
Why is there a play 
about Benjamin Lay?

A presentation about human histories onstage

Drew Barker 
Performing Arts Librarian

Twitter  @drewNblue  #LibForum2020



Today I will share with you the following:

● The life of Benjamin Lay
● The historian Marcus Rediker & 

the playwright Naomi Wallace
● Marxism & Humanism
● Big stories within little stories



Playwright Naomi Wallace & Historian Marcus Rediker



It started with 
this book. 

Beacon Press 2017



Scholar Robert J. Kruse uses

theorist’s Henri Lefebvre’s “trialectic of 

spatial practice, 

representations of space, 

and spaces of representation 

in order to gain an understanding of how the interplay of these spaces impacts 

the lived experiences of little people”





LOC, public domain



UNC Press 1983



“the pedestal and the veil”
A quote & an article



Ottmar Hörl, “Karl Marx” 2013

Marxist Humanism 
attempts to place 
humans 
at the center of 
Marxism.



Benjamin Lay by William Williams, Sr.  / National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian



Kwame Akoto-Bamfo, 1200 concrete heads, 
in remembrance of the slave trade  



Benjamin Lay by William Williams, Sr.  / National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian
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