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This dissertation is a biographical study of Georg© Ripley and of bis 
first wife, Sophia Willard Dams* Its purpose in addition to presenting a 
detailed chronology is to trace the history of thought of the Ripleys» and 
to analyse their original writings, to describe- th© editorial career of 
George Ripley in sarring several publishers sad four m&gesineet The Christian 
Eagleter. tbs Dial. the Barbj&g#r. and ĝ rser.?.®...Monthly. Baaselset and. to de­
tail his work as literary editor of tbs low fork Tribune* ;i

This dissertation Is baaed upon a first hand examination of all exist­
ing manuscript materials to which the author feed access, as wall as to a 
survey of printed materials* la Oct©.wins Brooks Frothingham’e biography of 
Biplay, (1982) are printed many letters, the manuscript® of com© of which 
sees to haw© been lost. Two hundred and forty-nine letters by George Biol ay 
•fend forty-one by Sophia haw© been located and used in the preparation of this 
study, dther unpublished materiel* ere a short autobiographies! ©ketch, two 
sermons, a commonplace book, the charge book® of the Boston Athenaeum sad of 
Ha.rw.ard Collage Library, two notebook®, and the account book®, and book® of 
ainui©® of Brook farm.

Through consultation of the unpublished materiel®, -for the first time 
it has been possible to follow the sequence of Georg© lipley1# beliefs a* he 
mowed from the Calwlnisst of M s  childhood through ttaitArissian to the broadest 
theism. Ewe# after hi© first introduction to the doctrine of the intuitive 
power of mind, Ripley held to this common belief of the Traascwndenialists*



The hwmn mind, h© claims, has direct perception of truths which are in 
the mind of Sod# Hie assurance; that all souls, even the humblest, have 
access to the Belly, filled him with a reverence for m m  ms man# This senti­
ment, mt once religious and social, to a large extent inspired the founding 
of Brook farm, and informed many of his essays and reflevs* Sophia, impelled 
by her conscience towards reforming the world, felt repugnance for the dull 
people in it. She found comfort is Reman Catholicism, which supplied her 
social work with «a emotional attraction not previously present. George, 
after the failure of Brook Farm, engaged in literary pursuit®. Be a till 
urged the freedom of the individual, stood against slavery, and asked in­
creased civil rights for women.

d® a literary figure, George represented the'- best American fictorian 
taste, is a transistor of French and German theological and philosophical 
work#, he., hastened the flowering of Tram*oendeatallsm. -Bis 'original 
theological writing® she* that extreme liberalism which invited "attacks 
from the conservative sj he ./we® the first member of the Transcendental group 
to te# criticised for hi# view®. As an editor of magaslaes, he generally 
failed to bring his hope# to fruition, but &b m  editor of book®, particularly 
of the lew American Cyclopedia, he was mom successful* A® a literary critic, 
Ripley followed the conventional patterns of reviewing* his analyses of books 
gave a new dignity to the newspaper as a medium for literary information.
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CHAPTER I

She little town of Greenfield, Massachusetts, la the first 
poors of the nineteenth century, boasted fifteen hundred inhabi­
tants, m m  church, one public school.2, f© the north and west of 
this town, the ploughed fields, broken by woods, spread over sharply 
pitched hills. Here the country m e  perceptibly sore rugged then 
to the east, end the neighboring; villages, such as Shelburne, were 
over five hundred feet higher than Greenfield. On the east was the 
fertile Connecticut Hiver valley; the river itself lay a few miles 
beyond the town, To the south was the Junction of the little Green 
sad Deerfield Rivers, which were tributary to the Connecticut. To 
reach Greenfield from Boston, it was necessary to cross the high, 
broken country east of the Connecticut, on roads which were, at 
best, narrow and tortuous. In bad weather they became mud banks, 
sheets of ice, or snow drifts in due season. Bummer offered better 
travel, but even then one rode for several days through the dust, or

1 Octavius Brooks Pro th Ingham, George Ripley (American Men of letters 
Series, Charles Dudley Warner, ed., Boston, Houghton Mifflin, 1382), 
pp. 3-3. Hereafter, this work will be referred to as life.



2 .
jolted around inside a carriage, before the narrow vistas end sharp 
outlines of the high country gave place to the store ample horizons 
and the gleaning Connecticut liver.

Hews oame slowly to this beautiful and retired community. The 
large towns, with the current of intellectual life pulsing through 
them, were far off, and the difficulties of transportation made them 
farther still. 1803 was innocent of railroads or steam boats. In 1837* 
a mounted courier brought the mail from Boston onoe a weekj^ in the 
first years of the century, the cltisens of greenfield must have heard 
but dimly of the affairs of thin.t city, ninety miles away. Jhren more 
remote must have seemed the affairs of distant Washington, the muddy 
olty on the Potomac, where Jefferson presided over the White House, 
and was sometimes confused with Antl-Ghriat by the good federalists 
of Massachusetts.

Jerome Bipley was a person of no small Importance in his commu­
nity, to which he had come from his native Bingham, after some years
In Boston. His country store boasted "Dry and Fancy Goods,n the latter

■*term covering a variety of commodities, including liquors. He was at 
various times Justice of the Peace, member of the State legislature, and 
Associate Justice of the Bounty Court of Sessions. This body met at 
Greenfield, the seat of government of Franklin County. There are a few 
little memorandum books of this scrupulously precise judge in existence.
An interesting item, which dates between the years 1797 end 1799* shove 
the type of case handled by Jerome Bipley, and also the velue of money

2 Ibid., p. 3.
3 William S. Allen The Bipley Family of Greenfield, a MS. paper read
** .1 .iiumlfw I Imi II HmWmmmmi  lii.iibefore the Greenfield Historical Society, and lent to me by Mr* Philip 

Bipley, p. 6. Hereafter this work will be referred to as Bipley Family.
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in Greenfield. For a cas© of assault and battery,, he fined one 
Thomas Miller the sum of fifty e«at/»

The worthy justice was of a type which was indigenous to the 
northern Suited States, He did not correspond to a member of the 
English middle class, because he recognized none higher exceptf per** 
haps, the local minister. He was not a wbon bourgeois0, because there 
is an Implication of condescension in the term, and no one condescend­
ed to rural Mew In gland, hike his community, he was hard working, 
respectable, and essentially conservative* Me feared God, never 
short-changed anybody, and caused his son George mild amusement by 
his staunch veneration for Timothy Pickering and the authors ©f Fed­
eralism* Contemporary accounts speak of him as a cautious and amiable 
man, who minded his ova tallness, was slow to ^dopt opinions, but once 
having made up hi# mind, stuck't© it, •though at a cost of temporary
loss of popularity, or of a brief interruption of kind feelings m  the

%part of those he loved best**
His wife, Sarah Franklin Ripley, was a descendant of the 'ancle of 

Benjamin Franklin* She was a reserved, respectable, Mew Hngland house­
wife, who knew all the dogmas necessary to salvation, and the exact a m ­
ber ©f squash in the family larder* She held to her religious view# with 
the same tenacity as Jerome to his* The family used to assemble for
prayers, but not without something like schism* Jerome Ripley was Uai-

btartan, and Sarah Franklin, orthodox • The family were about equally

U Ibid*,p* 6*
5 Ibid**©. 7.
6 Ibid* «p» 4*
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5*

lar IfasSAchusetts for th© south, where she took an active pait in
10colored missions until her death, la 1871 • Thomas, the eldest &m$

and his charming wife, were the center of a cheerful social circle*
If Georg© called at hie brother*& house some afternoon, he would find 
there a group of young people, enjoying tea and the conversation of hie 
sister-in-law, Susan Clap Ripley^* Serious Fbramklin Bipley, when he 
grew up, followed in his father1 © footsteps, and became & judge, in this 
case, of th® Probate Court* He was Hi© family financier, to whoa the 
others turned, in their later years, for the settlement of wills* Var­
ious offices in the local bank, from cashier to president or director,'

12had well fitted him for such tasks • Franklin was, like his father, 
conservative, inflexible, but apparently more outspoken* Lydia Hobart, 
the fourth child, married the lev* Bancroft Fowler, and Elisabeth frank­
lin, David Brigham* Between Elizabeth and George existed a particularly 
close friendship* fh© difference in their ages did not lessen the com*-

1-apanlostship which he felt towards this intelligent and sympathetic woman , 
Her little daughter, 1st©, was th© affectionate playmate of Uncle George, 
when he returned to Greenfield with all th© glory of Cambridge about him, 
for the holidays* Harriet and Marisim® were nearest to Georg® in age* 
Harriet was a %uleb and gentle poreon, who took great pleasure in the 
mild, natural beauty of trees and gardens, and in th© neat, bom-bordered

10 Ibid*, p. 7.
11 Ibid* * p* 8.
12 Ibid* * p. 11, 
13. Xhi4* § p* y •
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revereneed the same greet names of learned divines of earlier times f 
such.as the great Jonathan Edwards* All traced their ancestry back t® 
the &iglieh reformers* But any attempt of on© church to impose upon 
another what it should believe, would have been greeted frith wonder*

The minister was chosen by his society, and sometimes dismissed 
by it. Generally speaking, once installed, the pastor swayed his quiet, 
respectable, docile congregation * Change in dogma was still actively in 
progress. The discarding process,, begun with th® Reformers, had not end­
ed in Ssgland. Sometimes a congregation drifted imperceptibly with its 
pastor into Unitarianiemj sometimes the pastor*s changing views provoked 
a similar conscious change in those of his people* The earliest example 
of a church which, Trinitarian one day, became, by its active determina­
tion, Unitarian the next, was that of King*® Chapel, Boston, in 1785.^ 
The much loved pastor, losing his faith in the Trinity, informed the 
proprietors that under the circumstances he had no alternative but to 
depart. The congregation took counsel with itself, and decided to re­
tain their■ minister at all costs. Accordingly they severed their con­
nection with the Congregational Church, shortened the endings of prayers, 
and Sundays went on much as before* On the other hand, it sometimes hap­
pened that the elders of the congregation decided that the preacher and 
the younger members were odious with heresy, and acrimonious schism took 
place* Tii© law would fee called in to decide the possession of the church 
and furniture, Sometimes th© newer belief triumphed, whence the paradox 
that in many Sew England towns, the First Church is Unitarian, and the 
Second Church, orthodox. Something of the sort took place in Harvard,

19: D. H»rt, rns. esfssg. p p w u m  -i# M a i t o  (London,New fork, Toronto, Oxford University Press, 1941}, P# 764*
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SCHOOL

Little is known about George1 s childhood and school years •
1# attended tbs public school 1a Greenfield. which probably, lib# all. 
such institutions in lev Ingland, was an unpretentious affair* this 
school wmt have been a large one, as it was the only such in Green­
field, & town of fifteen hundred people* . there seems to have been some 
delay of unknown cause connected with the progress of George's education. 
Although a very good student, he did not enter Harvard until he was 
seventeen, which was a bit backward for those es&cting times* Perhaps 
the good public school was not of the stuff of which advanced scholars 
were made* Or, as one begins to suspect from the continuous references 
to his health in. his letters, perhaps poor George was intimately acquaint­
ed with every childish disease lurking within alias of Greenfield,

After the public school, George attended the academy of a Mr* Hunt­
ingdon, in Hadley, this was quite a large affair, of one hundred and 
thirty pupil®, and prepared directly for college. Here George made friend©

2Q

with ^plvester Clapp, another serious minded scholar, mid the two would

20 George Bipley to Sylvester Clapp, Mow. 13, 1819. £.L*S. in the posses­
sion of Ltsette Biggs.



10,

sit under the trees end rearrange the universe In euoh long end satis­
factory confer eat lone that It wee remarkable that things should he very 
much the seme with the world afterwards. Both were very religious boys, 
a little priggish, and spent much tine In earnest discourse on the temp- 
tatlons of life, of which they had no knowledge who tower, letters to the 
senior Bipleys fro® Hadley show what was, perhaps, George' s first major 
frustration. Be had set his heart on Tale, and summoned what he consl- 
dered the most telling arguments in his fewer, to impress his father, 
who was Inclined to Harvard,

Hadley, June 16, 181$,
By dear Bother, —  ... ,Vc have a very large school this term, about 
one hundred and thirty. Hr. Huntingdon calculates to fit me for 
college before next Gommenoement, I suspect that if my health 
Is good X oan read the Testament and Minora this term, which is 
all that Is required at Tale. To fall is absolutely Impossible.
In haste.*.

Hadley, July 10. 181$,
Honored Parent,— ... .This quarter expiree on the 11th of august, 
about six weeks from this time. X expect then to haws studied 
the Minora and arithmetic. There will then be only a fortnight 
before Commencement, and the remaining studies which 1 need are 
the Greek Testament and algebra and ancient and modern geography. 
Ton will easily perceive that it will be impossible for me to 
become acquainted with these before the term commences, X may 
perhaps, with hard study and previous calculations, by a year 
from next fall be fitted as a Sophomore, if you should conclude 
to send me to Cambridge, The Commencement at Tale is the 
second week in September, with a vacation of six weeks. All 
that X shall be deficient In at the end of the quarter, of 
the preparatory studies required at Tale, will be the Greek 
Testament. A knowledge of that X could easily obtain, and be­
fore the commencement of the term be well fitted and enabled to 
have a respectable standing in the class. 1 think It is alto­
gether necessary for me to know what arrangements are made re­
specting me, before the expiration of this term. X feel grateful 
that you are willing to be at the additional expense of educating 
me, and I hope that I shall duly appreciate the favor. It shall

21 Life, p. U. George Bipley to Sarah franklin Bipley, June 16, 1813,
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Georg* spent the night and the next morning with hit hospitable 
cousin, and la the afternoon drove with hit Conein Sarah to Waltham, 
where Samuel Bipley kept hie sohool. for the firet time, George came 
into oontaot with teaohere of the firet ability. He was delighted with 
their methods of instruotlen, although Hr. Ripley, mueh lees sanguine 
than Mr. Huntingdon of Hadley, made no seoret of his doubts as to

pitGeorge*s ability to get Into Harvard that year. It his house was 
already full, Mr. Ripley made arrangements for George to stay with a 
respeotable family at a prioe whioh gave the young student twinges of 
conscience— $3.00 a week. George wrote his mother his impressions of 
the sohool and of Waltham. In unbelievable prlgglshnees, or simple 
homesickness, he told that good lady that the town where his cousin 
was pastor was a pleasant place, but inferior in religion to Green-
n»u.30

W.lthaa. Job. 1?, 1819
My dear Mother,— Me had upon the whole a pleasant Journey, 
though It was rendered disagreeable by the extreme heat and 
dust and the number of passengers. We arrived at Lincoln 
about eight la the evening, where we met Or. Ripley, who car­
ried us to Geaoord, there I passed the night and part of the 
next day, and in the afternoon rode to Waltham with cousin 
Sarah. She stated the case to Mr. Ripley, who was willing 
to instruct me, and after an examination expressed hie opinion 
that probably I night enter Cambridge, if not at Commencement, 
at the close of the vacation. He has a house full of boys, 
two of whom are to be examined in the fall, fhe advantages 
here for being well prepared for college are indeed ©any. His 
system of instruction Is altogether different from anything 
which X have ever been accustomed to. It is pretty certain 
if 1 had not come here, or to some other similar place, X 
should not have been fitted for Cambridge this years and as
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I now mm X consider it something doubtful whether I can 
get in . By b̂ofti*d>lag—pla oo is at a Bp® * Saitht1 ® * a very 
respectable family. fhe board I® $3*00 a vitlc,— a largo 
sun. But I trutt that eventually it will be cheaper for 
a# than if I had remained at Greenfield, the plan® 1®
▼try pleasant, nany beautiful walk® and proepocta, and a 
good situation for acquiring knowledge* but the religion®
•tat® of th® plan® is far different from that of Greenfield*^1
By autumn of 1819# thank® to the good work of Samuel and Sarah

Bipley, he was ready for Harvard. 1® went froa hi® family1® house
in Greenfield to Boston* where he sew friend® of the Jerome Ripleys.^
Thence he went to Cambridge* and entered the class of 1823*

31 Ibid.» pp. 6-7* George Ripley to Sarah Franklin Ripley* June 12* 1819*
32 Ibid.* p. 7*



G m t n m  u s

fU K fJ B g

H i m H  wa* th* eiora center of Uoltarlimi^* Hi* newer belief 
had captured th* Hollis Frefeaftorahiw of J&viai%r i» X&€»5# with th* 
aFfttlaftMit of ■ Bev* 'Hr# Haary H*r# to -that With audible naledie-*
tlane* th* Trinitarian* had retired to th* fagtn***** of ladever* «nd 
founded their 'Theological School • In 1S19* th* HoXlle Professor w** 
still In €Mtoridg*y and actively teaching* but' that year saw th# sever­
ance of undergraduate Harvard and th* Divinity Schools ft was th# latter 
which was War*** jiertleiilar proviso** Be wa* aseisted by Professor 
Willard* m &  President iiitoand*

fa 'th* ©©liege* th© professors who sad* the met active lapreaele* 
on Georg© were President John Thornton. Kirkland f Professor Levi Prisbie, 
Frofeeaor Levi Hedge* Profeeeor Idward Srerwtt and Prefeeoor Andrew* 
Horton* John Thornton Kirkland was* beyond shadow of doubt* a very 
ugly naa#*^ His feature* were lari* and bulb©*#* anil a whining path of 
scalp separated the elinttp* of dark hair on either eld* of hi® head* Hut 
hi* feature* wear* Xtmiaone with intelligence* and hi* presto* provoked

33 ; in engraving in Austin Windsor e&* fjeaorteS 111 a tor/ of Boston (4 wols, 
Boston* lane* B* Osgood* Mil}, ?*7W$ ftudag p« iiS* Hereafter this 
work w ill be referred  to  a* Boston*



thought* Fro® Dr. Kirkland*® accession, George. claimed, a# ha looked 
bank many years later, could be dated the mental awakening of Harvard 
and Boston* The President was less of a speculative philosopher than 
Professor Frisbte, less of .a pillar of scholarship than Professor Horton* 
H# wrote less than Professor Hare, in fact, such was his aversion for 
putting pan to paper, that he could hardly bring himself to doing it 
at all* neither was he, like Professor Everett, regarded as a miracle 
of foreign. culture* It was hi* function to foe a catalyst on a large 
scale*

Professor Friable wrote even less, because straining M s  weak ' 
ayes over paper m s  painful* His influence he exercised personally, in 
his lectures on Moral Philosophy* in the ■ class xoomf he charmed as w e H  
as convinced* Looking towards the n&sy outlines of his pupils, he per­
suaded them into those white regions of clear thought which were M s  
habitat* One of the thoughts on which he most insisted was th® simple 
character of the idea of right* This idea, ■ he' claimed, arose spontane­
ously in the soul; lb was net derived from anything, it was intuitive. 
Between the ideas of right and utility lay an umbridgeble chasm $ profes­
sor Friable was the arch foe of Utilitarianism. la his speculations, he> 
departed widely from the sensuous of •professor Morton. 34

There was no question that Rev. Andrews Horton provoked thought, 
but it was by the ungentle way of c o n t r a d i c t i o n . ^  He pricked his stu­
dent# into cerebration, and them bludgeoned the* if their expression

34i George Ripley, in Boston. Chapter III,"Philosophical Thought in B©#toi|" 
pp* 297 ff. This chapter was begun by Ripley, and finished by George 
Fttirbridgs Bradford*

35 Ibid. 299 ff*
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of his Influence Is manifest In a letter which Georg© wrote hi?? mother,
complaining of the food in commons!

JTert terra, I hop*? to board in my room at $2*00, as nearly 
one fourth of the scholars do. This custom is recently 
introduced by Professor Iverett, who sets the example in 
imitation of th© German universities, whose manner* and 
customs they endeavor to adopt as much a® possible. ̂
Professor lev! Hedge lectured on metaphysics* This 'professor nust 

have been more then usually objective in his method of teaching, because 
while he held ant i~ son national views, his exposition of Loclr© inspired 
HipXey to write home praises of that English philosopher, ’the son of 
Levi Hedge, brilliant young Frederic Henry, until IB22, was absorbing 
the studios, and Irritating the authorities, of Gerraan universities*
111® influence was to combine with that of IBverett in aeJring the study 
of German popular among the intelligensia of Boston.

Kot a professor at Harvard, but surpassing them all by his influ­
ence on the mind of the time, m s  Bev. Dr* William Kllery ©vanning, the 
pastor of the Federal Street Church. Tn 1819, the year of Georg©* s arrival, 
Channirg went to Baltimore for the ordination of Bev*. Jared Sparhs, and

87delivered a sermon which became the definitive statement of Unitarianissu 
Chaining not only asserted belief in one Bivine Person instead of three, 
but described in no uncertain tone the benevolence of God. an-! tae ex­
cellence of human nature* He rejected the doctrines of total depravity 
rad in© fall. To him, no cloud of original sin hung over the 5* r.tell ec t, 
which was capable of recognising truth; no innate viciousne*? of the will

36 Life, m. 13, George Hipley to [Sarah Fraritelin TUpleyl.
3? Villiara Htlsry Choming, P. D., Wo lies (Boston., American Tiniiarlrm

Association, 1886), "Unitarian (SprUtlenity, ** pp. 369 ff. The Federal 
ft root Church is also known as the Berry 8tr,©ot Church.
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deflected It towards evil. fhe doetrlns of the atonement, Charming 
held, dishonored Ood; Christ1* death was the crown and seal of Sis 
teaching, hat from the Infinite justice of Cod It bought aothing at 
all. While Ghamnlng did not deny the inspiration of the Bible, he 
urged that it he need as any other hook, by the criterion of reason, 

Qhsnnlng was no formal philosopher, the nature of the reason he 
did not dwell on. It seemed sufficient that it was a power in nan cap- 
able of distinguishing truth from untruth, and good fro* evil. So ac­
credited the soul with soee insight into the Divine Order, hut certainly 
not enough at any tine to make Christianity superfluous. On that sub­
ject, he wrote dame* kertlneau in l$kl» that the spiritualists, (the 
trmnsoeadentallsts) were *ta danger of substituting private inspiration 
for Christianity.*^ la the 18201 s, however, Ghannlag was the leader 
of the younger aea whose radicalism he was one day to have misgivings 
about. Startling declarations, which paved the way to the acre extreme 
thought, abounded in his semenss

the religious principle is, without doubt, the noblest working 
of human nature. this principle Ood implanted for Himself.
Through this the human eind corresponds to the Supreme Divinity.39
fhe great lesson is, that there is in human nature, an element 
truly Divine, and worthy of all reverence i that the infinite 
which is mirrored In the outward universe, it yet more brightly 
Imaged in the Inward spiritual world.*®
A spiritual light, brighter than that of noon, pervades all 
our dally life, fhe cause of our not seeing is ourselves.**

3d Octavius Brooks frothlngham, fimaseondentellam in lew England (lew fork, 
d.J\ Putnam*s Sons, 18?i)# p* 112. Hereafter this work will be re­
ferred to as fransosadsntal 1 sm»

39 Ibid., p. 113.
**0 Idem.

Idea.



And, very significantly, after a discussion of the mind which was in 
no conflict'with the opinions of Locke, wThe Mind does not receive 
everything from abroad.*^

If Harvard had liberalised theology by casting off Calvinis®, 
there had been no such liberalisation in the rules of conduct* Student 
upheavals during theearly twenties bore witness to the growing unrest, 
caused by the obligatory puritanical observances with which the place 
was encumbered* fhe quality of th© enforced piety may be judged from 
the fact that, as late as 1821, students were fined for ^unnecessary 
walking on the Sabbath.*"^

12. Channing, oo.clt. p. 271.
13. «!®me® Bryant Sonant, Samuel Eliot Morrison, LeBaron Bussell Briggs, 

Alfred Chester Hanford, William John Bingham, Ind William Ichabod 
Ulchola, fhe History and traditions of Harvard College (Cambridge, 
**»«.» I M  Ham rd. fijjjagga> 1931? p. 20.



