ber 01' 1:2.rylc'.ncl Rcpublicar:s :i_\_,r c.~iscusslvr..s or: the clGct­

ioris in an effort to i'l,sc the s:J..Li t . S tc en s on A. 1dil1.iar!.S, 

e::- Gcvc,r11or 1-loyd Lownc.~cs , forr::cr Post1 ;:1 stc_~ General , J ar. cs 1 . 

Gary , e.nd .:::on~rcssr.:en Frani: ·1la.chtcr , ':lilliar: H. Jaca:son , c.nd 

dydncy 1-~dd all lur:.ched with or conferred with the President . 3° 

However , the President could not br .:.n~· the f.:..ctj_cns to.'.::cthcr . 

Other hancU caps aidod in r al:inr; t:i1e Rem.1blican dcfe: t 

so coD~lete as to Give the illusion of a rrand2te to disfranchise 

the IJccro . Naryland Rep1J.blic2.ns functi~·ned unr:1Gr the typical 

hanclicci.p of tho .Jcrocr·, tically contrived clec tLm lc.1:ws . 

Stevenson_ . Willians credite~ the discarded ballots as beinc 

the rte!')Ublican ' s e re test handicap . 
31 

'fiie s t2..icl, di c·nj_fi cd 

Bel i ir lauycr failed to cor:.si,.:er hir'"sclf c.. li2bility in tlic 

clec ti.:.in . Yet , Willian:s conducted a ,·er tlori.nnl" , rcason\..,d 

co.rr1)e.i2;n o. t a tir:e uhon the neo ,lG looked for flw boyu.nt ora tur y . 

oro.tury, and the Derocrn ts bl.:"to.r.tly utilized thj s 1.:..:thod . 'l'he 

e)nblicrns rcr:, .ined on the L~c::.'G1.si vs throu~:hou t the cacnaicn 

by <.1cfcnc1in:· tho iJoe;ro I S ri r•ht to vote uhile nc~.:::. ti11rr sucin.l 

cq'!..1C!li ty . Dur inc· 0:10 Republican rally , the 11 c0lored voters 

occupied the sou t~1 ,_·allGry of thG !-1usic IL:tl l . 11 32 

3o.'\.r:1erico.n , Oct . 10 , lS,03 , p . 16; Oct . 13 , 1 S'03 , p . 1; 
uct . 14, 1s·o3 , _1 . l ; Oct . 15 , 1<)03 , p . 1 . 

3lI,.d n r: 1co3 5 ~ • , ; . 0 V J, ,,' , p • • 



After the 1S03 election , t l10 Den:ocrats wrots a l'Jc.=ro dis­

franchissr-: . .::r_t 11.Ga.s1.1re . They dsvi sccl a pl2n based on the .3 r arnl ­

father clc::.use and liter a cy requirer:ents. In addition , the 

party ' s l e:.:.Jcrship uec i dod to use a cons ti tuti :mal rn.!ondi:.ent 

o.s t ho n e thod of brine i nc a bout cl.i sfr;:'nchise1:1ent . However , 

tho c~ii'ficu lty i n selecting a nc-u United StDtGs Sen2 tor and 

t he Baltimore firG in Februory l S10 l1- , del 2..ycd intrcduction of 

thG r.:ea suro in t o the Le e:; islr1 t ure . 

With tho 1 ~03 el ccti0n "mo.ndatc " frorr. tho r,corlc in h o..nd , 

Sor:.o. t or Gorr.an proceccJ.Gcl to ,.lcvel o~) a plan to disi.'1•,1nchisc the 

I7e;;ro . At the s ar:e tir .. e , the Senator r cr..a inec. auare oi' t11e 

bonus o f ~K rh::1.p s ir.cre·::.sinc his own r-ioli ticc-.1 ~o,.,or i n the 

st ·te . At lea st , he could enhance his _ 2.r t y ' s _')Olit i ca l for ­

tunes by rer..oving the o.11egcd bl ock of 1Ie!1 ro votes thc- t thG 

Re1mblicans contr0llec.1 . 1 

In :'.:>ec.___r:.bcr 2.nd early J anu:1ry, Gorr,.an , his sup 1osed o.lly 

I . F:-2cr .. o.n Rasin , Lnd lieutGG.r.. ts h::., l L a nur:bcr- of' r::cctir ·s 

to ylc.n the u1 co1 i r:.rr l e; i sla ti ve r)ror;r o.L . In the 11.c.1-i, , they 

c onc Grncd thcLselves with Uc~ro d isi~a~chi s c~cn t , ~ ncw 3cnnto r 

fror;: Lar yl,.nd , rinJ. thG l Gu.dcr sh i p of the l-5arylb.nd L(Yisl,~ turc . 

In s ~_, i te of the Christr,.as season , Corr:-an r m.2incd a t his K 

I , t J..,D.rr:ocr - , Gorn:.::.n, pp . Jl+5- 31+6 . 
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Street hon.c in Washin 6ton ,-:-.nd co1:.ductecl r::ee t i r_g s thGre . On 

Jecer~er 14, 1S03 , he ~ct with his chief licuteno.nt , l~rrey 

Vo.ndi ver , the state treasurer and head of the Dcuoc rc: tic Stat e 

Ccr~tro.l Coui ittee , 2nd J ohn Pr ent icG Poe , the le ::;al couns e l 

fo1' the Central Cour:i t tGe and Dean of the Faculty of the 

Unive rs i ty of Mar yland LErw School . Gorn:an sue cc sted the r;en­

erc.l rec1uirerrGnts for t he 2.rr.endr:1cnt to Poe 2.nd co1.nissionod 

2 
the lm1yer to draw it up . The Scnc.t~n· insisted thrt t tltc 

arr-en ·t:.,Gnt cor::;1l y 1.-ri th the Fifteenth :end1. cnt of l,he rn .. ticnci. l 
:, 

Constitution . J He tlevclc!ed ths ~uidclines o.ftcr consultinc 

so~e of his fellow Senators ~rt10 came f~o~ st&tes h~vinc dis-
l.L 

franchised a uortion of the po~_•ula t ion . ' Moreover , he refer-

red to the suc··estions offcrGd by the Vir5inia Constituti nal 

Convm1tion of l S10 l . 5 The pres s s o,.m cave the ar Gncl11snt Poe I s 

r: .. !mc , a l thcu:h Gorr.c,n ckvelo ·, ed r::ost of its essentials . 

The Poe ar..cnrln.cn t bnsic ·0 lly sto. t ed th; t a per son coul d 

q_ual ify to vote if he coul d rec.d a sec t ion oi' the st.tc ' s 

constitution , or in the opinion of tlle voter rcristr · tion offi­

cers , could ~ive a reas onabl e exJlannt i on of theconstitution . 

A vo t er couJ.c'i also vote if he or an 2.nccstor could have voted 

on January 1 , 1L6S· . 

2 
P..rthur P . Gorr:e.n , "J ourn.::-i l " , Dec . 14, J.S03 , Cor! .on 11.SS . 

3 Lamber t, GorL<'.n , p . 3t,.7 . 
L. 
' I bid . 

'-
) John 1:J. ;)anicl , "The 1.-Jork of the Cons ti tuti0nnl Conven-

tion II Record of the Vir~ir.ia Stc:. tc I3o.r Association (Au:-;. 5-7, 
1S02 j , Gorrr:an LSS . 
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On the f irs t Sat~r d y ~fterno0n of 1904, the Dccocratic 

leadcrshi n re t ~t the K Str2c t house Lnd dis c isse~ the Poe 

amcnJr:·cr..t a l o11;::; \•dth oth er l e.:_; isla tivc rr.atters . At this i,:ee t­

i ri:-~ , the.re e:dstcd o. f s elin::; of' 2..c;rem1::nt 1.1ith Semo. tor Gorn'o.n ' s 

scher:cs . 'rhis :·roup i ncluded lar~e - ducl: Governor J ohn Halte r 

S1"1ith, c;:- Governor B . E: . J a c::son, Joshua W. Lile s, I. Freert:an 

Rasin , Victor L. :32.1.~,··llrcm , I/.urro.y Vandiver, ;-_nJ about ten others . 

~Io,revcr , Governor - Elect Edwin Warf i e l r':. c.nr_1 At tor~_cy Goneral­

e1ect 1.Jilliari~ ShephercJ. Br :-,,·,:n J; r c::;cntcd sorLG d issent Hi th t he ir 

11 r::U[;'\•J1.1I0IJ II i dea of' ~J1Ltii ~- :oro crty qu,:-,_ lif'ic .:: t ions into t he dis -

t ~1c l co..dershi I) C.ec i 'led thc::.t no l e '). sla ti ...:n on oystcrr3 wo1.:lcl 

pass in Uw.t ls :·is l a tive :;e~:sion . 0 iJhen tl1Gy fin,::t11y satisfied 

the ir ·uish o.rnl : r cvcr~tec::. an:,r l -:;is l ati0n on the contr ol of 

oy::, tcrs ir. the Che SD.PtJ.::tl·:c B:~y , tl1cy l ost D. f)Ot(_mtia l, powerful 

a lly in U1e R1l tir: ore Sun . From th..: t "Jo i n t on , ·e,1 1e Sun :c.1.ve 

no help tow2rd brine:;in('. the vo t 0rs in lino on t lle Poe ar;:cnc1:r:,ont . 1 

·when the 1 0,· islu t ure r::ct in J·anua. r y l SO~-, thG·t·c ap_pc.rod 

to be little onDo sition to Gorr:.an , the Derr:o c rat ::: , .'..:n cJ. the lJGOJJ l G 

of M.:1.r y lc._-,_nd t s rGJ. ovinr; t he ricr-ro a s n voter . ILnc thclcss , at 

t110.t ,:ioin t, n scrie :::; of c vcr:ts bs ·.::in \•rhiclt evont1.1ally c1c:i.-ca t od. 

t hose 1.Jho advo cc tcd c.Usfr. r.chi s GJ .. ent . Thi s series of eve 1 ts 

leackrshii) . Boca 'SC Gonan ere ·ted t lle .:.u:cmdi•cnt 0.1:c~ at t cr:.:_,tod 

'?The iJaner Drover} to bG one of :.:he r. ost voco.. l Sl,T>portcrs 
OL UlC sir .. ilar rJ.is 1·n:r cllir~Cl, cnt a .,tc1. 'Jt ir 1sri~ . 



to c:::rncv.te it c::cccly ::-.s ;w 1-r:·:;1.'.crl , 1L ncc(Jerl to rcto.in the 

party structure well 1mc1cr his coct:col -~~ir,:.;u· lle,nt the :i.ir:;ht 

In. t1lc l1E tionc.l y:,li tic.:~l <- re:n:1 , r.:.;.or an ' s 

irl."'.bili ty to solic:.i:i:'y 1.:any De: ucrc..t:~c Senator::; a ·ai11st tlle 

25 

c1min ~s Jryan i':::\c t:i.vn of' tl1c :9a.rt:/ . ~.Ji thin o. uce~: aftc..r the 

G.1. :;_ ~s::;ouri , ·.n.11. c::- Sono.tor •m,··_ JcTocr,·ti c I~, t :i. n.::-.1 ~lw.in an , 

J c:..1..c s E . Jones cu!:.ferrcc.'i. in St . Lon is on sto, i~ ,. th~ GoI'I; .n 
n 

' ' - 't <"" -• r ·-i ,- r l.) LOVC, -CO 1.,,lG 1 C...,J. ·.-..,lsC ,i • 

• ' I 1 • 
:L-,l,0 l,JlC.. l'lL · • '.L'llC: 

at a lfavo. l ccrur t of j.1:c:_1.ir y . The : u1.-:iro.l G!.1·~'.co.vorcc.1 to rccoi vc 

1..orc c:;_',_,;_,:;_t 1·or 1.1is o.cti0n a.t the Da t t l e of S['.nt io.::;o Dc.y in the 

S_J.::-.ni::;h-_'lJj:cric.:.r:. ·.1ar . 4,ay-r:.cr ' s a r :·rn. c1.:tr; )l'O V G11. Slt_· cc,sful , 
< 

an: t .. .!c cov.rt ··ave 0chlcy his rocv'·r..i ti0r. . , 

In put-~in 1
• hili ::;elf :into ·Ltc 3er.cr. tcr.:i.c. l r· cc , Isiu0r :.::.~_yncr 

util :1.Zl)cl unprccu:.cntec.~ 1-.---c thocl s . 

8 • • T' 0' J ( ()"' 1 ~ r i_g__g.n , 1.ov . , . / .) , p . • 

9Lar.:b:r t, Go r rc..n , _., . 330 . 
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lx,in· '-- ~Jo~ml o r one . In October 1S 03 , he pur-::ha.sccl .'.:1.J vcrtisiri~ 

;..:!J O.Ce in ·che Bal tiL.ore pc.pers to c.nr-.ource his co.n. _~ir:.c cy . LY! 

2.(i.c7. itJ_on , he stur::pcc.1. tnc st · tc , 2..ttcr- )t ed to c~rur up su~ i!)ort 

in the counties , i..1.nd rc ccivcc7. tlw su n ort of the D~ lti1,orc 

Jun 1 ..,·r+' ,r. r .1·r•o -.1' :-, COl'l'"'l0 '.lC -,..,.1..l•on -o ., .. ,; r r o' J • i·nc'1 r> "sl· ,.. f c:-
• ;.' U. v: ... , - .. .., '- ~<..v . , -k,.)'~-'--' _,l,, •• ·,.c .,u, d ;;;, 

1 0 
Sl1. 1ort . 

J.l2,:;ncr .:c-. .ftcr a rGr. s or:..:'.bJ..y lo:r:. •·: st:!.~u~·~,J..c . Ini tio.lly , (}or1..rm 

he.1 :i.· - ;102-.rtcdly favore d Govcr1.1or John ~,!alter Sr.ith , who;; e t erm 

cndscl in 1 i c:-J anue.ry , .::.s c. Scnntoric.l co..nc:idc:tc . Haryland 

-:::o li ti c c.. l Cl!sto1ri su~·_:c.ted th-t enc Sen~tor corN~ f'ror: the Lns t­

crn Shore . Yet , Seith r c c--:-:J ve d o:9_Josi tion fror . otLcr lee.cl in~· 

Sho:ce Der: oc r· ts who ;j eal ously 0;1_)ose0. hirr. ,_ 1'.-~- covot cc.~ ti-1c sar::o 

o:i.' i'icc •11 Fi1..,,1in~- ' r :i th ur-.abJ c. t o Hir ·-nd Hayner ' s e l ec tion 

(._1i st2<.stei'ul , Gorman shiftec~. su~)}Kr t tc IJcrna rc.1 Co.rtc r , a Dalti­

~?01·0 l a wye r for t he · c1:.nsyl vc.nia Fl.2.ilro:tcl . 12 Th ... ou ~·hol~ t the 

, .1.rt of J.::muary r.nc: into ori.rlr Fcbrl-:.2.ry , the Sun henped 

c,ti t orial abuse on ·cLo sG whoo r)osec1 R2..yncr . AJ.:.os t daily , tho 

Lc'-; isl L'. t ure voted .J.LC1 cuul cl secure no 1:0.jority; frcquc~tly 

the -:Jor·:oc r :::. ts cm:.cuscd c.n: coul 1 r ec.ch ro 2.' rec, ·i:t --o.11 l e.::; is-

At Q r,oliticnlly strc.tcgic i~or:·::nt , I r,s~ c :ta sir.. ' s ci t~r 1clc _·ati011 

J Oib i <l ., TJ-: . 3l:.1-2 . Lc.rl:bcrt cr.:Jj ·c s GGni.nn ' s 11 J \.., u1·nal 11 

\·Tith t he view that Ra sin cvcntua11:i,~ rGccivcJ ,)35 , 000 fro1. rlayncr . 

11
~ ., 1 ~) . 332 , 33i+ . 

330 . 

p . 341 . 
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13 
votecl fo r Rayner , and he won . Th e de ceived Gorna.n lost pre s-

Layner ard Rasin d isplayed o. successful i ndenendenc e :i.'ron: 

the Derr.ocra ts 1 boss . uthers would follow their lead . 

For a tir:e , Gorr, an , Vanc.i ve r , Bau,r;hman c.~ncl o t her Den:o-

cra tic leaders ke:1t a r easonabl y close r ei~n on the Poe amend­

rrcnt ·whilG continuinc to decide its exact fate . In early J anu -

a.ry , they 1"Jenr.i tterl_ tho text of t ne 2i;~endrent t o a rmcar in 
J_Lj-

pr i n t fo r public ex,.iosure . They c1ebri. t ec1 arr:onc then~s e l ve s o.. s 

to the r:.s thocl of i n cor,ro r ati n:~: the arnendn;snt into t he consti­

tution . A consti tutionc:: l conventior oi'fGred the qu iclrnst 

rte ans . However , tl1ey deer;~ed t -::io risky t he plan of calline; a 

constitu t 'd.0112..l conv•ntion . There r es ted a slic-h t chan c e that 

the Rer1ublicans coul d take a majority of conv•~Lti on s eats , and 

state office holders fe--i.red an uncontrollable conver:tion which 

Coul r'l 1 . . t ~. 0 "" . 
15 

- G lJ'. in,., G r.:anJ l :i. l C G s • Cons equently , the Lecislature 

becmr:e the recipient of t lie Poe an:endr, ent . 

After anothei-· de lay , the Poe a1:1cmlr::Gnt \-rent into the ho::1 -

pors of t he two houses . The Sund".y f oJ_lowhi'.; the sottlen.ent 

of t he Senatorial e l ccti~n , a fi~e dev~ste~ ~uch of t he Balti­

EorG bus ines s district , and the Le ~isla ture c n1c r rnetl itself 

with it . As tl1e rui:end11:cnt wer..t into the hO!)IJer s of t he Ler; is­

la turc I s two houses , the relatively sn:a.11 amour:. t 01 dj_alo ,r;ue 

in the General a s seffibl y offered ~i t tls i nd ic ~tion of Luch op-

1:osition ~u t11e arendn.cnt . However , the just pr e v :i.ously in-

i~ I bi d . , p . 31+ 1 . 

J_ 5sm1, Jan . 1 , 1 901.t, p . 1 • 
.. e ricc!:ll, Jan . 1 , 1 9ol1- , p . 4; Sun , Jan . 12 , 1<;,,ot,- , p . l; 

Jan . 13 , ; 9c51+', p . 1 . 
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stalled AttornGy General , William She i,herd Bryan, in a news­

pa po r interview criticized the Poe arrcncht ont . He presented 

ono of' the are:uGents 1:1hich 1:1oultl ha1mt th · ar.0 cndF cnt all the 

uay t o i tr; eventual ,:efea t . Bryan OJ'111o seC:: the lar r•e arrount of 

d . ~ . th d .,_ t · t l- • "f · · 1 16 iscre cionary po1.•rnr _e ar .. en r:on l, gave o re r:; is -r,Ycion or icia s . 

