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DELIVERABLES

Part A. Historic Context Part B. Public Facing
Statement and Presentation Materials




e Printed deliverable to give
information about key sites
and the research process

e Created in the DIY and
colorful style of music zines
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~ Sis’s Tavern
3 Constructed circa 1912 as a grocery, Sis’s Tavern has a
| vibrant history as a store, nightclub, and barbershop.
The space became Sis’s in the ‘50s, hosting famous
musicians like Duke Ellington and Pearl Bailey as well
as performances by burlesque dancers and “female-
impersonators.”
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LIVE! From Prince George's Counby

From the turn of the twentieth century through the early twenty-first century, o wealth
of musicians performed in Prince George's County. Genres performed included but
are not limited to Gospel, Country, Bluegrass and Folk, Rhythm and Blues, Jazz, Big

Band, Latin, Heavy Metal and Rock, Caribbean, Disco, Go-go, Punk, Rap and Hip-hop.

The popularity and presence of these genres in the county expanded mainly in
conjunction with the growth of the federal government and people moving to the
Washington, D.C., area. As D.C. expanded, so did Prince George's County. The
number of incorporated communities, neighborhoods, and churches grew throughout
the mid-twentieth century to accommodate those working in D.C. and within the

burgeoning University of Maryland system. Once constructed, the Capital Beltway (I-

495) passed through Prince George's County, and with it rose the need and desire of

travelers to partake in the nightlife and music scene of the county. This project
explores the music venues of Prince George's County in order to tell its unique history
of music, community, and place
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THE CAPITALE

CENTRE

Home to sports and live
music from 1973 to 2002,
the Capital Centre was an
< innovative entertainment
arena brought to life by
local entrepreneur Abe
Pollin. The venue hosted

performances from the likes MO
AN

of Elton John, Stevie
o Wonder, Judas Priest, and
Rare Essence.

Detail Map of
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DIGITAL ZINE

ArcGIS Story Map

e Key sites
e Interactive map for use by the

Large Kettering
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e Each team member chose a genre or
site to feature in their Instagram Reel
— e Social media to reach a broader
SEE——— audience
e Incorporated posts and content fro
our research process

Message



MOYAONE - SIS'S TAVERN BOWIE HIGH SCHOOL. THE CAPITAL CENTRE CLUB HILLBILLY - BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY KING KONG RESTAURANT -GEE'S O'BRIEN'S
FROM PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY P o S I E R S
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PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY IS LOCATED PRIMARILY IN THE COASTAL

PLAIN OF MARYLAND, CHARACTERIZED BY ITS PROXIMITY TO THE H_H‘\‘- I.i“ﬂ MI.ISiE "B““Hs

CHESAPEAHE BAY AND A FLAT OR GENTLY ROLLING LANDSCAPE WITH # = ’
TIDAL WATERWAYS FED BY THE CHESAPEAKE, POTOMAC AND “ollege / r P R
PATUXENT RIVERS. PRIOR TO SETTLER COLONIALISM, PRINCE C é “ rl““ﬂ E“ruu s

GEORGE'S COUNTY WAS FORESTED BY HARDWOODS AND THE RUSHES,
County, Maryland
]
“

SAGES, AND GRASSES OF TIDAL ESTUARIES. THESE NATURAL
RESOURCES WERE A PART OF THE LIFEWAYS OF THE PISCATAWAY, A
STATE-RECOGNIZED TRIBE WHOSE PARTIAL ANCESTRAL HOMELAND
RESIDES IN PRESENT-DAY PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY.

