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This PowerPoint template produces a 36"x48" presentation poster. You can use it to 
create your research poster by placing your title, subtitle, text, tables, charts and 
photos. 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you through the poster design 
process and answer your poster production questions. For complete template 
tutorials, go online to PosterPresentations.com and click on the  HELP DESK tab.

To print your poster using our same-day professional printing service, go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on "Order your poster".

This is a template for a 
presentation poster

36 inches tall
by

48 inches wide

Important: Check the template size
Before you start working on your poster and to 
avoid printing problems check that you have 
downloaded and that you are using the correct 
size template for your poster presentation.
This template can also be printed at the 
following sizes without distortion and without 
any additional formatting:
30 tall x 40 wide
42 tall x 56 wide
48 tall x 64 wide

How to Zoom in and out
Use the PowerPoint zoom tool to adjust the 
screen magnification to view comfortably. 
PowerPoint provides 2 ways to zoom: 
1. On the top menu bar click on the VIEW tab 
and then click on ZOOM. Choose the zoom 
percentage that works best for you. 
2. For better zoom flexibility, use the zoom 
slider at the bottom right of the window.

Ruler and Guides
The dotted lines on his poster template are guides.  The horizontal and vertical 
guides will help you align your poster elements accurately. Text boxes and other 
elements will ”snap” to the guides and stay within the boundaries of the columns. To 
hide the guides go to VIEW and uncheck the Guides box.

Headers and text containers
Included in this template are commonly used 
section headers such as Abstract, Objectives, 
Methods, Results, etc. 
- Click inside a section header to add its text. 
- To add another header, click on edge of the 
section box so that it is outlined. Copy and 
paste it. 
- To increase its size, click on the white circles 
and expand to the the desired size.

Adding content to the poster
Start by adding your text to each section without spending too much time with 
formatting. Use the default font size even if your text extends beyond the bottom of 
the poster. Continue until you have added all your content including text, graphics, 
photos, etc. Once you finish adding your content you can go back and format your 
text as needed.
- If you run out of room, try to reduce the size of your fonts and/or the size of your 

graphics. If there is a lot of empty space try to increase your font sizes and the 
size of your graphics. The font used for references can be smaller.

Photos
You can add photos by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy and paste, 
or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images proportionally by holding down 
the SHIFT key and dragging one of the white corner handles (dots). For a 
professional-looking poster, do not distort your images by stretching them 
disproportionally.

Quality check your graphics
Zoom in and look at your images at 100%-200% magnification. If they look clear, 
they will print well. 
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How to change the template colors
You can change the overall template color theme by clicking on the 
COLORS dropdown menu under the DESIGN tab. You can see a 
tutorial here: 
https://www.posterpresentations.com/how-to-change-the-research-post
er-template-colors.html

You can also manually change the color of individual elements by 
going to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER. On the left side of your screen 
select the background master where you can change the template 
background, column sizes, etc. 

After you finish working on the SLIDE MASTER, it is important that 
you go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster. 

How to change the column layout configuration
You can manually change the configuration on the columns by 
going to VIEW > SLIDE MASTER. You can delete columns, resize 
them or modify them as needed for your layout. 
You can see a tutorial here: 
https://www.posterpresentations.com/how-to-change-the-column-co
nfiguration.html

How to hide the QUICK 
START GUIDE bars from 
the sides of the template
The Quick Start Guides are 
outside the template’s printable 
area and they will not be on the 
printed poster. 

If you create a PDF file from 
your template, the guides will 
not be included.

To hide the guides click on the 
Home tab (top of the screen) 
and then click on the Layout 
button below to see the 
available layouts. Choose the 
Without Guides layout.

How to preview your 
poster prior to printing
You can preview your poster at 
any time by pressing the F5 key 
on your keyboard. You will see 
on the screen what's on your 
poster and how it should look 
when printed. Press the ESC 
key to exit Preview.
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When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 
PosterPresentations.com and click on the "Order Your Poster" 
button. You can have your poster printed on professional papers, 
fabric for easy traveling and a variety of other materials. 
If you submit a PowerPoint document, you will be receiving a PDF 
proof for your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and 
paid for before noon (Pacific time) Monday-Friday, your order will 
ship out that same day. FedEx Next day, Second day, Third day, 
and Free Ground services are offered. 
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Introduction

Research & Teaching Fellowship (UMD)

The Research & Teaching Fellowship (RTF) is a 
three-semester training program for MLIS 
students at UMD interested in academic 
instruction librarianship. Fellows provide 
introductory information literacy and research 
instruction to undergraduates in ENGL101.

