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In 1865 Haryl and became the t\-.reiTcy-neventh state to 

officially inaugurate a stat e teachers' association. The 

same l m·.r Hh:tch, in 1865 , provided fo r the first bona fide 

sta t e educat ional syste~ placed s chool offi cia l s under l egal 

obligation to aid in o:c>gan.izin::; E.nd su:pport:i.nt:; t eacher's 1 

associations . Th·e .lo1a::eyl and State Teachers 1 Associat ion ;ras 

meant to be ail integral part of the educationa l plan . Shar­

ing the s ame chronologica l tLue span and the s2.rne general 

purposes, the Association and the state educational systen 

were closely related in their development. 

During the early years the Ass ociation was both helped 

and hindered by school l egislation. Fron 1866 to 1868 it had 

the benefit of a progr essive school l aw and an active state 

superintendent. From 1869 to 1899 t he inadequate school l aH 

and the lack of a full ti['!e state superintendent limited the 

growth of Naryland educat ion and of the Association. .Although 

e~ucational conditions were revic:;-;ed and instructiona l topic s 

discussed, t here was little reform. Socia l and recreational 

·activities uere prominent a t t he e.nnual meetings. 



During most; of the firgt half of the tuentie th century, 

the Association rer:J.ained a part time organization, not yet 

prepared to assume a l eadershi;) role among the educational 

forc es in the state. From 1900 to 1920 was a period of re-

mvakening in ~·1aryland education, but the Association did not 

grasp this opportunity for l eadership . Between 1920 and 191.a 

the Association de~1ocratized its business proceduresJ displayed 

more interest in the economic we l fare of teachers, and sup-

ported the advances directed by the state superintendent of 

schools. 

Between 191~2 and 1951 tl1e Association evolved from a...'1 

organization with serious limit~tions to one Hith a continu-

ing pro[!;ram , a full tir:1;:; staff, a per:nanent headquarters 

builcl::Lng , a monthly periodical, and large- scale annual 

mcctinss. 

During the ten years from 1952 to 1S62 the i·1S11A dealt 

actively ~;,ri th state and national educational problems. It 

beca'!1e a chief voice and agent for the state 1 s educational 

interests and fousht vigorously for what it considered essen-

tial to the adv~Dce~ent of education. In 1962 the Association 

inclu4ed thirty-six local associations, forty departments, 

t vTenty-t-;:ro co::u'!l.ittees , six professional staff employees, and 

21.,425 m·embers . 
• 

During its history the HSTA had tuo major purposes: 

{1) the· perpetuation of ta~-supported public education and 

t2) the i mprovenent of the professional and economic status 

of teachers. To realize these goals, the Association worked 



closely with othe r i nt erested groups, espec~ally the state 

depart ment of education and the parent-teacher organization, 

in the promotion of l egJ.slat ion i :mprovi ng the we lfare of 

t eachers and increas ing t he s t at e 1 s fln a.ncia l r esponsibJ.lity 

fo r t he school system . I t follo~cd the lead of the National 

Education Association in the matters of federal aid , profes-

siona l nezotiations , and t eachers ' ethics . 

Throuc;h corr::1i t t ee :tnvest:tgations, depai't mcnt dis-

cussions , professional staff studies , l ocal associatio~s' 

activities , and annuc:.l meetings , the Associat ion worlce d to 

enhance t eacher preparation , i mprove i nstructional methods 

and content , enli,s.~ten t eachers about sclwol policies and 

politica l realities , and i n general raise the esprit de corps 

of both 1 D.y and profess io:l.a l peopJ.e i nvolved or i n teres ted in 
~ 

public education . 

During its history the HSTA had succea<£ e s ancl f ail-

ures . Precisely to \·Jhat extent it h~s been lnst rt!..t'":'.cnto.l in 

the advancement of Naryl nnd educati~n is not subject to 

completely factua l evaluation J but it is certain tha t ?,!ary-

land educa tion has benefited fron the endeavors of . th~ 

r1aryl a.i'1d State Teachers I Assoc i at ion. 






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