M0 SYDIN SYTIHL  ANTD UiddNS S.HIGIN0D AN

BEFORE COLONIZERS ESTABLISHED POLITICAL BOUNDARIES DEFINING
THE STATE AND COUNTIES IN MARYLAND AND BEFORE COLOMNIZERS
PERFORMED MUSIC ON LAND THEY BELIEVED BELONGED TO NO ONE,
THE PISCATAWAY PERFORMED THEIR OWN SONGS AND DANCES.
PISCATAWAY MUSIC EXISTED, AND CONTINUES TO EXIST, ON THREE
DIFFERENT PLANES- SOCIAL, SPIRITUAL (AS BOTH MEDICINE AND FOR
HEALING), AND PERSONAL. MUSIC IS PERFORMED FOR DANCES, SOCIAL
GATHERINGS, HONORING OF LIFE EVENTS, HEALING, AND COMING
HOME.

Detail Map of
Brentwood Arca
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e Gives more in-depth
information of key sites and
research process

e First poster inspired by Globe

posters

OFFICIALLY ESTABLISHED IN 1496 AS A PART OF THE EARLY MARYLAND
COLONY, PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY HAS BEEN HISTORICALLY A MIX
OF URBAN AND RURAL, FARMING AND MANUFACTURING, THE
COUNTY'S PROXIMITY TO THE NATION'S CAPITAL, CHESAPEAKE BAY,
AND SIGNIFICANT COASTAL CITIES LIKE BALTIMORE AND ANNAPOLIS
HAVE EACH HAD THEIR IMPACT ON THE ECONOMY AND PRACTICES
WITHIN PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY. AS AN EARLY PORT TOWN, IN 1752
UPPER MARLBORO STAGED WHAT MAY BE THE EARLIEST AMERICAN
OPERA AND ORCHESTRAL ACCOMPANIMENT. FORMAL MUSIC IN EARLY
PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY DID NOT HAVE SPECIFIC STRUCTURES
ASSOCIATED WITH IT- MUSIC WAS PERFORMED IN MULTIPURPOSE
SPACES SUCH AS CONVERTED BARNS, WAREHOUSES, AND CHURCHES.

FROM THE TURN OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY THROUGH THE EARLY
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY, A WEALTH OF MUSIC AND MUSIC GENRES
WERE PERFORMED WIDELY IN THE UNITED STATES AND, MOST
IMPORTANTLY, IN PRINGE GEORGE'S COUNTY. GENRES PERFORMED
INCLUDED BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO GOSPEL, COUNTRY, BLUEGRASS
AND FOLK, RHYTHM AND BLUES, JAZZ, BIG BAND, LATIN, HEAVY METAL
AND ROCK, CARIBBEAN, DISCO, GO-GO, PUNK, RAP AND HIP-HOP. THE
POPULARITY AND PRESENCE OF THESE GENRES IN THE COUNTY
EXPANDED LARGELY IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE GROWTH OF THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AND FOLKS FLOGKING TO WASHINGTON D.C.
AS D.C. EXPANDED, SO DID PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY. THE NUMBER
OF INCORPORATED COMMUNITIES, NEIGHEORHOODS, AND CHURCHES
GREW THROUGHOUT THE MID-TWENTIETH CENTURY TO ’ 0 0.204 16
ACCOMMODATE THOSE WORKING IN D.C. AND WITHIN THE 2 ™ o™ s ™ s [ V11574

BURGEONING UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND SYSTEM. SOON, THE CAPITAL

BELTWAY PASSED THROUGH PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, AND WITHIT,

THE NEED AND DESIRE OF TRAVELERS TO PARTAKE IN THE NIGHTLIFE

AND MUSIC SCENE OF THE COUNTY.
x =

THIS PROJECT EXPLORES THE MUSIC VENUES OF PRINCE
GEORGE'S COUNTY IN ORDER TO TELL ITS UNIQUE HISTORY OF
MUSIC, COMMUNITY, AND PLACE. CONTEXTUALIZING THE
DEVELOPMENT OF MUSIC IN PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY WITH
THE DEVELOPMENT OF CRAFT, GOVERNANCE, AND CULTURE, THIS
PROJECT RECOGNIZES THAT MUSIC IN THE COUNTY HAS LONG
BEEN ENSHRINED BY LOCAL ARTISTS IN MURAL AND SCULPTURAL
WORHS IN THE FORM OF PUBLIC ART. THIS IS ONE FORM OF
RECOGNIZING THIS IMPORTANT HISTORY, ADJACENT TO THIS IS
THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THESE SPACES ON THE LANDSCAPE.