CHAPTER If

Till STBDEHT BECOBU

George*® annals at Harvard are meager* Be resided on the campus 
during hie lour undergraduate years, in Halle which are still standingi 
HallA## Stoughton, Massachusettsf and Holworthy*^ He attended the 
prayer meeting* of the more pious freshmen when in that class* As a 
sophomore, junior, and senior, he refrained fro® nixing in the less 
prayerful hut equally sincere meetings which were held for the purpose 
of berating the faculty* He ate at steward* s commons for the first 
quarter of hie freshman year, then joined In the usual undergraduate 
complaints about the food* and to ode his meals elsewhere for the dura­
tion of that year, at least* Because of his worries over money he 
spent as little as he possibly could, and taught a school in Fitchburg, 
Massachusetts, in the winter of 1822-3* He was frustrated in his desire 
to go to Germany fey the anemic condition of the family budget* He mixed 
in society in Cambridge* In short, hi® path through the wilds of college 
life was straight, narrow* and except for academic honors, unexceptional*

U :  H*rr*rd ttalveraity Ur**tart,** for 18X9-20, 1820-21, 1*81-22, 1822-23.



Being a good, student* during the tin* that he was in Harvard*
George took part ia various exhibition and commencement performances.
In August* 1821,^ he took part in a Latin Dialogue* with Thomas W*
Door^ and John P. Robinson*47 This masterpiece* a presentation ©f 
Casca* Brutus* and Gassiua, had been translated into Batin frost Shakes­
peare* History has not recorded who played which conspirator * In Aug­
ust* 1822, he delivered an £&gllsh| oration* "The Character of literary 
Men* as affected by the Spirit of Society#*48 This speech, mist have 
been at least as exciting to hi® audience as his part in mathematical 
and astronomical bemonetrat ions * in April* 1923*^ The chief record 
of George*a undergraduate success is an honors thesis in mathematics* m. 
the shape of the earth# This product of his senior year* neatly wiitbea 
in ixis best slant hand on a large* single piece of white cardboard* was 
accompanied by neat diagrams* and a Batin dedication to President Kirk-* 
land#**0 It proves that the earth is an oblate spheroid* that is* flat­
tened at the poles# the thesis follows the work of Maupertin, chief of 
the French Academy of Sciences expedition in the early eighteenth century*

451 laMMttoa and Ctewapmemmenft Performances for 1821-2 (Harvard* 1821*2),
46 > Thomas Wilson Dorr* 1BQ5-34* His election as Governor of Rhode Island*

in 1641* by a People9* party* was called Derr*® Rebellion#
47 ? John P# Robinson* later Governor of Massachusetts* is commemorated by

James Russell Lowell* 4  M & M  J&£
48 > Mftbltiona&d Comeacsment Performances for 1622-3 (Harvard* 1822-3).
49 Jbid*.
50 George Ripley* The Figure of the larth. MS. honor thesis in Harvard 

College Archives.
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Pyincij>&l . M  Morales' Barter m  the Soulj the Beleetle B»vle«r*
Tucker*a htffht qf Mature* Shortly after his arrival ati^wabridge* Mplegr 
found that his studies vara easier than he had @xp@ot©d# and that after 
he had prepared hie lessens* he had tine to spare# fhie time he decided 
to invest in an extensive course of reading a habit Shiah lasted through­
out hie life*1̂  Of the first results of this habit* the Harvard charge 
boohs are the partial account*

miii ij ■■>■;! Hi?i'je»- imM̂wieSiepis*nmei*«p»»#n»ijetin>t*>■»rresjer-iinniet̂ >i.

53) Life* p* 1.7• George Bipl^r to Sarah Franklin Mpler# October* 1B19*



CHAPTEK t

H f S Q C W T  At m m A m

Amm$ ik© practical worries which beset the young student at hi#
©ntxy lab© Harvard.- were his studies, hi® relations with the other stw*
dents, and the ewer lasting problem of moneys $h© studies caused no
difficulty. He did .not immediately realize how diff 1 cult the natter of
his social relationships would be*, the most immediate of hi# problem#
was money* This worry could not be disposed of with a shrug. Boohs
were expensive; he ©hopped around Cambridge until he had found a good
number of the®, In fairly respectable condition* the relics of impeeuni- 

56m m  sophomores* It the steward1# commons, he learned that an extra fee 
called slsinig was charged for second helpings* Mis respeeteb&e wlm -da 
save his father expense made him try' hard not to be an expensive student. 
Be was newer fined* Be was so far from being a valiant trencherman, that 
his quarterly bill for second helpings was sometimes as little as twenty- 
four cents Bis great ©xtravaqgaac® that winter was $4.00 worth of

56 Ibid. * p* 18, George Ripley to is rah Franklin Ripley, October 1819* 
57, Harvard t^arteyly Books for 1319~2G, in Harvard Univar.sity Archive#*



wood*^ If he shivered a little in hi® roo© at Hollis Hall, it was
out of consideration for Jerome Ripley* father of eight* He even con­
sidered teaching school in the winter vacation, and for two months after 
It* but doubted that he could get a really good school* paying as much 
as |16*00 a month

A letter to hi.® mother describee the practical arrangements* and 
first impressions of Cambridgei

Cambridge* October* 1819
Bear Mother*— At length I have got pretty comfortably estab­
lished in this seminary, and begin to feel at home* I have had 
a very confused time hitherto* ©wing to the p@rplead.ties end 
inconveniences which usually attend a student on his first 
entrance on a collegiate course; but I now find considerable 
quiet and tranquillity, and can behold a prospect of profit 
and improvement* X arrived in Boston the day after leaving 
Greenfield, and found our friend# In health* X<m probably desire to know concerning my situation and prosperity at this 
place* but I hardly know what opinion to form myself* As I 
observed before* the prospect for improvement in learning is 
favorable* Undoubtedly there are means and privileges here 
particularly great, such as are ©ajoyed by no other American 
college. The course of studies adopted here* in the opinion 
of competent judges, i» singularly calculated to fora scholars* 
and* moreover* correct and accurst# scholars; to inure, .the 
mind to profound thought and habits of investigation and rea­
soning. X am in great hope® that my health will b© able to 
endure the exertions necessary to be made. I am not obliged 
to study at all hard to perform the exercises allotted me. At 
present our lesson® can all be learnt in three* or at most* 
four,hoj|r#. But Hie diligent student will find something ie 
occupy all his time* and leave not a moment to be spent la 
idleness. I expect to have some time to read* and if a judi­
cious ©ho ice of book# is made it may be profitable. The ex­
penses here will probably be^nearly &# you expected. The com­
mons are charged according to the price of provisions'! but 
there is aa extra expense* called siaing; that is* if you don*t 
have bread* or butter* or meat* etc.* sufficient* you can call 
for more* and be charged four cents a time* This amounts, when

58 Ibid.
59 life, pp.8-9* George Ridley to Sarah Franklin Ripley* g©vember 10* 1819*



.it is don© mo oftener than 1# absolutely necessary, to* say,
$2.00 a tern*" The books used in the classes are furnished by 
the University booksellers, at a discount of twenty per cent#, 
to. be'charged in the quarter bill.* Many second-hand are t© be 
obtained, however, for a trifle* I bought a very good book, 
the price of which is $2*80 for two shillings, and one or two 
©there in the same proportion* Mr washing ! have done at $5#00 
per term*

Your affectionate eon, G* Ripley*®^
In regard to his adjustments to his classmates, something went very 

seriously amiss* George did not find out how far amiss until his soph©-* 
more year, the fault was not with his appearance; he was a handsome stu^ 
dent with brilliant eyes, and crisp brown heir* His training end 
tremendously earnest outlook wore responsible. Coming from the quiet, 
ordered Ripley household in Greenfield, the sententious discussions of 
Hadley, and the serious cramming school of Samuel and Sarah Ripley, he 
m m  plunged into' Harvard, where the cosmopolitan sons of the large Sew 
England cities were fuming at the puritanical restrict!one of an earlier 
age* With these restrictions, George had no quarrel. He regarded hie 
Classmates With suspicion, seeing their frivolity and wondering about the 
quantity of religion in their souls* fhe Freshman Class was not yet feel** 
ing its cats, but by Ho venter of the next year, .was to express itself in 
strikes, riots, indignation meetings, petitions, ostracisms, and other 
signs of student displeasure*^ George, who had always a more natural 
affinity for the government than for the protest, was to be one of the 
•objects of it® displeasure* But in the meantime, he was not made unhappy*

60 Life. pp«7~3*
61 life, p.l*
62 m .  History, of the Clasc of 13,23. Harvard University Archives. Her#** 

after this work will be referred to as Glass of 1823*



2$.

He found a group of equally serio-ue-mlnded students, and they held 
prayer meetinge to their hearts* content la oae of the class rooms 
eaeh treek, end more ea SSsadey e v e n i n g s i t  took exactly oae year for 
social stigma to attach to the member from Greenfield.

A curious scruple arose la hie freshman year* vhleh bothered him 
for other years to come. Ac a cample of the thinking which womld act 
commend itself in a group of college students, it has almost unique la* 
terssf. Poor George stands revealed la all the symptoms of religions 
measles, Hot only was he a practicing prig la his own right* hat he was 
in the unhealthy and unlovely state of mind where he happily looked on 
all those different from himself as good candidate for hel1-fodder, He 
even contrived to spoil his own solitary pleasure for himself— his studies. 
There seems to have been a strong ascetic Hew Hnglsnd strain in George’s 
background, which shrieked* "It’s wrong if you like it.* How, Gorge was 
devoted to his hooks, and longed to pursue his studies with all the fervor 
which had never been exorcised lit card games or coin collections. But the 
rigid Galvlalstic conscience sereamed Incessantly Into his ear, •Isn’t it 
frivolousIs and suggested that he would do better by the next world to be 
a missionary in this one. George, very worried, wrote in the approved 
Hadley manner to Sylvester Clapp ©bout this ease of oonselenoet

Cambridge Harv. Univ. Hov. 13/1819
My beloved friend

I reed your affectionate letter of the 1st inst, for which 
you will accept my slneere thanks. It occasioned very pleasing 
emotions, to think that X still retained a place in the remem-

ym- tf 'wiwr w iiw1"11 111 ■ ■ f 1 ii.wiiiii<h»p||»' HW.|.|liWl,|!i .■■n.m f i,f

63 George Jtlpley to Sylvester Clapp, Hovember 13, 1S19* A.1,3. in the 
possession of Llsette Higgs.



brance and a f fe c t io n s  o f  a f r ie n d ,  w ith  who® I  was fo rm e r ly  
in t im a te ly  connected , and in  whose s o c ie ty  I  had experienced  
the  p u re s t en joym en t. The re c e p t io n  o f  a l e t t e r  from  you , 
e x c ite d  many p le a s a n t r e c o l le c t io n s ,  and c a lle d  up a s s o c ia tio n ©  
in  my b re a s t o f  the  most g r a te fu l  and d e l ig h t f u l  n a tu re . I  was 
f o r c ib ly  rem inded o f  the  p le a s a n t season, w hich we spen t to g e th e r  
a t  H ad ley, w here, in  th e  p u r s u i t  o f  u s e fu l know ledge, and in  the  
c u l t iv a t io n  o f  ou r in t e l le c t u a l  f a c u l t ie s ,  we, I  t r u s t ,  en joyed  
hours & day© o f  s a t is fa c t io n  & p le a s u re ,— B u t these seasons, a re  
n o t d e p a r te d ,—  we a re  s e p a ra t 'd  fro ®  many whom we te n d e r ly ,  lo v e ,  
and have e n te red  a new course  o f  l i f e ,  f ra u g h t  w ith  t r i a l s  & d i f f i ­
c u l t ie s  & te m p ta t io n s . A lth o u g h  ou r p re se n t s i tu a t io n  i s  a ttended  
w ith  many p e c u l ia r  t r i a l s ,  i t  has s t i l l ,  I  th in k ,  many p r iv i le g e s  
and sou rces , o f  advantage & p le a s u re , found  in  no o th e r  s i t u a t io n .
Be ing separa ted  from  th e  common concerns o f  l i f e ,  and e n jo y in g  
uncommon f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  im provem ent, we may c o n s id e r 
t h is  as the  h a p p ie s t period & s i t u a t io n  ■& o u r l i v e s .  To the  adnd 
o f  any te s te ,  o r  delicate f e e l in g  i t  w i l l  a lw ays be d e l ig h t f u l ,  
to  pursue the  pa ths of learning, & as Horace expresses the id e a ,
" in t e r  s y lv a s  ’Academ i, q ua ra re  v e ru e ^ l The la b o r  and e x e r t io n  
which we make f o r  in t e l l e c t u a l  e x c e lle n c e  and g re a tn e s s , w i l l  be 
r i c h l y  re p a id ,  i f  tho®*1 endeavours are made in  subse rv ie n ce  to  
the  w i l l  o f  God, & In dependence on him f o r  success. B u t t h is  
I© the grand p o in ty  in  which scho la r©  u s u a l ly  f a i l .  They w i l l  
a rd e n t ly  & in d e f '& tig & b ly  pursue- thv: pa ths o f  le a rn in g ,  b u t go on 
re g a rd le & s  o f  God & o f  the im po rtance  o f  making a l l  t h e i r  a t t a in ­
ments tend to  h is  g lo r y .  They fo rg e t  th a t  th e re  i s  -a d ay , when 
the  c h ild re n  o f  men, *111 be judged o f the  im provem ent the y  have 
made o f  th e  f a c u l t ie s  & powers, w ith  which. God has e n tru s te d  them.
0 , my friend, how g re a t i s  th a- f o l l y  o f  suffering, the  © harms o f 
l i t e r a t u r e  to  separa te  between us & ou r God. And how unw ise & 
c h o ic e , do we make, f o r  what knowledge i s  w orthy  to  be compared 
w ith  the  knowledge o f  Jesus C h r is t?  What truth® so su b lim e , what 
doctrine© so pure and elevating as those o f our holy r e l ig io n ?
Where among the  sages o f  a n t iq u i t y ,  s h a l l  we search  f o r  t r u t h  so 
c h e e r in g , so c o n s o la to ry  to the  mind o f  man, as th a t  o f  redem ption  
by the  b lo o d  o f  the  S a v io u r . T h is  truth surpasses a l l  the  boasted  
aystens o f  the heathen P h ilo s o p h e rs . And how i n f i n i t e l y  im p o r ta n t 
is  i t  th a t  we are  interested in the b le ss in g ©  o f  t h is  scheme o f  
re d em p tio n . How unhappy would i t  be , i f  a f te r '.h a v in g , enjoyed so 
many privileges, we finally came short o f  the g re a t s a lv a t io n .
0 ,  l e t  us la b o u r  & p ra y  to  o n te r  in t o  th a t  r e s t ,  w hich i s  prepared 
f o r  the peop le  o f  God. L e t .u s  b in d  o u rs e lv e s  to  the cause o f  God,
& hav ing  ou r in te r e s ts  id e n t i f i e d  w ith  those o f  the  ch u rch , l i v e  
e n t i r e ly  devoted  to  h im , who has don- so much f o r  u s ,— The p ro s p e c t 
o f  the  speedy p ro m u lg a tio n  o f  C h r is t ia n i t y  th ro u g h o u t the w o rld  i s  
v e ry  e n cou ra g in g . G lo r io u s  th in g s  e re  spoken o f  2 io n  the  c i t y ,  o f  
God) she w i l l  one day * r is e  from  th~ d u s t,  t  A/a t  on her b e a u t i f u l  
ga rm en ts)— f a i r  as the  moon, c le a r  as the sun & t e r r ib le  as an army 
w ith  ba nne rs , she w i l l  move in  the g re a tn e ss  o f  her © tre n th , overcoming 
a l l  o p p o s it io n ,  and sp re a d in g  l i g h t  l i f e  & b lesse dness , in  a l l  he r



w  ■

a

f 4 * 8 ̂  * J*5 3
i « s i

l

J

p ! 17
1S

-4
7* 

G
&

iT
la

is
t 

m
iS

fii
aa

aa
je

jr 
in 

G
sa

m
ec

st
ic

iit



32.
I should ho very much pleased to receive lottors fro* 

you. A to o&rry oa a cor respondenoe— I should like to have 
you writs a plan of ths oourss of studios, whloh you pursus 
this year. Hews you become acquainted with Cannon. a Junior?
1 have hoard him recommended as a vary pious nan. A have a
partial acquaintance with hi* my sol f. Please to remember a* 
to Cook. A all *y acquaintances at ths College#®5

fhere was aors of ths saas in July, with ths slight variation that
Ripley* s admiration of Professor Bverett *ads hi* think, for ths aoasnt.
that ths pursuit of looming was legitimate.

Cambridge, Harr. University July 16 1820
My Hoar ?ri«ndi

Tou will hsgln to think. 1 fsar. that X an quits an un­
faithful correspondent, or that ny offset ion for ay friends 
is obliterated hy separation and absence. Whatever reasons 
X any have given, by ay seeming neglect, to ths justice of 
these charges. X trust, you will inputs to as no unworthy not Ives, 
but recollecting the numerous duties which devolve upon any 
one in College, you will fron this source desire an excuse 
for the delinquencies of your friend.— X long to be favoured, 
with an Interview with you, and to enjoy again some of those 
delightful conversations, in which, with hearts animated by a 
Saviour's love, we often engaged. X desire to ask. what Is 
the condition of ay friend? Xs his soul devoted to the service 
of Cod. and does he enjoy sweet and high communion with him?
Xs he aaklng those acquirements, which shall qualify hi* for a 
faithful, learned, and eminently holy aabassadour of Christ?
In an hours conversation of this kind, as thinks even ay cold 
and inanlaste heart would be elevated with Joy. the communion 
of saints, is one of those high blessings, which a merciful Cod 
vouchsafes to his penitent followers and children, with which 
he enlivens the dreary gloom of this wilderness world,— which 
appear as green and fertile spots, upon which the eye delights 
to dwell, and the alnd loves to linger, where £sicj all around 
is dark, and barren and cheerless. Were it not for the precious 
boon of heaven, how much less of happiness, would be associated 
with a religious life. Let us then ardently cultivate this 
snored gift, and endeavour to acquire those common principles 
of love to Clod, which shall enable us to participate in the 
communion, which exists among the saints.— 1 think it of the 
highest importance, and you doubtless concur with as, that we 
should preserve our spirituality and active piety, even amid the 
temptations of a College life.

6$ George Ripley to Sylvester Clapp. Hov. 13# 1819* A.L.S. in the pos 
session of Lisette Riggs.
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1% seems difficult to our irresolute and wavering mind* 
to stem the torrent of impiety and ©pen neglect of Cod, which 
abounds a« well as tho coldness of professing Christians, and 
the unfaithfulness and inactivity of tho visible children of 
Ood. But the grace of 0e& le sufficient. He preserrod Joseph 
A Daniel A the servant of Cesare £ei§7 household# pure, in the 
sidst of moral contagion. So upheld Brine rd A Buchanan and our 
own Hills* and many others whoa you will recollect, in circum­
stances as difficult & trying as our own. And has the faith* 
fulness and covenant love of Cod, been thus signally displayed 
in their support A preservation! and shall we distrust it! Oh, 
No. putting our trust in the living Cod, lot us go forward firm 
and immoveable. [sic] overcoming all our spiritual eaeaies 
Bio struggle Between sin and holiness, in our own hearts will 
soon he over, the grand controversy will speedily he decided. 
Our souls will, ere long* receive £slo] their final sentsnoe. 
hot this thought animate us to live as for eternity, not follow** 
lug the manias A principles of a vain and ensnaring world, hut 
imitating the example of Christ. Let us he firm and steadfast* 
and Bay we meet in that world, where sin is unknown, where 
holiness is triumphant, where we shall see Bed face to fees, 
and he forever with the Lord.-™-

Ton# inquire concerning our studies. I reply, that the 
oourse of instruction and study is oontlnually fluctuating, -** 
new authors and new branches are often introduced.— hut as far 
as I can ascertain the studies of the two first years are as 
follows•
Freshmen Year Sophomore Tear

Majors 4 Bxerpta finished 
Algebra A geometry finished 
Cioero do Oratone £siej 
faeltus
loners [nto] Iliad 
Lacroix's Trigonometry 
Application of Algebra 
Oeometry
Blair's Lectures on Bhetoric 
ledges [sic/ Logic 
Looks on the Hunan Understanding 
Tylers [sic] Elements of History

Coll. Braeea Majors
Livy. 5 first hooks 
Horace. Expurgated
H. grot ins da for.Hel .Chris 
Bxerpta Latina 
Legendres Geoaetry 
Lacroixs Ceic] Algebra
Loath, Bngllsh Craaar [*io~]
Walkers [slcj Bhetorioal JD.
loman Antiquities I

The system of education in our country is fast increasing, A it 
is hoped America may produce scholars, who can vie with those of 
Europe. Mr. Everett, of our University, is exerting an important



influence in improving the literature of the nation. He is 
a scholar, *a good & ripe one,9 of almost unbounded erudi­
tion. To talents of the most brilliant and imposing cast, he 
unites Intense application & indefatigable industry*

Remember me to my acquaintance at Williaaatowa, and 
please to write me as soon as convenient* 66
is one may suspect, Ripley had difficulty with his classmates*

By the beginning of the sophomore year, he had, with unerring accu­
racy, made himself one of the fifteen most unpopular men in his class* 
The immediate cause was one of the student upheavals which were so 
common in the twenties* After expressing discontent with the govern­
ment in a variety of ways, the students circulated, one disastrous 
Sunday in November, 1820, an agreement to leave town* George and a 
small group of students refused to sign* The annqyance of their felr- 
lows made itself known immediately* The non-signers were known as 
the Blacklist, and put under interdict*

By spring of 1821, George*s cause for woe had increased* The 
insurgent group possessed artists and poets, who went to work with a 
seal they never had felt before, and might never feel again* On Feb-

67ruary ninth, the prowees of the artists was plain to beholdj the 
bulletin boards blossomed with caricatures of the Blacklist * Oae month 
later, the poets gave evidence of their Muse, and distributed copies of 
a masterpiece called The Black List Convention * This broadside re­
viewed the names of the Blacklist, and paid a tribute to each* The 
last verse had personal interest for Georgei

66 George Ripley to Sylvester Clapp, July 16, 1820. A*L. £* in the 
possession of Lisette Riggs

67 Class of 1821*



Then the pious, as fickle as wind,
For nine tines an dour ho changes his raindj 
With pick-nosed f##d, who likewise did appear,
Ana W*i*t the old hard head, who brought up the rear.