A 1.1ell- d isciplincd L achine coulrl truly control che de s tiny of 

the votGrs P..nd the stnte 11ith tlle 11 prorJe r 11 utilization of such 

p .. rwer . 

A,_.ditional ru.stlin~s of dissent a ppec.red . St2. te Senator 

J ohr.. Gill of K. l tir:_0rc intro luccd an a l ternn. te forr1: of the bill 

which i ncluded pro_ erty qualif'ic·~ tions . ~s:::;cntially, he intro­

duced Attorney Gener.::i.l Bry2.n ' s plan . It i'orced the DGJro cr.:i. ts 

into a caucus, a s Gill sugse sted revisio~s to t h e too drastic 

Poe !Jl an . 17 Behind the scene , Gor!ian and his lieui.:. ~no.nts 

pcr: .. ittecl no chances . In narticular, Lurray Van(l iver rcpresen­

t o(l Gonan ' s iritc rests at Anna ".)olis . At a poir..t when an easy 

compror:.ise or a slir,; llt accor:.r..odat i on would result in 1·r eatcr 

accaptancc of a c.l:i_ sfra.1 c1li ;, er. ent schcr. c , :rec.son :i::·ailecl to pre ­

vail . IIGre , and all thG way to the election of 1S·05 , Gorr::nn 

an~ h is fol1owers re~aincd intransigent . 

Conco1!:itc1nt to t i1s r ar.Guv rinc;s or:. t lle Poe ar.endr.cnt , tho 

r c1.nl~ c:mcl file of t he Lc::: islature followed the ass1.m:ed cUcL tes 

of the c l r..: ctor2. te and p2.ssed Jin: Crow laws . The now laws re ­

flec t 0d t he c::t::::'er.~e ar ti-rJe;-;:ro aLtitudG. However , Gor:. an c."'.nd 

his licutenru ts di s played little concern fur the Jir. Crow l['WS , 

i~§En, Feb . 6 , 1904, P• 10 . 
l~rning Heral d , Feb . 26 , 1904, p . 2 ; Sun, Feb . 26 , l SO~- , 

p . 7 . 

jil 



only thG railroQds 0 -., ;O Secl the . . 10 Jiu Crow legi sl~ t ion . 

'l'hc lo.w forc ed i ntra- st.:: tG stem::. r 2. ilroc1.d s an_-;_ boo.t line s to 

provi(~G sep·_rL,'- te f o..cili tics for t } e Hcsro , nncl thG Ler;islc.turc 

s o t July 1 , 1904 , as t he effective date . 

l uSun , F'ob . 27 , 1S 04 , p . 11 . 



CIIAFTER IV 

TIL LLG 1SLATU.,u PASS LS 1'Ifo PCL Al, '..:.,l.Dl. :;i:;T : L,f 1-LJS lTlvi. Ll· .'irtlr..:.,S 

In Februa ry and March 1904 , the two houses of the Legis­

l ature passed the Poe amendment . They adopted the measure 

rather easily . However , the nucleus of the rea l 01✓ _0osition 

to the amendr::.ent I s beco1-:: ing part of the st , te I s cons ti tuticn 

then be : an to emer ~e . 

Durinc the Le 6islature ' s deliberations on both the Jim 

Crow laws o.nd the Poe ar..endr.·.ent , the Re1rnblicans offered only 

The y r.1acle sorr..e argu.ir:en ts , they presented 

so1,~e arcendr,:ents t o the Poe arr.endr;-:ent , but they o.,;ree " to allow 

the St.'.lte Senate to vote on these changes all at once to save 

tii·. e . In the House of Delegates , they voted on the ar;:endn,ents 
2 

in r 2pid order . Both houses ea sily r ejected all propo sed 

changes to the Poe arr.endrren t . The Re_public::ms failed to fight 

this bill as Light a despar:"te 1~inority which feared possible 

eliiirk.ti0n as a politic ~l party . 

The Poe an'.end: .. ent rsquired rr:ore tin e i'or pas~,ase and evoxed 

a gre ,L ter ar: ount of Qeba te than did t11e Jin: Crow laws • Puch of 

1 Sun , Mar . 3, 1904, p . 2 . 
2
Journal of Proceeding s of the Senate of Maryl and , Januart 

Session , ~ J04 (Annapolis , gd .: Williarr, J . C. Dulaney Co ., l~ 'Oi- ), 
pp . 469- I.j·7b. Al s o , J our nal of Proc e -c d i nn·s of the House of Del­
er'. :... tes of I arylar:d , Janua.ry Session , 1904T Anna · olis : Wil liam J . 
C. Du12ney Co ., 1904), ,p. 821- 230 . The Jour_Il§l_ls do not in-
clude any cieb· tes or views of' the rr.CJrbers of the General As~~e1, bly . 

30 
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the debate took place, not in the Le gislature but in the Balti­

r.-:ore newspapers . Initially, the debate concerned itself with 

tho ox:act form of the amendnent . In an intervimv early in the 

dialocue, Democr ,, tic Senator Thomas H. Robinson sta ted tha t the 

ari1endr..cnt constituted an educational test similar to the one 

the Massachusetts constitution required . As the Senate floor 

l eader, Robinson I s sta tement of policy SUJJposedly c c:..rried wci :::;ht. 

He insisted tha t regardless of the form of the amendment, they 

des i gned it only for the purpose of disfranchisin~ Ne groes . 3 

He thus esta.blished the line of ar2wnent the Democr ,tic lead­

E:rshilJ und SU))Orters of the amsndmcmt hcld throuchout the next 

two yco.rs . Throue;hout the LL,2:ht for l)O.. sso.ge , they continued 

to insist that they intended to disfranchise the Negro only. 

Tho 1905 election defeat reflected tlle voters ' belief in the 

assurances of the Democr~. tic le~dcr s . 

Very slowly and somewhat quietly , the seeds of op no sition 

bc-:.;an to for11:. . StG.te Senator John Gill sub. .ittcd the Bryan 

y., lan 1:1 ich or::i tted the 11 reasonable cxplana tion of a clcrnsc of 

t he Constitution ," from the Poe ar.;cndment . The Senate voted 

it d.01,-m . 
4 

The )arty manaGers continued to feel th2. t no other 

alternative offered equal ci'r'cctiveness; tl1Gy did not allow the 

nembcr s of the Le.::;islc, turc to al t,._;r this inflexible positj on . 

Further, the DeL~ocrc. tic leaders insistc c"i. th.:.. t the r-r::ndi'a thcr 
r. 

clause rsr:ovGd o.ny thrc .:.:. t of white disfranchiseml,nt . J They a lso 

3An10rican, l-1ar . 3, 1S'04 , p . 1+. 
4 
Sun, Har . 3, 1S04, p . 2. 

:5Ibid . , J,:ar . 6, l SOLr , ~--, . 16 . 
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felt that they needGd a procedure to insure their preventinc 

ths lTe .::; ro from voting . In particulo.r they wished to disrro.nchise 

the ITecro IJolit i ciar: who could read and ·,,rrite . 6 Seno.tor nobin­

son told an intervie·wer that the i lliterate \-Thi te • s heritae:e 

of votinc stood the white man in :::ood s t ead ,,rhen he voted . 7 

Prior to the larce vote in favor of the arr.endr.:ent in the 

House of Del e;.:;a tes , the party leaders had bec o1,1G concerned that 

the necessary sixty- one votes 1.~iz:;l1t not rn2.terialize . Sors.e 

.Jm::ocr, __ ts D.~J~ •e red reluctant to vute for the moo.sure . However , 

Speaker George Y. Iwerha.rt , Sta tc Sena tors Thomas ::::!obinson , 

J·osc •h S . 1-'lils n , and Arthur P . Gorr::an , J r ., anu. S to. te •rrcasur­

er Murray Vandi ve1~ scurried about and herded the Den:ocra ts 
I) 

back for the vote . l. They met witll succGss as the r.1cmbers then 

dutifully voted 64- to 27 to present the arr..cndrr..ent to the peo:-i le 

in the Hovccbcr lS,·05 election . 9 The EaryL>.nd Senate 11~ cl also 

voted by rr.o rc tllo.n a three- fifths I majority for the 2..mcnclment •10 

Upon final passaeo in the Le~).sL'.7.t ·r:: , tho first rc2..l op­

posi t:i_on to the o.r.:.ondr,:ont arose . The DoE;0CrE.. tic leadership 

recci vcd tho shucl: of learninG tho. t Govcrr,_or :.:;c1win Warfield 01J ­

posed tlic Poe ar::endr. Gnt . Here be;;an t1ie first i n a se1°i c s of 

setbacl;:::; wldch finally led to cle1. 1~a t . Vcr~r s oon the word 11 lco..k-

cu out 11 th2t GoverYJ.or Warfield did not favor tl1G ar.1cndl~:cnt 2.nd 

6 I bid . 

71bic1 . L:tr . 11 , 1 soL1- , p . 2 . 
0 

VIbicl . 

9Journ2. l of the House of Dele;-;a tes , p . 830 . 
1 o __ J _o __ u_T-"'ri"-_;:....;_,1;.;;..__o.;;;:;f--'t_:c--1e'--'-S'-c_-1_1a_t_e ( 1-ld • ) , p • Li-7 6 • 
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would rr:ost li :::ely veto it •11 Al th. )U[:;h he showed sor::o disap­

~1 roval cluriq; Senator Gori-:-.an ' s early January conference , War­

field gave few h ints of his 1ossible o~position during the 

lir." i teci deb.,., te on ti1G an.endrr.ent . The tone of hi s s peeche s dur­

i n;; the 1 S;O3 c 2.r.c.paien offered little indicatio1:. that he woulcl 

ha ve o.ny qualn:s a bout d isfranchisin z the I;e 6ro . The Governor I s 

relu ct.:mce to t;tli ::.1c the Le gisla turc on the rurendL ent prior to 

its final J assage in6 icates that he desired more t han just the 

passage of a n:o r e equit:-,ble amendment . The Sena t orial f i ght 

1'J'hich Rayner won set bac}, t he Old Gua r cl. or Derr..ocra tic leadership 

com1Josed of Gorrr.an , Ras in, ancl their lieutenants •12 Edwi n War­

f ield tool~ this opportunity to throw off the shackles of the Old 

Guani. . He succeed ed i n di vid i n c the De:r.::ocrc>. ti c party o.r.d fror;; 

that uo i n t on, the op_ osition bee .me i r.c r easingly v oca l conccrn­

i n~~ the Ol c.1 Guard I s pe t p i ece oi' l e c islation . 

I n s::::li t e of his racist can:paign , Warfiolc.. h e lG., in re:ali t r, 

a paterna listic a t i,itude towa rd the l'er;ro . 13 On c e in offic e , 

the Governor r::or e fre Gly eArpressed his rr.o r e accur2 te feeling 

and i n sisted ths.t sor..e r e s ::ior:siblc I..Je croe s should enjoy the priv­

i l GEE of votin[~ . He felt thG proyierticd IJer;ro t o be responsi bl <., . 

Conseql1ccntly , the GovGrnor revcalea. t h .... t he would veto an 

arrcndr.1ent th2.t d i d no t con to.i n a pronGr ty qualifico. tiun . This 

11 r,;orn1· ng 1-Ic r~ ,..-,1..:i , M .... r 15 1 °04 p 1 
• . _ - \_,;_ .u. • ' ,J ' ' • • 

12Toid ., 1'-:ar ., 16 , J.904 , P • 1. 
13An ac c ount of a 1 902 reuni on of c:::-sl~vc s, G. 2.'ld :.,,awin WCt.r­

i 'i c ld ' s corres ri ono.oncc with ex-sla ve Ol i ver Croc well Gilbert 
(arou nd 1 $12 ), - ,t,;dwin Warfield ESS , i n possession of Edwin War­
fiel d III . 
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reve l a tion 11 crea ted consternation i n the Derr:o crc. tic r a.nlrn . 11 

The Democrats t:new of soE:e unfriendliness t oward the rr.easure, 

but they did not suspect a veto . 14 A delegnt i ~n of fourteen 

of the nine t een State Senc.to rs rushed to rr:ect with t he Governor . 

The:,r tried t o i nduce hin: to chant.:;e his rr ind . Rerr:ainin[; true 

to Gor1,.an ' s dictate , they i nsis t ed uJ.on thG ir.cpossibi..Lity of 

alterin~ the Qrnentlrnent. une u n i dentified Senator pr edic ted a 

di visi ~L of t he Derw cratic party , while ano t her fore cc1 st t he 

uefeu t of the Poe ar,.endrnent . 15 Both pr ed icted correctly. The 

Governor r efused to char..ge his st.'.111d . The Senators then cau­

cused and s ent the president of the caucus , Senator Thor:2as H. 

Robinson t o confe r with Governor Warfiel d . Robinson, t oo , had 

16 no success . 

At this juncb1r e , the Le~is l ature concerned itself vith 

the ill-fQted Harr:an Oyster bill . This rr.ea.sure basically pro­

v ided for the mar k i ng and l easine of the oyster beds of the 

Chesapeake Bay to whoever de sired therr: . The pl nn , 1101,efully , 

would r esult i n conserving the Bay ' s oyster bGds end ~rould 

br ine in r e venue ·with ·Hhich t he state could p i oneer its r oad­

buildin~ prosr arn of har d- surfaciL: . As hope for passace of an 

oyster bill decreased. , the influential Daltir::o r e SU:Q increasingl y 

edi toria lized a ~ainst the DeL~crR tic leaders ~ilio blocked its 

riasso.ge . The Sm! bec2.11:G convinced t h2 t the Harr'an Oys t er bill 

offered. a panacea to the ·ocd roads difj"icul ty and that a cood 

1L. 4 ·~or ning Heral d , ~ar . 16 , 190 , p . 2 . 
1 5stm , Lar . J 6 , lSOl1-, p . 2 ; Amer ic.::m , 1•ar . 17 , l:,•Ol..1-, IJ • 5. 
16 

Sm1, Lar . 16 , 1 9c)l1- , p . 2 . 
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nart of 1faryland I s economy depended upor~ the li ttlc oyster . 

At that point , sensir..g the Harr.an bill ' s defeat , the anti-Hegro 

Sun reir:oved any sur,!>ort for the Poe amenclr.:ent . The paper 

felt it bGtter " to contj_nno to bea1~ with the evil of the IJegro 

in politics , than to place the welfare of the st~te in the 

hands of a Jarty which shows absolutely no rer_;ard for the in-
17 

terests of the people ." Eventually , the ::..;astern Shore oy-

storn en prsssured t '1e ir 2.sser;-blyren to combine v.'i th the Dem­

ocr~tic p~rty l eadership to protluce a puor substitute bill 

1-1hich the Governor veoted . 

1'he Sun held true to its threat , 2.nd Eurray Vanli ver 

later wrote the _r,opular Judce J a1!10s l1~cSherry to r E: cruest that 

the judce induce the Stm to support the Poe arrendn~cnt . Van­

diver wanted hir:l to convince ovmcr lfal t cr Abell to suppor t the 

measure . He felt th2.t the "undivided supi1or t of the Sun ••• can 

r;, ( ) . . . . .. 18 0 ive .t.. BJ ten thousand 10 , 000 r:.aJority for the Arr.endr .. ent . 

At the sare ti1..e , the Le<~islo.ture ' s l eaclership r aneuverGd 

to solve the dilc~r•a of the Governor I s potential veto of t he 

Poe arr.endH·cn t . Friends of the Gove r nor rcsubn~i tted the Worth­

inr·ton er Bryan pl o.r; of disfrc1.nchiserr.ent which basically in-
19 

eluded 2- pro~)Gr ty qualification . True to form , the pc. rty 

leo.dsrship dicl not allow any alternative to co fclr . Ins t ead , 

the leadership passed the ~ilson clccti0n law to help insure 

17r- · ct 1' l n 1 co4 1 -2L·, •Jar . o , ) , p . • 
18

Lurray Vandiver t o Jarnes tcShcrry, 1-·:ar . 2~ , lS-05, 
l ur1~ay Vand iver LSS . 

10 
/ .American, l~ar . 25, 1S04, p . 7. ; 1~orninr Herald , 1-:ar . 25 , 

1 S'04 , p . 2 . 

,, 
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ti10 c.Lectvro. to ' s votL1r for ths Poe m enc.1.:ent . This scl10r: c re­

r~0vGc1 tlle ~12,rty nc:i.1.es froL tllc br..ll.ots in eleven counties in 

the state, i1 rii-:arily those on the ~~astern Shore £>Ld in southe r n 

1 !arylo.nC::. . 20 

ernor o.nc1. the Dernvcrc.tic leo.c.h,rship of the LG.";isl,' ture . Corman 

an,1. his foll.ouor·s c1cc i r:.orl t het tl1c Governor nsGc1 not si··ri the 

bill . Tho three- fifths ' r..o.··ority in both houses anu t110 i v ­

]:,enJ.ir:~; vote by the clect0r1. te i:o.c:.e 1 is si 0·n,.-t~urc nnnccc ssary . 

Accc.:.Jtinc this vie ·r , the lo .~ isl:-1 tors lB.ssed ;::,_ resolutivn to 

deliver the ar::endri:cnt to the cnsto<l~• of the Clerk of the Court 

of Appec,ls . 21 

ConteLplat:L::.~: the veto of the Poe a1.~cndri1snt , Governor 

':lo.rfielc..1 wrote a sur:-11.n ticn of l1is o·; ,osi ti ::;n to it . Ho sent 

the r.essn,,-G to the Sta te Sena to in snitc of hi s lost o1J Jortun­

i ty to veto. IIc c~.e clared th~: t the cct:CQ ti ino.l rcquircri:cnt "wns 

~,o.;;ue o.nc.1_ uncertain" and tho.t the f\mdar.-cntal ri ·_;ht of v0 ti1r­

rl.encncled upon tl10 11 rcas0no.blcress of his intcrprctC1.t:i n " on 

tllc , ort of the clcctL,r.. officer . 1-.Jorcover, 1.lo.rficld insisted 

on r'.. pro _iorty qnn1ific tion to "encour['_ ·e thrift , in,lu:::;try , and 

tllc rnc.1::Ln~, of r:u_\ ~ citizc_ s . 11 22 The Senc1.te rci'used to rend the 

20Slm, Lnr . 21+ , l S'·Ol+ , ~. 1 .; LC?rnip•· Herald , l.ar :(: , lS10l+ , 
p . ;: . The conntics ucrc : 82.lvcrt , Cll£~ rles , :iTr•..;(cr~c. , Go.r:::ctt, 
·:c1 t , Prince Geo::.~r ·es , Queen mos , St . L::.rys , S01..~rsct , Talbot , 
anr1

, .force s·~er . 
21

Q • ' ~ 2,,- 1col, 11 0111, 1 .c.r • . 0 , ✓ 'i· , ri • _ • 
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Governor I s r::c s sa.2:e . 
23 In 1:Jashin':ton, Sena. tor Gorn.an 1;10.inta.in­

cd his stubborr: position . He continued to refu~,G to 2.llow £'.ny 

c..ltcr2i.tion in the structure of thco an:.enclr:ent . 

