Migrating into the Roarin’ 20s

Modernizing collection accessibility, management, and preservation
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29th Division oral history collection
i Collection Identifier: OH 29D
Abstract

This oral history collection consists of interviews with nine members of the 29th Division, an infantry division of the United States Army that saw action in the
Normandy Invasion, or D-Day, during World War Il. Interviewed between 1987-1989, the veterans discuss their battalions, their ranks, objectives, tactics they
implemented, and the obstacles they faced.

Dates: 1987 September 22- 1989 June 10

Foundin: H.Furlong Baldwin Library

313th Infantry, 79th Division, American Expeditionary Force, World War | photograph collection
@ Collection Identifier: PP 0062

Abstract

This collection includes photographs as well as non-photographic materials having to do with the 313th Infanty, 79th Division of the American Expeditionary Forces
in World War |, circa 1917-1919.

Dates: 1917-1919

Foundin: H.Furlong Baldwin Library

Migration Tasks
e ~ 1,200 Finding aids = ArchivesSpace

Scan to visit the Finding
Aids database

o Normalize and cleanup collection descriptions
and container lists stored in variety of formats
* Digital collections materials > DAMS/RAID storage
o Consolidate materials from outdated-hard drives

and multiple server locations
 Update OPAC records
o Export, update/edit, and reimport

* Library section of website > New WordPress site
* Library WordPress blog > New WordPress site

* Collections tracking data = Airtable
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Other Goals

e Select and implement a DAMS

* Develop Digital Collections front-end for p
access to DAMS materials

* Develop policies, procedures, and
documentation for all new systems

* Develop workflows for internal and extern
requests
o Digitization, resource usage, etc.

* Track collection management activities in
Airtable

 Capture and track Library statistics

Emily Somach
Maryland Center for History and Culture
Digital Collections and Metadata Manager
esomach@mdhistory.org

Sandra Glascock

Special Collections Archivist
sglascock@mdhistory.org
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Photo Collections MS Collections Oral Histories Accessions Other Collections Staff Data Conservation Needs

= Views B3 All Collection Data @ ~ & Hide fields = Filter [5) Group 4t Sort @. Color ™ (& Share view
Q Find a view & Collection # Collection Name Status Type Notes
" 1955.3;1978.18 Robert L. Harris photograph BCLM Under revision; need bio note;
B3 All Collection Data collection verify extent

2 | 1963.1 Baltimore Heritage Inc. collection rocessing co BCLM Need bio note; verify extent

3 1966.3 Bureau of Recreation photograph rocessing co BCLM Need bio note; verify extent
collection

4 1966.6 Chamber of Commerce BCLM Need bio note; verify extent
photograph collection

5 | 1967.11 Brown collection BCLM Need bio note; verify extent

6 1969.26 David Bendann photograph BCLM Under revision; verify extent
collection

7 | 1977.2 John Dubas collection BCLM Under revision; verify extent

8 | 1982.3 Harold Williams collection BCLM Under revision; verify extent

9 1982.19.1 East Baltimore Documentary BCLM Very minimal collection level
Photography Project =AYV WIS  recor d in ArchivesSpace, none in

10 1984.22 Commission on Historic and BCLM
Architectural Preservation ...

11 | 1986.67 E. J. Gallagher Realty Company BCLM Under revision; verify extent
collection

Obstacles

 Formatting of legacy description and unstandardized metadata

o Many finding aids and container lists required pre-processing as they only existed as .
plain text, Word document, PDF, or physical documents

o Legacy metadata followed no standards or controlled vocabularies

 Hard deadline and simultaneous projects

o Timeline dictated by planned launch date of new MCHC website .

* Size of Library staff

o Only three full-time members of the staff able to work on the project .

 COVID-19/pandemic protocols

o Team had to work 100% remotely, and staffing restrictions limited access to certain .

materials

New/Updated
Systems and Software
Digital Asset Management System (DAMS)

W, ResourceSpace

Archival Collections Management System (ACMS)

AArchivesSpace
Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC)

EOS.

Website

@WORDPRESS

Project/Collection Management and Tracking System

» @ Airtable

Ongoing Work and Next Steps

Refining and improving Digital Collections interface

 Migrating legacy digitized content into DAMS and cleaning up and enhancing

imported metadata

e Standardizing and cleaning up container lists in ArchivesSpace

Migrating accession records into ArchivesSpace

* Consolidating metadata between all systems

assurance, and

reporting

Implementing reparative description policies and procedures
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Harnessing APls of both systems to do more systematic metadata cleanup, quality
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