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Activator

Why Do People Volunteer?

1. Asl; students for single words or phrases they equate
with the word “voluntesr” Collect their responsas using
the board or a Web tool such as Wordlenet or Fadlet.
com. Discouss their responsas using these prompts:
= What icleas, beliefs, or feelings do students associ-
ate with the word "voluntaar"?
= Basad on this discussion, help students to develop
a common definition or concept of ™wolurteering”
expressed in their own words, (The definition gen-
erally includes thase componeants: work or service
done by free choice, performed for the banefit of
others and with minimal compensation.

For more information, including the major typas of val-
unteer service, its benefits, and the hurman rights values
behind it, see these documents: "Definitions of Violun-
tearing: Voluntaering England Information Sheet” at
hittpfwennwavemweorg Ul wp-content,” uploads,/2014/04/
Definitions-cf-volunteering pdf, United Nations volun-
tears, "State of the World's Volurteerism Report” at
wiwwLunvorg/swr 2011 kil

2. Invite students to ask themseheas the following ques-
tions, then share answers with a partner:
= When is a tirne that you volunteered? (If a studanit
cannct find an example with prompting, ask hirm or her

to answer when or where would you like to volunteer?)
» What motivated you to volunteer (or would moti-
vate you to do so)?

Comipara answers in the full group. How similar or
different were studants’ motives for volunteer service?
‘What patterns do they discern? Move students toward
critical thinking if needed: Do individuals ever volunteer
out of self-interest—for exarmple, to enhance a resume
aor college application? Do thay think voluntearing is
beneficial to society even if it is not antirely altruistic?

Teaching Tip
Help students search for videos with volunteer

testimonlals. See for example the TED Talk of vol-
unteer firefighter Mark Bezos at ted.com/talks/
mark_bezos_a_lIfe_lesson_from_a_volunteer_flre-
fighterMlanguage=en, the YouTube channel for Global
Youth Service Day at youtube.com/user/youthsarvice,
or the “Volunteer Volces” feature of the United Na-
tlons voluntears at unwv.org.

Pheto graph
Rapaking ambularces 2k the Amanican Fleld Servica ha rars in Paris, Frarca.
Ciolrtasy o e AChHivss Ofiha Ameanican Feid Servos and AFS infaroutumal 5.



Volunteer Biography #2

ELLEN NEWBOLD
LA MOTTE
(1873-1961)
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Volunteer Biography #2 |
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EUGENE
BULLARD
(1895-1961)

Volunteer Biography #5

MCCONNELL
(1887-1917)

JAMES ROGERS \

ROLE PLAY QUESTION SHEET:
U.S. AMERICAN WAR VOLUNTEERS

1. Tell us about your
upbringing and early career:
What is your background?

3. What are your opinions
about the war and U.S.
neutrality during your service?

5. Do you feel you benefitted
by performing war service?
Give a reason for your response.,
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2. What factors led you to
volunteer for service in the
European war?

4. What kind of work does your
organization do? What made you
select the type of service that you

chose to do? If you worked in more
than one type of service, what
made you change?

6. Do you feel others
benefitted from your service? :
Give a reason for your response. X}



BACKGROUND ESSAY

U.S. American Volunteers in World War |, 1914-1917

By: PD Dr | Jansen

When war broke out in Eurcpe in August 1914, few
Armericans expected their country to abandon its tra-
ditional alocfness from European affairs. Even as late
as 1916, it was not inevitable that the United States
(.5 would enter the war. The US. had never fought
a war abroad in Europe and until Germany declared
unconditional submarine warfare in January 1917, few
expected U.S. President Woodrow Wilson would ever
take this step.

At a time when their country remained neutral, tens
of thousands of Americans decided to volunteer for
what was referred to as the "European War” as relief
administrators, doctors, nurses, ambulance drivers,
soldiers, and pilots. They volunteered for a variety

of reasons ranging from a desire for adventure, for
helping others, and for becoming part of an event of
global significance.

