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The Color Wheel

ARCH 408 Making Place: Takoma Langley Corridor Isles
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Prototyp e E ngagement Resp onses

ZeŇection

�ommunity /nteraction with �olor theel

�reating and sustaining familyͲoriented spaces that encourage interaction is essential 
in fostering a sense of belonging and community. These spaces serve as more than 
just physical locations, becoming sites of shared memories, support, and cultural 
eǆchange. /t’s equally important to recogniǌe the oŌen unheard voices of the 
community members who regularly occupy these spaces. Their eǆperiences, needs, 
and histories should inform how these environments evolve. �nother important lesson 
is understanding the cultural signifigance of spaces and what that means for both 
business owners alongside local customers as the Purple >ine cionstruction continues.

 To further engage the community, informational cards were oīered to patrons who would visit the 
prototype. The card oīered opportunities for creativity in a design pattern that could be colored, which 
was mainly focused towards children Θ young adults. The main focus of the card was for participants to 
answer the questions attached. Yuestions varied through each card, asking what about the shopping 
center brings them joy, what is most important to them about the space, and what they would be curious 
about for the Takoma >angley �rossroads’ future. &rom there, they could place their answers on the �olor 
theel. Zeception was mainly positive, as many used the card to celebrate aspects such as the space’s 
cultural significance Θ importance of community. They found the idea eǆciting as it allowed for community 
members to share their opinions and ideas. There were also many discussions about focusing on creating 
familyͲoriented spaces on the site. Business owners and customers alike liked the idea of the color wheel’s 
implementation, which raised another important question about whether the idea could be a reality.

�olor theel �ngagement /nteraction Photos
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Bl & Bes

B I N G O

Triv ia Card

Triv ia Card O v erv iew

Prizes

Final Version
Drafts

Second Revisions
New Color Palette

E v ent B u siness E ngagment
/nitially, people were hesitant about the scavenger hunt and activities attached, but through multiple interactions people became more com-
fortable with eǆploration. The trivia cards were then handed out to people as they walk by, more incentive to visit businesses alongside the 
activities. This also gave incentive to customers to find other businesses Θ have conversations with staī. tith the scavenger hunt, businesses 
were also encouraged to interact with community members. ^ome owners such as ^an �lejo Θ t/ngstop provided food for volunteers and peo -
ple walking by. Baleadas �ǆpress and �� Blades Θ Braids set up shop outside and oīered hair braiding and refreshments to those walking by. To 
highlight the busineeses who contributed, artwork and murals celebrating the event were put in front of the businesses.

ZeŇection
Kne key takeaway was the vital relationship between the community and local businesses, many of which are small and familyͲoriented. 
These businesses are  woven into the social and cultural fabric of the neighborhood. ,ighlighting and supporting them not only preserves 
local identity but also builds trust and pride within the community.  �nother takeaway is the importance role that arrt played with business 
interaction. �rt plays a powerful role in this dynamic, oīering a creative and accessible way to foster connection. thether through murals, 
installations, or communityͲled projects, art invited participation and dialogue, turning everyday spaces into plaƞorms for shared meaning. 

Business /nteraction Photos

�rt ^tudio �halking and Murals Photos

First Iteration

&abric ^hakers



The Color Wheel

Process

Pictures of Priting PressPrints on Board

Press Print

Ghost Print

Diagram of Priting Press

Assembled the cut pieces to create 
two printers,  

Training session done by 
artist/printer, Heather McMordie. 
We made the final adjustments to
the printers.  

At the event, the printing press grabbed  
attention from children to elderly, they 
enjoyed creating their prints! 

Got all materials, and lasercut
them following the instructions.  
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Community members most frequently expressed their interest in seeing

more flowers and trees, outdoor markets, and spaces for kids. Shady

seating, murals, and live music were also popular, indicating the 

community’s desire for comfort, visual interest, and entertainment. The

high interest in kid-friendly and family-oriented spaces suggests that

the community values inclusive, multi-generational spaces. Overall, the

data gathered from the event supports the need for creating a more

vibrant, welcoming, and green environment that encourages

people to gather, relax and return more often.

Activity Board 1 Activity Board 2

According to the data from the Bloom and Beats event, the most common 

activity at Takoma/Langley Crossroads is grocery shopping, followed by 

running errands and eating lunch. This suggests that many people visit the 

shopping center for essential needs and quick meals. There is also a notable 

presence of people working or going to the bank, showing that the site 

serves both customers and employees. Social and leisure activities like 

meeting friends,walking, or visiting salons were less frequent, highlighting 

the area’s more functional use. This data suggests a need to add more 

opportunities for social engagement and relaxation to increase the site’s 

appeal and encourage longer stays. Community Input: Activity Boards

“Clean”

“My bank is here”

“Wants to widen car entrance”
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Mural Spot

Community Input: Site Model

MEET THE COLOR WHEEL......

SPIRAL 
COUNT: 4

DONUT
COUNT: 4

ZIG-ZAG
COUNT: 4

RING
COUNT: 4
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NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE

PURPOSE:

CREATES AN IMMERSIVE, PROCESSIONAL 
EXPERIENCE.

IDEAL FOR FESTIVAL WALK-THROUGHS, 
PERFORMANCES, OR EXHIBITIONS.

VISITORS MOVE THROUGH THE CENTER 
WITH PODS ENGAGING FROM BOTH SIDES.

FESTIVE LAYOUT

SITE PLAN 

NEW HAMPSHIRE AVE

PURPOSE:

DESIGNED FOR ONE-ON-ONE
 INTERACTION OR SHARED SEATING.

ENCOURAGES PERSONAL CONVERSATIONS
 AND INTIMATE MOMENTS.