How George felt about it all is shown in a letter to his mother, two
months after the poem burst on the delighted public*

Harvard University, Cambridge, May 15.
&$y dear Mother,— .. .W© have been subjected to many temporary in­
conveniences for our attachment to what we consider our duty, and 
what our own interest and the interests of the college demanded. 
But good has been educed from evil* The -division has been so 
deeply rooted, and animosities are so fflaiignant and inveterate, 
as effectually to prevent much of the social intercourse for 
which, when Freshmen, we were particularly distinguished. The 
competition for scholarship has been zealous and energetic, and 
each party jealous of the other strive© to win the prise*

It has been reported by our enemies that the only object 
of those who opposed the rebellion was to secure the favor of 
the government, and thereby obtain higher college honors* How 
it happens that most of our number are good scholars, and they 
have endeavored to prove, and have probably succeeded, that if 
they do receive high honors it will be due to their literary 
merit, and not to their conduct in this affair. Mr. Dorr, of 
whom you have heard me speak, is one of the most efficient and 
worthy member© of our party, and is considered by the class a© 
decidedly the first scholar. He, indeed, possesses a powerful 
mind, and 1ms every faculty of appearing to the best advantage* 
The tutors say he is the best scholar of his age they ever knew. 
He will probably spend some years in Germany after he leaves 
Cambridge, and if his health is spared return one of the most 
eminent of our literary men. I am happy to consider this man 
■my friend, for the excellences of his heart are not surpassed
iy the strength of his genius. I look forward with pleasure,
though not uaanlagled with regret, to the close of the first
half of my college life. I never expect to be in a state where
I can have superior means of improvement and happiness$ but the 
minds of young men, inexperienced and ardent, long for emancipa­
tion fro® the restraints of college and power, to take a more 
active and more conspicuous part in the great theatre of life.
Be it my lot to retire to some peaceful village, where, "the 
world forgetting, and by the world forgot,* I may pass the re­
mainder of my days in study and labor. X love sometimes to

68 Bfetck List Convention (Cambridge, March 15, 1821), in Harvard 
University Archive©,
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anticipate such a station as tills. Where the Lord, will 
appoint the hounds of ay habitation X cannot see. Hy 
duty* however, at present is plain} diligently to Improve 
the advantages I enjoy, aspire after high intellectual and 
moral and religious excellence, and do what 1 can for the 
good of those around me. 69
Sylvester Clapp was also regaled with something about the god* 

lessness of Harvard. Through seal, or wretchedness, or both, Ceorge's 
mind turned again to the missionary field, this time to the Sandwich 
Islands.

Harvard University June If 1821
Again, my Peer friend, has my heart been gladdened by the 
reception of your affectionate letter, and animated by the 
consideration, that those with whom I was once peculiarly 
Intimate, have not forgotten me, and, still more, have not 
forgotten those feelings and sentiments, which constituted 
the bond of union between us. It Is very grateful to hear 
from Christian friends to learn their prosperity end their 
advancement in their spiritual course. We feel ourselves in* 
vigorated by their example, to press onward, with high and 
holy resolution, towards the mark placed before us.

1 desire very much to see you, and have a good oonver* 
satIon on the various scenes, we have been through, since 
last together. We should probably find some alteration In 
each other's views on particular subjects,— but on that which 
most intimately concerns us, X trust, we could have the seme 
congenial intercourse as before. We should take pleasure in 
recounting the goodness of our Heavenly Father, amid all the 
trials and sorrows, that we have met with, and the love of that 
Savlous, who has hitherto kept our feet from falling.

Your account of the state of religion in your college Is 
to be sure, not the most enoouraglng,**but I trust, amid the 
general apathy, some Individuals keep alive the flame of vital 
piety and live near to Ood. But of this place what shall X 
sayt "Ho trump of Jubilee, announces the resurrection of life* 
less souls.” Little is said on the subject of religion; Those, 
who are truly pious, think they do well, if they themselves are 
preserved, without attempting to influence their companions 
to turn unto the ways of $od.

aimw wr ji'mw *H.W»

69 Life, pp. 9-10, Oeorge Ripley to Sarah Franklin Ripley, May 15 (l82lj.



Of those who com© her® engaged, in the servlee of God* 
but few complete:their course* without injury* I suppose 
this is partially the case in every college* but it appears 
particularly true with regard to this. While all the world 
is awake around us, while sinner© are pressing into the 
kingdom of God, we are Immersed in spiritual sloth*

Ihat are our feelings, when we hear ©uch Intelligence 
&s that from the Sandwich Island©! Are not these, the times 
spoken of in the prophets, when the isles ©hall wait for the 
law of Jehovaht The most inVeterst© opposers of missions, 
must it appears to me, be silenced by these facts* God evi­
dently condescends to bless them, and what is man, that he 
should oppose the decree© of his Haker*— The prospect to us, 
is most encouraging* How wide the field, for usefulness 
how numerous the calls for ©reraises of Christian benevolence.
The dlpdty and responsibility of the profession for which we 
are preparing, is much enhanced by the peculiar ©tat© of the 
world & of the church* 0, let us now improve the privileges, 
which we enjoy* Let us add to ardent and unfeigned piety, 
excellence of character as men, and deep and solid attain-* 
meats in learning* Above &13., let us. be sensible of our own 
unworthinese, and trust alone in that Almighty grace, which 
can keep us from falling#

X should like to be informed concerning yo$r studies*
Do you find them interesting and profitable and do they allow 
you much time f<©r general reading? lhat is the character of 
the composition j§and what is esteemed th© standard of scholar­
ship peculiarly, aatkeotaticks or metaphysiekst

Perhaps■y&u will not hear from me again before vacation.
I therefor® take the opportunity to express the pleasure it 
would give me to meet you at Greenfield.—  I do not know but I 
mentioned in my last letter, but a© 1 have forgotten, I here 
repeat the request that you Would remember me to Mr. Cannon 
of tiie Senior Class, and inform him that I directed a letter 
to him last winter at Northampton, but have received no answer*
Instead of the. Sandwich Islands, George went to Fitchburg, Massa­

chusetts, in the winter vacation of 1822-3> to teach school. Fitchburg 
was not one of the early settlements in Massachusetts * If Greenfield 
had been remote and unsophisticated, Fitchburg was primitive and lonely* 
George, after a pleasant Thanksgiving in Concord, proceeded to Fitchburg,

70 George PJLpley to Sylvester Clapp, June 17, 1821, A.L.S* in the 
possession of Lisetie Riggs#



which is in the northern pert of Worcester County* the edge of the 
lowland just east of the high central region of Massachusetts* In spit® 
of the primitive character of the community# he seem® to have enjoyed 
himself mixing in the society which the place had to offer# wearing old 
clothe#, and talking about cattle* His school gave a sufficient outlet 
to his desire to do . some moral enlightening* The people with whom he 
was thrown seem to have taken more kindly to him than did the class of 
18523# at Harvard* H® sent hose a report of his doings in a letter which 
was considerably more human than Its predecessors*

Fitchburg# December 14# 1322
My dear Mother#— It is now a week since X became, an. inmate ia‘
the family of a good# honest# homespun farmer# and assumed the 
highly important and respectable office of instructing some 
forty overgrown# dirty# mischief-loving boy# in the niceties of 
the spelling-book and Adams*# arithmetic* X have deferred 
writing until this time for several reasons* I had not become 
acquainted with the regulations of the mail# etc* X live at 
some distance from anybody but my "parishioners,M who are not 
of that class who form the Corinthian column# of society § and 
above all, X find that head and hands and eye# and tongue have 
their full quota of employment in superintending the economy 
of ay little empire* This is Saturday afternoon# equally grate­
ful# X presume# to the scholars and to "the master,8 as I am 
universally called* My situation# although one in which X shall 
be but a short time# I suppose you wish to be acquainted with*
X cannot# however, give you a precise idea of it* It is a school 
on the outskirts of this town, where nature appear# in all Its 
loneliness* and wildness# if not magnificence and loveliness*
And it is# upon the whole, a very pleasant school* The scholars 
have been under good instruction# and are singularly attentive 
to their studies* I have six or seven great boys, much larger 
than myself, who study surveying# chemistry# philosophy# etc*# 
so that there is some scope for the exercise of the intellect*
Most of them are studying grammar# geography# and arithmetic*
I am determined to exert myself and keep a good school* X can 
certainly* I think* make myself useful here* There is no par­
ticular society in my district, but in the middle of the town* 
two miles off# there are some families whom I shall visit occa­
sionally with pleasure. I could give you a most curious account



of the customs, et©** but it might not he exactly prudent* 
Suffice to ssy, X see human nature forme that X had
scarcely dreamed of} still* X get information from it* and 
therm i s  me knowledge. hut what i s  valuable* Three years 
age X should haw© been miserably homesick at such a place* 
hut X hare learned to shape myself to circumstances* X 
conform entirely to the manners of the people* and drink 
cider and tell stories about cattle with as much grace as 
ever X figured among the literati at Cambridge* Ion mould 
hardly know me, with a long beard and di*ty shirt* and the 
worst clothes I can find* So much f. r -Fitchburg* X spent 
Thanksgiving at Concord* and had a good time***
The class of 1823 marked its refractory course with «a» final 

upheaval, of such proportions that the authorities * m  belligerent 
as the students, expelled & number of them and suspended others*
Some of their friends left out of sympathy for th*se who had been 
expelled* George trembled in his boots for fear that the whole class 
would be ordered out of Cambridge* Haver enthusiastic about Green­
field, he had no desire to return there under a cloud* Me dashed off 
two quaking notes home, to prepare the© for the worst*

lay 2, Friday Evening
%  Dear Mother,— * * * Five of our class were expelled te-dsy, 
Robinson among them* The class— that la to say, of course, 
all but the friends of order— are in a state of infuriated 
excitement and rebellion* What will-take place tomorrow X 
will not venture t© predict* It will mot surprise me - i f  all 
the classes are cut down to those who have -uniformly proved 
themselves the supporters of good discipline* It may be that 
the whole of us will be ordered to leave Cambridge; in that 
case, 1 shall of course come home* If not, in the preg§#n| 
exigency it will be Impossible to quit* In haste yours, :?.

May 3, 1823
%  dear Hpthei^rriCh consequence of the expulsion of four who 
were distinguished in the attack, the class, or a considerable

71 Life* pp* 14-16, George Ripley to Sarah Franklin Ripley, Dec*14,1822,
72 Ibid**p* 16, George Ripley to Sarah Franklin Ripley, May 2, (̂ 1823J*



portion rather, rebelled, and they are ell gene, Those who 
remain are the'nwber'aew of both parties* As regards itself,
X aw ©o fortunate ae bo her© «©e&ped any erasure from the 
government of the ©lama* true to my old principles, of course, 
X did not.join the nob, and have endeavored to keep myself 
quiet***™

What the ©lags thought of hi® for not joining the nob wan mad© very
clear in- the reappearance of the pee®, the Blacklist Convention* In
the 1823 edition, George had the same attribute©, the eene place In

74the poem, and the sane place in the heart© of Harvard men*

73) Ebid-i* pp *16-17, George Bipley to Sexeli franklin Ripley, May 3, M2|»-
74; .ffiedte Met Go^Vafotton* Second edition (Cambridge, April 27, 1323 }r 
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€ m m m  n *

m m M L  v u m t m m

fxom tb* rwoord# whioh w# £*»▼•# Oworgw1* -tailaga amcwnawd th*a- 
£s«iws «|»oet «*oluwivw2y with His- steifes# or with ids rwllglesu 
FoUUc# $0#® to h i m  &&dw 00 i»pr»**ia*u that sublet of almost 
imfcrmmX tkdlwxgr&duadii interest, tha lacdwe, to k&w oooupiwd
him fwy littln* A f*w *Btrt«* la hi# eoMaoasdaot hook iur« dwvotwd 
to wonnku Om# d iia l* with thwir h© twkws to tkm

*£#** of id** Smith which wwr# that ©doc&tioo w&w, tod should
b#, miard «t tap*wi»g tfc* natural igum *} ot iacre&sixtg
rwwwm* oodwwtSTt chhatlty* woeoGBGr* Jtoothwr «ot*y #pw*k» of their 
refining iaflu*tt«i cm sohinl got*}*rlttg3« This it*mf i» vi«w of Ida 
I&twr cam**1 &* m mmlmi' of th* ::rmmmmdmi m l  group* hold© parfcl©ui.«r 
intorost*

»I jsoftt c^fo»*t«*«3r» I3uawf m%u I thoroughly agroo with
Id% iM, thi* oplaiofi* 11 that ê r own ^artteul&r ohoio* load* 
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But as ffueh delightful society is not ©vary day to be mat 
with* I must think, that alart ©cmtpaai©# without the fair 
sax, are the raost insipid ©aieriaimaeat in the ■ world, & 
destitute of gaiety & politeness, as much m  of sms# is 
reason* Moth trig can keep them from excessive dutae©#, ^ut 
hard drinking*— a remedy worse than th# disea©#*"
Thar© is aim a poem of Professor Friable*#, which off©rm horrid

insight into Georg#*©, literary taut© which n#w»r freed itself fro® a
yearning after the ©satimenial* in Georg©*# extemn&tioa be it said
that.,ha admired Professor friable, and th© droopy .little lyric was a
memento Ct th® departed. , Frofearner e f Moral Phlleeephy* fh#- elegant

sentiment is that women are like flower©« the entry, undated* may very
well have been written dawn at the Biviaity School * where deerg#.1© meats!
tension seems to have relaxed a little* and not harvard* It i© m e  of th#
few poem© which George bothered to eopy*

And was this simple flower designed 
The emblem of they modest mind 
And eouldst thou then content forego 
Each blushing tint of Iris1 bowl 
Couldst thou be past without a sigh 
lid gayer flower# unnoticed by?
Bor wish to fix the admiring eye© Qrobably miscopied for gase]
Hot feel the warming breath of praise*
And were humility and truth
She fragrance of they opening youth?
Ala© I thou east indeed a flower 
Bom for one little friendship's hear 
And scarce that m m m t  half mi© past 
l*er thou vast withered by the blast*
And ©halt thou always thus remain 
And never* never* bud again?
Mat no* too delicate to- bear 
She chilliness of mortal air 
•Teas kindest hand that took thee hence 
Fur from the world*© rude influence* * * *̂ s>

there were thirty-two line© in all*

75 George Ripley, MS * Commonplace Book.* p* 11 f in Harvard University 
Library* between 1622 andlJ§25*

76 Ibid* * p. 12* Copied by Georg© Ripley from HB * belonging to Professor 
Friable1© widow*
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a*
sad* surely* hourly# the golden cola was scored by the angel to

their account* Xeu&g George# worried about liking book®# and seeklag a
firm basis to root the liking on, was only in the throes of «**•*tn&
recollections of the sinfulness of idleness* ifae tension m s  extreme
for the student# but the times worm tense and serious# The answer to
his freshman scruples about the frivolity of all study he found la his
reading* in the 2£aglt«h ftnmieseztGe# whoso scholars- dedicated -their

78studies to the glory of Sod and the iaapravemeui of mankind*
M  interesting clue to the formation of G©or ge* a - method of study

He q u o te s  G ilp in  m  Xtemmmr** th o ro u g h ­

n e ss *

**Kie method of study was ealoulated for improvement rather them 
for ostentation* Me read few hooks# hut made himself a tho­
rough meter of those he did read* A general scholar ho thought 
another name for a superficial one # *79
Even in his old &ge^9 George carefully analysed the books he read*

Me differed from Crammer# however# in that he consumed almost as many 
books' as a dog#bom##* Both Intensive m 4  eattsssive reading were habits 
of his college years*

Eeligioa was George*s most serious -worry in college* In the divi­
sion in the tipley family# George sided with his mother end the thlvinists* 
His relationship with Harsh Bipley seems to have been more informal them 
with Jerome, whom he addressed in letters of meonfortafele jocosity# or 
taaitigated cant* The pious woman seems to have instilled into her young-

78 Oommciaol^ce look* p«3« 1822# p*24* Between 1823 and 1825*
79 O@m»^ol<fccw Book* p*A* 1822*



m %  m thorough ortho&oay, which was eertainly not comfortable in Cam­
bridge* With Sosa® foreboding, Georg® bad urged, bis father to rend him, 
to Yale instead of Himrd* Th© talk ©bout temptations, which left 
Jerome ©older then a trout, becomes clear wŜ eA one rmtmhmm that Yale 
was known to be orthodox* and Harvard the citadel of the heresy of 
Soeiai&niam, m  the Galvinists were wont to call Unitar i&aissa# George* 
arriving at Harvard, with all his' traditional view#, and his intense lev# 
of the## views, stumbled into as he#tile an atmosphere as it wa# possibl# 
to find* President Kirkland was Onitarian, and Profmmor far®, and fre- 
feasor Svereti* Aadrew# Horton made the new faith synonymous with sanity, 
and the magnetic Br* Channiag, in the geEytX^kvsy pewsible, with hi# 
glowing sermons, out the throat of George*s Yav^^dt# doctrine#* On this 
tide of the new faith, George struggled, gasped, submerged, drowned* Of 
the severity of his struggles, which were not over until his first year 
of Bivinity School, sow# idea is given in an eye^lasii^g letter to Sylves­
ter Clapp during the Christmas vacation of hi# ®opbch*©jre year*

. V w  . \Gromfiilci, Jan. 9, 1*21
** daar Kria**

H arin g  a coafortable &aat before ay p & te m a l f i r e  s id e , &
unoccupied by college avocations, 1 attempt fwiih pleasure to 
embody a few of my .thoughts and feelings® in answer to your 
very excellent, letter, received the' doe® of last term* t did 
hope ;fch&i I should have an opportunity of seeing you ,thl# vaca­
tion, but I understand you are so much enamoured of Williams- 
town* that you talc# up your abed# there, - in defiance ©f the 
monarch of frost# and snow#* who hold# his court in awful state Is 
tremendous majesty, on your cloud-capt mountains* I wish you 
imaoh fftteoe## in your perilous enterprise, and that you may es­
cape the attacks of this overwhelming conquercur*

the almost unpardonable omission of which you were guilty, 
when in Greenfield, I am tempted to treasure up against you but



upon b e t te r  th o u g h ts , sic c o rd in g  to  y o u r s in c e re  acknow ledg­
m ent, I  t r u l y  abso lve  you*,— B u t to  be s e r io u s , my dear F r ie n d ,
I v e ry  rnich re g re t ,  th &t you shou ld  n o t have .honoured me w ith  
a v i s i t ,  when you were so near, and i e r v e n t ly  hope th a t  a s im i la r  
e ve n t w i l l  n o t taka  p la ce * Though we a re  s e p a ra te d , -by lo c a l  
d iv is io n s ,  let us newer-.to fbiget the pleasant seasons we have 
spent to g e th e r ,  and o fte n  .let us in  spirit meet around th e  
aerey-aeat, and im p lo re  those blc ssings from  'a com passionate 
God, w hich we so much. need. We a re  now in  that stage o f o u r 
education, in which »e sale th-~- most perceptible progress, - and 
o u r c h a ra c te rs  d a l ly  r e c e iv in g  .new a c c e s s io n s , our mind© ex­
panding and o u r v iew s a c q u ir in g  s tre n g th  and c o n s is te n c y . How 
important, i© i t ,  th a t  we now t&k* the r i g h t  direction, and es­
tablish and mature those  c h a ra c te rs ,  which s h a l l  re n d e r us happy 
& re s p e c ta b le  in  l i f e  and above a l l  u s e fu l to a w o rld  ly in g  in  
wickedness. The trite remarks, -which, we o fte n  hear conce rn in g  
th e  te m p ta tio n s  o f  college l i f e ,  a re , in my opinion, indisputably 
c o r r e c t .  Indeed  they  are 'o f  & d i f f e r e n t  i r  b a re , from  what com­
mon peop le  ap.rehend, b u t th e y  a re  peculiarly p o w e rfu l and o fte n  
d e s tru c t iv e ' o f  th e  i n t e g r i t y  end peace o f  individuals. The r e l i ­
g io u s  s tu d e n t i s  , articularly exposed to  th e  lo s s  o f  'h is  most 
precious interests by contracting a spirit of worldl in e s ©  and 
neglect of God. The p le c c u r^ s  of l i t e r a r y  effort and i n t e l ­
lectual research a re  singularly fa s c in a t in g  and w ith o u t '*n un­
common degree of v ig o ro u s  faith and energetick p ie t y ,  they will 
fa s te n  them se lves so s tro n g  iy upon ou r fe e lin g ©  and affections, 
as to  le a ve  us b u t l i t t l e  in t e r e s t  in  the  solem n, the  over­
whelming concerns of ou r s o u ls .

It i s  difficult to  d e f in e  th e  exact bounds of d u ty ,re s p e c t­
in g  the degree o f  a t te n t io n ,  we shou ld  devote  to  l i t e r a r j r  p u r­
s u i t s .  It i s  e v id e n t,  the y  shou ld  n o t come in  c o m p e t it io n  with 
supreme devotedness to  th e  cause o f  C h r is t ,  and shou ld  be mad® 
s u b s id ia ry  to  the  in te re s ts -  o f  r e l i g io n .  To ©bide by t h is  rule, 
some th in k  an a rd e n t a tta ch m e n t to  letters,must be renounced.
We must be c o n te n t,  say th e y , w ith  mediocrity in the path of 
le a rn in g  & mek for h ig h  attainments in’ spiritual e x c e lle n c e .
B u t, a re  b o th  o f  these  impracticabl.eT Cannot eminent advances 
in  C h r is t ia n  ho liness- tee made c o n s is te n t  w ith  in t e l l e c t u a l  
s u p e r io r i t y  and l i t e r a r y  e x c e lle n c e ?  I b e lie v e  they can,—  
and f u r t h e r ,  I  b e lie v e  i t  I s  a d u ty  incum bent on a l l  who have 
their eye f ix e d  on the sacred ministry to  be in d e fa t ig a b le  in 
th e  p u r s u i t  o f  .knowledge & seek f o r  h ig h  e le v a t io n  in  le a rn in g  
and th e  u tm o s t improvement t h e i r  m en ta l powers a re  capab le  
o f , — & then b r in g  these a c q u is i t io n s  and reso u rce s  to  the f o o t  
o f  th e  Gross and co n sec ra te  them to  th*- s e rv ic e  o f  the  A d o ra b le  
Redeemer.

l e t  l i t e r a t u r e  be wrested from  the hands o f th e  sacrilegious 
(k±cj £ p ro fa n e  end devoted to  th e  s e rv ic e  o f  C h r is t  and the



church* this Is not vision&xy m d  roiB&ntlck— toe most ardent 
& humbl© piety is eon#latent with to® hipest intellectual cul­
ture sad the most extensive end varied erudition*

"Piety has found friends* in fee friends of science
"And true prayer has flow'd from lip© wet with
"Castalien dew#*11—— 

ft 1© an unspeakable privilege* that the Most High condescends 
to employ the feeble tastrumantality o . men* in the execution 
of hi© vest designs. By the little enginery* which we can put in 
motion, affects (IsIs} are produced* important ae the human soul*
*m& lasting a® eternity* Will net this thought stimulate m  
to persevering effort#* in that cause for which to© Divine Be- 
deamer left the bosom of the Father end bled & died? There i# 
something very elevating end solemn in the idee* that we c m  
become cooperator©* with the infinite God* And shall we* ay 
friend*, when the whole Christian world 1# awaking to vigorous 
and harmonious exertion* decline to enlist In the- high. and 
holy cause? tot u# Imitate the example ef too#® high-minded 
and generous sen* who counted no sacrifice© too painful* no 
exertion# too arduous* for toe glory of God end toe salvation 
of souls*— The standard of Christian character begin# to be 
bettor understood* A sold* lifeless* supine course of conduct* 
is deemed abhorrent to toe genius and spirit of toe Gospel* 
Activity and seel are required by all men of all parties* Iran 
toe frigid philosophy of Socinl&aisai* is putting forth her ener­
gies m d  with determined purpose and intense resolution©* under­
take# to destroy the belief of toe grand doctrines of our faith 
and introduce a system of proud morality* falsely called en- 
llghtsmed & liberal Christianity* Umiy are ensnared by their 
specious arguments* m d  with misguided fervour* are labouring 
for the overthrow of all that we. deem evangelical and essential 
in Christian doctrine*— 0* for a spirit of prayer end supplication 
that toe lord will disappoint the devices of toe crafty* and sup­
port toe interests of truth An our fallen world*

I  wish you to write partle. l&rly, concerning toe prospects 
of religion in your college* 'feat ia don# fox* toe missiemaggr 
cum##* it is there is mlseicmeary spirit glowing in to® breast# 
of toe brethren! X# to© standard of vital piety elevated* St 
have you many preparing for fee ministry?

