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What is happening?

● Thousands of federal government web pages, datasets, and interactive 
tools have been taken down since the Trump Administration took 
office in January

● Much of the content has been related to diversity initiatives, LGBTQ 
issues, environmental justice, etc.



Yourish, K., Daniel, A., Datar, S., White, I., & Gamio, L. (2025, March 7). These words are disappearing in the new Trump administration. The New York Times. 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/03/07/us/trump-federal-agencies-websites-words-dei.html


Example: Covid.gov (previous)

Archived version: https://web.archive.org/web/20250113233515/https://www.covid.gov/ 

https://web.archive.org/web/20250113233515/https://www.covid.gov/


Example: Covid.gov (current)

Redirects to: https://www.whitehouse.gov/lab-leak-true-origins-of-covid-19/ 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/lab-leak-true-origins-of-covid-19/


Example: Social Vulnerability Index

This tool was removed. A court order in February required the website 
to be restored. The banner below is now on the web page:

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/place-health/php/svi/index.html 

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/place-health/php/svi/index.html


Example: Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping 
Tool

Original: https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen
Archived version: https://screening-tools.com/epa-ejscreen

https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen
https://screening-tools.com/epa-ejscreen


Frustratingly, 
remnants and old 
links to these 
tools persist on 
other agency 
websites

https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/practitioners/recovery-resilience-resource-library/ejscreen-environmental
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/practitioners/recovery-resilience-resource-library/ejscreen-environmental


State governments 
often utilized and 
linked to these 
tools on their own 
websites.

MD Department 
of the 
Environment: EJ 
Screening Tool

https://mde.maryland.gov/Environmental_Justice/Pages/EJ-Screening-Tool.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/Environmental_Justice/Pages/EJ-Screening-Tool.aspx


Other Examples

● Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS)
○ Temporarily removed and later restored. Changes to the 

questionnaires and code books were found by KFF
● ERIC Database

○ Less indexing going forward
○ Uncertainty if grey literature will be indexed

● NIH-Supported Data Repositories 
○ “The repositories on this page are currently being reviewed for potential 

updates to comply with Administrative directives and agency priorities”
○ Many of these require Data Use Agreements as they contain human 

health data

https://www.cdc.gov/brfss/index.html
https://www.kff.org/policy-watch/a-look-at-federal-health-data-taken-offline/
https://www.kff.org/policy-watch/a-look-at-federal-health-data-taken-offline/
https://sharing.nih.gov/data-management-and-sharing-policy/sharing-scientific-data/repositories-for-sharing-scientific-data


● Disrupts research utilizing publicly available data
● Loss of information available to the public
● Censorship: suppressing and distorting research
● Erases diverse voices and perspectives
● Damaging to U.S. research’s reputation and trust
● Generative artificial intelligence (AI) topic summaries
● Future changes: long-term maintenance of datasets, staffing cuts, 

budget cuts

What is the impact of this?



How to track changes in access?

● News outlets are reporting on losses to web pages and datasets. 
Includes national news sources and niche outlets.

● Social media: Bluesky data rescue starter pack
● Professional organizations: listservs and press releases
● Wikipedia Article on 2025 United States government online resource 

removals

https://bsky.app/starter-pack/datarescueproject.org/3lhjn7ut46p22
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2025_United_States_government_online_resource_removals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2025_United_States_government_online_resource_removals


How to track changes in access?

● Advocacy organizations
○ Data Rescue Project: they have a tracking tool
○ Environmental Data & Governance Initiative: they also have a 

tracking tool
○ Columbia Law School’s Sabin Center for Climate Change Law and 

Climate Science Legal Defense Fund: Silencing Science Tracker

https://www.datarescueproject.org/current-efforts/
https://www.datarescueproject.org/data-rescue-tracker/
https://envirodatagov.org/
https://envirodatagov.org/enviro-fed-web-tracker/
https://climate.law.columbia.edu/Silencing-Science-Tracker


How can I locate archived data?

