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INTRODUCTION



PROJECT INTRODUCTION

Provide a historical context of

structures and sites related to live

music in Prince George’s County,

Maryland.

Purpose

Crescendo Preservation is a team of University

of Maryland graduate students working under

the guidance of Historic Preservation faculty.

The team is dedicated to historic preservation

and developed materials that will spark interest

in the county’s diverse music history.

About Us

This project is in response to a Request For

Proposals by the Maryland-National Capital

Park & Planning Commission (M-NCPPC)

hosted by Partnership for Action Learning in

Sustainability (PALS).

Mission



Key Sites
Condition, style,
significance, integrity

Inventory List

Genre Research
12 Significant Genres

Research Phase II

RESEARCH APPROACH 

Venue Identification
Verification 
Archival Research 

Research Phase I
Themes Exploration

Research Phase III



COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Learning from the
community
Sharing our research
with the community



DELIVERABLES
Part A. Historic Context

Statement and Presentation

Expand on Parts I and II of
“The Sounds of Prince
George’s County”
Research compilation and
analysis
Historic Resource Inventory
List
Recommendations

Part B. Public Facing
Materials

1. Zine 
Concise architectural,
historical, and cultural
contexts of select sites

and themes

3. Social Media
Connect with, learn from,

and educate a broad
audience on Instagram

@crescendo_preservation

2. Digital Zine
ArcGIS StoryMap

incorporating music,
video, and maps

4. Posters
Course requirement
Provides an overview of
the project including
significant sites, music,
artists, and themes Discussing themes

Presentation

Context Statement



ZINE

Printed deliverable to give
information about key sites
and the research process

Created in the DIY and
colorful style of music zines



DIGITAL ZINE
ArcGIS Story Map

Key sites
Interactive map for use by the
team
Multimedia



SOCIAL MEDIA 

Each team member chose a genre or
site to feature in their Instagram Reel
Social media to reach a broader
audience
Incorporated posts and content from
our research process



POSTERS

Gives more in-depth
information of key sites and
research process
First poster inspired by Globe
posters



MEET THE
TEAM &

PARTNERS



MEET THE TEAM

9. RACHEL

4. KATIE

3. ERICKA

2. CAITLIN

1. LIZ

8. BECKI

5. WANJIRU

6. CELIA

7. AMANDA

FAVORITE SONGS
7.  Angelina - Pinegrove

8. All I Wanted Was You- Paramore

9. Blue Ridge Mountains - Fleet Foxs

1. Satisfied - Reneé Elise Goldsberry

2. Changes in Latitudes, Changes in

Attitudes - Jimmy Buffet

3. Work Song - Hozier

4. John Wallace - The East Pointers

5. LET HER COOK - Glorilla 

6. Let’s Dance - David Bowie



PARTNERS



HISTORICAL
BACKGROUND



MUSIC SITES ON THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF
HISTORIC PLACES

WSVS RADIO STATION, CREWE, VA, LISTED 2022 JIM PEPPER HOUSE, PARKROSE, PORTLAND, OR, LISTED 2023

CASA AMADEO, NYC, NY, LISTED 2001 WOODSTOCK MUSIC FESTIVAL SITE,  BETHEL, NY, LISTED 2017



PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY

Deep history -
Piscataway music
Est. 1696
County expanded
with the federal
government, UMD
system, Capital
Beltway



PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY
First Half (1910-1959)

Second Half (1960-2010)

