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ploce ¢ etony o8 authority -n Corvin's verdiet coneerning the lomen
Cutholdie Chareh, will do likewlee wilh bias wverdlot euncorning ‘norien.
Reluotatce o sceopl Coxvinl's wriblngs ss s whole hog beoen vet
with ip the historical £iald, whare some men give ercdence to eorinin
perte of his books Tt doubt thope perts which do not it ints thelr
eongept ~f the gliuw:tion. 7o be sure one must delermine nhether the
gtatesants uidier songliderstion sre Corvins own or borrowlnz: 1o
snether soures, and this is net wlways suny to de. The resdiness,
howewsr, to cecopt certsln portions of hie worke wpd refect sthory
1p pod f20r 0 u omir whe ondesvored to write wlth econglasternt integsrity,
dueh less Justifisblie lg the tendengy of others 4o repudlals Wis
wrltings do whole or iv (0%t beeruge they wre gugpleicus of Lin 2v zre
repeiled by certein sgpects of Ydp persopelity., The suthor iz wdil
swars of Corvints peveonal shorteoninge, though he fecls they ars
for »nd ore well wubwelghed by his virtues., drs ted vt Dorvints
geli-.dulctlion ot tines re:ched colossel projoriiona, 1t ddd -
prevent hls finding good in hip fellow men, s»nd gronted that orn element
of chesr Ypmuehroking® =ooeavs in some of his works, it i1l does not

e

restyradn hizn Ivor expressing bigh and lofty seniimests i othern. ihe
asuthor dogs woed Seel that e would heve solected Coreln for o boon

com snion, but he einet help zdniring the sop vhe rrodes Bile whan
gannot oredlt ctbhoers with gresipens and nobllity conteing none of tLhese
gualities in hlogelf,®

Py
T

Besides alding in the clirificotion of Corvinly churacier oud his

3 PR S ER— B g - g L RP— ’ 3 v
writinge; 3% i %0 be bLoped thie work will ooon s an sdditlopsl pouree

of inforsciion o thaee doing rese sk in ihe Civil or period, Lorvin¥a
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BLOGRAIBICAL BuCEGROURD

Dtto von Corvin-Tlersblieki wea » devcendant of the Corvin family
thet hed its origing In Hungary. deong his Lllustrious wwestors wos
Johann Corvin Hunyndi, Hungery's gresil hero whe defected the Turks at
Belgrade in 1456. The breneh of the fanily from whieh Covwin porung
moved b an early perisd to Polend :nd later, ecruse of its sdhores
to the Luthersm veliglon, to Eapt Prussla, where the nepe of the

locaidty , wog fncluded In the famlly nume o woke 1t Corvine

Filerabickl or Tiersbitzkl, :

Corvin hinself wrp born in Cumblnnen, Uctober 1k, 1812, sz the
yeungost of four children. BHis eorly 1ife¢ theve forme sn intevesting
chngtor or bwe io his wmemelrs w1th sccounte of bunting fursys, trivels,
speoyndog, snd 1ife on ap Fagd Prusslsn lirnded eptote. ¥Fhille he wnp
#bill wexy young, hie motheor, nes Mendel, ddvorced hig fother and
werried Dr. Berphurd Thiersch, s secundiry school tescher (Dtudieunrat)
of sonsidersble sbillity. This stepr on the purt of his wmother nu doubt
Bad o fereresching influsence on Coprvielsy leter life.

Hig fotbherts hovee offored 11tdle thot would heve anceo

develoisisnt of » boy lnte o cen of letters. Typlesl of mavy hones of

the smell landed no 3 house conbrined no b e wre Few
the small londed nobility, ihe house contrined 13brer e e

iersbe, Folis: for mesdow. From this Corvip derived the
y&ﬁuﬁmﬁvm Q%ﬁm VO @ﬁr Veiden upnder which name he publ iﬁ&@é hmth ﬁ@&ﬁﬁg
«né Bhe Huryszde Ses Otto won Corvin, idn Leben yolier '
Fronkfurter &}mi&m@w—»ﬁm&mre&i s Frank Bains l‘%}m, e ﬁ%. Het
after referved to¢ as Zlp Leben.




et

boclis thet were awallable perisined either to unting or the gure of
horses. 4o intellectusl miliev wus econpletely lucking,

At Lyk, on the other m, in the Erguriss lske region, whore
Corvin remained for & period with his mother and stepfuther while
attending school (Gywnasiun), be hed mmple opportunity to develop &
tegte for good literature. Perhapy more ¢t then the Gyptasig
iteelf wne the extepeive library of his stepfuthers There the young
Gorvin read until "his hesd pmoked™, snd there he becsme sequeinted
with the best German writers - above sll, Sehiller, who, though he is
only msentiomed in pagsing, bac consideradble influence on an impressions
eble lad, At the m@eraf e stepfather he szlso made his firet
sequaintance with & flesh-snd-blood poet, the ueture poet Hiller,

Ror dig his msufaw%miammmgmmaem poetry
go unnotiesd, ‘!harmutlgk&aﬁmfma&ﬁmgammw
wes later o build,

In the apring of 1821 Corviy returned to Gumbinpen where he
ressined until the deeth of hip father in the following yeer. Ismediately
theveaf{ter he laft with MMe mother for Berlin, where an sttespt vas mede
to have him emrclied in the sxelusive cadet corpse. Failing in this,
mother and son preceedsd to Ealderstadt, and Corvin sttendsd the eathedrsl
school for two years. Here lw onoe wore oume under the influence of his

atept &Mﬂa

%ervin‘m stepfather wos the somposer of the Prussien songs
#lch bin ein Preusse, kemnt ihr meine Farben.® Be alzo wrote three
Mm%rmmw. mmm: Wmm
gde Endka, »nd Der Rrel-Yellsher Brolgt.




although residont in *miberstadt, Corvin's molbar eontinued in
her effords to get her sopn ploced in the cudet eorpss. ihis wus
Plaelly effocted through o lstter whieh she sddreszed to the fing of

vy s

Prugpis. In the spring of 1824, ot the - go of iwelve, Torvis pracouded
to sotedan snd sse socepted in the wilitary scndemy shied =0 that $ine
enralled  boat 150 ewdets. Hig 110e ¥here followsd f%ir‘” plricet

RS §

militory routine, snlivened by the ususl pramks snd hezing o

o B

gueh ireditutlons. Be romelined theres for thres yeours snd later oolled

v 3
Ll ~Eant of hiz ife.

feteder e phoved himgell sy industricuy student wilir preclsl
interests An bielory end Germun. Hip lditerary $upde wig encour.ged
Ly reguinr wipltes to the (hester and through good books shieh wers
mods svellible by the sehool :authoriiiaﬁ;é The ecdets of thely own

seeord ergendied ¢ pert of literary civele with Friedrieh wor fellet
5

gt

s ¥

holr beod, thie perlcd Corvin seds hip firel stienpt 2t

&

B

?‘l

eriting, sompoping 2 tragedy in versze entitled Jumarghe.

31 i interccting to note in ihds regerd thet while Corvinm wus
republicin in pentiments, he was nm% neeepparily antimilitarys

The supervieion of older csdets, the ﬁdﬁuﬂ@ﬁ%&ﬁﬁ o privete
and noneonaizsionsd officer a%“”'*u&ﬁﬁ . mogl o il andd
rosssnable; the codete thus lecrvoed froom gauth opEsrds Lo secustom
themgelves to pupctuslilily, order, and shbeoluls obedlenes, Bul ulso
the rudinantory basle of commanding, an axt shich L2 by fsr O
Sifficult then that of obeyisg snd which ought B0 e sueh more
twdieds Corving iln Leben, Vole I, o 77

&ﬁman@ the books which Corvin read bers with gongldershle delipght
wers the works of Jeres Fenlmore Coopor.

SFriedrioh vor Gellet (1312-1843) frow Hedise, dewmoor:tleslly
minded, weg 2 oot of shllesopblezl, panthelstic lyries snd ballsds,
He sloo wrote short stories. His besteinown work Le bos Leienevengoliume

6ﬂw$%wwyaﬁ by Corvin becouse of adverse oriticiom,.



m‘

" g : . s ; ” o g . i o R . S . 8 A e
Lo 1887 be vos ftrsnslerred or oropsbel Lo dhe Berifin oliitouy

S S— " N . 4 N VIR W v gt £
where he goond dharee mors verrs prepering for hlsz ecmmlizaion

in the Fruselsyn oriye Thie veriod wep nlmiler to thed du Yobtaden wilh
porhsps sope of the carefree elemenie ondtteds In 1830 he wen oot
misgioned snd sasigred $o the 36th Infantry Hegiment st Ueyonce.

The seorunt of lorvints 1ife ug & young officer fg Filled with
deperiptions of sccentrie officers, lowe [ sirs, dvelling, tricy salong
the fbdne, ond bollz and geebliing s peerby VWilesgbaden., 14 preseris
an exirenely ilnteresting pieture of the goelsl Life of the tiwos, Lut
curn herdly be trested fully heres Rl polnt of view, however, oope

eerning the dongars that ile walting % enspars o young officer sive
roathar interesting inalght intoe his cheructers. Certainly the followe

ing persgrssb should be ineluded in sny ewmiuetlion whieh one sight rabke

pakng ono esrd pleying were the roclhe on whieh many s
san s foundereds 1 muel adelt & s puoprised thet thie
hie are inellined

weg rot move [vejwently the cape, and those w
ng bhompelves

o Judge offieers peversly should try to L
in ithelr scsltione Then other young peop le of their age
sere phlil pliding cround on selwed benooes, tw young
pffieer fo wiready scceounted o meny when cezsiong swaken
temptetions prees ko frvom sdl pldes and o pwterpal gulcsr
Bove Lran cwer necesnily, then he is free; older offleers
boplewd ndae reb only through thelr ensnpley but ridicuie win
“ e wishes Yo play the nen of wirtve; felss ﬁ?%&z;ﬁﬁ oyl w2
foipe Pewlling of houor drive hia to pertdelpsds in sed iw‘itﬁ.&ﬁ
wideh Bis fecling fn pord apd in sert bis topte ﬂ%"’“" sgningd

2 " X e 4 Py s,
cmhil b Lo Dlnmlly drod

R J‘ﬁé

win dmbo the voriex.
aring tho thrse yesse ihet Corvie ressined sbetiomed lo tayense,

e wer oiten in the company of won fsllet, whom he sevecislly liked

?ﬁ‘s}i"ﬁ"iﬁ; Ein Lobasn, Vole I, 3o 151,



becsuse of hiz litersey abllities. It 1z nulte likely thst von Sallstts
opinlon of nilitary 1ife mry heve sffected Corvin, since he gradually
began to express a dislike of the rigld militrry coste dlstinctiona
and the aluogl wmbridgeable gap betwesn militery and comanners, He
guntes Goosthe's lelder des lunwen dertheyr to prove thel many & comnonerts
duughter may swke an éexeellent wife for sn officer. His own alischrent
for = glrl of lower sooial standing and hig vlitinats merrisge sutside
the pobility find justificstlion therein,

#ihile Jorvin was s1ill at “syence the July Hevolution brokes out
in Paris, and the Khinelanders, closely s2kin to the French in tesper-
zrent, expressed thelr gympalhy with events in the nelghboring country

by weuring cockedes and singlng the s Proaductiong of

Filhelin Jell were forbidden bocause of thelr effect upen the publie,
Althowen Corvin biuself states that his own politiesl congelousnesns

was not sufflclently developed st thls tlme, he shaved more the feselings
of the peosle than those of the existing governsenis.

In 1833, after his veturn from a leave Yo Berlin, Corvin wes
tronsforred to Fronkfort 1o take part in the scoupation of that ity
heenuge of 2 pollitleal lunsurrection of its inhebitants, He wng
guartered in the houss of & ¥r. Cordini, an Italo«lerasn, with whose
davghisr he soon fell in love, Before msrrisge coult toks lace, howasver,
Corwin wng trasnaferved with hie regiment to 3asrlouis, 1¢ saz ithere that
he decided to becone an autbor, orobably not so much out of conviotlion
2g through desire to eurn en independent living, Lf he were to marey a
girl =f lovwer birthe In order to enrry out nis plan, hae lncedistely

topk e correspoudence with von Sallel whose advice in this meitter he



v Lued .‘v.a:igi"zly.e

The Lirst shord ptovy he wrols wny onload "Dle hocheell suf Sonnens-
stein® and dealt with the Peusavds? dare Lt was vaver cubliashed, howevsy,
and wasm lnber lost among ble papers. A lyvie contsined in 1f ana

3

sublished in the wider tha title %uorgernsinendehenY, He Yhen

bagan a flve-cclt tragedy in blanmk verse eoalled iupvgden, the maisrisl
hoing taken from his foally haetorve For siidltery lnstrustion Dorvin had

gles sritben, while at Saarlouls, » booklet entitled Die Scohwimmk

(e Art of Swlaning). These Clrat atbesnts ai writing geve hic an
opporturity to gain practice v ensosition oven L they hrought little
reaaunarstion or recognition.

Inn 1835 be wne released from that nrmgy st bis own re vssi angd
proceeded 0 Lelipslg where he piannsd to oarry out o serlous eswoalan
of writing. There he compleled the Hunysden =nd began »n tragedy in
prose, Qe Graefln ¥oo

Threae solta were cuapleted of ths latier wori, bul L1 s aopavrentl
2 s E

. A 19
{The Uountess of Chatsaubriond).

naver sublizshed.

3

& nuasber of extresely interesting letvers by von Sallet appear
in their entively 1n Li%g you Lowvip, srine LRl uuG DeLnen ushen,
F. ihisl, Publisher, Leipzigs 1880. Herealter refwrred to as
P AL .

piduskaila, of which ne trnee has besn found; shwuld not be
caﬂfu&@ﬁ with the Lagh-amer il che Dldusieily, published o

Beltiasve frosm 1@&3-1843 %?m¢r %aciﬂ&;

hL R . e
Covrvin was undoubtedly lmpressed hy the nistor: »f hisg Ll uwstrious
sncegtor and meant so far so oossibls o ssulste hilz Lhrowbhout hits 1ife,

AL ospe timg his pver conzidered hﬁ?‘“in& = un&);iﬁﬂ author. He sbo 1emd

this idea aflsr & letter {rom von Sallet,




During a short stsy in Dorimund Corvin carried his plan through

furtrer by writing shortd articles for « wesily puper the el

Lovording to hisg own regori, he created a gensgeiion with "Letlern from
the Hoon®, written in a bhumoristic tone sboul Dovisund by & suoposed
interplanstayy visltor. Here he also suceewded in getting the Hupwaden
published, though peralssion for its distribuidon wus withheld Ly the
censor "hecsuse of the meny obscene idees and scenes®, 4 comedy
sentitlied Hagaan, sdepted fron the JQOQL Blebhtg, he dedicated tu von
Sullet,

In 1837 at Hapteriide he Left Westohelie for Franmipfort to try his
luck &5 & dresntic reader. Since there was only one pald adnission to
his firut performance, he cuickly sbandoned thisg ides. Ir the unsan—
tize pﬁt&fﬂ&i friends advised iz W sesk & wilitery appolintnent st
some small German courts. After & number of sonths spent In viaiting
the various capltals of Germany without finding o sulteble positlion,
Corein returnsd to Fronkfort and suvceseded in getiing Wilhelm Riagar,
the Frankfort merchant, libersl, and philanthropist t finarnce the
publishing of & newspaper for hunters oalled Der Jngzer (The Hiuniter).
Semewhnt fypleal of Corvin's unbounded optimiss wag hig sttempt to

publish the paper dolly with & Sundey edition entitled Dar

ingier (The sundey Hunter). fGhiz idea he hﬁé‘hm shundon ecause of
insulficient naterial, In one of the izsuves he pubilshed a baliad of
von Sailet, modeled on Peroy's Rell ugs, ard paid him the flvst
iltersry fee he ever received,

“iihough Der dsgger fired proved suveesnful, Ucrvin deelded,

beesuge o unfovoreble weiting conditions, to Lesvs Frankfort and so to



Leipziz. shile thare be made svrsngements with Hartkooon o ubileh

z Journel on borses, Rgr i {ihe Loyvel Stsbles)s. In Seplecier

1839, however, he returned o Frankfort and ~{ler securing oltisensnip

thare aerried Helene Cuardini. Upon his veturrn to Lelpeig with his

wife, he sap foreed to give wy further sublication of Der dageer bLoosnuse
of bDapkruptey procesdings sgainst the sublisher. This csused Corvir

to thinis of writing soweilbing wmore substuntlial, ard he at last eane
upon the ides of ariting o history. Awsre of the fset that Sehiller
hed ot one tise begun work on & hlstory of the Duteh FRebelllioen, he
decided to curry this work through to coupletlion, In 1840 he sivoned
& contraet with the Fleischer Publishing House for o two-volune work
e Freiheliskriss (The Duteh Bar for

independence). On the completion of the Lirst voluse Corvir enrs into

sntitled Der nigs

giffienity with his ublisher who refused to send {ree cogsissy io the
book reviewers. 43 & result only a few copiss sere sold and hw woe
forced to forepo the fees he ailght beve realiized frow his work. almost
vl the point of givimg up further work, he sccldentelly learied that the
firegt volwse had slresdy heen trensleted lote Duteh ard nad sopesred n
Apsterden well-pricted snd illustroteds. The fugterdsy publisher bBinger
shoprtly aftersards got 1o tewch width Corvin and ssde srraopesants Lo
Ppublish the history in zix volues. Yhls coonection with Binger proved
to be a very Lavornble one,

From the soint of wiew of aenial stinuleltiorn, Corvin'g residerce

in Laipelg proved mopt fruitfvle Along with thirtsen olbery he belped

ht
I » 1

dingeyr letoer rccepiled Lorvinis i AUS Leiuen usheh
for publication ot a tine when no Geraan kuhiiﬁ,ar would acoepd it.




s assoglistlon of young, iibersl writers

thoat bed for Lte jurpese old to Germen authorse It sejualnded thom with

sk bivng An regord to ublishers, the aublle ot Livege, 2nd the

govornsent end clee gave sonelery helo Lo those wrdtere i peed of ite

Ey

ey

ibe pooiety =met onee ¢ woeok. Through 1t Corvin esne to iow personnlly

1

@ Lurge numbar of Gope mentloned ore Frisdrieb
Garpteevker, Aol Glaggbrenner, llexsnder Yell, Geoerg Herwegh, luritz
’ > 4 re el ’

Hartmenn, %91lhels Jdovden, Voffmenn von Fallerslebeq, Helnrieh Helne,

dooryg fuelme, and tilhels Slenbvirge The list thres sentioned slso

ey

belonged to the grow; which called ltself Dog Junge Deu Lisung

12
Germany), of whieh Corvin wee not v mesber.

thds dime Llee ezme fto know Alewseder Held whom he

. \ . _— 13
cublish o nolidieosl newapaper for sll of Geymanys~  The

{The Loeomciive) spd 4 nmore, sccoprd-

ing % Corvin, in ferwsrdlng co1l1desd thought thar of the blg

s
Fa
£5

o

s opee A K3
=uge of Lte

o
g
£

prrarg.s &b oees suigresped od the end of zix zmorths
peilticul saiiress The asrtlele espsolally obiected Lo conecried ihe
Ring of Bewerle and Lola Hontes, and was sritien by Gorvin biogelf.

Held, 2p She sdilor, wus forced to serve o yrizon torm.

t ans time CGorvin wug extresely lulerested in suetching snd
peinting. Thiaz interest earried over Into ble litersyy work, and
the result is that one finds ch.r cler sketohes of mest of the
above-mentioned authors but litile aboul thelyr eorke oy their
influence on Corvin himself.

lBE ledrich FMliilem Held, sctor, pamphleteer, orstor, who Look
A iew&iaa ~zat iﬁ th@ Q&it&awl u; hﬁu?wi in Jé?@iﬂ. Hoe was vell kpown
Lghooptive. He praduslily
i&il frum uia faﬁitiwn sf feaar b%ﬂahﬁ& of advece tang undfliention of
Gorpery under Prusesiss lesdershipe
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Ir the polltiond thas Lo the religicus Izplie ticwe. in oy oude bhes
Locked upon the Cathollo Church se resctlonnry ung out of atep with
the times. Inflvenced by Herder's philosophy and without orihodes
religlous convictions of his own, be declded 1o uld the movenent by
eriting » book Whet sonld uncover the sbuses of cotholicisne 7o thie
end He wrote snd jublished in 1945 Bletordeche |

{fdetoriesl Testimoniels of Christisn Fenatlelen), lster

revised
Birehe (Historlesl Tepbimenisle of Funatieiom in the Bomen Cutholle

Craweh) or Der ifufisns | (The ‘viegte?! Eirrovle. loneurrerily un

the noperolitienl side be edited ¢ sporting slmense =08 abllished &

(Vest-iooket Book for unisrs

pnd heture Lovere).

In gollabortlon ewith held he slso began work

i m o5 2
He felt thet the emisting history bocks =are either Lo lerrmed or

Yodk (Iliuvetrsted dorld Metory for the

failed te cregent bletordicel svonts in o troe 1ighis.

Yriting fellied o eeou,y ell of his time, however, go thotd when
the oity of Lelpizlg begun coneldering the coseibility f construecting e
gwimming »ood W orevent susercous coses of drowning in the Plelsse ond
Eleter riverg, Coreln Interested hivgelf in the delibwpations -nd
Linally took up soilve purt ss divector of the roole In copmectivn with
this sotivity be dewelored = rheumstle eondition tat forced hin to try
the buths »t Wleabsden. Duripg his abeenve from Lei; ciy sn uprising
took ploce snd Held ves ferced $o flee to Berline. Thus ended lor » time

the glose ngsoel tion of the o eV




Ga Corwin's coturn Su Lelpsig he ublishad the

siehde whileh found both acelalz snd bayersz. It sas teoginted

fnto Deedish syd jublished by the liberal Boron Hjsrte. The Illustrations
in the book, howover, wre & poures of sonoysnee to Corvin becwuse of
thelr leek of cloritye Ip order to hove eleaver oses, Covvin finsily
warnt 50 foar ss Lo buy sy wapsternted provess of Llluptrating devaloped

and imnroved fros the Inglishepniented glyohography. He gpent cores
sldersble time workimg on the perfectlon of ithis inventiome. Finslly

he moved with hie wife to Gothus where his work wes subsldized Ly the

Duke of Goths himselfs In the sutumn of 1847 he progressed o the

seint ehere he weo ready with his flrsl procfs, He thoer deelded on a
triy to Cevis in secreh of & petent and s manufoeturer, Hefore leaving,

however, he cumpleted his work on Jox plede

gnd the firet volune of hies Blos

(Biogrs: bles of Historicnlly Fasous dlstrespes). This delsy brought
his dzte «uwrds fn tise for the February fevolullon snd ehunged the
whole ¢ourse of hiz leter Gsroeer.

Hilg interesat in the Februery bovolution whieh brovghti obout the
shdiestion of Lounis Philippe wap not ilimited to un idle cobesevrwnilon of
events in the French espdituls Uesring that & ®Uerssn lemoerstic
foclety™ uuder the leadorshly of Georg Herwegh hed begun recrulting
troong wogtly smong Gersan leberers in Peris in sz aitenpt to form e
domoerstie expiditionary force snd feeling pure that o rovludion would
aloe bresk cul eapl of the Rhdue, Corvin went to lerwegh, laced his
militory Enowledge 1 hile service, and begen tralving & motley zssoviument

ai weluntoors.
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The zeane ot bead, towever, were mot snlficlents Help wes sought
PFrom the newly Tormed Fremeh government, whieh, ungertain ef ite oun

voaition, hesitoted, ther floelly sdvineed n sue giiyuleted by Herwsgh

of &,000 france, Thies wpount sopesred ridiculous to Uorvin, vho wog far

move pvere then Beesegh of what the troops needed, Toking the satier
in ble sen hunds, he & prosched Me Fiocon, » aminipter of the jrovisiomsl
government, snd suceeeded in oblslnlng sn additiomal 4,000. & promise
of venpone of the cart of Floeon never mnterinlized.

Af%er ¢ period of tysiplog in Farls under zosewbrst demoralising
eonditions, the P®ropublieun lesglon®, numbering «bout o thoussnd pew,

afly Germen but slec including some Freneh and Feligh, procestded to

Stragbourge Hecsuge of the nonmll ﬁxy ghersctey of Ids londery,
6 |
Cifficultior soom wrope. Corvin, sho recognired tie soures of
diffionlty, finelily suceseded in settlng Herwogh to recluce sdyibert
von Hornstedt with Helurieh Boernstein es troop cow &@3,17 He hinmgeld
vop Bosrnsteinte Genersl Stefl Chief,

v zplte of Insuificlen: arss and smeuniticn, the legion sroseed

the didne ot Eerbs on Laster Mongdey, 1848, dv an atlempt 2o Join forces

18
with Hecker's sruy st Rendern in Baden. On =rriving oo the esst bopk

16, Aceordipg to Corvie, Herwegh, who knew poibing shout allitary
aff&gra, g able Lo insilre but modl Yo conduct & ndliitary e%“ﬂﬁiti@ﬁg
This opindon lp substaptioted by Kiewrds Hueh, gls Sikas ve <<71 WHig

noture had notbing of the deternination, the ﬁ»f&n&%@n@ﬁﬁ, w% t wmanstes
iwwm sis roempe He wus on the eontrary, regorved and earily lost in
reverie, in it regerd a coasletely Sweblun poet." ind Vell Yelontin,
Qus Biles Vole I, e 486, sayst ®Hervwegh was iﬂﬁﬁgé comletely unsuited
for saeh »n position of lesdershis.”

1*@&??&%'% fudgment ip this wmetter ls corzoborsied by Valanidoe

L

% ?‘5«"’2»# IX; ‘;«, éﬁgé&t

This ptotement in taken from Veit ¥sl 5 Corvin
sacount the legion erossed ot ﬁaaﬂaa&@im + d §2§%§§ uzggégjihh b Corvints
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Joln Uigelts und Struve'ly fovees in pouthern Deden. Thip

divided befure the lupiow esuld recch

Sgiteorlaade

to aseek refuge In
dlone sud Incdecuately eudyved, the deglon slge creceeded tonapd

yi‘fvzlt i {".r; [

: - 1y T 3 BE . ny i Y
Jad owper confilel en roule, Hlzled oy

e E Lo %R e 2 -
voguide, ot Medepdongunt within
44y st oked wng An e ite of brove popis
e N PN s . L PEo -9 co K ampr or Segery oo g . 3 [y o gt g s
Sarvin sed s o blackssith o Sdessbours vio wmidtierionde

roshourg » fresh siurt vas made to recrulld nevw foroos in

coonersbion ¥ 1ttt Dtrvwe and Relvzen, the Lsetter veling furnds suypdied hiv

Commities wus Dormed of whlch Corwin wus elecled prepident,  The
effectivensss of the complittse wia soow wndermicved by retty Jeclouvsles

and footlionel dig utes, end the lesders vere finelly fovreed o Lo ve

f

74,
e

, B 5 .
Froree by order of the French goveroeent. Corvin, therefore, sooco ted
invit-tlion from Hold to refurs to Berlin snd grontinue 4o work ow

rogurracted

)
Lide

* NEVY DT T SN
womatdee . whiich Held b

repnlon in Ledszlig.

grriviog ir Serlin Iy Gelober 1848, he wes immedliotely lotroduced

by Held inte the colitienl gommotion of Lhe doye

us demverzitle neemblles, cluba, and

no agbive sard in thely deliberr tions. lewvrriholens,

Lp0r & full *reat&smt of the lefugeos' ild Cormlitee soes Utto

Filteverger, o deniocien copldtioshen Daeshillogg L i xon
SB830-IELS, Vi Mat"‘me‘xih&, Beriin: 1910,

LY
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goving, Uonrvin odn deolded 1o throw in Bis 1ot =0in the demooy ilic
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no dog ceddticnl congensions might resulis. The
2Q

ihds u;;riﬂng » the most promising of o ciut beo une

of *‘;z.%w frilurs of the Baden govermmont to suioort the Heleh eonstitution

Lorpaloted by the Frankfort dssenbly. It broke oul firgl in
mvilar orotest againet the arrest of » goldier »ho, during « nuss

xm@tin&g, m?gm‘x the militsry to Join with the people cgeinst the poverrnmeni

wrt of the new fongtlitution, From there 1t soresd ouiekiy

‘k;hz'x wghout o entire steto,

:’*l ' .3 . *
Blepker J.,»:mew dlating: i.z:"w 33.*
gernerzl fn the b ottle of Crozs Heyoe
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Wilbels von rvelsgohler from Dyesden woag o menber of the
akford S arilosent Wm MHE doter wode clvil commisgioner oy Mojns
heln by Lhw crvevielonal Govelnwent of Beden. Mo we sxecotod Oieop
the ewllionge of the Aevolution in 1843

stement L8 rot in bis wemolrs tut o Otto von Corvin,
mg; Beiodt, Uessnar and Sobriam, Leip zi : LEB2, Vol. 1,
ve 0% eresfteor referred to s Por Nevszelt.
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rellacenent of Blenk

&

domoorctic Ioreet,

3'._,&@ o
. A T

e i & " ' R T . L R R Y R e gy
gualities of wiliitery les grsbly ind [ evponnl

I 3 v o e " - v 3 n’um
glrscted succerefully nflilery anersils

oy

Doynrisng when they ntireked Nannheloe However; by the ond o

regolved the o

the coxitlor there 2lszo begime unbtensbhle

withdrey Lo Ko ﬁ'&m‘

The it tion within the Fordress of Duasteit

8

fretion o

sng bhe troops apd offiesrs, emfusion; wnd

gounterrev - intion prevented 2wy Jegres of ailit effgetiveness Irom

enltion =

1 SRS

ing reschod,  Gorwip, who gred ol

b3

o roipted (hiel of Whw Gener:l Dtalil Wy Goetow

oot af abecs d o be 1itile

e bring ord

L WJJuly V7, 1842, ofter o prolonged slsgeg,

pegotl tlons with lenersl you der Uroeben, comnoy Lan
troops, theld vere Lo end wiih sorrendoer. & suggestlon by won der
praeben that Tledennrn choese dwo offivers for s regonnalssence trip

5

o gouthern Beden to delermime whelber help {rom

5

hat diveceticn could

b locked for, wes cveepted, Corvin end sfor Lang were the leo afflesrs

e hettd cobed for three doye. When Covvls fiansdly ~ .
Taadwi e ,fm » ﬁw Pruselens vere foreed m wivx& E%e AL wES f;zmrﬁy
aftey ceou,dlad by the Bovarisng.

Suet Mbert Fosrderer, Il i L s Sualedt, Schoesperlin
Publisher, Lahry 188k, pe 7L £f, fov ﬁm best deseriytion of conditions
within the {ortress.
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2

soelected, Dropaed ln oivilisy olothes

bbb

rotre- ted lnto Britrarlend and thet logiatl nog

wog pervaltted

1w oof goma 20,000 men,

de Anitervipy the (hied of the Gororsl SE0Y of the Privec oF Prussisz

and pevelged In word iF not in writing the rrowize of honezeble

tyastment In eoge of survender, O Dorvielts refurn 3o Hexbatd o

goeonedl of wey ves wld awd bin rerord recomeanding surverder oo
26

raude The coupell seoepted

him to srrampe for finel Sormnms.

feom the Prugpiny comandor moare thar 2 ororige of #2114

nditdoned murrender, These conditiong were resopied

lacders on Toveinte sdviee, ned the oornewrs

vore sipmed ot Migdeorbuebl on July

13 trentment, howvever, wors not kept.  Corvin

weve nighondled rad fovrison

gentence wre comonited to oo yenrs leorlscte

gty Siw of Ihese ten yeorg Corvin spomt ir cricen o1 Bevehesl, moatly

3«4

s eyswrilpess woetnt ol Corvin'i weliope ene L joce
of tuds &ﬁhﬂ&ih are recorisd by Curl Beburi, DL » Voie £y
;l;-”“".s.l?*w f:’;_iﬁ:‘. & iimﬁft .&‘Jr'x"%{m I‘, i&q m,, ,~' 3

Fidlog
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in solityvy confinement and under dejlorsble Living condiiiong, while
v wife tried slbth unceasing devetlon o gel nim releapsed. BDurlng
his imprisonsent he oceupled nduwpell with painting, writing sescirs,
working on lae isprovement of his invenidlon, and siith the study of
WL:%.&:: groanare He was Linally freed on Jeleber £, LE5% turough the
intercession of Dettlna von ﬁmi:ag? """
dnce relsased he took u,{.,a‘ vepidence slih nle wife st Bud Soden in
the Lsunug in order o aveld the Frankfort pwoiice and cignin began
writing. The Dermun journsls relused his artlcles, however, beosuse
ol bls "unsrvery® repubilione In order o galn a reaplite from poverty

ne wse forced to sell nhls illustrsailliyg provess. In the Joilowing yenr

be left for England, where he burely sansged Yo eew oub o Living by

¥

giving Gernan lessons end writlng oocesionnd arbicles corneerning the

revoilubicn for Dicken's

F] & «}Otﬂ l.i.h..&‘;’ wi&ig_‘z’ e "}«k i’;
Liine Puring the suneer even thls work ceased, and he wes forced to

return o Bad Sodeny, where he coapleted Aus deu bebso S$in8s Yud

{Frow the Life of a Aevolubtionary}. Lecsuse of on agressent #ith Campe

spd Holfasnn, publiscers of dHesburg, for the printing of his zemcirs,

?B&ttixm von &mi.ﬂ (l‘?ﬁﬁ-—l&ﬁ‘?}a s;u‘ha vanding iiterary figure,
wuthor of Geetbels B 1 : ki ; " sbed o Corvin
through the asrris L@'% aﬂ‘” ma af his aunts into the von Avnis faailye
Velentin goys of her thol ghe fought moere pagulonctely wiih the Ring
of Prussis for fresdon than any san. She dedlcated one of her books
to Frederick Wilhels IV, sncoursging his to sspours the causa of
the revelution. Bew Velit V&Lﬁﬂtiﬂ, Mm.; Yol. i, Dlie B8,

gsﬁoﬂ?im‘ﬁ srticles mere sccepted sftey thery hed sccldentully

basn saen by Dickene. He was compelled to submit theam in Frwlish

and they were then corrected by o wenbsr of the sditoyizl gtuff.
Household dords appeared in the decnde 1850-1860, Its title Wi g

later changed to ALL ihe Xesr Lounds
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he proceeded to that c¢ity in the winter of 1856. Thevre he rewsiped with
his wife until he wss threatlened with arrest by the volice. Although
guardé had slreszdy been pogted zbout ithe houee, he succeeded in escaping
dressed in women's clothes and fied to Berlin, only to ve nounded again
by the police. In desperation he left Geramerny and returned to England,
His wife, who was no less permitted to ilive in peunce, joined nim shortly
afterwsrds,

From 1856 until 1861 he remained in England improving his English,
giving Germsn lessons zs before, snd writing oceasionsl articies. It
was &n extremely difficult period and one in wnicl only tue eifforts of
his wifs, working as & governess, helped him escape complete penury.
¥ith the pessage of time and & change in government in Geraany, the

Gerasn press looked upon him with less diedain and sccepted zrticles

for print. He received some veauneration for items in the 3orgepblatt,
published by Cotta; the Hausblsetlier, by Huecklsender and hicefer; and,
in the Lartenlsubg press.

In 1861 the Cotta publishing house sccepted Corvints suggestion
thet he be sent to Americs as special correspondent to cover the course
of the Civil ¥ar for the‘Aggﬁpngzgx,ﬁllgggggng_zﬁiznng.zg During the
delsy entailed in re-booking passage, he nade an agreement with the
Londeon Timeg to furnish them two ariicles a week from the States as

an occ=sionel correspondent.

G
7 iy 4 . 2 s s s
““The Augsburser Allremeine Zeitung first spoesred in 1789 ac Die
HBeueste ®eltkunde. Founded by Johann F. Yotta, an aduirer of the

Frencix Bevolution, the paper shifted from zlace to place beczuse of
cengsor restrictions until it ceme to setile ln Augsburg. Decidedly
liber=l, it gnve zild to lhe writers ol "Young Germany" such as neine,
Karl Gutzkow, Laube, Ludwig Boerne, end others. Heinrich Laube claimed
that it wes the only literary-politicel power in Germsny during the
REestorztion period. See: Johannes Proells, Dss Junge Deytachland, Cotta,

Stuttgarts 1892, p. 73 f.



Unee in vhe United Dilotee Corvin wery gulculy besswze aouminted
with Assrlesn Journellsts, eepecislly in Hew York. A1 Before travelling
on Lo Fsshington he pecured lLeliers of recomaends tion from Charles
Denn of the YNew York Jribuge, #iililen uUullen grysnt of the Hew York
Zvening rosk, =nd others upreominent In unssapoper airmiaﬁ.sﬁ @ith these
ag & aexns of Introduciion, he usneceeded in gainlng entrarce to sous of
the highest ofices in the capitnl, obtaining even ar interviews with
Linewkn.33 & note glven to hiz by the President enubled bhin o bocone
atusinted with Sevretury of Etate Hewsrd concerning whosm he expressed
grest sdmirstion, ¥Fith lenters from the State Depariasent corvin could
and did vieit all types of fortificallions and observed sl close hand
military opercitions.

His effectiveness =8 a2 reporter snd observer was alse increaped by
hig acousintence wilh foraer Gevaun demoorsilce revolutiornsriez whoe had

preceded his to the States. Ludwig Blenker, with whus he imuedistaly

renaved conneclions, had bacone a general in the Horthern argy, and

Blﬁarvin'ﬁ fivat tagpressious of Amevicy recorded in his ndmoly

are wall worth rending. He wos 3 keen obsurver and “u-@d @&aﬂvu}*%
from the Latest lnmorovssentsz ir lumbling to the rerbhlilesn siopilelty
of W¥uiber Abrabas¥,

L Bryant trooted nia wlth © mw~$ courtapy
ard go by o of vecomcend - tlon in wrdoh b2 stoted thot thm
gugﬁ&uuggz_gl;gﬁggimﬁgzﬁjamgm #ny the best ;e%au;;sr in the worid
as o nistorical source. JIbid., v. 75. Charles &, BDova {L¥L0=1F
exercised o grest influence op Smericnn journelisno, L@ Letay
Asnliatant u@ﬁretwry af dGnr,

33, . , .
For Corvints ilapressiong of Lincoln, see Pert [II, lhapter 4,
Mlorvin and fnerice®. The grussone end of Lincoln's rssaasinators
is described by hin ap sn eyewitness reuragsentative of the jress.