Dwuring the period of US. neutrality from August 1914
through March 1917, most American volunteers aided
the Allies. Great Britain attracted the largest number
of volunteers, with tens of thousands of Americans
serving in the British infantry or flying corps. Before
the LS. government insisted on a name change in
Movernber 1916, all-American battalions in the Cana-
dian Expeditionary Forces were known as the "Amer-
ican Legion.” They comprised Americans who lived in
Canada, or had crossed the border after the outbreak
of war, sometimes traveling north thousands of miles
to volunteer for military service.

‘While most Americans joined British units before 1917,
nearly 6,000 American volunteers served on behalf
of France, In August 1914, the American Ambulance

Hospital in the prosperous Paris suburb of Meuilly-
sur-Seine became the hub for American activity in
France. The hospital attracted American nurses, who
offered to work without pay. and medical teams led
by physicians such as surgeon Harvey Cushing, head
of Harvard University's Medical Unit in 1915. Groups
dispatched by Armerican universities brought the lat-
est medical technology to treat the wounded. Amer-
ican business leaders in Paris also founded the Amer-
ican Relief Clearing House for France and her Allies
(ARCH). During the period of U.S. neutrality and with
the aid of the French government and private Amer-
ican support, ARCH provided transportation of relief
goods from MNew York to Paris free of charge to the
sender. Another relief organization was the Ameri-
can Fund for French Wounded (AFFW). founded by
wealthy LS. wormen with close ties to Paris in early
1915. AFFW members in France gathered clothing
and other goods sent to them by its more than 150
Armerican committees. Volunteer drivers delivered
these goods to hospitals arcund France

Mothing came to symbolize transatlantic volunteer-
ism to the American public as boldly as driving an
ambulance along the front in France. Organizations
such as the American Volunteer Motor-Ambulance
Corps (AVMALC) and the American Ambulance Field
Service (later known as the American Field Service
or AFS) attracted Americans eager for a challenging
experience. Many ambulance drivers were recruited
fram universities such as Harvard, Princeton, and Yale.
In a letter to the parents of a student who consid-
ered joining an ambulance service in France, Harvard
President A, Lawrence Lowell noted, "They get an
experience, an insight into a great historic struggle,



Extension Acti\/ity

Exploring Local Discourse through Archival Researc@

How did citizens in your state or community re-
spond to the growing war in Eurcpa? Use the
Library of Conaress's Chronicling America websita
at chroniclingamerica.loc.gov to explore regional
newspapers and gain a better understanding of
Your community’s response to World War 1.

Chronicling America, a digital archive of historic
newspapers supported by the Library of Congress
and the Mational Endowrment for the Hurmanities,
provides access to more than seven million news-
paper pages from around the United States be-
tween the years 1836 and 1922, Mewspapers can

Global Classroom Tip
Connect with a local archive or historical soclety to
find historical newspapers from your community or
region that students can examine, to understanc
whether and how diverse or differing stances on the
conflict were reflected In thelr own communities.

be searched by keyword, date, and place of publi-
cation, making it an excellant archival resourca far
the study of World War | on a local leval. (Mot all
newspapers and locations are available; students
may have to define their "local” community more
broadly.)

1. Ore of the challenges of archival research is nar-
rowing ona's search to specific dates and avents.
Have students create a list or a timeling of key
avents and dates that they could use in their search.
Brainstorm a list of keywords and dates to use to
search the collection.

2. Chronicling America provides a list of all digitized
newspapers (chroniclingamericaloc.gov/newspa-
pers) with a description of their place of publication
and historical context for each paper. Have students
look at the list for papers published near their corm-
munity or in their state. Be sure to have students
read the "More Info" section for the newspapar(s)
they salect to better understand what views and
perspactives might be addressad in the paper.

3. Direct students to the "Advanced Search” tab.
Once thare, they can salect a state or newspapar

Bhotograph
Wormar's peacs parsds marching down Fith Avenus in Mew Yark Cly on August 25, 1014
Gaorge Granthem Bain CoNection, Courhasy of the Librery of Congrass.