.Shall X not hear from you to.it vaeat&emf A long letter 
from ay friend, will be particularly grateful*

SO; George Blpley to Sylvester Clapp* Jan* 9* IB21* 1*1*3* in the ....ossesslom 
of Dinette Biggs*
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record his taking out, la his first year* Barlow* s Mathematical
Dictionary} glnpmn'd rteKtoMt Oorbna'a Chaaletoi The SfonttOy IWAcin 
Tb* Edinburgh K»tlwi a Latin edition of ti»« work® of Arl»totX»j Schil­
ler's Wori-B} Costard's Astronomy; Tinea's jtotrangwt works of Doraosthanes 
end Aaschinas) the Journsl of tho ftaiJL Institution! Ksswirs* of Sully, 
of Voltslrs, of Louie XITj Forbes' Life of Baattlss a voluos of Shakes- 
penre; Todd’s Miltoaj Steward's Philosgphlcai Eaaavs: Diogenes Lasrtiusj 
Stobaeu*. Bouterwek's Gaachlahtai8^ works of Euripides and Xenophon} a 
Latin edition Of Plato'a Plainguest Darwin's Zoonaala: Beddoa's Hvealat 
Everett's Defence! forth African genam Mosheia's Ecclesiastical His­
tory; Hume’s England; Bobertson1s Scotlandi Benson's First Planting*
Marsh's Mlciiaells: Percy's Reliaueai Milton's Poetical Barksi Prlaatley's 
Church Historyi Middleton's Free Enquiry; Burnett's gnaJ&Sfel, .garaj 
ar's Light of gature; Carpenter's 1ialart Beetoan's jflFfffifcteftl Potter's

Bitkin's 8ta.tAstic.Si JBaB. SHteatfl Hutton's i%tn«g|a|ia&» 
Legendre's Thsorls dee Hoabres! Milton's Proae Boatsi Hollis' Ufa, a work 
of Shakespeerej ties. Edinburgh Reviewt fctw wuarterly Review; Heweaoe's »|ewj 
Gedda© * Fgoeaeofcuat Cappe*e 1price, i Ramsay*® ghlXoaoahari Hartley on Man* 
General 8S2SISti2m Qmndler'e feraous; LwAsnd cm sL S M m

Itewel&ticmi Reynold® ' ]&£&£* Cary's Review of BngUsh Christianity! Barth 
American RutI^wi Kcal*® gtoitenet & Latin vfer©l©*i of Atfommmm* g$*

Bit in in  .■mil ml

89) Frederic Bout©rw«kf (1765-1826), *0te work ol this German philosopher 
and of letter®, charged out September* XS24-# the* firet German 
title which is charged to Ripley* As it was t&kea out b C« Francis 
for Ei/ley, there is a possibility that Ripley did not use it himself* 
this- possibility, however, seem® alightt as if C* Frauds is Convex® 
Francis, he could undoubtedly hare got tan it for hjamsLf * On the other 
hand, it is the only German title until 8©v* 7, 1826, which was also 
taken out by C* Francis, the iv  .art being In Feb* 1827, also taken out 
by C*Francis*



51.

the Sophlatai Kant1* Metahhysic. Mu&sche1* jto®»eity«Oe*ghi«hte i Fteinu»*
translation of Plato1 a work®) Jones* Greek Grammar* another -by ffeaiifaj 
work of KetftfftoalO) the works of Euripldee, of buci&n, of Thucydides# 
of Bcanrf of Aristophanes* In addition to these he smart certainly hare 
bought some textbooks, not only for the courses which he took, but those 
which h© taught#
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activities in common, Ripley could net but Imv# be. on aware of the 
difference in -:1s prospects M s  choice of a theological school would 
make* Feasibly his views were also colored fcgr fee miserable time he 
had passed wife fee undergraduates ’ at Harvard, although this consider** 
tlon seems to h&ve been not fee dominant one, from fee fact feat he urged 
'■•his father to lei M m  spend- a yeer in graduate study at Harvard before 
going to Andover* He wrote Jerome Eipley a long letter on the subject!

Harvard University, June, 1823
M y  dear Father,-—As I have never had fee opportunity of con­
versing particularly wife you m  fee course proper for s# to 
adopt on fee termination of my sonnaction wife fee college,
I take the liberty ©£ expressing- m y own views and of request* 
lag your advice* If X were governed merely by fee hope of 
success in life, and perhaps - of same degree of eminence, X - 
should by all means drtde&vor to perfect m y  education fey an 
elaborate course' of study, arid a resolution to avoid all 
thoughts of engaging in the duties of a profession till 
Mter a laborious preparation of many years* This plan X 
a® advised to adopt by some in whose, judgment I should place 
high confidence * . And were I possessed of a moderate fortune,.,
X believe that inclination and duty would both .prompt me to 
this on ter prig?®, m  laying fee broadest foundation for future 
usefulness* The idea of a foreign university would perhaps 
appear visionary, and in m y  case I will confess it is entirely 
so* Still X cannot avoid all regret at beholding fee superior 
advantage# which'are accessible to our fortunate young men, 
and wishing myself able to enjoy the®* For I know feat my 
peculiar habit® of mind, imperfect as th«y are, strongly im­
pel me to the path of active intellectual effort} end If X 
am to. be at any time of m y  u&« to society, or a satisfac­
tion t ay self or ay friends, it will be in fee w«y of some 
retired literary situation, where's fondness for study and a 
knowledge of boohs will be more requisite than fee busy, cal­
culating mind of a men in the business part of the eciwsualby*
I do not mean to say fey this feat any profess Ion is desired 
but fee one to which X have bean long looking* %• wish is 
only to enter feat profession wife all fee enlargement of 
mind and eaefcemt of information which the beet institution 
can afford* In my present circumstances, X cannot reasonably 
hope for anything more then a sedulous effort to avail myself of 
what the literary resources we have can give* I wife to study m y  
profession thoroughly* X do not feel prepared to safer upon, 
these important in ulriee before a moie accurate acquaintance



is obtained with some subsidiary branches * For this purpose 
I wi#h to. spend a year at Cambridge, in * course of study which 
I have prescribed for myself, unecmected' with any dei*xtaeni 
la the university. I should prefer- to pursue my theologies! 
studies at Andover, both because I am convinced that the. oppor- 
trinities for close invest! gMt ion of the Scriptures are superior 
there to these at Cambridge, and the spirit of the place, much 
relaxed from its former severe and gloomy bigotry, la more 
favorable to a ton# of decided piety* flits is ay present 
opinion, of Andover* I might, after ©ore extensive, aaqusULataa.ee, 
have reason to alter it* The only objection atbaaaimg tills plan 
is the. expense*.
Apparently not even Andover is abaadoment of gloom influenced Jerome 

Mpley, for in the autumn. George found himself at Cambridge* Once at the 
Divinity School, he found himself liking it* lie admired his professors, 
the studies were congenial, and hi® social contacts were vastly mere 
pheasant that at the college. In addition to these pleasant associa­
tions he had come under the influence of Dr* Ch&nming* ih© first mention 
of Dr* Charming was basH in the undergraduate days, at the close of an 
intolerably platitudinous- letter to Marianne, in 1821#^

%  1B23, it seems that Dr* Chsnning had become a considerable in­
fluence* George sought consolation for not having gone abroad by remind­
ing himself and his mother that Cambridge offered every facility for 
»roal Improvement** and that Dr. Ghaazmlng had. set it above Gottingen*

Cambridge, September 30, M23
Ity dear Mother,— With pleasure X begin the labors of my new 
{Situation ty infotming. you of ay condition and prospectsj and 
I know that you will rejoin® with me in the goodness* of Pro­
vidence which has appointed the bounds of my habitation where 
X have every facility for real improvement.

9Q’ Idfe.* pp*17—18* George Eipley to Jerome Blplsgr, Juae, 1823*
91; tifS# pp. 11-13, George Mpley to Marianne Ripley, April 6, X$2l*



The prospect# of our Iheologlcal School ar© so good, 
and the call ia society for a faithful and devoted clergy, 
who combine liberal views with deep piety, is daily becom­
ing so urgent, that I' cannot regret having chosen this place 
as .the scene of my theological love ©tigations* Indeed, it 
is thought by many competent judges, mx& among thmm lar * Chan- 
ning, that this institution presents advantages for forming 
useful* practical clergymen not inferior to the foreign uni­
versities* He advise© William Bsersoa to study at Cam­
bridge rather than at Gdttingea, believing that though tier- 
many afford© the greatest advantage© a© far as mere literature 
is concerned, yet that the best d̂uoatlosa for a minister in 
fhvw England, taking into account the moral Influence and re­
ligious feeling, can be obtained at Cambridge* **X am remark­
ably pleasantly situated, and have everything to my mind* %  
room Is ia a brick heueer— th© south end,— * the very last house 
on the right hand side of the ©treat in whi t h the printing 
office is* I hop® that father will have no difficulty in 
finding it* It is on the lover floor, about a© large as our 
front room, with two recesses in itj these I have divided 
off by a curtain fro® the main room, so as to form closets*
I have all Mr. Lincoln*; books at my disposal, which, together 
with the few that I own myself, fora a very pretty little 
library-* I feel perfectly satisfied that I have acted ac­
cording to the will of Providence, as far us I can ascertain 
it, in 'uniting myself to this school, and that so fur from 
departing from my religion© principle©, a# some would suppose,
I have done that which will tend to t h e i r  improvement and 
perfection* I could say much on the motion© which are 
awakened on commencing those studies to which I have long 
been looking with fond anxiety -and earnest hope* I feel 
t h a t  it is solemn indeed to ta k e  any ©tap toward© an. office 
involving such responsibility, such infinite consequences *
But God will use such instruments m  He chooses to promote his 
truth in the world***.

Around Cbamning, George grouped other Unitarian minister© j and the 
faculty of the Divinity School, in a saintly constall&tioa* Iheir 
obvious sincerity and their deeply religious feeling# more than coun­
terbalanced any mental reservation# he had on the subject of 4hel?

92! Brother of Balph Waldo JSmeraom
93 Life* pp*20-21* George Ripley to Sarah franklin Ripley, Sept* 30, 1B2J* 

the mention of liberal view# 1® of particular interest ia comparison 
to lil# latter of Jan* 8, 1821, to Sylvester Clapp, denouncing the
Msystem of proud morality, falsely called enlightened and liberal 
Christianity.* Georg® was undergoing s©&-change.
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dogmatic viewe. Re mentioned the Divinity School faculty in a latter 
to his mother.

Cambridge, October I1** 1823.
My dear Mother,--... .1 an on eery different grounds fron what 
I was when an under-graduate. Then X was led on by others; 
now X an left to ny own keeping, and you nay Judge the weight 
of responsibility which X must feel. We hare exercises in the 
Bebrew language three tines a week, and once a week we present 
the results of our theological reading and Investigations on 
topics pointed out to us by Dr. Ware. X an besides diligently 
engaged in Greek and other subsidiary studies; so that sty tine 
is more completely and regularly occupied than ever. X hope 
to make all these attainments subservient to the great cause 
of truth. X an much disappointed in what 1 have learned of 
tin* religious character of the school, 1 confess. X had some 
prqpudices against many of Its members, who, destitute of the 
austerity, I had thought to be deficient in the spirit, or 
religion. But if a more Intimate acquaintance has enabled ne 
to Judge rightly, the depth and purity of their religious feel­
ing and the holy simplicity of their lives Is enough to humble 
and shane those who have been long professors of Christianity, 
and had pretended to superior sanctity. We meet morning and 
evening for devotional exercises, and X have no hesitation In 
saying that if X have ever witnessed the display of spirituality 
and seriousness of devotion it is in these little meetings....9^

In July, 182U, he attended the ordination of Bsra Stiles Gannett as col­
league pastor at the federal Street Church. Dr. Channing delivered the 
sermon on that occasion, and Georgs* s hero worship expressed itself in 
terms which seem almost ridiculous in their extravagance.

Cambridge, July Id, XB2k.
My dear Sister, — ....1 wish X could give you an idea of the 
solemnities at Mr. Gannett*s ordination, but a description 
on paper would be so flat and inadequate that X will not 
attempt it. Xt was a day of great Joy for those who wish to 
see fervent piety connected with sound doctrine and liberal 
feelings.95 X would, but X cannot, enable you to form a con-

Sk life. pp. 22-23. George Ripley to Sarah franklin Ripley, Sept. 30, 1823.
95 The emphasis on liberalism is a development since his entry at the 

Divinity School.
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e e p tion of th e  in f a n t in e  s im p l ic i t y  and a p o s to l ic  meekness, 
u n ite d  w ith  th e  e loquence o f  an a n ge l and th e  s p i r i t u a l i t y  o f  
& ta in te d  m ind , w hich c h a ra c te r is e  D r, C h u rn in g , l i e  sermon 
w i l l  be p r in te d * . . .76

R ip le y  d id  n o t  meet D r, Charm ing u n t i l  b o th  a tte n d e d  th e  o rd in a t io n  of 
M r, Uph&m, in  0» lmm, where D r , Channing o f fe re d  a p r a y e r . 77 By th a t  

t im e , th e  F e d e ra l s t r e e t  peetor was c le a r ly  eet  down in  R ip le y 1 s pri­
vate r e g is t e r  of s u p t r s ts ,

R ip le y 1s personal a d m ira tio n  for C h a in in g , and f o r  th e  o th e r  

m in is te r®  w ith  whom he was th row n  in c o n ta c t ,  was one o f  the  s e v e ra l 

e lem ents w h ich  c o n tr ib u te d  to  the  s o lu t io n ' o f  M s  m a jo r p rob lem , th e  

ch o ic e  between two fo r s s  o f  faith# Another f a c to r  was h ie  in s t r u c ­

t io n !  a l l  of w hich was aimed a t ' p re p a r in g  f o r  th e  yn ijfca ria n  c le rg y .  

There were con fe rences  w ith  'h is  professor*} no d o u b t, i n  some of th e  

t im e  w h ich  Ripley sp e n t i n  P ro fe s s o r H o r to n 's  s tu d y , th e  o ld e r  mas 
p e rfo rm e d 'th e  h o ly  "du ty  o f ' 's n ip in g  at George’ s c h e r is h e d  v ie w s . The 

l i s t  of required re a d in g s  was'’ s e le c te d  by those who had no doubts, 

th a t  th e  U n ita r ia n  v iew s  were c o r re c t  and a l l  o th e rs  to  be exp loded . 

The change in  h i©  r e l ig io u s  o p in io n s  i s  shown in  a l e t t e r  o f  Ja n , 26,  

1 8 2 * , t o .Elisabeth R ip le y  B righam , h is  f a v o r i t e  s i s t e r ,

Jan. 26, 182*.
Hr Dearest Sister,

X little th o u g h t Then I  saw you in  the v a c a t io n ,  th a t  
I  shou ld  have s u ffe re d  so lo n g  a tim e  to  pass away, w ith ­
o u t  w r i t in g  even a l i n e ,  b u t you know how frail a re  o u r 
s tro n g e s t r e s o lu t io n s  and how d is ta n t  duties a re  p u t o u t 
o f ' o u r s ig h t ,  by the th ro n g in g  v is io n s , th a t  dassle u s | a 
c o n s ta n t r o u t in e  of s tu d y in g  and writing-on g rw e  Sc a b s t ra c t

96 .  l i f e , p .  28 , George R ip le y  to  Hi y  d ea r S is te r , *  J u ly  1 $ , 18 2 *.

5 M £ *»  p p . 2 9 -3 1 , George F .ip le y  to  Sarah - r a n k l in  ^ ip le y  ,D ec. 10,1324
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s u b je c ts ,  has a lm o s t taken  from  me th e  * o,*er o f  making my 
th o u g h ts  f l i t  abou t me r e a d i ly ,  and has g iv e n  me such a s e r io u s  
and s te rn  c a s t o f  th in k in g ,  th a t  I  have h a rd ly  dared t r u s t  m y s e lf 
to  w r i te  a l e t t e r ,  e xce p t on b u s in e s s , l e s t  •*. shou ld  weary 
by my te d lo u a n e sa . I  m ig h t, as I  once th o u g h t was a b s o lu te ly  
n e ce ssa ry , f i l l  my p a pe r, w ith  th e  consLoa-plaee* o f  r e l i g io n ,  
b u t I  hope we a re  b o th  o f  us to  £ s i c 3 w e l l  in s tru c te d , in  th e  
g re a t de s ig n  o f  C h r is t ia n i t y ,  to  th in k  we can add to  i t s  power 
o ve r ou r h e a r ts ,  by re p e a tin g  day a f t e r  day & y e a r a f t e r  y e a r ,  
th e  e s ta b lis h e d  rem arks w hich e can any vhere [  s i©3 pe ruse .
B u t s t i l l ,  th e re  i s  no o th e r  s u b je c t,  as we used to  say , com­
p a r a t iv e ly  w o rth  an a n x ious  th o u g h t,— & th e re ,  m ost c e r t a ih ly ,  
i®  no o th e r  s u b je c t ,  in  w hich we can so d e e p ly  & ••■srmly f e e l  
to g e th e r ,— upon w hich  o u r p r e v a i l in g  thought-, a re  common & o u r 
sym path ies one. Ie # ,  Dear B e tse y , 1 f e e l  th e re  i s  n o th in g  to  
w hich m ^ h e a r t  tu rn®  so r e a d i ly  o r  c l in g s  so fe r v e n t ly  as th e  
h a llo w ed  a s s o c ia t io n s ,  w h ich  a re  connected w ith  t h is  s u b je c t ,—  
n o th in g , on w h ich , to  my de a r S is te r ,  I  co u ld  t a lk  so f r e e ly ,  
o r  f e e l  so s e n s ib ly .  Xou know how lo n g  and g ra d u a lly  my mind 
ha® been tu rn in g  to  what 1 lee© more pure  and c o r re c t  s e n tim e n t 
co n ce rn in g  ou r common f a i t h , — and you know me too  v e i l  to  be­
l ie v e  , t h a t  I  co u ld  h a s t i ly  te a r  away those p re ju d ic e s ,  w hich 
were tw in e d  around my v e ry  s o u l.  Though you have * f a l le n  on 
e v i l  days and e v i l  tongues,11 where, th e  busy s p i r i t  o f  m is­
re p re s e n ta t io n  & d e t ra c t io n  has been unwearied to  b la s t  th e  
c h a ra c te r  o f  th a t  c la s s  o f  C h r is t ia n s ,  w ith  whom I  em con nec ted ,
I  know you a re  n o t  under i t s  p e rn ic io u s  in f lu e n c e ,  and would 
s t i l l  r e ta in  fe e l in g s  of b ro th e r ly  lo v e ,  tow ards those.who© 
y o u , p ro b a b ly , re g a rd  as e rro n e o u s , b u t s in c e re . I t  behoves 
you to  be c a r e fu l ,  though , That o p in io n s  you, express o f any, 
w hether o f  a p p ro b a tio n  or ce n su re . I  lo o k  b a ck , w ith  deep re ­
g r e t ,  to  much o f  the  con ve rsa tion , o f  -shat X deem my days o f  
m is taken  s e a l f o r  r e l ig io n ,  and f e a r ,  th a t  th e  cause of t r u t h  
has been in ju r e d ,  by th e  e xp re ss io n  o f  c ru d e , h a s ty  sen tim en t® , 
co n ce rn in g  th in g ® , o f  w hich I  was u t t e r l y  ig n o r a n t .— I  c o n s id e r 
th e  p re s e n t s ta te  o f  the  chu r-.b , as a f fo r d in g  a t r y in g  d is c i ­
p l in e  to  a l l  C h r is t ia n s .  I  sym path ise most f e e l in g ly  w ith  many, 
who, b e g in  to  see how d e s t i t u te  o f  S c r ip tu r a l  fo u n d a t io n , a:© 
th e  v iew s in  w h ich  they  have been educated & w ith  w hich th e y  
identify the  d e a re s t hopes & the  mast s&cred em otion® , tout s t i l l  
a re  fearful of opening t h e i r  eye®' to  th e  l i g h t  of t r u t h , — le s t  
in  e xp os in g  th e  fa ls e h o o d  o f  t h e i r  own System , I t  shou ld  dazele 
& bewilder,'• and d e s tro y  t h e i r  love f o r  v i t a l ,  experimental 
p ie t y .  B u t the  experim en t i s  go ing  on, by w h ich  the  A lm ig h ty  
will dem onstra te  to  the  n a t io n s ,  tha t t r u th  and goodness a re  i n ­
se p a ra b ly  connect®!,— reason & r e l ig io n  go hand in  hand & h a p p i­
ness w i l l  a lw ays & o n ly  fo l io - *  in  the  t r a in  o f  v i r t u e .  I  have s a id  
thus  much on a d e l ic a te  s u b je c t ,  because I  have fo rm e r ly  w r i t te n  in  
a v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  s t ra in ,a n d  you m ig h t be s u rp r is e d  a t  the  change.
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B u t I  would be above d is g u is e  o r  d e c e p tio n  & c a n d id ly  con fess  
th a t  I  h o ld  i t  no m&rfc o f  weakness o r  g u i l t *  f o r  me to  
acknowledge t h a t  I  th in k  I  have more c o r re c t  id e a s  on th e  
g re a te s t  s u b je c t,w h ic h  can a f f e c t  the  human m ind , th a t  I  had in  
th e  days o f  y o u th fu l  e x c ite m e n t and fo n d  p re ju d ic e ,

I  have heard w ith  sorrow  o f  th e  weak s ta te  o f  y o u r 
h e a lth  and th e  lo n g  con fine m e n t to  w hich  you have been sub­
je c te d ,  I  here  the  l e t t e r  is C to m  and p a tc h e d ] to  r e g r e t  o r  
n o t  th e  d e te rm in a tio n  o f  you* husband toiemd&e to  . .  .£  &ere th e  
l e t t e r  i s  to rn  and p a tc h e d ] i t  w i l l  make a most unhappy chasm, 
in  th e  source o f  my en joym ent w h ile  a t  G r. b u t i f  i t  i s  f o r  
y o u r  b e n e f i t  I  may n o t  co m p la in . Our happ iness i s  more depen­
d e n t on o th e r  c ircum s tan ce s  by f a r ,  i n  my o p in io n ,  than  on l o ­
c a l s i t u a t io n ,  I  s h a l l  n o t know hop to  g iv e  up d e a r l i t t l e  
K a te , who i s  abou t h a l f  my l i f e ,  when a t  home,— b u t 1 hope to  
v i s i t  you a t  8h . i f  a l l  th in g s  go on w e l l ,  when X go aga in  to  
G r ,— w hich  by th e  way, to  re tu rn  to  a s u b je c t ,  w hich has a l ­
most d is g u s te d  me, rem inds me o f  somewhat i n  y r  l e t t e r ,  w h ich  
X don1t  know, you had any b u s iness  to  say . I t  was as much a 
m a tte r  o f  ©ours® f o r  me to  s ta y  he re  t h is  v a c , as any t im e . 
T h e o lo g ic a l s tu d e n ts , a lw ays s ta y ,  i n  the  lo n g  v a c . f o r  the  
most p a r t ,  & I  a lways gave t h is  id e a , & why I  shou ld  be expec­
te d  to  s to p  work & b® id le  f o r  7 wks, I  canno t c o n je c tu re ,—  
b u t  enough & to o  much o f  t h i s . 99

In  unda ted  l e t t e r  to  h is  m other'show s how th o ro u g h ly  he had absorbed

th® m ost l i b e r a l  U n ita r ia n  se n tim en ts

H arvard  U n iv e r s it y ,  Kov, 24t h .

