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WEB ARCHIVING AT UVA: COVID-19
• HEALTH SCIENCES LIBRARY STAFF

• EMILY BOWDEN

• DAN CAVANAUGH

• LUCY CARR JONES

UVA LIBRARY STAFF

• JOSEPH AZIZI

• WHITNEY BUCCICONE

• MARC CAMPBELL

• LORRIE CHISHOLM

• BRENDA GUNN

• ELIZABETH HENNING 
(STUDENT)

• LAUREN LONGWELL

• KARA MCCLURKEN

• ROSE OLIVEIRA

• SONY PROSPER

• MOLLY SCHWARTZBURG

• ELIZABETH WILKINSON

• LAUREN WORK
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TOOLS

• ARCHIVE-IT 

• WGET

• WEBRECORDER.IO/CONIFER

Conifer interface
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WEB ARCHIVING AT UVA
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COLLECTIONS



| Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture | Manuscripts, Archives, & Rare Books Division 2019 Oct 17 7

Documenting COVID-19
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture
Manuscripts, Archives, and Rare Books

Zakiya Collier | April 12, 2021



| Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture | Manuscripts, Archives, & Rare Books Division 2019 Oct 17 8

Digital Archivist 

● #SchomburgSyllabus Project

● Conduct research on contemporary social movements and documentation efforts 

● Curate, collect, describe, and preserve Black-authored and Black-related online materials

● Evaluate infrastructure for born-digital archival materials

● Collaborate with rights and permissions, communications, IT, digital preservation, and Education departments



| Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture | Manuscripts, Archives, & Rare Books Division 2019 Oct 17 9

Schomburg Center COVID-19 Collection
● Started in April 2020

● Collection Topics

○ African Diasporan Experience
○ Health disparities 
○ Stigma & myths
○ Labor & organizing
○ Harlem / New York
○ Black Businesses
○ Online learning & syllabi
○ Obituaries
○ Restaurant menus 
○ Black religious institutions
○ Cultural production / artworks
○ Mutual aid
○ News articles



| Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture | Manuscripts, Archives, & Rare Books Division 2019 Oct 17 10

Guiding Principles

● Accountability
● Intentionality
● Slow web archiving
● Accurate documentation



| Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture | Manuscripts, Archives, & Rare Books Division 2019 Oct 17 11

COVID-19 Archive-It Homepage



| Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture | Manuscripts, Archives, & Rare Books Division 2019 Oct 17 12

Screenshot of the web-archived version of https://blackdoctorsconsortium.com/ preserved on September 26, 2020.



| Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture | Manuscripts, Archives, & Rare Books Division 2019 Oct 17 13

Screenshot of the web-archived version of https://blackdoctorsconsortium.com/ preserved on September 26, 2020.



| Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture | Manuscripts, Archives, & Rare Books Division 2019 Oct 17 14

Arturo (Arthur) Alfonso Schomburg

Schomburg Center COVID-19 Collection

https://archive-it.org/collections/13918

Featured in COVID-NYC Documentary Project

https://www.gothamcenter.org/covidnyc-blog-pag

e/pv2ki2t9o20zpw6mpd6myqu00jfg76

https://archive-it.org/collections/13918
https://www.gothamcenter.org/covidnyc-blog-page/pv2ki2t9o20zpw6mpd6myqu00jfg76
https://www.gothamcenter.org/covidnyc-blog-page/pv2ki2t9o20zpw6mpd6myqu00jfg76


April 12, 2021

COVID-19 Web Archiving at the Library of 
Congress
Melissa Wertheimer
Music Reference Specialist &
Music Division Web Archives Collection Lead

MARAC Spring 2021 Panel:
“Crawling Through Current Events: 
How web archivists document politics, racial
justice, and COVID-19”

Thoughts and opinions are my own and do not represent those of the Library of Congress.



What Do I Do?

Acquisitions & Collection Development

General Reference

Web Archives Curation & Collection Management

Special Collections Librarianship
Outreach & Instruction



Performing Arts Web Archive
https://www.loc.gov/collections/performing-arts-web-archive/about-this-collection/ 

Music Division Web Archive Collections

LC Commissioned Composers Web Archive
https://www.loc.gov/collections/lc-commissioned-composers-web-archive/about-this-
collection/

Professional Organizations for Performing Arts Web 
Archive
https://www.loc.gov/collections/professional-organizations-for-performing-arts-web-
archive/about-this-collection/ 
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https://www.loc.gov/collections/performing-arts-web-archive/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/lc-commissioned-composers-web-archive/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/lc-commissioned-composers-web-archive/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/professional-organizations-for-performing-arts-web-archive/about-this-collection/
https://www.loc.gov/collections/professional-organizations-for-performing-arts-web-archive/about-this-collection/


LC-Wide: Coronavirus Web Archive

(Screenshot of digital collection landing page preview - coming Spring 2021)



LC-Wide: Coronavirus Web Archive

https://www.covid-tv.com/

For more on the challenges of creating and building this collection, see “Library’s Web Archiving: COVID-19 Challenges” (Dec. 30, 2020 blog post by Joe 
Puccio) http://blogs.loc.gov/loc/2020/12/librarys-web-archiving-covid-19-challenges/ 

• Mid-March-June 2020 – Staff are teleworking; by July, over 2,200 
nominations by staff across institution

• June 2020 – Coronavirus Web Archive formal collecting plan 
approved. Under purview of Science, Technology, and Business 
Division.