Abddes pe 216 f.




eomsanded the Eighth New Tork legisent, later z diviaion of sons
34

twslve thousand Gersan-imericuns. Through Blenker Corvin cansgsd

Lo get ot flest hand a good pleture of conditions ln ihe Unlon Aviw.
He expresped adsivetion for General Hollellan and the Union amiﬁi@r,jﬁ
ard his dislike of Hallek, Pope, and Urant.

After the second battle of Bull Rup Corvin presented a olsp to
Linceln whereby the lack of soldiers in the Northern ranks night be
overcone by recrulting men in Germsiy. Linecoln did mot appenr nvsrse
ta the proposal, but sdvised Gorvin that he first had to subsit 11 1o
the Becretory of War for considerntion. Stanton, whon Corvin suspsoted
of anti-lernsn sentiments, wns fundamentally oppoped, hence the olan

WAD éra@ped;37

3‘34$n1er wus woll-llked by Corvin whoe defended hinm through the
columns of the Allganeine Zsilupg sgeinat his German-Anericsn foes,
foe espeoially nos. 312, 316 for the year 1861, end 43, 8D, 110
fay 1.36);7 »

35?&@ Unlon soldier who had litiles wove than c¢rnckers o ent,
swamy wnter to drink, and wss wppeld for zonths especislly merits
Corvin¥s proige, His support of MeClellen is especiaily well taken
and should be considered by those who defend the poaltiop and
raputotion of this oft eriticized man. USes worvim Erinnerucien,
Vole 11X, ppe 2R1-22K, 287-288; Vol. IV, 1‘?}~1’?§>, 204y 347<350,

BéﬁarVin was considerably disturbed by Helleok's luok of knowledg
of militery stretegy, Grantle conduct and inadequaocy, and Fope's
supposed superiority over HeClellan. See: Corvin, Houzelt.

3?ﬁilhmlm Rauvfmann in Die Deutschen Jjo smerikanisches Busirerkriecs
Re Oldembourg Publisher, dunichs 1911, p. 588, refers to Corvin's
project end presents the agini@n thet it falled to be saccepted because
Corvin apparantly wished to profit finsneinlly by £t, His version
readss

Corvin presented the plan to Lincoln, who was al fivst
delighted with it, but finally let it foll alter Stanton,



As & war correspondent Corvin covered the second balile of Bull
Run, the baitles of Antietam and Fredericksburg, and nany ainor
skirmishes between Unlon and Confederste forces in the Washingbton aresa.
He gradually felt forced to relinguish his connections with the Tondon
Tianep vbecause of its editor's outapoken sympathy for the South. This
ceut him off from an income of sone four to five hundred dollars = month
and forced him to seek some other type of employment as comrensation.
He had previously been offered the coanand of & regiment by Seward,
but now that he wished to accept such an offer no openings were avail-
&ble.Bg The result was that he finally accepied a position in the
Treasury Depsrtment zs s chemical assistant. This was done slong with
the decision to remain in the States and take out Americun citizenship.

The work in the Treasury Department, however, did not turn out
to his liking. He zlgo became invelved 1n inner dejartment:=l jealousies,
was relessed, reinststed, and finally placed =2s first corressondent

in the Buresu of Loans, Department of Finance, under ¥cCulloch. Although

the Secretary of War, ooposed it. If the ~lan had been presented
by such men as Schurz, Ogterhaus, or Sigel i1t mizht Lave been
accepted. But Corvin, who let it be ssen thst he himaelf

thereby wisihed to earn money, wag the most unsulied person to
bring about its =cceptance,

Since Kaufmenn's version zppesrs to be based on Corvin's zccount in
his Erignerungen, the entire transaction ss described by Corvia is
reproduced in the Appendix te this dissertstion.

38

Corvin had been previcusly comunissioned & colonel in the
Northern Army, but he had not been plseced in command of a regiment due
to sczrelty of troops. He served for a time as colonel in the office
of the Provosti-dlarshal General. Corvin, Erinnerungen, Vel. IV, p. 396,

22



thig work wos smore agreesble to hilwm, he left it .iter several yvears
becsuae of the stroin under which he wes slaced. Having bHecoas an
Amarican clitizen in the mesntime, Corvin wns eligible for & nuabesr of
important positions. He was promised the District Superintendency of
of lmaigrstlon st Bslilmors, bubl the bLILl wder which the office was
to be sgtablished felled W pass Congress. The conmsulship in Hamburg
wag «lzo prosised his by Jewsrd, but, through an wmfortunate sooldent
the post waa filled by the Prezident withoutl prior refererce to the
Secretary of Jtates. Prince Felix Jelm~faln, s foruer imevicsan argy
afficer whese Lriendshlp Corvin had wade, wrote hiz fros the court qf
Laperoer Haxinlllan, encoursging hls to asccedt s positiocn in the
Hexican cauitsls This Corvin vefused becsuse of Ris reluctsnce to

gerve under royalty and beocsuse of hiz conviotion thet the Unlted

i
=

dtetes would not long tolerate s monsrchy in a2 nelghboring stote,
the sumser of 1867 be finslly signed a contract with ths Bew York
hkikE as a special correspondent Lor Geruwnny and sdjocent countries and
left with his wife in the sane year for Berlin,

Beoosuse of a delsy in remittences from the United Stotes, Corvis
wsd cospelled during the irst few ponths In Berlin to tide hilmgeld
over by making 2 translistion of the memoirs of Baperor Zaximilian for
Fichard Bentley, publister, of London, #ith the end of the Hexican
affalr and the return of Prince 8alm to Germamy, Corvin left Baerlin
for Borachach, where he sisyed with the Frince, writing snd transisting
tha latterts memolrs., He also translated his own nt the same tiae for
Bentley wuler the title, 4 Life of Adventurs.

Since hle connectlon with the New York Tipeg ended with the deuth


mailto:B@rX.ln

af the editor in 1869, he visited London in the sane veur snd sntered
into an sgressent to write articles for the Tggule Ber wmagavine. He

also sstablished commections with the New York Stasiscsitung snd the

18 press. On his retwrn to Geruary the following vear, he
set up residence in Uoblenz, The oublbresk of the Franco-Prussiun war
found his scting sgein as war corrsupondent, this time for the Vienns
Heue frele freusas #hot he experienced during the war he wrole for
Berstiaey in Zpnglish in &8 two-volume book entitied, In Frutge =iibh the
In 1871 after the wor he took up resldence in Berlin from sheve
he reported the events in the new Geurnaen eupitnl to the Hgsiug D-ilx
Advertlasr until the latter part of 1873 when he nmoved to Vienns for
finsnciol ressons &g & represumtative of the Borthern Pacific Hallroad.
¥ithin five months =fter he resched thut cilty the larthers Pacific wes
forveed to vloss its of{ice in Austris bscsuge of the failure of the
Jay Cooke Banking House, and Corvin fourd himgell onee agnin in
streightensd circumstuncea. He returned to Gerswny, settling Tirst
in Bonn, to finish the disry of Princess 8&slm (12875}, and then ir
Wertheism on the lMaine, whare he wrote Dlg goldene Luovende (1he Goiden
Legond) , & retienalistic historical exsainstion of the Bible and the
ovigine of the christian veligione In the swse year thel maried the

appercvance of Dig zxoldens lLeiende he moved to Leipzig. Ihere he again

Bgﬁgfiag the courss of the war Corvier visited a friend at Biswarck's
headvusriers and had the opportuniity to meet Bismarck hilugelf., 7The
Chancelilor is vrevorted to hove sald to him after hearing e short sccount
of his sotivity ne a2 vrevolutlonary: ®ind g5 you see how fate shispes
things; the ssme sentiments whioh led you to prison brought me to

the pozition I hold tedey.® Corviv, Ein Lebep, Vole II, pe. G940,



beoane setive in litersry circles and, just sg many years earlier he
bad tsken part in the formstion of the Literstsuvergin, he now took
part in the femnding of the Sxmposiom, an assoefation of writers which
(Butunl Cernsn Writers' Uniem),

8t111 hoping to improve his finances he had iz the meantime
brought bis illustrating process to such a degres of perfoction that
4t wupg patented and acceyted by the J. Py Kuyser coupany of Krefeld
under the nane of the Corvinlelle process, tut 1% failed to bring him
mach in the way of mometary returmg., Undmmted by his impoverizhed
circumstanses, he took up his pen onee ware ¥ with reneved cnergy to
ggg.hgam%g& g mﬁggqm&g&wn The

colorful experisnges of his esriler ﬁ«a&c did not find & repetition
in this later parded, bub »w.ﬁﬁw»@. of bhis literary production
improved deeidedly. By 1280 he ngwﬁ » revision of his Ericner
bringing it up to date. He also rewrote GQesshishta Sas Alteatums
(History of the Ancient Sorld), two volumes, for imcorperation into
the revised edition of the Illustrisrte Faltzoachigchts., From 1880
10 1284 he worked simultanecusly on the three-volume
Beuzadt (Mletory of Modern Times), and the two-volume Gapchioh

grosgen fransoesischen m%?egggamgﬁﬁwgg
tion), In the following yoar on bis sevesty-thind birthésy his Lelpaig
friends end sequaintances held a celebrntion in homor of his fiftleth
snndversaty as ab cuthore The same year marked & sudden ehsnge in his
nealth, and although he contimued to write, it was with diminisbing
results, His lomg and veried ¢arcer cume to & close on Kereh 1, 1886,




in ¥iesbeden, to whieh eity he had retived because of its elim:te., At
his burisl servieces the poot Friedrieh wvon Bodenstedi, representing

heT £ ‘ bapé rlaeed z wreath on his
grove and intomed & versa tompossd in his honor, from whish the following
Le extrooteds S

Er wor oin Held und Hergld 4n dem Btreit -
" Tuer Dewtschlands Finheit, Mesht und Heyrlichkelt,
L G weew S L :
Doch sein Qedaechinis wird itn usberleben
Soleng ez Deutsche gibt von glelehem Strebem,
iels ihn erfuellt, von dem wan rushmen kanng
Br var in Tet und Wort ein ganser Mamn. - 40

He was a hevro, cslling im the fight
For German glory, uwnity, and aight,

2R
The sexfiry of his life will neter grow din
in lomg os Germans live and strive like his
Por nobler things, to whem one must conoedes
Fe waeg & reol man both in word and deed,

G

“Opeiesrich von Bodenstedt (1219-1292), Munieh poet, whose Lyries
have én orientel tome and a cosmopolitan philosoplyrs Noted for his






L Adiehm, Tirsi printed iunder

by Gebeuner of felpzig in 184%,

ip Ll nost widely wnown of Corvints bookese Ibe po visyity is based
puartly on it seesnitiounsl chugxelsr and pertly on tho foetb thot 1t is

ap open ebbuek op the Bopan Qotholie Chureh, whiceh duving the L7

eontury wan looked upon by politlosl reformere se o resctionssy stronge-

vosing the libersl, demceratie, snd mellonnl terdencicsz of the

times. 4 guch 1t bhag ghiven Gormun nationsddste frox Blamerayr io

thelr eanpaigns spoinal the "meddiing® of the Sopay

Cetinlic Chureh in Germer inteornal affulzg. The fool thet the book wag
writter by & ®ualf ceyan® and on srdent demoorst who fgored &n the

3,

Yoclalivt reglue

PBevolutl v of J8LSwLl, did wot detesr the Ratlo

from glving the book Lts Dull approbailion,

Coreints recsons Por writing the ¢t sot forth

i mig Fowevord b ile pecond ediil

orinted in 1388, He eloinn thare,

while wiliing & pludy of souree oo

ariule prepegatory Yo writing o

poen ilzmvrscsed by $he rellgious

v Ponteh rewsintion

colng the vorks of the shwureh fathers, he boesve

n

Ml oormitted

corwinged of the Yhoowelible oriusos shlebh the Homan elnoreb

4oy, J&*}mﬂ“ﬁ? a':;@, }.y}{;, the bBationsl Doelallst yag
withdirew the Pleallang dezel frow circulation only o
wrder four “.m%}:zg Z,@*Eﬁr. The sile of the buok
enoourapged when Hitler osme lnto conflicd wiih

the Cuiholle hiecxwroly.
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journalism. Thembo returned to s rellglous thewe in the 1870%s 1%
was Dia zoldene Jemnde thet engsged his Lsterest.
The immedinte stimnius for writing the Pfaffepsviescl

Ds Selpalex (The Flagellants) mzmMLmemm;m
in 18443 nemely, the displaying by Bishop iArmoldi &n Trier of the
alleged holy robe of Clwrist. This act gave rise to religious controversy
and cauped the petting wp iu Hexopy of & sest of GeruerCatholics whom
t, Bs wontions the ineident = yunber of tines and

regpep his disgust st thirs apparent fruuds Ris collecled antichristisa
writings can be partly understood 52 o resction o 1te ¥While no
imsedists osuee is steted for his undertoking Jésre lsgendes 1t
osn be nssumed that his intewcst in veligious sontroversy was sgain
swakened by Dismarek's Kyl £ with the Catholic Clureh,

Before & gesaral deseription of the Plaffensuisgal is ettexmpled,

1t might be mentioned that im writing it Corvin never lest sight of the
politicsl and socis) injustices of his own day, > yossidle he
dvew anslogies between anclont snd modern times. In the beg g
the book he writess “Ihe enslaved pecples of the Orient hoped for a
liberating hero, the Hessish, whom they imagined as & sort of Feshington
or Garibaldl, who should froe them from the bated Roaan yoke.® ¥ Further-.
more, "Jesus wes a revolutionary, who also in our times, if not
erusified, would eortainly heve been sumosrily shot or east into janae,43

43t Corvin followed with intense interest the struggle botween
Biemarck ot the Church 1s evident from his articlesz to the Fo
sdyeriisers 8eo soples of that puper for June 8 and y &6, 1872,

!Et ‘5-




ke & speclsl tritute to the okuss of democrecy he ststes thads
*Hevoluticns often Turt mmla, Wt more rmmw they 4o good
for the whole of Mumsnity. Yhere would we be without 184810 45 1o
15 5ot o be wondered that the Pfaffenspiegal stirred up opposition
fron cocclepisstical an well as eivil suthoritiest

Corvin begine the book by describing the growth of the hosan
Satholie hierarchy from ite simple beglunings in democratically governed
religious comeunities, Fe then turme to & congiderstion of Catholie
saints snd the ressons for thelr ewnonisation, The supernstursl woenders
cormected vith their lives ond relies, to which sn sdditionsl ehapter

18 devoted, are, of course, discounted &8 wot being in hermony with the
findings of modern poienves In the fourth chapter Corvin dwells on
doods of the popes snd trices the rise of the papeeys His

sopecielly syapathetic ummtwmm‘muwmw
the struggle of succeeding Uerman ompsrors betrays his strong netionslistis
feolinge. Among the warlous gins coomitted by the pontiffe aves the
persecution of bheretice, the hindrance of the sdvunceswal of seicncs,
the distortion of eheriptian toschings, the introductios of censorship,
the instigetion of religious wars, and the extortion of momey thyough
tithes amd indulgzences.

In & shapter entitled, "Sodom and Gomorrha®, Corvin sttributes to

femoyality thot waxed for some time within the ehurch. The vow of
chastity for the rogulsr ¢lergy ap woll ag those of powerty




obpdiense sre ctizeked in s geparats ehapter concormed
1ife and orgunisstions. Land Wumger, soft living, exaggexctod
disaipline, religlous fancticism, and the smubdjection of primitive
peorles to Buropean repacity are mm& ap outgrowths of wnonastioism,
The writings of individucl monks are held uy to widicule, including
those of the well-knowm Abreham o Ssnta Clars.

Corvin dedicetes & comeluding ohapter to expusing the evils of
the ecnfeseionsl. e maintaing thut the Gatholie Chumreh through this
invention huz been able to rule the world with 1itile expense and
diffieulty. Although he is cognizent of the faect thot individusl
confessions must remain secret, he suspects the Jesuits, sbove all
others, of digrogarding this regulation vhen it serves thedr owm erds:
The oonfeszional was used for the achievement of politicel sand
ecalealasticsl ends; however, it ssrved meinly to satisfy the lewdness
of the priests.® 47

In the maln, the rurpose of the Piaflansnisgal is to disclose the
olerical misdoeds and expose dootrines of the Catholie Cluroh whieh
run counter to the dictetes of resson and common pense. It must be
reccgniced, however, that a secondary aim Lo an usderming of genersl
belief in & divinely revealed christiun religlon which gauses the book
%0 be unsccoptable not anly to Catholies ut to the remainder of
orthodox christisns ss well,

with wopsstic

4Tcorvin, Dax PLaffanscisgele Pe 314«
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religion. Therese the twe preceding books were dirested mainly ut the
Roman Cetholie Church, this one undertakes sn exnminstiom of the Bible,
chiefly the liew Testeament, the Life and dootrines of Christ, ami the
lives of the upostles, In two chapters, howevar, cne sntitled,

he Chriatus® ("The Soman-~Catholie Christ®) and
the other, "fadn, die Matier Jotteg® ("Sary, the Hother of God®), the
Catholic Chureh iz again singled out as a perverter of the true toschings

_of Chrivt.
The introduction to the goldene lsezende defines nost elearly
Corvin's position in reforence to the Bible snd the Christinm religion,

or te any religion weed on sirscies snd revelstion. It is 2 poaition
busod on the rationalliom of the elghteonth aenfury and the natursl
gelenoe of the cemtury whioh followsd, According to Corvin the origin
of & religion must firet be explained on metursl grounds and them qone
sidered titmn its higtoricel fremework, Himulw and wonders are the
remalt of prestidigit.tdion, mggwt&an,u Laith he'x;ung, or naturel
phanomena,. e sees =8 the scle purpcse of religlon the creution of
respect bofore the law and aid in its execution. Taking into considerstion
his point of view it car be seen in sadvance whot pust neceze:rily happen
to the divinity of Christ, the mivacles of the apostles, the doetrine
of the trinity, and epecific dogaus of the Cntholie Chureh. In relsting
the story of Christ, he depiets him zs & wlee =nd rTaspocted te:cher
but dewoid of divine ettributes, Mo dipe:rds su controry 4o unature the
virgin birth, the lLsmseulsie conception, the remurroction and ascension,
and the ssoumption,

Corvin'e inowvledge of both (roek and Habrew permitted hism to pake
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het @oreful sxmosinatlon of sourcss of bBlliiesl history. e mekas
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uae of bolr eorenierl snd socery el gegeelp and the hdotory of the

secopding bo itg orpendzeilon the Look £lrst considers {he slmple
tonchlingg of Chelete It then dnkes uy certeln doctrines snd proctliceos
of the Cothelle Churehy re resentling then in o ridisulous Light, The
voererehicn of the velles i especinily pooved. Corvin gseens to toks
an feoncolaptie deiighl in recounting the abmrditicos committed Lo

this regords From incidents he relotor o pesder wonld not uesition

the neeveplty for o veformotlone lather, however, receives oo nlpgh

sprine.  Dovvin oiotes & cndy gerved "o bring the Chrigtinns

out of the land of ugyrt and indoe the wllderness®,
sfter travting the venerstion of relles; he eonclders the proctloe

.

in the Coibolle Uhoreh of praylng to the

for Inkircsnslon or ald,
dn drews eepeeliolly georniul trectment.  The growilh of the

or worshl, »f the Virgin upy i fer fouved and eritdeized

&

a3 not belns v sceordos ce with the tenehinge of Clelst, In couelusion

the suthor turne o sn exnminsil o of the lils of the apostion, dow

ki

geribisg their lrdividu.l Importonce in the devels swont wnd dispesluztion

of the ehvistieon vellipgion and the osiltion ereh holds within the

G thilke Churobe

.

v winich Corvin handles sublocls seeved to o lovse

body anpd the wwiger homoy wany tiner wmneesps olly

employed, dees nodb alvaye win & gvppathetlc response {ron the reoiore

Ureloubbadly Corele won oede i 0f thip £oet oftoy the flrst edition

of * goomniod, sinee he srote in e foresord to the
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| hacordisg to his weacira, Corvis had for some tise Guring the
oarly 1840%s sotertained the idex of writing « worldd histesy which
a proper orientation to ‘EM politiesl M&W of his own daye
During his stoy in Leipeig he dipclosed hie plan to Held, wvho at that
time also resided there, and suggested that he mecept the pert of
gomaditor. %mmmnxumtwm_mmm@-ww
fleld wus to supervise the neesessary orgsnizetion and revision of the
materisl for fimsl printing. Te this Held sgreed and work wes begumn.
By 1844 Volume 1 appeared in an edition of 5000 ocoples and wap well
regeived by the aublic. In Swedon, where & translation wes made, it
also found ready acceptonce. Inmoouraged by this inditial success, the
two suthors eontimued their work, not, however, without fyequent pro-
lomged interruptions. M, beczuse of & politionlly objestionalle
article in the Jokomoilive wes imprisoned, und Corvim, who beceme in-
volved in the Rowclution, shared a similar fete. The reenlt was that
the nlatory wzswtammedmﬁl 1251 when the fourth snd .aat
yvolume appesred, meioly through the effcrts of Held., Within a mibe
peuent thirty-yesr poeriod over 50,000 coples of the history were
publisbeds

HBotwithotanding thie suceess Corvin deoided o revize the work

aftar the death of Held on his Yeturn to Germary fyom Smerics., In
his foreword to the second edition Corvin statess
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Held hsd brought intoe the book wmeny things which sceording
to my views did not £it In a world history snd through too
grezt an expsnslion of individusl gections had disturbed the
karmony of relationships in an insdmissible marmer. Further,
many new dlscoveriez had beeu wmade in the last deczdes whieh 53
aned an entirely mnew light on very invortant periods of time.

In 2adition to these ressons, Corvin wished to make use of his in-
veation, that is, the Corvinicllo process, in order to improve the

iillustretions.

f._)

riginelly Corvin had tlauned to revige only the first snd lesgi
volumes. Unfortunsiely, however, for the progress of the revigion,
his views on umors recent historieal events fauiled to coincide with
thoge of the ubligher who Pel the time the controet weos signed was
wiiling to publish a libersl world history, but congidsred it expedlent
to adopt the tone of the work to the resctionary current whieh had

"

meanwhile set in®. Moreover, the publigher, Utto Spamer, atiempted
to revise Gorvin's msnugerivt after 1t reachied his office in sccordance
with his own ideas. A gquarrel ensued and Corvin withdrew from the
project alfter having finished the [irst two volumes, sgreeing to let
the publisher complete the revision by employing cther higtorisans.
Thus the eigbt-voluze Xllugtrierts ¥eltseschichte fuer dag Volk whieh
sppesred 1380-1834, still besring the names of Held zand Corvin as editors,
sctualily hed 1ittle connection with them.

Volumes I and II of the history are entitled, Geschichte deg
Altertums, (History of the incient ¥orld), with Corvin as suthorj Volumes

IIXI snd IV, Gegchichte des & (History of the Middle Ages),

530tto won Corvin, ;=;B§$ragrﬁﬁ _gmﬁggﬁﬁigéﬂﬁﬁaiﬁﬁﬂiS%dijﬁékb vol. I,

schicite deg altertumg, Yite Spauer rublisher, weipzig: 1380, Vel. I,
Pe Ve Herefter referred to as Yeltiges hte.
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written by L. F. DBefferbech rnd J. G. Vogt; Volumes V and VI,

L Aedd (History of Hore iecent Yimes), by Utto

Reemael, snd Volumes VII and VIIL,

{Histor: of Hogt kecepndt Times), by dertnold Vols.

wings 11 Aa lsnesslible bo detoramine how aumen o toe first odition
was writien by Gorwin, he olapoldl aeving seic in ads forenare o the
second ediitlon Lhnt At kog writben chiefly by Held, and slince onoy
volmaes 1 rod LL «f the sevond edition came frowm his pen, i1 will be
vhess volumes which are conbluered helre.

Lig Sesonlolie deop Adtertuns, volume 1, which vesrs the sublilley

Birom the Flrst Beglrnings of digitor; e the Downisli of “ne lndevendence

\J}«;

of Gre-ge", beging with & prelfcce conecerning the origln and the cge of

the lumen race, ivg types and distribution, life of men L. prenistoric

gt

[=
ot

times, hils recdgion and his velitlesl orgenlzation, bis se es w58 legends.
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sriods, nawely from enriiest Uimes Lo ithe
fowndiag of the cerglan lnplre and from the rersisa dmpire to the reign

i bdlexander tne lreats Volume LI, subtitled "From Aflessnder the Greot

to the Division of the poman Imnire®, sgaln frllg danto two perioag,
the firer fros flesander bo the decline of the Homan Fepublie zpl ihe

cond from the Homean fapire up W the beginnings of the UGrest dgrotions,
400 Al De

Lwteae of restvicting bhip bilstor; sovlely to a coasldersiion of

the weptern worid with ids beglunings in ithe civilizziions of the Near

g, worvin mak univerynl in cheructer and includes charpters on
Chine and Indiz. although he msntions in hle eriterie of & hlstorian

thet he should "sirive to & certain degree Lo deteeh himseld and mob be
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influenced by his prejudices, his personsl religious beliefs,
natlonal feeling, oliiticenl party, or the spirit cf his own times®,
it is interesting to note that in hie treciment of Asistic despotism
one can sense porcllels to the nineteenth century absolutisnm of Rurope.
Hig f=ilure Yo araw the re dersg atbtention expressgly to these parsllels
indicatos his confidence in the sbility of the common man 1o note them
himself., It must be seid to Corvin'e credit thet the history ¢s & whole
is surprisingly objective.

Oualy in rere lnslances does Corvin consider it nececsary

2

inject aile own observellions in didactic form. Vhen he does, these
obgervations are colored with the feelings engendered by the politieal
everts of hieg own day. His judgment of despots, for instance, 1s tha
"they are fearful and espyy in every corner & revenger of the injured
rights of man®., Convinced ag he weg that the Church wig & tool of
resctionary control, he maukes the slatement in discussing the Egyptian

religion th=t "at the time it was deszcribed by Greek, Roman, snd

Chrigtian writers, 1t had degenercited -~- & fate which not = single

54

2y

religion whic. we find or found on the esrth hes escaped®,
describing the Greeks, who Corvin believed should be held uw tc his
countrymen g idesl citizens, he 1ls completely carried swzy by his
sémiration. Hig introduzstion %o the chapter on Greece beging with the

following paragraphs

e

story opens up before us the most Interesting pege of
£1l of cnelent times, o puy nich ot the sume time is the

noat worthy of gloryv. fre€ neosle sriges to fight sgeinst

S4Gorvin, Weltzeschichte, Vol. I, m. 109.



human hondsge; public spirlt and low of freedon come out
of this most unejusl buttle s vietere; Wit — in oyder
thet bistory should give » lesson for sll iimesn, thut the
unity of = wpation is the sole securily of freedonm — wve
gee t-nt victortous pecile immedistely afterwords mbjeoot
te o f@ggigfz yvewsr, becauss 1t -~ broke the band of its
andty. 7

Although the Seschichis fes Altexings
sowerhot more populay than hig other historiss, it must be sdmitted

iz writlen in e tone

thet Copvin tooek congidersble peins 4o compare and evelunte the
materizl weailsble to hime In dizcussing the varicup roces of ven
he care %o & conglusicn ot unlike that held by gome of the nost
cutstanding snthropologists of cur o day, memely, th-t 2ll of nan
ls best divided into thres ra¢es: negrold, momgolold, ard gauensolid,
He ww&a rrobably never have mf‘a:medm nantionnl m,lmﬁ téwhmgx
as to rasce mﬁaﬂtzx; but !aée“ epprocches thﬁ dnnger line with the
ptotement that "the caueiglss ruee was degtived for freedon and
nastery®, 56 On the other bund, e is ne mxﬁ&m« of other races,
He profsse Chirese eulture and eritieisee those higtorisns of his own
Say whe looked down upon the orientel ap infericr to the iﬁmm‘s?
In genersl Corvint's history retells priserily the vise snd 11
of the esxly civilizutions. In Reeping, bowever, with the purpose for
which he wrote, o devoled oonpidernble space to¢ the osultural 1ife of
the various pec les snd carefully dispected politiesl, velipilous, and

N

'MQI’?W‘&Q

dox Bepsgit where he supports the esuse of Poland agsimst hie own
native MQMQ



ial institutlons of remoter s=ges with the scalpel of elghtcenth
centbury ratiopelism. He wished in this merver to demonstraite that the
institutions of hig own duy might be tresied gimllarly. It is the
emphaglis on the culbturzl aspect in the Gegchichte des Altertums that
ogt distinguishes it from his other higtorical works. The sbsence
of deteiled descrintions of military campaigns is z2lso to be noted.
& coreful znalysis, though by no means ¢ profound one, is made
in thisg work of the wvarisus types of government with ar ermumeraiion

of their zdvante

es and disadvantoges., As might be expecled =
vepublicsn Torm basged on the will of the people is th t form of
government which 1ls held up as being most desirsble. In describing

the Greek Republic he ma<es sarticulsr mention of »opular assemblies,
councileg, ~ubliic lew, and civic rights, and gives ap&cial sttention

to voting —- how it weg done and whno were enfranchiged. He males the
vertinent observotion in regarcd to the Greeks, and one which he un=-
doubtedly mernt for his own times ez well, that "freedom of the citiczens
iz the bosie for the formation of the strie¥.

To Corvin's credit It must be snld that this hisbtory is interestinge-
1y and enteriziningly written. A clear, direct style is courled with &
careful balancing of meterial. The paragraphs are relutively short, and
there ore few involved digcusgiones which might interfere witn the ex-

=

cellent orocortion of the whole. OF his three major hisctories, the
Ceschichte deg Altertums shows the most careful orgznizstion. BSince

thie iz o point where Corvin usguslly digelsys s wesiness, it is quite
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notb demonstrable, thot Held's co-editorzhin in b

=
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exriier editiorn hod o exlutoyy Influcnce.
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the Torld, The tronslotion voe made by Ho W, Iulcken.

says the "Ph, DM 2fter Corvin'z nume on the title

must hove neen added to glve the worl a more ready accepltince ou the art

 Amerlean rooders.  Femarkebly encugh, 1t wog this hook, nct the

my world history which 1g distributed in 5000 cosies throughout Germany

finished the revigion of the firsgt two volumes of the

Hiotory in 1877, Corvin would like to have procecded

'Y

wiik the reviglon of the last two ss well, Thworted in this through the

.

attitude of the ublisgher, Corvin took uy the plen igeulng = separsts
vork with ¢ similar title which would cover ithe zame period ss the lest
e~

two volumes of the series. This plan finally erystalized in the form

the three-volume work, Gegchichte der Leuzelt, which weg ublished

5g0ﬁte vor: Lorvin, Aus cem I en; Ve Friedrich Publisher,
Leipzigs 1884, p. 67 He;ea;ter referred to as Zellengefsengnis,
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gseveral years labter, and whieh ensbled hir to incorporate his experiences
in the Revoluticn and in Agerics as part of the history of the period,

Geschichte der Beureil

The §5§§h&g§§a}ﬁg{iﬁg§g&&,oavﬂra:a furbulent period in Furopean
end world affsirs, 1848 to 18?71, in wméh the forcea of nationalism
and domagiﬁay Gﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ‘rﬁfﬁlﬁﬁiﬂﬁﬁ n e eeﬁregot eauﬁ%r&ag, a?dﬁnagiﬁnnl
rivelries and in%ﬁraaljéhairela led to armed éénfliéfa in E&rapa, hnia,
and America. It would have been a difficult period for any historiap
of that time to interpret and meord; and vet Corvin mestered a tremendous
amount of detall end presented it in a mannser so that the events of the
era were made intelligible to the common man. The revolutions in Franes,
Italy, CGerpeny, snd the Civil War in America ere described in surprising
detail, ﬂﬁughly one third of the work pertains to these strugples, MHls
training as an cfficer led him to devote more spuce to the description
of military campaigng than one feels is neeessary. Although he does not
loge gight of social, politienl, and scomomic factors, he does at times
minimize their importsmce, The uman elememt, that iz the role played

by outstanding personslities, is, bowever, seldon overlocked,

The history is divided chronologleally imto three parts: (1) from
the Revelution of 1848 to the founding of the Second French Bapire in
1852, (2) from the founding of the Geceond Fremeh Eupire to its end, end
(3) from the founding of the Xingdom of Italy to the end of the French
Empire. These thres chronological divisions roint cut one of the
weaknesses in organizetion, ﬁiaee-the latter two overlep. Some chapters



such as those Geuling with the Crimesn Har stand sompletely outelde

these divisions, Bis trestsest of the Rewolution of 1848, ss far ue

organisastion 48 converned, might huve been Detitor hod he trested the

povemsnt us & whole, thut s, as it yen its sowrse within saticnal

boundsriea snd within the emtire spen of the movemont itself, By bresking
moonents and sttempiing to present it on s

month-ly-month basis, be folls to give & unified ploture. This eriticiam

ie made, however, fros & moders point of view and owexlocks the eariler

h pommon belore the Buvepsan ststes bad achieved

paticiml boundoriess
Volume X of the history deseribes fully the events of the
wm@m«ymwmmmamwmwmmmm.

Gerwany, hustris, im, Frusats, ehlesnig-Nolatein, Mungsry, and

the seversl Italiun stotes. It then mcwm & Wl pheture of

conditions in eush of the remining furcpesn eountries, Rusels and
Voluae 11 devotes five chapters %o the Oriassn Way, whioh Corwin

ealls the Bussisn~Turikieh Wer (1853-1856) and deperidber the eonditions

during the years frem 1853 to 1871 in the Festern and Cewirel uropesn

oountrien, the Fur Bast, exols |

The last eix ¢hapters desl with the Civil War in the Usited States,

which Corvin had covered ss u War correspondonte

Meximilisn. 24 algo deseribes the relations of Prussie and Austria

lsading to the war with Desmark and the Seven Weekd' Ver. Fimally,

4t deseribes the conditions prewsiling toward the ond of the peried,




185221871, amony th

zlso includes 240

ces in fine print of blographlesnl notes concerning
veracng menticned in the text, s#lso & number of peritinent documentis.
Lg might be expected, consldering the pert Corvin slsved in the
fevolution of 1848 in Germany, he pliceg emphzsle on the struggle

the people throughout Durcpe to achisve demccratle reform and
navional stotehocod. The leidsrs of the virious revolutionsry move-—

not hegitute to lcvel

sctiong be ploged in
question, On the otuner hund, the lesders of rvecction and counter-

revoluticn sre given their just desserts. Jhey are ususlly unalloyed

N

villaing, end he doegs not {full to expreses scetisfiction if in the course

of events they ere punished by wial appesars to him te be poetic justice.
Yor those who fall to teke o stend on the vitel issues of the doy or
who show themselves wiliing to con.romise orn princliles he has only
contempt,

The suthor is never blinced by his feelings Lo the woint of con-
demning the people ruled by a reacticnary government, nowever, or of

-

condemning the setiong of o wsarticulsr govermment should thecse cctions
Fy i.?

k-

be just. ihere ig no room in his nistory for sheer emoticnzlism. He

.

vemains an sdvocsie of reusounubly objective anclysis.
Only in two cases <oee Corvin come in danger of losing =« noble
balance. One is in desiing with the Unitecd States. His sdmirstion

imerice almost seems to pluce the integrity of hie own netdonsilism

¢ o

in yuestiocn. The other case is in desling with the elureh, sspecially

603&@ Part I1I, Chapter 5, ®"Corvin and AmericaP®.
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reviigtis

Loy wovenend os pbeening from the Frenmch Hovidution of
Y apnd sore lzwmedl ely fron the sardles reveluilong of Juls 1830 snd

Folwusyy 1848, Re smobueises the widesprend dlssetliaf etion of the

e with the srbitrery espd whimslesl zetlons of thelr relers
epd mndndoing that this dlosetielsction wss eonmlavtly Repd elivwe by
an over vigilovd vress grovm elover in the weys of eveding censorsblie
The discprointment of the oo le over the broken (rudges of e
individucl rincer following the Fax of Libersitlon snd the contomt
foit for the Pridiculons® Iundesics nre nlieo elemente »f this ddesatige
factliome Vhed Plonldly sroteed the Germsng out of thely ueusl "cbedlonve
snd vatlonee®, cocording 4o bis view, wig the bold resuegeonee of Hw
Gstkolie Chaveh snd ohowe »ll the dchleswig-Holetedn pesiicn.

Bot owsrlooking e luportencs of these £ ootors, 1% suadt be poloted
onst thet Corwving sspeelelly in tde compe, ipnores soclal snd espoclally
sucmonie footores sbieoh slge oigyed an dmporbont perd in the goerel unreste
fle dous wob ddlreors the lpevessing influcpee of » mlddie oluse gwesing in
mapbers through the developnent of sclence snd tecknology, nee doss he
deteet in Uevmeey the omergente of an wwresnised thouph voolifesous

probetoricts. Bowhere dose be suke rofevenes o Eorl Hery, whoge

ifeade sopenrved lo 1847, or to Frlederich Engels, slthough
both wewrs in 2

viz =t the sune time Corvin wope The gerwesl usinesa
prgnadon and food phorteges of the fovtles ere aleo ot mentloved, noy

ip roforenoe neds @ dhe uprlslsgs of the wevers in S8lesic or the cnvesd

&l

B g?r:‘% a9

1 elabor-tion of this relst of viee gees i%sg*m;’: 5o Homumen,
i mﬁi L mwmw in the Feusplan Phipelend Ln JH48Y,
IR AE N ey p Xy ?‘1. m' Hoe ,q?;, pOE '5‘5 J‘.Q:&Zg i‘}é‘}*
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of the workers in the Ehiuneland, Although Corvin pessed ewere of &
slsss eonflict in Frauce, he never yrefers to the strugple in Cermeny
in these terus,

The factors inwolwed in the fallure of the Rewclutlon are twreated
in grecter detail. Agoording to Corvin the movement wns shortive
boosume 1t lacked ergunisstlon and had no definite gﬁ-ﬁmﬂ There w=as
no vepublissn party from which the revolnilorn alght heve drewn its
groestepd suppert. Fhat might have gone by thet neme wad in Corvin's
opinion ocomposed of & small mumber of gspeble men wnd a more mnerous
group of fapatie stergesers who were ready to zct Wut eompletely ine
sapuble of proposing s practical and feasible jlen of mﬁ.m.ﬁ In
addition the republiecsn group see split lnto querveling and jealous
factions in whieh it wue impossibie for & lesder to emerge withent his
belng uttecked by his own perty members.

