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In 2007, Congress authorized (re)investigations into racially motivated homicides before 1970. While many of these cases would not see 
“courtroom justice,” victims and their families deserve to have their stories heard. This research project examines a case from 1960 in Louisiana, 
when five black men, Earnest McFarland, Albert Pitts, David Pitts, Alfred Marshall, and Charlie Willis, were shot by their white employer, Robert 
Fuller. Only Willis survived the attack. In reviewing a range of both archival and contemporary sources, I encountered a narrative from Willie 
Mae Pitts Sallie, sister to two of the victims, explaining why she forgave Fuller for his criminal actions. In an effort to further explore how 
relatives of lynched persons cope with intergenerational racial trauma, I engage Sallie’s response as an illustrative example of the power of 
storytelling with regard to the public memory of lynching.  Storytelling is widely regarded as an identity-building and constitutive tool; for this 
project I produced a written anthology of short stories, to promote a broadly accessible retelling of this story, enacting a space to cope with the 
trauma of this memory, as well bring awareness to the trauma that lynching enacts on a family, community, and region. 
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There is a continued need for accessible black history; a need for stories 
that humanize and discuss the past injustices with earnesty and dignity. 

Portrayals of the personhood of lynched people and their families is a 
particularly underrepresented aspect of black history. We recover the 
emotionality and humanity of lynching by constructing robust narratives, 
treating the people involved as humans with full lives rather than statistics 
or bodies. Storytelling has the potential to re-humanize those society has 
vilified and to foment “a culture of respect for human rights throughout 
society.”(1) When survivors share their stories and reveal society’s culpability 
in their trauma, they enact what McGovern describes as a “victim-led 
resistance.”(2)

Inspired by the case, historical record, and a media interview given by Pitts 
Sallie later in her life, I wrote an anthology of short stories. By digitally 
reproducing my work, it becomes accessible: for anyone, of any age, to 
access at any time. 

Markovitz argues that lynching is a metaphor that serves as a lens of 
understanding past racial interactions, as well as current ones.(3) Narrative 
historiography can be viewed as a healthy symptom of the larger 
storytelling revival in the previous 30 years, despite reluctance on behalf of 
academics and practitioners.(4) By writing this anthology, I hoped to 
encourage an embrace of storytelling within academic spaces, acting on the 
discomfort of scholars. When governments move to enact official versions 
of history and criminalize naysayers, the forum of public memory is 
diminished. It is the scholar’s responsibility to approach traumatic topics 
such as lynching with respect to the humanity of affected parties. 
Storytelling centers the victims’ lived experiences and while providing a 
consistently accessible outlet.

The Power of Storytelling

Willie Gibson also worked for Fuller but fled before his coworkers were lynched out of fear for 
his life. His participation in the Great Migration is discussed in the “Let the Leaves Grow” chapter 
of my anthology of short stories.

Abstract

You can read my anthology of short 
stories inspired by this case here: 
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