The Writer’s Voice:  The Sound Recordings of Katherine Anne Porter
Audio Clips Transcription

slide five
Pure language
Duration:  00:00:30

Interviewer:  [indecipherable]

KAP:  And you can’t write about people out of textbooks, and you can’t use a jargon, you have to speak simply and clearly and simply and purely, in a language a six-year old child can understand you know, and yet have the meanings and the overtones and the implications, that are, that appeal to the highest intelligence, that is, the highest intelligence that one is able to reach, you know, I’m not sure that I’m able to appeal to the highest intelligence, but I’m willing to try.

Interviewer:  Good. [laughter]

New Year’s Eve, Louisiana 1915
slide six

Duration:  00:00:46

KAP:  I went to bed, nice comfortable bed, and I asked her would she wake us up early in the morning because I said I’m (I was) supposed to be home last night – 

Paul Porter Jr.:  Half hysterical sister… [laughter]

KAP:  - and my sister be embarrassed, and uh, and she said would and she woke me up at 6:00, and I got up and she gave us a great big breakfast, you know, of sausage, and eggs, and hot biscuits, and floods of coffee, and homemade jam, and everything. And when we left we turned around and I think we shook hands with the old man, and everybody wished everybody a happy new year over again, and I put out my hand to her and shook hands, and suddenly she put her hands on my shoulder, and kissed me on the cheek, and I kissed her. Oh, I’m gonna cry again!

[shared laughter]

slide nine
Creative cohesiveness
Duration:  00:00:57

KAP:  Oh course, I’ve had such a – (beat) My life seems so spotty and so long at this point, you know, and it does seem as if it hadn’t got any coordination because I lived in so many places and seemed to be doing so many things, but only I was always doing one thing, I was always working in an art, and I have studied dancing, and music, and painting, and of course I have read all my life, and I believe that you can only learn to write by reading, you know – 

Interviewer:  Yes.

KAP:  And so, everywhere I went, you see, the line, the single line of continuity that’s unbroken from the time I was born until this day, my life has been one thing, because I was a writer and an artist, and no matter where you are, you know, you can be that. You always are what you are. And uh, these apparent, this surface agitation and looking like a lack of cohesiveness is not so. Not so.

Interviewer:  No?

KAP:  No. All one piece from beginning to end.

Preservation of cultural heritage
slide twelve

Duration:  00:00:49

KAP:  It’s a kind of a quaint – probably too simple thing – to divide people into two classes like that, but you can roughly put them with the destroyers and the builders. And did you know it’s a fact until now the builders have been able to keep one jump ahead as we’d say in Texas of the destroyers? And I think maybe we always will, because I’m with the builders. I know where I stand, I know who I am, and what I am, and what I’m doing. The only thing is sometimes I don’t quite know why.

[audience laughter]

But you have, if you have the impulse, you have the impulse to live and to build and to make and to save and to conserve, you cannot lose everything.

slide thirteen
Practice like a pianist
Duration:  00:01:01

KAP:  Now the truth is I started writing when I was six or seven years old and I wrote all my life, and I have written bushels and bushels and bushels that will never see the light, I’ve destroyed bushels, I’ve kept bushels for reference, but I was like a pianist, you know, I have known pianists that would run scales for ten years, you see, but when you begin, when you give your concert, you’re not thinking about your scales, you’re not thinking about your fingering, you’re not thinking about your technique:  your whole thing is to interpret, or to do that piece of music perfectly, the way it should be done. So I ran my scales and I worked for ten years, fifteen years, without trying to publish anything. And I must say I imitated everybody, I learned to write a little bit like Dr. Johnson, a little bit like Henry James, a little bit like Marcel Proust, translated –

[audience laughter]

A little bit like Laurence Sterne, and everybody. I wanted to see what they – how they did it. Because your style is yourself.

slide sixteen
Imagination
Duration:  00:00:37

KAP:  But I don’t think I invent things. I leave my imagination to work as it can, I don’t try to guide it. And I’ve always tried to tell the young ones who are trying to learn how to write, I said learn first to read, and second place learn to trust your minds, and you start a thought or an idea, don’t be afraid of it, work it right out, let it go right to the end no matter where it leads you, work it out, and then you will know whether it’s acceptable or not, whether you believe it, whether you can use it, whether it’s worth using, whether you should use it…because there are things I think you should not….

slide eighteen
Three short novels
Duration:  00:01:06

Interviewer:  I believe you spent a lot of time in Europe also, didn’t you?