My dear M o th e r,— , . . I  b e lie v e  th e  more ju d ic io u s  we become, 
th e  le s s  co n fide n ce  we s h a l l  p la c e  in  some appendage o f  re ­
l i g i o n ,  and th e  more c h a r i t y  we s h a l l  have f o r  o th e rs ,a lth o u g h

99 George fiipl«y to  Misabeth R ip le y  B righam , ^e n . 24 , 1826. A. L . S.
b e lo n g in g  to  M r. C ha rle s  X# Brigham  o f  B lue  bounds, f i s . ,  and
d e p o s ite d  in  th e  W isconsin  H is t o r ic a l  S o c ie ty , H e re a fte r  the  c o l­
le c t io n  o f  M r. Brigham  in  the  H is t o r ic a l  s o c ie ty  w i l l  be re fe r r e d  
to  as B r .  W. H. S.



we may th in k  w id e ly  d i f f e r e n t  fro m  them* In  s h o r t ,  t in #  
r e l ig io n  i s  in  th e  h e a r t ,  & i s  n o t connected  w ith  any fo n a  
o r  any la n g u a g e .* *1° °

R ip ley*@  r e l ig io u s  change was com p le te * A t some p o in t  between 1$23

and 1825, he h a p p ily  n o te d  in  h is  com ionp lace  book Moeheim, s v iew s  on

ti ie  l a t e  d a te  o f  the d o c tr in e  o f  th e  T r in ity * !® ^ *  . 3k May, 1825# h#

h a p p ily  w ro te  h is  m o the r abou t th e  k in d n e ss  o f  P ro v id e n c e , w ith  w h ich

Jerome R ip le y  may have had something to  d o , in  s e n d in g  h im  to  Cambridge*

1®0) hijfe. p*29« t h i s  letter is p la c e d  by fk o th ia g h a a  under th e  head­
in g  o f  D iv in i t y  S choo l* F ro th in g h a a  was n o t a lw ays a c c u ra te  in  
th e  ch ro no lo gy  o f  h is  unda ted  l e t t e r s *  However, as he re p rodu ce d  
in  th e  l i f e  o n ly  t h a t  p o r t io n  o f  th e  l e t t e r  w h ich  is here  q u o te d , 
th e  re m a in in g  p o r t io n  may have de te rm in e d  th e  date*: Hi e re  is
reason  to  suppose t h a t . i t  may b e lo n g  to  R ip le y 1s u n de rg radu a te  
days, as i t  i s  th e  o n ly  l e t t e r  from  th e  Divinity School d a te d  
from -H arvard  University! a l l  th e  o th e rs  w h ich  a re  d a t^d  a t  a l l ,  
say Cambridge* Ih e re  i s ,  o f  c o u rs e , th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  that R ip le y  
was in  H arva rd  a t  th e  tim e  o f  th e  w r i t in g  o f  th e  l e t t e r ,  e i t h e r  
u s in g  th e  l i b r a r y ,  o r  in  co n n e c tio n  w ith  h is  d u t ie s  as t u t o r *
Th© tone of the letter does not fit in with the tone of his 
letters to Sylvester Clapp in his freshman and sophomore years) 
if it belongs to his junior or senior years, it throws interest~ 
iag light on the course of his conversion to tfaitarlamism* He 
would then b@ in the position of having come to Unitarian is® by 
deciding that his orthodox dogmas, independently of whether or 
not they were correct, were of intrinsic unimportance. His 
letter of lan* 26, 1824, to Elisabeth Brigham, sugge-Sts that 
he followed the reverse process) he viewed his former beliefs 
as incorrect and unecriptiiral before he considered them u»i*~ 
portent* The letter to Mrs. Brigham affords no clue by which to 
date the letter of Nov. 24th, as George tells her that she has 
been for some time aware of change in his religious processes, 
and also that h® fears she will be surprised if he writes fro® 
the standpoint of his new beliefs*

101) Commonplace book, p* 57*



:l®ay 4,.. 1825 •
%  dear ..the pm®pcbt© of 0om£*ft*ltitt*X' success
mail usefulness appear brighter sweaty day# There 1® ®a » •  . = ■ 
eac*im|ji#il call from all part#- of the oo.uft.tiy for our stddsR%®$ 
and a afcnifooted to kmr abat we eeasldsr mere
useful sad practical, if not more abl© preaching than cam 
elsewhere be obtained* For i#y ©wm part, X am cor® and acre 
gr&teful to m kind FrovMmo® which directed mm to Cambridge* 
where X haws I'easmed those wi-ewg of religion. mm* m  at** 
troetiwe -aiuf Xewsly, so mim.pl®, scriptural, and reasonable,-*- 
affording such active# to holiness, Such etesoletlse in sor­
row, such bop® im heath* X trust X as not booming & partisan 
a w  a bigot* 1 hews suffered seou^i, ®a<l too muchin #ue~ 
iaiaimg. theee character®, in earlier f more $ A m p m i m m & 9 
and more ignorant year®) but X bar® a® prospcets of earthly 
tisppin®®# more inviting m m  that of provoking the truth, 
with the isiasibXe bop® of being Instrumental in iapreaeiag 
it ©m 'the mind with greater fore®, purity, m d  effeeb than 
X could do with any- other then ay present eeawletiom* X 
feel boumd bo sgr profeasiom*---#® much so that you will mot 
be surprised when 1 inform you that X deemed it right to 
decline the appelu^semt of lasthemliml tutor, with m 
mmXmmnt of f70G, which w*b reesatly offered me* X pro*** 
suae and bop® that am® of ®y friends e m  regret -what a«y 
appear at flr^t a® a pecuniary eeerlfles, but «tet a broad 
view of the ffetare clearly eamwimc©# $&*&# necessary, m i  
ultimately cam bo of mo disadvantage**10*

102} Lif®> pp*3X**2, Georg# Bipley to Barak Franklin ftlp ley , lay 4# X&2$# 
Upley say# that be desll&ed the appointment, but a MS. aut®bi®~ 
graphical sketch, in M*M*3§*, in hi# own hand, -and Frothimghius im 
the Mfm* both state that while Mplay m #  at IhMmity gekeol bo 
was tutor in maihOeailes end matuiwl philosophy at ibo college.
Hi® apt'oiatment referral to in the letter mf-.Say 4, 1$25 'My hav® 
referred to mom® more penMBiemt pi®®# ©m the faculty, 'or Georg® 
may hair# ’tfesaght better of hi# dmlmlm, - m&- mmrnptmd the poet, 
the latter #up|>o#iti<^ 1# the mm® Xibely, beeau#® im a l®.tt®r 
of Bee- 6, 182$ p«32) to Iferlaum® Blpley, he states, after
describiiii how hard he works, *1 am wery glad tliat I accepted the 
office X am 1m, as it does mot Interfere with my gmftmiomX y1«w#, 
arid' giires me the that, in#tend of being # burden to
other^ X m  wmking ^yself useful, and instead of being dependent,
X am eamimi. wy broad aetelXy by th® sweat of say brow,-' % m  it glvm 
mm the prospect, at the end of the year, of hawiag laid up in this 
world1# good a hsadscBS store, for a bcy.f’ Hi® office m y  wry well 
be that referred to im the letter of Hoy h, 182$ *
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Besides forming view# on religion, lipley formed certain mental 
habits Me never afterwards changed* doe was a generous spirit of lit­
erary criticism* He jotted down,

There 1# a sore evil among some men of letters I It is one of 
the errors of literature! a captions and ungenerous spirit 
of criticism-—a disposition to depreciate the merit® of rival 
candidates for favor* **

In his. later career as a literary critic, he was nothing if not generous*
Another habit is traceable to Mr* Morton* On October 1, 1023, he

wrote his mother that he was working hard instead of playing* .and that
*Gre©n Ifver Bridge has given way to Mr* Morton f» study and the library*"1^
The owner of the study imparted to Bij&sgr some of his severe intellectual
precepts* One of these was ®to read great* original writer® only,®10  ̂and
not to bother with anything ■ inferior or derived* This practice with Rip-
ley was lifelong* Somebody1® work explaining somebody else, was a type

1031 s * m a M s i M S #  p* 57
104 life* p* 22, George Ripley to Sarah Franklin Ripley, Oct* 1, 1823*
105 Commonplace book# p* Id*



of literature in which he did hot indulge| he went straight to the 
source.

Compared to his abject misery as an undergraduate harassed by 
the dislike of the class of 1823, Ripley1® life at the Divinity School 
had some of the bliss of the communion of saint®* To begin with, he 
was under less tension himself, and, hawing learned the difference .be­
tween austerity and religious. outlook,, he must have been a great deal 
simpler to live with. In the Divinity School, wRipley the pious* was 
no brand of ignominy. Piety was the order of the day among aspiring 
ministers.*- He was admitted to. the social life of his colleagues, They 
joked, discussed the newt president, the newspapers, the Greeks, and 
theories of the soul* He went am.little ecclesiastical jaunts, such as 
trips to ordinations, met everybody, and enjoyed himself hugely# On one 
such occasion in December, 1624,^°^ he had not only the religious pleasure 
connected with the ordination services, but the social on©, of meeting 
on the same day his hero, Dr* Channing, and his father*s, Timothy Pick­
ering#

Being gregarious by nature, George did not limit his social contacts
to his fellows* He wrote to his family - a great oeml about solitude, be*-
cause he thought he .should,, and frequently sallied forth to Cambridge
parties, which h© described in the meet human- l e t t e r s  he had written up
to  th a t  t im e *  He a tte n d e d  " p a r t ie s * , ta lk e d  to  the la d le s  and a te  

107jellies, and came home, quite late, to spend the rest of the- night 
on his lessons#

106) Mfii pp* 29-31# George Ripley to Sarah Franklin Ripley, Dec*10,1824*
107) Life* pp*26-8, George Miplay to "Dear Hary^’ Feb* $, 1B24* There is 

no indication who this might be*



Thera wag, ^©rhaps, aaotaer reason he found Cambridge attrac­
tive* At so me undated ti^e of hie studios, either ad an under gradua t © 
or as a divinity student, the tail patrician Sophia Willard f'mna had 
begun to command, hie attention*



MtiM.ri.EJX A

SOFHXA tlLLAEB BASA

Sophia Willard Ban® was of the Brahmin oast®. Ear elan had boon
proal&eztt I n  Cambridge ewer slue©  the arrival o f  h e r grest-greet^greeb*
grandfatfeer, Richard, fro m  Xnglend. In 1740, her grandfather, Francis
Bans, had been revolutionary estbessedor to lueei®, where Catherine the
Great, having her ©*m ides* on revolutions, had kept him cooling his heels

108
for two years without recognising him* In Sophia1 e father, also named
Francis, the sterling quell t-iss of the older Sana* seemed to have ebbed,
and been replaced by irresponsibility, la I823, while this Francis was
enjoying the sights of Europe, hi© wife and two daughters held a family

109
war council on ways and means, sad decided to keep school for support*
Accordingly, they moved t© Cambridge, and took  a little house on Eason 

1X0
S t r e e t .  Two so n # , Francis and Joseph Willard, did n o t l i v e  with t h e *

108 Beary ladsworth Longfellow Baaa, the Pena jNtĝ  (Cambridge, the Cam­
bridge Sistorieal Society, 1941), p. 26*

109 Motes of an in t s r v ie i r  w ith  l i s a  Elisabeth Sana, -made fey Hiss Bose 
Gherman, in 1928. These n o te s  a re  In  the  possession o f  Rsdeliffe 
C o lle g e .

110 Hiss Elisabeth Pan# to Biss Vivien May Morris, Feb. 15, 1900. A.L.S 
owned by Henry Wadsworth 'Longfellow Baa®, copy by E&dcliff® College,
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Sophia cam® by her scholarship naturally* for the Willard®* her* 
mother1® family, had produced scholar® a® steadily as the Dana® men in 
public office# Her maternal gr&ndf&thr, Joseph Willard* had been Presi­
dent of Harvard* and two uncle® instructed there* Sophia1 s niece* Mis® 
Isabella Daft**. even a® an old lady* remembered vividly her tall* grace­
ful aunt#

I never heard her called hamctae and she probably was not so*
But there was some thing so lovely In her face* that the effect 
was somehow th© same— -perhaps the English would have called it 
countenance* Her eaequtsite manner®* and her low* beautifully 
modulated Voice * added, to the charm and her reading to me was 
a rare delight* To this day I often recall whole sentences , 
from those stories* and the very inflections of her voice
George met Sophia while he was either a student in Harvard College 

or in the Divinity School* probably the latter* as Sophia1 ® immediate 
family did not move to Cambridge until 182J* He fell very much in love 
fcith' the distinguished* intelligent, young woman* who was usually des­
cribed a® ^stately* and •elegant.* She was one of the tall* graceful 
people who wear their clothe® superbly* never have holes in their gloves* 
and never knock over teacups*

There are few record® of the life of the cool* blonde Sophia either 
before or during her life inC&mbridgef only one letter of Georg®*® relat­
ing to the courtship survives# This letter was written the day after Hi® 
announcement of the engagement of Sophia Willard Dana to George lipley*
In it, George asked Marianne* hi© faithful sister* to break the news to 
Jerome Ripley A year and a half later* when Georg# had established

116) Mis® Isabella Dana to Miss Elizabeth Dana* Oct* 1928* A*L*S* in the 
possession of Professor Henry ffcdoworth Longfellow Dana* copy in Rad- 
cliff# College*

117) life* pp* 34-6* Cambridge* May 3* 1826*



himself in his ministerial career, on August 22, 1827, Georg© and 
Sophia were married i n  th e  Oval Room o f  Fay House, b,y l e v .  h r*  Holmes, 
ox Cambridge.



CHAPTER H

Boston mitmimim
la 1826* Boston Gaitarl&niam was in its initial period* Its 

method was that of brilliant, if destructive, criticism* Little mercy 
was accorded *tfae beliefs in scrlptwraliasplrsiiou, incarnation, atone­
ment# ©lection, predestination» depravity, fall, regeneration, redemp­
tion** The prevailing philosophy among Unitarian divines was Lockeian 
empiricis*} their animating mental force was* however, cultivated, del* 
fled ccnmonsense* .They looked on human nature* and found that it was 
good* Ho cloud of primal guilt hvmg over their souls* Their minds were 
polished by intensive theological training} native shrewdness was rein­
forced by a battery ©f tents, authorities, eemncmtarle*, and other weapon* 
from the theological arsenal* They were too new as a self-conscious sect 
to have fallen into civil war* They retained belief in God, am illimitable, 
supreme Being, Creator of a material universe, the existence of which 
was unquestioned, and of a spiritual world, the knowledge of which is 
found In the Bible* God's benevolence was as unlimited as His grandeur*



He offered personal immortality to all mho sought Hi®, and seat a Ha#*«
©eager'to point, out the loftiest moral truths# This Messenger, Christ* 
was not divine, but of more than human stature* He performed miracles 
and fulfilled prophecies* The older Unitarian# indulged in a sunny orgy 
of rationality, printer#1 i&fr, and refutation of the Trinitarian#' in the 
Christian Examiner. the nearest thing which the denomination offered to 
a aerie# of pap&Xbull#*

to George and the young m m  who followed Chaining beyond hi# fellow#, 
there was something sore stirring in the air'than the spirit of enlightened 
criticism# The criticism paved the way; they did not refute its conclusions, 
they began there# Channlng granted to- the mind the power of diecrimiaating 
between the true and the uniwue, when presented with the two alternatives#
In som© of his utterances he seemed to go further, but he very sincerely 
feared that private, inspiration might supplant Christianity* The younger 
group* began to wonder if'mind could not discover a# well a#. red09ai.ee*.
They poured over the writing# of German theologians* They burrowed in 
libraries,, in the collection# of Harvard and the Athenaeum* They serutim** 
ised the foreign journals* They wanderdd ~into the bookshops, and bought 
imported volumes from under each other1# noses* Quietly, unobtrusively, 
they made ready for the fermentation of thought to follow*

There were a number of Unitarian churches in and around Boston# At 
King*# Chapel, the oldest Unitarian Church, F*W.P. Greenwood presided over 
his citadel of conservatism, never did anything rash, and made a collection 
of hymn# In the best possible taste# The equally conservative Nathaniel L# 
Froth Ingham, at the First Church, studied German, but never obtruded on hi# 
congregation any of the subversive doctrines which found there• Scholarly



Henry Ware, Jr. , son of tbs old Hollis Professor, preached peculiarly 
winning sermons at the Second Church, while John Pierpont, at Hollis 
Street, carried on an active campaign against his congregation. Sr. 
Charles Lowell, father of the poet Janes Hassell Lowell, preached in 
Lynde Street. John Palfrey divided his tins between his Brattle Street
puipit. th. for** 4».r^»s aarte> “ A * Si£S££i »£ 2a 2stisa»« «u
five volumes of which redounded to the glory of Massachusetts • Samuel 
Barrett preached in Chambers Street, Alexander Young at tew South,
Lemuel Capon in Dorchester, John Pierce in Chambers Street, Brands 
Parkman in Samovar Street. Hellish 1. Mo tie was soon installed at 
Castle Street, and Ralph Waldo Bmerson ordained colleague pastor at the 
Second Church. Towering over them all was the frail, little Dr. Chancing 
who, assisted and later succeeded by Bsra Canmebt, made the Berry Street 
Chur eh the center of Cmitarlaa inspiration.



chapter t n

fill m M W f m  1326-184X

On August 27, 1326, Georg© Ripley preached at the new purchase 
Street Church, which had been dedicated three days before* For the mart 
three Sundays, he preached before this society, and received a call from

yigthem in September* He we# ordained pastor on Mov.g, 1326, and con** 
tinned there for fourteen years# Beside* preaching at this church, and 
exchanging with other pastors, hi* ministerial duties included perform­
ing some five desen marriages,^-'? and taking part in seventeen ordina­
tion®, dedications, or installations# In these, he gave the sermon four 
times, the charge once, the address to the people once, and right hand 
of fellowship eight time®, and. offered the introductory or concluding

113) Christian Register. 7, p*136, Aug, 26, 1326# “We understand that
Hr* George B*Ripley is engaged to preach for th© four following 
Sabbath* at th© new church in. Purchase St*® The "BP 1* an addi­
tion on the part of the Register# Ralph Leslie Rusk, ed#, Thf
Letter* of Rajlph laMo Emerson (Hew York, Columbia diversity
Press, 1939) 1,1**176 , Ralph laid© Baerson to William leers on, 
Sept# 28, 1326, "G. Ripley ha* rmtr a call at Purchase St#*
Smertoa1* ref ©renew must have been to the permanent engagement*
Hereafter Rusk** work will be referred to as Emerson. Letters*

119) TheQarlstian Register* 1326-ISAl, lists the marriages performed 
by Unitarian and Congregational ministers in Boston*



prayer three times la 1829# he offered the prayer at a meeting ©f
the Sunday
of th® Ermgolloal WL*®lmx*ry Society, which post ho hold until MJA§ 
when he resigned this'office and was elected a trustee#3'2J* In 18301 he
offered th© prayer at the annual meeting of the Massachusetts Peace 80*

123ciety. ■ In 1831# he offered suggestions at the annual meeting of the 
Sunday .School Society j he urged that they keep up with the time® by safe- 
lag every effort possible*1 In 1832# he became a life member of the 
American Unitarian Society# of which he was & trustee from 1831 to 18404^^ 
In 1833 he joined in the debate on the taking of th© pledge at a meeting 
of the Massachusetts Association for the Suppression of In temperance*
In the same year* h® edited the Christian l#:fdtyfeei> and continued to do sc 
until Aug* 1$# 1834*^^ In 1834* he was on© of those to address' the annual

120) Ibid*. * 1826»41f lists the installations, ordinations# dedications# of
th® Unitarian® in and around Boston# and gives the name® of officiat­
ing ' ministers*

I**) Ibid.. TUI# Pec. 19# 1829.
122) Ibid.. 1826-41# lists the results of the election® of various church

and reform societies in Boston*
123) Ibid*. XX* Jan* 23, 1390*
124) Ibid*. X# Jan.* 8# 1831.
125) .Ja?.SL°«a SailsSCtaa Association amrhartt*,. 1832-1839, list officers end 

life members* Ihe fee for life membership of a pastor was usually paid 
by the ladles- of his congregation.

126) Q&laMia ft*£l»t«r. XII, June 27, 1833.
127) Chrlatfltfi Eeglster. XI, p.202, Dec. 22, 1832. Bwrid Reed, proprietor,

publisher and editor, announced that in 1833 he would direct the Rbusi­
ness concerns of the .paper* and had engaged two gentlemen for the edi­
torial department11* (hi Jan. 15* 1833* Ripley# as "acting editoxwrote 
G*A» Browns on for articles* A.L.S. Bo ire Dame University. On Feb. 19# 
1834* Brownson wrote his wife that he had dined withEipley# editor of



128meeting of the Sunday School Society, la the seme year, he was & member 
of a committee appointed by th# American Unitarian Society to report on a 
plan for a systematic organisation for improving the moral and religious 
condition of th# poor in Boston : through the cooperation of th© various

129churches with the Ministry at Large* ' This report resulted in the foun­
dation of th# Benevolent Fraternity of Churches, the same year* In 1836,
Ripley was elected Treasurer of the Massachusetts Convention of Congrege-

130tional Ministers, Jtn 1837, at the Berry Street Conference, he moved 
that a vote of thanks be presented to Br# P&rkm&n for his inter©#ting dis­
course, and at the public meeting which followed, joined in the general 
remarks about the missions in the west.^^ In th© .same year, he was elect­
ed a member of the Society for Propagating the Gospel among the Indians and 

132Others.* In 1838, he received. $$06 for missionary services from the
133American Unitarian Association* In 1840, he began the correspondence

Register. A*h«S* in the.possession of Mrs* Thomas Odiorne, In 
**»• tfrglster. XI?, p.2, Aug. 16, 1834# Heed announced that he had 
hired an editor* Ibid*. p. 14, Aug* 30# 1834, a letter to the editor 
signed G.E. Indicates that.Ripley was no longer in that position.

12®) SsisMm_ XIII. «*y 31, X63A.
129) ngsai m  &  gap' ■** Sasc^at £h l S m n H k m l  tfmaam- (Boston, iuttx. and Meeks, 1834), p*4*
130) flaa»tt«n a **, »*y m, 1236.
131) Ibid.. Jun. 3, 1837,
132) Ibid.. Ho t. IX, 1®37.
X33) Aaeylowt UnXt*rt>n ^g.oolaUQa lam-book. VoXa. 8-U, for 183®. Tbi. 

is undoubtedly the trip to Ohio In 1838 mentioned in Life* p.53, and 
the same trip on which Sophia Ripley visited Zoar, and described in 
th© frlal in 1840.



