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and esbinates oFf current sliuations.

These reports, ton, varied from country to country and from
person Lo person.  Those from France, Germany and England, for example,
cenerally surpassed those from Afustria-lluncary and Russia. Some of
Ehesse documents were lon: and rambling, others were short, concise, and
lacked solld fachs., Some were dull and common place, while others were
alive and 1) of human interest. A few were inaccurate and gome from
Gevmany and England prejudiced. In the early period of the European
diplomatinc crisis of 191k, the reports lacked critical analysis and
sugpestbad gt times an ignorance of Buropean affairs.

These shorteomings stemmed from several sources. First, the

embassies were undermanned and had difficulty pgiving assistance to

pumberous At cicans t1 sped i Buror by the war. Ti o 1 mualtd
plied wl 1 the Uni States undertook the responsibility of assisting

nitizens of the belligere t r sions in like circumstances. Then, too,
some representatives placed too much reliance on information supplied
vy their host nation and a2 few lent thelr ears 00 readily to rumor.

put the repc bLs improved toward ti end of the year as various embassy

staffs expanded and their personnel developed a more professional touch.
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FIG 11

GERMAN MACHINE GUN GO i } ACTION ON THE WESTERN FRONT
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world was o more ready to accept unrestricted submarine warfare than it

was to accept unannounced bombardment of cities by gun or from the air.

The effentive employment of the only naval weapon of value left to the

Germans only suc ded in ranging world opinion a 'nst her and eventually

id. . g
d "1 5] strength to her 25











































































CHAPTER VIIX
CONCLUSION

The explosion of war over Europe in 1914 caught the world by

Surprise. Fey people thought that such a catastrophe would jeopardize

the bPromise of the late nineteenth century as expressed in scientific,

S0cial, economic, cultural . 1 mar -ial advances.

Americans were particularly vulnerable to the shock. Even among

the most educated citizens of the United States the affairs, alliances,

Aand intrigues of EBurope secemed far away and, at times, slightly distaste-~

ful. rphe reports filed by U.S. diplc 5ic and military representatives

during the fall of 1914 reflect this lack 7 sophisi :ation. Penfield's

laconic ¢ ssage announcing the assassination of the Austrian Archduke ig

AN example., His report contained no assessment of the situation,not a.

word of background on the Austrian Serbian quarrel, or any comment regard-

1 4 none of the

=

the possible consequences of the crime at Sarajevo,

other 17,58, amb: sadors 1n the major Buropean capitals made a single

reference to the dastardly act!

It must not be thought, however, that these reports were without

value., 1Tp the first place they rave Washington some idea of current

events in Burope as the crisis progressed, For the student of history
the = documents provide a glimpse of the great drama through the eyes

Of American observers on the spot and at the moment it unfolded., Thys

the reader is able to obtain some r ort with the world of 1914 unoh~

structed and unprotected by the gulf of over a half century of study,

analysis and critique. Figures looming large in the perspective of that
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from their original shock, solved most of the problems of their tourists,
and hired more people to work in their embassies. They also seemed to
have & betber awareness of what was going on around them and many, des-
DPite the official neutrality of the United States, had privately chosen

sides. As the new year 1915 dawned, United States representatives on

the continent watched the agony of Europe deepen as she writhel "in the

I
.
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