
1800 1820 1840 1860 1880 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 2020

African Americans organize 
own religious congregations 
and churches

1866
First Baptisit Church of South 
Washington opens on 6th Street 
between G and H Streets

1875
Reverend R.S. Law and 54 
members leave First Baptisit to 
create Virginia Baptist Church

1886
Virginia Baptist church constructed 
at 734 First Street and renamed 
Friendship Baptist Church

1916
Sanborn Fire Insurance Map of 

the property

1930
First addition to the church is 
built on the east facade

1924
The Society for Human Rights, the 

first gay rights organization, is 
founded by Henry Berber in Chicago

1946
The National Capital Parks & Planning 

Commission Comprehensive Plan is 
published authorizaing vast comdemnation, 

deomlition, and redevelopment 1950-1955
The Redevelopment Land Agency 
is created by Congress to “acquire 
land in blighted neighborhoods 
and oversee improvements
Urban renewal program displaces 
1,050 of 1,300 families in 
Southwest DC

1952 1961
DC Branch of 
Mattachine Society 
founded by Frank 
Kameny

1965
Friendship Baptist Church 
congregation moves to a 
new church at Delaware 
and I Street

1974
Property is sold to 

Miracle Temple of Faith 
Baptist Church

1979
National March on 

Washington for Lesbian 
and Gay Rights

1982
Property is sold to 
Redeemed Temple of 
Jesus Christ

1987
Second National March 
on Washington for 
Lesbian and Gay Rights 
known as the Great 
March

1993
Clinton and Congress 
enact “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” Policy

2001
Church closes its doors 
due to physical 
deterioration and lack of 
funds for upkeep

2015
Gay marriage is 
legalized

2004
Property is listed on the 
National Register of 
Historic Places

2020-
Church is an arts and 
events evenue and 
continues to serve the 
surrounding community

Second addition built on the 
north facade of the church
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A SAFE SPACE
Designing a LGBTQ+ Youth Resource Center
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