At this ::-ioint , in the bc~·innin[; of April lS'Ol+ , there cLer;-:cc.l 

a thcr.:e whicl1 would -,revo.i1 tllrour;h the fi,·ht ar·ai:1st the n~ct1 su:ce . 

This thcce out\-12.rdly id.entifed the rn::end1r.cnt ui th ths n:achine or 

rin;-: clcr.:ent of tho De1.~ocr. tic party . An editorial by the 

De1.:.ocr:- tic Sun called it o. 11 proc;rOJJ: of tric:~cry nncl dish .... no1 '.' ;_1nd 

felt th, t the 1,2.rty should o.ban ~on it . 24 

In mic.1 - pril , Governor 1:lo.rficld cUs1,lo.ycd an inconsistency 

in his p1.u~~,osc toward i)rotcctinc; the voter when hs si')1Gc1 the 

':lilson s l oct::i.011 bill to rm:ovc the _12.rt'· no.! .. e fror:: t110 bnllot of 

olsven counties . He also si:~;nec1 t11e oj_ll 2.boli shin;3 ar.,.nuo.l re~: -

.. 2r. istr .tJ.,m • .,, The :JeLocrat ic lc2.dershi~) 1:nnii'cstly h2.c1 ucsi~~ncC:l 

1Joth L'.cn.surcs to hcl,, insure the votc;i,s I ro.tifyin.=; tlle Poe ai encl-

1. cnt . Gori :c.n cin·1. his lieutcno.nts i'elt tiKtt the rG':istr'i tiun 

boc,k1 in the city conto.insd Oi1tiL:un listin~;s of voters; t.i1cy con­

sec1ucntly c1 i cl net uish to clw.nzc thc1,. until 1S 06 . 26 

Balti1. ore I s Rci'orr.; L cc1.['l.C , under Charles J . Bon.'.:'.}),''rtc , sent 

2. (ole~--•tion to lff~·e the Governor to veto the Wilson anc1 rccis­

Yot the r1c l c --.'."' tior;. r,nue no r:cn ti .111 of the 

Poe o.1::cnc.11..cnt . In this insto.ncc , hoFcvcr , ',brficlc1 rc1.c1inccl a 

23 I , -· c1 1 1 c,o i --2.:1:_ . , • pr • , / •. , p • - • 
24 

Ibid ., p . 4 . 
25 

Ibid ., Apr . 11+, 19011- , p . 16 . 

26 Ibic.1 . 
27c112.rlc~; J . Bo:t12.pnrte to 'dillim.1 Kayser , J"pr . 11 , 1s·o11- , 

Libr<1ry of Con::.;rcr•s , 1,'lc .. Shi:1;~ton , Charles J . BonL._,.rto 1:ss , Bo:;: 67 . 



loy~'-1 Dcr::ocr: .t o.rd went a l Jn~ 1:1i th thcsG .:J.rty r::oasu:ces . Therc ­

i'v!'G , GovernoI· ·,10.rfi cld f2.i l e6. to trul:/ functL .. n as a rGo.l ~)ro­

tcctor of c1cLocretcy iL 1:ar yl2.nd . I ns t co.c. , he actor.::. to c:ut1.rantce 

only the ri'~hts of the rr..ore res;:wnsibl e c itizens , both uhi te 

rm,: lrn~:c·o . In addi t i,:-m , he a lso rcvol ted D.'·c.inst Gorr.2.n o.nc1 

f'urthGr c".cr:ons tro.ted h i s i nc,cJcndcncc by :.o..l:i1r- hi~ m-m o.l)~,oint­

r;.cn.ts ,,ri th0ut consul tine the 110. r ty l eo.c.1G r shi • 
28 

This inde ­

~) endc...ncc on the po.rt of tl1G GovoI·no r l ed Eurray Vandiver to 

assure one c1iso.p)ointcd of"fice ::; col~c r th~.t " there ',rill be o.notl10r 

rlc.y ·uhcm 'dC 1.·1ill be able to t'•1:e care of our friends . 11 29 

28
Lar.1bert , Gorr::c1.n , p . Jl+l-~. 

29
i :urray Vaffli vcr to Dr . Harr y • • l-1ej_sncr , .l ril 27 , 1 S01+, 

l.ur:co.y Vanc.i vor LSS . 

if 
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T~~, ~ L ,:TJ.LI uF 1so4-. :.";J ...;c.uBT r1,novAL C1'' T 1 , PO, AI. ,I.DJ .,L T 

The 1 S 04- rG- election of Presir1cr..t Theodore Roosevelt re ­

s1..1-L tcr:1 in a tonin··· cloi:111 of the r:..1ce issue in !10.rylnn.1.l . Senn tor 

before c:~nd as the resuJ_t of Ro-.,sevelt I s election. Tho I nry­

lo.nd :1G:!)l1.blicc.n::; received enc-.1urnr;G1::.ent froL the Prosi,lcnt I s 

~,arti2l victory in L:trylE'.nd . Fol..Lowinz the elGctior. , ·chc D01:1.­

ocr2 ts ~-ave tlle Poe a.r:endL cnt a su_i osec1 ir e1.rti2l court te :Jt 

an~ cet with nucccss . 

In 1:a:/ 190Lf-, both 1x1.rties held st tc Joli tic2.l convcm­

tiJns 1.rhic:i1 r-::flccted. sli~:htly on the f.~te o:!.' t:i1c Poe m ern1-

mcnt . Thoy L ct ·co ~;elect dele'--, t es tc go to thG nnticn.:i. l 

co.nvcrt:i. Jl1S . Tho Ropublico.n no. tiu::sal convc-r:i.ti....,n 1. ct in J1..m ::: ; 

tlL !:Ury 1onr1 st.:.-cc convcntj_vn r.:ot jn l.2.y . At tllc R'3publico.n 

s t:-.te convonticn , L'll.:c - DucJ~ Scnr:-.t..)r Lsuis ...., . LcCur.D.s w1~ tc t:10 

ths continu.:i.ti -ri of tricl: bnll-.1t lo.us , ~ncl th~ clc.ssii'ic ci,..;n 

of _-,orti0ns or Lc.rylr'.nd o.s i)lc·.cL b~lt o.ro;-,.s . I orcovcr , 11Christ­

i2n scL t:Li '..-nt II cmc1 t?1c _\c ubliccm party would prGVE.1 t such 

" i 2 oral , 1..m1".trictic ••• cv2sions 11 of the fcc'1.cro..l Constitution 
~,. .l-'1c Po- ...,I ~1- r0 c•--'- 1 
< ~ v l,1. L u .... C 11 

.1- •• - .1..l l, • 

L;xcc~Yc :[\,1r bri--:i' outb.1. G,'l~.s T,rhich sor._c r1cJj_l t:i.c".1 events 

39 



in their or ·c.nizecl o~i:Josi ti un to the PoG ar:-:en<..11.1cmt . They 

\!c,i t8cl rn1til t1.10 s1.m1mer of 1 S'05 and then devote~- their full 

C.i.Kr:_::ics to o_ > ,o sin~; tllo GJ,:enclr.·cnt . Even the r0forr:1 inclineL~ 

C}K,rles J . Bonaparte showed but scetnt concern Hi th the c:tr.:encl­

i·:ont . Later , when he did start op})Osinr.- the scheirc , DonaDur te 

four:}1t it fro!: the no int of VlG,:r of rts \-JTOn[)1.G :J S in prin-

ciplo rc:i. tl1er tho.n on the be.sis of its potential cletr i.1.:cntc:i.l 

The s1...1bsequcnt !)cr.:ocr.'.' t ic st2.tc ccnvoL tL·n l,. tcr th::·. t 

j~unt1.1 continued to accentua tc t he uidc..nu:.c S) ll t in its rw.nks . 

GorL·::i.n rem the convonti .... n; he left no c.101.. bt of his domino.tion 

over the majority of his :·1.:-1.rty in the stc.te . In fo.ct , the 

st: tc I s Der. ocr · tic G-ove1·nor , ~ciuin 1. lo.rfield , -'.:'.ncl DeL ocr.~ tic 

Scno.tor-clect , Is:LCur nayner , clid not even ;_-,_ttenc •. I:orcover , 

o.J. co.11vc!,.ti .n-- ,::1.11 rumsu2.l circv.n1.st.:--.1:.ce tJ1.::.t the s":·tc ' s r.ovcr-

nor slloul -;_ not n t ter.-i ns c-. )~ rt:r 1 .clc · tc ~ ~ro,.-rever , Gor1. nn i'el t 

t :1e nee~ to ,Junish tlle tuo a.ml ·,-r,1cn ho s ::-•oJ~c o. t t11c convention 

he 1.1.c1.clc onl~r 118~"c.1.tive l.''3!1tL,n of t:w Governor c.n __ no 1.':.l1t:L.:..n 
2 

0::. ~-I~:.ynsr . Tlic snubs scrvec1. to uir1en the split in tl te n.::i.r ty . 

In ~pi.·cc of the E..J.rylor:.'. Der:ocr~.tic rc':ular s I ho .Je s of 

cnc~orsinc Gor1..nn for Pre ~~ic.lc·-::. c, t12e bc,or,; ho.d G.iScl nee.rec: . I t 

ci.L~cc~ b:: the fiasco of R,ync.r I s clcctj __ n cmc1 ·.:c.1,_ :Lcl: 1 s ,x 1 t 

.L r::.ir tl1c control . In a(:liti ,n , 

-----· ------
2 

1-:o:rnir.c Herald , L::ty 27 , 1S104 , p . 1 . ----
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'l'rc,.. t:r difficl:J ty an,.1 his L:cr:tificc:. ti .Jn as a southern c~.nc.Ud-

~- to hurt Gorr.:an . Loroovcr, the Cena t0r dici not c."i.cc l c.rc any 

i:.1tcntions . Por lla_, s , he 2.uo.i tc 1 , dr,.f t or fores-:; •r the Dcr.o-

;-,_rty 

lcr'.'~:.::r le ::;;cncc.1. , the 07F)ortuni t, - for voter a.ccc;1t2.ncc of the 

· u.:: .:tJ cnc.kcat ,.1ir.-:inisl1Gd . In JuJ. y , when the G1tior.C'.l convcn-

th(:, 1:0~_:ir..ce c.,ic.1 n ot crJicucc Scr;.ator G0 r1.,o.n ' s T>rcsti~;c i11 Le,.ry-

Dy i'o.11 , the 1<;,01~ electL:,n co.r'. •a.i :·n in J:arylo.r.d bec~--.1:c 

the l S03 cm.:pai cn wc.rr.:c c.1 over . '.I.'hc Jar.~ocrC1. cy ar-c.in :)i1mcc.l 

its ho ,c o:;:-· ~;ucccss on tl1c rc.ce issue; f u rti1cr , it 110 ,eel this 

success u o1.:lr:-C ccrry over to the 1 90 5 elccti.:m , when tl1c populace 

wa s t,.__. 
Y· 

vote on ·Uw Poe ar:cnclr.:cnt . In early Se,)tc1..bcr , I.;; .,1.·--

)')Olice justice \ lilliar.1 J . "Kin:::; Bill " Go..rlo.r1d , 2. 1)C ~tJ uard 

lc2.G.cr , be ·2.11 r2.n tir-r~ his r".cist s _,cccho s , cur-: ·,J.ctc uith stcr­

c-: ti cor.. s . ·e·~cllc s sho,.1i 1r Tllco ~ore :~o scvcl t lco.C.ir:.r• co1crcc.1 

tro :·is l() San Juan IIilJ . 5 Sen0. t or ~o..~~ncr t ol d c. r)oli tical ralJ.y 

thr.t the 1:,.ti< n '\•Jvt~lcl never l e t the P:!:'csiclcnt force s oc:i..'.'.l o.nd 
,,. 

"' I (.) 

Doli ticet l cqualit:7 U ,)on i ·c . 

of ar:ti- T.cr;ro fccl:i.n.r::- in the st;-, tc . '.!.'hey brc>1rht i.orth ..:o..rolina ' s 

3 Larbcrt , Co rr cm , P • 313 . 

4- . " t 1 n 
1· ;.C rlCD..!"'7-1_ u Gp • U, 

r' 
Jsun Sc,_Jt . 2 , 1S04, p . 12 . __ , 
6 r, . 1 

__£_~!;_ -' Oct . 5, 1 S04 , n . 12 . 

lJ_; 1Jtu~ , Sc t . l l cot, . , / .- , ~') . 
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Governor Charles B. Aycock to Baltimore, and he told a che ering 

pre- electi on audience hrn.-1 disfranchiserr.ent had i :'.::.proved racial 

conditions in his sto.te . He repeated the tired argurr.ent thnt 

ths lTezro benefited by d isfranchiserr:ent . His fr equent use of 

the worcl "nigger " in his speech 11made a big hit with the crowd
1
~
7 

T'.ne election gave an indica tion of the Poe amendrr:ent ' s 

future fate . This time , the D,:nr.ocra ts did not ride overwhelm­

ingly to victory on the race issue . Instead , the election 

di vie.led the Cone ressional se8. ts equally be tween the two p2. rties . 

lioreover , one Roosevelt elector t o the Electoral ColleEe Dona-, 

parte 
I 

r e c e ived rr:ore votes than any other elector which su~;s0 e st­

ed a Roosevelt v i ctory . However , the st , te ' s corass of election 

laws allowed the voter to rr.arl: either the ballot for each in­

d ividual elector , or the bloc~ by the Presidential candidates ' 

nan:e . The Democr~1 tic electors received the next s even places . 

Bonaparte received 109 , 1+97 votes and the leading Derr:ocr~tic 

elector , forme r Governor Frank Brown , received 109 , l:-1t6 votes . 

The other ~emocr, tic electors received votes in the 107 , 000 

range and the Republican e l ectors in the 106 , 000 range . 8 This 

s plit resulted from a series of rr.anipulations such as having no 

party clesi r:;na t ions in s ome c ounties and the plac inz of the Re ­

publican electors in the L~ddle of the ballot . On most bQllots , 

Jud,"e Al ton B. Pa rler and the slate of Derr:ocr~ tic electors 

7 I bid ., Nov . 6 , 1904-, p . 16 . 

811 0fficial Tabulation of 0lectoral Vote , Sta te of l•;arylanJ, " 
fron: the Governor ' s off ice , Dec . 6 , lS,Ol+ , Bonaparte l :S;J , Box lS-• 5 . 



appeared on the uppe r left-h?.nd corner . 9 

The thorough victory of Roosevelt resulted in a le s sening 

of ant i - Necro ·wri tin~s in the sec tor of the Baltimore press 

which in .iul ,sed in the practice . This in turn, helped diminish 

the impact of the race issue on t he public rr.. i nd , althouch 

ro..cial prejudice did not lessen gre· .. tly. Instead, the Roose­

velt victory toned do,m the tendency arousin2 racial ho.treds , 

except on the par t of the Democratic politic i ans . 

The voters d id not , in 1~04, seerr.. to cive an unqualified 

endorser::en t to the Den~ocra tic leadership which sponsored the 

Poe amendment . At l east , the journalists and the Re publicans 

rr.ade this interpreta tion . The closeness of the el ection fur­

ther hurt Senator Gorn:an ' s prestige •10 Nonetheless , Gorman 

and his lieutenants continued to mo. intain an i nfl exible stand 

on the amendment . They would not chance it . 

The electi on heartened the Republicans . Prior to the elec­

tion, few Re1mblicans hoped for a very good showinc . 11 At 

one point just a week before election day, they even cancelled 

a planned political rally , apl)arently because it l a cked su_pport 

12 and speakers. Then too , the i rrITcnse 1903 De~oc r atic victory 

based on the rac e issue , r smained prGvalent in Republican 

thou ~ht . Reuublicans accepted the f eet tha t considerable rac­

ial prejudice exis ted in I:aryl nd . Yet , the 1904 el ection 

91,ews , l'Jov. 2 , 1$-04, p . 2 . 

lOibid ., Fov . 9 , 1904, p . 14. 
11sun, Nov . 10, 1904 , p . 12 . 
12Evenine Herald (BaltiEore), Oct . 31, 1S04 , p . 12 . 
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inci ic2. tcd t lw. t in the border stc te of Maryland , a fe a r of the 

He i~ ro bugaboo did not don:inate the voter . 

Enc our2 -; ed , the Republicans sorr;ewha t qui etl y and both in­

tentional ly and unintentionally be.can a series of step s to 

u1.:- l ec1. t the Poe amendment . During the 1904 e l ection , t he c ol or­

f'u l , r e :i.·orm- ori ent ed , prominent BaltiHiore lawyer , Cha rles J . 

Bona parte , gQve Roo sevelt a considerable amount of verba l sup­

port . A mild friend ship had existed bs tween the two men , a s 

Bonaparte had served t he Presid ent on investi ~e tions i nto both 

postal and Ind i an a ffa irs . Howeve r , the lawyer had never held 

a public e l ective office, and he h2.d preferred the respcctabil­

i ty of being a rBformer , displ ayi ng little interest i n the 

rouch - and-tun bl G o f ward poli t ics . Bonaparte showed little 

resp ect for the pr ofessional politician and delighted in play­

ing satirically with t he title "honorable " when he referred to 

such Ecn as Congres smen Wachter and lfudd . 13 

As Bonaparte carried the Roosevelt banne r in Jviaryland , the 

President cheered hin: on , and dev~loped a small political d0bt~4 

The two men shared a corr.muni ty of interest, a s t11e President 

found irri t 2. tion in the shenanigans of the Baltimore Den:ocr:" tic 

political ring and its ability to remove s even electoral votes 

from tho Republican fo l d . 15 

1 3charle s J . Bonaparte to Cha rles M. Howard , Se cre t a ry of 
t h e Reforr:: League , Oct . 14, 1 904 , Bonaparte l-JSS , Box 160 . 1:IGre , 
Bonaparte r e ferr ed to Frank c. Wacht e r as " t hat erdnent stc te sman !' 

14Theodore Roosevelt to Charles J . Bonaparte, Se : t . 27, 
1904, Bonaparte !~S, Box 68 . 

1 5TheCldore Roosev.sl t t o Charles J . Bonapar t e , Nov . 24 , 
l S, Ol.1- , Bonaparte I<'.SS, Box 68 . 