Research & Teaching Internship (MC)

For my MLIS field study, I interned with the STEM 
Librarian at MC, the flagship public community 
college system of Montgomery County, MD. 
Through my field study, I supported a variety of 
tasks including creating and reviewing 
asynchronous learning tools, supporting an 
instructional assessment project, and providing 
student research consultations.

Discussion

Acknowledgements

About the Programs

Strategies for Teaching Source Evaluation

2. This or That?: Engaging students using a live scenario-based quiz activity

1. What Do You Do?: Reframing instruction with personal examples

3. What’s Trending?: Capturing attention through short-form instructional videos

At UMD and MC, I planned and implemented the following strategies to change how I taught evaluating 
sources through live one-shot instruction sessions and asynchronous learning tools.

Incorporating these three new strategies opened 
up opportunities to meet students where they are, 
engage them using active learning and dynamic 
content, and acknowledge that source types may 
not be as easily distinguishable to students as they 
were in the past. It was also an excellent exercise 
in thinking critically about student-centered 
instruction.

Assessing the effectiveness of each strategy would 
be the next step for this project. Several students 
did mention in post-instruction feedback surveys 
that they enjoyed the quiz activity, but having 
more assessment data would be informative. For 
instance, it is unclear in the literature whether 
creating short-form educational content is 
beneficial for learning or more of a hindrance.4

In the future, I would also like to consider new 
strategies to discuss evaluating AI sources.

Special thanks to my mentors in the Fellowship, 
Lexi Kadis, Ben Shaw, and Amber Pierdinock-
Weed, as well as my six cohort members. Their 
guidance and feedback were invaluable for 
thinking through new strategies and providing me 
the confidence to try new things, even as an 
early-career librarian.

Over at MC, I want to thank my field study 
supervisor, Amy Trost. Amy’s innovativeness, 
curiosity, and willingness to loop me into anything 
and everything opened up so many new insights 
and opportunities in librarianship for me.

As an MLIS candidate at the University of 
Maryland (UMD), I tailored my program toward 
academic librarianship with a focus on 
undergraduate information literacy. In my roles as 
a Research & Teaching Fellow at UMD and a 
Research & Teaching Intern at Montgomery 
College (MC), a common challenge was teaching 
source evaluation in a rapidly changing 
information and educational environment. Current 
evolutions and trends impacting this include:

● The influx of available information and changing 
source types,1

● Shortening attention spans and a growing 
preference for shortform content,2 and

● An educational shift toward active student 
participation in their own learning.3

To effectively respond to these evolutions, I 
incorporated several new instructional changes 
across both roles from Fall 2025 – Spring 2026. 
This poster outlines three of these strategies for 
teaching source evaluation in 2026.

Below is the flow which is typically used to teach source evaluation in ENGL101 one-shot sessions. In the 
standard lesson plan, instruction on source evaluation jumps straight into discussing research sources.

However, I found in my sessions that many students had done minimal or no research in the past and were 
unsure how to answer. I also hoped to better connect with students and present myself as a more 
relatable learner. Therefore, I adjusted my lesson flow to start by asking students about their social media 
behaviors, and to include examples of my own mistakes and learnings.

In my ENGL101 instruction, I aimed to better teach relevance or appropriateness, not just credibility, as a 
key component of source evaluation. To engage students in active learning, I created a five-question live 
quiz activity using Stingtao, a Kahoot-like platform. After each question, we would discuss as a class.

Sample Question: You’re just starting your research paper on electric vehicles (EVs) and don’t have a 
clear argument yet. Which source is more appropriate for your needs?

A. A government dataset on EV charging station locations in California
B. A Britannica reference source giving an overview of EVs

In an effort to modernize instructional videos and better align with current 
trends, I created a three-minute vertical video on source types. Along with 
another shortform vertical video created by my MC supervisor on evaluating 
authority, this video was embedded into an Articulate tutorial on source 
evaluation. The videos were short and informal; featured dynamic, colorful, 
and fast-moving visuals; and included visual examples of digital source types 
and when to use them. Two screenshots from the video are shown here.
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