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Introduction

The Digital Humanities Data Curation (DHDC) institute series is a collaborative initiative led by
the Maryland Institute for Technology in the Humanities in cooperation with the Women Writers
Project, and the Center for Informatics Research in Science and Scholarship at the Graduate
School of Library and Information Science (GSLIS), at the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign. DHDC is designed to serve as an opportunity for humanities scholars with
all levels of expertise—from beginners to the most advanced—to receive guidance in
understanding the role of data curation in enriching humanities research projects. By the
conclusion of each institute, participants will be adept in formulating solutions for existing
challenges and will be able to document their data curation strategies in the form of a data
curation plan and strategic risk assessment. The aggregation of resources and responses from
across the institute’s three events will also create a cohort of scholars focused on
discipline-specific curation practices and skills.

Activities from October 1, 2012-July 31, 2013
Technical Development of the DH Curation Guide

The DH Curation Guide is a community-based curricular resource, providing an annotated,
contextualized listing of key resources for understanding data curation in the humanities. The
Guide was first developed at the University of Illinois as part of an IMLS-funded project
dedicate to extending data curation to the humanities. For the DHDC institutes, the Guide will
serve as a resource base and also as a mode of wider dissemination for the knowledge that is
shared within the institute events: resources and annotations that arise through the presentations,
discussion, and working groups will be logged into the Guide by the graduate student
respondent. During this performance period, the project team shifted the Guide’s hosting from
Illinois to Maryland and also transitioned to a simpler platform that will reduce the overall time
expended for programming and content management. A web page announcing the first DHDC
institute was also added to http://dhcuration.org/institute/, and a screenshot of the institute page
is included as Appendix A.

Curriculum Development

Due to Carole Palmer’s planned sabbatical in Spring 2013, the project team began curricular
development earlier than anticipated in order to benefit from Palmer’s data curation expertise
and prior experience in developing and running the IMLS-funded Summer Institutes in Data
Curation from 2008-2011. Trevor Muiioz, Julia Flanders, and Dorothea Salo took the lead in
planning a three-day curriculum, which is included as Appendix B. Each day of the workshop is
comprised of presentations by session leaders, case studies, hands on activities, and group
discussions. For our upcoming institute, Dr. Ted Underwood, Associate Professor of English at
the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, has agreed to share a local case study presenting



his experiences and personal challenges addressing data curation issues related to his research,
which includes running a variety of algorithmic approaches against large-scale text corpora for
literary history analysis.

Planning First Institute and Participant Recruitment

Our first Digital Humanities Data Curation Institute was held at Graduate School of Library and
Information Science at the University of Illinois, June 24-26, 2013. Planning for this event
constituted one of the primary activities of this reporting period. All key planning activities
occurred as planned and on schedule, including making local arrangements for meeting space
and housing, creating an institute page on the DH Curation website, issuing a call for
applications, reviewing applications, and notifying participants of their acceptance.

The project team had not, however, anticipated the overwhelming positive response to our call
for applications. In total, we received 111 applications for our first institute, which is limited to
20 participants. In addition to institute applications, another 225 people signed up to receive
more information about future workshops. Our first round of applicants’ demographics ranged
from local to international with 18 faculty members, 45 library and information science
professionals, 7 alternative academics, 36 graduate students, and 5 others. With an 18%
acceptance rate, we were able to be highly selective in our choice of participants, but this
response indicates the need to develop methods for outreach at a larger scale. To best serve

the needs of the broader DH community, we are making every effort to encourage remote
participation by posting curricular materials online following the workshop.

Changes in Methods, Roles, or Work Plan

Shortly after the DHDC project was awarded grant funding, the project team revised the
budget based on several factors. As stated above, we discovered that shifting the DH Curation
Guide to a simpler platform would reduce our need for a programmer and allow for more
streamlined content creation and management. Ultimately, we chose not to hire a programmer.
In doing so we increased our funds for a graphic designer in year one and a graduate student
respondent, hired through the Center for Informatics Research, in years one and two.

We also budgeted funds to ensure that the project coordinator and the graduate student
respondent are able to attend the second and third institutes at the University of Maryland and
Brown University. Increasing the time commitment of the graduate student respondent will
prove invaluable in maintaining an ongoing connection with institute participants through the DH
Curation Guide. The student’s presence at the institutes will also allow us to more quickly and
efficiently integrate materials coming out of the institute with the DH Curation Guide. Finally, we
decreased Carole Palmer’s efforts in year one due to her sabbatical leave in Spring 2013. This
allowed us to budget support for an extra alternative academic participant at any one DHDC
institute in the series.



