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Special	
  Collec&ons	
  in	
  Performing	
  Arts	
  	
  
or	
  “SCPA”	
  

•  SCPA	
  collects	
  performing	
  arts	
  materials	
  that	
  preserve	
  
performance	
  prac5ce,	
  instruc5on,	
  and	
  scholarship	
  

•  Established	
  in	
  the	
  early	
  1970s	
  
•  Early	
  collec5ons:	
  

•  music	
  educa5on	
  
•  band	
  history	
  of	
  the	
  Sousa	
  tradi5on	
  
•  clarinet	
  performance	
  

•  1990s	
  scope	
  expands	
  to	
  the	
  performing	
  arts	
  	
  
•  theatre	
  and	
  dance.	
  	
  



Mission	
  for	
  SCPA	
  

Our mission is to acquire, preserve, and provide access to 
research materials that document performance, instruction, 
and scholarship, consistent with the university’s performing 
arts educational objectives. Our intended community for the 
collections consist of students, faculty, and external 
researchers in their pursuit of (1) new original research, (2) 
programming any level of performance, and (3) resources 
for genealogical inquiry or individual memory. 	
  



Collec&ng	
  Strengths	
  for	
  SCPA	
  

•  Music education 
•  Band history 
•  Music Performance (especially clarinet, trombone, and 

percussion) 
•  American contemporary concert music 
•  Theatre: companies, critics 
•  Dance: companies, educators 
•  Performance documentation: any recording format for 

music; video for theatre and dance 
•  Popular music  



This	
  was	
  
John	
  Davis’s	
  

idea	
  



And	
  what	
  exactly	
  are	
  in	
  fanzines,	
  
especially	
  for	
  punk	
  zines?	
  



Interviews	
  with	
  	
  
bands	
  or	
  	
  
par&cipants	
  



Reviews	
  of	
  recordings	
  or	
  shows	
  



Columns:	
  cri&cal,	
  
	
  personal,	
  poli&cal…	
  

Note UMD’s free form radio station ad > 



Photography	
  	
  
and	
  other	
  	
  
visual	
  art	
  



Poetry,	
  	
  
short	
  stories,	
  	
  
other	
  crea&ve	
  	
  

wri&ng	
  



Adver&sing	
  



Distribu&on	
  

•  At	
  their	
  smallest,	
  one	
  copy	
  was	
  made,	
  or	
  perhaps	
  a	
  few	
  
copies	
  would	
  be	
  made	
  for	
  sharing	
  with	
  close	
  friends	
  

•  Some	
  were	
  duplicated	
  and	
  given	
  away	
  for	
  free	
  as	
  a	
  
means	
  to	
  build	
  community,	
  raise	
  awareness	
  about	
  an	
  
issue,	
  or	
  promote	
  bands	
  that	
  the	
  creator	
  liked	
  (or	
  was	
  
friends	
  with)	
  

•  Some	
  creators	
  were	
  more	
  entrepreneurial:	
  selling	
  the	
  
zines	
  at	
  shows,	
  bookstores,	
  record	
  stores,	
  through	
  
record	
  labels,	
  or	
  through	
  their	
  own	
  mail	
  order	
  efforts	
  



The	
  Collec&on	
  



Earliest	
  and	
  most	
  recent	
  sample	
  zines	
  

1.  Vintage	
  Violence	
  cover	
  from	
  1977	
  	
  
2.  Confab	
  cover	
  from	
  2015	
  



1.  Now	
  What?	
  [for	
  cut	
  &	
  paste	
  and	
  
handwriXen	
  1981]	
  

2.  Greed	
  [for	
  slick	
  from	
  late	
  1980s]	
  



What’s	
  in	
  the	
  collec&on?	
  
