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Afghan Public Opinion Amidst Rising Violence

Questionnaire

Dates of Survey: November 13-November 24, 2006 Margin of Error: +/- 2.2 %
Sample Size: 2,097

QL. Generally speaking, do you think things in Afghanistan today are going in the right
direction, or do you think they are going in the wrong direction?

11/06 11-12/05
RIght direCtion ........cooeveeiiiiiiiereee e 62% 83%
Wrong direCtion ........cccovevveeieseenecie e 35 11
Refused/Don’t KNOW .........ccovvevieniniinenescceeeee, 3 6

Q2. How would you rate the security situation in your area? Would you say excellent, good,
fair, or poor?

11/06 11-12/05
EXCEHENt ..o, 29% 21%
(€70 0o FE 55 49
FaIT e 12 25
POOK .., 4 5
Refused/Don’t KNOW ..........ocovviiiieiiiiee e * 1

Q3. Compared to about a year ago, do you think the security situation in your area has gotten:

MUCh DEHEN .. 26%
Somewhat DEHEr........cccvveeiieee e, 39
ADOUL the SAME ....ococvveiiiecc e, 23
SOMEWNAL WOISE ...eeeciveiee et 10
MUCKH WOISE.....ciiviiiiciiic ettt 3

Refused/DoNn’t KNOW ..........ueeeeeeeeeeeens *
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Q4. For each of the following please tell me if your opinion of them is very favorable, somewhat
favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable?

Q4a. The United States

11/06 11-12/05
Very favorable .........cccoovevviiiiiieic e, 30% 40%
Somewhat favorable.........ccccceeiiieeeiie e, 51 41
Somewhat unfavorable..........cccoovveoooceeee, 13 12
Very unfavorable ... 5 4
Refused/Don’t KNOW .........coovviveeiiieiiiiee e * 3
Q4b. The US military forces in Afghanistan
11/06 11-12/05
Very favorable ..., 28% 39%
Somewhat favorable.........cccccceeiiveeci e 47 44
Somewhat unfavorable..........cccoveveiooeeeeeeee, 18 10
Very unfavorable ... 7 7
Refused/Don’t KNOW .........coovviveeiiieiiiiee e * 2
Q4c. President Hamid Karzali
11/06 11-12/05
Very favorable ... 55% 68%
Somewhat favorable...........ooooveiiiieeieee 35 25
Somewhat unfavorable. ..o, 8 4
Very unfavorable .........c.coeiviiiicieece e 3 2
Refused/Don’t KNOW ........ooeeevieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee * *
Q4d. The Taliban
11/06 11-12/05
Very favorable ... 2% 2%
Somewhat favorable...........ooovveeeiiieeee e 5 6
Somewhat unfavorable..........cccooveveiieeee 21 26
Very unfavorable ... 71 62
Refused/Don’t KNOW ........ooeeevieeeeeeeeeeeeeeen 1 4
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Q4e. Osama Bin Laden
11/06 11-12/05

Very favorable ... 2% 2%

Somewhat favorable........cccooe 3 3

Somewhat unfavorable..........cccovveeeoooeee 14 15

Very unfavorable ... 80 75

Refused/Don’t KNOW ..........ueeeeeeeeeeeen 2 5

Q5. Please tell me if you think that Pakistan is having a mainly positive or mainly negative

influence in the world?

11/06
Mainly positive influence ............cccooevviievieinenns 6%
Mainly negative influence.........cccocoeennniinninne. 75
Depends (VOIUNTEEN).......ccvvveveecieieee e 15
Refused/Don’t KNOW .........covvvvieiiniincne e, 4

11-12/05
13%
63
17

6

Q6. Please tell me whether each of the following is being very effective, somewhat effective,

not very effective or not at all effective.

Q6a. The central Afghan government

11/06
Very effeCtiVe.......ooovieieiee e 51%
Somewhat effeCtiVe......ccoveeeeeeeee e, 41
NoOt very effective ... 7
Not at all ffeCtiVe.......veeeeeeeeee e 1
Refused/Don’t KNOW ........ooeeevieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee *

Q6b. Local leaders

11/06
Very effeCtiVe.......cooeieieieceeeee e 27%
Somewhat effectiVe......ccoeveeeeeeeee e, 46
NoOt very effective ... 22
Not at all effeCtiVe........eeeeeeeeee e 5
Refused/Don’t know *
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11-12/05
55%
36

6
2

1

11-12/05
21%
43
20
12
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Q6c. International agencies providing aid for reconstruction

11/06 11-12/05
Very effectiVe.......coovevieceec e 41% 38%
Somewhat effective.......ccccoccvveeiiiciiee e, 43 41
Not very effective ... 13 13
Not at all effective.........cocvveveiiiiii e, 3 6
Refused/Don’t KNOW ........ceevvevviviiei e * 3

Q6d. The ISAF force of NATO troops providing peacekeeping and reconstruction

11/06 11-12/05
Very effectiVe.......coovevieceec e 32% 46%
Somewhat effective.......ccccoceveeeeiiiiie e, 45 36
Not very effective ... 16 10
Not at all effectiVe.........oocevveveiiii e, 6 5
Refused/Don’t KNOW ........cvevveeeiviieiiiiiiee e * 4

Q7a. Thinking about the area where you live, which of the following is the most powerful
authority?