The eonstitutionzlisis, who represented bthe largest grouy, wers
also divided and umorganised, Corvin gives thes o unlque elsssific:tiom
ligting them aps aristooratic sonstitutionsllisis, aristoeratio~desccratie
constitutionaliste or Liberals, and demoerstic constitutionklists, wee
presemiing right, center, snd soderets loft wings respectively. is a
group the ecnstitutlionalists wure frighteped by thaughts of the bloedy
formulated a comatitution on pupsr sworn o by the seversl legitioste
priness in 2 Wﬁwmmm To this grou; he secribes the

v o 9%: Pe ?*

for ¢
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fuilure of the Fronkfort Purlizment Insiezsd of creasting &

Ll

wliamentary army thet would have supported its decrees, it lost
valusble tinme in fruitlese discussions. It wag compoged of too
many srofescorg Tor whom Corvin had mo pariiculer sffection, aznd
t committed the unforgiveszble sin of ignering the republiean
memnpers of the spgembly. It even went so fur ag to lssuve demnei-

»

shblong of the uwpripings corpganized to come to its sid.

L‘

An sdditbionzl esuge for the fellure of the revoiution wag the
outbreck of the wor with Demmerk over Sehleswis-Holstelin, whieh
Corvin depignotes sz an unforbunste incident inavired by the naitlone

aligts. Thiz only served to divert the attention of the revcolutionaries

@

from their main objective.

The oliticel immeturity of the Germarn neople is 2lgo commented
upon. Corvin cizimg that "on the part of the peonle nothing henpens
in Cermany?® and he zecuseg them during the uprisings in Baden of
"here znd there surrveptitiously applauwding but nobt moving from ther
sentsh, 65

In Corvin's estimetion sn unforitunzie aspeet »f nzriiculariem

e

which imreded the growth of o« naliocnal potrictism wre the instituting

of loc:l porlicments. These pgro ¢ me into eonfliect with the

&

main poriisment ot Fronkfort, On the other hend, the Fronkfort

s

6400rvin, Nguweit, Vol. I, p. 17.
851pid., voi. I, pw. 124, Vol., III, p. 1100.

601pig., vVol. I, p. 17.



Parlizment slsc ccted sg o deterrent to prograssive sction in the
individual stctes, since uost eyes wore direcied there in ssorech of
paidance which waz net fortiwomings, The hope of positive sction from
Frankfort lupeded loosl initiative,

Corvir ig not ag vindicative awe muny of the participants In the
Hewolution whe locked for gespegoats umong thelr politiesl opponenis,
but he does singls out Heinrich von (sgerm, President of the Fraak{ert
Parlianent, ns the mau mogt respumplible fer its ineffectivenwvss. Hig
most dzenlng critieisn of Gagers is thot ke waz & 1llberl of 18321 67

Over cguinst the disorgsnized rewolutionaries und refurners

Corvin discerned & woll-organlsed party of rescticearies who 4new what
they wunted and were not reluctant to use any mesans to achiszve thelr
endp. Thelr party woss mede up of the sristoersey snd the preater purt
of the propertied clusz and wae mupported by the mdililary and ¢ posalve
buresuersey,. Encoursged by the reactionary turn of events in Franee
sad the fooliah tumults of the lef't, it aslowly but surely deoveioped in
strength to the point wheye it was able to erush 1ts o, pomenis. It
did not go sbout this at first in an openhsnded manver, but eovered up
its 2ime ﬁimy@?tl—aw:!&ing ohreses.

This susmation of the l.otors causing the fnilure of the
Revolution leuves certuin elements out of seccount thet hsve been move
slesyly high idghted by recemt researeh, It carnot be wipected, of
course, that he tould heve viemsd the Hevelntion with wz such objectivity
srd penetrating snslysis «s more recent historians of the peried, but

6T¥nlantin epeaks out for Qugern's “good will and honesty®, but
gays ho wus wot eapsble of handiing cuite ocumpliceted situstions or
significant tasks,. “Q Wﬁiﬂ., W Bol, 13 Pa 176 £
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Big clmoet botsl fsilure to mete thwe rescbion of the bouwrpooisic W
the sropraps of soelel vofors advoosted by an irevessingly vocifercus
working cizon snd $ie lecders znd Lts subpecuent deflestlon Lo not wery
vl edgtonds %i@,w Hie own contaemporery, the historius Bles, writing
pome tan yeors lalter, pukes an apalysie of the revelution whieh in
thiz respoct i onpeble of belng ranted with the wost recent

publie: tﬁ.;;zm*w Oeidly emough, in anelyveing the coures of the
Peaveriutlon in feris, Gorwin wery clesrly discoims the reoapon fov

its Fellure there.

rdle bis erditicism of the Frankiort rorlianent moy heve soue

t oosu letely overlockly the ptature ard the lntellizence
of the pepn who oomogsed 1%. It wop not o Inslgnlfient & body op
Corwir conaidered it to be. and ble boset thet the congldtuticn whileh
the Fariifoment rroduced cold hove beern written dovrn inslide of

buenivelour hours by o popular wriler of ordloary esiibey ghows o

é&?m:a view thet the bourgecisle beeowe frighlened by the
growing rmdicelisy iz rermresented by Dudolf HMadelmenn, Alewsnder
Abusch, Uiillem Ihenstedn, and Veit Velentls ir thelr vespective
worits 1ilosed in the biblicpreuhy.

25 . favolation, ¥4lheln Plos, Dietz
Fublishoy, wm%wmts 115‘»@3, mpf«m& fovor:bly in eontent Lf not in
%rm-ewz andd depth with the work of Velt Valentin,

Tsé"m*véxf, Heugadl, Vole I, pe 153 %ihe bourgeolsis sveliod

%:-ﬁe seorLer of the Interinm republloen govermment, Just se 3t bed
¢ movsvehionl scepter «fier the July Hewolublon. It

i e za,y formed u {iﬁi’hw%@ front sgesingt $he urely femoeratic
s ‘i:"i‘;as.i ag the goelaiisl prinelpie, the latier o of whieh weor
dilvected 2t frecing the producipg clegs from the degpotism of

eu ftellist jover.?
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lnck of appreciation for the work of thet sugust body,

The fact that the revelution might have been succsssful had
Gerzeny already been a unified stete w&%mmt&m}-eﬁx&&mmm
mentioned in Corvin's mwme?z He does, howover, approuch & move
roesont thopls that the German rewvolution might have beon successful
mmmm-ntmm:‘mmam*”

hwmwmmmmmmmm
fulls to seo thst for s large portion of the popmlation, wspecinlly
prised st that time two thinds of the populztion, the revolution had
lost ite jurpoge o soon &2 this eliss hed been freed from feudsl
obligationn, ™ Hence while mupport was given by this group during the
initial steges of ths revolution e defection cocurred that seriously
effacted {ts chances Lfor susvess.

In seaking the ressome for the failure of the Kevulution aclely

withih Germeny, Corvin overlooked the fsct thst ths Rewolution was

e ﬁ?c:ammnuﬂﬂav?ﬂmﬁmuﬁm%wammmm

rlissent see: Sigfrid inbery, A Shoxt Ristery of Sexnamr,

em, Bew !o;m 1945, é. mm,gwm,
chights m.lammmmn w’“”” Deutsche mwil '“f.“,' ek ﬂtmm

» mm' ‘ CrRR ARy IR BB TetI TG TR miwc
tuertteubergs Steiner Fablishers, 1948, ps 30.

V’ﬁramntmmzwwmwmma ki, 7, Tersen,

ishilae Vodo I, pe 269 2,
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part of & general wnve of nolitiesl unrest whie: swept over most of

arope cnly to recede befors the forces of reszction and counterrevolution ——
75

that schleved no immedizite success snywhere sutside of Switzerlis

To accuse the Fronkfort Parliament or the German people of cousing the

fzilure of the Bevolution ig the result on his part of too restricted

& noint of view., Less restricted snd less oartisan are his views of

the Civil ¥ar in Americo, which he was able to judge from the »oint of

view of an outsider.

In hie grefice to the chapters on the Civil Vsr, Corvin st:tes
hig resgong ez a luropesn writer for presenting such & detsiled account
of the American conflict. According to bkis views the Civil Ver
dezerved a more thorough tresctment than it had hitherto reccived st
the hands of Iuropesn historiens. 7The growing interest in Americs
due to the inerensed German emigrs=tion to "the land of the future® and
the influence which thie wer had had on Furope were sufficient cause
for treating it more thoroughly then some of the Emropesn wars whieh
seamned to the sverage German reader to be of more immediate concern.

Corvin beging his presentsilon of the Civil ¥er first by trocing
its nizteoriesl bockrround. The institution and growth of slavery he
ageribes to nsturnl snd economic conditions: climate and soll, the
invehtion of the cotton gin by Bhitney, and the abolition of slave

trade in 1808, which cauged &n ineresge in the value of slesves. He

&~
“Rudolf Stedelmann, "Doe Jahr 1348 und die deuleche lGezchichte®,

Deutsche Sundscheu, Hay 1949, o. 107.
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pointes out kst as an institution slevery encourapged the growih of a

P

Ll

landed aristocroery such zs the one in burope, whicli lowvked down upon
the farcers end shopltvepers of the Borth wg o roce of induriors. ind,
this dififervence irn soclodl sictus sos furbther sppraveted by v voarisnce
in religious bellied betwzen ruritsr snd Anglicsn,

A more lmmedizte cuuses he mentlong economic difficulties,
cuch =g the protective wirlsf objeciioneble to the coutherners s=nd the
feeling of politics) ingecurity in the South due to the rapid growih

?“

<

Yotdion in the free Borth. The waxing Intensity of feeling between

g
glovery and antisl very ig then treced by recounting the incidents
precaeding the ontbresk of hosbilities: the somission of Aurnzus 82 &

i by the Ired Scoti declsion, the execution of Jolwm brewn, Linecoln's
election, the secesslon of South Carsline, und the bomb: rament of

Fort SuglterT. Hithin this seguetce of events appesrs & fransistion
of Lincoln's first lnauvgursl sudross.

N

Before toking wp & feirly deteiled sccount of the ailiiary

aigneg from the beglnning to the end of the w

v, Corvin desoribes

the feeling and sctivity that preveiled in beoth Horth and Louth, the

v

solitienl situstion in Vashington, and the inltisl 2ilitsry naneuvers

Fa

on botin mﬁifﬁ‘un
The  eannnl sey hethe ¥ ivto op vntz of the battl
The wuthor canrol siy whether Corvints szccountz of the batileg
of the Civil ¥ar coptribubte any new duta to thet which ie elvendy st

hwmpd, wut it iz to be nobted thsi he supporie CGerneral ¥ellellisn in the

vuburv1ﬂ‘s analyesis of the higtoriesl basckgrounu of the Civil
Unyr ig op ecomulete zg could bhe expected from a writer of his ﬁ
It lzcks, nsturaily, that depil of vislon supplied by _oter re @Arch,
cpe James G, Hendell, The Civil ¥er ppd R ions D. C. Heath Co.,
Bogton: 1937,

eoonaiIng



fage of =11 onsosition snd looks wpon bie dismiseel oo the regull »F
Slentonts ermlty toverd him and the overshelping infiuence vhieh the
Secretary of Yar exerted on the s aﬁﬁwﬁnw Phe only thing Corwin
enr biing hiszell to say agelnst Mellellan iz thet he Yperhops adght
be scouged of an exogpersted reluetonee to stisnek s fue whose slrangth

g pieill he overestimsted with moans vhieh seanod lngnfiieiont to

In genersl be rogerds the Unlon srmy commandexe ap inpsiable and
rogreie the wneesssery loes of 1Aife brought about by thely focdigh
miotokes. lle reepeet for the Americuan goldier ip gemine and forees
hin do remerk thet %2 povernnent snd subitious, incompelent genorals
pever rdeyed nors Mightly ip war with lmmen 1ife ther hwppened Ip Uds
Givil ¥ar In lorth imeriosh, ® Gerngral Grant iz sopealoll; selscled se
& farget Loy ﬁ&"iﬁﬁ%ﬁ.ﬁ&% and Btenton and Helleek sre refecyed to s
Tupachelr strateglets whe oould nol comprebond el an srmy couldnlt

&0 .
move g enzily ne thedy Tingers over & mun¥, Corvints rosieet fow

mevizt’ﬂ defense of HeClellen is preweented fyvom 2 alliiovy
mm? of vi@ w and 18 gertainly worthy of conglider: tim, bea Corvlr,
» J-X-, e £ u‘*{gm, g?ﬁ) 3"‘4’3?3 ?ﬁ;ﬁ, }“‘63 &y GV
5@:&1%@%& saterdinl mey be found in Corvin, Ixdprecursan, Vol. 111,
e Lk fn’ 287 f&g Yole i%; sl 17% fe; n‘ﬁ}é' %?"‘.}jé‘

Biorvin, Yole IZ, e 91%s

WM’ o Yo

{‘:‘)wwm'm, iz selso worth-while reference lor Gonm

Lemporery views :pf ﬁivi'}a far generals and stotesnen. For an setloanidon

of Grant cee Vole ILX, ppe 247=450; Halleok: Vole 11X, ppe 240-050, 2EE,
Yolie 3:'»’, e 373 gqi Blenkeys Vols m, e mt?;r' 225, Yol 1?, e ?’fﬂ,"‘{}'
1763 Stenton: Vol IV, pe 176




W&m;ﬂ His comporisom of Limecln and Jefferson Duvis iz
saturally in fevor of the formev.
3t Corvints ancoount of the war 4t is guite spparent thst

his sympathies always lie with the Horth, 7The attitude of the Southermers
is baughty snd contemptucus, and the orualties committed cn both sides
mﬁmmxwmmwodmmmg Be bravnds slewvery ss a
Wummmmemmmmwmma
ammmmmmumwmummmml
mmmmmwwm@umm,hmm
ummm%mmmamwmm;mwtmm
man personelly, In the Horth, howewver, militery service wes to a large
extent the sacrifice of 1ife for & noble causes

Pesognition 1s also given the part played by the Germen immigramts
in the war, although this phase is not ty any means stressed ss might
be expected, The said given Linmccln by CGarl Schure in Wlsoongin,
Gustave Koerner in Illinois, and Carl L. Berzays, in Hissouri, in
bringing sbout his eleetion, the sppoiataent of wuricus 4{8%ers much
ap Blenkey and Sigel, the porformance of Yiersan® divisions like thet
of Hienker in suving Bsshington during the Firsi Buttle of Bull Run
receive at least homorabies mention.

Gorvin's final observation concerning the war from the polnt of
vigw of o luropesn is of interest to Americens. It runs as followss

%M“mﬁi’MMImn. : Voles I3
Pe 833 L4y o lﬁlg%a» Aleo Irinneranges m"m‘ '



The marmer in vhich this hiatorieally aingular eivil wer
wag conducted rightfully srouped the sstonighuent of the old
world, Though ome might there emlle snd wmeke marcestis
remarke sbous the laok of skill of inexperiemced geperals in

a selsnce whieh can be sequired culy through experienge fox
wmu one in Aceyion hap hed luckily 1ittle opportunity, that
whioch the imericon soldier performed sroused thelr admivastiom
in the highest degree, fer grester deeds of bavciom thim
were performed im thie great wer by both Forth snd South
were porfomsed neither by the glovious lwwmen legions, the old
guerd of Bapoleom, nor the Austrlans, Ruseisps, or oven the
Prussiang, - of whom 1% 48 wery doubitful if they would have
battled o5 bruvely ag the jmericuns, - if thay had been
lod zo badly.

S84l more sdmireble perhaps then the bravery and joy
of scorifics of the Americens in the field enp the memney in
whieh they cdjusted themselves to conditions which weve
entively new to them. In the «ld world on egpecially
trained generel glaffl provides iv cose of wer fovr the
sxtremely lmportant and difficult probles of tramsroritstion,
and everything ie previcusly arranged for the esre of sick
snd woumded; 4 the war machine is set in mﬁ@a, ﬁv’@’@ww
rung sutomsdlosily. and that lo spite of everylhing
doez wot slways go so swoothly, one can lesin fm
Baropeussn warse ho dous not mm:&l the swdlched diporder
and evil conditioma in the Crimesn ¥orl The wavs in Inrope
usaally teke pleee in an ares which is hardly the site of
a soell lmericen state; while the Awerionn theeters of war
were often sepersted by distances such ss thet from Petorege
burg to MHadrid and were eltusted in sress for which there
vere ne mope and in whieh for sspy miles no dwelling wea
12 be seon, Mnd, novertbeless, in o few months trense
portation snd mediosl aid wers organized in the United
mummm@awmﬁtuwmmmw
the bBurcpsens whose goveynne tg;amt officisl observers
to lesrn from the mmms‘. ~

At ths olose of Corvin's secount he deserides the ssseesinstion
of Lingoln und the mrrest and execution of Johm ¥ilkes Booth., Johnsont's
speech before the opening session of Congress, Degenber [, 1868, is
prezent az sost preiseworihy snd deserving of note by the hesds of
the various Paropean goveroments, His trectment of the dlspute

az%w, LI

Vole I, pe 995 £
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Fresident Jolmpon over Desungtreotlon
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Lodde Hhe wed ceriod bot lp includoed by

Corwvin s withir $he sstursl frasework of Lhe sulijects

The Loet mejor werk Lo arsosr from Corvinty sen like the Jlest

wns @ kiptopieosl It ehronicled «n evert ip hlotory wided

Lorvin fald

gl g b I 4 gy B wm gt o o g o -
cortsnt in oll the yews of conte uropress

torerd colitlesl snd intells ansncl

.&

notion, snd ne grow ey
testinony oould be glven of hig devotlorn do demcersey or dilustiute
the neygnmicl spiredt of pevelution within hism Lhare thiszs book erliten

ERET )

LA P i R A ﬁx‘«?r L
Life with o yedie.l plont hel lrerescing sge leojers thelr sutloonk

into gonpervetiom, snd suny of Corwin's contompornries conformed 6o

thieg attern sffer the bevolution of 1848 hed fuiled wums

Givm gobd

ssn of Bisserceiisn rale bed gel iv. I wsy be thqt Uorvin, foo, lor

W ounder the spell of the drvon Chuncellor, =% lecal M wop
shtribute Blemsrekls fullings o the restrzeints luced

impeyver #ililan 1. But 1f he held kis ordticison of

s owindmua, be fell no compulsion in supreselng his

{zetion wlth the Hobsnsollern governuents the eongtitution o

ol Iinment o bin only croouflsged an underlying

xoay
s

3;&{3@ ostoy: Dnile Advertdaor, Febe ooy 17, R8T, Vol g Lo
sz guupoet fox ‘%:?;%;:: prd the folleowing stefenunt. This govree fn Laroe
alter roferved o oo BDAs
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the botler srd foll certain het sdoeilon G

Lhinge - ot on edue tlon euntroiled by elate snd eluredn, b

a gelf-hel, or inde endsnt type of eduouticn neuired through « free

mresis 41

witle bhe Bope of widing this progoss of self-dnstruciion

{(Hlgtory ol e Oreut Frened lavolutdon) nnd strove to sresent it not

ayar of « diseipliined, order-loving, serviant of

thaze of o Lover of freedonn.

The fuild Witle of thisg Wwo-voluse worh 4 Sl 4

L B dhEur

Gre.t Frensh Pevolutlon cud 1te Effuvets)e It Srests not only of the

0

o the

Y 5L RS

siution nt «f the perdoed spd events followdup 11 uy Lo the yesvs
Li4BmsFe  Elihough not ss ualverssl g his other histegies, i1t dows

include ~1l of furoeps - fussis, Joland, end Durkey g well e apd

the United & ity geope. The btuo v lumes snre dlvided fnte
Four partt uns oal in contents (L) from the beginning of the Levolusion
to the founvstion of the Repoleonie fampirs, (2 fras the Napoleonie
Ympirve to the Pesboretleny (3} from the Restoration to the July

Fawnlublion, {(4) from the July Bevolution to the cutbrork of

movenend for freodon.

Like the w0 ureeceding hipiories this vne wep mernt for the

2
m

othing new lp ihe wey of mistoeriesl

reseerche L1 i wnndks them, hovever, in that 1t iy pet =¢ ooulsy
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oivt of wier thet the teo wolumey mupt be songldered ¥

s hdstorienl tracilses croable of belng

poholarly in polure.

| N T oy o, 7ep B B heus I s ge'h sy -
eywints comenpt of the Preunch ievolulion

£ ovag 2 ptrugele by the frecdon-loving elsments of ol uutions to
Liberote Lhemgoives fvon the servitudo of sbeoolutied povernmantes

Lg be zoye "lhe history of Franee during this eriod ile the histowry

=

of the woyld »

the Mdetory of the world is sg-dn the Listory of the

an

e

Fremen or groct revoiviion®. Thot 4t goourred in Frinoe

Meteriesl wocldent, Az for Ite speselific uimsg, 2%

the gum of Thlstorical rights®, thoet 1o, Shose rizhie of ibhe

Lowhideh

wniel wrese durdng the course of hlstovy

at the tive of the bev@lutios were in gonflict with revoon, freedon,

syl the penersi well-=belng of the poorles Thed the Iwvolutioo

%
i

tave erisen at all was due, nol so sueh $o the unbesaruble subjocilon

ol the poupls in frince, =g fo the relotlonabi, betveon o, presslon and

the mowlodpe or edwentlionsl level of the jevples. v $hls rep.rd
Corvin's Judgment eclneldes with modern blstoriesnl oplnlone I his
oun worde, Pihe Revolution proveeded Mrow the digproportiorn in whleh

servitude -nd intelligenee ztood Lo ewch other, for womly to un

&3 w- velorred ‘E a..,.;

41
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intellipent peonle iz servitude unbesrobile®,
that the burder ou tie French peo;le wag heavy enough to be cousidered
a neturai couse, and the vearious taxes on the people are recorded s
in otaer histories of the Levolution.

in element goldom meationed by most hdicioriins o0 the Frenell
sevolutlon se an Influence in bthe development of revolutionexy iervor
1s toe part plaved by Frenclh troops sent to Americs 1o toke part in
the lfmerican var of Independence. Corvin meintoring thzt the ooldiers
becsme so imbued in Ameriecs with & genulne republican spirit thait they
spread 1t emong the remulning French troops wfter their return hone

. 86

nd won them over for the cause of the zeople,

('1

It is interesting to note thait Corvin condones the feign of

1.
i

Terror whicn go many historiung hove condemned znd whieh no doubt was

Frequently held uys by moderates and conservatlives ws & warning to
order-loving German citlzens. le writess

The historians who invelgh egeinst the Heign of Terror
are gtrangely usually those who spesk of the glorious deede
and herces of vers which they descrive with talbos and
glorious recognition.... %The Bevolution wieg to be gure
filled with murder~, atrocities, diercspect of rights, etc.;
but it nad at lecst, certainly o rationsal gozl, the free
state, end & nman end moral urgoge, the libersztion of
the wveosle from a brutsl slivery onc thelr elevition to
human dignity. The countlessz political waors, however, whog
neroes and deeds are so much glorifiec, had usually no
calculsble wurpose for the pecople or for human na,r*mess
end were no legs filled, indeed even ro§$ so, with mrderes,
atrocities, &nd disresyvect for rights.

8% o N
“epe Loulg k. Gothtschalx, Ihe
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tu.
"‘)
8]
oty
<t
i
]
-]
o
e
fe
[
bt
O

N
L0
-

8600rvin, hevelution, pe. 15.
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The upriging of the pecsants apsinal thelr feudel lore s
eomsicered ag Justiflable In o slmilar pannere It iz ressyiodlie tlmt
nomun of Gorvin's sdesroed yoars could 23111 wirlie shopd hds Iveident

with go wmeh Teelings

They /the pecsanty not only refused nsyrent of their
feaind dues and compliance with the sorvee, bul gtormed

theliy eholerux, bthrew Lhe wmenorlel rolls Into the fire,
degiroyed Durniture, set fire o Uhe rvows sod outhovssi,
murdered the rersong huteful to thenm and perforsed truly

The excesseg of the Thersidorien lescilon he conslderu, nowewer)
iv. n slipghtly dilforent light apd vel tes thet iv Lion the YBrothers
of the Mup end the Brothers of Jesus® enyrying thelr regarics end led

by prilosis in ssoramenisnl robes, opensd the dosro of the sricovs snd

£

struck dovm Lo the blindest feratielasn sll of the incales.
in eonpldering the vesiior of the clargy tuder the decree of
June 12, LF0, Corvin does not tase the stund thad migbt be ex;cobted

Prom the cuthor of the PLaf e

Ho felt thet the sensible woy
to haye golved the problem would buve been to heve jengloned the eulabing
clovgys sersyrie ihe ehureh from the siete snd mske ite support the
regponalbl ity of ithope Pwhose hoprlnese is dopendent on cluveies and

ity sinleters®. The mesns snioloyed by the lntlonal Assembl;y only
.

F %

‘ , , : , o . &
oessstoned v bitter strugsle sxiremely ruinous to the Hevelution,

Lorvints poslition io reference io the French Fewolution recelves

>

gdditional elorific:tlion through hle sopesipsl of {tn lending versmailties,
& e

i
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with whor Yw blegel wd onme

Lol man

8 Shog o

in eont et during the Hewslotion of 1Ld48. T shearierre
geli-mode, rigld, dopmoide gyetons of
He reesgnized hle kecommens, stve od

fneoprryptibliity, et he seoused hls of coveiing honor,

influenee of othersy ond yesyning o He wep nod

eanity, «nd hiz

e
P
-

wey finnily e men who morked not st nuah out lowe for

sevolution; ag such se oud of o Jeslre for the wotlve

vaorie, eut of fansticlen for his gyrstam, snd out of =

bellef in ¢ world historie eisslon conferred upon hin by the o

Belng®. The resgon bobegplerve wes not begwirehed with bribery »o

et st bhe time the couyd resorded to pueh = ctios he wen too

et
“r
‘*J‘

lnalgmificont o aun te be appronched, levertheless, Corvin fugtifies

she Vode Xy A30s Corvinls werdiot is wra izﬁy
-0 Lk SRande Luleuis 4 la iov.iu

. “ﬁé%, #pe xlh Loy where e soouses fobes g&ii e

3"?3’3 Literary wonlly, puriten virtue, and slzenthropy
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Pobaprierrels notions vy %o the jolint where he sitempied to sroot s
Hopublic of Viriue.

The Hevolutlon hed proceedsd purely snd alome out of the
noed for liberty: fron thds souree vose alse the justiliesw
tdon Jor tarroristesse Up o tuls time Fobesplerre bhadd
seted soeording to this view. Bowever, ln thel he pow let

fall the idex of liberty ng the gulding priseijle for the
Fowsnding of o pey stote An whieh the idss of wirdtue wng

sombined ¥1th the congeyt of fores, hwe felsifled not only

e ordgingl gool, but 2lsc the charscter of the

Bevelutione 92
spoording to Corwvin 31 wap iobesplierve who setunily took the flrst
ptop tovnrd rescblon by dolng amey with the men who were more decided
and more eongistent revolutionists than he,

Danton, on the other lmnd, wus regerded by Corvin as howving but
sne peseiony & true love for liberty. He lacked the bed cualities of
s deangogue snd ccosenpsed the good onee to 2 high degres., He joined
u permegive eloqguenes with & fumndamentally heslthy politiecsl unidere
stopding. and, hoe wvop s wan of deeds, DBubt he lacked the keen
politiosl inslght of Harat,

Beraty, 1% weo by, sffer the unsvoldsble €811 of Danton snd
Fobesplerve nmight heve smrwved the Revolutior hsd he boen glven the
regopnd tion from s eontesoreriee thst he degerved snd had he not
met an untimely death et the hande of Cherlotte fordey. 1t mez Haraet
who had sugoosted o revolutionsry dietastorship ard Copvin folt sure thut
such an sgeney would have prevented faotliomel digunity, would have

srodueed declisive sction, and in the end would beve nchicwved sucoess.

dog, Vole I, pe 330. epe Albert Batbhiez,
armend Colin, Perigs 1907, Vol. Ii1, pe 25 £.
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e e sove, bo defends binm in hlp wish b Gmmble proud, erlidlou
Ablon == £t resdon ¥ehich seske 4o explolt nad pulde Duveps in
the intorest of 14s sristoorsoy snd platoorr o™ -- ot it i only

temoor rye thops who regeyd with Aty the pdeture of the ouoe gront
E F (< 2 i

Pmperer slone on Dte Helenz, deserted even by the vwopun he hwd

Emuress of wmoel of furope, cre reminded thnt he Left bip firet wifes and
thet he eould not exnect love send loyslty from goreone mhon he bmd
foread ifntc o marrd gee Although Cervin admlts Bopoleon wegn greanl,
gtill hv dnzists L1 wee o gresivers Inferior to thel of Frederieh 11

or Joge bk 11 bocsuse %he £uiled eomjletely to sorve the historle

uroageg of his s

ceutnge®, Nepoleonts benishment in the end s
pronounced s trsgie bt jueb.

Thet the Bapoleonic Empire wee extended over Germrry iz not
rogorded by Corvin sp o misforiune, He deep rot ponglder 1t with the
eyer of ar ulire-nciicosiipt vho sees In ¢ the subjugation of (ermuny
o forelpn rale, bt rother wlth thoee of & mun who welcones the denth
blog to the antiousted form of the Holy Homr lomoire. The zopression
of Lspeleonic rule in Cerseny glso L=1ls to arousge his exodilon beesuge
it 9211 on the princes, srigtoersts, snd privileged eloszes vather

93

ban on the burgher wmd pespont who were o 2ore ororesszed than belore¥,.

He ointy owt thet the e spel slotes ir Uornuny enjoved sore of ths
frvdte of the levolution thvin Frinee lizelfl,
Ihe pleture of Germwny durlng the Heapeleonie rericd, wretehedly

divided, wode vowerless through the eselfistness o8 ite vobby prinees,

{ 74 r e 4w
gsuar?iﬁ, Vole 1I, ye 695




Corviu bringe forcibly 4o the reslers sttentlom, #nd he dellghts in the
goornful oregentotion of lumilisted Cermun vuleys fewning for frvors

b Poris snd Fontsinblesu. Xt 1z with diffieuity thet be bringe hisself
to eny & good word for Rarl fugust of Belmer, the noble jslren of Germun
Iitercture, o e sure the Ninleters Oteirn snd Herdenburg uve pralised,
tut there wre few men In thie reriod whew he conslders worthy of

eomnendsticn. Burke, fur sxencle, ®ho asroused his ecuntrymen - ovlust

the Freneh Pevolution, is eclled “umprineipled®, snd Voshimgton, whe

BPOEB £

i

singt eid o Frence, “thunklessa”. Xosclusko ls reprissnded
for not uncerstending thet the exceasss of the revelutionliste wore only
the bBizrdh pelse o & vew government. And, s for lafopyeite, he ip

eluply propounged #intellectunily wesk®,

e

It might peaily be luogined thet Corvin with his intense nwred
towerd deppotie royeily would glesi over the frte of Louils AVI apd
Ynrie Aptoloetts, Buoh lg not the enpe. He exereises rensnrkable

%

Loulsny whon Servin preseats s s Wypoeritlosl weugnl

3

moaher than o despot ip desustcted into the heresfier In complate
obhicativity. The end of Durle antoinette g barely centioned, jerhaps
to sveld srousing sywpatby Lor her. Only in the scse of the Duuphin

doss Gorvin ghovw an unnecepsury hordpess of vonGerning the

trostoent he received st the hande of his stlendant, o phoewmaker wnd

Yeing~hnter¥, Corvin writes:

it s=us indeed rether borbtovle, Z:m T obsaieclliy, crebobly
not hu r thun thet infllicted on zeny ehdlidren of roor
parente Quring th@ir "%”rﬁnﬁiﬁ@ﬁhmg; Little Louis hed to
gulfer for hdg mgﬂ\%xrth guite in the sawe manser ca other
ehiléron mufer for being loweborn.,

g‘ﬁ@%?&m, lawluticn, Vol. I, pe 311,
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The period offer 381% iz not s¢ fulily recordsd or s vall

"

snalyzed ug the reriod vrseeding it., Corvie deperdbesr prizsrily the

7

post-Reooleonie eonditions io the werdoug Furopeon and fAos

ricen atoteg,
pnotlng tharely the ctiampta of the Holy Alllaves end the resctico to
gaprresa the democerntle movenent. The wers of resiorstion lo Spaln
and Itslv, the unrest in lveland and England, the cetdvity of the

In Germeny, snd the revelutions In Pelond, (resce,

Fropas, ond Lhe South Ameriecn ocintrles ol find ¢ loge ws expreseing

the now goizdd of Liberty. o ehagtor ig even devoled 0 the erilension

and strengibening of dewcereey in the United Ctivess kenroe i@ prelsed
ag ope of Axeriests prestest precidente. lo tresting the Gresk War for
indupendences eonsidoysble speoe g deveted Yo 5 sumeery of the dilomstle
moves in espnectlon with 14, Thet the gred covers bocone entongled

in the Gresk wetion lg shown (o emspecbe oors frop selllish votives

thaw fros ony lovs for Freedom.

i

In gerersl Goprvln Uries to errhwgize the rols dlslomuey

Lo & fovsotion of bistorie evenlo. To €0 this he felt i1 wuz
neeeseeyy to mindmize the pooce given 4o the narrafion of adiitery
enecnbers. Altbough s soders resder of Corvin's works still feels
thet the wilitary slement ig overplrossed, It is noteworthy that
Corvin atien;ted $o break swey frowm o long tredition in bistoriecl
exvoaition which eonplieved mrpad conflicts & mujor sloment. 42 &

Justiliectiorn of hiz polnt of view be writess

tme will have peeognired thoty with the presemiotion
waieh unfqr%uMﬂﬁﬁ»y ?i“ wp the grmnﬁﬂﬁa At ol werld 2
we alwag milliegy unly very {i.;fv*.’:’fi’gniiiiﬁ.;@:; s
et bl it ‘;Q@ & ﬂi&;?@gufi&&ﬁﬁ»&;y grovter ¢sye smd
thoeroughnesz o the seliiled or 4l lomsties Fithout deuhd
wve sogwer beobt through this smaxdnm the ursoge of the work st




hand, sinoe that politiesl or diplomstic impulse whieh

edvantagoously tecches on what thresds snd by whet bands

the great fate of men is directed, offers the peopls &

T ot e e e e

of systemutie surder,

Beaides the meterisl generally ineluded in u narrstion of the
Froneh Revolution, Corvin adds many items of intersst thet imerespe
the readebility of his books One learns for exenple thst the
guilletine reiher than being & syabol of texror wes Teally en
instrunment of merey, 3§§ & .«g. fapr Lt on previous
methods of deeapitstion. The Duke of guf ususlly maligned
88 the author of She Brunswiok Eﬁir e ehown ot to have. @»wta_.
the documefit in guestion. At snother volmt he fﬁa 2 intevesting
story of the erigin of the French pational eolors, and cme lserns that
the goddess of reason enthrosed in Hotre Dame was hot s prostitute but
1o reality the very respectdd wife of s rejutsble Faris physielsn,

Corvin'e deseriptions of some of the important events of the
Revclution are almest ca vivid as if be himeolf hed Leon present,

His journslistic styls is sspeaislly well adspted for dealing with

the many dramatie episodes. It is by means of graphie g«aﬂeﬂ#
reoorded eonverssticons, the inclusion of lateresting detulls and admize
sble charnuter portreysls, that Corvin sucoseds in making the Revolution
live, His book may not be & profound gtudy and say wot present
snything mev to historiesl research, but it makes extremely emjoysbls
resding and u.wg have velue 23 & dooument sritteon sbouti »

———

&gv Sioges A1

s, Vol. IX, ». 82X,



revolution by & men ﬁg,_gwuw @uﬂﬁ%ﬁ in one.
& Exanan 2A3 ihe Sermans

Although Corvin would not have classified thie work ap obe of
his Mstories and 1% 48 by po means & history of the Prusvo-Prussian
Bar, it still has such v siveng element of historiesl nerrstive sbout
1t, that its inclusion here is felt justifichle. In meny respects
44 reads like the report of & adlitery tectieclan, Its @ﬁgg
uneble to refrain from long and involwed gﬁ.ﬁwﬂga of military
eompeigne that must bave been rogarded even by the swarege rosder
of his own dsy with conpideredls lack of inbterest. However, if one
combs through the Yook with gome oare, encugh may be gained fyom
1% to make it worth-while reading to the student of history who is
in seeveh of a pleture of the times or who is interested in a fairly
unbissed jregentation of the German attitude preceding snd Guring the
ecafiict that brought sbout Germen wality.

The forty-eight page imtroduction to the work iz the most
interepting in pregsenting Corvinls viewe songorming the var, He
traces in brief the bistery of the Germans from the snd of the Thirky
Years' Yar to his own day, stressing the conditions within Gormsny
under the many primcipelities of the Holy Roman Bmpire, the
relations betwoen France and Gewmsmy, snd the ptrugsle of the
Oerman pecple to achiove nationsl unity end politiesl freedom. He
48 sure that thse %ermsne sre &8 good apd felr thinking people® and
thet they “peve had, and sre fulfilling a highly creditable




eivilizing plssier in the world®, He nluo ssinbtuing thet they are
& pence-loving reccle bat thet thelr peatriotiom 1 wroused when the
Freneh vrise the oxy for & freptior on the Hhine, He wakes ¢ rolher

mat: sailf-dtaborn

strong ouse for watdon s seens o bolieve thut

with s united wnd strong lerpery the pecee of Murope msy be wpsur
Prensets peblvlty in the cultursl sphere le yroloed, but her nilitery
egplrations pegt ond precent ave deeried. Although it might be
comumed Irom Corvinte regord up to this tine thet Blemarel would be
rogurded with dlstruet, such is not the coge, He 1s wormly prolsed
st the omag for the wer is placed on Hepoleon 11X,

In view of yegent eveuts 1t iz intercsting to note that Corvin,
who wee clready an Asericun cliizen, a steuneh demoerat, and o wun

who prlded hinmself op Mg unemotionsl Judgmwenics concsrning history

& Bopoleon I would not be [ossible in Germany, for the
Gormens, though alwys resdy to defend thelr own eountery ond
retionsl independence, would never follow the lend of a
wliltery havo, shoge ml;imq;g peompbed kis fo supprepss the
liverty of other natlons, |

Boyond this /M%@wmmmw y the sebition of the

Germong doss net esxtends They do not wlsh for other conguests,
spd vivt mee done in former tlmes was mot dope by thewm, i

by thelw yr&m&fg, snd s repetition of sueh en Injusiles sz the
Svision of Polend is imocasible in our cspe.

dach paragrephs enn ooly be vnderstood when conglidered within the
hiptoricsl context of the wge in whiech they were srititon.