•  Series	
  1:	
  Washington	
  D.C.-­‐area	
  Fanzines	
  	
  

•  Series	
  2:	
  Fanzines	
  from	
  outside	
  of	
  the	
  
Washington,	
  D.C.-­‐area	
  	
  

•  Series	
  3:	
  Fanzine	
  Produc5on	
  Materials	
  	
  

•  Series	
  4:	
  Digital	
  Files,	
  D.C.-­‐area	
  Fanzines	
  	
  

o  Subseries	
  4.1:	
  Descenes	
  	
  

o  Subseries	
  4.2:	
  Discords	
  	
  

o  Subseries	
  4.3:	
  Insurrec5on	
  	
  

o  Subseries	
  4.4:	
  Punk	
  Life	
  	
  

•  Series	
  5:	
  Digital	
  Files,	
  Non-­‐D.C.-­‐area	
  Fanzines	
  	
  

o  Subseries	
  5.1:	
  Lec	
  Of	
  The	
  Dial	
  	
  

o  Subseries	
  5.2:	
  Maximumrocknroll	
  	
  

o  Subseries	
  5.3:	
  No	
  Deposit	
  No	
  Return	
  	
  

o  Subseries	
  5.4:	
  Punk	
  Planet	
  	
  



Why	
  us?	
  

l	
  John	
  in	
  1994	
  with	
  Corm	
  
r	
  John	
  in	
  2012	
  with	
  	
  
Title	
  Tracks	
  

Vin	
  in	
  1994	
  with	
  The	
  Crownhate	
  Ruin 	
   	
   	
  	
  	
  Vin	
  in	
  2014	
  with	
  Alarms	
  &	
  Controls	
  



Prospects	
  +	
  Challenges	
  

•  How	
  to	
  pitch	
  an	
  academic	
  ins5tu5on	
  to	
  DIY	
  
people	
  who	
  inherently	
  distrust	
  big	
  
ins5tu5ons	
  

•  How	
  to	
  pitch	
  dona5ng	
  when	
  mone5zing	
  
op5ons	
  are	
  significant	
  

•  Digital	
  rights	
  issues	
  	
  
•  Hoping	
  to	
  avoid	
  a	
  mishy-­‐mashy	
  collec5on	
  –	
  

more	
  than	
  dabbling	
  
	
  	
  
Thus,	
  our	
  en5re	
  focus	
  has	
  been	
  to	
  document	
  
this	
  culture	
  and	
  history	
  associated	
  with	
  the	
  DC	
  
scene.	
  	
  



Why	
  does	
  punk	
  maPer	
  at	
  a	
  	
  
major	
  research	
  university?	
  

Punk	
  culture	
  transcends	
  many	
  topics	
  at	
  a	
  university	
  
•  	
   Ethnomusicology	
  	
  
•  	
   Music	
  apprecia5on	
  classes	
  on	
  popular	
  music	
  	
  
•  	
   American	
  Studies	
  	
  
•  	
   Woman’s	
  Studies	
  	
  
	
  



Why	
  does	
  this	
  collec&on	
  maPer	
  to	
  UMD?	
  

•  SCPA	
  aims	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  true	
  performing	
  arts	
  special	
  
collec5ons	
  repository	
  –	
  striving	
  for	
  balance	
  in	
  dance,	
  
music,	
  and	
  theatre,	
  and	
  punk	
  cuts	
  across	
  all	
  of	
  those	
  
disciplines	
  

•  We	
  an5cipate	
  trends	
  in	
  scholarship	
  at	
  UMD	
  and	
  our	
  
larger	
  research	
  community	
  	
  



What	
  does	
  this	
  collec&on	
  	
  
mean	
  to	
  the	
  public?	
  

•  women’s	
  rights	
  
•  figh5ng	
  racism	
  
•  reproduc5ve	
  rights	
  
•  animal	
  cruelty	
  
•  tolerance	
  
•  LGBT	
  issues	
  

•  income	
  inequality	
  
•  basic	
  human	
  requirements	
  	
  

	
  and	
  freedoms	
  for	
  	
  
	
   	
  the	
  underrepresented	
  

•  figh5ng	
  poli5cal	
  corrup5on	
  
•  and	
  so	
  on…	
  	
  



For	
  more	
  informa5on,	
  search	
  for:	
  
“Punk Fanzine Collection + University	
  of	
  Maryland”	
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