KAP:  Yes, well I was trailing a husband who was in the foreign department.

Interviewer:  That must be fun.

KAP:  It was!

[laughter]

KAP:  We did have a wonderful time.

Interviewer:  I’m sure you did.

KAP:  But I did, you know how it is, running a house, and studying music, and taking a course in cooking school, and keeping up your human life and all that – I didn’t write as much as I should have, but I was getting ready to write, I wrote every day, but I didn’t get things finished, but when I came back, I just went off to a little inn and I wrote three short novels, two in two weeks, and then I rested a little bit, and then wrote the other one in nine days, and they’d all been getting ready in Europe, you see, so nothing was lost –

Interviewer:  They were all right there in the mind anyway, all - 

KAP:  Yes - 

Interviewer:  All you had was to put it on the paper, for our public, to enjoy what you had been enjoying over there, is that true?

KAP:  Yes, except that you know they were really stories about my life in this country, but it took Europe really to show me my own country, in a kind of perspective. I got away from it, you see, and got a long look.

slide twenty
Mather in Bermuda
Duration:  00:01:13

I started writing on it, I started taking notes til they grew up like this you see? And then I went and presented it to a publisher. And uh, he told me yes of course, and said, now you must get it, he gave me a little – oh that’s where I got the money to go to Bermuda, I keep forgetting where I got it, you know, of course – and he gave me $500, and said now you must turn it in in six months. Well I thought surely I could do it with all I had. Well it took me five months to write the first eleven chapters and at top speed right around the clock, you know. I just stopped and ate when I got hungry and slept when I got sleepy, paid no attention to the rise and fall of the sun and the moon, incoming outgoing of the tides, I was right over the sea, perfectly happy, the happiest summer I ever spent in my life, and I didn’t do anything in the world but work on that book. And so I know people they’d come sometimes – the English are so nice, so polite, you know – and they’d invite me to come and play tennis or take a horseback ride or a boat ride, and I’d come out on the upper balcony and thank them and say it’s awfully kind of you and I wish I could but I just have a little time and I’m working very hard.

slide twenty-two
Point of living
Duration:  00:00:22

KAP:  I see no point to living. I mean that. Only, of course, I love my friends, I like the world, I like the weather, you know. I like food and wine, I like conversation and music, I like living. But I like it only because I have been able to do merely a tenth of what I meant to do.

slide twenty-five
Joy of life
Duration:  00:00:30

Interviewer:  The question is to go on looking, isn’t it?

KAP:  Yes, oh yes, well that’s, that is the whole point. And that’s the whole joy of being alive, is the unexpectedness of life, and the tremendous adventure of trying to find out where you are and who you are and what you’re up to. And if you can, find out what it means, you know, and how it’s going to end.

Interviewer:  Mm-mm. Yes.

KAP:  It’s all impossible I suppose in a way, I mean to be perfect at it, naturally not, it’s not for us, but that is the whole adventure of living.

Interviewer:  Quite.

slide twenty-six
[bookmark: _GoBack]Paul and Katherine goodbye
Duration:  00:00:20

Paul:  Now you take care, honey, and I’ll get you a little note off Monday.

KAP:  Alright darling.

Paul:  And I’ll be down the twenty-fourth, Tuesday, but I’ll give you all the time and everything. 

KAP:  Alright darling. I’m sorry, I hope your soup ain’t cold.

Paul:  Oh no no no no, I haven’t even lit the fire yet. Just has to warm up, make a sandwich, and it’s all done. 

KAP:  God love you, darling.

Paul:  Bless your heart, angel. Buh-bye.

KAP:  Bless you. ‘bye!
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