FRIEND LAYOUT

SITE PLAN 

PURPOSE:

IDEAL FOR GROUP CONVERSATIONS, SHARED

 STORYTELLING, OR COLLABORATIVE ACTIVITIES.

BALANCED AND SYMMETRICAL — 

GOOD FOR FAMILIES OR FRIEND GROUPS WHO 

WANT TO INTERACT AS A WHOLE.

FAMILY LAYOUT

SITE PLAN 

LAYOUT

Blocking off the main entrance and 

reimagining the parking lot as a  green space 

with trees and benches. Creates a 

pedestrian-friendly zone and allows

for plenty of seating space.

Setting up benches near trees

allows for extra shade and a quiet 

spot for resting or conversation. 

Four benches facing each other

with a tree in the center. Creates

an intimate gathering space. 

Blocking off the main entrance and adding

 a small green space with trees for creating 

a barrier between the street and people. The 

benches with the planter create a welcoming

space for people to sit, pause, and interact with 

the environment.

Pocket Park

Shaded Seating

Green Corridor

Benches Around a Tree

Transformation of a single parking space into 

a small seating area on a ground mural.

The planters allow for a buffer between the

seating area and parking lot. 

Configurations from 
the Community:

“The sidewalks on either side

of the parking lot are too thin” 

“If the main entrance to the

parking lot was widened, it

would be less congested” 

Quotes: 

“Blocking off the alleyway could 
work since it is not as used, but 
blocking off the main entrance 

would not work since it gets 
a lot of traffic.” - Officers
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S HO P D RAW IN G S

CN C CU TTIN G

B U ILD IN G  

PAIN TIN G

We encountered a setback when the CNC machine in the architecture 
building broke down. Fortunately, we were able to use the CNC 
machine in the Art Department. Brandon assisted us by preparing the 
files, setting up the machine, and helping cut all the pieces.

Starting with a 3D model, we created detailed shop drawings for 
each piece of the prototype. These drawings provided precise 
dimensions for each component and served as a visual reference 
during the building process.

CNC MACHINE TRANSPORTING PIECES

PROCESS SKETCHES

We began assembly by carefully measuring and aligning the pieces 
and legs to fit securely inside the bench structure. Holes were drilled, 
and each section was screwed together.

We chose vibrant colors inspired by the Takoma Langley logo and 
mural. The half-circle design represents how individual pieces 
come together and can be rearranged to form full circles in various 
orientations, emphasizing flexibility and unity.

We consulted with woodworking experts to refine our 
construction approach. Marty in the wood shop advised on 
connecting components, especially the arched piece, while Ted 
at Ferris Custom Carpentry provided CNC cutting insights and 
helped with our bench assembly plan. 

FARRIS CUSTOM CARPENTRY 

PAINTING BENCHES

INITIAL SKETCHESCOLOR MOCK-UP

MARTY KOELSCH
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Prototyp e Process
The Color Wheel
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May 9, 2025PROTOTYPE DIMENSIONS

TABLE & STOOL DIMENSIONS3D MODEL

CONNECTION SKETCHES

AD V ICE  

1. 2. 3. 4. 5.



LESSONS LEARNED
The Color Wheel
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#1 DOWELS

#2 WOOD DRILLING JIG #4 HOLE LOCATIONS

#5 CNC WOOD CUTTING MACHINE BREAKDOWN#3 SCREWS  or  BOLTS

Early in the project we had proposed 
to use square dowels, but we 
soon learned that the edges of the 
square dowels would compete 
with the lines of the arching 
wings. We placed circular dowels 
instead so that the dowels look planar 
and this way allow the wings to be 
the central focus of attention. 

So we learned that using circular 
dowels looks better for our design. 
However, this decision drove us into a 
unique problem seen in #2.

The aesthetics and safety of our 
prototype were important issues. 
We believed using screws would make 
the arches look downgraded. Instead 
we wanted to have the entire arch 
assembled using nuts and bolts for 
aesthetic reasons and to be able to 
take it apart and reassemble the parts 
again. Unfortunately, we did not make 
a decision in time, and this brought 2 
end results. First, the holes were not 
perforated during the CNC cutting 
process, and second, the screws were 
not ordered in time. So the consequent 
solution was to align the arch pieces 
the best we could and adhere them 
using 4 screws on both sides at the 
attached pieces. It did not look bad 
until we inevitably had to use screws to 
attach the dowels to the arches, which 
led us to issue #4.
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MARK E T S TALL ARCHE D  W ALK W AY S PIRAL S E ATIN G

Perspective 01

Perspective 02

Perspective 03





Prototyp e at the E v ent
The Color Wheel
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Lessons learned about the Prototype through “Blooms and Beats” Event:

Transportation: manually adjusting positions is pretty simple (2 person job min), but transportation by car requires space

Configurations: there are multiple, and one that we improvised at the end to fit the event. The prototype is adaptable.

Location: People were less likely to interact with the prototype in the alley, but when placed on the sidewalk, people were 

more likely to look at and interact with it. The alley can be deep and more secluded, while the sidewalk is open.

Community Engagement: Most people didn’t know they were allowed to sit on the Prototype. But those that did used it 

as a shady refuge, seating for watching performances, and even used the seats as a table to fill out our question slips. 

TAKOMA LANGLEY 
CROSSROADS
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 TABLES TABLES

CO MMU N ITY  E N G AG E ME N T S ID E W ALK  CO N FIG U RATIO N S ID E W ALK  U S AG E

O PTIO N  1 PRO TO TY PE  PLACE ME N T IN  PLAN
1 / 2”  =  1 ’  0”

O PTIO N  2 O PTIO N  3

PRO TO TY PE  IN  ALLE Y

CO N FIG U RATIO N  PLAN S
1 ”  =  1 ’  0“
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