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The Spring 2025 UMD CRPM Architecture studio (ARCH408) and Art studio (ARTT427) worked in partnership with TLCDA to engage 
with participating businesses in order to hear their stories and share their vision for the future of the Takoma Langley Crossroads. 
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The Purple Line light rail construction is currently disrupting commerce in the Takoma Langley Crossroads, adversely affecting its many small 
businesses and contributing to a sense of uncertainty and vulnerability. While the hope is that the new light rail and subsequent development will 
eventually contribute to the Purple Line Corridor Coalition’s (PLCC) Goal 4 — the “creation of vibrant and sustainable communities that enhance 
health, culture, and a sense of place,” it is difficult to envision this future right now.

However, Creative Placemaking (CRPM) can play a vital role in shaping and imaging that future, helping the surrounding communities navigate 
change . Since its founding in 2013, PLCC has been working with CRPM to advance PLCC’s Goal 4 through CRPM studios.  This year’s effort 
focused on Takoma Langley Crossroads. The team envisioned a culminating festival that involved both CRPM studios and local artists.  UMD staff, 
faculty and students in The Purple Line Corridor Coalition, the UMD Creative Placemaking (CRPM) minor studios,  and PALS worked with the 
Takoma Langley Crossroads Development Authority (TLCDA) to create this spark focusing on animating a block of businesses.
 
The Spring 2025 UMD CRPM Architecture studio (ARCH408) and CRPM Art studio (ARTT427) worked in partnership with TLCDA to 
activate the area and learn from local businesses, to hear their owners stories and spark a conversation about the future. This presentation 
includes student research as well as final work from both classes. Research included precedent studies, site analysis and documentation, a 
movement workshop and a business engagement plan to learn from visits to the shops and learn their stories. This initial work informed the 
design of the art students’ mosaic covered planters and the architecture students’ seating/planter prototype, as well as the spatial and activity 
planning of the Block Party and the design of strategies for people to learn about the businesses and imagine other futures at the event. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Making Place : Takoma Langley Crossroads Green Isles

Zoom out: The Metro Purple Line and its relation to Takoma Langley Crossroads Shopping Center.



As mentioned, this project employs temporary Creative 
Placemaking to advance the long term goals of “improving walkability, 
sustainability, celebrating the local culture, strengthening and 
deepening overall community engagement, and supporting local 
businesses along New Hampshire Avenue.” Currently, Takoma Langley 
Crossroads has little greenery or areas of rest on site, so the intention 
was to incorporate seating prototypes and planters within the stripmall 
along New Hampshire Ave. temporarily as a first step in developing 
permanent improvements in community engagement, seating, and 
greenery in the future. 

To support the local businesses, The City of Takoma Park 
granted TLCDA funds to increase greenery, lighting, and business 
support, allowing UMD Creative Placemaking to partner with them to 
develop a masterplan to implement these changes . By further 
developing the area the the Purple Line light rail passes through, the 
the stripmall will hopefully regain foot traffic and offset business 
decline during the construction. 
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 First, UMD’s ARCH408 class would meet with TLCDA and businesses within the mall to gauge 
the owners’ concerns and priorities as students brainstormed ways to improve the space. After 
speaking with business owners, envisioning a future where people walked and biked to the businesses 
from the Purple Line and the neighborhoods, the studio would then develop a series of oases, places 
for people to stop and play, relax, or dine. These delightful “green isles” would include new planters 
and furniture to support gathering and activate the area currently reserved for cars. 

These green isles would then be put on display in the culminating festival that would excite 
the community and  suggest ways to incorporate the tiled planters created by Prof. Brandon 
Donahue-Shipp’s Paint on Site Studio as a first step in developing long term methods to celebrating 
the area and attracting customers to the local businesses. 
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The Takoma Langley Crossroads Development Authority is a key partner in 
this project, representing the interests of business and property owners in 
the Crossroads. By collaborating with their organization, we were given the 
opportunity to engage with and work alongside business owners to develop 
events and solutions to community concerns while also keeping PLCC’s Goal 4 
in mind.

“Our mission is to support and enhance the vitality of the Takoma/Langley 
Crossroads commercial district through strategic marketing, safety initiatives 
and collaborative efforts for a welcoming and prosperous business 
community.

Our vision is to foster a thriving multicultural commercial district 
developments, cultural vibrancy and community well-being. 

Our core values are inclusivity, innovation, stewardship, and community 
empowerment.”

https://takomalangley.org/about/ 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Who is T. L. C. D. A. ?

https://takomalangley.org/about/


“Participatory design is not a hippie, romantic, let’s-all-dream-together-about-the-future-of-the-city kind 
of thing. It is actually, not even...trying to find the right answer. It is mainly trying to identify, with precision, 
what is the right question.” – Alejandro Aravena 2016 Pritzker Prize winning architect, who curated the 
2016 Venice Architecture Biennale, Reporting From the Front

The plan for the project was to take ARCH408’s masterplan and prototype incorporate reused planters (from 
Brandon Donahue-Shipp’s ARTT427 Paint on Site CRPM Studio) to help maintain and attract customers to the 
local businesses, which have been adversely affected by the Purple Line construction project.

This section shows the final products of ARTT427’s work incorporating color, vibrance, and wonder into their 
mosaic planters.

 ARTT 427 : Paint on Site CRPM Studio
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Pictures here

These are images of the student-made planters being used as decorations and buffers between cars and the festival activities during the 
May 3rd festival.



Dreamscape : (noun) - a term that blends the concepts of dreaming and landscape or scene-making. It 
refers to the idea of creating or visualizing a dreamlike environment, either in one's own mind or as a form of 
artistic expression. Merriam-Webster Dictionary online

Design began after the completion of the creative placemaking precedents, site analysis, and the business 
engagement. Assignment #3A: “Dreamscapes and Islands” invites students to consider what they had 
learned and to imagine what was possible. These quick placemaking explorations were aimed at imagining a 
pedestrian friendly area, that included greenery, seating, innovative programming, and public space. The 
method was simple- select a site photo of the site as it is now, and using digital collage, show us what could 
be.  Think both big and small. Consider how things could change with a quick intervention, and how might that 
lead to something more permanent: 1 day, 1 month, 10 years, 50 years, 100 years....?

After creating their “Dreamscapes,” students were asked to propose island designs that take their big ideas 
and bring them into the reality of the site and what is currently plausible to create.  Students were asked to 
consider what they observed on site and heard from the businesses as they developed designs.

D R E A M S C A P E S     A N D    I S L A N D S
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