76*

with the church. proprietors, which terminated in his resignation fro® hi*
134society, in spit* of their unwilling^®®s to lo®* their -pastor*

Ripley* s publications during the year® of hi® ministry ineluded two 
tracts can points of religion* pie. Bivjaitr of. Jesus. .Gh.ri®.t>» la 1831,*^ and 
The Boetrln.jj of frja&jg an̂ . 8sgMS3$* ** 1833.136 1b*
foi-aer depended on tearfcu&X criticise* and a manufactured difference between 
the term® deity and divinityf anything in which God had a hand coiud be 
call** .djjria&» but the term deity was used only in teference to God Himself* 
Th® latter tract was writ tea in the form of a letter to a Trinitarian friend* 
It pointed out that belief in either doctrine came, from literal interpreta­
tion of Scripture, but that the doctrine of the Trinity was much more ambig­
uously .stated than.' the doctrine of Transubstanti&tioni that both doctrine*

134) Mg-. Reeof&s of the Thirteenth Congregational Society, in the pose**
Sion of the American Unitarian Association*

135) George .Ripley, The Dtvimlty of Jesus Christ (Boston, American Unitarian 
Association, 1831/•

136} G*org» Ripl«y, lag. of K i  £afr-
pared (Boston, American Unitarian Association, 1833)* This tract,in 
offering a choice between Catholicism and Unitarian!®®, or rather, of 
those views of religion Justified, by sound sense working on Biblical 
matters, is particularly interesting* ■ It shows Ripley a®, at th®' time, 
a disciple of Charming* Moreover, it is almost prophetic of hi® later 
year®, when he drifted, further and further into a religion unbounded 
by dogmatism, and hi® wife, Sophia, at the same time became a Roman 
Catholic* The flat statements of Father Hecker, close friend of the 
Ripley®, that Ripley considered becoming a Catholic, but was restrained 
from doing it in his lifetime by the opinion of his friend®, and, dying, 
sent for-Father Hecker, who arrived too’ late, if more than the confused 
reminiscences of an old man on the part of Father Hecker, or momentary 
impulse on the pari of Ripley, would 'show that Ripley was conscious of 
but two alternative® since 1833* In that case, having been dissatisfied 
with the extremely l&iitudinarian development* of later Unit&rianism, 
which placed a formless God among the speculations, he turned to the 
rigid And concrete outline® of the most authoritarian Christian reli­
gion*



had been supported by learned men; that both were once deemed essential 
to salratlon; that both were posWpostollo la origin; that neither was 
justified by sound common sense, and that his trinitarian friend, unless 
he wished to become a Oathollo on the spot, had hotter become a Unitarian. 
Between 1831 and 1837* he wrote ten articles for the Christian Bxamlner, 
the ninth of whloh, a reriew of Kartimeau* e Rationale of Religious Inquiry,

eeaamMMtesiihiiMw

In I836, elioited a rebuke from Andrews Horton.*37 la 183&, Blpley pub- 
llehed a series of six semens, whloh he had del Ire red at Purchase Street 
In 183*** called Discourses on the Philosophy of M i M s s -138 In 1837, ha 
published a semen on temptations of the Times.*39 ja 1338, he began the 
publication of a series of translations by different writers, called Speci­
mens of foreign Standard literature. The first two relumes of these, calledmw.1 ■ni?amhit e a t ' mj,wieiiWi*essOTwWi«w» ■ < jiumi. um*m

"Philosophic*? 1 Miscellanies,* selected translations from Cousin, Jouffroy, 
and Constant, were his own.*^ In 1839* he entered Into oontrorersy with 
his former professor, Andrews fort on, on the subject of intultire philo so* 
phy, and directed at that professor three pamphlets, called "The Latest form
si M M s M l z *  fossiagd. 1 *■»♦*•* is. SSa  iaSsssa. laMaa g t w A m *  iz M s
Discourse before the Association of the Alumni of Cambridge Theological
School S3, S &  M S *  *T “  Sohool { •SsiS2S3 Si
'tbm Lat.gt fora of Infidelity1 * Zxa»ln«d. A Second Letter to Hr. Andrew* tor-
ton. Ocoasloned by his Defense of "A Discourse on the Latest form of Infidel*
.1) " i n  Ml,1 ft* Ji fiwi i  rntmm ,n i , «i 1 i nn * * * * * *  mmmtmmmmmmmmrnmmmm mmmm  a s m m e e  e S M M i a  mm*......

lty,» by Oeorge Blpley; and "Defense of ♦The Latest form of Infidelity* "Examined,

137 Mfe* PP* 9 M 7 .
138 Oeorge Blpley, Discourses on the Philosophy of Religion, addressed to 

Doubters Who Wish toTielieTe "(Boston, James Munroe A 6 0., 1836) •
139 Oeorge Blpley, Testations of the Times (Boston, Hilliard Cray & Co.,1837)* 
lho Ceorge Blpley, Life, p. 9 7.



78*

A Third Letter t© Mr, Andrews Morion, %  Georg® Ripley**5̂  In 1840, h© was 
on© of the founder© of The Mai* the ©agasine edited by Baer©on, Margaret 
Fuller, and himself * H® contributed two axtielesi «Orestes A. Browasbn*s 
%*i tings, n and "Letter to a Theological Student,* as well as several review©* 
.In 1840, he arranged for the publication of the proceeding© at th© ordlha* 
tion of John Sullivan Dwightj Ripley had preached the sermon. The pamphlet, 
which contained th© charge, and right hand of fellowship a© well, was 'called 
.SMm-Bl h* -» *•»<» Preached at th®
Ordination of Mr* John Sullivan Dwight, as Pastor of th© Second Congr©gation&l 
Church in Northampton, May 20, 1 8 4 0 . .  In th© ©am© year, he published for

143hi© society A Letper j|& 3&£ Clwck Jfe£dK04C* **
which he -gave hi© reasons for his resignation from the office of pastor, and
also A Farewell Discourse. which contained th© correspondence between Ripley

144and th© proprietors of th© church*

141) (Boston, Jam's KmroeA Co*, 1@39, 1840 and 1841)*
142) (Boston, Meek* Jordan and Co., 1840).
141) Georg© Kiplcy, A, jitter tpT the Congregational g a*rg|i ML t e M t  tfeSSk 

(B oston , Drake * s ra m p b le ts , I 84CJ>
144) Georg® -Ripley, A FarewjOl Msccur**® (Bo©ton, Drake*# Pamphlets, AS4A). ■



m m m  x m

PURCHASE BTMm, CHURCH

Wxm. Georg® Ripley, a fledgling clergyman, preached'at the first 
Suadi$p*g worship in Purchase Street Church, he was greeted with approval 
by the Christian Register* the Unitarian weekly, as well as fay the pro­
prietors of the church* The Register commented on the occasion!

Hr* George B. Ripley, lata of the theological School in 
Ca abridge, has been engaged to preach the four Sabbaths fol­
lowing the dedication. ' On last Sunday maiming he preached, a 
sermon appropriate to the. commencement of' public worship'' %  
a new society, and in a new church*. His text-was' 'Realms xxvt,i, 
tort.I to** tho i » M M t l on of t-:y House. and the pjUc* .
where thy honor dweXleth*. the church was well, filled, and th® 
services gar® much satisfaction* Ihe seats will be free‘until 
the choice -of a minister, and a sal© of,the' pews* If we do not 
mistake the indications already manifested, & respectable so­
ciety will be gathered in this edifice, another flourishing 
church of liberal sentiments will1 adorn sad -bless this city, 
and the persons who, from public --motives, • aided in erecting 
this temple will see the fruit of .their ■ enterprise in the com­
plete success of the undertaking,1^*

Octavius Brooks Frotfainghasi, Ripley*# biographer, states that this society
was 8expressly gathered* for the young minister.1^6 As the c o rn e r stone

U5) 
il6) Life* p.36

f, 13$, Sept* 2, 1826,



80.

of the building was laid in 1825,^7 Ripley1 a second year in the Divinity 
School, the funds must hare been raised area earlier. Renee, the Impression 
that the congregation was ealled together with Ripley in mind* la utterly 
untenable. On the other hand, when it came time to oheose a pastor* Ripley 
was apparently the only minister to preach the Sunday service before Sep- 
teaber 28, by vhioh date, he had received the oall from this society.

On Sep teaber 29, a ooanittee consisting of John Oolton, Oharles Beihots, 
end John Ballard sent out the not loss of Ripley1 a ordination on Bovember S.1*** 
Before that date, the sale of pews had brought in $27̂  for thirty-nine pews, 
and after the sale, eleven no re were taken, the whole number of pews was 
one hundred and fifty-two, of which forty were in the gallery. After the 
ordination, the remainder of the pews were offered at auction,***9

the proceedings on Bovember 8 began with the nesting of the Council in 
the vestry of the ohoreh at 9 a .a., and the services Immediately followed, 
fha sermon, whloh was the principal attmotion of such ceremonies, was 
preached by none other than Reverend John Thornton Kirkland, President of 
Harvard. Rev. Dr. Lowell, of Cambridge, offered the ordaining prayer, and 
Professor bare, the charge. Alexander Toung and Bsra Bennett, less well 
known at the time, gave the reading from Scripture and the right hand of 
fellowship. Samuel Ripley came from Waltham to offer the concluding prayer. 
the assemblage was distinguished. Or. Kirkland, who lent an air of dis­
tinction to any occasion.

1U7 Ibid., p. 36.
lhg John Colton, Charles Belhots, John Ballard, MS. notloe of Ripley1a ordina­

tion, to Dr. fuekermam's Church, Oct. 29» 1826. In the Boston Public 
Library, this library will hereafter be referred to as B.P.L.

1^9 Christtan Register, T, Bet, 28, 1826,



#•.Proceeded to describe with his usual discrimination, richness 
of thoughtf and felicitous expression* the character of a Chris­
tian minister* the subjects of his instructions, the temper and 
spirit with which they should be urged* the limitations which
the doctrine, that he is not to please men, requires* how far he
is expected to have reference to their views and character* and 
to show respect and tenderness to the weaknesses and prejudices 
of those to whoa he ministers* and concluded with the usual ad­
dress to the pastor elect and to the society* *
Two years previously, Professor Ware* in laying the comer stone of

151the building, had described th® future church as Mnot magnificent. # Per­
haps, as he delivered th® Charge to hi® star pupil, he was reminded of those 
words. George’s temple was a particularly unprepossessing structure, made 
of ston®, with a small belfry on top. It was as homely inside as without*^2 
It had been built in a respectable, but declining part of town* too near the
water and the old tea wharves *1^ The paster and the proprietors had further
Wise for worry, in that there war® three other $n It arias, churches not far
off* The society* though never greatly burdened by debt* never really flour-

154ished. It remained as it had begun* small unostentatious * and respectable*

150 Chrlj3.tfm Ifrgiiter̂  ?, 178* Mow. 11, 1826*
151 Sftfe* P* 35*
15* M£e* p* 35,
153 Ufa, p* 36.
154 Uft« p. 36*



CHAPTER JOT

m  pastor

As a Unitarian minister, duly settled, over a congregation, George 
automatically belonged to the American Unitarian Association, and Massa­
chusetts Convention of Congregational (Unitarian) Minister#, and the Berry 
Street Conferences* The membership of .the la#i two was exclusively minis­
terial* Besides these bodies, it was edifying and appropriate for a young 
minister to belong to the Evangelical Missionary Society, and the Sunday 
School Society* There were ale© the questionable associations* Certain 
people looked askance at the Massachusetts Peace Society* The Association 
for th# Suppression of intemperance was not altogether popular, as some of 
the Brahmins were large brewers and distillers* But Ripley * was well aware 
of th® havoc that drink m s  playing in the lower classes, partieularly in 
the factory tom#, where it wa® the only mean® open to the worker® to forget 
for a moment that they were so dreadfully tired* He belonged in spite ef 
the unpopularity of the enterprise, and advocated the taking of the pledge, 
although, he. tried to make things diplomatically right fey suggesting temper­
ance as a means of insuring to shop-owners that their assistants would not 
steel money to buy drink*



la all these institution®, Blpley, who seldom suggested a measure 
more radical than a vote of thank® to a speaker for hie inspiring discourse, 
attained a mild prominence. He was secretary of the. Evangelical Missionary 
Society, and wrote very gracious letters transmitting resolutions of thanks 
to- the families of persons who-bad left-money to th- cause* A sample Of hi® 
handiom&ft along that line is a letter of acknowledgment to Dr, Shattuekf

Boston, 29 Sept,, 1331
Dr, George- C, Sfa&ttuck

Bir—
At a meeting of the trustees of the Massachusetts 

Evangelical Missionary Society held this day, the Measurer 
haring reported the payment by you as Executor of the will 
of the late Mrs, Elisabeth Derby, of the sum of #§00, be­
queathed to th® Society, it was

Voted *Sh&t the secretary be requested respect- 
'fully to communicate to the Executor, their seas® of the 
kindness and attention in the prompt payment of the legacy, 
and their grateful sense of the liberality of Mrs, Derby, 
in this very timely addition to the funds of the society«

I take great pleasure, Sir, in announcing the 
above vote, & beg you to accept the assurance of the great 
respect with which I am your obedient servant..•
the most controversial remarks w h ic h .are recorded of- Ripley in the 

discussions which took place at the meetings of th® various societies, was 
a harangue in f&Vof of ib e - ; ta k lu g  cf /the pl&dga, at a Massachusetts Associa­
tion for the Suppression of Intemperance- meeting.on June 27, 1B33* Th© ac­
count in the Register show® Ripley1® unhappy use of metaphor on the occasion, 
and the arguments which he used to convince hi® conservative colleague®.

155) George Ripley to Dr. George S. Shat tuck, A.L.S. in M.H.S*



Rev# Mr* Ripley m ®  decidedly for th© pledge, end examined 
it© principle *with reference to it® ascertained effect© on com­
munities and individual© #n He related several anecdote© in poinbf 
and among other®, the case of an- intemperate ©an in Worcester 
County, who had signed the pledge .and broken itj but the effect 
of that violation itself had been such as the person himself eon** 
fessed, that it had completely' destroyed th© temptation ever 
■'after#. His venerable friend (Judge Davis) had doubted whether 
pledging was one of the good old-fashioned customs, and whether 
it was necessary among a aensibl© people* He had himself no 
doubt almost.the first act of the Pilgrims was a pledge for 
mutual protection!' and it had been so -.at all periods in Hew 
3&glmd--Jig to its being repugnant to. moral- liberty or dignity, 
it was enough for him that it was a deliberative &ci§ that it 
was universally useful to- his fellow-menj and that- he had the 
Apostle Paul1® precept that, **if meat offend M s  brother* then 
fa® woulc not eat it," to the end of the world* He hoped th©
Society would unit® in the pledge, and, in the good old Massa­
chusetts way, give *th@ long pull, the strong pull., and the 
pmll -Altogether, *

Hot being present till after Mr* Ripley had finished his 
remarks, we have copied them from th® report in the Mercantile 
Journal# Fro© one who; was present, we understood that Mr* Rip­
ley remarked further, that the signing of a pledge might be use­
ful in- measures to be hereafter adopted* And: should a number 
of gentlemen in our city b« of the opinion that our theater 
ought to be reformed, or abolished, a. very strong influence 
might be raised, on avowed ■ principle® which might be signed 
pledging a perseverance to accomplish the object* A design 
of this character would in our opinion, be worthy of the 
friends of good order in our city,' and tend greatly to th© 
preservation of our youth from the haunts of vie© and impurity 
and intemperance, Our merchants and shopkeepers, gome .of whose 
clerks arid attendants are tempted to pilfer the cash of their 
employer® for the amusements alluded to, might be saved from 
great losses us ell a© our youth from ruin* 5b

A© the measure passed, 18 to 9, Ripley was not the sole defender of thi®
cause*

As a speaker at ordinations, installation®, dedication*, and other 
ecclasiastical festivities, Ripley did not appear a® often ms, for example, 
Rev* Mr* Farkman, and R©v. Mr* Greenwood, to ©ay nothing of j^r*Cbanning*

156 S h i i t e  &X4J&S2U XIX, p»106, July 6, 1*3 J. W*«o from the girlfr-
t ia n  Watchman, The e d i t o r i a l  o u r  n e a r the c lo s e  in d ic a te s  that Hi© 
f i n a l '  's e n tim e n ts  a re  those o f  th e  Watchman, and n o t R ip le y 1©#



For on® reason, he had a distaste for preaching on such occasional ha 
pref e: red to compos® his sermons for hie can society. He stated this 
dlstar te in a latter to Browason* in aonnaction with the installation 
of the latter* at Canton, May 14# 1834*

Friday Morning
$y dear Sir*

1 cannot hat regret that yen wish me to preach your 
installation sermon as isy taste and habits lead i» to de­
cline such public services as much m  possible. I preach* 
write and think almost exclusively for my own peoplej but 
as these personal eonsiderations ought not to weigh with 
me* for a moment* if I can oblige an other pr-di will do ay 
best to perform the service you request* **^$7

the sermon which tipley preached for Brownson ‘ s installation* Jesus Obi gist* 
tfcte Spme Xea.terday* Today, and Forever* he repeated in Philadelphia* Ando­
ver, nd Plymouth the same year$ at Ihngham in 1837, at home* at Mashua*

158and at Salem in 1839# so it was of good service after all*
Blpley *s sermons seem to have been generally considered dull* Froth- 

inghai says of them# *He was lacking in Hie $1 ft of thrilling speech* Hie 
eonvlaliens did not fall burning from his lips** While among his friends* 
he w®:i a brilliant talker| on more formal occasions, he was vumiapasssiemed* 
almof.t cold.1,1 ̂  His discourses* some of which were quite radical* were 
delivered in so calm & manner that anything revolutionary in the content was 
unnoticed* Beneath his sermons lay a bedrock of abstract thought, but he only 
presented his society with the con elusions, and the morals drawn from these

157) leorge Ripley to Orestes A. Browneon, m*d«A*L*S* in Metre Bam© University.
158) Sndors«neni 011US. Seraon Je.ua Cforigt the Seme Yestsruey. S a t e  S A  

forever, in Krothingham collection.

159) Life, p. 52.
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concl isiona* When, in the discourses later published as Stscoursea m  tfae 
Ffrllsaophy of Religion. ho said that Christianity accorded with th® funda­
mental moral convictions of th® human race,th® parishioners missed th® imtui- 
tivis :i and primitivism lurking in th® rmark, and thought it was merely a 
good way of saying that Christianity was very* very fin®, then he informed 
them that Jesus Christ had made it a solemn duty to us® common sens® in the 
Miters of religion* they must have thought that h® was pointing out what they 
likec to hear about— the Irrationality of th® Trinitarians* But this sermon 
carried the principle of privet® judgment by the light of common seas® so far* 
that Upley found himself attacking the undue influence of the priestly of­
fice* His text, *Aad why even of yourselves judge ye not what is right?” was 
capable of interpretation of which M s  flock missed some of the nuances* Hip** 
ley never presented his innocents with the genesis of his thought * only with 
his c inclusions, and pre@aa.ted these in such a calm way that he seemed to 
igaoi® completely, any differing opinions.

On one occasion, at least# his sermons aroused enthusiasm* Xn 1838, cm 
a weitera trip, he seems to have done his beat' preaching. Perhaps he felt 
belli £ among the lees formal westerners, after the close theological atmos** 
phere in Bantam* The congregations were very pleased with him, particularly 
when a# preached without not#®* A strange manifestation of join-with the 
word as proffered-by Ripley, ©sae^b© him- from & gentleman who was- th# agent 
of a water transportation company, and ent th® Ripleys free -passe® on the 
comptiifc * & canal b o a t s A t  any rate, if George had been really deadly, 
he would not have received the invitations of which he spoke in his Farewell

mm*     i| «*,■; ,h'- '.W j« ■!>*■n

16C lift, p. 10.
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Discourse* from tlx# larger societies, to quit Purchase Street ®»d come
tO tiWlft,

One of Ripley * 0 most ambitious semi-official venture®* in his capa­
city m  a Unitarian minister, was a&prt editorship of the gfarietien Regjgr 
ter* This weekly newspaper kept its readers posted on the ordained* th# 
ins tallied*- th# married* and the dead# It summarised outstanding sermons* 
with -iber&l praise and copious quotations* Gh&nning was its particular 
hefcoj It would have quoted him cm the weather* It reflected th® lugubrious 
semtliremtality of th® time* and frequently - gratified th® taste® of the read­
er by a front page story of a virtuous* dying infant* There was a column of 
secular news* and ample space for bard®* good, bad* indifferent* child pro­
digy, In spite of drawbacks, the Register wa# a very able and influential 
little paper* The book review® were painstaking, the reform article® highly 
liberal* and th® accounts of th® proceedings- of religious and reform socie­
ties* ciereful and accurate* -It sought toleration among all Christian sects* 
increased civil rights for women* suppression of Intemperance* greater Jus­
tice f^r th© working classes* It opposed slavery* but was & little vague 
just w at to do about it* On December 22* 1$32* Reed announced that for 
th® ear ling year, he had engaged, at large expense to himsilf* "two gentlemen*
of distinguished talents* fine literary taste* and extensive fdquirement®

161both ii theology and general literature** One of these anonymous gentle­
men was Ripley* The first number of 1S33 contained their address to the 
public. They assured their reader® that their first concern was the promo­
tion of practical religion, particularly Unitarian Christianity} that they

nwir« — r«w*.uu. ̂ ..wwku .*>

161, £h le-feifin H .  P*102, Dec. 22, 1332.



did r :>tr court controversy, which wag * Ripleian woodnote tamef that they 
hoped the friends of the Register would sand in original commuriications.
Georg went contribution hunting, and wrote to Orestes i. Brown son, the 
Walpole pastor, whose •pithy," lucid, and direct* style he admired# By re­
turn mil he received an article chanting the praises of 0hanning*s sermons * 
Qa a visit to Boston, in January, IBM, ■ Brown son had dinner with Ripley at 
his heme* They liked each other, and time-passed pleasantly - between the 
XAgieX, dogmatic guest, and the cautious, courteous host* Browneon wrote 
fuxth r for the Register* and attracted some favorable attention, includ­
ing f at of Emerson. By August 16, of the following-year, Ripley was ap­
parently no long officially connected With the paper. Heed announced to 
the public that he had secured »an able and well qualified Editor,* who was, 
apparently, full-time* Ripley was still on intimate terms with the paper, 
for w< en Brownson got himself into hot water, with an address which was Inter­
preter as an argument for the overthrow of society, he appealed to Ripley to 
strai hten the matter out, and explain that he wished

• * *2Jo reform in the external circumstances, in social or economical 
r elatione, any further than shall be considered necessary and.gf- 
i’weted by an increase of knowledge and virtue in all classes*

Riple; , who had thought highly enough of Brownson to -urge him to come to 
Roster and start an independent society, did him the favor he requested*

In general, the articles in the lewis ter were not signed* Sometimes 
they v ere initialed, as were Brown son* s. Ripley, on the other hand, pre­
ferret his protective coloring, .aid never left a mark of identif 1 cation * As 
edi-toi , he was responsible for the choice of contributions, and for slanting 
the pt jjer towards a serious advocacy of reforms*

162 C trlstlan Regl»t«r, X, p.10, Aug. 25, 1834.
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If the long-euf fering librarian at tho Boston Athenaeum vat 
afflisted by writer*s er«if« Blpley was greatly to blame. During
his Boston years, be borrowed over plgbt hundred volumes• Son* of•s'& ? ■
■ these earns frees Harvard* by far the larger pert of- these ffoai the 
Ath<*a**u*. with wo.ptlon of mbout twmty nor.1.. th« work, ooald 
hardly be called light literature. History, particularly religious 
history, figured largely in the selleetion, end works of French end 
Oeman author* larger still* there were as many serious books in 
the English language as in the other two combined, a good supply of 
teohnloal books on various subjects, smatterings of travel, and doses 
of the eifcssie*. fhe biographies were prineipally of those authors 
whoa Blpley was reading* The list records one venture into Italian, 
by way of &aoohievelli, with the aid of a dictionary* As lipley had 
a highly literate wife, soste question arises as to who read Just what*



90,

The choice of Herder 0a M m  is unmistakably Bipley's, hot no one 
can say definitely that It was Sophie who set by the fire toasting hep 
tees and gleefully curdling her hlood over The Mysteries of Pdolpho.
Otftrgt'i tremendous interest in philosophy and religion vae euoh that one 
may assume that ell the Trench* German* and Bnglleh hooks on those sub­
jects were taken out for his benefit* although Sophia* who knew Trench 
▼cry well* may have read then also. By 1831* George had pored over Bor­
der* Jacobi* dot the* Schiller* Be Wette* Buhle, lie interest in the 
Trench authors who followed the intuitive school of philosophy was not 
less keen.