LEARN MORE

IMAGES FROM LEFT TO RIGHT AND TOP TO BOTTOM:
WILKERSON, RACHEL. 2024, LIVE MUSIC VENUES IN PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, SITES IDENTIFIED BY
CRESCENDO PRESERVATION TEAM. ; PHOTO COURTESY OF HATIE GILL, MUSIC HISTORY, BLADENSBURG, MELISSA
GLASSER BRUZERA, 2024,
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MUSIC SITES ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF
HISTORIC PLACES
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e Deep history -
Piscataway music

e Est. 1696

e County expanded
with the federal
government, UMD
system, Capital
Beltway

Arlington m"f as h i n ‘] ton

Esri, Garmin, NaturalVue, M-NCPPC, VGIN, Esri, TomTom, Garmin, SafeGraph, FAO,
NASA_USGS_EPA_NPS_LUSFWS
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in Prince George’s County
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MUSIC VENUE SITE MAP
1910-2010 . Live Music Venues

¢ of Prince George's
County, Maryland

139 music venue sites identified

27 key sites
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AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY | »
| Nyumburu

Community Center

presents

ARCHIE EDWARDS

".':r_n._mtry Blues Artist |

Wednesdoy
February 24 27, 1980

1:00 AM
3123 Main Dining Hall

NYUMBURU COMMUNITY CENTER ADVERTISEMENT BLACK
EXPLOSION

O

L B i

b o ; b - & "D
CROSSROADS MARK OPSASNICK BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY DUANE LEMPKE, AERIAL VIE




RESERVATION

CULTURAL

Dine and Dance Nightly
to the Rhythm Rockets

Ne Admission Charge

JAZZ, CARIBBEAN TEMPOS

. . . fron page 4.

ward 1o playing on cold days,” says
stafford. “That’s why | don’t play in
the marching band.”

OEL VILMENAY: USING MUSIC
O RELAY POLITICAL MESSAGES

He is of Haitian descent and carry-
ng on the culture of the Caribbean.
joel Vilmenay, a senior RTVF major
with a minor in music, plays for
Washington Express.

Washington Express consists of
eleven members, including
Vilmenay. Most of the members are
from Haiti. The group has a three
piece horn section, unlike most

Large Dance Floor
@uality Foods and Mixed Drinks

On & Off Sale of Beverages
No Minors Allowed

-"r"l'
No Cover
Ne Minimum

CLUB LA CONGA

North of Campu:

3

THE DIAMONDBACK 1956

Latin-Carribean groups, which have
five pieces, according to Vilmenay.

The group worked on the album,
which started taking shape after
President Jean Claude Duvalier was
overthrown, for nine months.
Released in mid-March, the album
urges all Haitians to provide for

Haiti by helping to rebuild the state.

The group has played in
Philadelphia and New Jersey as well
as D.C., where the group was
originally formed. Last summer,
they played at a festival, which was
broadcasted live on WHUR.

Currently on contract to record a
second album, the group has focus-

1 on fast, upbeat, dance tempos.

An original member, VYilmenay

joined three years ago and is the on-
ly trumpet player in the group. In-
terested in music since junior high
school, Vilmenay says he wanted to
expand and experience different
musical art forms.

This album, entitled “Message”,
reflects the Latin-Carribean culture
with calypso, salsa, and merengue
influences. The group tried to be
versatile in the styles represented on

the album. Most of the tracks are in .

Spanish. It will be distributed
throughout Africa, Haiti, the Carri-
bean, Europe, as well as the United
States.