● Data Rescue Project: Current Efforts
● ICPSR (The Inter-university Consortium for Political and Social 

Research)
○ DataLumos: crowd-sourced repository for US federal gov. data; main 

repository for Data Rescue Project’s data. Has data from FEMA, IMLS, and 
Department of Education (as of 3/31/25)

○ Distinction between deposit and access permissions – access is to select 
datasets is publicly available, whereas deposit requires membership (UMD 
is a member)

● Internet Archive: Wayback Machine
● Subject-specific repositories

https://www.datarescueproject.org/current-efforts/
https://archive.icpsr.umich.edu/datalumos/home
https://help.archive.org/help/wayback-machine-general-information/


Digital Preservation Practices at the University of 
Maryland

● DRUM
● APTrust (Academic Preservation Trust)

○ Consortium of institutions committed to providing a preservation repository for digital 
content; accepts digital materials from member institutions and provides redundant 
storage in the cloud

● Mass Digitization and Digital Collections
○ Digitizing and preserving materials in legacy formats

● Born-Digital Archives
○ Materials that have always existed in digital form

● Web Archiving
○ Part of records management mandate to preserve University records
○ Web crawlers: start from a specific website (“seed”), then “crawl” to follow a trail of 

hyperlinks. 
○ Archive Webpage application: software used to capture dynamic content (like animated 

features) that web crawlers miss

https://lib.guides.umd.edu/records/umd


Can I help archive data?  YES

The situation is rapidly evolving, but there are organizations that are 
ready to support you in describing and uploading data!

● Data Rescue Project: Ways You Can Help
● Five Things to Know about ICPSR Data Rescue Efforts 

(including how to contribute)

Each repository has its own guidelines for preparing metadata and 
uploading data.

https://www.datarescueproject.org/ways-you-can-help/
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/about/cms/6160
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/about/cms/6160


Can I help archive data?  YES

● Data Rescue Project: Ways You Can Help
○ Identify data for downloading
○ Check The Tracker
○ Host a data rescue event
○ Troubleshoot tech issues
○ Resources

■ Data inventories
■ Upload to Data Lumos

https://www.datarescueproject.org/ways-you-can-help/
https://baserow.datarescueproject.org/public/grid/Nt_M6errAkVRIc3NZmdM8wcl74n9tFKaDLrr831kIn4
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OYLn6NBWStOgPUTJfYpU0y0g4uY7roIPP4qC2YztgWY/edit?pli=1&gid=1855551901#gid=1855551901
https://archive.icpsr.umich.edu/datalumos/home


Screenshot of the Data Tracker



Can I help archive data?  YES

● Data Rescue Project: Ways You Can Help
○ If you host a data rescue event: 

■ Lesson Plan
● Choose a dataset and download 
● Nominate the URL To US Government web & Data Archive
● Organize downloaded data
● Create Data Lumos Workspace and Upload the files
● Fill in data
● Publish

https://www.datarescueproject.org/ways-you-can-help/
https://www.archives.gov/records-mgmt/policy/web-records


Screenshot of data inventories spreadsheet



Can I help archive data?  YES

● Five Things to Know about ICPSR Data Rescue Efforts (including how to 
contribute)
○ ICPSR is a data tracker/archive space; since 1962
○ Uses DataLumos to house the data.
○ Over 800 institutions participate, including UMD
○ 465+ datasets are held in DataLumos - Jan 1, 2025
○ You can suggest data sets to rescue

https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/about/cms/6160
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/about/cms/6160
https://archive.icpsr.umich.edu/datalumos/home
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/6f0a094ed0b648e9911574c72d807949


Data Rescue Event Toolkit

● One Art History Professor, One Historic Preservation Professor
○ Interested in: 

■ NEA and NEH grants
■ Census data
■ Drawings

● Historic Buildings that are housed at Library of Congress:HABS/ 
HAER collections

● Archaeological sites
○ Event in the fall with graduate students.

MAPPschool and Art History Event in April

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1LvDRyTv7AznlzyuNnk0w5P5mWtd185OB?usp=drive_link
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/u/1/d/1cHCTXssMWuMweRLUjGQKtsck_rg7v4tMg7cpfzDQil8/htmlview?urp=gmail_link&ref=theartrebellion.net&usp=embed_facebook


Our Own Libguide: How can I contribute to the guide?

● The guide is a living document and will be regularly updated 
○ Tracking Federal Information and Data Resources

● If you have recommendations or corrections, email lib-research-data@umd.edu

https://lib.guides.umd.edu/datarescue
mailto:lib-research-data@umd.edu


Tracking Federal 
Information and 
Data Resources 

LibGuide

https://lib.guides.umd.edu/datarescue
https://lib.guides.umd.edu/datarescue
https://lib.guides.umd.edu/datarescue
https://lib.guides.umd.edu/datarescue


Thank You!

Thank you to everyone who helped put together this libguide:

Cindy Frank, Celina McDonald, Josh Westgard, Michelle Wilson, Pam 
McClanahan, Amy Wickner