Music Today

Great Depression
WWI & WWII
First venues established in study

Capital Beltway
UMD Expansion
Civil Rights Movement

Continuation of Traditions
Reflections on Music Development



MUSIC MEMORIALIZATION 
in Prince George’s County



MUSIC VENUE SITE MAP

139 music venue sites identified

27 key sites

1910-2010



RESEARCH
FINDINGS



CULTURAL
AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY 

DUKE ELLINGTON KEYSTONE/GETTY IMAGES

BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY DUANE LEMPKE, AERIAL VIEWCROSSROADS MARK OPSASNICK

JOHN CEPHAS AND PHIL WIGGINS FRANCE E.  JACKSON NYUMBURU COMMUNITY CENTER ADVERTISEMENT BLACK
EXPLOSION



CULTURAL
LATINX AND CARIBBEAN HISTORY 

ECLIPSE ARTICLE 1988

THE DIAMONDBACK 1956

EVENING STAR 1959 



CULTURAL
WOMEN’S HISTORY 

STRICKS RESTAURANT AND BAR

PATSY CLINE 1956
BRITANNICA

BLAZE STARR
MARYLAND CENTER FOR HISTORY AND CULTURE



CULTURAL
RELIGION AND SPIRITUALITY

NYMBURU CULTURAL CENTER DUKE ELLINGTON AND 
SISTER ROSETTA THARPE

THE DIAMONDBACK 1968

PISCATAWAY SIGN
NATIONAL PARK 

SERVICE



CULTURAL
LGBTQ+ 

SIS’S TAVERN DEVRY BECKER JONES4400 CLUB GOOGLE MAPS

WASHINGTON BLADE 1992



CULTURAL
YOUTH CULTURE

BOWIE CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS BECKI LANZA

BOWIE HIGH SCHOOL BECKI LANZA

THE PARAGON



KONTUSION AT ATLAS BREWERY LOUIE PALU COURTESY OF DIGDC

CRAFT

NANCY WILSON AND ROGER FISHER
DON HAMERMAN

THE FREDERICK NEWS-POST,  19
76

ARTHUR WILMER ADDISON SCURLOCK

COURTESY OF THE SPECIAL
COLLECTIONS IN PERFORMING

ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF
MARYLAND

COURTESY OF DCPL

MARIE ALICE WALLS ,  COURTESY OF PRINCE
GEORGE’S COUNTY CIVIL RIGHTS TRAIL



EVANS GRILL C. 2012,  COURTESY OF M-NCPPC

INTERIOR OF SIS’S TAVERN, COURTESY OF
PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY CIVIL RIGHTS

TRAIL

WILMER’S PARK C. 2009, COURTESY OF M-NCPPC

CRAFT
ENTREPRENEURSHIP  

BOWIE STATE UNIVERSITY GOSPEL CHOIR,  COURTESY OF
JONATHON SAXON



CRAFT
TECHNOLOGY

TELESCREEN AND TELESCREEN
CONTROLS AT THE CAPITAL

CENTRE,  COURTESY OF DCPL

COURTESY OF “I  LOVED WILMER’S
PARK” FACEBOOK GROUP

COURTESY OF THE LAUREL
HISTORY BOYS



PISCATAWAY NATION DANCERS PERFORMING, COURTESY OF
CAITLIN HALL

GLOBE POSTER FOR EVANS GRILL,

COURTESY OF M-NCPPC TIMES HERALD ,  1946

CRAFT
DANCE



ELLIOT KLAYMAN AND DJ TERRY WILSON C.
1984 COURTESY OF DIAMONDBACK PHOTO

COLLECTION, UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES

COURTESY OF THE SPECIAL COLLECTIONS IN
PERFORMING ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND

CRAFT
DIY / GRASSROOTS

WMUC’S FIRST RADIO TOWER COURTESY
OF DIAMONDBACK PHOTO COLLECTION,

UNIVERSITY ARCHIVES

COURTESY OF DCPL



GOVERNANCE
“PRINCE

GEORGE'S LAW
CURRENTLY
PROHIBITS

DANCING AFTER
2 A.M.” -

WASHINGTON
POST

PHOTO COURTESY OF LIZ REKOWSKI

ARTICLE FROM THE WASHINGTON POST

ARTICLE FROM THE DIAMONDBACK



FUTURE
RESEARCH



FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
Addition of more sites connected to
Prince George’s County music and
musicians
Additional research on cataloged sites
State and National Register
Nominations
Continued availability of deliverables
and research (StoryMap, social media
content, zine)

The Paragon (1992) Courtesy of Mark Opsasnick

@crescendo_preservation on instagram

The Quonset Inn (T), Bowie State University (B)
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THANK YOU FOR LISTENING!