During this performance period, we hired Alison Fenlon as our graduate student respondent.
Fenlon is pursuing a master’s degree at the Graduate School of Library and Information Science
at the University of Illinois, and she currently works as a graduate assistant at the Center for
Informatics Research in Science and Scholarship. As an undergraduate student at the
University of Denver, she studied English, German, and Creative Writing.

Next Steps

In the upcoming performance period (August 1, 2013-September 30, 2013), the project team
will:

Post edited curricular materials from first DHDC Institute to DH Curation Guide

Maintain ongoing relationships for the cohort from the first DHDC Institute, which includes
soliciting updates and facilitating ongoing virtual discussion

Complete interim evaluation survey of participants from first DHDC Institute

Plan second DHDC Institute at the University of Maryland

Recruit the second round of DHDC participants



Appendix A: Screenshot of the Digital Humanities Data Curation IATDH Page

h d DIGITAL HUMANITIES
DATA CURATION

About  Institute Workshops - DH Curation Guide - Contact

Digital Humanities Data Curation Institute

A generous grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities will support a serles
of three-day worksheps to introduce humanists, librarians, and advanced graduate
students to the principles and practices of data curation.

About the Institute

Carrying out research with digital i bothsc

understand how te manage and curate dataover its entire lifetime of interest. At the least,individual scholars must be able to

document their data curation i purveyorsof The three-
provide a: introductery gi indatac tices, focusing on the special

y 9
issues and challenges of data curation in the digital humanities. Learning will be largely case-based, supplemented by short
lectures, guest presentations, and practical exercises.

Al participants il lso have access o an online resource for sharing knawledge about data curation or the humanities.This
resource willbuildon material rom the existing DH Curation Guide

Participantswillearn howito:

+ Model humanities data for sustainable computational research
* Identify, assess and mitigate riskstothelr data Learn how to Apply
+ Baluate working with datafr uratorial

perspective Seethe Schedule
+ Plan andimplement datamanagement during all phasesof a

project’s lifecycle

Leverage data curation skillsto improve scholarly publicatins,
grant applications,and promotion dossiers
Understand and stay current with the |andscape of data curation
research

(Contact Us

-

.

Instructors

+ Trevor Mufioz, University of Maryland
« JuliaFlanders, Women Writers Project, Brown University
« DorotheaSalo, School of L Studies, University of Wi Madi

Audience

The Digital H ities Data Curation Institute aimedat iti —whether traditional faculty or
alternative (alt-ac) professionals— aswell aslibrarians, archivists, other information professionals, and advanced graduate
students.

To view the webpage in its entirety, please visit http://dhcuration.org/institute/.



Appendix B: Curriculum for First DHDC Institute

Day One

9:00-9:15

Welcome

9:15-9:30
Carole Palmer, Digital Humanities Data Curation in the Data Curation Education Program

(DCEP) context

9:30-10:00

Introduction to Humanities Data Curation, Part 1

10:00-10:15
Break

10:15-11:00

Introduction to Humanities Data Curation, Part 2
Discussion of pre-workshop readings

11:00-12:30

Participant Introductions
Data Profiles

12:30-2:00
Lunch

2:00-3:00

Social Dimensions of Data Curation

3:00-5:00

Data Management and Data Management Planning


http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcirssweb.lis.illinois.edu%2FProject%2Fproject-details.php%3Fid%3D19&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEpj0Eut8VsZ7bVZg97NkwP7wYllA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcirssweb.lis.illinois.edu%2FProject%2Fproject-details.php%3Fid%3D19&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEpj0Eut8VsZ7bVZg97NkwP7wYllA

Data Management Planning Tools

Day Two

9:00-10:00
Nature of data and digital objects

10:00-10:15
Break

10:15-11:30

Tour of Data Curation Systems and Platforms

11:30-12:30
Data Curation Case Study: Ted Underwood, Associate Professor of English, University of

Illinois

12:30-2:00
Lunch

2:00-3:30
Case Study Problem Solving and Discussion

3:30-3:45
Break

3:45-5:00
The Role of Collections

Collection Evaluation

Day Three

9:00-11:00

Data Curation Practice



Curating Data from New York Public Library's "What's On the Menu"

11:00-11:15
Break

11:15-12:30
Data and the Law

12:30-2:00
Lunch

2:00-3:30

Risk assessment & Mitigation, Sustainability

3:30-4:00

What to do next and how to stay current

4:00-5:00

Wrap up and final questions

Slide sets and other curricular materials can be found on the institute wiki space:
https.//github.com/digital-humanities-data-curation/dhdc-workshop/wiki



https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fgithub.com%2Fdigital-humanities-data-curation%2Fdhdc-workshop%2Fwiki&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNE1smq22nJsTP4qZbmq-B4Xogmmtw