Vilmenay's musical background is
diverse as well. Growing up he
played with many groups including

ECLIPSE ARTICLE 1988

9412 Balto. Ave., College Pk. [

a go-go band. He has played fo
Liberty Day Weekend Celebra
in New York, Adams Morgan'’s
for the past two years, agg
promotional performances

His talents, like Stafford’
beyond the horn. He also
keyboard and some p
instruments.

Former member of the U
Marching Band, he plans to
one of the jazz bands on ¢
However, playing and perf®M
are secondary for him.

Right now he is trying
graduate. Despite the back bu
position of his trumpet, Viime
says he will always continue to
“l don’t intend to ever stop.”

FIGHTING STUBBORN BLAZE — Firemen

and injured seven nther persons. The fire in
upstairs apartments had a big start on fire-
men before the first alarm was sounded at
5.04 a.m.—Star Staff Photo,

from seven companies surround the La Conga
night club at 9400 Baltimore boulevard to
battle a blaze that cost the life of one woman

EVENING STAR 1959
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WOMEN’S HISTORY

STRICKS RESTAURANT AND BAR

BLAZE STARR
PATSY CLINE 1956 MARYLAND CENTER FOR HISTORY AND CULTURE
BRITANNICA
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LAiien ETES SRAETMENT OF THE |8 TERIOE
BATEISAL Fale WRENIDE

PAGE 4- - THE DIAMONDBACK

Former chaplain will sing

his thing at concert tonight EEEZILIUIASIL
; NATIONAL PARK

D U K E E L L I N GTO N A N D ar E sored by the Campus Christian artist-in-fellowship fund for SER VICE

SISTER ROSETTA THARPE Fellowship will be free but con-  Flanders,
UNIVERSITY DAIRY SALES STORE

MSEEU,STE‘U - Soft Drinks Milk Sandwiches
Fﬂh"!:l:m': Ll'ﬂ:“m of w n : . Ice Cream  Chocolate Milk

It Hapgry Gaedran Fanily anders wil si ber o Sundaes Milk Shak
The Spew Fariy o The Eus Fdpe Quarel S S
Th# Galbesdenl flagiisd ] Pew'? ar
Weddy Eagws] & Suritiers » [be Flosda Baps Bor To Be M. Snack Items
I:'al"'.l"l:r in IJIIH. l ia‘.f!l-'a' ’ Besides cutting a record of one
bt Lewis Farnily = Rex Helon Sin of his hymns, Flanders has per- | pondey through Friday...... s 9:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M,
Heary & Hael Haaghier = The Dioe Echoed fopmed W Sonomts for dormS 1 GErdey & BUBORY e el 12:00 P:M. to 6:00 P.W.
Tedkdy Huftran & the Geres
The Mebg Singers |
Chareh ind Ssrdgr Cetipen growpn (10 of rmorsy !

el T50 1500 Ter pecal rite. | THE bIAMONDBA CK 1968

ant

¢ il
e W Y

NYMBURU CULTURAL CENTER
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LGBTQ+

P.G. Lesbian couple charges county with discrimination

by Mick Bartolomen

A Leshisn couple filked a complsing
with the Prnce George's County Human
Relations Commission recently, alleging
thai the counly s violating s own
homan rghts law by rgoring the Couple
io pay cortsin real estsie transfor tames
which coupsts who am legally marmed
and heleroseaual do not ki 0 pay.

