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   Health officials and legislators will gather at the Chattanooga Convention
Center this week to discuss how to address health disparities in the minority
community.


   "So many of our diseases are preventable, so we have an obligation to cut
these disparities down and do a better job with our exercise and diet," said
George Curry, editor of the National Newspaper Publishers Association News
Service.


   Among statistics cited by health officials:


   *Black babies die in Tennessee at 2.5 times the rate of white babies, a rate
unchanged since the 1990s.


   *Black men under the age of 65 are diagnosed with prostate cancer at nearly
twice the rate of white men, and they suffer heart disease at twice the rate of
whites.


   *Diabetes affects blacks at a 70 percent higher rate than white people,
according to the Tennessee Department of Health.


   *Black and Hispanic women make up 80 percent of all women in the United
States who have AIDS.


   "It's not that they are any more promiscuous. It's that they're getting it
through heterosexual relationships," Mr. Curry said.


   Other minority groups also have some health disparities.


   American Indians have higher levels of diabetes than blacks. Puerto Rican
children have the highest incidence of asthma. Hispanic-Americans tend to suffer
more fatal or disabling strokes.


   But as the minority group with the highest death rate for most diseases,
blacks create the greatest concern among public health experts, officials said.


   Mr. Curry, also editor of BlackPress.com, will give the main address
Wednesday, the first day of the ninth annual Health Summit of Minority
Communities. Conference registration starts at 7 a.m. Wednesday. Workshops start
at 9 a.m. The conference will end at 2 p.m. Friday.


   This is the first time the summit has been held in Chattanooga. The event is
expected to attract about 800 youths and adults, said Sharon K. Williams, media
coordinator for the event.


   Organizers will begin each morning of the conference at 5:30 a.m. with a
one-hour exercise session.


   "We don't just want to tell people what to do. We want to show them. This is
how habits are changed," Ms. Williams said.


   The Rev. Dr. Kenneth Robinson, commissioner of the Tennessee Department of
Health, and Virginia Trotter Betts, commissioner of the Department of Mental
Health and Developmental Disabilities, will be among other speakers and workshop
presenters.


   Local organizers are hopeful that having researchers, residents and
legislators in the same place to exchange information will lead to legislators
being more knowledgeable of minority health issues, which should lead to their
consideration of policies that will improve the situation.


   "If the health department wanted to target resources toward addressing health
disparities, the legislator can play a roll in that," said local organizer
Charles Love, state president of the Tennessee Minority Health Community
Development Coalition.


   Representatives of the Tennessee Black Health Care Commission, the Tennessee
Black Caucus of State Legislators and the Tennessee Office of Minority Health
will be among those attending. Officials with the Tennessee Minority Health and
Community Development Coalition also will be present, organizers said.


   Mr. Curry said he also wants to help minority groups realize the power they
have. President Bush and Democratic presidential candidate John Kerry both have
been talking about minority health disparities.


   "They're talking about it because people have been advocating it," Mr. Curry
said. "That didn't start with them. That started with us. We have to realize the
power we have."


   Mr. Curry said he wants to make the public more aware of the health
disparities in hopes people will take actions to prevent them.
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