Volume 1 deseribes the war from its beploning v to $he epd of

Fotte von Corvin, In Eruge xiih $he Serssba, ‘dehird Dentley
& fon, Londony 18T, Vole L, pe xiiil, Hereafter rolerrsd %o se




the slore of Dbregbourg snd the entyry of the Germeng into ¥Yerscilloes.
de & corregpondent Lovr the Vienma HBoug Frels Prosge Corvis fullowsd
the noverents of the Germer srny ag closely o8 poseiide, e intended
at firat to niiceh blogelfl to the beadmuarters of ope of the thpee
pruies, but knowing thet headqusriter correspondente wuers not fres snd
were sxrected Yo vwrlte only whet wep spreesble, bs resclved to remain
indopendart. Ssczuse of this be wus sble to ehenge from one frout to
ancther st will, decending on the zmount of zilitery setividy.

Corvin st first sticched himself to the Third or South Army,
comumnded by the frince of Fruassle, ard witnesged the bwitles of
Sonrbruciz, Forbaochk, dpilchern ildge, and ¥Yoerthe Oun dugust 19, one

day sfter the great bSatile of Grevelotte, be joinsd the 2nd or mlidle
army under Irirece Frederlek Chavrles, and slthough be hed mloged the
gnommier iteelf wup dble to deseribe a2t flrsi-hond the eonditions
Immecinctely following 1t e well sp the siegpe of Hols. Feeling thet the
plege Ltaelf would probably be of Long duretlon, Corwvin returned to the
Jrd army onge more wvhere be made s tour through dlgace ending wp bofore
reghoury in time to witness ite bosberdmest snd eonituialion, m

Getober 21, he procee

ded to Versuillies where he »emalned untll the end
of the were n Febeuary 13, be visited Porls for » duy snd refurned
sgedn o witness the entey of the Ger an troops wnd thelr tvo-dey
poupaticn of the eilye

Leg i to be expected thers Lg mueh of the wur whigh Corvin
himpeli 4id not persouslly expevience. Hs nayrolive is tled together

with erewvitness sccounts and descriptions from offleinl seporis. The
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Letbers and ceroels weye delivered Lo the aoldierse
with wo mrfm& preed and regulerity, though they

hed m étm*w”a gonetines ower bhoussndzs of miless
powppe peve wers in the hende of post s ldiers,
whilet the frussisng in Frepve were held lun ignorunes
of whnt ba ﬁf&@«.& in the world for weeks, wnd the uile
most oure wes talken oF the sick snd wounded under
diffieditices i:ﬁ comyerison to vhieh thope in Inrope
srowsr trifles.

The sealtery srvongewenis of the Awericsns soen
segulred grent srd well-deserved rerutution through-
aub the world, and delegetes Ivoo mery nations eume
o lenrn from theomy even Puszle sent $thers osne of
her Mishest senltory officerSeeee

Bunireds fol German/ soldiers dled wn the batdle-
Pleld who might beve been gowved, 1f ... sofflicient
ﬁﬂmﬁ& et boen provided for ghelber or frengportstlon,

g T W the lees warilke but more oaternel
ool the grewt Herablle,

The geverly wounded lmeriorn poldlers who ocodld
ot be teong: eg*tm’i e the ragulsy bospliels sere jleced
I lerge wnd Lofly tents, and for those wvho eonld be
trong erted husdreds of gonveniently build apbulances
BHRPY T ;»&M shidilat the Goreasn wounded ressined foy
dnye and ndghte on the balilefield, or at lesst in
srable howvels, or were ssrvied away :?w mmw%,;m
BT FLOTE writh Boarsely se wuoh Qure nE n ww
el poode snd often withoud swver o dros 'Jf ST T

Sorwin denve snotheyr Dsvorabde compardson vhes he veferp to
the trostocnt of espunliles:

Another prood thet the derman ,guwmmmﬁ hag o
henrt Lor seldiers whe are digable dy wnd sillil leus
regerd for the feelinge of the fomliles who furnlish
when the 1ife materisl, lp the sanver In which the
dgnd nre deslt withe Ln this regpect they night niaeo
heve m%m*&@ﬂ from the Awericins. Iin the nelghborhgod

rw ﬁuiﬁgmn, ond ot mery other flﬁe%, inrzy and

i';:u,
pesutifuily ludd out burdsl grounds; or ralher gordens,
%‘&J be seen, shers the soldlers whoe died in the great
LY BEE ﬁ****im, apdl vhope bodles wers oo rﬂa@mw brought
- frow the bebtlefields, whare they hed laln for sfae;ifzy
zonbhe in Bw eortheees m,»:*;h body lies now under o

e
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separate hMllook, and st the hesd L8 & a‘.gum

e e T i e e o

umwmmm. Hach en u&mm&w

proponterous to Pruesian finsnces.”

& grest deal of spuce is devobed to human interest stories
which perbupe give the work its grestest popular appesle The suthor
s sdept st scking porsopality sketohes and relating specdotes, He
was only too well sunre of the impuet of the war on the vonmon mend
apd 434 not hegitate to imum ity His degeriptions
beth sides and the gwmﬂgh«mmmummﬁzwm
mwwwummmmmammamwm
£4618 of dettles N '

M ummﬁm atmrin%m‘s am&, wtmw
& congistent realism. m desoriptions of the battle fields strewn
with deud, mmwmmm, WMWWWM, the
destruction of private property snd sultural objevts, more than
eoamterbnlance the feow eooounte of wilitary berolame

Un one point Corvin is quite sensitive, namely in reference %o
: 8 stories of Prussisn crueities and atrositiss. He sdmits in
pome instances the employment of militery severity bub cnly where 1%
wvas justified by the aotions of frm petiroury
Bumerous ineldents ere cited to fllustrate the forbearsnce and kinde
liness of the derman poldiers. The author peened quite impressed that

ponled Germen ladies might trawel on Germen troop tralns

without fenr of being moloested. Oome reporis of wanton destruction

A . — MR
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by Frusslsn soldieoys are aptuelly ipveslis ted b him ond the Lime

glete of thinge rooorteds fe nlee polnte ot et shoress Bepolen

i looted the werious gallerice of Purope, the Gorsan

cbloets fyom Prancey, Wb, orn the eontrery, tried thelyr best io
protect thes. The srtillery before Ulramebourg he elilms wog ordared
o rvodd piriking the Cothedrnl, and the wer dtsell wus wmluly

proloenged beestge the Ring of irnesis refised % jorzit the booherde

mont of the begleged ety of Purls.

For Hapoleon LIT Corvin phowed 1ittle concersv. e looked upon
hiz sg the zersen whoe reng the dewth knell of the Seeond horublie
Just se Liz lvetrious predocescor wnd wnele hed done for the First
tHepublics BHe wveuses him of Duoapdng the flanme of Jenlovgy in France
sgeingt Prussis lo order 4o cover u his own fellure in Hexdoo ond of
eoveting o wllitsry victory over Prussis lv the Seven Yesks! Vny
with sugirie. s felt furthsr thet Bapoleon bad no nove vight o
demund the ewcustion of the Prusciang from Lamenbourg slfiesr the
dizgolution of the Gerven Diet than he hed in demsnding frow King
“llidem I thot he Forbld the Prinee of Hohenszollern frum ever uceepbing
the Upemlsh crown. In hle sussstilon he Judges e oleon slomg with
the French natlong

- The arrogent tove of the Fremeh, snd the Interferance

of thely lmporor with Cermen domestic offsirs, wede thes

Jtne Gormens/ srery. Shey wended o setiled state, ut

this was prevented by the smbition end srrogance of their

unruly peightor;it become evident thet peses would not be

possible, untll Frapce phould bave recelved n sound theaabe
ing, ond been tumbled down fTom the posltion at the hewd

of lurspo, which ghe hod vo misuped, and for vhich the

Fronch were of 21l netiong the leagt fifé‘ﬁﬁ soaount of
thelr vandty, levity, and Cfickieness, 191

iﬁiﬁa@v&&, iu Exspoes Vole I, pe xli.



LCorvinds spropeisel of Slemerek i exvresged in nore sompliventnry

tonags  Prom one whe hed suffered six yesrs of loprigorment for alding
whe demorrtlo mowesent of L8404 4% might be expecbed that Corwin
would regnrd Blenarek with supplielon. Sueh s wot the cvse. He ls
tereed "uble snd bold, prudent and ssgrelous sand sklllful®s  One might
soagpeot with the hipioriszn Blop thet Corvin ®had becone eomveried o
Bl . : L] _ 3 }'
& fore of notionsl-libernlisa® in dsforence to She lron Chenewilov.
Methough demsorstis In hls sspivations Corvin w2o & natlonelisd ot
boert ond longed for & unlted Germany. He wes in me 1i%tle nexsive
digeaticlied with the course of ewents in 184849 thad they Diled W
gehlove Jupt thets S he hinmpelf says Iisn the Introduction:
The gxperiences of the yoors 1848 snd 1849 hed tsughd
m Llendery of the Goeruon geople thet pneltber Liberty nor
sedty oseld be atdslned in Govme sny by revciutlonsyy pewnsy
apd thet the latler wans the firgd step to recch the
foraere A% 1l truc that opinion iw referevee So thig
podnt wap divided, %‘mt the sejority el the natdon longed
foy ’ﬁaii ‘2: unity whilch promiced to reslize thelr desire o

gecupy o vesveetsille é».:ﬁiﬂ@w sosition axongel the
ratis % {ai *ﬁmﬁ.

The feot et Blesrek wep sble to bring sbout this wlty lsced
Wim high im Corvin's esbimations
iz seoldented interview in Versailles with Blomerek, ®hw

remarkod o Gorvis thet Mhe zene Ldess which led you inte prison

102441 0e1m Blogy Die Shias pe 5986. Hloe menns to luply Mty
vtionalmliberullon® that Corvin forseok his esrller lemceraile
eorwvictions. 1t mist be resesbored, ?mwwwr, thet o Fropes with
Lhe Sormeng wes written by Corwin in the Lirel flusb of enthusloem
over '%1*1@% wadfletion of Germanye Hie lster writings do mot suvpee
sggerbion. alves i%f;( by 1872 he m*ﬁw ie the Es:mmﬁ
sdwertiser: B will not imvestigete bhow fur Disme: :
émz otie viwwfa, Eﬁﬂw only asdvies to mz:zm&w iw ﬁmg ﬁ:f
fhat 1L bhe will do sy g;&ﬁd a% 8ll be sust sever it % whal Ls mede
: “‘%Z.J%Es?ﬁ by the ehspucter of bdo master.¥ Febe 17, 1872, Vol. 1ly,

iq
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brought mo to the sositlor which 1 seeuay et presoni® W wonyerbed
crwin on Ahe zoot indo au prdent odmliver of ths Lvou Clunesilor,

ey o et clone perbeps dn thile conwersiong

Lount Blemorek beenss Inr wore populsy ssmongst the
Goranns in dmeries and Auptrelis than he wsp in Jovmany
itseld, in fugt, they were the first tw feel the effect
of the chinges Thelr position wes sltered in o Pesurisble
wmayner;  the people %mzwﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@m they lived regpscled
them {or nore than belore, *Y-

o recorte the end of the interview with foeling, s
romaricns Yhen he gove me kde bond;y 1t seened o me sz 1Y the gprost

yewrs ol LBLY snd L8 made peaee wilh esch other, »nd 11 nay be that

thie interview was lntonded Yo exprese o meoh, 175 1% dd  olizdesl

mennlag ot 2llW 106

in oopeluding Corvin gives orn interssilng cceount of the

ertry of the Germans into Jerxist

The fve ds Iviomphe woap surrounded by o orowd,
L wng sptondshed to find the road undernes il unooened, g
3 thought the Haperor would pops hore ot he hesd of hig
Wwooprs Three lunoeont lmwssers, who hed been $0ld to
ride streight on, snd pol knowing the wey sround,
propered o pase undarnesth the arch, notwiiistending the
oheing, but they were woved off with engry shouling by
the weopley and when lnguiring for the way, sll mesner
of alvections were glven, and they were all leupghed

FER A 'YX Y

iveryesere L found dense erowds slonding bahind the
Lines of the mationel guerd, espger %0 have 2 poeok al fhe
Prusslans. [ 4id not pee wueh execltement amcngst the
rociiey, noer did 1 henr expreaslons of hetred; the peole
sitrolled sboul 2 they vwould heve done on ary holideVeses
The wvhole imoense square /Plsce de ls Comeorde/ snd the
whide wwverme of the Cheaps Flysees verve crowded with
Fariglons of il elosscse They were sstoniobed thed the

K"“‘fﬁ@‘wf’u&z* A5 Frange, Vole IX, e 2l

105304d,, Vole I, ;e wowds Uven Corl Gohure Souded
gt this Lise referricg to his ag Tihe fovemsatl man in imrope swl the
mopt so ular man in Gerusny®e Joo J04, Doecesbor 24, 1872, Vol. 120,

Vole n; e Zlde



Gorman soldiers loeked so redechecked and well, after the
bardships of such a sovere winter campaigo, and nany
believed that they had besn purposely pricked out o be
pont to Pards. I oap slwost sorry that the Bmperor sent
the 1lth Corps to Farip, whieh was, porbaps; the least
Mlmwfm,fmaﬁmmmnwtmmw
Bwurisns, mmmw:wmmmtmm
mwmmmvmm :

mmmmmmmuy. mmﬂam
Gernang townxd women, and the oiroumstance that w
m%w;u?um,wmwm
Periglans greatly) thay added, shrugging thelr
'Mm.'w wmm&wmwmm&

and conscerning dvink, "thay ean stand an immeunse
mﬁ?"- Tou sos there is no merit oven in Gersen

Bgr:mt&mam Mmmnymw,mm
mwufmmﬁmmrmm. they were sent

(1T L

In the aftermocn of Mareh 2 all Puris was out in the
Chonmpe Elyseon. The Ferdelens moved emongst the scldiers, and
mreﬁtm. Detaghmentz of the guards came in without

&nd wore shows the Louvre and the garden of

¢ and noot of them returned from thore, with

m, aramwmmammmw. Beny
P ,~tywmut iuﬂmtmag Pariseces

Count Bismsrok, aceempspied by s gentlsmun of hie
urean, rode up fren Boullly to pear the sreh, sacking his
elgar. i gomin recognized Mn from the many ploetures and
;&ampbn, 1 suppose, and eried, %“odw Bismarckl®™, wharew
upon the Coumt hioﬂwatm,mmmg

Mnmmmﬁmmmmdmﬁarma,
mmwmmmmmam
F’arit.

1%0orvin, in Exanass Vols 1L, pp. 374381,



Chapter 3

Memoirs, letters, Blography

 Aua dem leben sines Yalkeknssofers

Blastier sa ssloos Jsackuch sus dexika




Corvin eleims to heve published this ¢ollecticn of hip lottery
due to freguent requests from readers of his semoirs for =z move
complete ploture of hiz impriscuwent in Bruchsel. There ig no renson
to doubt the verzcity of this statonent, but It ig ouite likely that
the penury of his later years, sside from requests he mey bove recoived,
esused him to peurch for ¢ senug of increasing hie ineome, The letters
vere slresdy at hemd, znd only the process of selsction wap noe
to meke then ready for rublisstion,

A » meang of zzmmm in dstail Corvin's ;clitlical wiews,
the lotters from 1848-1856 ave M&thm They ere sl zore gube
Jootive than his memoirs and nsturaily more po than his histories,
‘The contents of the more important letters are revealed in werious parts
of this dizportation, sives there would be litile point here in emtering

into detelled sonmiderntion of all of them. Speeiffe reference to some
m been svolded because of thelr urvely personal naturs, to otheys
begeuse they econtznin an and zomewhat @mﬁmx protests againat
the eruslty of his fate, |

In goversl Corvin's letiers reveal the slmost unendurable hardship

ma% bwk mwm sotuslly more letters than the title
ing gee fellsnesfasusnia indiecten, since the letters, beginming
withmllthui'm, 1848, muhymmgmrhu
inprisonment at Bruchsal, -
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- not long, however, Lefore be dlpcovered that he bed

Led the Intestions of his castors. Ome afier 'uoller the
oi{leers f the Toriress weres copnvicled of tawsscon and gentenced o
gouthe o effert his releonse, Uwrvin wrote to hle wife urglng
her to do whot ghe eruld o securs & nore lenlent verdiet ot his
trinl. This re vest, zcoording to Corvin's letbters was not molivited,
a9 b might eppesr, sut of feor of decth but rather outl of coneider tiom
for tha jeln it would esupe hie wile snd the thought thet his llfey
whieh he had hopoed to devote to the botierment of munkind, would be
prought to on unteizely end, ¢
Frow ihe lettere of Helewe Corvin one lesrne what wap being
dong oubpide the prigon o alfeet Corvints relesse. Helens horeelf,
& mopl Jdevoeted wile, @2 untiring in her efforty on bwobeld of her
hughords  She visited sod wrote to 211 influentizl serpone who eosuld
roselily be of belpe Corvin's mother wrote to the Frimes of Vrussds

coly o learw dhet feveryithing loy in the hende of the Gener:ls®,

£ ; ; ; .
m""‘zﬁ%&mﬁ‘ﬁz the aotion of the russlens 1l condenned se

extrasel; hoersh by almeet s3ll writers decliing wiilh ithe Hev lutiun
of 845, 1% sbould be noted thet wiler the Hewolutlon wwe over only
‘ﬁ%@@atfwiﬁgﬁm peproons wore szedmiledy glaty-two resclived senleaces
of feas ye.rs L@&i‘,smﬁmm‘,; two, elght yeors; teoe, sin yoorsy Lfouw,
three %o mw yenvey omd Yhree, lmprdsonment Lor 1ife. In all
&:mwimmmdw zas;%--@m paraong wers sifected. rom Frane Slgellp

ol : L A MWW ¢iltor, Wilhels BDlos,
x‘liha,id heary Jurphelmt 19028, ve 31 I

byt

¥ i

é’ . ﬁ&x@am;&mr

LN N . , -
In view of “orvints consletent honesty there should be
no recscrn Lo doubd bis wowds. 1% sued be resenbered thed Corwin
Gid wot show any fesr of denth in actunl combat, ner dis he
heaitote Lo ,,mm%m,,m wall indto the dengey sone e & war
corpeppomlent in two sejer econflicts,




The cass segmed hopeless,

Or: Septenber 3, Corvin's trial began. On the eighth he
received assursnce fros Genersl wor der Groeben thatl he (the Ceneral)
had fulfilled his promises alrendy on July 31, "feithfully and
gonscientiously® and that he had only two deyp previously setitioned
the Grarnd Duke of Daden. There ia, wmfortunately, no preelas
indic:tlon of what the Generul's promises were, but 1t ¢an be
prosused that they woere promises sade by him te Corvin during the
latter pard of the pegotistions for surrender of the far%rﬁaﬁ.llg

On Septesbsr 15, Corvin, who was scoused of being cne of the
ringiasders of the Revolution, aizeured before the vourt-martinl st
Ragtatt, i#i1s case was bly defended by Dr. Kusel of Bruchsal, and
he hizmgell delivered a two-hour s idregs when aghed i¥ he had any-
thing to szy in his own daflensze,

hs Cowwin ssye, sand ag 14 ony well be langined, the slaiesents
in his ples before the court were not intended to magnify his
sunpert of the Revolution. Keveriheless, the suesch i of lmoriance
in ery over-sll judgsent of the san.

He begzn by contesting the competsncy of the court do tvy his
esps, polinting cul that he wos not & citizen of Prussis or of Baden
but of Sexony. He salso aspgsled o the syumpaithy of the court and
thern procesded to gilve & short scoount of his 1ife in more recent
times. For twelve years he had sritten historles ®"oblectively and

without bizs¥ for the purpose of ennobling and educcting the peoples

1123@9 Part 11X, Chepler four, "Corvin and the Rewolullion of
1848-49% for & full hundling of the question of Corvinls guilt.
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He stzted that he wus no ®hlood-red remidblican®™ but an honest
patriot, who hed at first hoped that the Gorzany of old would be
reunited b the desccratic forces. Az the Eevolution hrd pro-
grossed he had begun Lo see the hopelsssnesu of this plan and

falt that o mors feasible way would be through the setions of o
gtrong pringe. He sointed out that Held and he had -ublizhed

such ‘dess in the Jgkosmotiye in Berlin for which they esrned the
hatred of the demoorztss Even more hatred was dirscited at thems
when the [gkomotive went so far esp to eritielze the Prounkfort
Parlisment snd the Prussisn Dbet, ¥hen the Revolution beoke cut

in Baden, Corvin, sho had been writing orn the histewry of revolutions,
felt thetl he zight be nhie thare tw make worib-while shgerveliona.
Hince so many of the demcersts in Baden, however, wseve opposed to
him, he did not have the feeling thal he would be glven a post in
the revolutionary foreces, He pointed ocut further that shorily

aefter hip srrivel in Baden he hed copenly ecriticized the zctions of
the democrate and drew even more oppogition tw himself than bhefore.
At the last minute when he wuz sbout to lesve Hannbelnm for Parls snd
deaert the revolutionuary cesuse, he met Truetzschler, who prevalled
upon hizm personally %o remain and susport him by teking over the
sompand of the Hanvhelm security troops (Volkswehr), Ir this
pogition he hed pleyed only o aminor vols in the militery sctlviiies
of the flevolution., At the lest minutes he had been foreed by elreua-
starnces to secept the vositlon of Chiel of the Genersl Staflf of

the fortress ulter 1t wans slvendy encirveled. He udded that since he



bad sken no oath of ailegionce to the Grund Duks of Baden, he had
broken none und thet blo sotione had besn in support of the Germun
Parliwsent and its constitution. Ne coneluded his defense with a

ples appecling to the emotions of the vourt for lenienay. +=7

In spite of Corvin'a ples the jury, aftor o three puarterwhour
eonsulsidon, woled £ive to sae for the death gunience. iLogording
10 i unnsed newapaper sceount to which Corvin refors, he =ppecred
aomebberily ﬂmﬁﬁh. then regedned bis composure, snd wee led from the
wt rogm buack o tue prlwom. Un the very moraning set for lis
exgouticn, the vordict of dewth wue commbed to ten yesre of solitury
iaprisonnent.

ab the prigen io Brechssl bo shich Gorvin was shorily brought
following bis sentence, be wes compelled (o dou comvicils dresep., Ris
beerd wes shaved off and his bmir out short. He wus then foreed to
soenyy Lisgell wAth the wanuf:cturs of moall hoursohold ziticles, Beverw
theless, be hoped to do crestive writing «nd wrote immedlitely to Helene
for mmterdsis.

On Geteber 1, 3650, he wes tremsferred to & solitsry cell. From
here he projestod rupestedly that tkm desth sentence would buve been
moye Mumsene that such sonfinesents The thought at times of aitting
slone for ten years ulmest drove his made, WHis eeil eontuined s
eudlepeitie table and chair, a bed sod z vwash busin. 4 window, out
of whien he wrie mot perwitted te logk for fear of belpg shot st by
the Prussies guerds, dié nobt acd to bie pence of mind, He longed %o

u"ﬁowim,_ Yellepsotsenania

) ,PS?U 7888,
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be free, o4 in one leotler compuared himpelf to 2 cuged esples. Cuizlde
the cell Corwir like nll other copviets sus forced to wesr ¢ hatl with
s vizor protruding over hle fzcee through whieh bhe conld see Tl net
be soois

The ismeliness snd deprespion which Corwln woperieneed fn orison
sften eouped him to exrers the wigh thet bhe vere in fserice, for swoy
from Murone. Ghis wigh flnelly zrew su pirong $lv.t he vecuented his
wife to got his ssntence cosvuted to banisiment fron urcie. folene
duly petitlonesd, but ihe petition wne rejected. Un heering thip

Gorvin at ted that he too Wi finslly become

Hiz letters during this ceriod revesl to & grent exlest his
romntielsm. The Lineh that pite duily =1t the window a2nd precis his
when be riges in the morning, the pet caveries thet be has in hie eell,
and the flowers pont to hinm from tine to time sre often nentioned.
Since he vep sleo jermiticd to rewd, he often revesited books from his
wifes Howels by Dumss spd $he lays of Thokespeure he sapoolslly
anjoyads

Burdvg nig inprisorment Corvie begen to wrlde s sccourt of hie

hewlng 1% ubilished by Bovon %ﬁt&.m Hovover, sinee be had nol
played & eongistently in ortant role such sz 8igel or Hloroslseskl
hed dove snd hip writing revesled nothing especlolly nes, hly sanae
soript wos returped with the suggestlion thel he revise LY, including

descriptlons of conditlons of the times, rersonnlity sketchesn, «1oa.,




mmzﬂm:mmmtmrmat&m.m Ag o result Corvin
revrote what he had begun using it se 2 nucleus for his Irinperuvess
or sutoblography.

Anothey Jdes which eocourred to Corvin was to baring out o Gercan
edition of bis Dox pledexlascilecha Freiheliskcisgs however, Flelscher
of Ladpeig, who had esrlier ;ublished one volume, refused to sccept
Darther installments, The project wus finally dvopped and $his work
nevey sppeared in Gorman,

Ag tise went on Corwin wng allowed sdditionsl privileges in priccn.
fiueh time wra gpent v painting ir olls and in making pen apd pensll
skotehes. Theoe were scgeplted in plece of memial lebor end sold by
the priscn authorities.

I% ir ot murprising, considering Corvin's sctive nsture, thut
be should heve thought of epesping from prisons In March 1850, he
seriously omterteined the iden of freeing all the politiesl prisoners
and fleeing with them to Alsuces WBith mowey from his wifo, he tribed
the gusrds to mmggle in letters and peekoges. Ho mode wux impresulons
of loeks sand even succeeded in having master keys mede, 2ix weapons were
soquired to be used on the fateful duy, although from hs letlers it
is apperent that he inteuded to take She guards prisoner rather thun to
shoot bis way wﬁam Be vequssted Belene to furnish him with a forged

- -w', A

“&m;mmmmsmmmm@mm, born 1814 in Hemour,
Franoce pert in the Polish Insurrection of 1830, wes penteneed te
Gouth in Barlin in 1847 Lor taking pevt in o Semscralie somtnioay.
pardoned ard released, mm»&mmmy and reburned
to Baden &t the request of the Preoviglomsl Sovernmsent o begowe chief
of the revolutionary foross. Sigel was sured Hinister of Tar.

mﬂm‘ﬂa wrote many of his letlere in code or with a preparution
ammmmmamm&mﬁamwtmmwmww
prison authoritiss wvho eansored sll sorresponden
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pece with visas, 4 mopth later, he learned that the Prussicn Dragomeers
‘were still guarding the prison and postponed rutting his plsn in sotion,
On Auguat 18, 2 now yeguest for reprieve or banighment wue refused by
the Prince of Frussis, who had been petliticned by his mother. is a
result Corvin agein took up the ides of sseaping snd procseded with
more determination than ever. On Rovember 1, 1850, s fortnight

before the esonpe was to take place, Me rlans were digeovered, 4
houge in the peighborhiood of Brucheal wus sesrohed and several lstiers
were found besring Ws signsture, His cell was immedlotely inspected
and the instruments of esespe were found and removed. Luekily the
prison officiels, m wers Bodensers snd not Prussisns, understood

thet 1t vas possible for a prisoner to wish for 'm and oven ocone
template esonpe and A1 not resort to veprissle other thun the withe
drewal of minor privileges.

The disappointisent was a terridble blow for Corvin, Nenisl
depression and siekness set in, Be compluined of severe hendaches ard
stommel digorders, ut was not treated as 111 becruse, as he jut it,
"no outward aymptoms were noticeable®, Hip 1ifs beccnme more and more
bleeks, He wos foroed ¢0 work on the mamafacture of shoess ‘moting
Foust, he cursed hobe and Mﬁz and mm all ;.&tﬁ.mp Revortiwless,
mrmmwmmmkmmm.

Ga Cetober §, 1&51, Belene undertock at Corvin's re uest a trip
wmzmmmmw apm\vuhﬁtmmlmdwmm, w&amsﬂ.
thit time \mamg at the Prussian sourt Unfortunately he left
keriin%@m#h«ma&n%mm Mﬂww&gﬁhip!mm
of Corvin's cmmmwmﬂmwamtmtoammmu
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Corvin folled %o L£imd the peace of mind necesssry for ilitersyy
production,

In the spring of 1854 Helene visited Bettins won Armim, who wug
ralstod to Corvin by msrriage. On her returs she wrote Corvinm that
Bettipa had promised (o intercede for bim, Oddly enough, Corvin, whe
placed so muoh faith in the efforts of others, seesmesd to underestisate
the valne of Bettinats belp, His angwer to Heleme bears out this
point of views “Insofer zs Betiina's hopes ere coneerned, I think
she i3 & rather sangulne woman who has been spolled Ly sutcess apd
san hardly think of fzilure from any cteps she undertskes, The proe
spect of suoceess would omly be Af the Prince of Prussis should agree
to Bettina's vequest, whieh I, however, in no way helsmﬁm On
this cecaslon Corvin wsp happlly deosived, Bettina carried out her
pramise, snd Corvin's semtence wos Teduced fyom tem to 6ix yeers,

There iz little correspondence from the later years of fmprisoie
ment. Through feulty orgeminstion, which the suthor himself cdalts,
wony letters were omitted fyom Abe latey poried so that the stvese fells
on the eurllier years, IEnough letters ere 2t band, however, to indisate
that Corein thought more and more éfgﬂng' to imerics, in jarticuler
wmmmsmm,amrmﬁm:empumt Helene, who
objected strsmuously to this idex, vas supported surprisingly ensugh
of the Rlasiasiucd JRiver Biralss sdvising his friend foxr nhis wife's
sake mot o go to the States, but rather to"Chile or Costs Rio: which
his o wonderful future®,

Woorvin, 2o s Do 4730




coly Clrel svpeored fv L0601 It smas tyanslated

by hl Lo rnpidal in abbrevicded form {throe volumea) ¢
if%f‘@}‘ tit},ﬁ i& ‘fﬁg&,ﬂ Si £ g
thivd ard revised editlon, Including Corvie's experiences in Jmories,

iue peloes loban (Reeinizeovces (rom oy Life)e

At the tilwe 1% Tirst sppesred 10 wop well received by the (ress. Une

o Iv

revigwer colled 1% the portroyel of 2 Wewreer full of heppiness, nwdness,
119

and sisery® btold in terus of Yeld poetry®. Arady, bie fudgsent map
not iy wrong.

Corvin reliles nls nuny experiences from brih to old wge in
¢ freph wnd tively menper, secompenied by o severe-lenguishing ol
mima, emttusiesma, rnd lusors  Hls cbeservetione include sworything

o the sublise dto the ridioviousg, reflecting the many faeets of «

turbulont Jerdcd in Jermen apd dmericoon higiorye. His own povsonnd life
i reveolud fronkly snd wlthout ouy sions of emivocations 7o be mive,

iy

Lisen meken 34 apuvesy np LF the Bewolution

s

hig egotisn &

regolved o bout him, end gome of Y srasapes night mel
2 1.2 " " a 9 J oA t m v

be were  tite Isobing i ®ihe milk of busmen sivdueas®, Fovorilelens,

when he o Zes un st ofbere or critleises them 1€ Lo usually dlrvscted

at thoge vho desorve 1t. Jis moas culek do diseover shun snd by oerisy

e S i idgdlng, Jsnunry 54, 186e, Beis

Senrgany 1EE o e e o ap AZ.

The pegscsge le which be wosuped hle stepf tier o whow hw
owed so much of prefessionsl Jeslousy toward hie might well heve buoen
onitted.
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apd delighted in exposing ite. ulbie neturel im 1T thon thel Dlruve
ghould hove been offended op well o2 mery another sho suddeniy Tound
Wig foibler exposed o the rublle eye. Corvin did nod pludnk frem
mukiog porgonsl enenies. Bhat Be thoughlt, he puld, snd ware in
the possage L thic book thai ntdenpbe to cover hls true feelings
by oireuniocution. I he wee pot eure of & ments frue oleravter he
dyer no lmeby comeluning.

L 1524 fv the esariley deye of the Vedner Heoublic hile cutoe
Bogrsghy woe sgelin edited snd remublished by The Pravkfurter Joclstoet
Proage 1n Fronfeostdialn under the titie Xin lLeber woller ilapdever

(& Life P11 of sivenBure) ifo the hope thet Lt nipht sid the euse of
the fepablice Ap Hormane Wendel wrote In the peefsoe to this editlon,
1t wag fitting and Just that Corvin'e memclrs eshould reeppeny under the
blaghkeredereld flag for whieh he hed fought for slsopt thres uarbers
of o eontury, wd sz @ tribute to his styler "(ut of these uneyellowed
peges which dessrve to become o true book of the peuple [Vl us‘m&g’ »
a $rwph Yroese blows fyonm ithe living worke of sn snevgetlc nung®

The siory of Usrwints Life as 1Y spopenrs in he sulchlograrhy
hag elresdy beon zkotehed in Fart I of this diseert. ilen so that 4t
neede ne rotelling bere. Thip ghteteh sy 1t pilands i only & weak
rofliection of 21l thet Coavir sold and dids Umpentionsd, Tor enwe leg
ayre bthe chaplers pertedning b0 hig firet love «8fady ae & voung

Liemtormnt, whieh forag s short stoyy of suiliclent iliterery warid

MWW bl byl Yohdsd L wbsntaiar, ovleteohie
Lievekorel, Fromafort/doin L9424 ‘%1. I, Po e Horuany | ;xe:fﬁl,
tibersl hdgtorion and suthor, is beet IR f‘f& Wim work in Lthe fisld
of the Irench tev. lution. Hie blogwsoby, Jenben, wop franaloted
inte faglish snd cubllshed in 1339 by the 'Ml@ éniwraim Frecte




v bed by thewnselves, His experiences in the Prussian
srey snd st various Germam oourts beve likewise been cuitted. It
would be impossible to mention here everyibing to be found in the
bogle,

Certainly those who have read Soeburz will miss in 1t the rels~
tively guiet, reflective tenor of the loben i an&ﬁmm‘:
mwunmmtm;mmynwmimw T But sside
frea thege fostuves vhich ome sust balance with Corvin's honssty and
slnoerity, the book remains s rich source of informetion sbout the
life of a politiesl reformer, his contemporaries, snd hig times. It
45 the best end most intoresting of 2l his works, end 4t is thds
book rather then the Fialfenunisgel by which his name should be
handed om to posteritye |

- e " o

1‘% ufa@mm rw&mr in the m Corvints
mummmm, 'Wmun!w, m»gmratm&*
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Thile book which sppeored in two volumes in LETS under the noae
of the Prirceps Felix su Solm-{slm apd jurported to be lesves out
of her dicyy is in reslity from Covvim's pen, though mueh of 1t,
gertzicly sl of that whieh eooeere fn Volume I, say bewe been told
to bim by the Priccess Esaraslf;m Alnoet the mejor vt of VYolune
I 48 & voounitulotdon of Corwints exveriences iv iserles during the
Civil Tar norrsted re speen thoough ithe eyes of ihe princess. Lince
the two wore Freguently togother during thel poericd and the princess
cg well ss Corvin followed ber husbond fvom canp o gnppy 47 ls guite
ratursl thet they shered sany experiences In eommon. However, the
Indpments exprogped; the pergonsl desseripilons, the incidents relsled
zre mary bipes not thoge of the Prineess but of Corvin himsslf, For
ingtaves, it is herdly likely that Princese Salm-Salwm, 8 notive
imerivan, resident in Germsny for only & short period and vnlntercated
in deepor politicel issues, would make the following obeerweilon:
*In Hurope everyone is mo to spesk slvendy at birth crovided with s
Lebed by the solies snd his vhole blogrevhy 48 o be Jound in police
filon. In dmerion thet itz mot sop thers the noliee smly oowe o know

e ron hen he firet viclalss the law."

“3prin wees Galm~delm vos born Agnes be Glery, tbe dau }ws,z* of

& Coarnvlisn army ofTicer. Corvin noted as & wilaces Lo ber moryisge
with the Prince,

dpringons Felix zu bolm-Bolem, Zebp Joliss sis Bell
fe Hellherger Publisher, JStutigsrti 3.87;, %.... $, e Ld3e




wonld b owe

et peloted 1%t

Bit of

he Intenticrn Lo msk

the ariose of fm'{:zw~
{ pew pethlng of the kind esxipled. %o
b %d ﬁ:pwﬁ.ﬂ ok with Senstow é-%i,mem af

st ﬂ’ who wop e d of the ﬁiii%wy PN N ut
b«»m;., bute  The ~Bfolr crse o nought, Twwevar, wﬁmm
1% wee lnoosoible to comvines dthis oentlessn of the use
nyih ,.‘ti L isss of the necessity for sueh o lovge genernl
astoff,

3

npn exbtended Lioting of sveh ltess

i e e fo ] 12y & v - PR N TR S 8 .
Lo orows the odnte =aaffiece 1t to soy thel meny of the fncidenta

W

iopst vl for eorxd from Corwlinlo own nudtoblogrs hye

ng well sy o

goining o clearer [lobture of

Ldwn of ceomdiftliong ip the vouth lamedi toly o»0%ar the

Prinee Selm wee mede dlatrlcet ecorssdling parversl of the

Unlon mepy of sidon whieh hed lto herndpasrters 4 28Llonle, and

bobs he a0l the Frineses raanine’ there fron the end o the wor w o
Doeonbor, 1868, irevioup to thet he voe commander of the (8th Seplment
woder Cerered Sloedman and gtetioned ot Brddpgevort, Tomnscsee. Shove
ip & pirong bolletrisgitie charoter o thia book arnd o glightly gro $aw

noglel 1ife thun theve i in Corvints

o Gale weres young snd shrarentls oulte oo

in milivnyy clvelep, 2t lesst ey vore froguently wvisitsd wr sune




of the higher officers of the Union srmy. These visils zre imeluded
in the narrative. mﬁmMMMWwiu,ﬁm;et
lnterest to the Anoricar reader and the studant of hMgtery. Oute
standing emong the eyewitness descriptions is s lengthy one depioting
the riots whieh broke out im Hew York in the Irish segmest of the

The second wolume, alse writtem by Corvin, is of no consern
here minos it comtains resolloctions of the Princess duaring her
asbandlps 111-fated support of Imperer Maximilisn in Hexieo, In it
Corvin recordsd sxsctly that which wes jmparted him, and his influsnce
osn only be seen in the ervangement and the handling of the material
Beth volumes wers well received by the publie and were {translated
from Gevmen inmto Emglish and French, Bditicms by two diffevent
publishers appesved in 1877 in the United States.

