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End of the Pacific War (August, 1945)

Au gu st  14, 19 45

Au gu st  30 , 19 45



New York Times , September 2, 1945

Occupation of Japan (September 1945 – April 1952)



April 28, 1952

O ccu p at io n  o f Jap an  (Se p te m b e r  19 45 – Ap r il 19 52)



The Pacific War (12/7/1941~9/2/1945) = 3  y e ar s an d  8  m o n th s

O ccu p at io n  o f Jap an  (9 / 2 / 19 45~4/ 28/ 19 52) = 6  y e ar s an d  8  m o n th s

C e n so r sh ip  o n  Jap an e se  m e d ia  
(Se p te m b e r  19 45~ N o ve m b e r  19 49 ) = 4 y e ar s an d  2  m o n th s

T im e lin e



The Civil Censorship Detachment (CCD) under the Supreme 
C o m m an d e r  o f Allie d  P o w e r s (SC AP ) w as r e sp o n sib le  fo r  m o n ito r in g 
an d  ce n so r in g th e  Jap an e se  m e d ia  – b o o ks, m agaz in e s, n e w sp ap e r s, 
p o ste r s, m ap s, m o vie s, r ad io  scr ip ts, e tc. T h e  C C D  h ir e d  Jap an e se  
lo ca ls as ce n so r s.

C e n so r sh ip  o n  Jap an e se  P r in t  m e d ia  

C ivil C e n so r sh ip  D e tach m e n t . N at io n a l Ar ch ive s an d  R e co r d s Ad m in ist r a t io n   



Civil Censorship Detachment (CCD) – P r e ssco d e



Civil Censorship Detachment (CCD) – Ke y  Lo g 



Materials that received “censorship actions”

• Eve r y  su b je ct / p u b lish e r / au th o r  w as su b je ct  to  
ce n so r sh ip .

• C e n so r sh ip  act io n s a r e : “Deletion ,” “ Violation ,” 
“Disapproval ,” “ Change ,” and “ Suppress .” 

• Less than 3,000 titles out of 71,000 books 
received censorship actions (Less than 5%)



“censorship action” - D ELET IO N

Sp r in g G ir l, Sh in m an ga (19 46 ) 



• Graduate (BA, MA, and Ph.D.) of 
University of Iowa

Dr. Prange in USA, 1930s

• Got a job at History Department at 
UMD, but soon took a leave of 
absence and joined the Navy

• Worked in the Statistic and Report 
Section in GHQ, and then became a 
chief historian in the Historical 
Branch. 

Gordon W. Prange , 1930s



• The Civil Censorship Detachment 
was to be dismantled in November 
1949

Dr. Prange in Japan, 1949

• Dr. Prange became interested in 
acquiring “ a slice of the unclaimed 
pie ” – these print materials collected 
for censorship purpose.  (Sara Snyder, 
2007) 

• Dr. Prange worked closely with 
General Charles Willoughby, the 
head of G -2 unit within the SCAP, as 
well as the UMD President Byrd, to 
acquire these materials. 

Dr. Gordon W. Prange , 1949



Dr. P r an ge to  U M D  P r e sid e n t  H ar r y  By r d , N o ve m b e r  28 , 19 49

“Bat t le  o f th e  Bo o ks”  



Arrival of wooden crates in UMD

En d  o f th e  “Bat t le  o f th e  Bo o ks” 



East Asian Collections and P r an ge C o lle ct io n  in  th e  M cKe ld in Lib r ar y  

M cKe ld in Lib r ar y



Gordon W. P r an ge C o lle ct io n , H o r n b ake Lib r ar y  N o r th

G o r d o n  W . P r an ge C o lle ct io n , H o r n b ake Lib r ar y



CCD file copies

• 71,0 0 0  b o o ks
• 14,0 0 0  t it le s o f m agaz in e s
• 18,0 0 0  t it le s o f n e w sp ap e r s
• 10 ,0 0 0  n e w s age n cy  p h o to gr ap h s
• 6 0 0  m ap s
• 250  p o ste r s an d  w all n e w sp ap e r s 



Gift Collection (Donated collections)

• P e r so n al an d  o fficia l le t te r s
• D o cu m e n ts 
• C o lo r  slid e s
• P h o to gr ap h s
• P h o to  a lb u m s an d  scr ap b o o ks
• En glish - lan gu age  b o o ks p u b lish e d  

in  O ccu p ie d  Jap an
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