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W
hy does a historian 

care so m
uch about 

w
eb archives?



Scarcity



Scarcity 
A

bundance



You can’t 
study the 

1990
s 

and 
beyond 
w

ithout 
w

eb 
archives!



A
nd the 1990

s are 
history. The W

eb is 25 
years old.



C
urrent A

ccess M
ethod

This w
on’t be enough!



So w
hat can w

e do?



Ask N
ich W

orby for data



C
anadian Political Parties & 

Political Interest G
roup C

ollection

•
50 W

ebsites


•
All m

ajor political parties


•
M

inor political parties


•
Political interest groups


•
C

ollected quarterly betw
een 

2005 & present.



H
ow

 could w
e provide 

better access?









W
e also w

anted to explore 
derivative datasets for researcher 

access w
ith our new

 project.



Extract all Text



Extract all Text



Extract Entities





N
ext Step

•
The Archives U

nleashed C
loud


•
U

nder developm
ent - m

oving 
Shine to a Blacklight-based 
system

 for com
m

unity 
involvem

ent;


•
A G

U
I-based w

orkbench for 
uploading W

ARC
s or using 

Internet Archive APIs to extract 
derivatives from

 your collections 
to do text analysis, netw

orks, 
other DH

 w
ork.


•
Set of regional events and 
w

orkshops - w
ith travel funding - 

stay tuned!





Visit us at 
archivesunleashed.org



Thanks very m
uch!

Ian M
illigan 

A
ssociate Professor 

@
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