Although this work, (Leaves frem my Diary im Mexies), was alsc
written by Carvim, it does not, iike the preceding one, comtain auy
ufhumwms,maMManhum The
mwmwmuwmﬁm Mﬁauﬁ of W’am
ment, but the drameiic ochnracter of the narration may essily have Leem
iheront in the exoiting events which cocurred in Heslco fter the
mmwmmwwwrawam. In sy
ovent the story related %0 him by the bemoncoled Frussisn Prince,
honorally discherged from the United States irmy se o brigsdier gemeral,



who beoomse the Piret alde-de-giny and chiel of the househnld of

bhe Hevlewn Imperor, ls exoeedingly well told and will undoudledly
hold Lie oleor 25 8 firsberote docupent of higtorienl Intersgte Hgw
siden baving writien 1% in Gpwiman, Corvin trsosloted 1% dndo ingliah
Ty dehsve Bantley, mublishers, with the £full ¥itles By opy in

el tuo

Comalderding the subject unttor of Gorvin's olbexr workes, ne
mipht Juctly lpocdire what 1t woe that csupsd him to oembevk on w
sigtory of feocme or Dndepous mistressesg.  Fros s perugsl of this
booklet, wilek s the flrgl ondd dhe lagh of o peopoped serles, it
plsht be geld thel the wuthor intended to divest the dersun orinces
af thet surn of dnfallibilddy with whieh they wore elothed by the
dogtarine of divige right, just zs ke had slrvewdy roveslied the wesite
nesgnr rnd transgresgliong of the infailible cohuroh. letusily thet ig
what o doope dowever, the subject matier vor selectod szt the reuest
ef « book denler, and sinee Corvin hed me pevilouler lntevept in 1%,
he foit re resorce when the events of dthe followling resrs ywroeveried
ito eontipn tlone

Liihonst the book would srobably heve hed no gerious Sheme

1€ weitber By on eversge subhor, in Corwinls honde oven the 1dfs of

!

ki

5 slotrers sust hove es oxpressly politionl didnotie wlue, He siotes

’



gulte gpeeifiesily fn his foreword:

Sinee it iz now in very meny conpecdlions most interseting
aad also sost ingtructive for the present gewerstion to gee on
whet mysterious thrdeds of destiny the fute of the people
depends, and wvhile hWdstory Ls thereby complamented and cur
Judgmont of this or that politiesl event or porson ls eset
righteney 1 have deelded o wri%bzh@ bicgrepbies of
historieslly famous oistressen. *

In keeping with his plan end du eppite of o falrly rigorwis
congorihip, Corvin found the opportunity, sometires with considersble
gubtelty, tc undermine the prestige of the princes. lie coabines
Yumor with Logio in thoe forevord 4o soore eonsorshiy and royuliys

I moy without speelal fesr promounce the throe bold

wards which vre the result of diligent historicel rese-reihy

tirinces ave humen boings.® Since now, however, seeording

o & christisn hymobook printed with the pevmisslor of the

cenpor, man ls Phalf am%, half engel,™ it follows theree

from quite mathemetlesllys Privces ure half spimael, balf

angele ¥ith mesuy princes of the good sld timosz - I mean

thoge between the Feance of Hestphalls snd the French

levolutlon ~- the bestisl halfl must, however, hoeve been

the grester, und oven the &E.g%&iﬁ halfl bad sometines &

gulte dlabolie a) carance,

This hmor po cherscteristie of Corvin'y esarly works also sy pars
s few papes further on when be distusses more conpletely the warious
tyves of mistresses sud the necessity for thelr belng. At thie polint
he mules the obgervation thet "Hoses made hisz laws for the Israsiile
gentleann, and the Germen princes were & loter invention®, and thet
"girce the primees conglidered themselves 1o o cerbuln degree 23 gods,

the Sixth Commandment could howe for them ne wolidity®, 128

%r*@t’ vor iﬂm 1 1 besuehater selia
#ilheln sngelmenn xumiahar, anpaixt lﬂw, g. ’7. Hereafter roefoerred
to as Bloprachien.

m?m e 3o
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tioned, oo the end Corvin pume u the twvo eheraosers by
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remurks suoh aps "Men of superior intelleet seldom heve meny Triends
at court,® or "How the Freneh Revolution has msds our courds scheri®
vere not the kind that should have boen passed by & truly resctionary
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Thie booklet, (Solitery Confinesent and the FPenltentiary in
Hruehsal), ssounting in all t ooly ninely-glx seges, sspesred in
1857 und waa sdvertived sg & chapler oub of Corvin'z soon-to-be-
published Bemolrg. It conteing, howsver, seterial not fouwnd in thes
and wug soelually yresented to the public in the hose of aiding the
movenent for prison reforvm.

Inspived by the trend which had begun in Azerics srd wnleh hsd
spresd to inglend, the German suthodltles begun conaldering the sube-
Jest of veforam more sericusly, A& definite atles it wug asdo ut
Bruchsal by the Baden Government to set v s penltentisry nodeled
after the one in Pentonville, Englind. Corvin, who bad bsd the aig-
forture of being laprisonsd oithin ite walls for zix wvesrs in
solitury confinenent, wup in & popition to deseribe lte shoriconings.
slihough he did not particulsrly enjoy reflecling on the shole un-
plessant experlience, he decided, oul of & deaire to hel: vthers who
alght suffer » similer fote, to publish & boohk on the subject of
srison abuses, using nis slrecdy written chapter from the Lrinnsrunssc
s core mutsrial.

In his booklet Corvin dlscusses first the princiyle of fspriscon—
nent itsell nnd tekes the modern sociologicsl point of view that =
bettering of the living cowiitions end eduwe tional opportunitles of
the lower cilssses of soclety rether than the erection of prisones

would be s wors sffective meszsure towsrd the prevention of erime.
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The very existencs of prisons seems o hin to ¢nst sn unfuversble
reflection on western ehristian clvilisation. If thelr erection is
pdaitied =t all, then 1t showld be for the purpose of reeducsiing =
man, 1a glving hisz the means of sxrning sn bhonest livellihood, und not
in turning him ocut into socliety i & conditlion or @ atute of =ind

2% bsd ss befores. In Lllustrating thls he sentlioms ihst the liuvary
at Bruchssl contulneds 3000 wolumes imoluding %S00 bibles, 500
hysnsla, 400 Doells reuders, and & mzss of pletistic trash®,

Above zll he protesgts sgainst the inclusion in such penitentliaries
of politiesl offenders whose offenses "for the moet part wre oniaed by
feelings which are sbeolutely necesssry for the uresasrvollon of stoimas®,
and inslsis thet 1f such & pracitice is conlinued ihe Eurcyesn nutloms
#will smoon be Like those of &&i@*.lsi 1o force, for example, B man of
inmtellzet fo 4o manuval labor iz to inflict upon his o suniginsent zere
severe thap thet asted out Lo ithe osrdinary crisipal whoe i only oo
neppy =8 & rule to work with hils handa, Solitury eonfinerment, he feelis,
also works gre ter hardship on the ipteliectual than on 2 men who ia,
to & certalin externt, used %o gpending his hours in ldlencaz.

As 3ight be expected Corvin exposes his anticleriecsl atiitude
with the statement that & gre:t suamber of the deplornble cases of usde
nags csused by aolitery confinesent smuy be bHluoed on the wunmrensonshle

of prison ehuplalns, His sver- resent ruther irreverent humsr s

bt

revesled in thisg regsrd whan he writes: ®fas nun die DSselsorge betrlfft,

Ly4t0 von Corvin, Dis Einelbiulh wid dus ‘ellengefiengnin in.
Brughesl, Ho!fsernn and Campe, Hasburges 1857, . 85,



80 wptsrilegen dle srnen Seelen der Sorgs vor eines katholischen und
sinem evongelischen Gelgtlicheni ein Hebbiner aus der Stedd pflegt
din beschnlitienen &eslaﬁ.'l32 In suother insisnce he guotes the
¥nglish lailer who divided sll pec.le into two clusmses, "those sho
wore iz Inil and those who were pot yet sdalited®,

ihe booklet nlso describes, iike ithe chaoter froz hisg g

the cshysical set-up of the vrison, the dress of ths prisoners, thelr
deily routine, food, the gere of the alek, and tyves and . inds of
prison officleis ard sttendsnts, The wrrious orison reguiniions ure
slso elted with cosvents s Lo thelr aspplicention,; and he drawe an une
fsvor-ble comperison betwsen the conditions st Bruchss)l and those »%
Pentonville, Englend.

in the end, nceepting the freot $hat the orisor as sn institutlon
will eontinue to exist, he makes sight reconmend:tions for its ime-
provement, namelys better buildinga, s gresier opportunity for soelasl
intercourss asong the srisoners, & saxizmus ifzitetion of solitary
confinement to a fourwye:r pericd, bsttsr foed, discrstion for the
prigson dirsctor for individuslizstion of treatment, the exclusion
of sietistle elesrgyuen, the prohibitiern of sn inevesse in severity
of renalty through hunger diets or confirezent in darnkness, and
finslly grester discretion in the smsloyment of officiale snd

133

prison sttendanis,

“%arm Ple Zingelnafl und dna “sllenzefsenguls iu &
The Tuis sagsage nag besr suoted in Gerunn tu sreserve the [ lay on
sorda, Hogilishy Yhe fsr »g the carve of souvles 1s sconcorned, the soor
souls sre entrusted to the oure of u Catholic srd & Lyutherarn alinister;
s Habbi cerss for the circunciged souls.®

133
Thet Lorvin's criticisme of the penitenti.ry =t Bruchssl

105
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In prineiple there ia no doubt thet Corvinp was correct, but
1t is churacteripiic of his own idealiss that he falled to recognive
the tendengy of all huaman institutions to fll short of the goal
tossrd dhieh they asw}r&. His own = ttemst Yo goln for othersz the
conditione whiech he himgelf had vot enjoyed is indsed adoivable
It ziver proof mgsin of his constant inclineticn to work for the good

of his fellosmen.

This stiraciive bookist of forty-elght uazes, which appered in
1846, contuins tsenty-four Lllustr:iions, revresenting exe ;les of
reproductiong avalilable through the procesg of glyphography. It
wes orinted by the Glypbogrephic Instituts =t Leijsig, sst u by
Gorvin, in the hope of indueling book sublizhers to use glypho-
graohile piaters lngtesd of (nferior woodeuts ususily obtelned from
itinerent Englishwen who fsrued oul thelr orders to indigent Gerunn
craftanen,

ihe process lieelf is described v ™a drewing asde Dy galvanie

were not sitboul foumdetion may be proved by the spoerrsige goue
yeurs iater of a book srilten by the foruer evangellaos. chsplain
of Bruchszl who was raaid@nt thara during bar?iﬁ's 1mvr§annmwnt.
in this bock, Dig J psingun Jeder Gefagngulisg~in

dar Binzelhefty, F. V@g&l ?dbi ﬁ&w?ﬁ, Leipsig: lﬁéﬁ, Joharnes
Fuersllin, wno hed usde 3 thorough study of pr&3mr mnebiods, waies
reconuendstions slsilur to thwse of twrvia’ and pointes oub in
porticulnr the fallure of the pensl grotem at ﬁrﬁnnsa-. He maintaines
that lx bendling lhe prisovers the suthoritles at Druehsel bed
suployed the princi;le of forve, contriry o the aspericen snd Zoplish
patiorn of the cell systea., Fuesslin aleo guotes with asproval from
Corvin's book.
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‘)

mesns on av Lo ther treeneforzed

wrinrting oresg
to produce inoressiong®, de rentiore g tha inventors of ile nrocess
Edward Palmer of London and Volkmer Arner of Lelizly, and Tn typieslly

te the Joxor Sovernzent for foiline to

{M

Corvinisn -arner hunoroualy 1w
recognize oand srotecit the Gerarr ivventor:
3 lyphograshy is one of ths moebt atlraotive and Luoorient
mventiong which hes been made in & long tisme, If dr. Shrer
hud hed the luck %2 bhe s Prussisn, he would hwye raaeived &
decoration. If he had Deen a Frenchmsn, he would hseve
received = thoussnd fronees and » decoration. Tere he »
Augsiun he would h.ve recelved iwo dscorsiions, and a2z an
Englishmen, =t lezel 3 sotent ~- hul sinee he {2 8 Jaxon,
he recelives neither money, nor decorations, nor a pstent, 134
Thes booklet has neither politiesl nor litersry sigrnificance,
It represents solely an endaxvor on Corvin'sz pert to improve repro-
ductions us used irn booke of his day. Unfortunatsly for the hopes of
the senguing writer snd cublisher, ths booklet net with little succers.
Corvin, who finslly bought the inwvention frow ihmer for 2,000 talers
suw the necesaity of making additional improvesments. The whole project
turned out to be & preauture uitempt, It was to recuire sll the
patiance, pergeverance, and tenmelty of purpose his charseter could
muster befors he could achisve the desired resuli. Litile did he

dream, when he oublished Dis (Printing Fress

Illustration) that this invention would teke him to Prasue and Faris,
ezuse him to study chealsiry and gelvanoplastic, induce him ta move

from Lelozig to Gotha, make the scquaintence of Alexander von Humboldt,

134 N
Otto von Corvin, Jle by

Institut, Lelpzigs 18406, p. 8.

y Glyohographisches




and finally embircil bim in the first armed urisings of the
Revolution of 1848,



PART IIX

APPRALISAL

Chapter 1

SORVIK A6 4 HISIGRIAN



Corvin, who directed hig histories primsrily =t the largest
gegnent of the Germen population, may be clussified asm g pogular
higtorisne But, it should be noted that he is not s popular
historian in the usual sense of the ters, since he never wrote down
o n lower level of Intelligernce or tried to usake thet entertaining
which night be called vninteresting. He gsuccseded in hia elm of
writing histeries leveled =t "people who belong nelther to the
inteliectunl sristocrats nor to the intellectusl rebble®, +32 gain,
as & opular bBlstorisn he never stirove for & purely Litsrer. effuet,.
Fia strle is simple, clewr, end divect. He can &lso not be accused
of supsrficisliity, since whst he did not write or falled Lo ses did
not srise fros fpebilidy to clsenify or anslyse but resulied sither
from vis own proxiaity to contemporsry eventy or Lrom the shegence
of subsequsnt blstorical resesroh.

Or the other hand, Corvin csnrot bes claseified as s historical
scholers There 1s no evidence thatl he sttespted to msxe n study of
prianry scurces or thwet he ntiempted o confora o historical melbo-

dology. He hiweelf mekes n distinstion betesen

that is the writer of history, end

rp Lhe ope who
does reseurch in history, which ensblss him Lo be clazsified move
evgily nnd which eloulianscusly prasents the point of view from which

he must be Judged. Corein was a rather then a

The writer of history, sz defined by Lorvin, sust aunm wr the

=

resulte of historical resgesrch snd recount the factes and evernts nfisr

iﬁsﬂarviu,jgﬁjgggghhﬂaab Vols I, Foreword, p. vii.
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an examinaticn of &ll different ovallable presentaticns in the way

Ty B 3 EAN . F3 P P . . o 136
in whieh Lhwy sees Lo bdn renlly o have bevpensd.

5

of the sehelarly rasearch worker Lo thei Phe ofteh lospes hirpeld in

doteils, end sttributes, becsuse the investigotion hes cost much

effort, o grecter worth to wnimportant things than thoy retually possess;

137

forther he cummnet refreir from rarsding blg eruddtion and coity®,

the writer of history must do wore, bhowever, thesn just prezent

aw

o

hiptory sz "it scemed to him to have hernened®, In the Foreword to
wn esrsior work, Corvin assperts 4hnl the writers of Highery ars or
ghould be The eotual ancgtles of fruth end thael higtory lg the world

138

cowrs before which prinees and poo les sre tried, Hemce, in summary,
the writer of bisgtory mmust set himgelf ur ss 2 brudhful recorder of
gvznts ag they actuelly hazpened and no 2 judge of individusls snd

aman sebions.  Remerksbly enough, Gorvin goes gven beyond this, Ime

pusd o 2e whp with the demeerstic goirit;, he wmsintalns that the

higtorisn

@

hould presgent histery in a wey thot the zeole misht galn
not only wizdom but o knowledpe of their rights aad duties &z citizens
of & atale. 133

In one respecot Corvin woa very eritieal of the higtoriens

of Wis c¢vr dave Eince mozt of them were univereity profeszsors und

et

wnoe omplovess of the steie, he felt that they were mol free 1o write

136&0??1&, Neuzedt, Vol. I, p. L.

370518, e 4

i

— e T

139orvin, Beuzelt, pe 3.
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objectively when it came bo & question of modern history. From the
very ntture of the siimetion they could herdly be cxpected %o be
adversely critical of = government, ite institubions, end fundamentnl

orinecizles, from which they vere receiving support. Tor this resmson

he bellevod that the historian should be ceconomically indeyeadenﬁ.léﬁ

Hoving considered the natuve end gizs of s bislerical writer ss
Corvin coencelved them, it lg intersating to note how faithful he remained
t¢ hisg own analysis. 1o his credit it -ust be ssid that his histories
are extremely resdoble., Thie lg especlally true for Die Gegchichie

der grogsepn franzoesigchen leyolution and the Iljugtrierte I

fuer das Nolke The latter is perhaps written in o more wopular vein

5

than the former, bul 1% stlill showe evidence of study =snd care. The

didactic vuliue, which Corvin felt history should heve, never intruded

£33

to the volnt of szeiling his presentstion.

througn inferenco rather thon precept.

In resoect of objectivity, bowever, Corvin frlls short of the
gtanderd he get for himself, This is chiefly true cf his motern
higtories. Deeply concerned se he vasg with the problens of his own day,

freedom =2nd the schievement of nationsl

both persons snd yrouns in

2

theilr rel.iion to the realizetiorn of these gonis. Those .ersons wWho

strove in any way cgoinst the gplrit of the timep, be 1t even out of

heartiell convictlon ithat existing institutionsg were prefersble to new

bl
*“QThiﬁ criticism ss applied to Gsrmen historizug hasg Deen
reitersted by & more able writer of & later cete. See: ¥m. I
Thaver, %Fellacies in IHistory", fmericen [istoriccy deview, Vol. XXV,
January, 19<0, ppe. L79=190.
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led hiz izto thy rewsrkable oeltlon of extolling Lels Yunbes sz 2
benefaeirens of the ﬁ&v&rmnm He cven chumpleoned the Germane
Setholic movement, though fundummentsily 1t weg mot in hsrmony with
big cwn beliefp. TShe ert that the peculsy ¢leryy played in aiding
the Freuch Hevoluldon wes, as & result of his attitude, also ignoved

Vhatever sicod in the wey of nuticnallisw and demoersey uwas completely

ved., Thers were no $ntermedists shudings. %o have recogniced anything

geod in the chureh would have mesnnt lending it bis mgsmﬁ;w' 7o hewe

scknevledged the culiural beneflts which Cormsny derived from ite mumerous
AT mﬁ&é %ﬁw bawn Qegj@ivﬁkm tc & %&W“&l of the eruse

ir which he bellioved.

In judping the aé#;ia&# of ruliare, Corvinm wrote lo the best
tradition of those whe belleve that Ple ¥eltesschishie int fus Zelle
goricht, thet i, world histery is the world eourt. He subjeeted

svery rlor to the test of wheother e bad scted in the best interests
of bls pecple and the world at lerge. Bere sgelin, bowever, he injected
pot. Bapoleom, for example, who
Corvin edmits sprecd the idess of the Freneh Hevolutior beyond the

& demourstile perspective in his Judgs

1‘“&@&@ Yontes, a suppesed Spanish dancer, sotmally Betsey WEnisomy
dapghter of o Beoteh officer, wes driven vut of one Zuropens espnitel
efter another untdl she finally resthed Munich, where she beosne the
cloge friend of Ludwig I, snd aaused & polities]l conflict that brought
about the shdicstion of the Eilng. 4n absolutely waelieﬁt troatnent
of thie Buverisn fispeo is found in Velentin, Qeschiehte, Vol. I,

Pe 115 21,

15250 treating the question of the role played by the etureh
durdng the diddle jges of meserving srt and solenge Corvin ssys:
%It iz another questlop 1f, whether without the mponis, yea, even
without ewmm@, art apd saia:*% m}.d mt h&w e
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borders of Frumce and hence performed & service to menkind, 1z in the
~end ¢ondemned as an evil figure. He is not only the victls of his luet
for jower, but whet in Corvin's eyes loomed even larger, the betraysy
of the Frenmch Hepublie. Conseguently, he ieg in no wey glorified., The
drems of his rige to power wnfolds in sieh & way that the reader i
payshologleslly preperesd for bis fall, vhich is, ss it were, a morel
necessity.

4 similar Late befaulls lafayetts. It iz polnted cut thit he was
& mar of achlest chazeoter i sctuslly too weak en in%li&a% o grasp
fully the significance of $he revolution., In the sourse of the narretive,
the man whom most Amerlosns regerd ag a bhero, is secused of wanliy, suger,
revengs, duplicity, sud luck of persomsl prides The most serious ehavge
pleced agrinst him, however, ig that he gtood politiecally in the middle,
Be wus not & Srue rml@imwa Therefore, when he loses fevor and ie
forced to fles Franee, und 1¢ even jailed outside its bordars, his fute

pneed as Jusbe
In comsidering those who took part in the Revolution of 1648 in

Gormany, CGorvin is dnespeble of peesing & completely unbiased judpuent,
The Fronkfort issembly, vhieh Ibenstein huz termed ones of the most oute
etanding group of parlismentarians who gutheved in any countey, is called
by Corvin an assembly of “chatterers®, us Host revolutionery lesdews
are termed impractlczl, and those of the extrene lelt are designated as
144

*big~-mouthed herces who locked courage”, To be suro, some truth

ww, W Vol, x:»”?" 168,

Yida,
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Liles in Corvints mepsvrticas, bl he oo often overlosks She vight

fdenle, though they aight hewve differcd fron his own.

In trecting reveluticmoay movenente, whotheyr Dutoh, Frenchy o
Germsn, Gorvin tends to ghtress the politlesl element to an clmost
totel exelusion of soelsl wd sconomde Lfugtors. In this regerd he
£ulle Snde ey error eosmitied by wosd populer historiens, navely a

tendeney towerd overslisplilicatdon.

Thet Corvin wze pometives pullly of leprudent ragertione cranot
be doeniad. Yol this oriticiss misghl also be leveled i gope Wisterians
ai highor sosdenie standlng vhe weite with o artlecisy blag., He wup
rejubliess ond o demoorsi YWy sonviclion end remeined true to thepe
priceivles ot o time when they wore forssken by o lurpe seetdon of 1ds
oun ool Ynene

The only wneoholarly olowent of nils weltlng other Shax hip fellure
o suote sourees Lo the olr »f suthorliiy sssumed Lo judging cortsin
bdstorisel evenbte., Yol, 1t i dliflcull 4o see how b wlght bave
writien conwinelngly bed he himeelf not been convinesd that ip judgeents
were oorroete Gowvin felt that he bind dizeovered a malielous conpuol
betroen sbeolutize wnd ehrlotisn orthodoxy entered inte for the wruope
of exploiting snd subfugsting the brosd mropes whilch he must expose to
thoge who would one day rige up out of the igoorenee and durknens in

which they flouwsdercd $o ceet off the chainsg of theiy ?‘wx’aﬁﬁgﬁ.}éﬁ Thia

U5 She test and svrest mesng of enligbtening the veovle weocording
Yo Gorvin wag through sorecding the ldess of LEh century retionsilian
znd thwoegh o stedy of vodern hlatory.



weg thoe gocl toward whieh Gorwin strowe ond for vhoese cohievanent
he 4id pot roefrealsn fron veing invectlive zpd ridievlie awen IU divected
2t tine-honored lyaditions and instdldntions.

It would in ne vay be sopropriste to ooupare Corvip wlth Voltsire
iz wel tion to the Importonce of thelr work, but eertuls sleilarities
betvesn the ivo exint. Foeter deseribes Vollalres oo the grost Fubdlejat
who et =11 hie suneryy inte furthering the rofors of the French ntule,

& reform which wag Yo come from cbove. The pust 2l forelen countries
delivered his meterisl and preofd for his theordes. Jdebually, howewver,
Volteire woz not & conelptent rbilosovher of hlgtorys Ble views obout
the mture of hdptoriesl develorment cye unclesr and sonlrsdietory. He
wag not pertienisrly interested iv how the gtets irose or what tha force
weg that lay bebind history. o hed nn immense davssoeet fovr the past
nnd for soholarebip.

This deseripiion of Veltelys L1t Corwin who night be suspected
of baving teken Volilalre au s models Cortsinly his owm outlock on
1ife wu pogt clopely relited to the retlomulliem of the 18%h contury.

However, owe elssent in Fusterty deseriptive of Veldsire doss not

glate v to comes Corvin sevw hope for the future only im zn enlightened
poreinees He himself hed suceseded in conllmg off the prejudieas und
gentinents of the elsss te which e sotusily belonpede In doing this

b wag Indabted ‘o fSehiller who so ably tock v the cause of the

Mbppip w%ﬁ»ﬁ‘z‘iﬁ“ﬁi‘“ﬁ of %l‘bﬁwta is tokew fvomy Jduverd Muster,

Sssnhiehde dar neusren _ He Gldenbourg ‘ublishew,
Hurioh: 1984, 3;?; 5«13 .3590
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Throupn Schiller, Lorvin wus also rel ted Yo hovseesy, and 1Y is
inderesting 40 nolte how mush of thiz French philoso ber Cervin ed
shporbed withoul ever having resd hWin, Thile etil) fmprisoned in
Bruchsel he cume woveen ¢ copy of Le Loniradk foslale In deseribicg hia
rasebtlon he says: *1 was implessantly surprised to findin 4t g0 mach
thet I ed conesived syeeld; mol only the ldens btut ovsn the words.
e woudd nov weileve thet py thoughls sre origlinel ond thet I Wwves not
reart Houssesu up 0 now¥ w147

In cne roopoet Corvin resssbles S$he historlane of e own dey, who
laid undve giress on oiliitery encounters, s tendeney exblbited by scoe
Cermsy. histordope even v to the prerzent '&ixm.u’g Hig cwn trolining wnd
soyvice sz an officer in the Prusslien srmy raturadly led hixr inte this
pogition, and 4t iz not then to be wondored &t that & very ‘eoge nart
of bilg wodern histories iz token up with the nerrsatlve of sdidtsay
operntionpe i iresting slmost sll bottles Corwin cannot nwvedd Judging
the efficzoy of individusl mareuvers wod the cnpublilty of the vorious
apgy osmrendelte

Hig own nowledge of milltery gzelerce sid teotle mede hdn egroclally
fmentiont with the lesders of the Sevelution of L8B-18.9 who urderw
estiomted the stvength of the rosetion and who folled 4o organise an

effeotive siriding fores of thelr osu. Agein this knowledge on his uazd




cauges Hin Lo e sopeedolly eriiieni of the perdormanes of soriodn
Smmrdoesn gerorole dupdng the eouvee of the Civil five

iy defenpe of Uoneral tellellan deperves apeelsl svelse sinco
post of e sosertions have proved Wrve ir the light of recent
m&mxcﬁ.wﬁ; Ho eriticiced povernoantsl intexferenco wilth Mellellanta
sitrategy, veoopgniced the eanlty of Stunbon and Chues toward him,
eopponded Mo sclemtifie lowwledge of the nrd of wer, arvd olnted cut
that & HeClellss counld be eritielsed ot 8ll 1t would be for boing

ovarenublimin,

Gorvin wagy 16 pusi be sdedtied, o keen obwpervey ol men ond sventas,

spd e srostert econtribution se s Heatorisn is in the resovding of bie
oen fuiregsiong with veunrd to e bopuendngs of the pericd in shieh he

livede He blaselyd wesn

wre of the welue sueh re orting had Iy the

writing of histowy and he ewmmsclouely lefd beohipnd his docunents of

voling, guelh o his g . whloh
howe bean aod obill eab be of use Lo historismee  There iz uo B

vhilesoohlesd depth o his wrltings and errors in judegnent ¢ bo found
iy tham, bul thed doss pol sxelude them from deserving cerious
eongioor. biar.

s service whileh ho jertdotlarly rendered fAmerien wig hilz endecvor

}

to souunint Gormen yvesders wlth 16 past hiptory snd discel fulse liocas
wd Lo Ahe way of 1o scnd institutionse. Contriay o the gepersl tondoncy

of Zurogess: visilors o bellittle the United Jtutesn, Corviu took & vositive

Mgﬁmmri?' s roeition bep been eorroborated kv *t.he mwut Wy ‘r},, fe )
Bollelinrn hy Hspliton Iekenrode and Bryon ba:snx*aw,, i Ba AN
University of Hoxth Gerolins bress, Chepel HEill: L34l
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His works conesined wiih eeolssicetlesnl sbuses sy b vepordod g

poleniesl et they suet sleo Do congldored cerily ug blstoricel

ey

sorgnted Ot

treatises. Dy ofelle (Criectts Dirrox), iz o

aidged refleocidon of the Dogsex Gotholie clergy Tron the sizpor of

2

hizgtory. Llibewise the ssouel to tihds work, Llg & {he Fluselisnts),

precents & higtordenl acceunt of the oore viclent forse of cpscoticisn

Gatholie Church,  The lsgt Wwok of the trdlopy,

- %

{The Golden Legend), underisl

ken & rotis

eradineti on ool the ceriyturcs with the ald of higtoriesl eriticlas.

%

it eennot be 4 with sy cordelndy o what

wae Infilveneed by the works of Devid F. Streuso, Uruns Somer, or

Lodwdy Feusorismch, ot certuinly the spleii of the times wileh pvodvoed

X , sl
Whe o {rese of ninde It io the oo

wtlon of Biz o

son with religlovs cuestlions fthset ftrned him into =

g o TR 4&"%&‘3(1;
The roliciong of the eerly elvilissiions of Iurope and the Zenr Leoat
rocelived =5 porious sopsideretilion ss thelr pollidies) inatituticnae In

arpdiving retionelion to pre-ehrigtlen relilglons be hoiod to wesken

modern ehviatianity 1teelfse Hip morshipy of ®recoon® in the ond lod Hipm fo

ook wron bt up having an independent development, gioilsr o Yet of

dnos £insl eealyvels It cay be seld thet Corvints sorks nre goloved

e o serbtuin erignt by hip necessity of mniling v living,

1 4t ennpod

o Feuerts
1oladndg

0
PSR Rk &~

151y, David ¥. St wa‘ m% Epenred in 1635/30, S
Eriddl dor svinas ‘ s oy ik d
Feuerb-ohls

sy Pisllang - legal

f 4



be sointained that he wwole only w1%h an eve on poosible geles.
Altheugh Corvin d sol hed o universlty eduestiong he wig by no seans
wnedussteds e sas wble to consult works in Latin, Greek, French,
Detch, inglishy Hobrew, and Jermsn, and sithough be wep by noture
Inclined towurd sollon rether then shilosophlend reflection, he wns
pevertheless willing to gpeod long bowrs with pen fn hend to e«id in the
realisation of politdeal idesls. Hio works have beoen iaanoloted Inte
Swedieb, Iateh, Iilelien, French, Ipanish, and Imglizh and heve une-
doubtedly Inflvenced in turn the Germen-Gathelic Bovenent of the 1E40%g,
the Communlizt wmovement in France followlng the Praneco-Prussiar ¥ur,
Biseurekts fulturkampd in the M70's, the Sorman Joelul~Demperatic

Hovement of the luie 19th Century, the supportors of the Velpar

Lepablic, the Heublisss Uprleing in Spadn, and the Batlounsl Soolunliist
Sovenont of the sreceding dewade. Certalnly thisz oun dosg not deserve

oblivion, 152

s
““the Pfetfensciozel, for esusm; vle, whieh firpgl o pesred in LE4S,
mﬂmws& wgw;;a in im f&f‘m edition ip 18T, I% wuas t»m&-@l&%ﬁf’ﬁﬁ inte
Freneh in 1874, into Epenish in 1933 It wee edited by th@ Snolal
Bgmocrats iu 1920 wnd received the ai’f:!.m}. imprisstar of the Batiopal
Soeizlists v 1934. His Zrimernungan srposred In itg Fifth edition
during the Velwar Do ubLlise

£ oy
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Chapter 2

Corvin ag & Literary Figure

It ig perheps unjust here to attempl o criticel evaluation
of Corvin es a literaury figure, since all of his belletristic work,
with the excepltion of ilidag hes beer unavallable to the writer. It
is felt, however, thal additionsl research in this directior which
would entail & grezt expenditure of ti-e end energy even for a person
regident in Germsny would hserdly reveal more than that shich is alre:dy
known.

The iist of Corvin's litersry works is not long. I1 ineludes
Jugurthe, & youthful attempl at & trugedy in verse, which he destroyed.
Die Hochzeit auf Sonuenstein, & short story, of whkich only a poea,
Hdorzenstcendchen, wes published; Die Graefin von Chatesubriand, an
imitetion of & French drams; Nigbe, &#r epic poem, unpublished; Hagsap,
a comedy adapted from 1001 Nights (1837); Die Hunvaden, & historiesl

tragedy (1837), revised, abbreviated, and republished (1880); Der

Zauvberring der weiasen Frau, « puppet play (1848); end Die gefrorene
Schwiesermutter, a light, one-act couedy (1886).

Almost all of these works, from what has been written szbout them
and from what Corvin hinmsgelf has tc say, contain a strong eleaent of
humerous volitical satire, whieh in itselfl restricts their appeal to
thelr own age end endangers their value as pure ariistic creztions.
the H s for example, which alght be lesst suspected of 2 polltical

tendency, was suppressed by the censor because of a scene "hetween a
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To vrite verze wus nod partieularly favorsble for the production of
poots, snd 1t would huve taken & nen With far gore lterry genius
than Corvin possessedl to woge a vickorious £ight spninst the spirit
of the time. FPerbeps Valentin's sppreissl of the pericd is most
arpropriate 2t thds polnts |

After the July Bevoclution theve avoss e disguat

in Gerpany for verseo: Moidens and moomahine, roses end
nightingeles had beon mung zabaut enoughs, ALL vhythyms
ant stonma forme hed Moen exdausted. The srs of pross
had srrivod, proge as form and prose, &f one way say, 58
materinlssee The writer sppeured, keemer, oclisr, move
duering thae the poet with his long loeks, whome effemi-
nste othoereworldlivess beger to s)peer somewhnl nmuging
fm contrast to/ the writer who in virtue of his high

L0z wg alpo now Lo snpounce o Jerzsny & greutor

Corvin did not eseape from the Zgligelste By 1850 he was fully
cognizant of the fact that he could never seblove guccess we 2

post or dramatizt., He felt that he was not borm to "pdt behind a
deck® and thet only a jouwrnslistic sctivity would be suited %o him,
or, bis merrisge in the meantime foroed him to turm his

energies intc something more lucretive. Henve from this time on 1t
may be anid he aplied himmelf in the dirvecticn of prose.

Bls zefrorens Solsdiesormutter, written shortly before his death,
gon herdly be conpldered se s sericus wish op his pard % return teo
the nore serious liter:ry attempts of sarlier duys. Forced ulmcat
inte destitution in his old age, he was, therefore, resdy to try
snything that woald bring cuick relief. Thig last work should mot
be regurded ss ovidumee of dilettantism,

- P

153velentin, Qgschishie, Vole I, pe 251



Hevertheless, the spirit whioh moved Corvin to _mw DoetYy ag
s young mer repeined with him sand golored his prose wilth a sbrong
rossntie belletriptic straln. Fregquent pussnges csn be found

throughout his writinges that beor testimony ¢o thiss The one
sy cited in the olmpter, "Corvin
snd Amerdsa®, might bo mstohed with the following peragraph, written

degseribing a etroll zlong the potoms

a5 intreduction to & huating poens, sslocted st rendom fyrom his

Sterne erschionen sz Mamel; die 2iille Haoht unfing
mit weichen 2ruen wolluestig Tul amd Berg; virgends Geoe
vasusch, nur hie upd ds gehelmmipvolles Knintern und
Flpestern in don Dueschem, durchsceuselt von vinem leisen
¥inde, Fledermseuse wlegen slech gerneuschlos in dor Laft
und ebense gorssuschles segelt die Pule. Hin wnd wicder
kreuzt ein Hzpe den Weg, mecht ein liconmehen; windet und
gebt., Hinter dem gegermsberliegenden Bowrg stelgl der MHond
heyauf, sleht :&1\9@, winterifeh kalt, sondern goldenm,
sommeriich wurwm,

Ls Tor Ridag, the only ove of Corvinls uforementioned drumas at
hand, 1itile auy be ssid, since 1t 4p &« copy of the first edition,
later revised By his end publisbed ip Swltzevlsrd im 1846e It bears
oddly encugh ss the name of the euthor, Dr. frnest Falk, o pesudonym
nover wmm by Corvin. Swmr, mf‘ftm*; ew:k’m haﬁ beea
awmw to W its iﬁmtitw. 155

The work 28 1ts nswe implies is elagsleoal in eherotor and
ogical Greek king of Phrygls who hed the power of
giang into gold enything he touched. Although all the chsmcters

155« Kedalon dox Staihablicthel
P aeudintaclasikan 1906, v v




in the play srs taken fm (reck syths, vne is often surprised to
find them masquersding se Oessler, or Tell, or oven cajuchln mniﬁs.