Therefore, rr.uch t o the consternation of the:: ~)arty regulars, 

thG Presiden t i nc reasingly turned to Bonaparte for Republican 

counsel in reference to Haryl.::md . A f ew days after Chr istmas, 

he evokeC. n:uch ~-nashing of tee t h within Republican ra.nl~s by 

selc ctir_g 1.-I. Hall Harris, a d is tant cousin by r..a rriage of Bona­

parte , a s the Baltir:.:ore postrr:nster . By act i n g upon Bonaparte I s 

rccor:.r.:cnda ticn , Roosevelt, in effect, be e;an t o ease the n:antle 

of party leadership onto Bonaparte ' s shoulders . In givin .s t he 

mos t des ira ble f ede r a l :position in the sta te to Harris , Roo s e ­

v elt i cnored the entreaties of the party reeulars . Cons equent l y , 

tho l ead .:..r·shi :p of the fi ::_: h t a gainst the Poe amendment f e ll into 

the hancJ.s of a rr:a.n who f ou:3ht for more than just retainin,: a 

number of He gro voters on th 1.:: Re:•ublican side of the res ister , 

but rather , believed i n the N.egro ' s right to vote . Simultane ­

ously, the pre ss dangled the possibility of a Federal judg e -

ship in front of l ar~e - duck Sena tor Lewis :Mcc omas . IIc l ate r 

recci ved t his pl m: and toot h i n:self out of the Republican poli­

tics to a c onsiderable extent . This removal l eft better op­

portlu1i t y of effective l eadershi~ to Bonaparte . 

Also following the 1904 s l ection , in an unusua l □ove , t he 

Republicans dec i ded to koep the ir campaign headquarters open . 

They did so for the expre s sed purpose of f i ghting against the 

16 
Poe amendment. None the l es s, it would take a bout seven 11onths 

be fore t hey r eally ent ered the figh t with vieor . The Republican 

pres s , howe ver , did be e in to mol d anti-disfra.nchisen::cnt thou ,c_; ht . 

1''ollowinz the e l ection , the Republican American and the allei::; -

16News , Nov . 18, 1S04, P • 16 . 
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edly, inc.";_cr,cndcnt :Jeffocra ti c News be r an dGno1.mcing the o.ir.end­

~cnt o.lr!1o st irnr~ediately. Bonaparte spol:e of being able to 

control the News on the an:endw.Gnt despite its label as an in­

dependent Democratic paper . 1~ 

At the sar.1e time, the Democrats approached their fi _;ht 

:for voter ratification of the amendment by continuine; the ir 

i n- fi~;htins . On November 22 , Gorman ' s chief l ieutenant , Nurray 

Vandiver, wrote Warfiel d. and informed the Governor tha t he would 

effGct lec;al proceedings to force the Governor to TJUblish the 

Poe amentlrrent in papers throughout the sta te for three months 

prior to the election. Vandiver requested a "final judicial 

dec ision , without delay . 1118 

1'he Gorrr..an faction gave the case considerable amount of 

fanfare . They submitted for publication lett0rs sent to and 

received fron: the Governor . They insisted tha t a favorable 

ruling by the court would de!Y'onstra te the l ecality of the Poe 

amendnGnt itself •19 Moreover , each side brou:·ht out its champ­

ion o.s Attorney General Bryan represented the Governor and John 

P . Poe, the Democr· tic re gulars . 

The tuo sides proc eeded to indulge in legnl hair-splitting 

ovGr whe the r or not the sta te constj_tution require L1 the Governor 

to sign an ar.:enclmcmt . The Circuit Cour t soon ruled in favor of 

1-Curra.y Vand j_ver , and the At t orney General appeal ed to tho Court 

17c . J . Bonapar t e to Dr . Bernard Steiner , head of Enoch 
Pratt Libra r y in Bal tirrore , Oct . 27 , 1 / 05 , Bonaparte l~S, Bex 175 . 

181.~urray Vandiver to Edwin Warfield , Nov . 22 , 1 904 , Copy 
in Gorman LSS . 

J 9sun, I~ov . 16 , 1 90~- , p . 12 . 



of Appeo.l s . In J.a t e March 1905 , t he Court of Appeals, with all 

e i gh t juclce s si·c tint: , unanj_rr:ously concurred . They decided t hat 

the Poe art.endmcnt and Good Road s arrendrrent mu s t be pl aced on 

tho Nover:ibGr ba.llot , tha t t he Governor coul d not veto the amend­

men t s, and t ha t he must publish them prior to t he election . 20 

The Good Roo.ds arr:end111ent would have allowed t he sta t e to a i d 

i n the cons t ruction of ha r d surf~ce roads . 

With the i r dec ision , the Court of Appeals established a 

pr eceden t of the Governor ' s not needi ng to s i gn amcndn:ents . 

Two clays l a t er , t he pl a i n tiff , J,Jurray Vandiver , ·wro t e his 

fr i end , t he Chief J udge , Jame s McSherry , and congr a tula t ed him 

fo r his court ' s "gr eat opinion . 11 21 Lat er, Bonaparte fur the r 

inc1 i c .:·. t ecl the flavor of the Court t o Congr e ssr.i,an i-:udd , when he 

quo t ed Balt in:or e ' s Distr i c t Attorney John c. Rose t hc t t here 

exi s t ed "no hope of a f avor able decision from the present Court 

of Appeal s ." Ros e r eferr ed t o a possible court t es t of the 
22 

Hilson el ec tion l aw. 

20 
Ibid , Mar . 2l+, 1 90 5, P • 1 . 

21 
Murra y Vandiver t o J a.n:es 1-1cSherr y , 1:ar . 25 , 1905, Van-

di vGr l•:SS . 

22 Charl e s J . Bonapar t e t o Sydney ·'-' • Ludd , Oc t . 3, 190 5. 
Bonanarte iss , Box 174 . 



CHAf Tl.,R VI 

THE 1S'05 .1..1Ld ::TIOL ::::ALt-AIGD 13 GILS V...,RY ~ARLY 

As early as the l a t e spring of 1905 , the two side s opened 

their cnr.1pai gn to de c ide the issue of the Poe arr.endrent. In 

pnrticular, by t he sw1:msr , groups who opposed the arr:endment 

ste t,ped up t he ir activities . The Republicans recognized Bona­

parte as the i r l eader, and he effectivel y or~anized tho Rdpub­

licans and brought a consolidc tion among non-Republican 

or ~anizn t ions . The e roups started rallying the votors agai nst 

the arr..cndn:cnt early ci.ncl rr.2 de e ffec tive i nr oads among the lar.:;e 

f oreign co.muni ty . 

Throu gh its extremely early start anG be cause of the i n­

flc.r:.ma tory Poe an.endrr:ent issue, t he 1S05 election carq1a i gn 

bccan:c one of the ne st severel y f ou e;h t i n the st~· te and r ece ived 

national attention . In an editorial , the Sun called the im­

pend i ng amendrr:ent the rr.ost important political que s tion for the 

vote r s t o decide on since t he adoption of the constitution of 

1867 . 1 A portion of the Baltimore pr ess continued to steadily 

remi nd the rendi ng public of the potentia l for injustice t hot 

t he amendn:cm t offGr ed . Peopl e be c;an formi nc ort aniza t ions to 

fi 6ht the arr.endment . In February , a gr oup of Bal t i mor e l awyers 

or ::;anizod the Lunicipal League of Baltimor e . 2 In r eality , t hi s 

1sun, Mar . 24, 1905, p . 4. 
2 Ibid . , Feb . 16 , 1905, p . 12. 
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eroup p l a ye d a very minor role in defea ting the an::endment. 

Yet, it repr e sented the first of n-.any groups which forwed to 

fi ~h t the di sfrcnchisement bill . Soon , other organiza tions 

a ppeare d , such as t he :Den:ocr2- tic Anti- Poe .Amondn:• n t Associ­

ation, and sir::ilar sn:a l ler groups--often of fo r e i gn back­

c round--followed . 

The ba ttle lines f0 r n1Gcl e ~:rly in the campa i e1:. . The Mar y­

l a nd Der:ocr~tic 1~di t ors ' Associa t ion me t to obtain inforrr..a tion 

on the a n: cLdn:ent in ord e r th2. t they mi ght bet t er wr j_te ar ticles 

a c vocatine its passage . The editors heartily endorsed r a t ifi ­

c2tion of t he !Te .:1sur e . 3 The threat o f the De .ocratic oreaniz.:1-

tion ' s ren ovin6 both sta te and pa rty advsrtising from their 

newsp2pers d i d no t enhanc e or enc our age t oo much independent 

thou.,-_:ht. Murray Vandive r ' s position as Sta te Trea sure r earned 

him a plac e on the po,-!e r ful Board of Public Horks . Th is sr.1.all 

grou_p cons is tee~. of the Governor , the Trea surer , an6. t he Corr.p­

t r oller of the sta te . It served a s the purcha sing a e; er::.c y for 

the stCt te . Vandive r thus !' ossessecl t he dual rol e of rrani pul.:1-

tirn; and controllinc both t he sta t e and the Derr·ocra tic party ' s 

adverti s i n.g . 4 This son:e 1.Ih,~ t l a r ,'." e expenditure could a i d in 

keep i n g o. newspaper such ~· s the Sun frorr. ,"'. i vin.:_; too mu.ch 011_1osi­

tion to the Poe amendrren t . Ccnsequcntly, t he Sun hc vc only 

d i ~n i f ied oppositi~n and received t he rrost advertisin3 s pace 

of all t he Balti rr_ore newspapers . In the weeks pre c .---edin6 the 

e l e ction, the Sun aln:ost fi l led t ho first two pa;;es wi th adver-

3 I bid . , Apr . 5, 1 S·O 5, p . 12 . 

Li--Eurra y VDn d iver to Os\l.i.l l1 Til 13h1r.nn , Secretary of State 
0-aryland ) , Sep t . 6, l <;,104 , Vandiver 1-~SS . 
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tisec"i. arzu!T!ent f rorr. both sides . By comparsion , the Hews, 

which a 1)pa rently possessed a. l arge circula t i on , gained or ac­

cepted rr.uc h l es s a dvertisinG Syac e on the issue . 

In 1-ay 1 <;0 5 , the Reforr:: League , an i n:~)or t "_nt ~roup on the 

othe:c sic",G of the strucGle , h el d its annual n:oeting . The hie r ­

archy of thj_s oreaniza tion general ly r eflected Charle s J . Bona ­

-OD.rte I s dorr.ination and the philosophy of the Republican :-i2.rty . 

Bonaparte h&d infl uenced its lead~rship mor e than any other in­

d ividual . 5 Moreover , a t tha t po i n t , the r eform in which it 1)C -

c .:JJTie :rr:o st interested proved to be the Poe ar.:endment . 

Consequently , at its annual meetinG , the Reform Lea6ue 

issued a sixteen page r e~')ort citing the wrongs and injustices 

the Poe ai;:endn:ent conta i ned . The Le ar,ue ,res ente,i li t tle nGw 

r:2. t EC-1° i a l; go i nc bacl~ to Governor Warfield ' s veto thr e.s. t in 

1.;ar ch 1 90L1- , others ha.cl stc.ted rI:ost of the League ' s views . In 

essence , the Reforr1: Lea gue considered the Poe ar::enclr.-:ent uncler:.­

oc r tic , th& t it t hreate2.1ed those of 11 fore j_ gn birth or parent­

ag e ," tha t it ,·ave too rr.uch power to re ~istra. tion ofiic i als wi th 

no safe.3u a.rds or appeal s a e:a i ns t their a r bi trary power , and tha t 

it could po0sibly exclude 118 , 000 ( 6~- , 0 ~l0 of those white ) voter s 

in the st:.: t e . 6 

In the Baltirr:o r G s pring elections of 1 90 5, the Den.ocrats 

scored a strong vic tory . This suc cess hea rted the arr.endrrent ' s 

sup.:_1orters . A Ne gro boycott cave :-rour..d s for further tirade s 

ac;a i ns t the IJer: ro as a voter . 1'':any Negr oe s a pix1rcmtly protested 

5charl c s J . Bonaparte ' s l e tters to Reforn: Lea gue cxecu­
ti ves , 1<.ay 12 , 1 S,03 , BonaI)arte l•SS , Box 1 58 . 

6s@, Apr . 20 , 1 90 5, P • 12 . 
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their inability to receive a ,ro~er sh~re ci city jcbs iro~ 

.L1epublican Eo.yor , :s . Clay Ti::):anus, by stc.yin: away i'ro:rn. the 

!)Olls . In one ward , the adrr:inistre. tion had not hired one sin­

gle l.c 0 -ro , not Gven as a streGt cle.:mer . 7 The refuso.l to vote 

co.used so:rr.e irri t 2. tion on ths part of s01:.e Republicc.ns and 

o:;:·iered er_couro.r~e: .. "'nt to 2. nur. bor of Der..ocr.:i.ts who f2vored thG 

A few ueel~s bei'o r e the usual S!)ring l:'cctin;::; of the Dor.o­

cr-l tic St.::1 to Centrnl Counittee , Gorn.an hel :1 a i::e r tins of the 

or='')_niza tion I s functionaric s at his WD.shin-:ton hone: . This 

~-o.therinc: scrvc,l as another planning session in '.-Ihich Gorn.an 

o.gain develo)ed the procc cJ.u:::.~e s of the .::::entrc.l Cou i ttee ' s con­

ference . Ile continued to c1irec t the a r,.cndr:cnt fi ,. ht . At the 

1: Street h : use , Gorr: .an o.nd those a"i:.tendin: dj_scusscd the op­

posi ti0r, in Da.l ti.r. or e , Rasin ' s 12.ct of cr:thusiasn: , o.nci. t he a :,-
c 

n2rent i'::-.vo r of t lle counties for the Poe ari.end1..ent . / They 2.lso 

1;lar..11.ed t or o. state convc:tion in July , which '.-ronld result i L 

an u .:.-.. usuall;,· lon.:3 c 2.::·_Je. i 2:n . Furthe r , Gorr:an l et it be l:nu\-m 

th~·.t he ,.:ou1,1 contin:u c pe rso:::.nlly to co1.:c.:uct the c : l ! pai n until 

tll-::: clec ti .Jn . 10 In prcvicm s clcc·cior,.s , tl1c Sena.tor r;c r..er.:: lly 

had r cr·a inc,J. in ths ba cJ~~-r .::,u .r/i. , conten t t o e.llow Vandiver t o 

Followin~ this ::-r:er ti1Y , ti1c first of the Der.: ' Cl' .'.'. tic county 

convGn:ci ~.•ns t ook nl a.c e . The Cecil County Der" oc r ;' ts dut ifully 

71' . 1 OlC •, 
r. -
Ui b . , _:_J.:£_.' 
C • 
.,Ibi 1 . 

lay L:- , 1905 , l) • 12 . 

l:ay 11, 190 5, p • 7. 

lOibid ., 1:o.y 14 , 1905 , p . 12 . 
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endorser1 the Poe arr.endn:ent and becarr.e the first of rr:a ny counties 

t o ~1 o so. COL.IT:enting on the convention , the Republican Cecil 

':/hi,·< cla i m.eel that the coun ty dele:;2,tes had no say in the r:·:c..tter 

but ee.cely followed the diet~ tes of the l)arty leadc: rship •11 

As early as May 25 , 1905 , the first of a series of many 

argun:cnts appeared in advertisine; forn: in sorr:e Baltimore 

papers . tterr:p tinc to irritate the form of the Federalist 

Papers, the ·writer sir;ned the argument ui th the pen- name Tocsin . 

He offe red an exar,:])le of the argun:ent:' ti ve gauntlet throuch which 

the an:endrr.ent would run . In this instance , Tocsin atter1.~""\ ted to 

demonstr.::i. te the loeic of votin0 for t he an:endn . .::nt by su e· ·es t-

i n;; tha t t he c,~\uc a ted colored voter could enhance his "power 

and influ t:.. nce " within the colored corr.rnunity . To the indep en­

dent voter, the arr.endment would givo him the Ol)portunity " to 

elcva te and purify our S t ::- te suffrage . 11 Tocsin arcucd th2.t in 

s nite of their belief in white supre .acy , the Der:ocr.2 ts would 

b e II just and even generous to our c olored peo,J le . 11 12 l iany of 

those who partici, ated in this series , d isplayed sirr.ilar locic 

tnr0u s l10ut the entire noisy can:paign . 

The Sun I s Washin ·· ton correspor:dent, Frank A. Richo. r d son, 

chirr.ed in. Al thou :;h r ecently re tired , the forri:er rc ~;ortcr 

atten.p ted to len-· his su1lport to the Poe ar .. endrr.ent by usinc his 

reputa tion . In his political adver tiserr:cnt , he quoted "West-

ern Republican ••• who hoped to see the clay whon the Necro would 

be elir:i nc. t ed from the suffrage in every State " as well a s a 

11cecil Whig (Ell(ton , l-~d .), 1-:ay 5, 1 $05, P • 4- . 
12sun, l,Iay 25 , 1 90 5, P • 1 . 



Washington Re publica n who insisted the nation ' s capital needed 

1 :i 
a Jin: Crow l a w for its stree t car s . .J 

The c.lir e a 1·ance of Tocsin coincided with the n:ee tin[; of the 

Den0cr. tic S t c. te Central Cor:.rr.ittee which Senator Gorn.an attend­

cd- - an unusual happening . The n.eetinc con:pletely belonged to 

the Senator , as " the r oor.-. to which he r etired upon r eaching the 

hotel was the Lecea fo r the othGr l o:.de." s . 11 All present , ex­

c e p t Attorney General ··Jill i an: S . I3ryan , professed to f c1vor the 

11+ 
arr:Gnclr: ent . The Centra l Coru::i ttee corrn: issioned coun ty l eaders 

to s tir up enthusiasm for the amendr::ent in their respective 

cou~ties in orde r to bring the city dissidents ba ck i n to line . 1 ~ 

Throughout the sw.mcr of 1S05 , oppos i tion to the Poe amend­

r!:snt continuccl to buil d . Host of the rising r e sistance came 

f rom those belone; ing to group s which a c t ivel y oppos ed the amend­

rrent , but further s plits be r:an to show wi thin the Derr.o crati c 

organizati~n it se l f . A few count y Democra tic gr ou ps failed to 

enc.lorse pass;:;.r:; e of the arr:endment . 1:ur ray Van ' iver re1Jr ss nted 

t h e pa rty lea c1Grship 1 s irrit:., tiun when he chidecl Con 6res sman 

Thomas A. Smith for allowing 0aroline Coun t y convention to avoid 

endorsin~ the arnendrr.ent . He i n sisted that t he Connr es sman in­

sure tha t those who a tt~nde,J t he st:1 t e convention from his cou .ty 

be i'avoro.bly i 11clined towaru the arr:end.rr.en t •16 Further , the 

failure of Bal timore County ' s DeL ocr .... tic conventi0n to e dorse 

1311?.iQ_., 

lLj-Ib. , ~ -, 
l5Ibid ., 
161-1urra y 

:...1i vCc:r l·lS S . 

