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W H E R E  I S  C O R N I N G ?



P Y R E X :  1 9 1 5



P Y R E X  A D S :  S O  M U C H  F U N !



P O P U L A T I O N  B O O M :  1 8 5 0 - 1 9 5 0

• The Village of Corning was incorporated in 1848 with a population of 1,726 people

• 1870: over 4,000

• 1900: over 11,000

• 1920: almost 16,000

• 1950: population peaked at just under 18,000

• After 1950, Corning’s population slowly, but steadily, declined

• In 2020, the U.S. Census counted 10,551 people living in Corning



T H E  H O U G H T O N  F A M I L Y



T H E  H O U G H T O N S  W H O  R E A L L Y  G O T  I T  G O I N G



E A R L Y  H I S T O R Y  O F  C O R N I N G  G L A S S  W O R K S

• 1864 – Brooklyn Flint Glass Works

• 1868 – Relocated to Corning and changed name to Corning Flint Glass Works

• 1875 – Reincorporated as Corning Glass Works (CGW)

• The Key to CGW’s success was its focus on specialty glass: colored glass for signal 

lenses for trains, blown glass for lamp globes, glass tubing for scientific and 

industrial uses (light bulbs), and glass blanks for cut crystal glassware



E D I S O N ’ S  L I G H T  B U L B :  1 8 8 0



C A N A L S ,  
R A I L R O A D S ,  A N D  

G L A S S

The Erie Canal opened 
western markets to 
New York City and the 
world in 1825

It also spurred efforts 
throughout the state 
to connect towns and 
cities to the Erie Canal



C A N A L S  &  C O R N I N G :  A  B R I E F  H I S T O R Y

• In 1833, the Chemung “Feeder” Canal was completed  and connected Corning to 

the Chemung Canal, which connected to the southern end of Seneca Lake

• Seneca lake, the largest of New York’s Finger Lakes, connected to the Erie Canal 

at its northern end

• The high cost of maintaining  the Feeder canal, due to frequent flooding, made it 

inefficient; ultimately, it closed in 1878



F I N G E R  L A K E S  R E G I O N  O F  N E W  Y O R K

Credit: Maps by Scott



N E W  Y O R K  R A I L R O A D S  I N  1 8 5 5



N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E  R A I L R O A D S  I N  1 8 9 6



R A I L R O A D S  &  C O R N I N G :  A  L A S T I N G  I M P A C T

• The railroad arrived in Corning in the mid-19th century when the Erie RR was 

completed

• It was not until after the Civil War, however, that RRs really made a significant 

impact 

• Fall Brook Railway Company (1870)

• Syracuse, Geneva, and Corning RR (1875)New York Central RR

• Lackawanna RR (1880)



G L A S S  I N D U S T R Y  I N  C O R N I N G  ( L A T E  1 9 T H  
C E N T U R Y / E A R L Y  2 0 T H  C E N T U R Y )

• Corning Glass Works: founded in 1868 and is now Corning Incorporated

• J. Hoare & Co. followed the Brooklyn Flint Glass Company to Corning

• Hawkes Rich Cut Glass Works formed in 1882, renamed T.G. Hawkes & Co. in 

1890

• O.F. Egginton Rich Cut Glass established in 1897

• H.P. Sinclaire & Co. established in 1904

• Steuben Glass Works: founded in 1903 (bought by CGW in 1918)



C O R N I N G  G L A S S  W O R K S ,  C I R C A  1 8 8 9  &  1 9 0 3



T . G .  H A W K E S  &  C O . ,  C I R C A  1 9 0 3  A N D  1 9 5 0



T . G .  H A W K E S  G O L D  M E D A L  I N  P A R I S ,  1 8 8 9



C U T  G L A S S  B O W L  B Y  T . G .  H A W K E S  &  C O .
B U Y  I T  N O W  F O R  $ 3 9 , 8 5 0  A T  M . S .  R A U

Dimensions: 4.3” high & 12.3” diameter Credit: rauantiques.com



S T E U B E N  G L A S S  W O R K S ,  1 9 0 7  &  1 9 5 3



M A K I N G  T H E  2 0 0 ”  D I S K ,  1 9 3 4 - 1 9 3 5



M E A S U R I N G  T H E  2 0 0 ”  D I S K  I N  1 9 3 5



2 0 0 ”  D I S K  H E A D E D  T O  C A L I F O R N I A  I N  1 9 3 6



F R O M  C G W  T O  C O R N I N G  
I N C O R P O R A T E D

• Fiber optics for communications

• LCD screens

• Valor Glass for COVID-19 Vaccines

• Gorilla Glass for smartphones

• NASA – Corning-made glass has been 
used since Project Mercury in 1961 

• James Webb Space Telescope (2021) 
houses 3 telescopes with mirrors  made 
by Corning

Credit: NASA
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