Thip, however, fits into the schemse of the comedy, becsuse it ¥
in rexlity & thinly veiled satire of the jolitical conditions inm
Gersuny pricr to the Revolution of 1Bi2. Hence, mention is often
nede of freedom, btyrsuny, cenzors, lermen jrinces, und even Gerwmanw
Cetholice,

The story as reteld by Corvin presents iMides as & defunct
mmmwmmkpolhw&m:%mmh Apollo visits
the Phrpgion court sné while there sxchanges viess with the king
eoncerning govermyental mii»in;; Hiday and bile coborts desoribe
the sltustion in despotienlly ruled Phrygia, while Apolle deseribes
that under 2 republicen ithemg, For ipolls's entertainzent s masgue
is performed Ln which ¥idss plays the role of Geseler and Fan the
rols of Tell. 4 humercus allosicn 4o Sehillerts play is mede when
Pan presents Hidse ﬁﬂkh a Mﬂm ﬂm& by ble subjects requesting
sore freedom in ﬁfm ¥idsg snewers by taking Fan's crosee
bow and shooting him with 1%, Disgusted with Mides! attitude and

the porformence of ‘the wagque, Apello erewas him with aus! sars snd
tak:w locve of o counmtyy so inhospiteble to his spdrit, Thuos duabled
before his subjests Hidae Mm mﬁhing in his power 4f he ip
Aaus devices It 1s of no aveil, The anly way

to got the eare off is to remowe his hesd in the yrocess.

The iden of the play ip slever enough but 4% misesryies from the
point of view of stage produstion. ILdtile 1f any actlon is involved
and the somowbat lengthy polemiesl dissussions ecwld only buve had



Anterest for Corvin's dey. The play iteeld iz modeled in the
claseiosl tredition with & ehorus and s stedct observence of the
thres unities, However, the outepoken ansehvonisas, the bisuyre
ounding of words, the shifting buck snd forth between prose
snd verse, =nd the wtter confusion of metrie riythes syoil its tone
amd chernctor so that there remsins mothing in 1t of joetis cmuw
thet womld veocamend Lt to & plsee in higher litersturs, 1f it is
eizérm!:eﬂg%a of em!a' ﬂh&r dremetic worke or of bis poelde

. eapeblillities, thers i3 no need for further researeh in regard to
his sosition vg & literary f:w:aro of note.
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Chapter 3

P

=

t ia to = ceribuln degree mislecding if cne considers Corvinls
work for newspapers ond mugezines separcte from his other writings,
since it shows little dissimilarity to that which appesrs in hig
books. However, for the scke of s simpler clsssificstion such con-
glder.tion ls mude here, Corvinls work us & journalisi, one ulght
be inelined To say, began «& goon as he becsue esware of the fsel thet
he luckeo the qualities of an outstanding literury figure. But such is
not the cege. His Jjournsligtic netivity was concomitont with his first
serious iiterzry attempts,.

¥hile in Dortmund in the spring of 1837 Corvin wrote a series of
ezgays for the Dortmupnder Fochepblutt similsr to Wieland's iLbderiten,
which he enmtitled Brief sus dem Mond (Letters from the loon), and which

were not

(Letters from Weghington), though more humorous in tone, which he wus
to write gome twenty-five yeurs later. In the following yeusr he
gucceeded in bringing oot a2 periodicnl of hisg own especially written
for lovers of the chase crnlled Der Jaeger with a Sundey supplement,
Der Sonntagsjacger. This venture proving suite successful he proceeded
to Leinzig in 1839 to found & monthly magszine for horsemen, Der Mapstall.

His next journslistie actdvity consisted in solitical pamphleteering

during the ecarly 40's in conjuncticn with Held for the Lokomoilye under
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Held's editorship. After the suppression of thie olitical newspaper
& long lapse of time occurred. His next serious attempt wog & peries

of srticles, written in In

e
=

lieh while in England, for Dicken's
Houpehold ¥ords, = weekly megezine of po ular nature. 1861, the
yesr which =marked his elevetion to the rank of a first-rete journsllst,
he begnn vork apg a wear correspondent for the Auggburser Allsemeine
Zeliltung «nd as en occensionsl correspondent for the London Timeg, In
12867 ne roturned to Germany ws foreipm correspondent for the New York

gerved in & similsr cooeelt: for the Hew

during the Fronco-Prussien Tar, he ccted

-

the Vienne Fredle Precse. In 1871, thrcugh

hig accuaintonce with Friedrich Kepp in Berlin, he secured his lsat
position as journcligt so forelgn corressondent in Germoy Jor the
‘ 156
Bogton Ipily Adyertiser.
It i difficult te write mueh sbout Corvin'e work as & vewspap

reporiter, since many of the paps for which he wrote zre uncvelilebls
& 3 Z 2

end the proctice of editore during this period of not allowing writers

to sigrn their despatches makes 1t difficult to determine thelr euthorship,.

However, onough of Corvin's reports hove bheen found nnd identified

through a crreful examid style rnd content to determine the

chorscter of his work.

156 iearich Kapp (1624-1884), & Forty-elghter, was editor of
the New York sbendgsitung und Commissioner of Immigrstion for Hew
Iork. He wag u stsunch sugporter of Lincoln and a good friend of
Frederick Law Olmsiead. Corvin became scgueinted with him shortly
after his srrival in Americs.




Eith the extwepbion of his artieles in jlous
comprise for the mogt part the story or his experisnvcg in the Low

- wolution of 1848, his jowrnnlistis sctivity ssausce wore the che~
recter of thet of a oélxmﬁnt than thet of o pure mww. His
articles, mmminsh‘u ovp opiodons &md thoughte concerning
eventa he describes, are seldom objoctive in nature. As @ rule they
are filled with ansodotes, genersl desori;tdone, explenations of
politicsl ﬁmﬁm. reports from othey newspejere, eyswitncss
acocounts, and short mman laterest stories. As wight be expeeted
he bhad % good nose for news", and little of what took place
sacapod hip sttention,

In writing up events of his time he soriously o dempted to
be as umpsrtiesn as possible, Mt his cwn judgment iuf
his rolitienl MW often coclored his despetches. Hias English
resders oro given & g&em of the despotic conditicns of a Gurman
gtote, his Cermsn vesders are informed of the blssmings to be
onjoyed under a reyubligan mmt, and his imeriesn readers are
made aunre of the mechinstions of kinmgs and eclergy in & still upoue
lightened Surops, It would be fulse to ernclude, however, thet his

politiesl ddeclogy turmed his articles into mcnotonous ropetitions
of the sare theme. Hevertheless, it rea.pesred sufficiently to form
a aitmetly of his Journslistic work &s & whole,

¥ith the exception of Corvin's reports of aiiitwry ensounters
whiieh have lopt thelr timelinees his despatehes e extremely
intererting. They show, however, no particulsr depth, He wae not
the Balter Lippmann of his day. Outside of the series of articles for
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wrote inoa true Vietorion, Dickensisn egiyle,

gre fregh, gtrzightlorenrd, Musan, el
to nds erecdii, the epotistic tore so

4 | R P, p
tlg longer worke, thon

it inve.




The plses Corvin halds in the Buvolution of 1848 has been
not only the subject of coptroversy with his eontemporsries tat
with later swumwmampmwwm_ Many of
bis contemporeries, sa evially the more radicel republicans snd
desoorsts who were prejudiced by his Prussisn dackground, regarded
hin a8 & mdlitarist and ab aristocret, ALlthough his personel bearing
apd his eclose friendsbily with Prince Salm~-Sulm might huve seened te
eonfive this suspicion, it is in faot ungrounded, In secordance
with ks libersl views, he believed that s man should be able to
shoose his friends from whatever sectlonm of 1ife be wished, and
certainly the four mec who siced closest to Corvin repprogent sule
Flolent diversitys Friedrich von Sullet, the dreesy, revolutionery
poetic comrade of his school doys; Friedrioh Gersteecker, his
hunting compenion during the Leipsig pericd; F. ¥, Held, his volities)
co-sorker; snd Prince Selm-Salm, mm;imtm friend during and
after the Civil Far in dcerica.
The aceugation that Corvin wes "Prusslen® in thought or deed
ie alsoc untrue., He had s good bit of the suldier in him, but not
the "Frussisn spleit®,. In fact be was most cubspoken sgsingt it,

In eriting on the FrapeowPrussien Var he clearly voices Mis cwn
feelingss “These old Prusgian officors sre inmcorrigible. They will

wmﬁmtmmm;wm%mw.w~wsﬁmmm
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for the better when these old fogles shall bave died cute® '

In anothar lnstance he remarkst
mmmwmwswmmw
WM%MW,MWE&WMW
tize when the Prussisn srmy wee composed of morcemarie:
vegabonds, W&Mfmtmmatﬁ.lmm,m
wmmmwmtmamwmamﬁlma A
Prussinn policewssn, genderne, o ¢lerk in an office,
ﬂmgmztwumwwwwmumwmw
sm;,:.e citisens, and spmmed & rude and offensive tone in
pddressing them.s 1 cun ssy for mysell that shenover I cawme in
mmmuwawmm ar office ¢clork,
I felt etrongly inolined to kick bimeess 258
Agrin later he apeertss “Everywhere in Germany, the srrogance
of the Prugsian oesuerzte is the greutest eneny to the popularity
of the Frussian gmrm%.' 159
That Corvin wus emough of & militarist to aypreciate discipline
in an a3uy, to objest o the ldea of fyeely elecvted officers, smd to
mmzmawﬁ\fmmammmmm
Farlisment and the demoorstic cause cunmot be Senied, But he at no
mmmmmmm'mwwmﬁm.m@m
must e remembered that he hinself gave up & smilitery csreer to sarry
& gril of lower socisl standing. His own knowledge of militery sclence
and tectics mede him impatient ot times with thet imprreotiesl cless

of Germen demcernts who "saw in an excited group of apprenticecs

mm; & Exsopes Vols IX, e 634

158n4d., Vol. I, pe xcxdid,

159%4d.s Vole IT, pe 624
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inadequately armed an enthusiastic peoules' army cepsble of sub-
duing & brutish soldlery®,

£8 » man of ection it is only natural too thet he sghould have
criticized the delegutes of the Frenkfort Parliament whe were short—
sighted enough to underestimate the foreces of resction. That, however,
\ . 160
should not justify Dehlinger's eplthet of "the sver-sneering Corvin®,
Alredy in April of 1848 Corvin, as one of the leaders of the Depublican
Legion 2% thet time being organized in Veris, communicaied with =
member of the Fuenfziger-susschugs (Committee of Fifty) and offered to
farnish five to six thousand men zg the first regiment of & parlismen—
tary notionel ﬂrmy.lél The rude refusal of this offer by the
commitiee did not enhunce ite stending in his opinion, and when the
Fronkfort Purlizment later diszvowed its prinecicles snd called for
the survrecsion of the two mzjor uprisings in Badern, Corvin could
regard 1t only with ¢ certain natursl bitterness. In thie resvect
his sttitude was not unlike that of other Forty-—-eighters who criticized
the Trriiament for feiling to zchieve the aims they esnoused,

The criticlsm thet Corvin wes undemoeretic ig more difficult
to disprove though it ig e wnjust zs those eriticiems vhieh zew in
him & "Prugsisn® or o militarist. Thet Corvin wzs of eristoerstice
origin and wap brought un in an aristocratice ztmogphere is true enough.

3

het he had an arigtocratic besring is also true. How muech of this

=

180¢heries #. Deniinger, The Gers
Song, MNew York:s 1903, p. 287 f,

141

Levolution of 1843, Pulnam &

Corvin, Reuszeit, Vol. I, . 131,
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bearing, however, was due to femlly pride snd xilitsry training, and
how muech was the result of & gtrong belief in the dignity of the
individusl man cannct sctuslly be detormined. It must be recailed
that he broke dwice with his own closs: first, when he merried, so

te spezk, benenith himselfl, and, secondly, when he egpousec the

democratlie cause. It vas the second bresak whdeh slienated him not
only From hig own ¢l gg but zlsgo vertly from his own family. The

sttitede of gome oFf hig relstives tows>d his sarticizstion in the
hevolutizn moved him to dro: the nene "Wiersbitzki®w,

The grocf, howevor, that he wog not an aristocrst in the bad
sense of the term car be found in hie remuncistisn of Yig own class.
He did not look to the aristocricy to bring about the necessary social

and solitical woforams of the future, but to the jeonle —- dem Volke.

For them he wrote “ilg bookg, for them he took on sctive part in the
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he got glw venrs in

during the course of the Hevelution in the ety jeslousies and

a‘.

bickering of the demccritic chtandsrd-bezrers and In the failure of
the Gorman peo.le to crisge as one sgoinst ite opnrecsors is understande-

able. It wop during e rericd of such disillusgiomment in Fruchsszl that
he wrote his wife: "In gensral Lecrle sre to me frightfulily desplesble
and yet they intereszt me, et I love them. Ixplezin for me, if vou can,

his riddle.”lba The rviddle involved which Corvin did ncot seem capable




expisontion lay ip the differsnce botween his treinlog snd beokprouad

gnd his beliefs ag well ns in his owr politios) make-up. It lay in

the essential dichotomy that perursted liberslims and gﬁgﬁ.w&

Corvin hizgalf wis too rugh w.w a wwwﬁ.@w o g a, complete demoerst
sl too mueh ﬁ% @uﬁﬁﬁuﬁ& to g g& libervel, ﬁuﬁ gﬁg
ﬁwmaw.g considered idesl wus g& the gﬁggﬁhuﬁ,@&aﬁ wishod
for YWy the iiberals of his own day, but & republic with & slsssless
society. It is cartein, however, that just as he fought sgelust s
deppotiec sboolutisenm, he would heve alpo revelied against the Yyramy
of the maopes. Dven if Corvim mas unable to rescive the sppurent eonw
fliet, be was at lesst sure of his own feolings to the polnt of cgvers
ting hiz affestion for the reople - an affectlon wideh mudo hin look

wpon imprigsonwent not ag & dlsgrace bubl a5 ean hopor. He wis *foy pwoudey
of his prison esp than.ee 0f the bavonial coromel sbove his cost of

364

Another aceusetion wileh s fremently levelsd at lorvin
iz thet iwm wup an "adventurer®, Not oculy dertein of his conbam-
poravies have termed him thedl, bBut Velestls in most recent Yines
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snd Gustav Hedemsnn ecovld e moro eocily crnlled suéverturers tihan

Corvin. ind Schurs! cgesns CSrom Raghbetd nlony with his drervetic rescue

LN}

of Profecpor dinkel zre deedg {2 nore with nmelodramns than any-

s S Y

thing roecuntsd b Corvin in his memoirs.

née by

Valentin in deceribing
Periz chortl cfter the Februryr Levelution snd ite » ttempio Lo

gedn monetzry sunrort from the French Provigsional Governmernt. e writess

fecording to Irench law every unemployed foreirn
citizen nsd tre claim to finencisl add from the French
Goverrment in returning to hie nrtive eountry v to the

16
5¥¢lcnsin

Wbine riret und e cona ecitions of Corvinlg =memoirs sre entitled,
Aug den Lebep elnes Volics . snd the Fnglish edition of 1871,
A [ife of Adventurye. ‘he lest Germ a editions: lin Lebeu ycller
Abenteuer. Undoubtedly these titles hieve also strenglhened the
cheracterization of him azg an adventurer.
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the rosotion io stempling out & revolution shich Lis owm pelfigh-
nes, shortsigitednssa, end duplicity hod brought about,

purt be played in the sapdtulation of the fortress of Rastedt, It
ie, therefare, mecoesery B0 consider his sotion in tiwge tso instances
iz greator detail.
After the suppression of the Heeker uprlsing end the disbunde
Bemnoras Leglor gﬁwﬁw of its defect at Bledeye
Dosgeuiiach, & large musber of the leglonnaires, Corvia smong them,
fled by different routes over the Gorson bopders and ?&ggﬁ
at Strusbourg, ggggiggg@wg
g%%%%%ﬁg lmong the more suletanding of
the latter were Kurl Helnsen, Guetev Struve, and Karl Bna,?
#ithin & phort period of tims the two groups of refugees embined
snd formed o Rafugess® A4 Commitbeo of which Corvin wss eleeted

ﬁggwgﬁﬁngﬁggg
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them, In tho course of events quartels ower politics and personal
jeslousies srose and the refugees divided into ¥ appos
with Corvin the leader on one slde and lelrmen cod Struve ox the
other, Corvints oppopents proceoded with &1l the mesns swailahle
to them o undermine his influence and blacken his eheazwoter, nod
}} of BLOCEBR, Furtunabely wneh light hag
been thrown -:-;.-;zs %ﬁiﬂ wwmw ﬁit‘%mffmﬁﬂml dipute through the
 more veesnt reasurch of Otto Wiltebergor, After s Yypleally Gewmsn,
g ﬁmwmmm i‘amﬁ, Wiltsberger wos able
to Wﬁm "& ﬁm& subsequent descriptlon of the conflict betwesn
the two groups 1 fallow sesentisily Corvin's presentotion, Ite suthor
iz to be zwre hispelf blased, bul z;;esrs aceording to hig charceter
to be the more tr.stworthy.sl o

He slso quotes from & istter of Proeles: “icvording

opleion, in e of his letlers to pe, Corvin was 2 pesrson of thoroughly
17k

RE OREDR,

witiont & cortuin degrec

questionzble eheracter, s view which I am pot sble %o share,”

¥iltsbergeris prepontetion of ﬁw feud Detwpen the two parties
reveals the fret thet Corvin becsuse of his own polltliesl beliefe
wag unable to eonour in %Struve's heartloess fanstiolam, Heinzen's
boastiul arvogrnes, or Blind's prencunced

1910, pe 108,
w"ﬁﬁn Pe 309

x%; Pe 108,




The romult was thed Beinsen, Struve, end Blind in twrn not only
eriticized Corvin but sowed dlesension among the refugees to the
polint thet Corvin hud 1o request wid from Hecker in an attempt to
pat an end to the conflict. Theodor Hoegling was fimally sent Yy
Basiser to Strasbourg, & mecting wes held, the old vommittes dinsolved,
and Gorvin sgein elected se the president of the new cmee Htill
refusing to sctept this srrangement, Heinsen and Blind forved an
opponing commbtles and by underhanded owens puoeseded in diveriing
not suly refugees bud funds destined for Corvin's eormittes inte
thelr cwn mmmiﬁ Pinally they attacked Corwin in the
snd in papers of o similsr radiesl directiom,
while Coxvinte Priends etteupled Yo answer through the eolumng of

iog Zadkung, ond Corvin himself in tiw

e dispule sived in thig fashion esuged eonaidersble havm %o

més wud vhope
argusents hence carried less welght. Bevertheless, Corvints activity

in bobalf of the refugees in Strapbourg hes beon completely

vindicateds ¥Filtsberger writess "The politicel refugees in Htrasbourg
wore without means of exigtence. 4 gre:t lack of slothing and food wvexy
ecvom provailed, Mwﬁmwmmmﬁmtmﬂww
ly. Me active snd open nature helped him ower fuitisl mmm-“‘

Corvin, who wes less well known in Duden than his o

L%Mwm even bad ¢« wabtehman statiossd at the MWridge over
the Ahise ot Eehl to cateh parsons coming frem Beden with monsy fox
Corvin'a commiittee. Ose Wilteberger, go. ghie, »e M2

;‘?‘MN Pe 120,



Forthor vu Nilteberger writeas
The acln part of the wark in sesisting fell to Corwin,.
Ho divected the Glstribution of the pumercus donations
coming from Geamnny siuoe June 1848, arrurged for Uw
lodging of & new srrival in the verious funs sveilable,
mmwmmmewnmwmm
suthorities,
msw.mm%mtsmmmm
borgerts request, éiaisan& m‘m Wm with the
interests of the refugoes, mwwmwmwm
haruful to them wvoa speodily disposed of, g
The disagresment betuesn Corvin on the one band and Heinsen
m&wm»wma%awmwﬁwwmm&wawm&m
the Strasboury pariod, so that shen Corvin luter returned io give
edd to the revclhutionary movement in Baden in the following yesr
be #ep ensountered with suspleion and distzust ﬁt_m revoluticoary
Corwin himsolf suspected thad the tmlmaminﬁ% hin
d by bis cosneotion with Hold in Berlin wbo had

fallen into speoial disfuvor with the seathern m«.‘m In sy

only affected him at the time, but lurt his reputation later on,

M — " " s

am%m of the Mw's 171 GMM*

1 naa,, e 110, Corvin mentlons this & pumber of tises in
m own works. I:i. stens from the rm m& Hold hed suggested Prussia

Pe B 109,




Whem the revalutionury ferees wure finelly defeated with the
£211 of the Fortrese of Hoptatt and 14 wae disoovered that Copvim
Mwmm%WmmﬁwMW-m,
his enemies, in seerch of & stupegeat, immodiately raleed the oxy
of betruyal, snd when 1t turned out thet Corvin, amomg the lenders
of the Fortveas, wis pol condemned %o death, thelr suspielons were
W’lmaé mmmmmmm&mmmm

unge for his own life.

It 45 this indlotment of Corvir shich s the most damning, It

iz alec thie sme, In epite of Corvin's own denisls and the favorsble
verdict o»f gove histeriens of & later dule whioh refupes to die M-m
The mont recent historian to reiterste 1%, & seholar of reputution, is
Yolt Valestin. Since the sccusstion lg of sueh 2 gerious z@ﬁm,

it is necesssry $o corplder 1t and the evidence ip gopport féﬂ' it
wulte garsfullys Valsantin writes the followiafn

It mey Do thetl Corvin 454 sot expressly revest for
hizself wny persopsl sdventages, but it fils into the
&m}?ﬁ& situaticn that Count Wbm, to whoss the exrly

urverdey of the Fortress is important, is eapecially
me mewaawamw&mwm thad
a good end o the affelr will uitigete hie own fate,
Corvin probally, therulore, rejects the ides @iﬁmgm
Wmhiﬁwwﬂmmmmﬁ;

" -~ ————

mm chronlelers of the puerdcd whoe conde

look upon him with suspleion ere: Booher & ﬁasanmg Pahlis
Femm,. ﬁmgg; snd w.m in thoir nﬁzmﬁw ma uﬁw
over the Rgmm wi mmnmg it,

i ]
%%Mﬁn, %m Vole II, ve 534e




The first part of this statement 1o wouched fop W&y Corvin
himsolf, Oount Groeben was friendly and resspuring to Corvin
not only in reference to himpelf but to the garrieom at large, Is
In his treatmont of the rewoclutionary fortress during the pexce
pegutistions his conduct comtained mued of militery ehivalry and
1ittle of barsh verrisal, He promised Corvin to intercede for
the garrison ond sagsurcd him tiet ite fote on terwms of useonditionsl
survendsy sould not e as harvek as might M believeds In re;ly to
a conmuniestion from the somsender of Bagtatt, Oustav Tiedeuann,
he wrote) *Xﬁml}.ﬁewnmm,afemw, go that oll the eope
mmmhmwnmmﬁmmammmm
fmcm xtmmmewuwmmmm
word of 5 fellow Prussiun efficss —= & word, to which he in his
idealiom sttechod wn unimpeachubls cods of ethiscs ~ overlocked the
feot that authowities higher than Ganeral Oroecben might not be 2o
easily inciined towsrd s mereiful troatment of the surrendared
garrison Torees, Blos, 3mmewwWw, says
in his treatu-ut of the questions "Corvin forgot that sapitulation
is ¢ form of burgeining in which eash party seeks to cheat the other.

mmmmmmmmmmwmunwmam-m

b

Sl ole 533 '
Valemtin Loeeie s ints b Lhct Gount Grosben was inslined
wwmmwamWWWw,Mﬁmm
Prince of Prussis was not,

la Kooy 9Ra Shkas Do 592



it 1a iffieuld, however, to soe what Corvin might bews wped in
the way of ping power, Sbe wltloete surresdsr of the
Fortress was certain, It sppeered omly & question of m.A

it had for alld trestment at the hands of ita beslegers.
The second jart of Talentin's pt:tement is besed not only om

w@mﬁﬁa@%&mﬁn ceaurred ufter Corvia's
WWWWM :&m&mwwwyﬂm&xm
il : 2 plight of
thoee aithh the fortress that Corvin might dmve made good his
saospe but dld mot, In thiz regard he writosms

the teip wes Qlfficult besause at esch post sistion
the currisge hed %o be shanged and the weatheor wep bud,
WMawmumammmnwwxwmm
have dipappecred and o bave rexohed Boerttesberg from
Wlmh%mwﬁwmmemwxmiaaﬁwﬁmm
sod alss hod sdditiomal money. The thought wead Wirough =y
wmmmm%apmrw:mmwmm

guerd, in
: OBy | Corvis Wma vith the W of
Mf of m Pringe af Praspis, & dsjor mm,
mmmm«zmmmwm rarrenday,
gw. thWmemmhmw;
e aftornoon of the mome day, Corvis and Leng retaum
tﬁ&wﬁ&% WWWMM&MMM‘WW
mtwmmm mzz. moraing, mmmwm
mé&w&w@aatmw&@m&w’a iamvhmgyef&awm
for the first Simey July 23, crivens purrendors.

Corvin, Elp leben, m« II, ' £y
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thet ur osuge had failed and that o herd Lol loy ebend
of e aiflvers, m%, i lmredietely ocust suel covemily
iﬁh&mﬁ’ e aplde. 1 444 not wish o bebtray the Lruat
odaoed in e és;,v the purrieon; I wished to gerve Lt

e the bepi of my abllity o the lanst minute wrl to
ghare m:@; ) e %«3 ;::f.“ w m&m ~;a.;'i;3ﬁ. Wamt %ﬁw '@ws m &M@
ﬁ}‘% i 5

& f‘;&fz&

S »xiffﬁﬁffé tk%i:, ﬁ. winild zmm oo oogy for ne
«”’“i"i){fﬁ s w © be Constance in spite of thes to lLave
fleds % rast whioh he ghosed ord the e srt Bt
he bod to woueh for uve with his bhonor e well oz the
concoen Lor =y own hoboer wore the best sensures o
srevent wy flight.

§

There is po partievlsr weoson to doubt oreiuls sords, ond
siunee VYeloniln hdmself quotes {rom Corvin's weltings ol olher
podnts W sopport bls own gletements 1t is Afllenlit Yo sve wshy

he ghouvld guegtion him hore.

Yalentdn suooorts Bla flret sistement, hovewer,; with $he

Purther renarl thet "orvin sdvoosios the ccoeplancs of the § siay
corditiong i e.i% of the spparent and Intenticosl loek of elolly
end ruts thes through dueding the sovmeil of wep® }m' Lot lly bwo

gonerel sounelile of wer weve held: one when lorvin retiwned frou his
iy trough Boden and one oftsr bis comversntlon with Lount Grosben.

Alyvedy ip the firpt esunell of war befors ary assurances eould lew

heen suidde 4o hie b (zoeden, Covvip sdveoeted nn lemediile pusTenders

sgtoeliy Volestin's cusevesent of Corvinte motives eonnct be

enboporienily Jdenleds Howewsr, plote 1bs weildlly is In ouenilon,
and 1% lg beped oo conjoelure ralher than fael, one way eontoet the

authorls right Lo have fmeluded 11 in 8 eongideration of the

E300cvin, in lebep, Vole 1, pe 5984

Wl yomtin, G Vole 1X, pe 533e
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Lt g o3t o

Tre fmputetlon in Vslentinls scemmt is fhed Covvis zdght

hawe gpoken aosinsl surrender, Whough hov e cwld mve dove this

umder the elroucstonces is pol clears &2 & vemilt of hias IWip
through douthern Doden, be had learned thet the rewnising foroow

Lot ts arny bad relreeied lndls iedizeriend, The fordresy wug

from ony bove of ceglstence and v eompdetely surrounded

by en evervhelaivg suaber of Prossios soldiers. Already in Hay
N , 1856
poricus mutindes of the troops within the fortress had beoken oute

Hy the tiwme nepoliotions wers tekev up ip July the #4%

K
recchel o eruelel polot. Iwen Valenitln recognines lhle fsef vhen

e wribtecs "ehed the remsiumder of the rev luliomars srw o uld not

Bold the foertress ayednedt the sultisle supervierity of
o ) o ) b-y
exl the foroes of the holeb is qulils elear.® ang ogudn e

BIndeed, L{ wog high time fo oo dbulelee Opy lmsis, flights botesen

poidiers wrdd revolutlonery wlunieers, and desertiong luorecseds”

182 Cherles ve longiole exnd C}% xles Solgnoboss
Sbe dudy of Higtersy, Henry fiﬂlt« & Upey Bow Vorks

PIP thw ressoning lsoaves the lesant d ;g&}‘t, o nbber winh L
gruv o sonclupiong the *‘iﬁt trested ruzt bo ’ié:-ﬂ«.'t in the
eonjoeturcl B » em» Ly é’;ﬁ Lingulahed from the defindiively

gptablinhed repul

S, e :

m%ﬂﬁ m;;-%'s&:s Dlumy His dealzebs Zas bt At
L “"ig: BT, pie 4RE=2T.  Aleo Llnert Fowo
i odds Cohoemperliin tublisher, Lahres
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& profound slilence followed this speeseh. Eaeh of
the ligtensrs folt thal Corvin bod sswmn the im:tm
Finally someume, 1 can o longey reomends prolice zm
and askeod some quentions. Thes there 'ﬁ«es 8 mﬁw
of yvoleen in which scog hotheads could be heusvd to ﬁw&v
af Mying tw the lazt sen¥ uind the like, wntil the
governnr, s forcer Prassisn soldlsr vho had beeome oh
efficer in the Prlatinete succcedsd in reestablishing
wrder. Ho seid he wes se veudy ap anyone slue to
saordifice his last drop of biood for the cuiss m.@% that
the vevoelwtionury Prassian officers would peobab
Mﬁw%ﬁ&exmwhmm rmmmmmafm
besleging sray, But he counelilsd the immpediste murrender
ﬁ‘ the fm%ﬁm i one émvm’% é%ts i.t t\mﬁwt ome will
awmtiaa gl Mrﬁwﬁ the aivil@ns af the wmy
with thelr wives amd ohildrenm, and all of this in M¢
it wop tims to meke an mﬁ, m matter what might huy;

0 uia

There Tag &8 wurmaring ﬁmﬁ@mﬁﬁmﬂwmwtm
man had apoken genslibly and so the desision wog mude -&im%
Corvin should try osnee pore at Prussisn heodogons
affect the most favorable conditions for the officers m
mon of the fortrece, I bo shonld percelwe after a
dafinite stienpt the lmpossibliiity of abmxaing Wh
eonditions, he chould disoreoetly conclude .
sgreonent for the surrender. A W ;mm the room
nost of up 1aobably felt thet amything m& mm&
surpender could haxrdly be conpldered.

Sotmrzt wlews ore subsiantisied, aceording to Hloe, in the memcirs

et Horte
in deseribing the fate thsi belfell the fndividuasl lesders
after the suwrrender of the fortress, Valembin melkes the following

ise Otte wvon Corein ls glven denth sontenee psypdon
for the ressons slyeady Lnown, o290 hgaip the inference is that

mﬁaﬂ Sokayrn

Berlins 1906, Vel, I, pe 218

150 o ‘
Volt Valentln, goe Slbes Vole 1l, pe 537
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in e sesulngly jurldiesi (00euS." iz 3% ot wolallls $het

st doath through the Lrregalzs proce

yin luoakil

Bl erarbewmrblel Poither B

hiroush rosises mede o adn by

Gonersl Grovben?

The Frosslaon outhoritles olsloed ihed dher were fr

it the uprlalnge Uorvin,g vhose wlliltsyy cortleloodlon

wian resizricted o ihe bovbordssrnd of ladwilgshofen in

whoese politdenl Influence

seadly be eonsldored w ringlead

theh Theodor Hoeslings, ne of ihe

kiﬁ"m“""zi e 8hbey Vole I, . 337,

3‘*5"" ihoodel Aougling weg o representobive in ‘féfi"st‘l
Blet whao ook on esrly end setdve oot In the Heoke ¥ Uprdaing of
""*i’,&?a m* T cloyed ooomeb wore owbstending "-'i@,iwf..».ﬁ;.- rohe in
uk oty wdlitiry cpersdtions in 1849 b L
ST ?»st;;a»r»; ar s evidense sl havl o eonvd ’*"L

n dkare wes L Corvin's oozo.
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Or, Uwt teo other foroer Prussisn officers regelved similer aeutenses?
teccrding to Covvin's scocunt the only thing thst saved him from
execution op Beplenber 15, was an ast of the Baden Covermment fesued
s § e previcuply requiring all sentences of decth nod prowoun

y unenimous verdiet t0 be ssud to Ksrlesube for yeview, fls wus
the first of puch cases to be so hendled, and the delay provided bim
with & period of grece to affust an intercessclon, Actuslly, Corvints
scemmtation of sentonce wus not mede by the Prussiss suthorities,
whon Genewrol Groeben represested, but by the Minlstxy of Yar for

Valentin's statements "It £its into the invelved situstion thai

Count Groebenses indicutes bo Corvim thet a good end to ths affaldr
will mitigate his own fate,” L mot, on the other hend, an sseunpbions
Corvin huself wdnslts that Grooben gave sush sssuronces. And openly

ptates thet he later mado use of thess assurereces in an attempt W
save his own 1ife. 1% Hovever, that doss not constitute conciunsive
ovidence that he "hurgeined® the murresdsr of the fortrese ag
Valentin would lead us %o believe. Compidering Corvis's beckgrou
and troining, the sltruistie eharscter of bis writings, the othervise
sxmeplery ohurneter of his life, and especially in this situation
the sbaones of any tangidle proof of duplicity, it is not only wnjust
but wnfaly te suspest the motives for his sctiom.

192
gw 5 leban, pre 608, 610, 3t L& herdly Jikely
that Corvin » £ haye senticned Grocben's promises if hs setuslly
gfggwgygggﬁgg
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4 fipel sriticism of Covvin made by Wilhelm Blos, othorwise

?ggwﬁﬁ%g&%
revolationiots lay in the sequense of sims %0 be sehieved, If the
gg&ﬁﬁ?nﬁ%ﬁ%gﬁsgggg
veforn to nationsl unity,* g%xw&agw tor *Theough
ﬂagg%ggg% Thin axdent desive for notiomsl

| gg% sinoe, ne Frens Behnsbel has _.§§ £% so voll, the two
were moat g 3»&5»

ggug §¢w§a§@~§ wgw
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sl dlacipd el Hor di4d Corvwin's work with tle oolitienl

e

Tt uA

1. ¥ oo pchasonn v Ty 2 4 A PR NN ST
Sun lwrnpbounyg being 5 boiber meouliis.  Willsborger sl

hes sande w svselsd pludy of thie lwmee of the sevoeluilon ayrives
Lothe eoncalslion thet the relugeess vare not of speclial slmldficonce
in refere oo o the sourge of hlstoricsl eventsy  lpdoubbedly they

o

took part Lo ocimest ald of the more lmpordsnt evenite o0 teoge yeuos,

but theis =otlon wes povhere Jdecieivwe. Shere wen

197
weil no hoter o roeslly leporbant personality.®

logking hen p

tacut overioosking e LLllbies Corvin cotuw

Ly cooseszedy Db

besring wede hin gngpect By oopl
depcerats ol thet hiz own oubppohen wsrmer snd ob ddoes 2loosd

)

excennive pgoblem did aot L1010 Me W rige o & major popiiion of
irdlusnes. ot Cervin wes sebitlous thoro cen bo no dodi b, wred
thiy olevent of bBle ¢horcoter did not po wmotleed by hila ooronontos

Bogkheln cors of Corvint

e wog Gefinlitely nothing dlshoupst sbout
B hle wlidtery meomer which covored bie lynew g
nt,m g oweldl owe through hia lnelinetiin e slyy the aet
of the srigtocestle (siron of the Nowelution, (fm*v}.u
vudned his chonces wilh the priweizal demooratisees

“hit nob he, but Slgel, reecrived the suprone command

sdpem burt Lis naive vondty.

dn Gorvln hed onterusted hisz

Lmd Jyoulls Lo ¥

A3 ot %o B
A e cueted by $ilbelw Blogy oo Q&a, e 57,
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srlatoeratie noture of
Sorvie an exceptlonal
demooraty of the i..u%’
m@% 2R Qvﬂl_«fﬁ%&é with Hewwegh, Hechor,
Cidty Laewe, Froebel, soe sbiwrs,

ined o gtrongoer swbho

r i modori %3;‘ P remn
*ﬁiﬁ"“‘ :}wﬁw i .wq ‘3&‘}"}

) meryvics to the lewvsletion of 3848 wes

pendersd fbey U rewvolubion mne ovey, g eonsleisd i e «Ilaria

Lhe ey o the pon who

wofows o vl e the priseisles In whilch Bhey beldevad. He

the o partunity o wse hle news roporbe Irom dmories o gond boel

o Gepweny freguent cocounts of Vw homor and regpect Loglowed in

g

the How Porld op men who were reperded in thole notleve land ap
eulorits oo rewes doge  Hilp Whelierp Ivom Soshington® to the

sedtung, o Dliled with jeige fow

g ha gav 1t ip cetion dp Juerion, Thoy sust cerdsinly loowve bwen o
aouwves of Ingobrative o thopes who were dejected by the sescts of
ERIVAION L N

. YL

vorwln, whe, in hie werk s s soswlar hMelorian,

srnre of the weluo of eyewlincss rvecunis, 8ot only vwished %o loove

Bhwd vemid bove Mistoriosl

subtoblograe iy bub ¢

viluwe I this he suecesded, His senolers bave beoen wsed by

histoprlonsg s ooe e ool op the Develindion of L4l

hig wteoblopyro by waz related in pueh op sroating nd enbordeining

2%

thot 3% econdrituted 1o keo vo the pesory of LELE

and in $mspiving o loter ponsection ie 3d4o sitemet 40 resliize the

LSRRy Hureh 2022, LHS,
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ponds douled Lt rodecosiodse

ey historion,

v AR IR e

vhe Bhw eveniy o

§ ot gt

LALE exul 1847 lreofy sy they oonsorned $he sttenst Lo ghopnes

the steineg ww in “urepe. Undoubltedly they sisc alded the groeth
of dissetdafeting with subseraey,

an s Pinal aoslysie, oub of Justice to Corwin, 1% susd be oeld
thet cltbough the fndivemoe he eweredosd on everis srioy W oemd

during the Sew lubllon wen Doy less then thet of

adiiiory lesdor of the time, suveh ap Reexey or @igel, o of 2
poldtiesd parilssentarien, suoh s Moegling or Gepern, bis subsoivent
oot of the lewlubion in the role of un srxcloplst entiiles hiw

Yo be voehed cssong Shess o2 one of the outstanding Limares of dhe
time. The pewn iz mightder than the gword and bus o wore Lsoting
infivence thon the spoken worde Gorwip wus resdy i e loy sil three
in fowor of & unlied desoosrstlie Germeny, bbb hies right o recopnitim
p oregerd o 1848 mmiat be buged nore on what he weote then on vt he

padd ol dide Cortainly hls evse is not weeh Jifforemt from that

of Gurd Jelnrr whope nane wug enhsnoed, ot speelfieslly by the
port be pluved in the Fewolution itself, but by his lster evj;oord
of Lis ldesls in &werien. Selmrs turned his buek on derseny once
the Jeeslution wez overs Corvin newer dids  2though he bessoe oo
dmorienn edilsen, his ¢hled interest lay in eontlouing o oow the
geeds of desmowrntle vefopm on Jeawer solls Cerbadnly thls wmtleing

devotdon o Phe ¢rupe of 1848 am Coxvinds ort ghould not bo jossod

over withont 1% dus meed of yrédlce.



| Gaster 5
Sorvin and Amexies

It is AIffioult to say just when Corvin's interest iu
dmerice was Livet kindled. 48 & school boy in the militayy
scademy ot Potedsm, he made Ms first sogusintence with Anerics
through Cooper's Lpsthox Stosking Mless later in leipsig he came
to know Friederich Gerstaseker and through his close sesociation
with hin beosme more familiar with 1ife in the Now Wordd, During

mt in Ioweohsal, while be had esple tise to reflsat
on tho fate that hed befellen him and the genersl de;ressing gtute
Gld Werld for the Rew,
States, It mas & new Atlantls sad sould probably becowe the Athens
of Gegwsn iitersture. iite 4ifforemt in tone war cuaTwapon
which Corvin earried on with 2 certain Frew Loulse %., vho wrote
directly to him from Hew Xork, In & letter deted Hey 9, 1853, ahe
isparted mave scboring informetien, According to ber the Americans
wore quite unouliured in eonpsrison with the Germsns, The women
ware betler edusated than the men, and mogt of the German scholars
painters, Her closing adwice to him wasy *If you wore only here,
it /imerics/ would berdly plesss yous »tdll if you wers %o find your




(=
wn
\¥es

way intc the new 1life fresh and setive, you might in the end perhaps

. 20 : .
like it.® “%° Undounted by this repcrt, Corvir continued to entertain

Py

thoughts of emigrating Yo the United Flaten. #any of his co-revolutlonists

¥

- done go and did net seem esger to rebturn, and
had grown wholly dighesrtered with conditions in Gormeny. Shortly
before his relcase from prigeon he revealed ks intentions to hig

wife, but she regurded them lesg enthusisstically. In the end

Gersgtaecker dlaomunded him and he shandoned the 1den for ths tins
being.

hile resident in IEngland Corvin uvndoubtedly hesrd much aboutb
Amerien, but it is doubiful ir the Unitled Sistes wes presented in a
very flattering light. Dickens, Tor wirose Journal, Household Yorde,

Corvin orexgiomslly wrote, visiited Americe in 1842 and psinted © rether
. . 201 .
meonclimentory Sleture of the land of the Yznkees. The anti-
Americen sttitude of the ¥nglish press nrior to Jctober 1861 and the
ratber belittling sccounts of Germen newspaper repovterg stationed in

the United waet alse hove given hisn s rather dismel conception

of the Nevertrheliess, with the ocutbreuk of the Civil ¥Wsr,

Corvin prososed to the Augsburger Allg ige Zel y  that he e gent

to Americ: ss o wer corrvessondent, and unlike those who preceded him

arrived in Hew Xork without carticulsr bius.