According o documenis provided w
e B ade by e Couple, Daveda Fachen
and Christime Bistany, ithe complaini was
led af the Commisseon § Landower of-
fice Muarch I3

The coupde's complind &lkpes bl
discriminatson based on sexual orcnia-
tion and marital status ook place when
the |'||||p|.-." requested real estale informa-
tion [rom ke county om March 23,
Specihically, the coopke, who stalsd m
their complaint that they Bave 1 “mar-
wd” for 10 years aad “loving amd
represeniad &s 4 family,” wid ryng 5

determme how 0 wansler @ bouse the
coupls parchased wnder Richman's name
o pami

The Comimission complain states (hal
in December 1990, the couple secured a
morgage lor the Cheverly, Md., hotss in
Richeman's name alone, boacasse Bistany
was umemployed st the time. But when
they approached he F Jounty DMHce
of Fisance Treasury Divisson shoul juai-
ling Bistany's name on the house decd,
they were Idd by a clerk that “nnce we
were two women, there would be a trans-
lor tix amd o recodabon i W pay.

“ahe sked if we had o mamiage cer-
tificate, and [we) odd her we bad a cer-
tificate of commitment from the March
on Washingion wadding on Ociober 10,
I9HT." e complainl siated. “She statoed
il we were not legally marmied, we would

couple said the cherk"s sssesament
wikd mederaded by AsscCime County Al

Jougherty. When con-
ed by ¢ Toetday, I}:':uﬁﬂ:rlj'
sinted that it B “spocifically st forth in
our code thal we will nol X~ prORErty
transfers betwoen hushand and wile. The
Bme prvikeges cansol be exiended 0
mmc-scx  couples o common-law
partners, he wid, because such Cimaprkes
wre nol regarded as legally mammiod by the
e,

The couple argucs, howewer, (thal since
the county amended is Human Righis
Code In Juse 1991 1o prohibil discrimina
pon on the bamis of seouald onientalaon 6
bousing. the clerk and Dowgheriy's as-
sessmcnls were acls of discrimination
Bamed bath on conple's sexual orentaton
and muariind saius,

William Welch 5r., cxecutive direcior
ol the o, Sl B could s
conlimm nor demy that the complamt had
boen fibed becawnse regulstions prohibst
ham (roen discaisang o complainl ©antal of

WASHINGTON BLADE 1992

unbess & cand reaches (he sage of [a]
public heanng.™

Hastman sasd the uuup-l: WA COn-
tncied recently by a Human Relations
Commission mvestigaior and wold only
that the counly had responded W ithe
c-:ﬂ'nph'tm in 'n-ririug with ke Commis-
supn, Fichman mad the investigator said
gl las been condcting a (act-finding in-
wvesipsion and wosld noiily e couple
in writing when that investigation is com-
plede.

U prnciple, I'm nod going o pay
them moncy | don't feed | owe them,”
iad Rebman, who citimaled the @macs
amcunt 0 porhaps several huadred dal-
lars. “N ihe Finance Commission says,
"We're goeng 0 make an exception for
you' st doos mol [change the @xing re
queement] across the boand, we've
decided that's not good enough. ™

“The law,” mid Riebman, “has got 1o
change." ¥
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THE PARAGON

BOWIE HIGH SCHOOL BECKI LANZA

BOWIE CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS BECKI LANZA



SERVATION

NANCY WILSON AND ROGER FISHER
DON HAMERMAN

5
| e

ARTHUR WILMER ADDISON SCURLOCK

MARIE ALICE WALLS, COURTESY OF PRINCE
GEORGE’S COUNTY CIVIL RIGHTS TRAIL

cirmes

Washington's Entertainment Monthly FEBRUARY

Volume IIl No. V

15 SEREAN 3

COURTESY OF THE SPECIAL
COLLECTIONS IN PERFORMING
ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF

MARYLAND

KONTUSION AT ATLAS BREWERY LOUIE PALU

COURTESY OF DCPL
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP

BELCHING
ISAT POLITE
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BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY GOSPEL CHOIR, COURTESY OF E ANSIGRIIN NI O N O e O RN o e
JONATHON SAXON

PRINCE GEORGE’'S COUNTY CIVIL RIGHTS
TRAIL




TELESCREEN AND TELESCREEN
57 CONTROLS AT THE CAPITAL
CENTRE, COURTESY OF DCPL
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COURTESY OF THE LAUREL
HISTORY BOYS

COURTESY OF “I LOVED WILMER’S
PARK” FACEBOOK GROUP
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DANCERS PERFORMING, COURTESY OF
CAITLIN HALL




CRAFT :

DIY / GRASSROOTS

A . & iy
iSaturpay, Masch 11 14719 .. 10
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ELLIOT KLAYMAN AND DJ TERRY WI

LSON C.