J une 22 , 1S0 5, P • 1. 

Nay 26 , 1S0 5, p . 12 . 

fay 28 , 1905 , f • 16 . 

Va nd iver to Thon~a s • Sn:ith, July 2b , 1S05, Van-
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the Poe o..n-cndr.-:• nt C.GI!.onstr2. tGd t~1c Ul:.ccrtainty the pc liticans 

helc, to1•ra1·t_1 its f c .. te . A 1:.u1. b2r o:C Jmi~o cr·· ts s ons e c'1. tla t t oo 

n ~ .. ny votr_rs suspectecl ;:;he potential cane;crs in the aL.end, cnt; 

ti1ey did not ;,1ish to have i ts over\·Jh.s l r:inr: defe2. t serve as an 

a lb2 tross o. r ou.,.'1d their })Clitica l necks . Congrcs sr.:an J . Fred . C . 

Tnlbott , usually a loyal friend 2.nd fo l l o\•re r ol' Gor r::an , h e l d 

the Do.l tir:.ore County " conven tion " i n h is l aw offi ce . The par ­

tici o.nts strac7. l ed the fence an-::1 did not endo r se the ar.~cnc1-

,·.-enJ_ 17 
"- ~ ~ L, • 

Aroun::.~ this tirro i n B2.lt in:ore ci t y , an ever i ncrensinG 

nu:-, bcr of Der::.ocra t s gretJ r::ore a pprehensive of wha. t the voters 

would do to the arcendr.:sn t . In o. state })Ol i ti cal ly don:i na t ed 

by the r u ral a r eas , the city pol i ti cans bec.:rn:e :·. orG a' . .rar e of 

the po tGntial ir.cree.se in ~1owei, t h2t the Poe ar.:Gn::l.Ii'ent could 

a f ford. these are[ s . Loreovc r , be-cause of i ts structure , the 

an.enclr;.cnt coul ·1 thre"'. ten a lr:i.r 0 ·c se :·ircnt uf the forei-_:r'2- vote , 

..:.hu s 1·urthc1 d. i rr. inishing the city ' s :Joli ti cal pouer . 1'hen , t oo , 

i'or the ri--ht price , the city !)Ol i t i cans purcho.sed 1:--any te cro 

a s uel l o.s ·..rhi te votes . Loss of these voters would u:al~e c1isfrm1-

chiseEent a l iability . 

Tho se ac tive l y oxJo s inr; the an-2nclJ ent ::_ .. 0 ve ruch o.ttent i 0n 

to enlj_s tL~s the h Glp of th.__ na turul i zed voters . J olm G;. 

Ser.I .. Gs , 1·1ho wo_ l:cd c l osely wi th Bonar).::.rte as ti t u l ar head of 

the .r ea. orr:1 Leac;ue , insisteC. thD. t they need ct h : lp froL. the 11 i'or­

ei;-;n e l er.. 0 n t 11 in or de r t o defea t the anendi::cnt . 18 As a result , 

17A1~er ic2n , J u l y 11 , 1905 , p . 16 . 
13J ohn _ _, . Serres to Cho..r l c s J . Dona1£:.rtc , June lS , l<;,05 , 

Bon,1 arts LSS , Box 72 . 
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they put Fuch E-f1 ort into this <':Jroach . In early July , the 

I n ,-:pemlGr:t Citizens Union of Laryl and be~an increa sins its 

a ctivities aea i rist the clisi·ranchiser:-.ent rr:ea sure . This newly 

or~anizecl 6r oup r epresented t he ITany forei .;n socia l and poli t­

ical clubs of Ba l tiliiore . l' :ost of these clubs had Gerr::an lan­

i uo.ge narr.es a.nd offered effective outle t s for the Gerrr.an l nn cu.'.l. c:_:e 

circulars which the Union d. istributcd . 19 The Union and other 

group s opposing the rurcndment pl a ced rmch emphasis on the cir­

culars , utilizing them in Lsr r•e nun'bers . The Republican and 

Reforrr: League p eople put forth conside rable effort and exp ense 

to print ther:, in bn6lish as woll as Gerrr.an . They distributed 

thousands at the late sur.-:n:e r county f a irs in the rural a reas 

a nd a lso in the s ocio.listic industrial areas of eas t Baltimore . 20 

The pamplets utilized scare t o.ctics, bluntly informi ng t he no.t­

urilized citizen th~t not only he but a lso his sons stood to 

lose the:Lr ri c;ht to vote . 21 

On June 1, 1905, the White House br ow:;ht another ca talyst 

into the JJOlitical stru6gle by announcing that Bonaparte would 

be t he new Secretary of the Navy . This appointn:cnt solic.tified 

Bonaparte 's position as the ex-off icio leader of the Ear yland 

Re publicans. The new Secretary took chD.r [ e of those whom 

1° . 6 7 .An:.erican , July 11 , 1905 , p . 1 . 

20Dernar u C. SteinGr to Cha rles J. Bonaparte, Oct . 11, 
1 S10 5, Bonapar t e LSS , Box 72 . 

21 -
Sollen i11 Auslo.nd ;,:Q_porene Bur ~;er en trecht wor'1cr ? 

( 11 Parr.phlets on the Amendrr:ent 11l, Enoch Pra tt Free Library , Bal­

tii!~ore . Also , Das I:;ntrc chtun° s .Gndrr:ent, Prur.phlet //4 of the 

I.nde_penden t Citizens Union of :t<aryland , ( 11 Pa:r.-.phle ts on the Poe 

AmenCLrr.er:.t 11
), Enoch Prntt Free Library . 



56 

::::oJ_i...:::. ) i:.'. U:~1i vo ::..·si t.r r resi , ent 1Jichol2. s !'.urray Butler hac'. c e. llec.1 

a "n~1.rrow-1i.ini~-:. cd squabblin2· l o t . 11 22 Bona:I)arte e.f'fecti v<=. ly or­

gani.zccl tho 3-epublicans to Give th<:T: a basic sir:. -; l ene ss of 

pur, ose-- tha t of c1G:l.'e2.tir: ,· the ar..endr::ent . He insisted tha. t 

the party c oncent rat e its efforts on tha t one n:i s sion only , 

r e i'v.sin '" to n llow the Republican carr.pa i r;ner s to di VG rt their 

attenti~n to other issue s . The rcs9ected Stevenson A. Willia~s 

could not rl issuaclc Bona JD.rte f r or:: this sin-··len in1lednc ss when 

hG cx-J rcssod a stron2 des i re to brins the ~ifricult oyste r 

question into the c c:.r.;rJa i .=n . The rlirt- roads fa r 1:~ers f evered 

lo =isl a ti ~n on oysters , ...,-,llilc the LJastern Shore oystcrn:r:n cen­

orall y clid not . The farr. G:r s want ed 2,ccess roa.cls; the oystoru:m 

wanted unrc culatec oyster catchinc . Bonapar t e insisted c:md \•ron 

out on th:: point tho. t the party i ;:nore the o~·stcr issue . 23 In 

e __ ·fcct , Bon;::pnrtc d ic tate,1 the par t y ' s pl atforn, for the 1905 

c2r. n:' i· ,·n 24 
.. . .L - · w • 

3oo s evclt ' s a ppo i ntr. nt of Bon&nnrtG actually c oi ncided 

with his i ·· cre2.s c-1 ei forts to .__1cfe- t the m1~endr. nt . Bonapa r te , 

to Urn :-:epublican S t c: te Centr::1 1 Corm_ittGe r:~eeti1 g on June 7, 

1905 . He ,,-,ouli.."i use ~~his 2. r ,1..11 n t often t i1::.·ou bout t he c::r::pai :-n , 

,-rhs n he vie-wed th<.1 t he , the Rc:mblicans , an' Voltaire held 

22rr icholci.s 1:urray J3utle.c te, Theodore Roosevelt, rJov S, 
1S03, Roo s ovel G l3S , Box 63 . 

23cha rlc s J . Bona.po.rte to Steve 1son A. Williers o..nrJ. others , 
Au ,- . 31, 1905 , Bona!n1rte I.SS , Box 1 62 . 

21+ Charl e s J . Bonaparte to 1Jillian: F . Stone <'.nd others , 
Au.=:. 28 , 1 905 , Bono._,Qrte l/SS , Box 162 . 
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"th:,. t 2 r·o,::,cl citizen need s no zranr..~.f:·:. t her . 11 25 

Donapar te devo ted considerabl e tirre , eff~rt, and voney to 

c:efca tine the Poe o.1:.enc.h1.cn t . In o.clcl i tion to organizinr' the 

1-':o.ryle nc1 nepublicans , he enh£'.nc oc1 the i-)2.r ty' s pre stige and 

res ·o cto.bil ity. His yiosit i on as Secretary of the navy and his 

years of associc tion ':Tith r eforr.ri r,~ovor ents helped . Thus , he 

felt ro obli.r•:.ti in to riarshal l onl y h is Jarty in U1e f i ~h t , 

but he freely enlisted the aid. of n:ost intG:,:es t ed r•roups de ­

vote:.J. to ·the sa:r'o carsc . He liJ:cr..ed it to c:. poll tical crusade; 

whe o r'31evc:x/c , he ir:vnrio.bly Gr·phasized t ho anti-rin~; aspect 

of tho fi --ht . Dre.wins upon his re .. i.'o r rr.i st outlook , Dona~.c.rte 

[:;av e r:ost attention tu the }Joint t hr.t ,:;_efe.::1. t of t he Poe .:ti.en> 

r.1en t rr:ennt a do:fe:c~ t for Gorr....an 2.nd his ring . 

The s rr.etl l ci-· ]10li ti cal 'D.rtj_ e s i e a.r ed f,::,r their v,· ry 0xist­

cr:ce in this can:_L 1e.i .:::;n , an d Bona ie.rte readily enlisteu and 

r eceiv e:::. their sup, o:rt . Tl1rou _-:_; hou t the sur::n~er , Populist 

Dr . Willian: I, . lii l..L worl·:e d '·!i t h Bona11arte to defen t t he di s­

franchisen:ont measu1'0 . Hill represGnt ed third 110.rty le2.dcrship . 

Hi s letterhead crec7 ited h i n uith the 1 90Y- le2.clcrshi;1 of the 

Popul i E.it pcrty in l.a1~y12.nd and a lso i ndica ted th~.t he 2.<voc2.ted 

the sinr·lc tax cause nr:d lJ ror:oter1 it until the i n t r l' ru1Jtion 

of the Poe 2.mGnrk nt :i.'i r•ht . 26 

In the su1 n:e r of 1 90 5, Hill ur;::c l 2.. non-pD.rtisan corr.bi -

n a tion ac;ninst the an~end11.cnt . He sue :cstcd thcJ.t the Rei·mblican 

2 5s1.,m, J·une 8 , J. S,0 5, p . 12 . 

26,,r • l] . __ ,vl . . 1 8.l,. 

Bonc'..1 o.rte 1 SS , 
1. Hill to Char le s J . Bone:. ; ._-:: rt e , Au::; . 2L1. , 1 SO 5, 

Box 70 . 



dominated Reform Le ague and the anti-an:endment Der.:oc r a ts "ought 

t o 6et to ri ether . 11 27 Hill hoped for a strong , well-disciplined 

or:·aniza tion which could sin:ply over whel m t he Den-ocra ts and 

2 ~ 
the c111;endrr.cnt . u He di s played mo r e t han a ri ghteous interest 

·when he ,,rrote tha t " the success of the amendrr.ent puts a ll such 

n.en as myse l f f orever out of any partici Jat i on in politics in 

a peacef v..l way . 11 Hill revea l ed t ha t he fou r.ht fo r his JJOli ti ca l 

life 0.-:hen he st.:>. tecl the poten tia l of the arr.endrr.ent , and the.t 

11nothi n 3 could bud ge the dominant party shor t of revolution of 

2 c ths amendment proc ess . 11 / The desire to di::.1 inish the po·wer of 

Yaryl2.ncl ' s " senior Senator " also encoura,5ed the third party 

groups i n the st .t e . 30 

On September 12 , a t their sta te convention , the Prohibi tion 

party decla r ed its o1Jr1os i t ion to the Poe amendr::en t . The con­

v ention i'el t tha t the amendn.ent would be harrr.ful to the IIe gro 

rnce .::i.nd would l e ssen the ho pe of the Ne gr o ' s economic and so­

cial stc. tus in the future . 31 The sur1•1ort a r-·2.i n st the disfran­

chi serr.ent amendmen t came as o. result of Charl es J . Bonaparte ' s 

behi n d-the-scene effort . He had l e,:1.rned tha t the Prohibitionist s 

leanod towa r d end orserrer:.t of the PoG arr:.endn:cnt . 32 With such an 

27Ibid . 
2<\Jilliam 1T . Hill to Ch8.rle s J . Bona pc.r te , Aug . 24, 1 90 5, 

BoLc..:Ja rto n,s, Box 70 . 
29Ibid . 

30cho.rles J . Bona; a rte to William TT . Hill , July 7, 1905, 
Bonaparte llSS, Box 162 . 

31American , Sept . 13, 1S05 , p . 16 . 

32charles J . Bona 1Jarte t o W. Franlc Tucke r , Sep t . 16 , 1 $0 5 , 
and t o l'l . o. Atwood , Sep t . 18 , l)i05 , Bonaparte LSS , Box 162 . 
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en c."i.o rserr."'nt, the Prohibi ti ~.mists would rrerely r eflect some of 

the thinldnr; of their era , whi ch stereotyped the Ne gro as irre ­

s ponsibl e c, n d unable to conduct hims elf pr operly when undG r the 

i nfluence o f a lcohol . Because of this a t t itude , the Prohi­

bitionists looked for a nd solic i ted little political support 

frorr t h e Ne groes . 

Bonaparte acted quickly to coun ter t he threat of the Pro­

hibitionists ' enclo rsin.g the amendment . He insisted to the 

par t;y lead ership the: t the potent i al c.mdorsement c ;i.rri ec.l con­

siderable wei ?ht . Confessing that he he l d little concern over 

the a ctual political strength of the Prohibi tionists, Bonaparte 

i'ea r cc, tha t t h e ri llte ous [;roup would help rrany fen ce- sit t ing 

Do::ocra ts a n d i .:1dGpcndlrn ts to de c i de in f a vor of the d isfran­

chi scccnt mea sur e . At tha t 9oint , he fel t tha t rr:.any Demo cr2ts 

f: .c ed a cho ice be tween " their strong pr ejudices a .;ainst No ·; r oe s 

and Republicans " and the stra i .;ht ticlrnt vo tir.g l abit , or vot­

inf~ f o r politica l right and dec ency . 33 In dea ling with the Pro­

h i b i tioni s ts, Bon a , a.rte errpha sized the dan ge r of the Democrn tic 

. ' · · 1 · · t d 34 ring S ~a1n 1nr Un l 1•er power . 

In rr:.o st election ye 2rs , late September st~, te conven t i ons 

of' t he two rr.a jor p2.rties r ene rall y si 3nified tJle actua l start 

of a fall ' s political carr.pai e;n . Usually, tho party l e;1de rship 

r e turn ed f r on: thE: ir va c a tiori s bs fore allowing a carr:paign to 

bc corr..e v ery active- -both Gorma n anc.1 Rasin enjoyed .c::oint:; to 

33Ibid . 

34-cha rl e s J . Bona ".'arte to F. C. IIendr i c l: son , Prollib i tion 
par ty cl1airr~.an, AU£~• 22, 190 5, DonapD.rte LSS, Box 162 . 
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Sara to r:;a , i7e\'J York , prio r to 2. car:~,a i 3n ' s or~enin::; . Tho intense 

intGr13st in the Poe ru,endrr:ent , however , force<.l this carcpo. i ; n 

ta bc~in earlier . 

The ::te~~ubl ic-2ns in ~12. rticula r , started er r lior . They held 

prc -corivcnU.cn planninb sessLins in Bonaparte ' s Baltir.:o rc l aw 

oi'..,.'i ce . Such r;·en r:s J ohn D. Hanna , che. irrrnn of the St, .te Cen­

tral Cor:r:ittse , ',Jilliar: F . Stone , Franl~ C. 1:lach ter , Sydney L . 

Ludd , Phil.U. !_,s Lee Gol dsborouc;11 , Lewi s Putzel , and Stevenson A. 

•Jill i ar.:s Le t Hi t h Bone.po.r t e to plan anti- Poe ar.·end:r.:cnt stratGc;y~5 

Hav.:i..n-· O1)t2.ined his federal ·· 1x1--·c s h i p , ex- Senato r Le'.ris .::., . 

1:cC01i:,'"'.~; no longer attendc6 _:;2. rty poli c y ri:eo t in::; s . 'I'hus , a po­

te.:tial sourca of friction no longe r existed . Boneourte decid ­

ed on t he ·,lat iorL to be },resented to t11e sto.te party conv 3ntion . 

!Iis :ssture of sun ~oninc the other Lerrbers represented his i m­

plied i ni tiat i on ~s the party leader . 36 

At their Au •:;v.st st8.tc convention , t he Republicans natu-

ro.J.1}7 den~m~cG .. ~. the PoG c:J:.cndrr, :: nt . To r..G.l:G their pl ecLor11: 1rn1·0 

cio.l cqu;_~lity betwern Noc:!."'OG s o.nd uh i tes encl. favored pro t cc tin0 

uhitc pc0,1lc I"roJ.· the d2..ncer of 1;er:ro doi:im:ti.;n . 37 1•,:my 

Rc:9ublicans 01rcs i '-1.G of Larylancl uid not like this hint of 
:i" 

r· .ci sL: which ,.,,Juld ul tirna tely reflect ir: tl te party ' s co:L'f .r s . _ _;<:., 

------------ ----
35.A.rwricc.n , Au ;_:; . 17 , 190 5 , p . 14·; Sept . 16 , 1905 , r; . 16; 

Sun , Aue; . 18 , 1 S05 , p . 12 . 
361;0-~-rn , AU[; . 17 , J <,0 5, p . 12 . 
"=<7 .., Sun , Sent . 7, 1905 , n . 12 . s- - -3 Che.rlcs J· . Bonaparte to John B. Hanna , Sept . l'i' , J.S105 , 

Dor:n_,2.rte LSS , Do:;~ 162 . 
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IJon e t he l ess , a s t h e minority party, the Re pu blican s r ealized 

that they h a d t o f i e:ht f o r the ir })Oli tica l lives; they d i d no t 

allow such l)rin ci:!:') l e s a s s ocia l equ.a li ty to s t ;md i n t he ir way . 