R00¢ rvin, Zellengofeeuguig, vo. 427-43Ll. For & description of
the Forty-eighters in Ameries, ef. Hildeperd B. Joimson, YAdjusimont
to the United Stabes" in A. L. “ucker's The Forty-Fighters, Columbis
Upiversity Fress, sew Zork: 1950, . 43 ff..

20enaries Yickens, Americsn Hotes, fnomes Nelson and Sons,

Londen: 1904, first -ublished 1842. See also Hartin Chuzzlewit, 1843,
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) 204
eireumslsncag.®

is =n dlen of intercet for readers lu Sermeny Uorvic seized
upon and axgicited to the full the position of honor the refluges

lescders of the Bowolubtion of

g uehleved in Ameriess He lLet
no epportunity pess o renind the Featheriand thel these zen were
congpidered heve in e for different light frow that in whieh they
were roguorded In the iand of thelr birth, 1In his vopry first srticle
he meniions Dlenxker, iucker, Slgel, and Stauve and roepsris that

the Pupapprecicted eneryy of the men driven bete by the unhapyy
revolution of 1847, finds berve sp extended and lewful field of
activity®, ind 4o thip he xddss ®den, who it wmeg thought /fin
Germany/ could not be foeleruied, sre held in the highest respect and
exerd & sowarful ianfluence.® 7 ater in Hovenber, siter witoessing
& torenidsht serads in Veshington shich wog orgmnlised by Blenker in
onor of Leflellas end ot which wvaricus Torty-eighteris sere prosont
in the reviewlny stend with Linecln he writest Bl wes often foreed to

wgs sy hand over my eyes sz LI v o dream. Hen who vere desplised in

e

Gersany ond east inte jail are here spicosed spd feted sund agsocizle
" . N p . 2 ek @ Y PR . g % e el g 2%
on an asgual footing with the ruler of the grest American reoplé.
This wag o thesms whieh wag to Tun through suen of his recscrting frowm

fmerices

;ﬁwwm, "Ericfe sus Weshinglon-VIII®, gAZ, Decesbor 17, 1861,

Jalirgong 1261, YMo. 351, Beilage. Hersafter reforred 1o se Bricfle.

95 “Corvin, AZ, Noveuber B, lﬁél, Jahrgang 1861, No. 312,
Belloge, unsigned despsteh from New York,

Jéﬂarvin, SbLy Lecesber &, 1861, Jahrgsng 1BG1, No. 342,
Brigfor11ls
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In Veshiogton he finds the view %attroctive ond #rlendid" and
the rublic bullidings Men srosnent to any Ruropess oepitel®,  fbove
all he ip lepressed with the sinplicliy of the Zhite [lovas wnd its
cecugents. ®The bullding is siaply sinted white and vuld not be
toc good for o nodersbely weslthy, privite individuel.® The shsence
of guards «nd the cum aretively free sccezg 0 the president enlil
forth the remark thwl ®the froely slected of the peurle noed no
gentinels, no courtlers, and no ceresonles®,

Hig esrly championing of the dorthern cause, cun sirendy e
aesen ln the stdituds beken by Hdm ln his arbicles concerning the
sxchunge of notes belveen kngland and the Uplited Ltsiss over the
arrvest of Petelek and fslming, and the Confederste diplomsie, Huson
end 8lidell. In the first coge Corvin found the n.te of the English
sabogsader ®lnsolent and inesu ting, &n unnecessery meddiing in the
internel affsire of the United Oistes®. The second cuse, whieh wimaaﬁ
led to war betuween the twoe ccuntries, ccused him to write o numbey
of wrticles i which he pregented the positisc of the North in the
best light possible and made out thet Englond wug deliberstely
seexing ¢ cssgus bellis "If Englind were to meke var 2inst the
United States in its helpless oeitlon, il would brund the British
Cubinet with & desricable sctlon, But guch an sction would conform
with: British polities which hus glven her the nswe of perfidious

Albion, '23'?

“07 o rvin,

E bhZy Jurusry 12, 1862, Jahrgeng 1862,
ﬁfj‘t :i—&i;, dﬁ-&-;w'iﬁs%*ﬁ‘
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ﬁWamsthaM&af‘mWﬁww
everyvhere when it is o his adwentsge® and of attacking the wesk
but "shaking hiz fist at o stronger adverssyry®. ®English morelity,?
he ssserts, "piops whers cotion beging,* If worst should come %o
worst, however, Americs could find allies to oceoupy Englisch ships,
*he Americun soldiers will shortly be as skilliful as the Euglish,

and mﬂ.gm& officers nre .;a;,Lmaéq;r ae good ee thedr English counte:
parts.” 208 It is no wonder that this attitude eventually forced
hin to sever his connecticns with the London Timss, though it was
done on his own volition and csuged him to sustein a considerable
acnetery loss.

The sympathy which the North seemed ¢o be losing inm Rurope
through its feilure to spesk out for the emancipation of the slaves,
samtm&%mmw;}memmismﬁ the imeriean
confliet on a more practicel besis. The Northern lovermment
ageording to his point of view, could not consider solely the

attituds of Zuropean philanthropists, It wue engepged in s atruggle
for its very existences. v M out for emaneipation would esuse
e defsetion of the middle states and would not securs the money
necessary fer serrying cu ullitery opersticns. Besides, the Yankee,
he pointe out, has even less feellng for the negro than the
Southsrners To support this assertdon he quotes Olmsteadls,

" ;:sm,wmmmr 12, 1861, Jabrgang 1861,
* 5o 1
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#¥ihe genulne sabolitionists,™ he cloims
) L . 210
further, Mare She German-iacricansg.®

Llthouvgh hisg allegisnce to ithe Norih remuined constant through-
cut the wer, bieg indtlsl snbthamgicse for the Republic was danpensd
sfter several monilos residence in Hashington. 7The confusions in
governaent clreles over o plao of opersilons, sud espeeinily the
rait entillied lun the spolle system gridually engendered in him s

digappointment he wes not wble o conessl. Article after ariicls

reverl this fuete "The smer cang, he writes, “arve like
ECYLAE LT I P e TV - R B R } B gt s R, 2] Elma we PR S LEan Py
yvoung cohiddresn gbripping o Christass itree. By rebwuoaxy 1502
it forced from him the following observition:

Yhaet sublime goddese /the repgublie/, for whom cur
soung men were £illed with enthusinsan, for whon they
rushed exulting to thelr death filled with & sscrifickel
courage, for whom noble meu fought and sulf'ered, 1z here
degraded ¢ & common jrostitute to be had {or moneVeess
I um neither & sentimental enthusisst or idealist nor
& youbthful virtue lover or worsl zeulot, and 1f 1 spesk
tﬂuﬁ it is only a calm god convietion txat forcen ne
to do 8O,

QQQCorvin saye of Frederick Law Olamsteads %He wes one of the
wost aplable and best-informed Americanz vwhom I ceme 10 Enove.ee
He did not ssk llke & German to whom one comes: "What good tidings
do you bring ne?! but rether 'What can I do for vou?'"  Fin Leben,
Yole 1I, p. 4.

41 aﬂ&rvin, gggajg;_,dégmg, &BZ, February 10, 1862, Jehrgeng 1362,
H@‘ a‘«’;}-q {590 ﬁ’:e.q 55. &xueiiei, z’*t Gitﬂ’ 3}# &! f.

zllﬁarvﬁm, Brisfe — XX, A&Z, Februsry 2, 1862, Jahrgsng 1862,
Hoe 3.

lébﬁrvin, x;nfﬁ ~ ZXVIT, AAZ, Tebruavy 26, 1802,
Jakrgang 1862, Ho. 57, Beilage.

a
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I g & o L o PR TP T TP N e
Aided b hle disoay over the corruntion olflelalis

X s 3 T T TR T
A L QONE ETRLTA

: the attitude of

vrobubly & westige o f the eaviier

stropg natlvist movenent,  Ho fell thet capable Gormun-imoriess

efter keot vul of higher offices Uhrough | rejudice.

The Americung gradly muie uge of Geroen selenee and
t1lent bul ere sxtraordinerily Jsalouz of the Oermensz
art clioee syerythieg jossible in thelr wey to bar then
from Yigher o6lteess The &%me:ricr‘n zre publimely

rarant o

g t wery elevor and undersbend how to use the
rnowledge os’.’ pthers, Howewer, u?i@&ﬁl&iﬁ the ploxy
Lherel aohisved for themsclves.

Thie Peellng rug loter streugthened by the fullure of the ress W

R

glve Tull recogniticr to the rart lnred by lermvne~bnericon penersls

in the puiccep conduet of the war.

appraseh to

the croblews. It wug not the order ldself zo wueh g the scipey in

PR ) - [ R S R OO L3 s RO | " LUF2F N W N N R
Lot 2% vas owh dnts eifect thot sagered hism. ¥ithoul invesid;

cwlice werve empowered to broak into

~

o be cpern erd o desiroy wantor

of llguer thed couls e found, a8 an eyewitawss W one such

unjustifisble ruid Corvin 1ifted his woles in protest. According to

-

3.(:5 3&9‘ l‘tag 2_;‘
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nim 11 would bave teen bBelter to have dirscied such evergles

. 214

sgainst the eneny thas sgrisst loysel citizens,
fzadng az the wer vroegeded, snd he beocame srure of the

(”’i

insdesuaey of Horthern generzie Corvin exprseced his dismsy. They
were sloveuly ia appessrince ond dn noet oxser, with the nolable
gxcertion of MeClellswn later un, utterly igporsnt of the science
of walre

Hip wdalvatiorn for the smericsn scidisr on the otber hand
knows no bpowdis. ®lhey wre brove, strong, fregh, and Mroliescwe

as vouny colts? snd he noticed that "most of them have thet bold,

half-shy glance of & fuleon™ soen ln the eyes of free pev les
215

Fahnge souls hove nol besn ewblitered by the polf =B, although
the scldlers srs Mwell-clothed® he regrets thet Pthe dmeriens Fod®

does not rersit Lhes ¥io buy ¢ 1ittle brondy to keep themsslves
worm om eold deys® goer as ls done in buropesn srmies.

An Corvin weiehed the prepsrotions on both sides far the
gieantic etrusele wileh wos 4o ¢ome, he ras fllled with zoyvow al
the thought thed these mve young mon, se isportarnt for ths Duture
1ife of the Hevublie, would be mowed down nnder gunfire. & unlijue

slop evolved in hie »ind., The gensible thdng to 40 Lo aveld sueh

214
Gorvin,

ABZ, Janusrcy &9, 184G, Juhrgang
1862, Ho. 29.

21
, 5‘?&2‘?&&» Bricfe == ZLl. 4bZ, 4pril 30, 1862, Jshrgsng
15@;&, Boe 120, ﬁ&iﬁ.mg&&’h

216

482, Jenuery 19, 1862, Jshrgang
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bloopsned woula bs bo allos the Louth to set fteelf ue rg ap
iadependent neaticon. 41 sould not be long belors the indolent
coutierner, usel W lebtiing oliers worx for him, sould dizcover
Rinst truce, serciant serine; opd focbories wre not the produscts
i giave Lobor bul the frulis of porthers lndusily, energy, wod
inte digence®, L sbort order hw Jouth would bw Iroundoted with
gpecuisving wogilisnsen snd sbove «1l lsnkees who would gredus’ly
golde Lhe relgne of govermment irow the sleve-holding lovds sad
Leso toe oouth buek inte the Unions 27
Une ol the fuctors hel yprevepnted saericaus irom viewlng the
sivuasdon aﬁﬂ&&ﬂlﬁ e felt waz to be found in the penesitlonsl foerlesn
press widenh felled bo digtingulsh between Ireodom end lloense, It
wus onl; shordldy «iter his werdval thut he found the American
newsperers W be canplelely paritdsan snd unrellicble, He deplored
thedr sourvisous &bleoks on bigh offdodsales and thelr hebit of
exsgpercvlon.  snd e poon disewwvered thet he hed to dipoound most
reporte of horiherz victories apd Pdivide the casuwsitles inflicied
Jon the enemy/ by ten®, It wes the unprincipled newspaper reporter
and the likewise unprincipled polilleisn who drew tow remsri {rom
him thet "such & natdon /dmeries/ would evinee the reapect aud
saairation of ell iuvopesns, 1 it vers not that most politicisnz
and & gertoiln cless of newegpuper sen do everylihing in thelr power

Lo lowmer 1LV,

217,
< i 1v§ﬁ,
« Ay Ba

218
Corvin, Briefe -~ XLJ, 442, ipril 11, 1862, Jehwgpuug 1862,
¥o. 120, Beilage.

Arials -

AL, Febpuary 11, 1063, Jalwgong LB62,
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conplider: Bly lespened during Lls flrst vesr in the

United Listes, sp iz evident ir hig "Briefe sus

u;“[i:‘z_;); it muel e pelpnle

£
e
22

longed residence hore, during vhled Llse he Locnme socualinted

fod

wag gl yeavrs In Americs and _ cltlzen of the
grast bepublic, Muring w;s tine &il the prejudices in
referears $o the churscter of the Apericane whieh I took
with pe digspre:red snd made voom for o sineere res m:*é.
and pdimiretion.  CGpe fimis irn burepe, to be surs, nove
wedlnl podish, Ciser manhere, zore refilined gpeeeh; Lm
by far bebter eduesticon, but this refinement which
srebably lmproves the sutward sppesronce of men is notd

e mesgure for the inper vorith, for the mutursl charuciley

L bave 1ived In ;S,,ai‘ﬂwvt '-%ﬂtrlm, at I sust mm
sdmit thet 1 resvect and adoire frerices mors then -
other nation, Pelitiesl and sociul conditicns have =n
grbrscrdins ey grest influence on the ehsrzeter of a
oo le.

&

LI é‘;

o

in the eherscter of the smericun - publlic spd
srivate = there is no trece of petbinssg /Kleinliehe
weitss Luch man feels himgelf %W be his own master end
avove iz in rm‘*}gy v bt the law whieh be himeelf haes
gulied Lo ﬁa. ag o oyurt of tho sovereign people. Lhis

i3, , "
orvin mainiadined thalt It wog wocesgary for s Baropesn to
have Lived ot lest five . ww ir Ameries in Am m'- ma@ Js: 10 UBAa e

sinnd the iUnlied Choisgs snd its lee £F e Fe
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feoling and the ldeus slemuing Irem 1t, the Uerman
goes nol hove;  theralere the Geroans esanot undersiend

the fmericsns nor the bmericens the Ge RRREET) o
ficlelities sre Lirst noled crnd neeoi o bhem one

Judges falsely.

The service Corvin performed for Amerier has clrecdy been
noted Ln the btrectment of his historles., Little lws besn said,
hewever, concorning the recording of his ilmpressions of Smerican
life, which comprisce nlmcetl & £ifth of the sprce in nis

& remerkebly complote pleture of the

contemporaries., Ls is peoulisr to
Corvin very 1Little escsped Mg obgervotion., Hardly anything wos
considered too unimpertant for inelusion znd the lmman interest

element so chorscteristle of e writings is here nmet with agedn.

For exsnmple, the entlire American ouisine is dighed up for the
benefit of luropean reuders: ysms, hominy, squash, tomaioes, egg-
planit, corn on the eob, comtrloupes, neemuts, brnanssg are all
mentioned =g items psculisr fo wn American mermi. fnd one diseover
that pancskes do not appesl to the Germun palste becsuse they are
doughy; thoet sspersgus is esten green oz in Ipgland and not white

ae in Germernys end thaid Ypork end beans i & favorite dish of

reci fmericans®, Further the vorisus metheds of utilizing corn
221

e

are recounted sg sn iten of interest for the unknowing Buropesn.

220

Corvin, iin Lebem, Vol. II, p. 214 f.
221

ibid-’ t\?’:"la Ii, p' 75"3 :“f‘
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37PN N P P U SR S e B .
ot owly whet s esten in dmardes hut how 1t is

LFes

e And 1% con be sodd thet Corvin 414 net eriien

spprove of service in sn Americor regtaursant. The »

widd eoptured Irishmen® or frec imericon elticens Wgho often Listen
W the copversetion of thelr gussts :nd meny tlues Lolerrort them
Lo make an cbservetlon of MWeldy owe® were not pertleularly conlay

ivl} '

even the waeting of food wes noticsd. He reowaried thet
whet le throws sway In as Aweriesn inn could esslly suoily the
nesds of & peall Gersin hotel,
The gonduct of dmericang in jublic Mile slgoe ddd rot go
unnecticed. Ths edept tob cco gpitiers, the jumechewing giris,
the politicisne who sst with thelr fest on the desks, the offlecevs
perehod on therber beleony roilg with the zests of thelr trousers
directed st the audicnce, the drunken zoldier, =nd the olten~timss
diporderiy citizen who 1litersd the -ublic squnres with napey =—
£11 find o ploce dn Corvints sketeh of the demceruilc scene. Howe
ever, he replode his resders &t the seme time thot ten yeors hove

elangel ocince he viglied Zueries and that much con end wndoubltedly

hep ehvuped ik the intervening verlod, for ®ln tint eouniyy, towms
sering oub of the earth L ke mushroowns snd one congiyusls &
rollross there ©ostey than one decides te build one in Lavarial.
Ap o tribute to Aseriess ingemulty Corvin mentlons the wsashe
ptands in his botel room mith bol ond eold runnlng woler, the

wmovable borber ehﬁirw, vl the comforteble truiinm couches. But

222@@??1&, Ejr Lebenz =11 of the preceding descriptions from
Chaplter 3, Mmerika®,
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he ned Little IF soythdng $o soy for fmericen culture. The
e liber of the:ber preductlons he pronounced s gool re =y he had

seen anywhere, MWt dnericoyn toste fov musle d4id not zeem to him

be De 2t & very high level. oked that & Undon regimertel
band plesing o cotpourrl from Pop Juen whieh zoparerily ehsrsed
2 yublic grthering in Hichmond only ceused hin fo ®The
barndeegteor had improved the finteh? copmooger in o Yenkesw-loodle
faghloneee bhot wowld have cxused ¥ozsrdt o furn over lo hisg
grove. Ag sn exsmele of dmericsn "humbug® he mentions & eoncord

, 223
of whipg.

Bofore lesving the imerican scene 1t ghould be nentioned

thoet Corvin did not rvegerd this country ss ®ihelsnd wheore {lowers
do no? guell snd birds do not ging®, It iz smezing to whet exbent
thie mon in go ghort & tice beosve seguainled »ith Averiesn naibure
end wild 1ife. Almost ail the Americsr songblrde sve noted e
bobolinks, robins, wrens, hwmmingbirds, catbirds, meckinghirde,
kildeors, snd osthera. UYe enjoyed the wonderful sutumnzl gioy of
fmeriesn forvesis, the great Wrecdih of the rivers, the pristine
besuty of the Asericen landpeupe. His hunting excursions during
the wer vith Pripee Salm-Suldm through the hills of Tennessee wre
recorded with o kind of nostelgie pleseure. And altur the war wee
over, snd he ond his wifo had setbied down in Georgetown, just oute
gide of ¥ephingbon, he took great delight in their Bundey pionics

with Princess felm-Sulm slong the benks of the Potomnes The

gzsﬂarvin, Ein leken, Vols. 1, pe 838,
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belletristie cluricter of biz vrliting a8 well -3 hisc apareeiction

of the fmerican courntryvlde sre ghown in the followlng pursgraphs

Loe P

eg along the Fotomee on cool evenings sre
zlorious. +vhole elouds of firefiles Ilowl up snd down over
the mondows. We often vdnced them In cur holr se thet
they formod dizdems of sbars around vur be=ds. The loud
313?&@%, vhoss shrill sonoetonous song ig heord almost
without Interrcptdon during the days are replsced by ITogs,
whoas tons wirles from the unheraonie crosk »f %heir

AT PERS uauaiug, for it ceess tw come [rom omoll,
gwest-tunsd wilver bells. Dotwgen this plessant, dressy
wmusie Lz e vd ot imiervels @ osoond comperable to thwet
whish zviceg vhen one pluake the string of ¢ boss

violine Shen randn cpne dg suddenly surprised hy the

aew of hitw@%, which sotuslly coues fron pome ofbe

bivd ws - »':xﬁ;&u in 1% gloepe In the disptsnce

1o ooong snrd the exll of the whippoorwill.

Hore lasorisnt perbeps thern Corwvints pletures of fmerican
1ife snd melure srve hlp cersenslity sketches snd descriytdong of

man in Levding govermment positions. Almost all of the cubtstanding
Piguren of the Clvil Uer veriod sre met with somevhere in hip

verious wrddings. MeClellen, Ursnl, Jobnson,; Stenton, Sewurd, Chase,
Helleck, Linecln, Sehurs, wnd ¢ hogt of others sre folibfully recorded
for somberity, OF thege, the President, shom he go wmeh sdmived,

enidl his =rdent wolitiend sumoriter, Curl felmrz, huve beern gelected
far rresentobion - the former beosuze Corvints descerivtion of hin
revesle the keemness of kig observetion and the depth $o which his
ineizht hed vonetrated into the demoeratie esirit;y the latter, Loosuse

he wog 2 product of the very some revelution which produced Corvim

1R

Princess felw-fols, Zeln Jahie ng: .
Ballberger Fublishor, Stutigarts 1875, Vol. I, be 5t
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A3 oo intredustion to Lincoln, Corvin ook with him from
Hew Zork s letter of reccmmendstion Ifyom Charles 4. Dans, editor
of the Hew Jorkw Zylbuge ond Luler lsslstsot Scerebory of Hav.

The Lebtler asddressed to the Prexident bove, to Torvin's smazemend,

the galut:tlon,; "dear sir®, snd snded with Pyours very truly®,

&

It wap ome of the flret indliestionz Covvio led sz o the extent of

fmericun democriceye. Hig flret tivee guerier-bour intcrview mith

t

Lineoln brought forth the following deseriptions

He wes o Well, stiff man with lorge feel and bony
hands, which looked even blgper beesuse of the short
glieeves of his black coat, very long srume, whiech bhe did
not koow exscetly what to do with, & lean, swurthy,
sellowish Inoe, somowhot dishevilled brownish halr, =
large noss, 3jammensely lsrge mouth, large swotruding
sars, snd susll rather dull smyes. 47 1 were Lo meet
Lincodn anywhere in dermany, 1 would probsbly fake him
for » village schoolmaster, but never in any enge for
the suprems he:d of fordy milllon men, and 1 should
crobehly heve gmiled gently b bde & o0y onQe. 225

s

i & resudl of zpubse vept interviewe :pd vorsonsl spoounters
with Lineolsn ln rubile 14fe, Corvip expended loter ihe preceding

dogeripdion:
Lincoln was six feel four imches tell, sirong-boned,

lenn, «ll suseles snd ginew and very strong chysiesllys
it i# ssid thel he could LAY with ense five hyndred
pounds. 48 2 Tveilepliiter or & boutesen he wos not able
to seduire sxsctly graceiul movementis, snd, if rnot
sxactly diasgreebly awkwsrd, still he certainly never
knew Just whel be gould do with hds uwmusunily long
sppesring rme and legs. Hls face wee by neny often
terned homedy, snd his yellowish, lesther-colored pkin,
fis large mouth, his large protruding esrs, small syes,
digorderly bair and the thin bedly groosed beqxd could
not e canlled attrocilwe; bud to Rix whe eould reed the
sonl of & map in hie free, his counlenance guve the
impression of =zn imsge of Christ with certeln unbsadsone

225 ey 4 : .
‘i'”'r’ﬂm‘*viﬂ, Zin Leben, Vol. 1X, 2. 77,



features. Uut of hig foee besued & worw love for pen
ard goudensturedness, even i it uvseslly bore s melaneholy
expression, vhich secuwed 0 hesr wilness how hewvy the
burden of Govormment lay uron hilsm ond how gerdous it ws
to him e find the right wsuy for the velfere of hisg rec lo.
In spite of this expression he was no zad dressmed bt
& guletly Jowvial, kind, soclable map who weg glodly scen
everyshere; obnd when the cornsrs of bis south snd eyves
twitohed peeulilarly, ome could be prepsred for one of
his bugorous eayings or Jdkee, which were frequently
repoated throughoul the Maites ond whieh were often
rather oourse. In sulte of hip sosewhatl awkvasrd besrving
hig o pesrance on opropricte oeesalcng &id not luck

i he pever asde s ridioulous ispvessions 226

ddgnity, =

48 b Lot trdbute o the pan, whose desth exnused his o burst

into tesre, Lorvin peuned & cherneter analysis of Lineslsn which

conteinsg ihe Lighest pralee ever given by hin o an cuilstending

% =

figure of hdatery. It muet be recalled in tlde regerd that Corvin
locked tpon it us o holy obligation of the historimn to Judge the
aetion of men, Few of thoge who csme under hig ﬁ&juﬁiﬁﬁtiﬁﬁ YETE
sver relesped without sevevre pemalty. From Corvinlts point of view
the following analysis represenits not only an exonerstion wmi o
sulogys

Lincoln 4id not popsess thoze brillisnt clmroo. oristics
whick o Lhistoriszn usvelly demandg of sen whon he cullis
gront, but still less 434 he ossess those ovil charscéerise
ties which are upuelly combined with such gresxinessg. He
was = good, homest men who sever in his 1ife eonmitied
intentionuily evern su eulivoesl wetion and to whon it
wng & holy szrneginess Lo specurs for cuch man bis righis
and to administer to the besi of hils sbility the high
oifice whlieh had been conferrsd uron him. Oslled o this

e

174
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post Peop o lower welk of Life he underwaent the sone
trisi 3 bis gonercls whose nliltsry horisorn flrst oxe
y&ﬁd&d with experience. Thoe sausll provinclel Lowyer
also becorne oply grodusliy Peesident of the grent
B2oublie, but e alvays rewclined in spile of thet se
vapretenticus 88 & single citleen, His lawyer-like
angiety of degriving =ny san of hig individunl righte
made him in the beglming often uneertnin and irresolutie,
Howewer, 3§ ff onies betame convineed of the nooensily

ar leguiity of v messura, he held firm to it. Hise
simolicdity, k&ﬁ@lgiﬁhnﬁw@, good-naturedness, snd gontlew
ness with whick e wes frequently yepros ﬁ::"}ﬁ“ﬁx, as vell as
nio copmon genge, w1t snd huncr, esoged many on error

or plalake ol Ln;& Turer to be iargm%tﬂn and nede im
the most | ooulsr President the Unlted wistes bag hud,
not even laghington onoeied. za7

On dJaruary 2, 862, Corvis made his firet reflerence to Carl
Belmrz. He reported Schmrs! return from Spain and sz & reuson fov
it srote thet Sehurs had become dispatiefied with reporis sg o
how the Gerean element ilp fmerics had entered into relstions with
Fremont. He also revorted s rumor thet his reburn swy hove been
aceasioned through Stentonts placing an informer in Schursz' office.
& momnbth later he sdded thet Schure head returped in order to persusde
the Government o spesk out for emsneipation of the slaves. Finalily,
on Hareh 3, 1862, be paid o vielt to Selurs and left this soeount of
his Lntorviews

In his eonduet town:d ne hﬁ wng pinsle and GorASUEIngesen

Peo e gay here thet be hes & foxls fuee. L cun conour in

Pret, althouph 8 he were am hwl» hWls hend under hig nope

s caver hie mouth, the w.ver poart of his fzce might re-

mlnd ove of Hevards Thet, howover, ig e bud regexblarnce

iwr 8 divienst., schurs i etlil a young, rether tall,

ool Blond gononlexion with & mustesohe. One sees

that i&% mrn hee iateilipence, sud the impresslon is lo-
erensed whon he gpeniE...s He lg ot oo wosulsr aoong the

mﬁﬁr%ﬁ, Eﬂiﬂ éﬁ}% VQ}‘Q; }:I’ e lﬂlﬁ fo
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Jermeng hers ne 1 thought. One ealls him sgoist
“wwhzs"%’f s beoausne he does nod mzx“mmmw z';: GHLBE &
congiiar cosltion to every politiecnl co-work :

FO ~ v e g vesrh et Yo mad oo FE iy
MR T, TMD E’x‘,‘g thet s':;i;“‘ WITE VDG Anse o ‘yﬁ.‘.:‘g;k;:zdie;l" ﬁ@ﬂ@%’&l ’

: Zeliung with

the obaerv tion thsd Echurs new Jcel preserted him with & resrly

he trongmiiiod bhe pows to the

inecme of twelve dheusend dollarp in s68dition to hig sulsry as

sadn, and eontinued:

Bindistor bo

Goed dobare ie wot only very dalented wnd olever,
bet hw is slpo s onan who ﬁxm&is‘mﬁs an imsortent m}..i. tloenl
influence through his sower of cublie zm«mking, wh
comaande & auldl mfie Qf wvotes that ave wrgently depired
by perscons who heve poaltieons to £ill., i4n r:ale; gaying
claing, ®*& fool is he oho buries gold.® Carl Sehurz s
no such fool, sand besldes he believes himpell cut out to
be o genersi. 3 think bighly of sheewd pecple snd hove
smach econfldence in thems so I ghell be iim:g thut Carl
Jelmrz has the ptuff out of which g&wrm are nade
wntil I . &2’{3@1‘6’@ othervise, which L dg gcxt hope for bis
honor rnd that of the German BEOY le, “2

The circumppect tone in which this was written ceriainiy
indlentos thwt Corvin had grave doubls sz to Schuws’ wiliteyy
abilitisz. However, s time went on and he wd more ocoportunilty
to bsoone more closely scyualnted with him, his sttitude ehenged to
one ulte pesliilve in charsoger. Thie iz revesled By a last sroredpsl

of Schmrr whish he included in the memcirg of Prinessy S lm-Salms

Jubwgnng 1662,

st ey
E;ﬁ(} » i;t‘v-.\'»fn .

22
Corvin, Hriefe —- Z1, 482, 4prii 26, 1806R, Jehrgng 1862,
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to peek something else.

Soperintendent of lemlgwstion

Covgnl for Hamburs, he flaeiiy
York Zimes ond spreed to perve
parer in Germeny osnd

1867 bhe piiled from the Unlted

Tt

reaidenge have,

free veople®, mode o far

aWETe, Rirope scemed swmall to
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the gre=t sosces in Anericas geve hip the feelling thet
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it wag ®in a@@i@ting seople o
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Compln 418 nnt leswe &

where he hed %stoed on o

degper

Bven the nen seened Yo

overporulnted,

problen in Gerpuny and erudicote

Hontena, ele., where

1vé

Falling to gecure one somition ag

=
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W
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Aneric:n Hepublie®,

excvepilon of Rie goldume begende, » jwrely rellglous

polemie, none of bis mejor works feils to make mentlon of the

”gfi'ﬁm W %W}ﬁ,.},ﬁﬂ

His mawapaier

rerorting to Amerlesn pupors

231

? SR )

Sorving Eiu

% wag btired of wm
Inpide of
prpsed through my handss

Vol. II, p. 921,

- nogition in the Tressury Deportmond.
six wosks some one ndrsd zepd fordy miliiom dollars
on many days {ive to gix miiilon., Thirdy

clerke and more wiited for me to finlgh the cheeking of these sunse.

That mado me nervous, and the work

Eﬁk&wvin » BD&
digpoten from Beriin.

o8 nerve wracking.®

July Gy 1872, Vol. 120, o, 6, unsigned
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pregents baropesn events through ithe eves of & Jelfersonien
demergret rather than through those of & dishenriensd Gersen
ropublliean. He wag not fooled by ihe government set upn after the
unifiestion of Germany. Thoze dmericans of Germen origin vho woeve

carrict sway wiith entiaslzse by the sohlovenente of Blsmorel mist

have besn pobored on reading the following words ip

.i-’ " i: N ﬁﬁi”ﬂ“g j ﬁwg

I colled both the Gerssn and the Prussian consiliutions
a wwmbog, snd I deliberetsly do 80 oy &z‘x, sud every oue
folleowing ond exsmining the proceedings in the Helchaieg
and in the Fruzsisn mmrlimm@na wit*gut belng vrejudleed 233
and blinded by the fine wordy, 111 rvecogolie 1% o such. "

™

=

IT Bleseorek wes cdnlred e o aen of seflon cod san enegy of

the Jeguits, be wap still eriticized by Corvin for attenpting to

resirict the frecdonm of the presss The Prussisn oolice algo dre
fire Trom him. Shey were nob "serverts of the pscyle fup lm

stere¥s Anid, as for the

hamerics/ tub on the comtrnry thelr
Prussisp sllitary offlcers, they were ridiculed e weuring Youdges
of servitude". He leughed bovause lount Portales wes glven the
Svder of the Orown with the pexmizsicn te weoy 1% op o white ribbon,
o T et e n a g RD4&

witlh gix black pivipes and o ink edge¥,

In ths ond Corvin entevioined soriovg deubds sp o the
coeslbility of lrsesforming iuesis inte s republie like Aucrics,

I am fully comvineed thet the msjority - of yruseiens,
wb lenegt in dthe old pwrovinges, wro not aw Mm« suflicienily

to exert the rights, for &ﬁ&%@ﬁ&ﬁ, of froe &nwricsn elllizenio.
Lave enjoyed Lhe blessing of @ beltler

ok

LEX)

Thouplh they suy

ik

ﬁzﬁﬁ@rvin, b, February 17, 1872, Vol. ik, HKos 44,
wnsigned dispsich fyom Berliin,

2
g,



edquestlon In 308t res ecte, thelr lLnnmermogt f@@*“ﬁgﬁ
are nobl yebl those of {To€ men.ese Muntil ihis
the educ.tion i siill under the influence and
By the clargy, snd overy &w%lw‘»m» Sled manm 3p 8 poldlel.
Though the Irusslens wre by and energeiie and
botter educoted than any o viam, nation, they sre stlll
flunkles iﬁ their heurts, =235

It wes wot only the Prusslsne, hovever, sboul wher Corvin
had bile doubite. The typs of demoerscy whies he had cone fo mow in
Amerden he found nowhere in Zurope, He bod lived long enough in
Eoglend o know 4% well, and his finel proncuncement on thet "rusted
type of constidmtlional sonurehy® woe that 1t remslued 2t bheart an
sristoerstic slultocrsey. Ay, Froucs, the traditional home of
freedon and demooraey? Fhel about 4% In LO7L Gorvin walked
through the stweets of raris sbhere be bed fought on the barricades

during the fevolubtion of 1848, Heny of the buildines whieh he gaw

bore the words: Miberty, eguality, {raternity.® & pew Premeh Hepublic

had ust been procleimed, What wag Corvin's resction to this?

