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Library	and	Archives	Canada	–	Legal	Deposit	&	Websites	
	
“Sampling	from	Internet	
	
(2)	In	exercising	the	powers	referred	to	in	paragraph	(1)(a)	and	for	the	purpose	of	
preserva:on,	the	Librarian	and	Archivist	may	take,	at	the	:mes	and	in	the	manner	
that	he	or	she	considers	appropriate,	a	representa:ve	sample	of	the	documentary	
material	of	interest	to	Canada	that	is	accessible	to	the	public	without	restric:on	
through	the	Internet	or	any	similar	medium.”	
	
Library	and	Archives	Canada	Act.	(S.C.	2004,	c.	11),	8(2)	



hVp://webarchive.bac-lac.gc.ca/	

Legal	Deposit	Exclusions	
	
“The	following	are	not	subject	to,	or	are	
specifically	exempted	from,	legal	deposit:	
	
•  official	publica:ons	of	Canadian	provincial,	
territorial	and	municipal	governments	

•  loose-leaf	publica:ons	with	updates	in	print	
format	

•  materials	not	intended	for	public	sale	or	
distribu:on…”	

	
	

Library	and	Archives	Canada,	2017“Legal	Deposit”,		
hVps://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/services/legal-deposit/Pages/legal-deposit.aspx	



Corey	Davis.	“2017	Web	Archiving	in	Canada	Survey.”	Canadian	Web	Archiving	Coali:on	Inaugural	Mee:ng,	OVawa,	September	20th,	2017.	

Who	is	web	archiving	in	Canada?	



Copyright	Act,	Part	III,	29	&	30.4	
hVp://laws-lois.jus:ce.gc.ca/eng/acts/c-42/	

On	what	basis?	



Academic	libraries	&	digital	government	informa:on	in	Canada:	
	
•  Solid	leg	to	stand	on	RE:	copyright	ü	
•  Extension	of	depository	stewardship	role	in	digital	age	ü	
•  Addresses	need	for	research	material	ü 
•  Web	archiving	exper:se	ü	
	





Barriers	for	academic	libraries	archiving	Canadian	gov	sites:	
	
•  Confusing	or	prohibi:ve	copyright	statements	û	
•  Unclear	scope	of	government	domain	û	
•  Lack	of	forums	to	advocate	for	archiveability	û	
•  Lack	of	avenues	to	address	technical	problems	û	



Working	with	allied	professions	within	government:	
	
•  Extensive	knowledge	of	domain	
•  Heads	up	RE:	website	changes	
•  Access	to	communica:ons	&	web	teams	
•  Partners	in	advocacy	
•  Poten:al	for	labour	sharing	

City	of	Toronto	Archives	



Outstanding	issues:	
	
•  Informal	agreements,	no	guarantees		
•  Subject	to	changing	administra:ons/priori:es	
•  Differing	understandings	of	access	&	metadata	
•  Issues	of	what	to	capture,	different	ins:tu:onal	interests	
•  Documenta:on	&	provenance	concerns	



Ques:ons?	
	

nicholas.worby@utoronto.ca	