In s ·,, i te o f bet t e r intentions, the Democrr:. ts 11 f o r r.a lly" 

ente red i n t o t h e campaign late r tha.n the Reriublicans. In 11:ay, 

the y had a nnounced t he ir ·wish t o ho l d an earlie r st ', t e c onven­

tion i n orclGr t o sr.'. i n r:.o r e c an:pai r;n i n e; tin:e . Howe ver, the 

Gorr.:o.n f a ction a lso re quired tha t thos e who a t tended t he sta te 

conve n ti cm rtust su1, port t he Poe arrendr.: cn t . In Bal t i n;o r e , in­

c r e 2 s in[:; n ur. be r s o f ind ividu als f om 1d d isfa vor with t h e a1::end­

n.en t . Th is fee lin g re fl ected on the Demo era tic CQn d i da t e s who 

became 1~io r e and r.r.or e r e luctant t o b2.s e their C8.mpaign on the 

amend1:.ent a lone . 

In '.)ar t i cu l a r , t ho se i ndividuals wi t h f'ore i gn a f fi lia tion s 

felt t hrea ten e c1 by t h e an:endn-.ent, bc c2usc it coul d r ci! uve the ir 

rie ht t o vote . I n 190 5, two n ews pa perrr.en, Paul Winche ste r and 

Fr a n k D . Webb , e sti1 :a ted that 1 0 0 , 000 Ge r man-s pe a l' inf'., peo~o l c 

lived in and 2.r ound Baltin:ore . In ad ,~ i tion , 'chey es t i1112.t ed 

t h c. t 3 5, 000 Po l e s, 28 , o uo Yiddish-s r, e aldnc people, and 20 , 000 
39 

Boh er .. i ans lived i n ~-h i s s arr:e a r e a . lliany of t ho s e of Gerrrnn 

cJ.c r i v :1. tion c ould r eca ll a Gerr:.2.n y whore t he vo t Gr i n e i':t'ecti ve l y 

strt.::r ~:l e d. :Ln e. politica l s y s te1~ ·wh ich de 1)ended u.9on the ccprice 

cf t 11G r1.a:.; t c r po l itician, Otto von Bisnarck . OnG such in.rdgr ant , 

Au ,~us t F . Tra p ·1 e , arrive d i n the Un ited St2.. t c s i n 1880 ; i n ..L ';:05, 

h e: serv ed a s the city ecl i tor o f t he Ge r n:an l a n :::;u ugc nows:;apcr , 

39Pau l Winchc stc r and Fr anlc D. Webb, l e,.;s pa 1;ers and Ncws­
ria9e r Ee.n of 1-;aryl and : 1-'a st and Pre~cnt (Bal tir.ore; Fr ank L . 
Sibley and Co ., 1 90 ?),}:)p . Li-¾--45. 
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Der Jeutsch G Corre s uond ent. 40 Two yec1.rs ea r lier , i n t he 1 903 

electL,, n De r :Jeutsche Correspondent urced it s re£'.der s to vot e 

Der_r;o cra tic 2.nd SUlJ[J Or t t he Derwcro.. ts on the r a c e is su e . l1-l How­

ever, on the eve of the 1 $05 e l e c t i on , t he paner a sked its r ead-

L1-2 
er s t o vo te o.gains t the Poe arr.endn:cnt . None t he l e s s, the paper 

d i C no t do so wi t h a gr e a t deal of v i gor. 43 Althou eh Tr appe 

c ont inut:o c"t to e xpr e ss f riendship for l•iurr a y Vandiver, t he paper 

c ou ld no t f i nd in i t s con s c i ence any cou r se but to o _,i pose t he 

, , l :-l1-
arr. er-.c.lms n c . 

Th e effor ts o f the He .-1u blicans bore t rui t . The y rn, ,cte 

b e t t c r in- r oads i n t o t he f ore i gn cor;n·.unj_ t y , a s Republ ic c:ms 

Bonaparte an,1 Con gressrr.an Fr ank C. 1Jach t e r utilized the fo r e i t;n 

tongue t o be tte r t he ir poli tica l adv.::rnt a ge . The Democrc. ts sim­

p ly approached the fore i gn con~uni t y t oo l ate a nd too i neff e c ­

t ive ly . 

At this point , t he i nfarr.ou s Willia~ 11Ki ng Bill" J . Gar-

1 2.n d f ur t h e r der..ons t r a ted the it:pac l of this fo rei f(L gr oup . In 

t he pr eviuns 1 904 carr:pai gn , J ud r.:; e (police mar; istrc. te ) Garl and 

had serveJ a s one of the D e□ocrats ' most vocife rous l ow- level 

r a cists :n Bal t i n.or e . Ye t, a ye2r l :J.t e r , Ga rln.nd t ook an 1 80 

decr e e t u r n , veherently oppos i n g vote r r a tifica tion of t h e 

4o i b i d ., pp . 75- 76 . 
4 --
1ner Deut s che Cor res 1Jon cl ent (Bal timore ), Oc t . 31 , 1903 , 

p . L1- . ; ITov . 2 , l ';,03 , p . 2 . 

~-2 rbid ., IJov. 6, 1 905 , p . 8 . 

L1-3Ib i d ., Hov . 6 , 1 905 , P • 4. 
l1-l1. 

Aueust TraJ pe to 1,:ur r ay Ve.ndiver , Hov. 16 , l S,0 5 , Van-
d ive r !SS . 
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l+r: arnen clr1.cn t . 7 A political o_r:.iportunist, Garland. cl ispl uyecl no 

qua l n:s ;__-,_ t t hrowi r,r, over the Poe a.11.enclrr.ent in exchanr;e f or f or­

eie;n and J·ewish vo tes in his ward . Ile utilized many Yiddish 

46 poste r s and declared hirr!self a gainst the amenclrr..ent . In the 

Sep t er~ber 1 S,th city prin~ary , "King Bill" be can:e ward executive 

in the third w2r d . His e l ectL:n served as a ba ron.e t e :r of the 

fore i cn cor. .rr.unity ' s d istrust of the potentia l politico.l do.nc;ers 

i n the Poe amendnicn t . 47 

The succe s s of Demo crats , such a s Ga rland , who opposed or 

who r e r..::ained s i l ent on t he Poe amcmd:r.:ent, boded ill f or Gor :r.ian 

and his or1:.;aniza tion . The primary ele ction r e sults brou ght 

Cor rr.an " rus h i n g" to Bal tirr.o r c . 48 From t hen lmtil t l1e eventual 

d~. fe 2. t of the arrendrr..en t , Gorn:an s pent much time in t he city , 

tl irectinc the r i t h t . Followinc t he Sena tor ' s a rriva l, his 

chi ef lj_eu t enant, Vanci i ve r , rel e a sed the structure of t he organ­

iz ·. t i un uf t ne m;·encl1.. cnt cor:r .. it tG e . Gorr.:.an pl a c ed f'o r n:or Gov­

erno r .....;lihu z. J a c kson i n ch2.r r; e of a hi ::i:h- powor ecl col!rc.i ttee 

of l eadi n c : ... nd loya l Derr:ocrnts for t he pu r pose of l eadin:; t he 

fi ~; h t i'or the d i s f r anchiser:rent me c.:. su:re . Fr ::.mk A. Furst cha ired 

the e x c cu t i ve corr..mi ttbe and e x- Governor Fr ank Brown cha.ired the 

:fi nance cor.n.ittc e . 49 Acceptinc t he "honor " of his post , 

::...:lihu L . J a cLson r e pea ted the worn phr a s e th::. t the aJ11endn.ont 

l+ 5Arns rican, Sep t . 16 , 190 5, p . 16 . 
46Evenin g Heral d , Sept . 17 , 1905 , p . 5. 
47rews, Se!) t . 19, 1905, p . 14 . 
, n 

L!-
0 Ibicl ., Se i) t . 20 , 1 905 , P • 1 2 . 

l+9 Ibid . 
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·was not a po l i t ic -.1 ques tion but 11 a s ocial and economic ques-

co tion . " 7 The Republicans then created a sirdla r cot:Ir'.ittc e , 

p l o.cing their pror.:i nent r.:crr:bers on it. John B. Hanna becan:e 

the ex- offic io chairran . The two partie s t hen headed into t he 

final s t ar;es of t he c an:pai gn . 

50sur1, Sept . 21, 1905, p . 12. 
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Following the party conventions, the 1905 c ampaign fur­

ther cle ;:: ener2. t ed into another racial contest, which the Demo­

cro.ts bunr; led. Rayner and o t her leading Derr:ocra ts put forth 

a r, rea t deal of vocal opposition t o the a:t:endrnent , and further 

widened the party ' s split . At the same tir:-:e , the Republicans 

remained s olid i f ied ; moreover, mo st of the newspapers in Dalti­

r!:o r e oppo sed the an:endr.1ent . Desy i te last rrinute e i forts by t he 

Democr at s, the Poe an:end:n:ent suffered a thorough defe,. t at the 

polls. 

After the d elay of waiting f or t he politica l s u bii visions 

to co-i ,,pl e t e the ir conventions , t he Democra ts held their st .te 

convcmtion . Fo t until Septembe r 25, 1905 , did t he f our l egis­

l a t ive u istricts of Baltin·or e ho l d t he ir conventions--the l ast 

of the subd ivisions t o convene . In all of the s e mGetines, 

t he Gorn a n organization insisted upon selection to the sta t e 

c or:vcntion of only those de l •2 gc::1.tes f avorable to the Poe amenJ. -

r~ -- nt 1 Li .LI_; • 

The state convention met , the band played 11Dixie , " ancl the 

conventi on badc e featured aw ite ribbon- -their s yn:bol fo r " t he 

white man ' s pc.rty. 11 Sena t or Gorman s 2cluded hims elf in an ob­

scure theatsr box and generally shepherded the convent ion 's 

1 ~- . S t 2,, 1co5 J-1.u;er ican, e p • o , --) , p . 4; Hews , Sep t . 25, 1905, 
p . 12. 
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,, 
,..,ct;-,i··•· i· c··'"' ,:. 
C::. ...... V V u . It was to be t he l a st convention he n:onipuJ.o. ted . 

Vehci..cr:t ly dcvo tcc1 to t:i.1e c:;.rrendr.1cnt I s dc i e c. t , the I.c~ re-

fcrrcc..1c to tl1c [r'.thcr:LnL as 11 our conten:por 2ry 0.1-cestcr s. 11 As 

ir1 the tuo ·rc co c~_ ir: ~: fa ll elec tions, t he Der ocr.'.:'.ts cJ.,ain yelled 

11 nj_::.: _·er . ,,3 They dcvelcpec. 2. _--,1 2 tfo1~r .. th· l, de1.'cn6cd t he Poe 

arr er.(l.n:cr.t; t hey pl arme c_ o. c mr.pa i :n o:i: i nfo r n.in.:.:; the ·.-.,hi te vot-
4 

ers th··t dl sfranchise1 ent woul d not affect then:. The pl at -

forr stated the need t o "destroy " iJe::;ro suffra ··e ' s "power for 

eviJ. . 11 5 The Gorn:l'.n l eadership r ccur;n.ize<l t he: t the ir hope i n 

car17inc the rircndr::",r.t 11 l ay in ths seclulous cultivJ.t ion of ovcry 

ccrr:: of r e.' ce fcelinr, tha. t exists in the corrn:uni ty and in in-

Followinc the convontiuns , the fortune s of the crcaniza­

ti0n De1.,ocrc1. ts z rew increa sins ly ·wo r se . Their fervors f or pa s ­

s a~~c of the ar..e.r:dr. Gnt hGlp c L1 r Grwvc r a tionc::.li ty ; the Deir.ocra ts 

w.:1stecJ. Luch effort in fi (--h tin.c: t herr.ss lves . Under Gorr.a.n 's in­

sti rro.. ti on , the Cc<.E.pa i ;. ,n cor::.c j_ttce a s ked thG :'.)er.:ocrrtt ic Lceisl ~­

tivc c c:.n-lidc•. tes in Balt ir:orc to t 2.tG a stanc'i. on the an:cndr..cnt . 

Eas t c an d i cle t c s refus ed to 110 so . They sensed the pr e sence of 

anti - c1i s f r anchisGLc."nt sentiL·.cnt in the city. Only t\-10 ··o.v c 

sv,,_riort, o..21rl one of those ha 'Jenec1 to be T. LGe LD.rric,tt , Gor­

rr:an ' s ne:·1hew. 7 The ne:.orr:, Lea,·ue duplica ted ths attei. pt at 

2Evenin,,: Hc 0 a l d , Sep t . 28 , 1S05 p . 12 . 

3rr c · J_ 2 ° 1 co r:::: 14 ~, '-'G p L, • O , / ') , J, • • 
l., 
rsg}_, Sept . 2'7, 1S 0 5, p . 12; Sep t 28 , 1905 , IJ • 7. 

5Ibic.~ ., Se9 t . 29 , 1905 , P • 12 . 
61,· T s -, . 2( 1 co5' 8 ~, e~~. ✓ , ✓ , P • • 
7sUll, Oct. 6 , 1S05 , p . 16 . 
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having tlle c.::mdida tes cormni t therr.sel ves on the amendment and 

Ee t with similar necat ive success f rom t he De~ocrntic candi-
8 

c.1 8 te s. 

When the candidc:. tes r ef'usecl to support the Poe an:endment , 

thG 0ernocr.:., tic State Central Cor:-:n~ittee c ·1lled a me e ting to deal 

uith the situation . Senator Gorman came to conduct the mee ting 
\ 

in person--an unusual circumstance . ✓ At a po i nt of bad timing 

for thcr.: , they removed four ward executives who refused to 

11 concluc t the c ampa i gn a s d irected by the state convention . ulO 

They r epl2.c ed James B. Hubbert of the first ward , WilliaIT J . 

Garland of the t hird , Ward P . Littig of the eleventh , and 

Goor~e B. Skinner of the fourt een th ward . '.I.'he or ·'. anizati0n 

throur~h Chairr.:an Vandiver i n stalled f our n:en Hho would be t t er 

conduc t the c ::ur:pai e;n a lone the lines of the pa rty pl atform . 11 

The mov e rr.ost certainly d i d not cncoura ce efficiency and n;or­

ale m::.on~ the lowly ward leader s who would do much of Lhe nec­

essary l e .c:;1.:orl~ for the elec t i on . 

The reL:oval of the ward executives helped point out the 

.c; r 0wint: SJ")li t in Den.ocr-... tic r ank s . In ea r l i er ye ~. rs , Gorman 

would h a v e rnaintr. i ned be ·~t e r control ov e r dissident men~ber s o f 

the party a t such a ke:,- tiJI.e befo:ce an election . In this in­

stanc e , the ward exeduti v e s s yn:bolized the disor ... •·anizcd , unin­

tm-: L,i onal, i lmer-party r evolt a eainst the Senator ' s dor .. ina. tion . 

r, 
0 .Ai,1e rican , Oct . 6 , 1S05 , p . 16 . 
C1 

/~ews , Oct . 14 , 190 5, p. 14. 

lOArr.erican, Oct . 19, 1905, p . 16 . 
111, . " 

. OlQ . 
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Journali st!:. ln o t he r areas of the nation i dent i f i ed Gorr.r..an s im­

p ly as a boss ; they noted t hL. t in his twil i ght yea rs n l essen­

i n~ in politica l astuteness be came rr.ore evi dsnt . 12 The Repub­

lican America n ca lled attention to the loss of 11h i s old tirr:e 

cur...ninc " while pointing out the rr..any errors the Senator rnacle 

in the cnmpaicn . 13 The ina bility of Gorir.e.n and his f ,) l l. owors 

to convince the voters of their sinceri t y in wishing to dis­

fr D.nchise only the Negro proved to be a particul a r ly bad error . 

__,vcn Dei .ocratic voters showed by their vo t es t hat they somehow 

did not f eel quite secure in pl acing their political ri ghts in 

Go r rnnn I s han cl s • 

The Sena tor c ertain ly ·was out of t ouch with his cons tit­

u ents. Racia l prejudice still existed stron[~ly , but h3.d d ir::in­

ishccl a s a :r.1opular moven1Gnt . By 1905 , t he Bal timore 1-, ress had 

virtue.l ly r cr.:ov ed its an ti - Negro err.phasis. Onl y the Derwcre.tic 

or r< aniza tion retained am~ used r L!.ce t o any extent . Gorman 

ma i ntained his stu0borne ss acainst any compromise on the arnenu­

n:snt and this eve1:tually proved a ke y f .:i. ctor in its lefe~, t . 

On the sar:.e uay t h q_ t the organization l eaders r L-placcd 

thG 1·our ward executives , they r e c e ived a strong jolt . lfary­

l e.nC. ' s Derr_ocr2. t ic junior Sena tor , Isidor Ila yncr , dr op pe el a bor..b-

shell i nto the laps of thos e supporting the Poe amcndrr:en t . In 

a l c ttor of six f ull ne·.rspa!)er colurr.ns in sr.:all print , Rayner 

denounced the amendment . I n t iw wordy styl e so t yp ica l of his 

ora tory, he utilized supp~ sedly e l oquent phr ases ~ilien he r e-

12new York Times , Nov . 6 , 1905 , p . 4- . 
1 3.Ari;.e rican , Oct. 15, 1905 , p . 4 , Sect . D. 
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i "Grred to Go rman 's faction as a 11 f)O litieal cabo..1 11 and stated 

tha t the arr:endrrent 11 bli;~hts and blasts our hopes " and 11 :r.1 ows 

do-,.,m ithe7 genius of ••• .Lfaryland :ff]' children. 1114 Thus, he 

presented the arr.endment as a. ;; rea t threat. 

The letter contained too much eJ.oquence and hyperbole to 

c ren_ tly aff c, ct rcany undecided voters with its true ingenious­

n e ss . It dLl , however, U~) set the Gorm2,n Derr.ocrats , incluc'iing 

Gorman hir: self . The Rayner bolt Evoked poorly- tirr.ed , low 

level mud- slj_n[r, inc arr.one uppe r-echelon Democrats ; Republicans 

anet £:'.nti-a1.:endrr:snt peo::--le ~:leefully loolied on . 

On OcJcobc r lS, the day after publication of his letter, 

Ra:me r challenc ecl Gorir.an to a public de b te on the Poe amcnd­

rsnt . He wrote a public l st ter to GorF.an, listinc ten po ints 

of' d ispute on the amendrnent . 1 5 He broucht forth concern frorr: 

Gorman , who obt ained typed copies of Rayner 's racist s peeches 

of the past. Gorrran a lso wrote a ler..e; thy l etter of re lJ ly but 

ciecicled not to sen-J it . 1 6 

A number of Gorr::an ' s associates , however , quickly and 

blindly jurqJccl in, helpine; to develop the contes t into a finsco. 