Some of the titles taken from his readings during the years of hie 
ministry* show the tremendously serious nature of his interests. In 1826* 
he charged out of Harvard Blhrary the Qddyssey; Xenophon1 s Historic Greece, 
Oeconoalous* and Politics; Horace's Sententlas. In 182$* the Athenaeum 
charged out Sidney's Works; Boothe's Works{ The Sketch Book; Butler*s Homan 
Catholic Church; Eichardeon's Works: Bandar’s imaginary Conversations:mnMSinw aiaseeiwyMiwww mwmtwuniiii i'iiihww
Buffan's Hatural History: Herder On Han. In 1830* he is charged at the Athe-«mnvnM)ii me* iiamwDtr Btwaermtm.ittii-mitiinm* wm\i* tmmmm.

naeum with Vivien CrayI Smollet's Works: Degerando$ Schiller: Diderot; La Ton- 
taine’e Tables: a life of Locke; Schlegel's Lectures; novels by De Toe. In 
1831* he charged at the Athenaeum Jacobi's Works; Boothe's Wilhelm Moisten 
three of Jane Austen's novels; the writings of Jefferson; Franklin's Works; 
Jean Paul's Levana; Oeuvres de Condillac: works by Voltaire; by Crebillon; by 
Mme. de Steel; Monboddo on Metaphysicks; works by Lessing; by Southey; by 
Spurzhelm, Xn the same year* he borrowed from Harvard works by De Wette; God­
win's Political Justice; a German work of Buhle's on Baturel Philosophy. In 
1833t he borrowed fro® Harvard Kant's Critique of Pure Beeson in a



German edition, and two other works by that author; three works by 
Herder; Bckersann1 3 Brklarung* In the same year, from the Athenaeum, 
he borrowed work®, of Xlopetook; of Byron; of Rousseau; Cousin1®
Instruction Public u®« In 1834, he borrowed from the Athenaeum, work® 
by Cuvier.; Parkinson; Constant de la Religion; works of Burke, ■ In 1836, 
he borrowed at the Harvard Library works of Spinosa; of Schleieroacher; 
of Sch©lli«gj of Priestley* In 1837, he .charged at the Athena©*®, Locke 
Essay on the Human Onderatandings Godwin*® JH* Leon; three more novels ©f 
Jan© Austen; three works on mathematics; Washington1 s writings; HasXitt* s 
Sapol»QSi Sewll's History ..of tfe. ftnriBMH. In 1839, he charged out of 
Harvard Library.- Buhle*s History of Philosophy* in a German edition; a 
history of Lutherism; Luther*® Sehrlftem Schelling* s Philosophical Works, 
in a Gorman edition. In the same year, he charged at the Athenaeum, a 
french history; Bowen# s History of the Pones; 81 mend! *s Republics i Way land1 
Discoursesi Fawcett*® Sermons; Palfrey*s Sermons; .Froissart*a Chroniclea*
In 1840, lie borrowed at the Atheaaeu®, Baleigh*® History of the Worlds 
Brooke*® The Fool of Qualityi Br&ata&e1s works. The most interesting 
of his borrowings, perhaps, earns in 1840 and 1841* Between October 19, 
1040, and April 9, 1841, he borrowed thirty volumes on agriculture, in 
anticipation of hi® labors as a farmer in West Eoxbury.

Behind- the Intensive reading was u n d o u b te d ly  a more’ d e f in i t e  

purpose than th© mere aacsreise of learned le is u r e *  When he was ordained' 
to the ministry, he had not settled all his doubt® and queries on the 
subject of religion, There were two things he could dot either postpone 
his career, and concentrate on the solving of h i©  mental irresolutions, 
or take up his practical duties a® well as he could, and let h is -worries 
solve themselves in his spare time* He did not seem to even think



seriously of the first course# la his commonplace book for September 1, 
18271 he described his course of action I

To decline active exertion for the religious improvement 
of mam, through any doubts* with regard to the primary truths 
of religion, would be as unwise, && for an instructor of youth, 
to neglect the duties of hi© office, on account of abstract 
speculations concerning th© mind, or for m  engineer,to de­
cline th© ©arc of his machinery because he might be a convert-,* 
to Berkeley1® sceptical theory of the no® existence of matter# **

The choiee was a victory for _ Georg© the Reformer over Georg© th© Tenderer 
in the Abstract# Perhaps choice is too strong a word. Th® practical Rip­
ley may never have- considered the other alternative for a longer space of 
time than was necessary to refute it# That he was happy in his round of 
pastoral duty, hi® early letters show#

Boston, January 9, 1827*
*#«S$y hands are full of labor, and my heart with cares for ay- ■ 
own people who, although a little band, demand a great deal 
of my time and all of my attention. There is a great atten­
tion to religion at this moment throughout the city, and 1 feel 
it a bounden duty to do what I can to promote it, and. to direct 
the. ©acci tenant into a proper channel# X administered the eoss.- 
munlbm for theffrst time yesterday, and admittednln© to ray 
church,for some of who® I feel a peculiar interest, as they 
have'' been led to th© step udder th© influence of my preaching#
1 am gratified at the serious impressions I find produced, be­
cause they assure me of the adaptation of rational religion to 
the needs end sorrows of all condition® of men* It ha® been
repreached a® a faith merely for men of intellect and taste#
It is so, but it also speaks,loudly to the poor and uneducated,

I have had ample proof •
Boston, February 14, 1827

%  dear Mother,— I have little to say about myself but that I 
am quietly peering about the street® and lanes of Hi© city, 
dropping the good seeds of Christian truth wherever I find & 
prepared mind, and once a week enforcing what I say in private

163 Commonplace Book, p*60#
164 life# pp.39-40# George Ripley to..Jan. 9, 1327.



lay a more elaborate argument in public* My society is grow­
ing tranquilly by my side* It is now quite an infant, but
I hope it will live and advance to the stature of a perfect

Although Ripley was for some years vary contented in the pastoral 
relation, and hi© conversion to Uniiarianism in the Divinity School had 
been nothing if not thorough, he had hi© bad moments* Having both train­
ing and tendency for abstract ©peculation, it was no wonder that at timed 
a group of doubts would come floating into hi® mind, like a school of bar­
racuda, tmd nibble at the edges of his faith* He thought of old Samuel 
Johnson, the prayerful, ponderous, eighteenth century dictator of the 
coffee shop®, and wrote in hi® commonplace hooks. .

Perhaps Dr, Johnson never composed anything so truly ex­
cellent as, his prayer against inquisitive & perplexing thoughts*
It is so wise it emerge tic, so philosophical & so pious, that it 
will afford consolation to many sincere Christian®, when in & 
state of mind to which it is believed, the best are sometimes 
liable*

*G lord, my Maker IE Protector, who ha® graciously sent me 
into this world to work out my salvation, enable me to drive 
from me all such unquiet & perplexing thought® m  may mislead 
or hinder me in the practice of those duties which thou hast 
required* Mien I behold the work of thine hands, give me grace 
always, to remember that thy thoughts are not my thoughts, thy 
ways, not my way®* And while it shall please thee to continue 
m© in this world, where much is to be done & little to be known, 
teach me by the Holy Spirit to withdraw my mind fro® unprofitable 
& dangerous inquiries i from difficulties vainly curious* & from 
doubts impossible to be solved* let me rejoice in the light 
which thou hast imparted* let me serve thee with clear seal, it 
humble confidence* & await with patient expectation for the time 
in which the spux, which thou reoeivest, ©hall be satisfied with 
knowledge* *.

Ripley, who never left the ̂dangerous inquiries* Mi oily alone, found himself 
in a vicious circle. The mo e he read to find solution® to his doubt®, the

165 Life* p*40. George Ripley to Sarah Franklin Ripley, Feb. 14, 1B27*
166 Commonplace Book* p.60.
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rarely signed, sometime® not ©Ten initialed# Ripley, 'in particular, .had a 
passion for anonymity, The articles were “BeGer&ndo an Self Education,* in 
September, 1830} “Religion in franco, * July, l££lf “Pest&Xozsst,* January, 1832} 
•Professor Follen * & Inaugural, * in the same number; BSir James Mackintosh*# 
Ethic ml Philosophy*, February, 18331 "Frofeseor Marshes Translation of Herder,!? 
May, 18351 •Herder** Theological Opinions and Services,* November, 2855$
*Schl mi©rmaoher as a Theologian,* March# 1836j "M&rtineau* ® Rationale of 
Relif ious Inquiry, • Novemberj 1836$ "Theological Aphorisms,511 translated from 
till®® i, January, 1837* Fro® these articles, one forms a picture of Ripley** 
beltsfs# He had faith in the existence of God, and trusted in the existence 
of a sensible, external, world around him* Knowledge came through the senses, 
but not all knowledge* There remained the knowledge that was in the soul, 
where the power of reason had sympathy with truth in .the divine mind# Reason 
was not Itself the divine mind, it was not an Inner XAgjhtf. it was the crown- 
ing h man faculty* It was natural in the mind, but not invincible; it re­
quire . culture# The pressure of outside circumstances accelerated, hindered, 
or determined the direction of this culture as the case might be. Reason did 
not I .«♦ In some souls, it burned with the beautiful white flame of gum- 
powder| in others, it seemed extinguished, but whether dimly or brilliantly, 
it showed tiie truths which are unchanging. . €hriatlanity was recognised by 
reason m  the highest expression of <oral and religious truth* Compared to 
this testimony# historicity and the testimony of miracles were unimportant#

168 Thee* view© ©a the difference of the power of reason in individuals are 
lIso advanced in the sermon, Com<m 8©nse M  ftdtet M  iellgipn* There, 
1 ipley speaks of minds as improving with training#



The paper# on DeGerando^*^ and Pe®talos£»i ©how George m  interested in
educciion as self-education*. PeEtalozsi, in particular, advocated progr-e#- 

170sir# raethods* In the .paper on **Beligion in -France,” Ripley -describes the
ideal religion, as unafraid of science, non-authoritarian, appealing-to head

171and femri, including love of God and of mankind* :
In hi# review of Sir Barnes Mackintosh* s bGsneral View - of the -Progress of 

172lthlc-1 Philosophy* Bipley, in, reverting to Professor Frisbfe, centres 
Mackintosh for not distinguishing sufficiently ■ well between' the ideas of right 
and of utility*- The idea of right, he holds, is simple and intuitive* The 
secon of the two articles on Herder*^ attributes to-Herder the belief that 
the v ry essence of Protestantism is conviction, individual examination, and 
independence* For the old Protestant ideal of private judgment, Bipley was 
always fighting*- Some of Herder* s biblical view# are reflected in Biploy’s 
own w:- itings# the poetry- of the Bible Should not be- translated into scientific 
prose, the story of the Creation in Genesis-, for example, is the frapient of 
an Oriental song; prophecies were the utterances of national hopes -and wishes, 
not literal predictions of the future; miracles were not proof of the divinity 
of Christ1# mission; revelation is to every age,, but the Biblical times were 
the r::. chest. The article on Sehleieraacher^^ reveals a curious determiniaia.

169; ph& a M g a  flaala«E> **, pp.7o-io7, $*?%. 1830.
170 raid.. XX, pp.317-373, Jan. 183a.
171 pid.. I, pp.273-293, July, 1831.
172 Ibid.. XIII, pp.311-332, Jan. 1833.
173 Ibid.. XIX, pp.172—204, Nov, 1835.
174 Ibid.. XX, pp.1-46, alar. 1836.



Riplar €14 not deny the existence of an external world, nor the pressure of 
that -orId on our consciousness * Time, to a large extent, determined what 
the great men should he* Given the times* it was almost predictable that 
there should be- a Sehleiermacher*

the meet,, important of. the Examiner articles is the one on James Martin- 
®&u*s Eatlonale- - of lelt&ioua Xnapiry The English Unitarian sought t® put
theolcgy on the same plane as other science#* To do so* it was necessary to 
draw i line between theology snd mythology* The materials for his. study of 
theology were the books of the Hew Testament* the traditions of the Catholic 
Chur cl.* the creeds of Protestantism* and the decisions of reason in the prov­
ince of natural religion m d  in the history of civilization* The only proof 
of tht plenary inspiration of the Hew Testament, lariine&u declared* would fee 
a sup*.m&tural audible-voice* There was no such proof*. Evidence was lacking 
to cor cede to either Catholic!3* or Protestantism, infallibility * The only 
criterion for judging true religion was reason* Careful .scholarship should 
deeid< what was Biblical* Beacon should reject what was absurd* Between 
revealed religion* or the ideas of God derived from the miraculous - events 
described in the Bible* and natural religion* or all otherwise derived ideas 
of Got, there was no opposition* The. results of Christianity in civilisation 
could mly be decided by ■ standards of permanence and universality * By such 
tests, it seemed that the result of Christianity in civilisation was such 
univer sal sentiments as the natural equality of men* not in an economic, 
political or metaphysical sense, but in the religious sense that all are 
chlldx on of one Father, and appointed to one life eternal* Bipley quarrelled

175 H i d .* m *  pp.225-254, Mov* 1836.



w ith  Msrtiae&m*® view t h a t  the Sacred w r i t e r s  were not supem&iur&lly 
in s p ir e d *  H® d e fin e d  n a tu r a l  inspiration as «Th® power of th e  soul fey 

which it g a in s  the intuitive perception of spiritual' truth,11 an inspira­
t io n  common to ' a l l  men* When perceptio n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  t r u t h  transcended 
th e  c o d in a r :/ ,  supernatural inspiration ■ occurred*

.fills we 'hall®v@ .can .bo asserted of our Saviour* without 
any limitation. Mis soul was a sea of light* All th a t  was 
human in the Son of ■ the. Virgin-,' all t h a t  belonged to his 
personality as a Jewish teacher, all that marks the second­
ary, derived, and fallible, in'the nature of man, as dis­
tinguished from the primitive, the original, the infallible, 
the divine, was swallowed up, and, as , it were, annihilated,
In the fulness of the Spirit which dwelt in him, in those 
kingly- ideas of Truth and Good, which sustain' the authority 
of the Eternal Throne.,end authenticated the man of Hamreth 
as the Son of God**

Such : aspiration is to be judged by its agreement with the primitive and 
waive* sal dictates of the absolute reason in Man* Thus it could be dl#» 
tingul-ahed from superstition and enthusiasm • The natural inspiration which 
is pec .teemed by all must sit in judgment on the supernatural inspiration 
which vS imparted to an elect few* The Apostles were super&aburelly in­
spired , but act Infallible* Their inspiration, being addressed' to the S w ttl, 

was a dgher witness than their miracles, addressed to the senses*
;:he repercussion® of that article -were n o t long in' coming* Andrews-: 

Norton, over in Cambridge, blinked, rubbed his eyes, and seised his pen* He 
wrote ;. hot letter to the Christian Be gig ter* , the editor of which was a 
friend of Bipleyrs, and forthwith got It back* Be readdressed it to •yaw 
Boston Daily Advertiser, where it informed the world that he, Andrews Norton, 
had b*»:n Biirprieed sad palnad by an article in the toaeiner. Ho* he and

176) U X * m. P«60.
177) Tte entire controversy appeared in the q^ristlan Segi&ter, Xf, P.1B2* 

Nov, 12, 1EJ6*
96S2
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to illustrate the superiority of belief fro® intuitive corroboration to 
that fro® evidence of miracles» ftoa the dead silence in the direction 
of Cambridge| one judges that Morton did not think highly enough of Rip- 
ley*® invitation to answer* Bipley followed up hie last word with the 
publication of Mseourssg m  tjfrf gMlosophy of WmlXstXm* to the preface 
Of which he took a slap at Horton* without mentioning hi® by name* Al­
though Bipley? • congregation had not recognised toe heretical basis of 
these sermons, there was no chance that Horton would tales it* But still 
no reply came fro® Cambridge.

What changed Ripley over night fro® a quiet* unobtrusive soul to & 
warriort the battle had not been of his choosing* He had not expected it* 
To Morton* warfare was a native elementf to Ripley an innovation* When 
toe skirmish was over* he was & little shaken out of hie quiet routine* 
a little jittery* perhaps a little scared* ' The nervous excitement caused 
by his first conflict set up a new wrest not easily allayed.



cm&rm xn
rm mm

In the late 1830,s* iodrews Morton* the % m »  and tee scholarly older 
group of Unitarians found that a newer and younger clique were occurring placet; 
in the » 4  lad,. these young m m  been oca tent to follow in the footsteps and 
receive the torch fron the hands of the Veterans* they would have been gladly 
welcomed. Their seniors1 heads* full of good dream# of supernatural religion 
which common sense had reduced to the Scriptural essentials* would have rest­
ed wore easily on their pillow#-* But the new arrivals threatened to overturn 
supernatural religion completely* leaving nothing but m  intangible collec­
tion of moral notions* with which the Saviour had happened to be in accord*
If the ancient authoritarian churches were prisoners of superstition* the new 
group threatened to drift aimlessly on the broad winds of enthusiasm * The 
iron theologian of Cambridge pulled tee covers up over his head to shut out 
visions which threatened his well earned slumber * Why couldn't all young 
ministers behave like Mr, Gannett,who assisted his friend Dr. Ch&nning* and
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lag in that group? Mr* Nathaniel froth in gham had bean to one of their ©©©*» 
©ion©, and had never gone again, ©ensibl© mm* Norton meant what he said, 
when he cent aspersices on the whole nTeufelsdrdekh School® • Something might 
have to be done about these people, some of these day©*

But whatever the established Unitarian©' may have thought of the younger 
group, the latter did not care* The ©kies were lifting* On all side© were 
vista© of endless possibility* As the Protestant Reformers had rejected the 
constraints of Catholicism, and the Unitarian© those of Calvin, so these youngs 
©r men were putting aside the prejudices and stricture© of their elders* their 
starting point was with Ghaming, their terminal somewhere out of sight) so cm, 
into the future*

Most of the younger group were known to ®aeh other* Ihey attended the 
same gatherings, such a© the club o f  Jonathan Phillips, in the Trsaaat louse*^ 
Upley, g*F* Peabo^r, and Brownson, and William H* Ghannlag would meet from 
time to time to discus© volume© ©f Comte*© Philosophic Positive* as it cam©' 
oui.-^0 lost of them were Unitarian minister©, .veterans of the same chu rch  

celebrations * They had hoards each o th e r  p re a ch , and had .read each others- 
articles in the same journal©* But in 18B6, the formation of th e  Transcend 
dent&l Club made them a eomseieu© group, instead of a number of brilliant, 
miscellaneous individuals.

On September afternoon, Bipley, Seersou, George Putnam and Frederic 
Henry Hedge strolled up to the Willard House from the bicentennial celebration 
of the founding of Harvard, their mutual Alma M a t e r * T h e  talk of the

W  Life, pp.55-6.
180 Octavius- Brooks Froth Ingham, Memoir; of William H# qnflftnfofr (Boston,

Houghton, Mifflin, 1886), pp*37X~4.
181 Georg© Willi© Cocke, J&. S I m # M  S&tS&Smtkkm,

the jUlal (Cleveland, The Bowfent Club, 19®2»/*1, p*17* Hereafter this ivork will
be referred to as Qooke.
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109*

On society he threw- the blame for the sins of the child bora in squalor * 
and educated la. the gutter* Curiously enough, both' Parker and ThorMAi 
went to Jail in .a ch&mcterlstie fmhitm, Thore&u for refusing to allow the 
state1s right to collect taxes, Parker' for attempting to free a fugitive 
slave.

Between these two extremes were many sim& sad shapes of indivi­
duality as • member* of. the club* iSfcereon# KLia&beth F* -Peabody, -and’ George f* 
Bradford, began ref02m with the individual* Margaret Fuller- was fledged to 
a v@iy specific reform, namely wider right® fur women* ■. Sophia Bipley, it 
sceaed to Parker, rebuked him for not shrieking at the world1 s injustices, 
and warned him of the danger of losing humanity' in abstractions* William 
Henry Ch&nning, Elcott, Brownson, felt that society, as constituted, was 
unjust*

The differences of the.-group, however^ were counterbalanced by their 
similarities* They had their starting .point in the same psychological be­
lief, They all opposed slavery, even the cOol, detached Emerson* -They .all 
Studied German diligently— except Hodge, .who knew it* Poor person,, who 
had resisted Hedge, was bullied' into taking lessons from Margaret Fuller*. 
They .all believed that Carlyle was -their .big English brother. In. 1835, Hijp* 
ley wrote Carlyle a foolish - letter, which. Emerson looked over, corrected, 
and warned Gariyle was. coming* The sage of Concord1® feelings .about this 
epistle showed a hi$2 degree of critical aoumen*

.Boston,.June X, 1835*
%  dear Sir

I am impelled- by & yearning sympathy, to raise my voice to your ear, across the wide waste of water®, over which the music 
of your soul-melody has sounded to this distant spot* I cannot



address  you a® a s tra n g e r  f a r  th #  revelations o f  y o u r m ind 
ha re  lo n g  been to  mb & source o f  th e  h ig h e s t inspiration m& 
jo y *  I have connmed w ith  y o u r s p i r i t  In  the u t te ra n c e  o f  
i t s  deep wisdom* and when I have felt th e  a ig u i l le ® nee o f  
y o u r m y s tic  sa y in g s* ®y heart hm  lea ped  up w ith  th #  response*
•T h is  unknown Baiag i s  my B r o t h e r . . . 11

th e re  was c o n s id e ra b ly  more o f  t h is *  a f t e r  w h ich  B ip le y  r e ta i le d  to  C a r ly le

th e  s te p s  in  th e  developm ent o f  h is  h e ro -w o rs h ip *

Several years since with only & prophetic sense of the 
untold treasures of German thought* 1 read your article on 
German literature in th# Edinburgh* I was then a b&be in 
this kind of knowledge* hut felt at once the strongest -{sym­
pathy with your views* the ©ares of life* and its urgent 
dmti^s* prevented me at that time, fro© studying in this de­
partment with due diligence* hut every irdiee of ̂ icCffilumCsicl on 
what X considered my morning star* was like words of en­
couragement from a mother*# lips....The magnificent article 
On Bums easts newt* X cannot tell the joy «lih which I 
hailed it, a# the rising of a new light in our dark times*
Then came S c h i l l e r 1# Life* By a happy accident?-X was th e  first 
to  d is c o v e r  I t  in a neglected c o m e r  o f  a Book-seller* s shop.***
The c a s u a l English copy w hich  had eo&c in t o  ay hands* was soon 
diffused th ro u g h  a wide c i r c le  o f  friend#**««I have no space 
'to  t e l l  you  o f  th e  e f f e c t  o f  y o u r d i f f e r e n t  Reviews* w hich  
a f t e r  sous t im e *  I le a rn e d  to  ascribe to  t h e i r  t r u e  author—
L e t  me pass them o v e r , and com® at once to  T-̂ ui'elsdrdck (j*icjj 
• *.»X regsrd it as th e  most significant in d ic a t io n  of the pre­
sent Age. I t  s i te 5 s  there* a lo n e , a huge* mysterious*'magni­
ficent Symbol o f  the Time upon which we have fallen* I t  is 
the  cry of th® Heart and th® F le s h  for the  L iv in g  God. England* 
my Brother I fellow S p i r i t  of th e  Eternal,— has for now more 
than  on® century* been hemmed in with ih« Finite* g i r t  around 
w ith  the hrasan w a lls  of Custom* Eh® has had no sans# & no 
soul ’or th® volee of the Infinite * w hich i s  sounding forth 
from t h is  v o c a l U n ive rse *  fo u r  e a r has tu rn e d  i t s e l f  to catch 
th e  Echoes* which com# from beyond th# shores of T im e . . .  189

After another carload of th #  same precious saetal* Bipley offered Carlyle
on# o f  h is  a r t i c le s *  and h is  a p o lo g ie s  f o r  th e  in t r u s io n *  Th# personal
interviews o f  th# Transcendin'tailst# w ith  their English prophet* were not
always successful* But from the enchanted transatlantic distance, they

139 George Ripley to Thomas Carlyle* June 1* 1835* A*L*S* Fi^rpont Morgan 
Library.



pictured Carlyle, seated in the center ©f an idyllic household, uttering 
oracular words of wisdom borrowed from the German# They sent dm 'their 
productions, which ho triad hard to read, and î jn Sullivan JDwi jht dedi­
cated. to him a booh*

this book was almost the first fruits of their combined /sutures* 
being Volume Three of Ripley*s select library* Specimens of Foreign Stand** 
ard literature* This collection was a series of fourteen volumes* trees- 
la ted from the French arid 0®rman, 0e©rge wrote louvers 'ZJreneî  of the 
projecti

We have plenty of true scholars, studious men* men o 
teste and skill, in the different part® of the'{felted States, 
who might do a great service to our & m  literature, by c whin­
ing to enrich it with some of the most valuable foreign products•
At present, their excellent culture, though a great food ts 
themselves, doe® litle for other®,, except indirectly, & iliey 
pass awey^githout leaving any work on the literature of their 
country*

Person suggested that someone do a life of Sekexmea, but otherwise had 
no part in the venture, except to sit off in the middle distance with Al̂ ~ 
cott, and decide that Cousin was shallow, and any eclectic no , hilosopher* 
Ripley1s chain gang included his transcendental cronies, M&rg&i et Fuller, 
Hedge, Dwight, W*H* Charming, Clarke, and the outsiders, C.C* J el ton, Samuel 
Osgood, and C*T* Brooke,1^

There was another opportunity for a united front. The Divinity School, 
hard up for a commencement speaker, in 1838, invited awersoa a;, a pinch- 
hitter# The famous address he delivered on the occasion was acthing if not

—■w w i 'i'mw— 1 i MghiHWa v.wiwaM, VifA i rut..

