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Benjamin West, 1782, “Oliver Cromwell Dissolving the Long Parliament”



J. Payne, “The true portrait of His Majesty's royal ship the Sovereign of the Seas’”- was recommissioned under the Protectorate as the Sovereign



Top left: Map of the “Waldensian Valleys” From HECVP. Bottom left and centre right: Torre Pellice  



Ford Madox Brown: 1877, Cromwell, Protector of the Vaudois



Avenge, O Lord, thy slaughter'd saints, whose bones

 Lie scatter'd on the Alpine mountains cold,

 Ev'n them who kept thy truth so pure of old,

 When all our fathers worshipp'd stocks and stones;

Forget not: in thy book record their groans

 Who were thy sheep and in their ancient fold

 Slain by the bloody Piemontese that roll'd

 Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans

The vales redoubl'd to the hills, and they

 To Heav'n. Their martyr'd blood and ashes sow

 O'er all th' Italian fields where still doth sway

The triple tyrant; that from these may grow

 A hundred-fold, who having learnt thy way

Early may fly the Babylonian woe.

Sonnet XVIII, “On the Late Massacre in Piedmont”, John Milton, 1655



John Pell to Samuel Hartlib, 1655 (extracted)

"I looke upon matters as prudently laid; & weh could not bee 

so soone attempted, & believe the Providence will open a dore 

to the worke, before wee can bee well reddie for it : this 

business of Piemont may happily become a dore unto it, if his 

Highness as is reported, hath given Blake a Commission 

against Savoye… 

Hartlib in reply: 
“…you will please to insinuate their case unto his 

Highness (whom God seems to have raised not only to 

bee the Protector of the Commonwealth of England but 

likewise of the Gospels Cause and of the True 

Protestant Religion)…”

British Library Pell Letters and Papers Add MS 4365 f.3. Emphasis mine. 



Christopher Hatton, first Baron Hatton to Sir 

Edward Nicholas: “The French Court (and I am 

sure the people here) crie out of it and it is like to 

have great effects; for Cromwell, they say, upon 

this occasion entends to make himself protector 

of the Protestant party of Europe…” 

18 June, 1655, NP, II, pp. 343-344
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Revelation 6:9

“And when he had opened the 

fifth seal, I saw under the altar 

the souls of them that were 

slain for the word of God, and 

for the testimony which they 

held.” KJV
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Breakout of Cromwell’s 

contributions





Content Warning

The next series of slides depict atrocious and 
graphic violence 



Guido Reni, 1611Giotto di Bondone, 1305 Nicolas Poussin, c.1628

The massacre of the Innocents, a trope depicting events from the Gospel of Matthew 



Callot, 1633, Les Grandes Misères de la guerre



Bruegel the Elder, Massacre of the Innocents



The Lamentations of Germany, 
1638 also called the Teares of 
Germany



Images from The 
Teares of Ireland, 
1642 representing the 
depositions of the 
1641 Irish Rebellion



Child murder

Babies excised from women

Savage barbarism 

Teares of Ireland

HECVP



Teares of Ireland HECVP

Depictions of butchery



Teares of Ireland

HECVP



Lamentations of Germany

HECVP

Extreme violence against 

women and children



Lamentations of Germany

HECVP



The Torments inflicted by the 

Dutch on the English in Amboyna 

and The Condition of the English 

in the Dungeon, and their 

Execution.



Actes and Monuments

HECVP
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