Forr::.er Cons rc~;srt an Joshua Nil es mailed a public letter from the 

:2astern Shore , attemptinr; t o damage Rayner ' s credibility . Over 

a pGriod of r::a.ny years , l :iles ha.cl stron6l y supported Ne [. ro dis -

14sun, Oc t. 18, 1905 , p . 1 . 
1 5rsic.: or Hayner to Arthur P. Gorrr.an, Oct . 23, 1905, Gorn·.an 

tSS . Rayner r~ade the lette r public on Oct. 19th, but d;1tecl this 
o r12 the 23rd . 

16 
Arthur P . Gorr. .an to Is icior Rayner , Oct . 31 , J. .,05 (not 

rr:ailed ), Gorn:an :t-:SS . 
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i·r,J n chi s en·.ont . He clairr..eu th": t Rayner had for a while also 

supporte.::1 the rr..ovement . 1, 'iles ,...rrote tha t during t he 1904 Gen­

e ral Assenbly f i eht ove r the Sen2. t orshir, , Rayner a t; r eed to 

sunport both the arnendrr:ent and aid Gorrr.an in his que s t for the 

Pre ~_-·,u·,ency. 17 Th t t S t . · t 1 ~ Th II Rb. ~ _ es a ·e en2 e maJori ·y cauer , orr:as ~ . o in-
18 son, collabora ted Lile s ' version of the a greernsnt . Rayner 

answered as to t h e i mpossibility of such an arrangement , clairn-
1c inc; h e had n o knowledg e of the ar:.endmcnt ' s structure . ') Here, 

t he Sun i n t e r j ected, pointing out th2. t it first published t he 

t ext of the Poe arr.endn:cnt on January 12 , 1904. 20 The atten­

ti0n- [;r abbing Rayner posse ssed a bad memory , did not read the 

ncws pepe r s, o r d i d not con c e rn himself too grea tly with t he 

truth . In lik e manner with the pe tty politico ancl deposed ward 

b o s s of the third vrard , William J. Garland , Rayner took an 

a brup t 1 80 cl ogr e e turn . He offered furthe r illustrc,tion of 

the emotion involved in the co1r.plexi ty of the de cision on the 
21 Poe amcn dr:1cnt . 

Ot he r leading Democra ts also s noke out a ';ain st the Poe 

amen dr::cnt . During the Rayne r exchange , the a ged nnd r e s pected 

.for rr.e r Gove rnor, William Pinl:ney Whyte , c arr.e out a --:ains t the 

, t 22 amcn umen - • Over a ws ek later , Governor Warfield e; r antcd the 

1 7sun, Oct . 2L1- , 1905 , p . 1 . 
18 . 

Ibid . , Oct . 26 , 1905 , p . 12 . 
1 9Ibid ., Oct . 27 , 1 905 , P • 1. 
20 rbid . , Oct . 31, 1S05 , p . 1 . 
21 rn following years , Rayne r would a zain advoca te ITegr o 

d isf r &nch iserrent . 
22n ews, Oct . 26 , 1S•05, p . 16 ; Sun , Oct . 26 , 190 5 , p . 12 . 
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Sun an interview. Since April 1904, Warfiela. h 2.d mai n t a ined 

a dicnified silen ce on the measure . The organization Den.ocra ts 

ho:)ed the Governor would continue to do so . 1;-onetheless, on 

Hovember 2, he repec-.ted his objections to t he amendment. Re­

calling " the conjuct of the Republican r egistrars during the 

Civil War, " Warfield st;::, t ed. he would n ever f eel s .:i. fe with the 

white man ' s politica l ri rrhts in the hands of po\rerfu1 r egis­

trars . He clairced t ha t only his sympa thy i'or voters i n the 

Blacl-: Belt prevented hin: frorr , s peak i ne earlier . 23 

At a mas s rally in Baltimore 's Philanthropy Hall, Ste. tes 

Attorney Albert S. J. Owens vehemently opposed tho arr:end.rnent . 

Well -lmovm Baltimo r e De1r.ocr,:>. tic l awyers , Edgar H. Gans and 

Will i am H. Ear bury, d i d likewise . 
21

+ They r epresented the erow­

ing nur::ber of' e iuca t ed rr.en opJ1osing the 2.mendn:ent . In addition , 

Owens conceiva bly represented the view of boss Rasin . 25 These 

rr~en spolrn under t he auspices of the Derr.acre. tic Anti-Amendment 

Ass oc i a tion . To lend supfort, Bonaparte sugge sted t hat Congr ess­

rran Wachter quietly send white Re publicans to the mee ting to 

swell the crowd . 26 

In this 190 5 election campai,.:: n , "Wild Bill 11 Garland ex­

emplified sorr.e of t ho se with lirr:i ted mental facu1 ties who join­

ed in i·ightin~ aga.ins t the Poe amendment . Garland , speaking 

23s-un, IJov 3, 1S05 , p . 14. IJote : .i.:,dwin Warfield r e,~ched 
the age of 20 yea.rs in 1865. 

2~-Ibid ., Nov . 1, 190 5, p . 14. 
2 51:ent, l-jaryla nd Politics, p . 335 . 
26ch~rles J. Bonaparte to Frank L. Wachter , Oct. 30 , 1905, 

Bonapar te l '.SS . 
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at D. l evel that a poorly educated n:an could unde r s tand , sud­

_,enly acquired principles . He expressed vexation a t t he i m­

pendin6 loss of pol itica l fr e e d om tha t foreigners would suffer-­

r.1Gn Hho had cor..e to this nC1. tion to rai n politica l fr eedom . 

Garlancl revealed tha t a :)en ocrat at his headquarters had stated, 

' 'We J on ' t want to ge t rid of' t he Negroes only , but we want to 

e;et rid of those ••• Jews . 11 27 

Ei ~:·ht local Hebrew tra de unions conducted a j oint n:ee t­

in:z , derr.onstrating ths ~:ro·wini:; suspicions of l a bor towar d the 

Poe arnendrr.cnt . Walter 1-'."iles, "a noted labor agitator ~' cal led 

the ~easur e a schen:e to allow a few ·,oliticans t o ally with 

capi t:~l and to ;;a in unjust legislation a_r·ainst the workers . 

Furthe r , J oseph He ttl err..an of the An:erican Federation of Labor ' s 

Garrr:en t Worke :ts Union proposed call ing the amendrr:ent a 11 sub­

tcrfuc e ••• of the c a pital ist c l as s to cur b the right s of the 

worl-::ers . 11 
28 

The Republican par ty, meanwhile , presented a t1ni t ed front, 

fi ghting enerc;etically to defeat the amendment . Bonaparte 

made o. ·wh irlwind spec..king tour of the sta te and enjoyed his 
20 

venture into stUI1:p politics . / He primarily eir.phasized the 

tnre ,?. t of the 11Ring II a nd ho'\1 ~;a s s age of the amendrr.ent would 

all ow its complete c1or:.ination of the stri te •s pol itics . He 

a lso kep t the pE•. r ty single- rr.indc::d i n its opposition . Eoreover, 

at a critical pre- e l ection juncturs , be sol icited funds from 

27sun , Oct. 27 , 190 5, P• 7 . 
20

Ibid ., Oct . 20 , 190 5, P• 14. 
29 4-Sunday Star , (Washing·con , D. C.) , Oct. 2$, 1S05 , p . , 

, oct . D • 
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business men . 30 Bono.parte felt t h~ .. t the Republic2ns would need 

to outbiu -cll e Der:.ocra ts' a t tercp t at paying Negro voters t o s:tay 

away f.1'or: : the polls.31 The elec tion results proved his a ssump­

tion incorrect , a s the Ne~ro voter would not t ake money to 

help remove his ri ch t to vote . 

For :.,11.e n os t part, the Bal tin:ore pr es s favored the anti­

arr.en0.1.. r: nt side. The i ndepGndent Der.ocr t i c Ne-ws and the Re­

publican American had fou ght the disfranchisement measure 

throur·hout . They r::erely intensified their arguments a s the 

election n eared . The Derroc r ;:1.tic organ , the Eve1:in o: Herald , 

rLilJly op osed the an:endrr.cmt as being too r .:id ic :11 . 32 The 

Dor::.ocra tic Sun a lso pretended to retain some sembl ance of neu­

trality . Yet , 2.s the e l ection a pproached , t he res;_)ected Sun 

stc:, ted in an editoria l tha t many genuine weakne sses exis ted in 

tho Poe amendrn-.:nt . It po inted out tha t no l egisL:1 tion r ogula t cd 

the e l ection r egistrars , tha t t he amendrr.ent di d not even sug­

ge st they would be good men , anJ th:::1.t the r eg istrar s could r e ­

rr:o ve fo r eisner s from the vo tine rolls , if politically expedient. 

The Sun c .:i. lled the Ne r; ro i n politics an increasing "mena ce , 11 

but stated th :.~ t it would cos t t oo much to limit the whi t c man ' s 

suffr 2.ge in or .1er t o l es sen the IJe g::.·o I s . 33 

30chnrlcs J. Bona :arte to Robert Garrett , Oct . 19, 1905, 
Bon2,parte }:SS . 

31 
Ch rles J. Bonaparte to Henry W. Williarrs , Oct . 23 , 

1S05 , Bona,"\c.rte r:ss . 

32Evsnin? Heral d , Nov. 5 , 1 905 , p . 4. 
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In the 1-:aryl and coun ti e s , t he news:9ape rs of t en refl e c ted 

party a llegi ance . The ' licomico News i n Salisbury , par t l y 0 1:m­

e d by St~t e Senat or Earion V. Brewing ton , dut i f u l l y published 

the rel ec: se s of the Democr;:i.tic organization . I ts entrea tie s 

to vote for t h e amendment d i d not d i ffe r t oo gr eatl y from t hose 

in the z eo;::-ra phic .::.lly distant Curr.berland Eveninp; Time s . On 

the opposite si':1e , the Cecil Whi;; in ....,l k t on , headlined the 

3L~ nmen rlmen t as "Un - Democratic, Un-Republ ican , and Un- Ame rican ." 

The '. aper sco f fe d at the Der.::ocr ~~ tic a ttempts t o fri gh t en the 

v o t e rs with the IJe c; ro buf; a boo . 35 

In Eal t i more , only t he Worl :.i openly su l) por t ed the amend­

rr ent , utilizi ng full racist writin c: s . It insisted t ha t no 

·white rran ,,rou l d l ose t he ri ,(ht to vote a s 11no party would dare 

· t 11 36 l • Accordi ng to the 1/Jorl d , only Negro di s f r anchiserr.ent 

woul d. s o.ve the vo t e rs ' childr en . 37 

Thus , the Baltimore Worl d repre s ented t he t on e with which 

t he Gor r.:a n Dcmocra ts conducted the cc.mpa i gn . The organiza t i on 

De r:.oc r a t s IJUblished racis t argumen ts of two and three full - col­

urr..n adv ertisern.ents daily i n most Ba l tili:ore papers . As in pr e­

v i ous e l ecti ons , t h ey spoke t h roughout the sta t e , empha sizing 

t hG Ne gro thre .. t and a fa in bri n gi ng in s outhe rn e;ucs t spealcer s . 

Gorman g, ve hi s usu a l d r amat i c pre- el ecti on s peech on October 

26 . Aft e r ha vin g concentra t ed on cr iticizing Pr e sident Roose-

34cecil 1,n1i P; , rJov . Lr , 1 90 5 , p . 1 . 

35I b i d . , Oc t . 7 , 1 ) 05 , p . 4. 

3(\.Jorld , Oct . 31 , 1 905 , P • 4- . 
37 

I b i d ., Ilov . 3 , 1 90 5 , P • 4- . 
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velt in the two previous e l e ctions , he cen tered his 1905 at­

to.cl-~ on Bonn po rte . Gorn:an called him a 11 c o:r:.rr.on scold II and 

branded hir:. inconsisten t for derr.anding a civil service exam­

ination for n scrubworr:an , yet wanting no te s t to vote . 38 In 

addition, Gorr:an ' s son, Arthur P. Gorrr.an , Jr ., sta ted tha t 

1:aryla n d very rruch n s eded l aws of d isfranchisement as did the 

other southe rn st~tes . 39 

As the e l e ction approached , t he Gorr::an Democra ts a gain 

impor t ed southern 1 acist s peal:ers . From \Jest Virginia , former 

Coneressr:1an George Byrne, who ed ited the Charl estom1 Gazette , 

told his aulience thc. t the l'Je gro con stant ly dr eamed of social 

equality an d would demand mixed schools and a r epeal of r::is­

ceconation l aws if g iven the opportunity. 40 Also , ex-Governor 

Cha rles B. i\ycock of North Ca rolina again ccT.e to tell his 

aud i e nce tha t in earlie r days he 11 coulcl make o. nig§;e r speech 

th· t wou l d r a i::;e y Jur hair . 11 north Carolinians , however , h a d 

r emo v ed the ne ed for such oratory as their Neero disfr() nchise­

rnan t haJ helped bring about politica l purity to the state . 

Po litical cleanlines s c 17!6 when a boss could no longer br in6 

voters ir:. lir-.e by yclline "nig'_"er . 11 41 

In the fina l do.ys before the e l ection , re:ports and rumor s 

of tric~s and nolitical rr.anipul ations bec~~e more eviJent . The 

I~eus har peL1 on the trick ballot therr.e, sta ting the. t i n s ome coun-

38(' l,. t 27 1co5 1 e.2:3Q , C • ' ; ' p • • 

39Ibid ., ITov . 1 , 1905, p . 1L1- . 
40 rbid., Oct . 28 , 190 5, p . 12 . 
41

Ibiu . , Oct . 25 , 1905, p . 12 . 



ties such as Kent an,~ Wo1· che:s t er , heavier bl ack l ines a l ertGd 

the votor how to vote for the arr.cndment . 42 Some lJegro women 

servo.nts thrce.tened r e fus a l t o work for tho se em1Jloyers favor -

· · .,., ~ o.mend t 1+3 lll .'..., t,Ilu • Jr.GD • In addition , some persons i n the city 

hierarchy or dered the stree t cleaner s to vote for the Poe 
44 an:enJn_en t . 

Outwardl y , Gorr:1an exuded confidence , insistinr. tk: t t he 

11 fellows are sleep ing well at nights . 11 45 Yet , the Democr.::. tic 

organization headquartGr s d isplayed anxiety . In an action 

very uncharacteristic to tlie na ture of the me t hodical Vandiver , 

the :Jen_ocr2.. tic Chairman d is1ilayed rr.uch concern in a ha stily 

\•Iri t t en no t r:. . Wri tin,... to Joshua W. :t.:ile s , he told him tha t 

Fr2_nk A. Furs t, the hc-.d of the executive cor1:n:ittee of the 

amendment c c.m})ai gn con;111ittee , hnd r ec oived at least thirty- five 

hundred doll a r s . This note reveal ed tha t a conside r a ble amount 

of or.::._:aniza t ion money c ame into Baltimore . 46 Further , and n~orc 

irJ.yiortant, Vo.ncliver e:cpress ed 6re:c,. t concern tlr t unl e ss they 

tool: c a re of the city n:an Llfasin? there would be trouble . 47 

Chairman VnncU.ver assumed cor rectly , for t he vo t ers sound­

ly defea t ed the 2.n;en clment . In the sta te, 1 0!..i- , 286 voted against 

the Poe amendrr_ nt and. 70 , 227 for it--a 34 , 055, defea t . In 

Bal timore , ~1ere e lection officials count ed 75 , 783 vote s , 48 , 287 

42news , Oct . 27 , 1 S05 , p . 20 . 
4 3.L,vening Heral d , 1-ov . 4, 1 905 , p . 12 ; Sun , Ifov . 5, 1905 , 

:P • 16 . 
44American, Eov . 6, 1905 , p . 14. 
45sun, IJov . 1 , 1Si05 , p . 14 . 
461-:urr a y Va n d ive r to Joshua W. Liles , Nov . 4 , l S,05 , Van­

d iver ESS . 

47 Ibid . 
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opposed the r;:ea sure--a20 , 7S, l difference. Outside of the city, 

13,~70 n:ore voters r e jected it than SUl•!)Orted it . Only in 

Gorri an' s HoHa r c1 County o.nd in four Eastern Shore counties did 

th d t · · · t 48 ""' th t t d · i:3 amen .. rr:cn - win a n:aJor i y . i 11ore over, e vo -ers re -urne 

oHly 2 sli i:;h t :;Jer-:ocr tic :r..a jori ty to the Le2isla ture ir.. c om­

po.rison with the l a r c•e 1 S,03 victory . This loss indica ted 

tno.t the an.endment actually aided the Republican i ncrease in 

the election . 

48
1:aryla nd Lanual (Dal tir::orc ; Willi o.rr, J. C. :Oulaney Co . , 

1 ~ O 5 ) p • 3 O '/ • 



A rn.m:ber of f· ctors hel ped pr oduce the compl ete defe~ t of 

the Poe ar.iendr;;cnt . The Laryl and vot e r s r efus Gd to pl ace too 

r!'uch ~,ower in the hands of any one n:.an . At the same t irr.e , 

thsro e:d-sted son:e 0 1 posit i on to bossisrr, and some sli f;ht tend­

c11c:· to-warcl pro;::ressi visr.: . In a rlr,. i t ion , sorr.e Dmnocr a ts revolt­

<3d a r:;ains t Sen~ tor Arthur P . Gor r:nn ' s rJ oE,i.n<-::i. tion-- f'or exai:1 pl e , 

the Dal tin.or e Democrats who fou zh t a ga i n s t r ural dominat i on . 

In still 2.nothcr aspect of the defeat, t he vo t ers den:onstr i.c,. ted 

th~t they just did not fe 2 r De cro do~ination . 

'l.'hrou~hout the nation , rr.an y journal i s t s rejo i ced a t "Bo s s " 

Gor r.'.'.2.n ' s dci'eo. t on the i ssue of the Poe amendrr.cnt i n the 1 90 5 

e lect ion . The Eew Yor ~r Tirr:o s called him 111-dll ed II and n:ay have 

no t erred rr.uch with thi s s ta t err.cnt , ns the Senator di ed t ha 

t Junr- . 1 neX - The St . Louis Gl obe- Decocrat s ta t ed t ha t t he en-

tire nation could 11rejoice 11 ov<::r the rejection of the an:end-

, c·,..,t 2 
•• 1~ • The Boston Tr ansc r i pt e:h~.,res sed its c.1el i e;ht i n the d t: -

f'sa t 2-nd insisted th~.t lar yl and ' s l ocation placed her north­

·Hnrd Gnou.:;h to r e ject " t he a t tcn~p t t o r::or t gaee the el ectorc1 te 

to Gor1:.an . 11 3 

~ollowinc the outccEe , a few persons s eriously atterrpted 

1new York Ti ~es , rov . 11 , 1 905 , p . 8. 
2Globa - ·0erroc r ~t (S t . Lou i s , 1,:0 .), Nov . 8 , lS,0 5, p . 8. 
3Boston ,.Nenin.r;. Tran s c r i u t , Fov . 10 , 1S05 , ~1 . 8. 
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to ex~ l a_ in the an:end1r.ent 1 s thorough defe'1t . Dr . William H. 

