ANNEX C: Major Japanese Troop Movements During the Occupation


Japanese Major Troops Movements April 1942-January 1945

1 April 1942

HQ 35th Brigade and 124th infantry Regiment (both from 18th Division) arrive from Borneo under MG Kiyotake Kawaguchi
 

1-5 April 1942
· Kawaguchi Detachment organized with 14th Army supporting troops

5 April 1942 

· 9th infantry Brigade and 41st Infantry Regiment (from the 5th Division) arrive from Malaysia under MG Saburo Kawamura

10 April 1942
· Kawaguchi Detachment landed on Cebu
· relieved by the 31st Independent Infantry Battalion and prepared for Mindanao. 

10 April 1942

· mop-up operations:
· 16th Division in the western coastal area
· Nagano Detachment the sector near Mariveles

· 4th  Division in the sector east of the Panquian River

11 April 1942
· 16th Division cleaned up southern Luzon south of Manila. 

· Ikuta Detachment and 20th Infantry Regiment returned to the 16th Division 

· Ikuta Detachment near Bagac mopped-up the sector south of Bagac
· 20th Regiment mopped up vicinity of Canas Point and around Quinan Point
· Nagano Detachment

· Elements of the in Sisiman Bay west coastal area

· main body in the vicinity of Mariveles. 

· 4th  Division

· Element of garrisoned east of Sisiman Bay

· main body assembled west of Cabcaben with the Army Artillery Unit in for the capture of Corregidor

· 65th Brigade concentrated northwest of Mt Samat mopping-up west of that mountain.

(mopping-up southern Bataan Peninsula was practically completed on the twelfth. 
)
13 April 1942 - These units departed successively for new missions.
 
16 April 1942
· Kawamura Detachment landed near Iloilo on Panay. 
· relieved by the 1st  Independent Infantry Battalion of the Independent 33rd  Battalion and prepared for Mindanao. 

22 April 1942
· Army ordered the Kawaguchi, Kawamura and Miura Detachments to Mindanao.
 
29 April 1942
· Kawaguchi Detachment arrived Mindanao near Cotabato 150 kms west of Davao.

2 May 1942
· Miura Detachment handed over Davao to the 34th Independent Infantry Battalion and began offensive operations.  

3 May 1942
· the detachment with the 65th Brigade completed mop up of western central Luzon.

10 May 1942
· 10th Independent Garrison Unit (HQ, 32nd and 35th Independent Infantry Battalions) and the Miura Detachment to mop up 
· Kawaguchi and Kawamura Detachments prepared for future operations.
· After Corregidor, Army  directed the Nagano Detachment (62nd Infantry Regiment, 21st Infantry Regiment) to occupy Negros, Bohol, Leyte and Samar.
 
15 May 1942
· detachment with the 65th Brigade reinforced with 3rd  Battalion of the 51st  Mountain Artillery Regiment and the 3rd Trench Mortar Battalion sailed from Olongapo to subjugate the islands.

· the Army placed the 2nd  Independent Infantry Battalion, which was charged with the garrisoning of Cebu and Panay Islands, under command of the Nagano Detachment commander to garrison the whole of the Visayan Islands. 
 
· Nagano reached Cebu on 14 May, Iloilo Panay on 19 May (and discussed surrender of Negros), Leyte on 22 May, Bacolod Negros on 25 May, Samar on 25 May.
  Nagano troops and garrisons followed. 
· The 16th Division was charged with occupying Mindoro and Marinduque after mopping up southern Luzon, particularly around Bicol.  

mid-May 1942
· recon elements from 16th Division sent to Mindoro and Marinduque.
· The Manila Defense Unit: one infantry battalion of the 37th Infantry Regiment

relieved in early May by the 35th Independent Regiment 
late May  1942
· 47th Battalion (minus one company) sailed from the Manila Defense Force to Davao to join the 17th Army.
 

1 June 1942
· the 141st Infantry Regiment and 4th Cavalry Regiment.
 
· Japanese shifted supply installations around Luzon under the 63rd Lines of Communication Sector Units out of Manila.

· Formosan Labor Service Corps (two thousand Formosan natives)
July 1942
· the three companies of the 40th Battalion are sent from Manila to Sumatra. 

October 1942 

· 10th Independent Garrison (5 battalions) sent to the Mindanao District

· 11th Independent Garrison (4 battalions) sent to the Visayan District

· the 16th Division garrisoned Southern Luzon

· 2 Regiment and 4th Battalion of the 65th Brigade occupied Northern Luzon.

November 1942
· main strength of the 65th Brigade dispatched to Mindanao to deal with guerrillas.

January 1943

· 17th Independent Garrison (3 battalions) organized in the Mountain Province assigned to 13th Army.

January to April 

· 22nd Infantry Battalion organized on paper in Baguio.

April 1943

· 2nd Division was transferred to the South-Eastern Area.

August 1943

· 122nd Regiment (2 Battalions of the former 65th Brigade) redeployed for the Central Pacific.  

1943
· strength of the Japanese in the Philippines was 22 to 23 infantry battalions.

late 1943 

· Independent Garrisons reorganized and reinforced into three Independent Mixed Brigades built each around a nucleus of six infantry battalions.  