• July 2020 – I was appointed to a group with 10 other colleagues 
across LOC divisions to curate the collection and determine course of 
action for the thousands of prior nominations

• August 2020 – I created an appraisal rubric for backlog nominations and future ones
• Out of 235 eligible records from 2,200+ prior nominations, 124 were selected for collection
• Collection limit 250 new seeds; 328 crawling and 255 completed as of 4/5/21

Music Division Pre-Collection Efforts:
• Melissa Wertheimer, Lead
• Morgen Stevens-Garmon
• Anita Weber

LC-Wide Team:
• Gulnar Nagashybayeva, Lead
• Jennifer Harbster, Lead
• Cheryl Adams 
• Peter Armenti 
• Natalie Burclaff

• Jennifer Davis 
• Talia Guzman-Gonzalez 
• Alison Kelly 
• Alina Migoni 
• Malea Walker 
• Melissa Wertheimer

http://blogs.loc.gov/loc/2020/12/librarys-web-archiving-covid-19-challenges/


LC-Wide: Coronavirus Web Archive
New websites

https://www.survivorcorps.com/



LC-Wide: Coronavirus Web Archive
New content within existing crawls

https://www.pfizer.com/science/coronavirus



LC-Wide: Coronavirus Web Archive
Existing websites • No previous crawls • Relevant content 

https://blues.org/covid-19-fund/



Thank You! 
Melissa Wertheimer • mwer@loc.gov

https://1to1concerts.de/ https://www.erasecovid.com/

https://www.testingforamerica.org/ https://www.ndoh.navajo-nsn.gov/covid-19



NLM Global Health Events 
Web Archive, 

COVID-19 Collecting
 

Christie Moffatt
History of Medicine Division
National Library of Medicine
National Institutes of Health
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services

MARAC virtual partner meeting
April 12, 2021



Web Archiving at NLM
• Web Collecting and 
Archiving Working Group: 
Librarians, Archivists, 
Historian (~3.5 FTE)

• Archive-It partner since 
2009

• Collecting and preserving 
following NLM's collection 
development guidelines

https://archive-it.org/organizations/350 

https://archive-it.org/organizations/350


Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Pandemic 
collecting

• Began collecting January 
30, 2020 (WHO 
declaration of public health 
emergency)

• NLM collection 
development guidelines for 
Web Content; Public 
Health, Disaster 
Management, Popular 
Literature, History of 
Medicine

WHO Novel Coronavirus (2019-nCOV) web page 
1/30/2020

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK518732/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK518760/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK518760/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK518816/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK518816/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK518778/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK518778/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK518766/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK518766/


Scoping and Selection
• Developed broad scope of collection 
• Sought input across NLM, Office of 
NIH History

• Invited public recommendations
• Collaborated across medical museum 
community

• Created list of topical 
areas/keywords to guide review of 
sources



Health facilities Biomedical research/vaccines



Health disparities Prevention and control/Risk 
management



Topical areas/Keywords:
• Bioethics
• Biomedical Research
• Caregiving at home
• Health Disparities
• Health Facilities
• Health Policy Advocacy
• Health Workforce
• Legislation and Jurisprudence
• Non-medical essential workers
• Patient Experience and Treatment
• Personal Narratives
• Prevention and Control/Risk Management
• Psychological Preparedness and Response
• Social Dimensions
• Vaccines

 
>9,000 recommended 
seeds so far



Learn More
• NLM web collections: 

https://archive-it.org/organizations/350 
• NLM blog Circulating Now: 

https://circulatingnow.nlm.nih.gov/tag/web-collecting/ 
• The National Library of Medicine Global Health Events 

web archive, coronavirus disease (COVID-19) 
pandemic collecting, Journal of the Medical Library 
Association, October 1, 2020

• Email: christie.moffatt@nih.gov

https://archive-it.org/organizations/350
https://circulatingnow.nlm.nih.gov/tag/web-collecting/
http://jmla.mlanet.org/ojs/jmla/article/view/1090/1189
http://jmla.mlanet.org/ojs/jmla/article/view/1090/1189
http://jmla.mlanet.org/ojs/jmla/article/view/1090/1189

