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Introduction

Every year, the Continuing Resources & Database Management Department (CRDM) systematically renews the journal and other serial subscriptions for the UMD libraries. This process
involves obtaining title lists from each publisher and comparing them to the order history from Aleph. This is important, because publishers buy and sell titles. Knowing which titles are

new to a publisher’s package or have left a package influences how and via which platform a library user will access the resource. To accomplish this, an initial comparison using a series
of vLookUp functions is made between the title lists and the Aleph order file. The CRDM department then has the raw data to make informed decisions about journals in the upcoming

vear. While it sounds simple, there are many moving parts resulting in a multi-step, multi-month workflow. This past 2018 renewal season, | streamlined the process in two innovative

ways: title normalization and using the IF function in Excel as a quality control step.

Title Normalization Using the IF Function for Quality Control
| began by cleaning the data to normalize the titles. | tried to have it match the Aleph After completing the rigorous vLookUp function, | added a quality control step with an IF
Data as much as possible in formatting and syntax. Each step is listed below. function to ensure that the matches were accurate. It asked if two cells were the same. For
example, =IF(Ax=Bx,"ok","not ok"). However, | realized this was not a wide enough formula.
Remove the excess information It did not account for determiners such as “the.” So | created a new formula:
from the Title cell using “Find +
Replace.” This includes words like C the tri d Titl d “Past . . " 1] " 1] . 1] " _nu " " mnm n "
The original title from the  “- ONLINE” or “SUPPLEMENT.” (\7536352”?;?,2@ th; fifr:ulasas - —IF(AX— BX, Ok ,IF( The &AX—BX, Ok ,IF(AX— The &BX, Ok ) not Ok )))
publisher or aggregator. aren’t transferred. This becomes
the “clean” title to work with. It essentially added nested syntax formulas by combining “The” with the contents of the
/ specific cell. Nested formulas allowed for flexibility. For example, depending on the title list,
ol — 1 cloaned || TLE trimmed tot<| it sean =] writie T~ | it cean] | v Tiie_slean]~ e e~ T b some aggregators left out “the” as a determiner. | could insert whichever singular nested
CP9934300005 DISCOURSE & SOCIETY - ONLINE DISCOURSE & 51 DISCOURSE & SOCIETY Discourse & Sociel Discourse & soc Discourse & soci Discourse & Societ Discourse & Society ok 1 o« o . . . .
CP9933400041 PSYCHOLOGY OF MUSIC - ONLINE PSYCHOLOGY O PSYCHOLOGY OF MUSIC Psychology Of Mu: Psychology of m Psychology of mu Psychology Of Mus Psychology Of Music ok 0: fOrmUIa I needed fOr that SpElelC ||St, bUt the prInCIpIe Of the formUIa remalnEd the Same.
CPE200011041 PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCE - OMNLINE PSYCHOLOGICA PSYCHOLOGICAL SCIENCE  Psychological Scie Psychological sc Psychological sci Psychological Sciel Psychological Science ok 1
CPBE00008133 SIMULATION : TRANSACTIONS OF THE 5 SIMULATION - T SIMULATION : TRANSACTIOI Simulation : Trans Simulation Simulation Simulation Simulation ok B
CP8800000155 SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW - ENGLAND- ONISOCIOLOGICAL SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW Sociological Revie The sociclogical The sociological 1The Scrcicrlcrg'l%l Re The Sociclogical Review ok O . . . .
ORI N DO ITICEAL STHRES - Akl IRIE OOl ITICAL ETHID DOl T gl €T1HNIER Drliticral SHodiac Dnl'.+'u-T ctidiar Dalitirsl chodi Drlitiral SFodike idiar Al i A Ve rSIOn Of thls formUIa Can be Seen In practlce beIOW:
_ . K L M M 0 P Q
Using VLOOKUP with imme] ~ | TITLE_dean =1  vmite ||  viitedean1 |v] v_Title_clean_2 -1 v.me ded - TN
Using the TRIM function, the ILS as a match point, Following similar steps used for the M(12) ED'lsccrurse & Society I:‘JLDDHUF‘[EE.AIEph_ Discourse & society Discourse & Society I:mel[c:z] I:IF[LE:PE."DE".IF["ThE"E-:" "BL2=P2,"ok","not ok"))
pull in the title from the . : M(13)  Psychology Of Music =VLOOKUP(E3 Aleph_ Psychology of music Psychology Of Music =TRIM{03} =IF{L3=P3 Jok" IF("The"&" "&L3=P3,"ok","not ok"))
delete the excess spa.1ces Aleph Order History. Orlgmal Tltle’ | cleaned up the Aleph m(14) Psychological Science =VLOOKUP(E4 Aleph_ Psychological science Psychological Science =TRIM{O4) =IFiL4=PA, "ok" IF{"The"&" "&L4=P4 "ok", "not ok"])
that may have crept in. Title by trimming excess spaces, M{J5)  Simulation : Transactions Of The Soci =VLOOKUP(ES, Aleph_ Simulation simulation =TRIM{O5)

standardizing capitalization, and Pasting mMIilE) Sociological Review - England =VLOOKUP(EG,Aleph_The sociclogical review The Sociclogical Review =TRIM(|OB)
Values Only to make a “clean” title.

=IF(L2=P2,"ok",IF("The "&L2=P2,"0ok","not ok"))
Conclusion

| added two new innovations to the workflow of comparing serial title lists with the Aleph order history. | cleaned the raw data so it was uniform with the formatting of the Aleph order
history. Because | took the time to standardize and normalize my data at the beginning of this process, | could create a better, more inclusive formula. | used these steps with 11 different
publisher packages. Ultimately, | did not have to manually check hundreds of titles because | engineered Excel to do it for me. This saved time and money in meeting the needs of the users

and researchers across the seven University Libraries.

Special thanks to Rebecca Kemp Goldfinger, head of CRDM, for mentoring me through the wild, unpredictable world of serials.