· Reinforcements brought the total number of Independent Mixed Brigades to four in early 1944.
 These were:

· 30th Independent Mixed Brigade (Mindanao)

· 31st Independent Mixed Brigade (Vasaya)

· 32nd Independent Mixed Brigade Northern Luzon)
· 33rd Independent Mixed Brigade (Southern Luzon)
November 1943 – reorganization

Early 1944

· The 2nd Signal Regiment was assigned the task of employing the Radio Direction Finding Unit as needed to locate enemy radios.

March 1944 

· 14th Army request the Imperial Headquarters send six divisions immediately

March-April 1944 

· the Supreme Southern Army headquarters was transferred to Manila to plan Operation Order No. 11 and oversee the development of airfields.

April 1944 

· the Imperial HQ sent the Imperial HQ Expeditionary Group under LTG Sosaku Suzuki to the Formosa, the Philippines and Borneo to “improve Army equipment and head efforts being made to bring about cooperation in operations for the protection of the sea lanes.”

· Southern Army HQ begins transfer to Manila. “The preparation for the operations were impeded due to the shifting of the Chiefs-of-Satff during the most important period (March to September, 1944).”

May 1944.

· 30th Independent Garrison transferred from Korea in Manila 

· Anti-Aircraft Artillery Unit activated
· strength on hand added up to a field division (the 16th Division) and four independent mixed brigades (the 30th through 33rd Brigades), a total of 24 battalions.
· 30th Division arrives in Mindanao.
· the Japanese considered reorganizing around the increasing strength.

· 14th Area Army Command established in Manila, by July commanding Luzon

· 35th Army Command in Cebu commanding Visaya and Mindanao

· 5D [?] GHQ was transferred from Singapore to Manila
 

· Imperial Headquarters dispatched a planning section under MG Tsuchio Yamaguchi to the 14th Army

June 1944
· 30th IMB into 100th Division arrives in Davao.

· 31st IMB into the 102 Division arrives in Visaya, one brigade remained in the Vasaya Islands, 
· 32nd IMB into the 103rd Division arrives in Northern Luzon

· 33rd IMB into 105th Division arrives in Southern Luzon
· two composite brigades remain in Luzon (one brigade of six independent infantry battalions, and one labor and engineer brigade)

· 30thDivision in Surigao (northeast of Mindanao), one brigade remained in Mindanao, 

· 16th Division remains in Leyte

· Sixty percent of the air bases were reported completed. 

NOTE: 14th Army plan for defense:

Planned Luzon dispositions: three battalions of infantry and engineers in Apparri; one infantry battalion in Lingayen Gulf; one infantry battalion in Dingalan and Baler Bay; one infantry battalion in Batangas; two infantry battalions in Coast of Lamon Bay; one infantry battalion in Olongapo; two infantry battalions in Manila.
 Three infantry battalions of the 105th Division were also at Lamon Bay as a reserve. The newly formed 55th Independent Mixed Brigade and the 33rd Infantry Regiment (minus on battalion) of the 16th Division were placed in central Luzon to support Baler and Lingayen Bay. 

Imperial HQ sent two newly organized mixed brigades in July that completed arrival in October. The Imperial HQ unofficially organized the 14th Army Area and the 35th Army HQ.

The newly organized divisions were: the 103rd Division in North Luzon; 105th Division in Southern Luzon; the 102nd Division in Visayas; and the 100th Division in Mindanao.
 Each division consisted of two brigades (each with four independent infantry battalions with associated artillery, mortar, and engineers, and transportation units). The newly organized mixed brigades consisted of three infantry battalions with engineers and artillery. The 54th Independent Mixed Brigade garrisoned the Sulu Archipelago in Zamboanga; the 55th IMB garrisoned central Luzon. The 58th Independent Mixed Brigade reached the Philippines in early July with three infantry battalions and artillery (an infantry battalion had 1,200 men) and was placed in Lingayen Bay. 

July 1944

· 10,000 patients and troops evacuated from New Guinea and the Southern Area had moved into Manila causing chaos. A new 1st Field Replacement Hospital was established to educate, train, and supply the habituation and transportation of these men.
 

July/August 1944
· 26th Division arrives in Manila
early September 1944

· 8th Division began arriving in and moved to Los Banos. 

· 2nd Tank Division reached Manila and Northern San Fernand. The main body went to Cabanatuan to San Miguel, the rest to eastern Lingayen Bay.  It lost one infantry battalion, three tank companies, three artillery battalions and three engineer companies during transit to the Philippines. 

September 1944
· 61st IMB arrives in Manila and sent to the islands in the Babuyan Channel. 

September/November 1944

· 1st Division arrives in Manila
6 October 1944

· General Yamashita arrived on as the new Commander in Chief of the 14th Army Area.

October/December 1944

· 68th Brigade arrives in Manila

· Manila Defense Command arrives in Manila

November 1944
· 58th IMB arrives in Manila
November/December 1944
· 10th Division arrives in Manila
· 23rd Division arrives in Manila
· 19th Division (-) arrives in Manila
early and middle January 1945 

· 1st Division withdrew from Leyte to the northern part of Cebu Island to defend districts north of Bogoto.
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