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Challenges

● Spreadsheets not in the same format as those from The Beast

○ (plus, we had a converter we could use to get from The Beast to EAD)

● Database exports needed to be separated out from the master tables 

by collection and merged.

○ This was already done by SCUA

● No .csv import of finding aid data function native in ArchivesSpace

○ Plugins available, but that required developer time that was not available





by owlpacino (CC-BY-ND 2.0)
https://flic.kr/p/6vwycW

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/


Additional arguments
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Real talk



csv2ead -c afl-cio-inventory.csv 

-d RG99-001 -l "[collection title]" 

-g [start date] --enddate [end date] 

-x "extent" 

--scope "[scope and contents note]" 

> output.xml











Next steps

● Clean up code revisions to Stead
○ Documentation
○ Share back with Jason Ronallo/NCSU

● Problem items
○ Some collections require A LOT of additional manual work to get into the 

template and go through the Stead conversion
● Final review by Labor.

○ Everything is getting reviewed, and having content that could not be 
added via conversion added after the fact prior to being published.
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Questions?

Thanks!
blparker@umd.edu