Central government............cccevvevvevieevivesesieeseenens 76%
LOCAl 1€AURIS ... 20
TAlDAN e 2
Refused/DoNn’t KNOW ..........ueeeeeeeeeeeens 2

Q7b. Thinking about the area where you live, which of the following is the most respected
authority?

Central government............ccccecveveiieeveeveceeseenns 62%
LOCAl 1€AURIS ... 31
TAlDAN <o 3
Refused/Don’t KNOW ........ooeeevieeeeeeeeeeeeeeen 4

Q8. Have you or someone in your family been personally affected by an act of corruption by
government officials in the past 12 months?

Y B et 24%
N O et 75
Refused/Don’t KNOW ........ooeeevieeeeeeeeeeeeeeen 2
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Q9. Please think about the amount of economic help for reconstruction and the amount of
military help for security that other countries are currently giving to Afghanistan. If you could
increase only one of these, do you think it would be better to have more economic help or more
military help?

More economic help .....ccoovveeiieveciecece 50%
More military help ... 13
More of both (VOL)...ccveiveii e, 34
Less of both (VOL.) ....ccoeiii 2
NONE (VOL) 1o 1
Refused/Don’t KNOW .........ccovvivieninienciescseeeee, *

Q10. Do you think the Pakistan government is allowing the Taliban to operate in Pakistan, or is
seriously trying to stop the Taliban from operating in Pakistan?

11/06 11-12/05
Allowing the Taliban to operate in Pakistan......... 79% 66%
Seriously trying to stop the Taliban from
operating in Pakistan...........ccocoveiiniiiniieiec 15 21
Refused/Don’t KNOW .........ccccoeveeieiiniiec e 6 13

Q12. Overall, do you think that overthrowing the Taliban government was a good thing or a bad
thing for Afghanistan?

11/06 11-12/05
GO0d thiNG ..ccvveeeeeciee e 86% 82%
Bad thing.......ccoooiiiiieee 11 11
Refused/Don’t KNOW ........cvevvevecviiiee e 3 7

Q13. Do you approve or disapprove of international military forces efforts to stop the growing
of opium poppies in Afghanistan?

11/06 11-12/05
APPIOVE. ... 67% 78%
DiSAPPIOVE ..ot 32 15
Refused/Don’t KNOW .........ccooveivierieniencnescceeeenn, 1 7
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Q16. Thinking about the conflict between the central government, including NATO forces, and
the Taliban in the last year, do you think the Taliban has gained ground, the Taliban has lost

ground, or that there has been no real change?

Gained ground..........ccooeveenenienie e 33%
LOSt ground .......ccveeveieiiece e 37
NO real Change .......ccooeereeiiie e 28
Refused/Don’t KNOW .........ccccoeevieieiiniiee e 3

Q16b. How likely do you think it is that the Taliban will return and take over governing
Afghanistan?

Very HKelY ...oooveeeieeece e 4%
Somewhat liKely........cccoooiiiiiiii 12
Not very lIKely .....ccooevvieiiececee e 34
Not at all HKely.......ccoovvieiii 48
Refused/Don’t KNOW .........cccooeveeienieniee e 3

Q17. Thinking about the reconstruction of roads, schools, hospitals and water supplies, would

you say that progress has been:

EXCEHENT ... 10%
GO0, ... 32
AT s 35
[0 T0] SHTTT 23
Refused/Don’t KNOW ........oooeevieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen *
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Nov 13 — Nov 24, 2006

DEMOGRAPHICS

D1. ETHNICITY

PaShtUN......eeeiiiii e 42%

TAJIK oo 34

(0 4 o 1= TR 11

BT L0 11 2 2

[ Fo V4 | - PP RPRRTPPPRNS 9

BaAlOCH ... 1

NUFISEANT . 1

ATMAK. ..ot 1

L0 11 =T *
D2. GENDER

MALE ... 50%

FEMAIE......oieceie s 50
D3. AGE

1822 s 29%

2329 s 19

30-30 e 23

BO-49 ... 17

510 SR 12

D4. EDUCATION

HHEEIATE ... 53%
PIIMAIY ..o e 19
SECONTAIY ...t 24
Higher education............cccccevveiiiicse e 5

D5. MONTHLY HOUSEHOLD INCOME

Less than 2,000 Afghanis..........ccccevveviinenieneeie e, 17%
2,001 — 10,000 Afghanis.........cccccevveevviieieenece e 61
10,001 — 20,000 AFGNaNIS.......cccververieiieniierie e eie e 17
More than 20;001 Afghanis.........cccccevvvvieviieie e 3
Refused/DON’t KNOW ........c.vuveeiiiiiee et 2
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METHODOLOGY

The survey was designed by the Program on International Policy Attitudes for the
WorldPublicOpinion.org website. Field work was conducted through D3 Systems and its partner
the Afghan Center for Social and Opinion Research in Kabul. Face-to-face interviews were
conducted among a national random sample of 2,097 Afghan adults from November 13 to
November 24, 2007.

The sample design was a multi-stage area probability sample conducted in 32 of Afghanistan’s
34 provinces, with the exception of Zabul and Uruzghan, which were represent 2% of the
population of Afghanistan and were not surveyed due to security concerns. At the final stage,
the sample was further stratified into male and female sub-samples to enable gender matching of
respondents and interviewers. Urban and rural areas were proportionally represented in the
sample.

The survey had a response rate of 88% and a cooperation rate of 94%. Distributions by gender

and ethnicity were reviewed and considered close to population figures; the data were not
weighted.
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