The devastation of the Great War unfolded on a scale unprecedented un-

til that time in world history—a crisis that demanded a new type and scale

of international response. These lesson plans explore the role United States
volunteer organizations played in relieving the suffering of civilians during the
hurnanitarian crisis of World War |. Designed for secondary school learners,
the lesson plans help students trace the legacies of humanitarian relief worlk
and humanitarian workers in the World War | era and throughout the 20th
and 21st centuries. Using primary sources that include artifacts, letters, journal
entries, photographs, and early motion pictures, students will learn about the
organizations and their volunteers. Finally. students are invited to consider the
role the private sector and United States government played in relief efforts
and the importance of public support in the success of such work.

The topic is divided into four interrelated lesson plans that could be taught
independently or as a whole, depending upon grade level, instructional
objectives, and time:

1. Activator, What is a Humanitarian Problem?

2. Lesson |, Comparison of Contermporany Humanitarian Workers to Humanitan-
an Workars During World War f

3. Lesson ll, Organization and Mobilization of Public Support and Humanitarian
Ralief for Belgium and France During World War [

4. Extension Activity, Student-Designed Recruitment Carmpaign for Volunteer
Assistance of Humanitarian Relfief Efforts in Europe

TOPIC 5

HUMANITARIAN INTERNATIONAL RELIEF:
=T AEGACY OF GREAT WAR VOLUNTEERISM

TABLE OF CONTENTS
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TOPIC 2

U.S. AMERICAN WOMEN'S VOLUNTEERISM
AND SUFFRAGE IN WORLD WAR |

What motivated U.5. American women to volunteer for war service
during World War |, domestically and abroad? How did their volunteer
roles challenge traditional formulations of female duty to home and
family? This topic, designed for secondary school learners, helps stu-
dents explore the ways that women's lives and roles were transformed
by volunteer service before and after 1917 through diverse primary
sources. The lesson plans invite students, as well, to consider the inter-
play between women's volunteer service and women's pursuit of politi-
cal and professional equality during World War .

This topic is divided into five interrelated lesson plans that could be
taught independently or as a whole, depending upon grade level, in-
structional objectives, and time:

1. Activator, Advancing Toward Women's Equality in the U5

2. Lesson |, Images and ldeas about Women Volunteers

3. Lesson ll. A ULS. American Nurse in France. A Primary Source Analysis
4. Lesson I, Women's Volunteerism and Suffrage in the LS.

5. Extension Activity, Rights for Women Around the Globe:

A Century of Change

TABLE OF CONTENTS

1 Overview
31 Essential Questions
31 Objectives
31 Standards: United States
32 Standards: Internaticnal
32 Assessment
32 Timne
32 Materials
33 Background Essay
I5 Instructions
35 Activator
326 Lesson |
%5 Lesson i
%9 Lesson il
41 Extension Activity
42 Attachments
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How did the unprecedented death and destruction of Woarld War | affact
artists and writers? Specifically, how did voluntear service in the First
World War shape the lives and perspectives of some Armarican writars
and artists, mambers of the "Lost Generation™? The lesson plans in this
topic invite secondary school learners to explore how the volunteer
service of some of the most famous U.S. American writers and artists—
Ernest Hemingway, Gertrude Stein, E. E. Curmmings, and Henry O,
Tanner—was reflacted through the agsthetics and themeas of their work. It
also invites students to intarprat the poetry, prose, and artwork of these
individuals and to infer what they intended to convey about war itself

This topic is divided into three interrelated lesson plans that could be
taught independently or as a whole, depending upcn grade level,
instructional objectives, and time:

1. Activator, in Flanders Fialds: One Wiiter's Response to War

2. Lesson, Lost Ganeration Artists and Writers: Voluntear Experience
and Artistic Expression

3. Extension Activity, Rasaarching the Literature of War

TABLE OF CONTENTS
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Luther Nelson