The Hepublie is only et bome over the wnter, BHeuses
sre sound snd smoke.®  As long sz men atdll dnvolumt-rily
curl their tecks whenover & whir is Lifted, do not tulk
of o re ubliel Liberty, ex azi%y, and frotersity mist fired
be engraved on the hesris, and 1 thege beautiful woyds
have thers becone indelible, but pot before, you may,
17 you like, write thew on your sublic bulldings. You do
not find them writhen or any house in dmerics, bul they
1ive in the hearts of most of the »eoile. ©

Certasdnly no fMner tribute could have been pudd this country

Vyf:”" 0 % y&:b{‘i&nl“# .l?, 3»»‘.4‘?:2’ Vole :»;»l’;?:; Hoe -ffgui‘f«; &lﬁwi mﬁi
gigpeten from Beylin.

R36 N 3 .
Covvin, Jin Frzpre, Vol. i, 1. 3CL.
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then the words just quoted, and me service more moble in charecter
pould have besn performed for it &t the time than that of thip nen
who tried to ezrry the messsge of fresdor and demecrsoy fyom Anaries
to & Eurepe etyuggling for light.
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Chapter ¢
&t the tims Lorvin was Chiefl of the Genernl Shuif st

mgtatt he wog thivty-six yerrs old, and a strikingly handsome
men - {alrly tsll, sleuwdsr, supple, bluck~halred, with & pale
ut lotelligent foeee In his makechlit uniiors with {laching
red trousers snd s blagk~red~gold ssah he oul su subglending
kg g y N i S 4 waw s i 23‘7 i ; ]
Digure smong the revolutlonary officers. agousicied s he was
from wildicxy pervice W glving comaands and comscicus of bhis owm
aristocreiic depcent, he undoubledly losressed muny of the more
radieal democrate & 8 Prussish renegade in the e ubliesn csmp.
sdded to this his hadit of exuressdng his o dnlon without regard for
the feelings of others sad his express conbemst for the "impractical
theorist® snd the ®politiesl bebbler® did not tend to meke him
pomler with the ek and file of the revolutionisis. Hoverthelezs
bis treinipy znd intelligence end dds willingnoss to work hard for
the revoluitionary csuge goined for hilm the conlideree of thope nigher
in command, Tiedemsnn, Sigel, Heczer, Hoegling, DBlesker, Heinrich
Simon, and Froebel recopnized and zecepted hin ws on honorable man
arg o walnble eo-worker., undoubladly he tooh hisgelf periously and

would Like o huve o leved s more deeisgive role but his relussl o

<37, . o .
g tlbert Foerderery guoe eibs, 7e vhy and Cuzd Schurs,
e %i’tu’ Vole I, FETO A
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set the pard of ¢ demagogus or Ldentify himaelf with the more

radicel elements lost for Wlm the orulser surord ke oight
238

athervlee ave hede

Sidl, tie reliability snd pelf-pserifice endesred hism to

meny ol Lhope sits whom ke woriked, wwml it le noteworihy thet those
wan ¥ho followed hilp guldence 1o he dork deyr of the Jepubliesn

¥ S 5 agmres v R e T gy FO T o reen'} 4 % % . 5 o . P s
Lerion rewriped loyel o Bis ss reditiecl relugees when Holnsen and
-y

3%
Btruyve sbtiuacked hin during the contreversy in Stragbourg. Likewlise

i3

the writers e wet in sfoely such as Herwegh,

wergteosnker, Helorliel lavbe, and others remnined couziant ip their
friendshls bowerd bizs 1o later days.

Corwin himeeif ss o friend vwop a waluablie nlly. 4Ab least he
orovided sueh in the erse of Priece Fellix Uslp-Inlns & prefessional
goldisy, who on iz arrivel in dmerier to fake jart in ihe Civil Bar
found himselfl meliened by Sermap-fmeriezn Yorty-elghters of loss
aristocreade dascent. ihe vewgpaper sriicles Lorvin vrote in
defonse of hlp Irvien’ did osuelh to countbterszot the Ysmear ecampedsn®

‘ . . wLL
whioh wop lrunehed ooingt him, O the othey %"iﬁi«,, Corvin abandoned

ne printed von & l&fn‘ﬁ soens and pald

: frw pip works. e =lgo helped
mEEe LGolpketkey Bau¥n In agw Lisr Qnye ;,:; "s.:%-._;i;; i ;j‘amm of kL
his bunbling wonuel, and Held wap esneoursged to lmuneh his Lokomotiye

on Dorvints sdvice.

B’g
,Z;
»

} i
Y o gaga

e g&ﬁ’fﬂa‘i u’i‘,&?ﬁ,’ M ﬁ.’. ot Elﬁ i
i il 3; Kiedfaldb k*ub,..i&har, %&5215.“&1;%; 1%?’
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fleld, Lis politiesl co-worker in Deriin aud & friend of long standing,
oddiy enough, on morsl grounds. Although his friendship with Held,
Bho wag looked upom wilh gusglelon by the Southern Gersun Democrads,
w08t for Corvin sune of the good will he night otherwise huve hed,

be did noi sever ties of friendship until yeors laber wvhen 1% becune
spparent that Held hud deserted his wlle wd deughter for s Life of
diassolutenaos.

Although Gorvin wiog himgelf in lster Life the futher of an
fllegitimete coldd, it zust be Rept in mind in vassing judgsent upon
him, thet his bransgression cecuwrred during o period of forced
peparation from his wile ent thed his merrisge wilth bdolene wus ehildless.
He weoluntarily zehnowledged his paternity snd wonld heve sdopted the
ehild; o girl, with his wife's conpent, had the nolher been wlilling,
Hith the exceptlon of this inecldeni, there iz nothing in Corvin's

feo thet would hesalrceh his cherscter. He wep bosicelly 2 man
of glesdy morrlpe

bz maoh ae Corvin oppowed estsablished religlons he did nothing
in his persorel goymections with othersz to wesker thelir bellefmp, In
., letber to hip wife he wpotes

Udnee I copcider relliglon o privete oifelr par &"z@ﬁl}-&m@,

I do wot concern oyeell with wt others have fw & religlots

paliel or to whet they vway, lox ths i,:g-._z'tiw.{a* wol of

wanners of %s»%mg‘g to foree 1te bellel on r;fm;a slge Lz 0fe

seased only by the christisp church. 2

2 that Helerns yemalined s estlmlic

B I U U SR E YR
It s dntereoting in this rog

and bhat Corvin lived wi%h bev i eomparotive felleldy. In lnerles
.

Corving,
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where he found chuurolmen in higheet esteom ho may somatimes have
felt out of place, but he conformed to prevalling customs, While
vigiting sn Jamericen femlly he happensd tc be included in an ine
forwal prayey evening coesasioned by the visii of & clergynens
Corvin degeribes the event in the following wordss
Now the praying began. 411 present inelt down
in front of thelr chajrs with realdad hends, snd glinoe
. my religion peralis me o take pard in every religicus
eupton v circumcigion oidepiefh «- in ceder to epare
ﬂu reitgious fm%af;‘ others, X also Xnelt down
with great spicmb.
In eidte of his antipathy to seteblished religions, Corvin
never allowed i’.’k to brterfaore wiéh hig friendships, and he wag

able to say & good word for more than one prescher, 1t wes the

5 type of minister which Corvin could not suffer,
£lbert Foerderer who later bedame & gatholie prisct pever forgsve
him for having turped down the rervices of & chaplain at the time

he was condemned to decth at Bastatt. He 1s supposed to haove naede
the remavk et that time that be did not want to "hesr anything about

the proud ﬁe’!mzsmawhm

srtheless, he had a great respecet for Christ sa & men snd
as & teasher, The purpose behind his religious polemiss was not W
glender or belittle the words of Christ but ruther to sheur awsy

the superflvities with whieh others bad covered thes. In

MMBWmfem to the chaplein Corvin might have had
who 18 reported to hove spoken for sn hour sbout the wisked pride
@m%@mmm&m&mmrwmﬁw

fallen revolutionary officers,

"“,'-'*L vﬂl’ z.?’ P.Q m’
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he mskes Lhis cuile eleny when e wriless

To me Josus s & clotisy great lan, and sy elforis
s dirseted tovasd wing hig historie, noble, and
lovebls fipure fren the pldlded, enbellished, hisroglyphic-
covered pores hegus Lo whlch Hebrew ond Christisy gupers
ressoning and Homan Goddwlie roguery hove copoesled it, 245

v

And hoe once wrote o Holenes

 Josus bod dresned vt o conflliol would evise
snd Bow wach blisod would [low cesr the "isY and “sipnifles®,
he would certeinly rather not hawe ingtituted the Lasd

gu per. 4F he were fo come ooxin, he would oulto ¢oTw
1ednly net regelve - cezition as preacher 1L he s net

sinee ther studied ehristisg theology end bhad beoome

swiare thal be hed beeon caught up during ble lide in neny

sy prrer concerning bimeolf whieh the Qﬁ%ﬁﬂiiﬁ hve only

Jusl eloared up. U unhely simpiicityl

Iis entsgosios toverd the chureh wep toupled of course with his

hetred for sbsolulism, which he eoncidered & vellic of feudyl tlnes.
Bothling slespged hls sore fhan 3o hewve the fesling thai his 1dfe wus
devoled o o noble seuse. CLerduinily before the July tevolution broke
cut in Frones bhe bBed had Little ogpportunity for zetlon, ud vith the
firinge of the firet shots in the streets of Parie be el thet his tione

Fas

had come.,  Abondoning et vhideh bed brought his lhere, nosmely the

gile of hleg Invention, he Jolned ln the fight and offored hils sorvices
to the Lepublicsn Leglon. She Durther be becuse involved in the
revolutlonery sovenent, boveweyr, the more be grew certain thot mouot of
its leaders wers inudsquete. The time eanlled for action not theorizing,

{or schisveble gosls, not ulopisss He hed mo patience with longhalred

Jjﬁfﬁﬂ ey Do Hallers Fablishere,

Bern: lf*’?'?, ite 237

-
L5 .
z‘kﬂ:)‘a- ﬁi‘:ﬁ »
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babblers, socap box orstors, or chorlatane, znd 4 ere wers many of
ih@m*k But he fall vielim fo the gin of oo meny of ths Forty-
edghlerts who thought that the success of the levolution devended

on the sceepbance of thelr own partievisr ptestezy, It Lo dilFfieul
to rosd Corvin's memcire without geiting the lmpression et the
fight for freedom and unity revelved around his own deeds., Jis
egocentrism 1 tlmes recches Insulferzble heighte wnd lensens the
eredence one might otherwigs give to his more modept siuntenentse.

For exen le,; the ~zserdieon thet he could hawe jul over the lewvoluiicn
at the heod of 50,000 troope le umnecergery bosstfulness. Apd hkis
likening bimsell Lo & Peoupged eagle® during his ippriscument obv Bruche
sel ip hardly in good tuste., ¥Yed, what he wrote he sinesvely belioved,
and 1f be wes impressed by the gualdties of his osn personselity, =0
wse wany enother pan who wore ithe revclutionsry biouse,

4 churseteristide of bis, however, which balances hls esgoilem,

'f

ig hig muepor. To be purve, 1t weg pot a lumoy dizected st himeelf,
at it often rovolved about s situstion mot involving the feelings of
others or Pesdted {yom the sppliccilon of rvemson o the lntongrucus.
He wag welcomed in gocisl cireler sg sn inexhoustible storyieller,
and it must be adaitied thet hiec works berny & strong aneedsial color.
Ho one eon £21i1 to chuokle over the inclusion in hds list of relies
of ®p fe ther froa the wing of the fngel Gebriel, the wash bagin of

Poptius Pilete, the Adan's apple of St., George, ithe gword and shield

@é;¥aiﬁ Velantin, 1848 - Chaoters in Sermen letory, Unwin
Brogs. Publishers, London: 1940, p. 378,
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of the srghangel Hicheaol, when he fought with the devil, & boitile
full of Egyptien darkness, and the thorng from the burning bush®, “45

Bany of the toles whieh hie relistes In the Plelrl

vight eselly

have appesred in Bocencelols Degamorgn. The moni, whoe removes hds

wougers W herr the confession of n lady enlient, flees when he iz

digecvered by her lusband, snd 1g s wed by the fbbot whe pronounces

k’
the trousers to be tuoow of 5%, Franels, could very well tslee his
place next to Brother Rinslde. %o the honor of Frederiek the (rest
he «dde the following to the already long list of znecdotes coneerning
this mopsrehs

rile E“r&&erick the Grect wop in Silesis, there
ddsgapvenred 13ttle by litile from & ploture of Cur Lady
21l kinds Qf valushle jowels, and the elevgymen finslly
discovered the thief to be & soldisr, wic wseg brought
hefore the King. The scldlier excuged hdmself and salulolned
that he wng vol o thief, pines the Mother of God had awde
him a2 present of the wissing itens. Frederick iiw Grest
pow suked the spiritual gentlemen 1 much s thing were
nopsible. ®OL course, it le yossible,® reglisd the confusecd
vrissty, "bul cerisinly not probable.? The thiel wms
relesped without penaliy, ot now Frederick the Grest
fortmde his scldlsrs under unlstaent of ﬁ@a’i%&; segenh
apy more guch presente from the Holy Virgine

It ig not slope in the

tihat Coveinta

mamer 18 evident. 1u the Lepghlghie

he stop g hig
historiesl narvitive to repest & famous re ly of Lincolnls 0 o
who eomslsined sbout the gshoritpess of Unlop Ulficerst ¥This suy be

Madem, bt bhey command blg criveies.® In slmost oll of Coyvints

. Corving

29



workg, evon hda neweoager arilelag, this hmorous weln ls present.

Alebough Covwoin wmaus skillivl in directlyg = Wosorous sative

he eonglisred hyyroerluy or shom, he nover employed it

£

in veference 4o pamulne Jusidilse or virtuec., 7o o pan scoustoned

to the etiquelte ond cerwsony of Germayn courbde omd ¥he cuete gyotenm
of Iaropesn soclety, gertoin ferlures of fmericap 14fe might enszily

have seenmed gomigs’

sbhove =ll the cbione of o demperatie irepldent.
Ap Twp Deen ghown, howesver, in the Chapter, "Corvin snmd Ameriec®,

guch wz net the euss, Une scene which Corvin wiineosed shorgly siter
his wryivel in the States mede sueh an ledellbls lfmporession on hias
thot L2 beloed to ohenge hig own c¢horsoter, It is recorded in bie

gl deperibed In his ovn weords:

(:.A

i

mewoire on
Inmedicvely aftor @y ocrrival In Gashinglon, 28ter 1
2 breakfc %?}ﬁd, i strolled through the streets tu look

over bhe elly apd storped ¢lose by the White oupe vheve
I found soze sixty Vemngylwvenls roorulis who woere poosing
theough Vophington on thelr way to the arzy and wanted weory mueh
to see Lt President. Ioformed of the slgh oF these good people,
he geme out of the houss s he weg, even wlitboul o hat, and
de ivered 8§ friendly, someebed amorousl: sdced nddress. Mo
forrabs® were shouled, but the men surrounded the Iregifent,
shook hends with hle erd then quietly werched off.

1 giood very elose by and two blg tesrs rolled down over
my cheeke, although 1 don't eusily GE‘;}". This elwyle-moponring
@man dn o wusgecost and withowt s cap wap the chosen hesd of

forty miildlon peolle, the pepregent n'i;fmsa o8 the prectesgt
republie on ewrth, end hils sim le conduct, emacily beoosuse
it seemed comiletely natural to him, seiszed me {me:i Inpresaed
ne more than an.;r zope or emperor could have done in highest
yomp. i had to laugh sioud fmmedi:otely afferverds when I
thought of avm* g;;sm, Gormeny,; # ere grey-bearded genersle

haed Lo come to etdtention if & posssrt murse rode by with

an Anfant crince in her zims, or when 1 thought of the

gtif? backs of ecourt marsh and Junkers il the prinee of
Z oxr I entered the room.

250 ] - a
Corvin, IRinugiuagen, Vol. IV, oy %4 1,
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their festures ond mannerisms, in crder to reprodues them agein on
paper or ganveg. Wnile in Bruchgel be res persitted is grend cone
siderable time in sketching end theee plotures were later sold,
¥hether his palntinge sotuaily possessed artistic merit is im.cseible
to eay, but one ¢in commend him for the many interesting ond
entertaining personality shketches found throvghout his (ublished workse
Boat «f the men with whow bhe case in contsot whether in Amerien oy
Gerwnry ere portreyed for the bemefit of later gererations. It is
unfortunate, however, tiat thepe word rortraits rerely resch down

inte the innermost aind cf his subjects.

Ale fellurs to tzke an interest in the hilogoihies of othere
soeounts parily pevhops for his f=ilure o develop & philosophy of
his own. What he believed, he inherited from the elghteenth sentury,
and it was 1little eolored byaﬁhiins@;hiea-af a later day, Outelde
of Herder to whose JSggn zur Sseghigl & R hg iz grestly
indebted, his philoso hieal bellefs stes s—-;-@ the enlighterment with

its fourf-ld soncegt wf netorsl law, reapom, progress, m#% democcratis
m&m%mimm Bepldes this, Corvin bad little %o «ffews Ee
wap essentlally a @mgmmst m& a;‘ lever of sction. He hed not time
to srovd on fineopun theories amd locked wskaree &t those who did,
Hie report of & meeting of lewrned men st Goths is & good illusiretion
of thiss
iftor I hed regarded with smasement for seversl deye the
ristoriesl end sophistio somerssulits of the assenbled

intellectusl scrobete snd bad recorded in 2y notebook
their sstoniebing echievements, cpe of the “slars® of the

e

3 ¢ariton J. B, Hayes, Tha Hiatorissd Excluiisn
Rew Iowk: 1931, pe 14 £,
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yhilmﬁﬁﬂhi@mi girens handed we » pen $¥hot I migh % $iﬁﬁ
. naoe in the reglater of the word sangd gt sarilists
sonvened Llere. Torrifled in sy feelings e vzﬁg
penatrated *‘::,n thing » I alepped b ook, wusbli BT G
f@ﬁ@dg ag culy s historian /ﬁ&ﬁehﬁ&%aaéﬁhr@ihﬁr/.*
"ﬁr~1, A % patiing we
gﬁwraﬂi.iﬂ%‘V e ﬁhﬁ Ly, “’ﬁa%'u sleo gquiite hown
By ¢ Lrit tureed over in glee, like thal of o oo
couneilidor
Hoiled oonkey.

v

rableol®
il tiee
ﬂ&? Just received the order of the gree.
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sloglets would ne doubt
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Bl aplfy Corelin sg in
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extrovert. Ho hin the sbperee of tho

nin ehorseter wideh nlght rave helied him to become n greci
b to Holene from Byuchsels

g wiltn what leok of deglre I corked

g Hiptory in Berlinl The suell ef Fgumpowder
e & Foel I oar wnot born to 5it bekind s

vritihg deslis AL the muﬁi, Jjouwrnalistie aet¢vi%? is

guibeble for me snd then -nly the feeillelornieess

in moticony in setlvidy, in dunger I am well. Hers 1 am

1L Lo safles and therefors glcke.

T - 13 LN ] - N L : %, B
Im g oite of Wip digloeilnation % ¢ behind « desk and write,

turned oult z tremendgsus sacut of work. Ap the sulior ofF
ninsteen ge rrate books, oomp

mention tronslestions, sditiong, snd newsu
HiE g ]

sdmired for Hig jevecversoge

o d g N A e wew -
7 hls Litexry

Lab g0 mach mey be seen from bhie degeription of 1ife in

= 3 o

2

Fhough 1t aust sdeo e copsidered Lhet le weg nob nlenyp

ohle to work undger such Ldesl condiiions s were sresent ot that

Bernz lé%??g ie 2‘?{; fg
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I am an eurly riser apd wy wife therefore culls =e
& "night watohman®. I need only four bours sleey amd work
st my best during the morning. SHummers snd winlers, ut
preferably fo wipter I gel up at two op thvee, go into
wy study, light the fire end stert the coffee, When oy
toilet 1s ended and the whistie of the geffes ot @:m; DR,
I drink my coffes, light a clger and lock for s quurter houy
out of the open window lnte the quiet morming, Then cals
end seren In ppirit and clear in mind, I sit down %o my
warke At elght I beve coffse pgain wi%h zy wife and work
then sgaln untll ebout one, Thea 1 sm finlshed with my
dw’swﬁ%mﬁof%dwumww
recreation,

Corvin's iife did not comsigt, however, =mnly in writing, To
write be had $0 reflect and resd, and it iz amezing t0 see to what
sxtent be had exylored belles lettres slone. In his letters covering
the period 1848 to 1855 he quotes from works of Sgothe, Sehiller,
Chamdesy, Hoffmam, Tleck, Jeen reul, Heine, Lessing, Wieland, and
dottached, snd from m-w%z-m zm.teex;s, Dunas, Cervautes, Young,
Bulwer-Lytton, Disraell, and WM@. From the latter aloos,
ARLG. and Juldet, and
Wﬁ‘, He aye w&mwwmﬁwdaf&?wﬁwmrmk;
%4 scepe fyom Shekespesre oen make me cheerful for an entire day,."

qwﬁtim ajpess from Yagks

255
Corvin's literary emdeavors éid not stop him, however, from
turning bis interests into other fields. He directed hip atiention
for & time Yo the ccustruciion and supervision of one of the first
publie swizming pools in Gewwany, namely the one in Lelipalig on the




Elgter, ¥oy the longest time he worked on sn invention and in
erder o merbet Lty e set kiweeld up sz oo publisher, I wsp wile
he weg dn vsyde dn 1840, tering o secure g pstent b4 the Pev loliown

vroke outy, and he ves foreed to lot the mautfer rest till many vesvs

5,

Leter when he finslily scoured sn ipternstlopnl satept,

pa
[

An owmlght e ox_ oobted through ble love of setion apd intersst in
peosle Corvin wsg 2t Me besl in soelal getherings. In Ledpysig
whers he end his wile first osisvlisved thely home, he oiten wis host
1o resident and wvisgiting liter . Gerstuecker wap & freqvert visitor
ard Mol fmenn von Fellerslieben ehotted with dm ints the esrly hours
of the meruing. In Amerdes the situsiion wmag different and he ves
often the suest of otbers. Above 211 he enjoyed visiting the home
of Beoretory of bbote Sewerd, whom ho gre-tly sdalred, and shere Lo
met nost of the Aneriecn eelebritieg. He wos elec o freguenter of
the thenter, and enjoyed siterwards ¢ puod gloss of wine, s elgsr,
oy & deiwvtoble meal. In the field during bthe CGlvil ¥ar he often

‘ 257

mirxed up & bowdl of cunoh for the offiecrs 4 Colomel Sln's headipvarters.
He wmoe in every rescect polished in hoth soeech snd manpers, snd
snfoyed the somany of ladiep as well sg of mens Although he secemed

to hrve hod & weskuness fov the fuir sex, hig conducet weg slweys

couwrbecus, =rd he pover giloced Into the role of » roue, though it

&ﬁﬁlm thig regnrd hie booklet on the srt of swincdng should
peobably be mentioved. It sppecred lo 1835 and ren therough three
Tionp.

E N
2T orvints Tovorite mix consigted of GI whisky, lemcn peels,
sinearele, venills extroct, and sugor.
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WWWM% been easy for him to do so, Ris affcetion
for his wife remained constant, in spite of the fxot that be wes
often sppureted from her for long reriocds, and they were not bound
together by the close bonds of perenthood.

4 lest charsoteristic of Corvin's which should mot go
umoticed sas bis constent optimism, It weg an optimism which led
bis not only to believe he could overcome all obetaelss himself
but thet the mmufmw; the marech of hisgtory, would eventuslly
overcome the forces of resction smd ignovence and that resson end
sommchn gpense would, Af applied to the problemg of 18fe ~v both
perscoal and politicel -~ in the end achiewe s worksble sclution. BHe
was no romanticlet in the sence of the word that he looked %o the
pest vith the Hope of Fecresting former glories, nor d1d he look to
the future envislening s uiople. For ihose 'iems’ which ofered s
panaces for the worid’s iils, Corvin showed litile petience or
sympothy. Altbough m&mw friondly mwé soelialimn, he wagp
openly hostile toward comsunise, 1In s lsiter to mm requesting
aid in the Btrasbourg eonfllet with Heinsen and S8truve, he wrote the
followings "At the sams time the deslaration /from Heeker/ should
be so written se to k#a% awgy the comminist »abble. These may, in
God's neme, fovm & corps of thelsr own and let themselwes ba shot
in Italy or snywhere else for the salvation of the world.e 258
loncetning the question ss to what orvints position would have been
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Sn the comflict whish mndn nodern sotiety, the suswer ie quite
olear. fHe yrenounced it hiwself in & Wurisl sédress over the Medy
of ope of his fellow revclutionariss: "There is uo deity cuteide
of froedomj® 459

il i -

ﬁ?mm Fosrdorer, ﬁ&ﬂ&m Pe 61
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Otto ven Yorvin, as @ man and se oen sulhor, net oaly lived s
full 1ile, but be liwed every day of thet 10 Mdlye To be zure,
i secordesnce with Jaguwes' hdlopsphizing in Shekessenvels 4g Son
Hxe Ity svery asn ldves through st lesst sever stages, butl how
mory wore did Lorvin page throughl He wes not oply sn suther and
& revoeluticnary, bub in turn ap inventor, officsr, swlosming rool
directors book publishker, pamphleteer, drasstie reader, gowrrment
sifiedsl, trunslater, war corres ordent, sand railivced sgent.
Surely nds werled esyesr olokg with the title of Lis suioblogrs by
& Idfe Bl uf Svepture would peen to justify thuves who look upon
him &8 sb adventurey b or bthan as o men with 2 get ood serious
cerpoge in 1ife. But it le en atititode drewn from & folpe cone

eluaion. It ghaould be noted thet the ditie »f his suteblogyrs Wy

sag, ®u life fill of adventure?, not ®the 1ife of sy 2
Corvin 4ld not go forth sceking exeltenent vg 1t mnight scem from
a suverficisl judgment of kis memolrs, ruther exclitement come to
hime %he second title of his suloblograyly Kus dep Leben nines

- more exact g sn anglyels of the men than the

first. True 1t iz thet Corvin wio aoventuresome and ready for sotion,
but 1t weg elwsye sedion with & urpcse. There weve iwe chisl
wotiveting factors that lod him 1o acl - ons of which ine ires

every man, the oiher, only 2 few. They were the fight for exiglence

and the fight for the righits of the pecples Theee two fuclors
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ot hig 1ife ww 1t what it was. Heo went to
hﬁshpﬁm%aninwaﬁm;bmwﬂw?ﬂa&tm%w@fm
Revolutions mmmwmmmwmms
he left England t keep from amm:g et be wrote ‘thereaftar was
mwmmaaimmmwmm»mm@rtmmm
which so many of Mg ocmpetriote hed abandoned, Corvin wea not a
great man, but be was, as o careful exssination of his life shows,
iMmt@mmmﬁly‘fwumathaWcm
;.aemmmmermmzymaaxmsm«rmw
apd no 1ittle nmownt of effort for dmerics,
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4 LIST OF IHE WOMKS OF

TS VoK CunvIn
(Arranged in Chronologicsl Urder)
Phorgensteendcion®, & lyric, . ublished in the Didusksllis,
dute unknown,

RBurszefsesteund sruepdliche Anweisung zur Erlernune der Schwlmukunat,
Leipzigs publisher unknown, 1835,

sie Hunvsdsn, & tregedy, Dortmund: H. Krueger cublisher, (837,
Haggan, « comedy, Dortaund: h. Krueger Jublisher, 1837,
» & zolitieal comedy, Dortmunds H, Xreuger Publisher, 1838,

Kurcer Abxdps s Gesghichie dexr iiasderlande, Leipzigs Fo Fleischer
Pubiisher, 1841.

Sportaluaprch, Leipzig: B. €, Teubner, Publisher, 1844.
*filgloriacie Derkmale des chriatlichen ¥

Leipzig: Uebuuer Publisher, 1845.

JZaeschepbuch fuer Jascer vnd Beturfreunde, Lelrzigs B. G. Leubner
Publisher, L845«46.

#Die Gelsaler, Lelopeig: Gebauer Publishar, L1846,

*Dle

Lel eilg: CGlyphograsnhisches Institut, 1846.

54 . e d 8
dglirasaeu, Deipsiz: W,

| WeLmn r’ubliaher, L&QS.
Preibed tsikrieg, (Duteh) fasterdsm: Binger

Bmth o of -} "ub? isuar:a, 184749, & wols.

he Leglon, Arnstadiy

o o} fuar dug Volk, Lelpzifg: Os Spaser
Publisher, 1844-1851, 4 vols. (Gesclichte des Altertuss,
Vols. I and II by Corvin, 1880, 8 vols.)

XDie Elnzelbafi und der cellengefsengnls, Hamburg: Hoffmenn end
Campe Publishers, 1857,
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*Aus des Lalep eines Volkslagaofere, Azsisvrdams Blnger Brothers
Publiishers, 1861, 4 volas.
Zhe decrael Letler Britgr, New York: #. hudde Publisher, L€E5,
¥plsstier sus neinen Jagebuch in m (Prince Salm-Salm), Stutigsris

ke Evoener Dublisher, 1868, 2 wol

#in Eropce alilh the Geraang, London: K. Bentley rublisher, 1872,

2 VolE.
#7ehn Jahre aus meines Lebsn (Princess Salm-3alm), Stutignrts

YeHallbarger Publisher, 1875, 2 vols.
#Rie uoldeng Lozendg, Serns Hellers Publishers, L8877,

W ,dg:_z: § el Lelpzlgs Gressuer ond Lonrsmm Cublishers,

. bie der gressen Iranzeesdschen Beyolution, Lelpzigs Ureszner
mci Gohrams Publishers, L883-84, & vols.

Leipeigs We Friedrich, 1884,

astorise T eIy A R

Froa Gesrman lnto Englishs

5 ¢ ns of ay Life (Maxinillisn I of dexieo}, London: e
Fen tley “ublisher, 1867, 2 vols.

#iy Bloyy ip dexlco ipn 1807 (Prince Salm-S«lm), London: K. Dantley

Publisher, 1858, 2 wols.

#; Life of Adventure (Utte von Uorvim), Londent K. Sentley <ublisner,
18’?35 3 FOLE e

wien Yesyva of gy ldale (Princess Sals-Ssln), bondons K. Sentiey
Fublisher, 1875, £ volg.
Frow Epglish into Gersent

&L gu, (J. 5, Flanche}, Plsce and Publisher
Unknown, 1884,
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Leitechrilt fuer Jasger und Haturfreunde, 1838-1842.
Ler 5 I, 1838-1342,
Der Zeratall, 1839-1842,

ligwgpapers and fsrlodicals

for which Vorvin wrote,.

whousshold ¥prds, 1856-1857, edited by Charles Dickens,
c Allgemgine Zeltung, 1861-~1865.
Longo n,éahgg, 1862,

Hew vork Iiges, 1867-1869,

fiew York Btasta-ie 1869,

Jenole Bur #agozine, 1870,
Vienna Haue ¥Frele freage, 1870-1871.
#Goston Rally Advertiser, 1871-1873.

motes on bDibliopravhy:

1. Die ersite Expedition der

besides zppexring in Corvints memoirs wes ubl sxeﬁ 48 &n ansi%naé

sppendix to Erhsbung des Yolkes im Buden, edited by F. Hecker,
Bagel: J. O Schabelitr Publisber, 184E.

2. ihe full title of IThe Sseret Letter lriter rezdas

w4 ésmprchenaive and Secure Yysgtem of Giwhar~Writinf for Genersl
Use.® It 1s nowhare meniioned in Lorvin'e works or in Fraenkel's

gumnery ir the gllgemeine Peutcche Hio:

3. Corvin silso surpliied ocesalonal srtlicles for the Horg
published by Lotvte; for Hausbisetier, Haoidlsender & Hofer; and,
for the Larieniaube.
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4. Dia hellics irasdalbude und spdere geisblichs XKauitel,
Berlin: Nordland Press, 194, has not been liated as & separsie

work of “orvin, since it sctuslly consists of soversl chapiers

from the Pfaffenspliegel published recently under the sbove~
wmentioned title,

®* Indicates works svallable and utilired by the muthor
in the body of the dissertation.
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CORVINTE Plae FOL BECLUIWLLUG CRRIaAls FOr THE URIOW sy

It wug en undenlsdble feet thet there were In Gerserny and in
other countriss » Lurge munber of cszosble, anbitioue mern whe, in
spite of their indusiriocusness, lived wretchedly Ilrn thelr own
countries snd wuvld ladly heve eulgroted 4o duervics 1f the costis
of the Journey had not been so ayarbitrnt. ihe suegtion finally
erose 1f it would net be poseible, throwh & guarsniee of special
adventages to encourngs wmen it for ﬁ;llt&ry sarvice to come teo
Ernerics fros Zurops, in sarticuler froxn Gernany. The lder zcezed
w ne feasible, snd who will blere se i, in commnection w*ih it,

I also thought of syself., I dlscussed ihe project first «lth a
gentlenar {rom inﬁi&ra, Wr, Albert Lange; » good friend of a;ne,
who wag suditor ard Treasurer for thal stales... Hy plan was to
got the governments of the individusl sistes to take nart ln this
recruitment and to induce them -—— which they later had to do with
far larger sgums ~- Lo grent an enlistoent fee of fifty to ssventy-
five dollars. Mr. Large thought Indlave could ;rubuhlv handle
7000 men, ard promised to dlscups the nalbter with the Governor.

He xest his word. He wrote to e on July 23, 1862, that Governor
Horton considered the plan very favorsbly, but that the finances
of the state msde it inmpossible at the woment Lo agree to it

iy desr Corvin," he srots, "I regret thot 1t is denied 2o to
further your splendid project. Arnly to tae olher governors,
north of Baghington. Your proposal seens 8o ecorounical to xe

that I should think ths President and the ¥ar Dejnvtaent would
apree to it wiihout further ndo.®  Mr. vewsard and other high
officinle hed the szse opiniun, and I considered the slan
pregtic:ble, even 1f 1 were granted only & oreslus of one hundred
dollars per man. #hen L wes in Streasbourg in 1849 I could have
recruitsd an entire srmy without smy enlistmsnt feem, with only
the promise of regular pry. How I could offer: free [EERT
Averies (which would haove cost me ebout forty dollnrs); thirty
dollers cushy free food «nd clothing wnd fourteen dollars montily
pay3 citizenship after a vear's ailitary ssrvice; iwo or threse
hundred scres of lend; in c.ge of belng sounded an adeguate
pengion, and in csgse of desth, & pension for wife snd children or
pther denendsntsl dhirty dollars would have ramsined for ae and
for extra exypenses. A high offficisl of the Tremsury Depsrbtuent
promiged to place Lilg banker et my digposcl 1T the ulan were
scceptad,

About this live Priree Salm come to “ushington. flhrough
Blenzerts rvesignetlion his steff bad beceose surplus, and the of ficers
eould exwect at any tise to be discharged. bach officer tried sns
gulckly se possible to secure assigmment to another unit, Usianls
ambitions had been awsikened, m»nd he would have been glad lo have
had & brigsde, 4het wes now no longer so easy, bub all difficulties



would have beer rewoved i be could have found enough men to foars a
brigede, s therefors ook vl my plan with great interssi, wnd we

get our mackinery in sotion. Zhe nmain thing was to get ﬁna &.oproval
af the President sud nis aulhoriwation to yeoruit L0,000 aern for

the United Stutes, 4 thought L would be asble to bring thie shout
througn the Secretury of Stele, and 11 wue s guestlion of laylng ithe
matler before the rPresident s gulckly us posgidle and under favorable
eircunslances.

For ithis  urpoge »¢ secwwrsd the eervices of o aan Ql@ﬁﬁ to
Lineoln through a promise in eriting of 20,000 frou. Sal n aud e

in Lhe evert the plapn webre wj proved, 4his nan &fg&ﬁaﬂd it ogo ithst

the afisiv csme to & quick congiderstdon, and Sala and T sersz brought
one morning to see the President. #e sal down. I did the teliing

end disclosed ay olesn to Lincolp. He had placad nis large foerl on

an Ltes of furnitures and sal bsfore us, repbing his wend in his

heards, his elbows supoorted on hie drosn vy knees. In thls sogition
he listened tw as for Lwobsbly & qumrier of an hour withoul interrupte-
ing. Vnhen i had finlshed, he remsined silent a wiile, Then, vulslng
his long wrms and leltlng thesm folil wiilh o lowd clep on his Ar&aﬁ, ha
suid livelys "iell, Uentlemen, that's & very big atffeir! ..ebut 2indees
I do pot yromise srmything. I wu&t firgt spesi tp the “eoreilary of
¥ar. In the course of further converasilon he said: "fou probably
Koow that we need men. You are certeinly welcons to gel then for us.®
"{ea, &r. President,® I veplied, "I do know thmV, but wnless T have

a considereble saowal of mosey &l hand, I crawol get ihe nen, snd
withoul your suthorizstion to recruit 20,000 wzen, L cunrot got the
Boney«® He interpoesed tmt sueh recrultling L bring niz into
troublesone guarrels with other governmeanls, wherewpon i answered

thet I wanted, to be sure, only « guite ga rol authoriration and

that he would not need to kuow st all wasre 1 got the uen. E HLBQ
menticned that Hr. Sewsrd and other impor m;,t persons had praized

the project. uwﬂert%e&eﬁs, hie Ipsiated thut he had to spesk with

the Seeretury of der, and our inlerview coue o an end.

Little wes to be hoped from Stanton, becsuss he disliked ihe
Gerusna, snd nelther Salw nor I stood especially in his good gruces,
That Cewnvrd avored the plan weg enowgh reason for hlas Lo opposs it,
for betwesn the tws Becreteries existed s constantly siruiped
relationship, which greéw more go through Stanton's enaiiy ltowsrd
HeClellan, wiou ¥r. Seward favored. Hence, ths plen fell througbe

{(Trensisted from UTto von Vorvin, fibi iekaesd Mol AR ERLENAT s
Freuifurter 2ocietuets-Druckerel, Frankfurt/deins 1924, p. 857 £f.)
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