1984 COURTESY OF DIAMONDBACK PHOTO  WMUC’S FIRST RADIO TOWER COURTESY
COLLECTION, UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES OF DIAMONDBACK PHOTO COLLECTION,

UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES

COURTESY OF THE SPECIAL COLLECTIONS IN
PERFORMING ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND
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epemrn S © Explicit drawing
NG KONG | g
AURANT & BAR & p pt q y ;
e DAL rompts inquir
FLIERS, from page |
ti, chief liquor board inspector, and Marcia Krasnick,
deputy chief liquor board inspector, and at least two
- ; ¥ R - i _ other inspectors and two county police officers.
. At O W : ' o gt ; o, d. T don't think they e “They were most concerned about the fliers and thosé
B kln N o AR ol PR |, L R Y P nsult ing s : responsible for them,” Gomez said. After telling the of:
rea e \‘\‘ S : . n L ey 5 4 : is 1ying ta ban anythi : g B s St B S S 8 ficials he was not responsible for the fliers’ printing or
YT B : il il . oy . . % ' o s e A e e T T : _ posting, he called Mike Belle, the Submensas’ bass player
R Wi . P i ¥ Erch ] se i 1o e T RO and manager, and asked him to get band members to
take the fliers down.

POLICE WANT TO 1 & i ' _ T e Los L a1 fe tread, have ; : void 3 s - e ' i Zanelotti would not comment on the case.
SEE SOME GO_GOS P B .1 | T ar s A N : “neid toek or a hehinad ; ; _ i Krasnick said Wednesday that the liquor board was
gl /E5 _ S SO g A plas i Aetib he e SEEE still investigating King Kong. Board members will not
GONE” - SRR R GOl T s Rt : PREREY U chacacteris aining ot 11, et I - ' discuss the case until after the board reviews it sometime|
P PR Pk ) O ) p Ak D T ke : ST - : sl i . . S - oait after the board’s next meeting, on Thursday, Hincken:
WASHINGTON POST Wh e NIRRT e - - < B i yesrday

- 2 e T Smad g .'1"* ; o T i il tduse AL Scnmvey : . . ] . “Zanelotti said (Tuesday) to get someone from the
2 v ks D ; ‘ e P en g I thelr ey room in been e : B bands to his office by 1:30 (p.m.)” to determine what
3 i st ) : el i I . ki T could be done about the fliers, Gomez said. Belle said he
went to see Zanelotti and told him that the Kongs and the
King Kong DJs “didn’t publish the fliers . . . King Kong's
doesn’t advertise the shows but leaves it up to the bands.”
The board “really wants to throw the book at the
: Kongs,” Hillebert said, adding that his former
; B : | et omployers, who speak little English, “are confused and I

ARTICLE FROM THE WASHINGTON POST — o = o g feel sorry for them.”
& : " ~ Hillebert, King Kong D] Mike Haran and several other
o County authorities have been investigating this Univer-  people took down posters in College Park Tuesday after-
sity Boulevard nightclub near campus. noon. !

ARTICLE FROM THE DIAMONDBACK
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e Addition of more sites connected to
-~ Prince George’s County music and

The Quonsef Inn (T), BOWIe Siaie Umversﬂy (B)

The Paragon (1992) Cowark,gpsasﬁiék"

crescendo_preservation Following Message | *2 see

6 posts 16 followers 20 following

Crescendo Preservation
Preservation firm created by the University of Maryland's Fall 2024 studio class.
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