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This paper discusses the mechanisms degrading local food systems, the negative social and 

environmental consequences, and the emergence of alternatives such as CSAs. This article 

points to the limits of a global market, and that the disconnect is catalyzing innovative 
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The author is a Professor of Geography at Kutztown University. His research focuses on local 

food systems, local economies, and local identities. In this article, he exposes the lack of 
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is too difficult to calculate, and has been misused in critiques against local and sustainable 

agriculture. He criticizes the misunderstandings and critiques of the “food mile”. Ultimately, he 
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ecological, socio-cultural, and economic sustainability. It is all about bridging the disconnect 

between consumer and food, and making consumers more proactive. Further, the author 
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belonging is a main driver. Overall, community gardens is great institution for fostering place 
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