Hill a tt:>1 ht.::.tec1 the dofe:0, t to the rr:any independent voter s who 

joined the an ti-amcm.dr.:.~nt voters . 4 r-:urray Vand ive r unreal is­

ticaJly insisted th.:::. t eighty per cent of all white voters voted 

a;ainst tho ar!:eno.r::.ent . 5 He also publicly placed the blan:e on 

Gove rnor Harfie l d . 6 A hal f oozen years l a t er , Frank R. Kent, 

then the Annapolis co1°res1,ondent of the Sun , bl arred clasin I s 

11 tree. chery 11 fo r the ar:1endrnent I s defeat . The city boss gave the 

arr(;,.ndr::cn.t no sup,.ort prior to the 1905 election . 7 Kent corr.­

PlotGly isnored the fact tha t the counties handily rejected the 

a.::-:;::.ndr:r · nt also , a. lthou gh they rave a s rr.a.ller r1ar gin of defeat 

than rli· ,, B lt · 
-L a i :ooro . 

The 1 S,05 defe a t of 1-J e i::- ro cl isfranch iserr:ent ir.. 1-.arylc:.nd o.nd 
c, 

tho lS,09 defea t helped illustra te the d iificulty of lirr.it i n c 

~,ui'fr ace in the st .... te . Althou gh the 1 903 elec tion 2.fford cd 

the best or,portuni t y for d isfranchiserr.snt , the con stituti,mal 

and pro ce,:ural checL.s of the l e~isl& ti v e process p r ev'-m t ed the 

suc c e:: s o f r a shness . Yet , even then , the outcome of the vot­

in;~ would h2v e b~.::en in doubt because of a reluctance of the 

v 0 tcrs t o r e linquish too :much political power . The l'faryl2.nd 

voter '.-Jent to a certain po j_r..t and no further . He had even turn­

eel Arthur P . Gorrr.c.n out of the Senate in 18: 5. 

lndilliar:1 H. Hill to 
Bonaparte l-~SS , Box 70 . 

\ _urray V;_,nc i ver to 
V:• n cl i vc r LSS . 

Cha rle s J . Bonaparte , Nov . 11 , 1905, 

Frank A. Richardson , !.)ec . 4, 1905, 

6Americ c.n, 1,rov . 1 oor.::- D 16 
• , , .I ) , ~ · • 

7Kont , 1-jo_ryland Politics , p . 336 . 
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The Senator wished to avoid any such err.barrassments in 

t he f uture , 2.nd the Poe ar:1endrr.ent afforded a useful guarantGe . 

Nonetheless, in 1905 , the voters a gain r eacted to h i s attewpt 

at grnbbing exce s sive politica l power . By 1905 , Marylend d is­

p l ayed little evidenc e of a progress i ve n overncnt ; yet , the r e­

jection of Gor man and his amendment d id sugges t progressive 

tinc:es . The election resulted in a r evol t a gains t 1-·Ja r yl ,~.nd ' s 

.Jer..ocr.:::.tic 11 boss . 11 Gorrr.an went too f a r ; he wanted to cre o. t e a 

politica l dynasty fror.1 which his son c ould reari the ben efits . 8 

~en so often do not r eveal their n:o tives , and I . Freeman 

Rasin euar ded his in r sference to the arr.endmGnt ' s defea t. How­

e ve r, far fron indul gi ng i n the "tre a che ry" of effectinE, its 

'-~ e:i.-ef1 t, he sit.ply nursed his own intere sts . In a sta t e cha r a c­

terized by rurul domination , Ras in ' s Bal t i mo r e stood to lose 

most heavily in con:pa.rison to other subd ivis i ons . In a ddi tion , 

the city boss f ound cons i derabl e nurr.be r of Ne groes and na t ural-

ized citizens to be both purchasable and manageable . Disfran­

chisement ,,Jould have r emoved these po l it i c a l tools . 

In the case of I sidor Rayner , the junior Senator d i d not 

creatly enhance the anti - amendrr.cnt mov ement by denouncing it . 

Still , he did fom ont politica l in- fi ghting amonf l eading Dem­

oc r ats which hurt the or· ,aniza tion ' s cred i bility . The fi e ry 

Rayner left his contemporc:;_ries confused a s to his rro tivc s which 

conceivably r cures ,~nted so11:e of the rw tives the, t helped t he 

voters r eject the Poe arr:endrr.cnt . Of J ewish de scent , Rayner 

folt a s ens itivity to anti- am0ndmE,nt :n· essurEs of the J· ewish 

() 

0 tew York Tribune , Sep t . 18, 1905 , p . 3. 
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cor~rrur: 1· , . ~ . . 9 
·· - ,_,y 0 1. B2l i:; 111:or e . Ye t , Rayne r ' s silence on this issue 

vJ'Oul d h a ve sa t is:Ci e -l b o tli J e ws and the othe r membe rs of the 

He f e l t a n obliga tion to help his l awye r 

son , Williai.: B. Rayner , wi th h is e l ec t i on to the House of Del-

e~ate~ 1· tl 1 th d Con ~i·s t i n ~.•- of' profe ss i onal 
u .., ron· · 1e e e-von · \ •Ja r • ~- - -

u -'• . 
..1.. .L i c e s ;:-,;. i1ci ex_:) eESi v e r e s i e,1.e n c e s , t h is ward had t h e r cput~t i on 

or bGin,= a " s i l l:-s tc cl~i n .i::: " wa r d . I ts po l i t ical a s pirant s con­

d,J.c tecl thei r c mr:pai gn s on a hi ch l e vel a n d paid the ir own ex-
10 

Pense s . Thi s a r ea c e ne r a lly 01r o sed t he Poe ar;1encin: nt . In 

nc~:tivn , dayncr hacl r e c ently e s t &bl ishe d a n ew l aw off ice wi t h 

his S OL and the st .te ' s Atto r n e y General, Will i am S . Bryan , 

11 
one oi" the ar::cnc.n:cnt I s l ead i nc op:1ornsnt s • 

Further , Is i d o r Rayn e r s,Y!.:bolized the ant i-Go r rr.an r ev ol t 

as other L.cn at ter: lJted t o g r a s p the ir share of ~a rty power . 

Ha u·,1.er I Cl l (:·, oL'L e l c cti· un a s 
J ~ ~ • r Senato r brou ah t out and ~ 1et ted a p-

pet i tes . ::::'-me ed vabl y , in .t ayner ' s c ase tho. t e l e c t i on crec:, ted. 

re ::; cnt r .. ent whi c h succeed i n Gor r::an snu b s a t l a t er Dcn:u c ra t i c 

convcnt i uns hc l 9 e d a c centu&te . 12 Rayne r 's presenc e i n t h e Sen ­

ate c ha1:.be r c~;u lc1 h a ve rmt h i m in a :9os i tion to l e a rn of a 

e: row::i..1 r· d isenchnntment by h is f e l l ow Derr.oc r ats wi t h the poli­

tico.lly r c .'.:': r e ssin.:; Gorn:a n . 13 Pr i or t o the 1S05 election , how-

o 
G ✓lurre.y V1:1r.d i ver to Arth~ r P . Go r n:an , Au :, . 30 , 190 5, 

orr:.Pn l 3S . 

l CU 
c•n ., nd~. tea a~.d u n ~dcnti f' i e C news:]al e r c l i pp i n c; , I s i do r ayncr 

1 ° 0 , ;:; ou t rH~rn Historical C0l lec tion Chape l Hi ll 1 ., • Sun 
Oct 1 c1 1 c~o c; p 12 ' ' ' • u • , __ , . ,, , / ,., , . . 

11L€ws , AU [: . 12 , 190 5 , p . 1 2 . 

1 2 ,... O 

13
~1.fil , ct . 22, 1 90 5 , ~ - 1 6 . 

l: Gw Yo r l~. Ti1r.c s , 1'!ov . 6 , 1S'0 5, 1] . 4 . 
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Ever, the Sern: te :::;ession to which Rayner bclo.!1ged h c:1.d not yet 

n.ct . 

Govc.'ncr :...,dwiri Uarfield also represented an expression of 

in(lc ~,endcnce fror.: the Gorr.:an poli tico. l clor.:ina tion . Durine the 

l lSO 's, Gor~an looked u pon 1Jarfie l d as a political protege .
14 

In Re" 1i ti -:n. to a po Ji ti cal i n ter- de r:endence, :·Jar field ar:.cl Gor­

n· 2.n helc'. j ojnt sconoJT ic intere s ts . Gorr::an held a l a r ~c block 

of stocl' in Warfield I s Fidel ity and Deposit Co1r.rJa.ny; 'darfiel d 

at one tiF:e held an intcre.:::, t in the Gor .. an Coa l and Coke Con:-

Consequer,. tly, the quest for :;; rea. ter political inde­

pendence brou;:;ht no direct at t acJ· s , but an i ndirect attack on 

Gorr, an through the Poe ar::endr.:2nt . 

Other 1·:1 ctors in l aryL1.nd also hel 9ed affect the ar.:end-

1· ent ' s outcorc . There e::-~isted a true yet sorr.ewh-:t dispro_ior-

+· t ~ionn e two-pa rty systec , with the r i Lority e !1ublican party ' s 

l)O si:·1:~ 2 d e:C'ir:i t e thre:-: t to win eloc ti ons . The Republicans, 

however, ~lacert considsrable dependence upon the 1e~ro Vote . 

Thus, they , fully realizinc the '.:_" re ::i. t thre ;_ t 01' the ai:.enckent , 

ci'fGcti vsly Ji a:;_,s,_alled t he ir efforts and r esourc s solidly 

towurd its defeat . Charles J . Bonaparte ' s des c cnsio into 

party ::,c1 i tics car:.c at a n:os t o , 11ortune tirr:e . He supi-1lied 

b0th ~oral lea~er ship and the politic 1 pres tic e of his Cab­

inet p ositic.,,n . 

14Artllur P . Gor enn to Ed,·1in ·,,Jarfie l d , 1·ay 9, 18~6 , War-

1'ield 1-.SS . 
1 5several letters to and fron: William II . Gorri:an and 

Arthur P . Gorr::::m , Jr ., to and f ror.; ._i;dwin ':/arfi e l d (a r ound 18S5), 

\ arfield I ;ss . 
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The Rcpubl i c ~n s garnerel consid e rable hel p f r orr the dif­

i'erent 2r:.ti - rn . enclir.ent a l l i s s . They d i d not remc:. i n bound to 

Party l ines but ~-ave h e l p whenever ) Os s i ble i n or de r t o br ing 

abou t the aI,:enclr. cn t , s de fe . t . J.:o reove r, they ef i'e c ti vel y u til­

ized t}1c sus 1 i ci..., l~sne s s of t he fo r ei.=-n conr-u.nity i n ) Oi n tin .:; 

out the va _·ueness of t h e Poe a r:·icncir.en t which cons ti tuteJ a 

thr ea t t o their po l i tical rights . They r eached t he forei gn 

COJtL.uni ty f irs t and n'.ur e co:r:1p l c t ely t han d i d t he Dcr,:ocra tic 

or , ·a11iza tivn • 

The I :a r ylcJ.nc: vo t e r s a l s o Ul iWi t tin gly expr essuci. c. mild 

tenucnc y towar Lt pr 0gr e ssivisn: when t hey r e jec t ed Gor n:an ' s dorr.­

inc:iticm . In l S,0 5, -.ar yl a nd d i d no t d ispla y any ubvic:,us r:-'OVe­

r.~snt towar d vr o e re s s ivisrr. . Nonethel e ss , a ttecp ts a t r c sulating 

the oyster i ndu s try, the entrance of the Western l !a ryland Rail­

r oad int o t h e Daltirr.ore port , and the na tion ' s first 'i•rorlm:an's 

corpens a tion l aw ga v e evidence of s o~e vot ers desire fo r ~ore 

of a c ontribution by the sta te ' s ·ove r llii:ent . Thus, the voter s 

su •r c:::; t ed some a c.j ustn:ont in t he politica l conditions . The 

Poe arren clr.: cnt off e r ed Gorman an ::1 the orcaniza tion t oo 1r.uch po­

ten tia l power f"o r :;iany voter s t o d i ~e s t . 1'he or t:ani zation dis­

p l aye C:i. t oo r.uch c on serva tisrn and thre et t ened politica l s t agna­

tion . The voters c unc e iva bly moved 11 from the f a r ri c;ht closGr 

toward the con s c r vo.t ive c Gnter . 1116 

In a politica l arena where there exi s ted a purch.2s2.bl0 

.16 T , R ..,onn • Lamber t , Jr ., 11 e cons tru ction t o Worl( ':Jar I, 11 

Th? 91d Li ne Sta t e : A History of 1-·aryland , ed . 1 orris U. L. 
Ra l ui f,. (Vol . l of " Li brary of .Arr-e rican Lives; 11 Hop .. insvi l le , 
. . y .: Hi s t o:- i c a l Rec ord. Associa tion , l S,•56), lJ • 1 22 . 



vote , i'Gw vut :: rs s ol d and riskGd l os i n ,3; t h o o .ipor t uni ty to s ell 

Vutes ir_ the f uture . 1.:any -:oul d not s e l l a t any pr ice .
17 Al so , 

the a n ti - art en -1r.:ont -roup s co.re f ully i n struc ted the i l.L i t era tc 

as to hou ho shou l d vote . In pa rt i cu l a r , the I.e gr o rcce i ved 

i >-i ,·" r _,_. lo __ _ , v uc v l Jn ,-,elJ_ . 

The bus i n e s s c or.r.uni t y pr ov ed a pp r ehensive oi the Poe 

2.t:enc1.r..ent . 13usine s sr.en fully re2l izeJ th.e. t extm:si ve ri olitical 

PvwGr 0 1'1 creel t he t h re e. t of exha.us t i ve r.:ulctiLg by an ur chcclrnd 

. ::.i li tic a l po.rty . '.i'hey of t en l ent sup_; o r t to the r· i nori ty par ty , 

t cm c. in :-· to che cl: thi s thr e , t . In thi s i :1s t c=mce , the 1L sins ss 

c orJrun i ty r c c ozn i ze d one of the gre r tes t of t hrea t s and reac ted 

a ••ains t i t . 1 9 

lither factor s c ont r i bu t ed t o t h e dei'e o. t of t he Poe arr;end­

rr.u1t . The Jim Crow l aws of J uly 1 , l S,04- , hnrJ. p r icl:ed voter 

c0n sci onces sli~htl y . Also , Roo s evelt ' s popu l a r r e - e l ection 

had somehow made r a c ial e r.:phasis just a li t tle l e s s a c ce, t a ble . 

Ba~ica l l y , h oweve r , the De r ro jus t s irrpl y offer ed no t hre ~t t a 

the ·whi te populac e . The wh ite voter s d id n o t i n:a [; i ne th t the 

Ne·· r oes wou l d o b tai n political con trol . Upon the pass i n g of 

the pcri0c 0f· r :< b i d r a ci s1~. , the sen se 0 f u r :_: ency t oward. dis-

1r· .nc11isi,1c ;:.1w iJe r: ro d i r:. i n ished cor.si ~e _ably . Unlil e the 1 s•u3 

e l ecti c.,n , Presiden t Theodore Rocseve l t publicly c,i s~)l a yed 

li t t;lc i.::_ t ercs t in the Laryl and election . As did much of t he 

n c.. ticn , h e watched the c 2.r.:pai gn , ye t took ca.re t o avo i d inter-

17s11~, Oct . 14-, 1905, p . 12 . 
1 8 I b i d ., Iov . 5, 1905 , P • 11 . 

n 
c 

1
,9.~'.:ri~an , Au.::; . 27 , 190 5, p . 7 , Sect . B; Sep t . 3 , 1905 , 

~ • / ' .:> C v . • 



05 

ferin: in it.20 

l c:. te Octobr.-. r 
V QLQ 

Yet , the successful southern tour he n:2.de in 

early 1Jove1r:ber of 1905 , i nf'lu E:nced thG :t,:ary-

1 ~nd v.iters . ' " d 1, · - The South I s accept.'.lnce nna expre sseu :co 11. a cion 

a lon::: racial lines d in~inished the r c1.cial t hre~'-t th.:.--.. t Der.o­

c r~ t · '' J..c ore::. tors in 1,:arylnnd f oretol d . The tour son-:.ehow n:a.de 

Roo sevel t ' s square cl.eal policy seen: more sens:i. ble . Son,e voters 

responded wi th a de ~· r ee of hurr..an J.ecency , reft~sed t o deprive 

the I~~ro of his suffr2.ge , and voted a 0 ainst the an.endment . 



.U:-person could vote i"W 

First-- 1 person a ble t o read any s ection of the Consti t ution 

of this Sta te subr itted t o h irr by the offic ers of rc cis­

tra tion and to ;::· i ve n rea sona.b l e ex';' l an '-' t i-.:m ::., f t he sarr.e : 

or if unable to read such s ection is able to urHle rstand 

and give a rea s ona.ble expl an tion t he r eof when read to 

hi : by the r ec istra tian ~ffic crs; or 

Sec0nd- - A person who on tle first day of Janua ry , 1869, or 

prior t he .:eto, ua s enti tlea. to va te unde r the laws of 

thi s Stri t e or of any other St2te of the Ur_ited Str1 tes 

whe:::e in he then r e sided ; or 

Third-- Any Lale lineal descendant of such l a st n!entioned par­

son who r.ay be twenty- one (21) years of ate or over i n the 

year 1906 . 

1;0 p orso . not thus qualified by c01:~ i n6 under s on.e one of 

tho a bove descrip tiofis slrall b : entitled to be r egiste red as a 

qualified voter , nor be entitled to vote . 
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APPlXD IX B 

Newspaper Cartoons 
lN 'fHE vVOR.I(Sl-IOP 

'T>a111J it on thi ck-smear it in." 

ct:/ (i,,.....,cu_·~ 
cJ)e>t-. /,,· 

lf.llf" 

"~h -h -h, J <>hn, the secr C' t is to pt1t it on rn smoothly that it will pass for the rea l thing. 

Bal tirr:o r e Arr.Grican , October S·, 1905 

87 



APP _;12.J lX B 

newspaper Carto __, ns 

SECURED AT LAST! 

l\Janagcr Go rman prcsems :'11r. I. Freeman Rasin in his great unpopular song, "I Ha,·c to 
Belong to the R cgulars-1 Ain't !'\o Volunteer. " 

Bo.lt i mo r e Am.crican , October 12, l<.10 5 
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