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ith President Barack Obama on his way to meet his Chinese counterpart in
Beijing for talks on global climate change and a range of other issues, a poll by WorldPublicOpinion.org
shows that publics in more than half of 20 nations disapprove of the way China and the United States are
dealing with global warming.
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The poll asked respondents to grade China and the US on several dimensions. China gets poor marks for
how it handles human rights--on average 52% say China does not respect human rights while just 36%
say it does. The US does better, with 50% saying it is respectful and 38% it is not.

People around the world regard both superpowers as cooperative, but they also see both countries,
especially the US, as using the threat of military force to coerce other nations.

Obama and Chinese President Hu Jintao are expected to focus on climate change, economic concerns, and
nuclear issues related to Iran and North Korea when they meet Nov. 16 and 17. The climate change
question is of particular importance in the run-up to December's conference in Copenhagen, where 192
countries will attempt to conclude a new treaty on G = 4

climate change. All eyes will be on China, the Chinese Action on Climate Change
world's leading emitter of greenhouse gases, and Do you approve or disapprove of how China is dealing
the United States, which long held that distinction. with the issue of climate change?
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(42% disapprove) while 39% approve of the US (41% disapprove).

WorldPublicOpinion.org conducted the poll of 20,349 respondents in 20 nations that comprise 63 percent
of the world's population. This includes most of the largest nations--China, India, the United States,
Indonesia, Nigeria, and Russia--as well as Mexico, Chile, Germany, Great Britain, France, Poland, Ukraine,
Kenya, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Turkey, Iraq, Pakistan, and South Korea. Polling was also conducted in Taiwan,
Hong Kong and Macau. Not all questions were asked to all nations. The margins of error range from +/-3

to 4 percentage points. The surveys were conducted across the different nations between April 4 and July
9, 2009.

. = WorldPublicOpinion.org, a collaborative project

US AC'IIDI'! on CIlmﬂtE Cha“ge involving research centers from around the world, is
Do you approve or disapprove of how the United States  anaged by the Program on International Policy
is dealing with the issue of climate change? Attitudes (PIPA) at the University of Maryland.
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Publics in China's special administrative regions of Hong Kong and Macau have very favorable views of
Chinese policies. Overwhelmingly majorities agree that China is playing a mainly positive role in the world
(81% Hong Kong, 81% Macau) and that China usually cooperates with other countries (85% Hong Kong,
89% Macau). Roughly two-thirds of both publics reject any notion that China uses its military power to
intimidate other countries (68% Hong Kong, 69% Macau). A slight majority in Macau (51%) and a
plurality in Hong Kong (45%) support China's actions in combating climate change.

The exception is on human rights. A large majority in Hong Kong (62%) say China is not respectful of
human rights while views in Macau are mixed with many declining to answer.

Funding for this research was provided by the Rockefeller Brothers Fund and the Calvert Foundation.



	As Hu Jin Tao, Obama Prepare to Meet, World Public Gives China, US Low Marks on Climate Change

