Global Poll: Widespread Perception of Serious Lack of Political Tolerance
September 15, 2009

Full Report (PDF)
Questionnaire/Methodology (PDF)

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF

DEMOCR,

A new WorldPublicOpinion.org poll of 24 nations from around
the world finds a widespread perception of a serious lack of political tolerance. Large
majorities perceive that people in their nation are not completely free to express
unpopular views, that opposition parties do not get a fair chance to express their views
and try to influence government decision, and that legislators have limited freedom to
express views that differ from their political party.

The poll, sponsored by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and released in conjunction
with International Democracy Day, also finds overwhelming support throughout the
world for the principle that diversity of political expression should be allowed, and
support for democracy more broadly.
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When asked how free they think people are to express unpopular views in their country,
without fear of being harassed or punished, in no nations does a majority of people say
they are completely free. On average across all nations polled, just 24 percent say people
in their country are completely free to express unpopular political views, 42 percent that
they are somewhat free, and 30 percent that they are not very free.

Asked how often opposition parties get "a fair chance to express their views and try to
influence government,” in only 4 out of 21 nations do majorities say "most of the time."
On average only 37 percent say "most of the time," while nearly six in ten say "only
sometimes” (38%) or "rarely” (20%).
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"Around the world we find a remarkable

consensus that a diversity of political views should be tolerated, together with a
widespread perception that such diversity is not fully tolerated in society in general, or
even in the functioning of legislatures,” comments Steven Kull, director of
WorldPublicOpinion.org.

The poll also found strong support for democracy in general. Asked "How important is it
for you to live in a country that is governed democratically?" majorities in all 24 nations
say it is very or somewhat important. In no country do those calling this unimportant



exceed about one in four. On average across all nations polled, 90 percent say it is
important to live in a democratically governed country, and 67 percent say it is very
important.
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There is also wide variation in perceptions "~ " WorldPublicOpinion.org

of how fairly ethnic, religious or national

minorities are represented in national legislatures, though overall views lean in the
direction that minorities are not fairly represented. Asked how fairly "minorities,
including ethnic, religious, or national minorities" are represented in the national
legislature, eight nations have a plurality or majority saying that they are fairly
represented. Ten nations say they are not fairly represented and five nations are evenly
divided.
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