Luther Melson was a native of Lanesboro, Minnesota, and the son of Minnesota State
Senator S. A. Nelson. After graduating from 5t. Olaf College In June 1916 at the age of 22,
MNelson joined the American Ambulance Hospital in Neullly-sur-Seine, France as an
ambulance driver. He worked there for several months, evacuating wounded soldiers from
the train stations to the varlous military hospitals in and around Parls. However, Nelson
wanted to work closer to the front lines—particularly near Verdun—and decided to enlist
for a six-month term as an ambulance driver with the Norton-Harjes Ambulance Corps on
September 1, 1916. Nelson saw some of the war’s most severe fighting In Verdun with his

unit before returning home to the United States in September 1917.

Luther Nelson at the American
Ambulance Hospital, 1916
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Stories from the Stacks

Stay updated with exciting projects and newly-digitized collections in the AFS Archives!

AFS Remembers Edwin R. A New Exhibition Honors AFS Photographs in the AFS
Masback, Jr. (1917-2017) Volunteer Efforts During WWI Archives: Arthur Howe, Jr.
Collection

AFS History AFS Intercultural Programs began as the American

Ambulance Field Service, a volunteer ambulance corps
created in April 1915 by A_ Piatt Andrew. Learn about how

View Our Timefine AFS was transformed from a wartime humanitarian aid
organization into a groundbreaking international secondary
school exchange, volunteer, and intercultural learning
organization in our imeline!

Accessing the Archives

= What's in the AFS Archives?

The AFS Archives contains more than 500 cubic feet of unique
documents, photographs, memorabilia, and audio-visual
material dating from as early as 1915, when AFS was founded
as a volunteer ambulance corps in France. The collections are
organized into four chronelogical record groups.

View our collection list

4 How can | conduct research in the AFS Archives?

4 Can the AFS Archives staff answer my reference request?




Around the World

Opasamne NoYyacTn NPoWnNocTH W Megake ¥ GyayhHOCT: HOBW KYPHKYNYM 33 WKone
AFS International je y mapTy objaBno HOBW KypHEYNYM HamjerseH 33 KOPWWITEH:e ¥ CPeaHnM
WkonasMa LUWjenor ceWjeTa Kao A[oJaTHA MaTepdjan, noceSHo Ha YacoBWMMa WCTOpWjE,
KHIKEBHOCTH, rpafaqcrkor oGpasoBaa W ApYLWIBEHWX HayKa. KyprKyNyM je peaynTar sajegHadKor
paga Apxwea, Opjena 3a ofpaiosarke, yHWBepIuTeTcknx npodecopa wa Heemauke n CAll-a w»
Apyrax CTpyuHaka W3 oBe ofnacTu. KypukynyM ofaje nouacT NPOLUNOCTH ¢ NOCEBHUM hoXycom Ha
YNOry aMepuurMy BoNoHTepa--so3dava aMmBynaHTHWX Bo3una y MNpBoM CBjeTCHOM paTy, Te mepa y
GyoyhHocT roeopehl 0 IH3Yajy BONMOHTERWIME 33 ja4aree WHTERHYNTYPanHe KoMNeTeHuynje W
moBanHo rpafjaHcko obpasosas,

FKYPHEYITYM (Ha eHIMECKOM [E3NKY) MOXETE NPpayIeTH OBdje

THE
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Nicole Milano
hicole.milano@afs.org

Intercultural
Programs
THE UNITED STATES 4 @s. PRIMARY | THE NATIONAL |:|ande|-5
WORLD WAR ONE {#(\8 SOURCE Wwi MUSEUM (
J CENTENNIAL COMMISSION B S  Cona learning matters. AND MEMORIAL ( \ State of the Art

All photographs used in this presentation are courtesy of the Archives of the American Field Service
and AFS Intercultural Programs, U.S. National Library of Medicine, Hoover Institution Library &
Archives, Musée franco-américain du chdteau de Blérancourt, Virginia Military Institute, Dennis
Gordon, Ronald Poteat, National Museum of the United States Air Force, and the Library of Congress
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