190 Georg. Ripley to Comrere Fr&noia, 1837. A.L.S. in B.P.L.
191, Life, p.97.
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« traagooadkmtftX îroduot* Standing feoforo tbo Graduating da**, mad ««0| 
a# «#l#ry> b# odvooatod nothing lo»* % h m  tJsat ib# aspiring Mala tor* lo o k  

into ibmir mnl®t forgot th*ir *»4 eoa*i§» lo*m#d glrln*# Id
•blifida. km&Tmm iortoa »oy roil fe#r« doubted th# t̂ oiiooiiy of hit 
*»texit#lndl ##.*•♦ 0ort&is • tot* non to &mt4 b«r# oXijifMNt by a®-*
nofciê ii

ffeo iftMUdn of tfeo m&raX •oatlcsoot i« m iaaigbt #f 
ib® porfootiog of tb# low .of W*o idoltM*.

•♦•ffc# •#*& Mraol#, ** by ©tiriniift®, efeisrobogf
giv*# a £«X## lmyrotsioof it 1» wmottJN It ii sot oao #itti
tb# blowing eior#r «ad ib* falling rsia**..

Tbo j»r*y#ro #&4 ov«& tb® 4&gmm of ©or ofcurotk or# Ills :#
tit# w»41## of B#nd«r*h mad th® ••tyoaooiool mm'&mmte of th#
Hindoo#, irboXXy fro» imy thing now ostftat in lb#
Ilf# ssni bools#®o of tfe# p#opl#*

Hoo&t#*# to gay, thora #*r# royorwMMPiotwu Rsmry far#, 4r#, F ^ g rm iC n ily

ooaoidorod it M o  duty t# preach • m r m m  la r«!mtt*l* 1# «#ai SK*r«ai
* «®fgr, oast a lotto? of axj&anobtoo* flur $•?••&« la ©bay*# of •♦oaring
*p*-ok#r«, to js&k# ao »l«t«ko* arrsagod for indr### Horton to giro ife#
itAtfvog* tfe# following yoor, wbtofe h# did. fh# j&iltpplo wbieb bo go**
potted for fcb* oeo*#tMi m>n ftiaod diroctly at ftMtrMi #»4 M #  oobortoi lit

o&& b# JwSgad fro* it* titl.%, fhf liSMSS ?or*: M  Z l £ M a M M »  ior-
tom m s  nothing If sot thorough* ?h® purf)®## of bin .oddr®oo ■•## to rofvt®
III# obel* l&MtltJLo® oehool, not only th# tronooofig #&tali#to, hot aloo
tbo Homoa# book of lb***# Hi# t»b##i* om, *fb#r# o#& b* no lotoitioa,
at dimat ^#:re«ptl©af of th# truth of Christianity, no »*1̂ -afey®l«®X192
e#rUi»iy.« Tho bordoa o f ' *.ro©£ for tb« dirin# origin of Chrie- 
iioiftity f»ll oa tb# of Chrlot, r#eord#d la lb# a## T##tio6#at*
fo dowy tbl« rlov, w s  tk# of l®..f.U#lity* B# %hm ytibll#fe#H

192 Eo-®r«©a# SSx jSM uu# 1» P#* 117—151*
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hi# speech, and l e f t  th #  trftaBe«nd«ntftll»tn to bury their de&d.

IwriifB' s e re n e ly  ig n o re d  th #  whole u p ro a r ,  sad c o n tin u e d , in  p u b lie

and private, to say *a»y mre of the same things* But his friends lost no
t in e  in  c lim b in g  on S o rton * $ w#H*»elawed book and d ig g in g  in t h e i r  f in g e r

n a i l s ,  James Freeman C la rk e  and tichard H i ld r e th  up he ld  Emerson's v ie w .

Biploy was th e  most h ig h ly  v e rb a l*  fie w ro te  a pamphlet s a ile d  "Thy L a te s t

torn at Infl<HU%Y*. SxMBlnrrt. A hrtlrr to Mr. Andrew* Norton. pacftslonga by
h i *  E l a c o a r * *  b e f o r e  t h f  A » goel%fc.y>a_ o f  t M . M v z m i -  of....t,il»:: C w V r l j j K *  T f c w o l o -

191slcal 8ehqol_an,...t,hg 19th. of ivXr. X939. by an. Sluamus of that School.
In i t  he to o k  Borton s e v e re ly  to  task for his bad manner#, bad th e o lo g y , 

and unacripturkl v iew ® , fie a ls o  defended fipinosa a g a in s t th e  eh&rg* o f  

b e in g  an atheist. In a d e fin e #  of Be Wetie ho s e t  B o rto n  right on sms® 
m in o r p o in ts  of iron sis ting Gwmeru The sobs tan oe of his rem ark# was th a t  

Horton e rre d  in  taste in attempting to impose a r t i c le s  o f  faith on the alussnl 
af a liberal institution| that as few  had rea d  Bfinose o r  fin** on m ira c le s , 

th e  discourse was n o t pertinent| t h a t  siraales «&» no criterion a f  the sound- 

ness o f  Christ1s deetrines f o r  th e  fo l lo w in g  reeso&ss t h a t  some a re  encum- 

bered w ith  h is t o r ic a l  doubts$ tb«t th e  Jew® and early fa th e r s  discounted 
miracles, w hich c o u ld  fee worked by devil#$ that th e re  -n»r« genuine meaeen- 
g a rs  f ro * .  Cod who worked no s ir & c le s .  fie feared th a t  j fo r to u f s vie* on m ira ­

c le s  as th #  sole prop o f  Christianity would tu rn  Christianity over to  the 
antiquarian#, would rob i t  of I t s  general appeal, sad would *ak© v a in  the 
faith o f  those  who were Chrialiens because th e  d o c tr in e s  appealed to t h e i r  

souls. To ask* the job really couplet*, Ripley enforced son# of hi# points

193 Andrews lor ton, The £at<-st Fora of lafidvlltar (Cambridge, J, Ow#n, 1S39). 
191 (Boston, James Eturroe A Co., 1839 ).



llH.
with quotations from Horton himself, from Channlng, and from Henry Ware *
Jr.

Horton was hack In the fray in no time at all* with *A Defence of ’The 
latebt form of Infidelity}11 and George countered with "Defence of ’The Latest 
Horn of Infidelity** Examined, a Second letter to Mr. Andrews Horton.^ 5

immin* .ml  — **— wmhui n f  JnHil l w* «Mw» ««NM» mmmHtmmrnmmmm

Under prodding from Horton* he shed the alias* and signed the pamphlet hy 
hie own name, the controversy had now he come very learned* and was fought 
out on a hasie of philology* translation* definition* on the question of 
Spinosa's religious views. Begrettlng that Horton had taken the controversy 
away from the people and given it to the scholars* he corrected his former 
professor’s Latin. Horton’s steel cold intellect had made it no easy matter 
for George to establish Spinosa’s freedom from atheism. Parker* disappointed 
at the trend events had taken* decided to do some writing himself. Horton 
failed to answer the second letter* so George put out a third letter* elearing 
Sohleierancher from any stigma of irreligicn,*96 an& eslled it a day. Parker* 
who still wished to say a few words* entered the subsiding hattie under the 
name of Lewi Blodgett. It Is interesting to note that none of the Infidels 
concerned had ever denied that Christ worked miracles. Emerson occupied the 
extreme position; he did not care. But Bipley* like his heloved Schleiermacher* 
fully believed that the wonders had taken place. His position was that they 
were not th© sole evidence for the Christian religion.

This controversy with Horton was a continuance of the earlier skirmish. 
There was this difference— that Bipley had sought it. The clash in IS36 had

195 (Boston* James Munroe & Co.* ISUo).
196 Bipley* George* “Defence of ’The Latest form of Infidelity”* Examined* a 

Third Letter to Andrews Horton* (Boston* Barnes Munroe A Oo., lHhl). ~



a long may to dejBoliahing Kiplogr1* aleo* warn shell of i&offeaatre 
obecurity. Th® eont&et withthe other fciaaaeondeatalista had stroogttMMMMi 
MMm w m r l ® % l m $  and given him the eeahe that he had comrades In arms, Froa' 
the eotion wrapping of the caaforiabX© routine of the furchaae Street €hareh? 
he emerged to attend to the arch~fee of. graaa««ixdaatalis»* Saeitement had 
eeplaetiL cautloa, and. Btplay m a  ̂ ripe for new ideas and new eesiterei#""



it m s  possible to find in one group outside the French A©adeaay. Iverson, 
Bipley, Clarke, Cranch, Parker, Francis, Bartol, W, H. Channing, and 
Bradford had been through the rigors of the Cambridge Divinity School * 
Orestes Brownsen m s  a metaphysician of no mean ability, Alcott had 
long since lost hiaself In the blue reaches of Platonic thought. Margaret 
Fuller m s  ■ herself s liberal education. Th© book store which Elizabeth 
Peabody" opened in - lilO wak no better itOeked'''ttefof her own head. It 
m s  inevitable that the group should talk aaong themselves, of how nice 
it would be if they had a periodical of their own, in. which to display 
their pearls before the Boston public • The remarkable thing m s  that 
such a group of prims donnas ever got past the wistful stage into the 
active*



n?*

As. usual, th® first word of ©meouragem©nt* one# th® project was 
talked of, cam® from Dr. Chancing 49$ Even before th® Tr anscendemt&l 
Club had become an idea in th® minds of Wmmrmn and Hedge, ther® had been
talk of a magasin®, to b® called Th® franaeendentall&t. in which th®
elect would discuss philosophy. Channlng m s  quit# excited about th® 
idea and Emerson wrote Carlyle of th# interest th® great Unitarian had 
shorn* Scon Bipley and th® other members of th® group were urging- 
Carlyl© to com®, with his wife, to this side of th® Atlantic, dispense 
sweet reasonableness to his brothers of th® spirit, and help edit the 
orsclcl^® Cmriyl© never cam®, and th® topi© temporarily dropped out of 
sight*

In 1839 th® project revived* Alcott had been very much taken with 
the whole idea, and urged on his friends, sow a semi-cokesive group, th®
idea of a philosophical journal* By comparison with th© magasis® of
th® future, h© found those already is publication weak and inept* Th© 
W m m X m r  h© called "timid and conservative, •* while Browmson*® Boston 
quarterly Be view, although •the best journal now current os this side of 
th® Atlantic,..*falls far below th® idea of the best minds among us**&99 
Th® club met at.Bart#!1# on® day in early Sepbember?0O to discuss th© 
matter* H&rgaret Fuller took over the conduct of the afternoon, and 
■ laid down a few principles of wh&t a magasin® should be, and how it 
should b© run. Alcott suggested that th® journal b© called Th© Dial* 
which was the name of his diary, and the suggestion was as gravely 
received as offered?®1 Bipley was very hopeful about th® matt©rj Parker,

S3Sfe&» I# bp*56*7*
*8$ M m  If B.57*
199 I old*, X, p *j,9 *
200) Xoid*, X* p*43*
201) X :dd«, X, p.59*



frankly bored* He had no doubts that the journal would see the light
of d&y~~Evers-cm, Hedge# and Margaret Fuller were east-potent to the job
by thesis© 1 v©s— *but the conversation was not on the abstract plane he
preferred# After the meeting, Brovascm hopefully went from one
tranacendent&list to another, to see if he could channel their effort into

202his already existing journal, which was gasping for just such talent# 
f he inner council-— Alcott, Baer son, and Margaret Fuller-— went into a huddle 
over the suggestion, and came out shaking their heads* Brownson*& 
dogma ti»was too much of an obstacle, and his political relations even 
more so# With this verdict, even Hipley, perhaps Brownson* a closest 
friend in the group, agreed# While he admired the high idealism of the 
man, he considered the political parties nothing more nor less than "low 
activities*»

H®raud*3 Monthly Magmsiac was coming out in London at the time, and' the 
transcendental!sis thought as highly of it as it did of them, which was 
very hlgi% for it greeted the works of Stoereea and Alcott with cries of 
joy# (By some slip, it attributed Mature to the latter*) The English 
journal angled for writings by some of the Boston writers, .including 
Dwight and Margaret Fuller, but the matter went no further, Alcott and 
Ripley had an agreeable talk on the matter# Ripley spoke the praises of 
the English j o u r n a l a n d  fell to wishing that they could have one like 
it on this side of the Atlantic* Alcott, with all his eagerness on the 
subjeet, was having throes of doubt# He saw but few contributors,, and

X^/.XtklUV 1 ■■‘A ^ y w r T ^ T " * * " " " ' * * '^ "  * mu ■mm «r»i*n urn « m

20< itaa., X( p.59.



these were not all free fro® the influences of the past* Bat, he decided,
each a journal they must have, 9for the soul which awaits its scribes."

Emerson* s prophetic soul warned him of trouble ahead. He had no
- desire to be the editor of anything, and felt the course of circumstances
dead set against him* He pleaded with Margaret on the subject* He would
send his poems and articles, but would do no more. This was positively
his last word on the subject* Unless she or Ripley undertook the work,

204or unless William H* Changing ©aa# back, there would be no Dial*
Margaret, soothing Emerson with kind words, interviewed Ripley, who

205promised to undertake the business arrangements. Then everybo<^r con­
cerned began to total up the number of possible contributors. Emerson1© 
score was twenty, including his private forces of William Ellery Shamming, 
the Sturgis sisters, Thomas T* Stone, who was a friend of Hodge, and 
Elizabeth Hoax. The more exacting Alcott saw only elm besides himselff
Imersea, Hedge, Margaret Fuller, Ripley, William Henry Chancing, ©wight,

softand Gierke. ' ' His mathematics left out George Bancroft and Parker*
There may.have been something personal in the latter ©mission, for Barker,
according to Eaerson, In a debate-had wound himself around the Connecticut
dreamer like an anaconda until one could hear the bones crush
Margaret Fuller, abetted by Ripley and-John Sullivan Dwight, of whom
Emerson thought highly, talked the sage of Concord into agreeing to give

203"active assistance for a year." Improvident ly, Emerson did not think
«. i 'I iii hit irii m n tn r 'ii nnmlir— i n n r r r i i i i  mm201 Inwrapn Letters* II. p*35* 'Ralph Waldo Emerson to Margaret Fuller, October 16, 1339*

'305- [bid*o II* p. 230, Ralph W a ld o  Emerson t o  Elisabeth Hoar, H o t *  4, 1339 • 
206 Jooke. I*p3s.
200 )dell Shepard, pedlar1 s Progress* j?p«cit*. p* 24.
204i looke*i-4), 60 .
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Hedge as with hidf?’® For businessi arr&ngnista, ha- rolled on Ripley, 
which was not* perhaps, the most astute course, and for material,on 
Dwigj tf Parker, Samuel Gray Ward, Thoreau, Caroline Sturgis, Sarah 
ClArl.e, Ellery Charming, fhomes Stone, in the order named*

Another trial was in ©tore for Beer sen* The publishers and Ripley 
deal* ed that the Dial m e t  hare an introduction, - Emerson thought the 
idea a poor one. However, after Ripley tried hi® hand at on® and 
Margi ret had dene the same without satisfaction, the final beating of the 
drum* was left up to Emerson* le submitted several drafts for the 
others* approval, with the suggestion that they were, perhaps, too fierce* 
Ripl< ;r sent back word, through Margaret, that they were insufficiently

oilsor***- Margaret, caught between the mi listen* eventually sided with 
Emerrom, and hurried out to Concord With contribution® for him to pees upon, 
which made the sage very unhappy, as he had been "under the illusion that 
he m  -,9 only a contributor*.

towards the end of April, greatly to his perplexity, Person 
received Alcott1® contribution of a number of gnomic utterances, separated 
by titles and Roman numerals, and mailed *Grphie Sayings* ■ Emerson 
pascei them on to Margaret Fuller, saying *They are better than I feared**
He aleo had an article by Thor ©an, called "Perdue Aulua Flaecuc,”
which he recommended for the first number* This caused complication*,, 
as wfcon .Ripley sent the author the proof, the spirit did not inspire
Thor® in to read it, so it went in full of blemishes and spot®. Ripley,
in alL probability, wrote the prospectus which announced to the world 
the purposes of the Mai*

210 ^ r Rrm Letters* IX, pp*270-3* Ralph % M o  Emerson to Margaret fuller, 
imr* 30, 1B4G.

213 tetter a. II, pp*2A0~X* Margaret Fuller to Ralph. Waldo B*«rsoa,
April, 1840.



The purpose of this work is to furniah & medium for the 
freest expression of thought on the questions which interest 
earnest minds in ©very community* the pages of this journal 
will be filled by contributors who possess little in common 
but the love of individual freedom, and the hope of social 
progress| and who are united by empathy of spirit, net by 
agreement in speculation; whose faith is in Divine Providence, 
rather than in human prescription, and who trust the living 
soul more than the dead letter* It will endeavor to promote 
the constant evolution of truth# not the petrification of 
opinion***In literature it will strive to exercise a just and 
catholic criticise, and to recognise every sincere production 
of genius; in philosophy it will attempt the reconciliation 
of the universal instincts of humanity with the largest con­
clusions of reason; and in religion it will reverently seek to 
discover the presence of God in nature, in history, and in the 
soul of man.

Ripley, the official business mind, stood over Weeks Jordan, arranging 
for the free copies of the contributors. He came off second best, as 
he only got twelve for all the writers to divide. Margaret bore the 
brunt of the h<savy work, although she was ill, and her head ached so that 
at times she could scarcely see the proof.

In July, the Dial made its long awaited appearance* The list of 
writers, considered in the light of their later careers, was brilliants 
Emerson, Margaret Fuller, Thoreau, Parker, Dwight, Ripley, Alcott, the 
Sturgis sisters, Cranch* Alcott*s •Orphic Sayings* eaffesed some mirth 
among the ualniti&te* Actually some of them were highly interesting, 
although they gave the impression of being a number of texts for the day 
strung together without the sermons. Some of them bogged down completely#

2lS bo#j#7' ~ : 6 8 ~



123.

the Actual and Ideal
The actual and ideal are twin® of one ©other, Reality, 

who, failing to incarnate her conception* in time, meanwhile 
contents herself with admiring in each the complement of the 
other, herself integrant of both, Always are the divine 
Gemini interfiled* Pan and Psyche, man and woman, the soul 
and nature* J

The leading article was Thomas T, Stone1s "Man in the %e*>* which
Emerson considered a high statement, although a trifle long and marred
by occasional carelessness. As the manuscript was very long and closely

214
written, he declined to correct it, but sent it in as it was*
Margaret Fuller filled in all the gaps herself, which gave her consider­
able writing to do, as the unpaid contributors did not flock around in 
large quantities, Emerson went through his treasures, and sent in poems 
of hi® first wife, Ellen Louisa Tucker, and of his two dead brothers, 
Charles and Edward, la the poetry department, the open championship 
©up went uncontested to the sage, for his now famous poem "The Problem." 
Ellen Sturgis Hooper9s sis: lines with a© title deserved honorable 
mention. This little work had various characteristics of the transcen­
dental poem stamped all over it. It was a frosty little piece of Hew 
England, with' considerable austere- ©ham. It had no pretense®, still 
less artificial prettiness. It was on a general subject, with a strong 
moral. Perhaps it was less complex than the usual transcendental work.

I slept and dreamed that Life was Beauty:
I woke and found that Life was Duty*
Was thy dream then a shadowy list 
Toil on, sad heart, courageously.
And thou shalt find thy dream to bew ~
A noonday light and truth to thee.

213 The Dial. I, p, 98, July, 1*40.
214 Emerson Letters-, II, p. 303* Ralph Waldo Emerson to Margaret Fuller, 

June 7, 1840*
215 lbs Mel, i> p. Tit 1840,
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T h o r©  mt% m#lXam9 feQsfeyt  a n d  i i^ c lo u s  a b o u t  t h #  to m iu K ro n d a o tA X

w m ® +  $®hn  . S u l l i v a n  D n ig fh t  m »  a o r o i y  myzpnmm%r*g t h #  o f  bin

poor* rtson I© M4B ho oonstsrodt tmnr^mn for dowtlng too siuoh thought 
t o  bm %%y o f  f o r a |  a n d  %h«m b e  c o n f id e d  t o  M e  j o u r n a l  t h a t

fowap an ms the pmt»n Oafortumtoly for the atupXfty of
tar#,iUM atuleot&I rorm, ^ o h y m  did sot fesfi a aopporbltiig oo«te
of ur' aeraally high quality* EXl®ry Chaining a»v«r justified hie 
r#;#ub lion for goal no | Thoro&u b&d been adding Was^sworth t o  tomt «ff*ct» 
and y» ug*t S*«su©X Xra$’ tfer4 -took, the leather ®wc!«l with tils *3bag«* Th#
g u ife j* ' % o f  IF fe o rm u * a pom, mi® & y o u n g  s s a ,  prdb^thiy f i c t i t i o u s  $ # b o  h a d

a Xof T aor&i eh

I s e o ?  t a g  t o  tfc® poom§ tfc o  b o y  d i e d  b a f o r #  t h o r s a u  h a d  *a b tb lt# fc *# d i & f i r *  

«qm: ttt&acashlp with hiM§ p#rtepst# fortune t# for tfe# P.I&X*

HiyXer ■ Has in t w  with tli# philosophy of the group# II# pmX soeI Bro#r^o«, 
* .#  a  . c h o l& r  «foo d i d  s o t  # r ,U i#  l i t e r s ,  s n r o  am o p p o r t m i t y  f o r  e l e g a n t

«tpr» -«io% but % ©  #fc inntvtnent to help th@ solution of problems 9 tfef 
h&tmk and. agitato th# 9&ul»N Thi* principle i><».ios bmi aa&Utoatod 

In hi writings in ih# j&aaaiiftKg.» ?dpl#y further applsudod th# otti@r 
writ#: ' for tola opposition of the posmXvr doctrine of ogpodloney a# th<» 
b a m i#  o f  M r a l & 9 i n s t e a d  o f  the a b s o l u t e  1 d m  o f  r i g h t .  I s

l a t e l y  a l a s  X k n ew  a. g e n t l e  b o y *
W h o m  f e a t u r e s  ^ 1 1  w ® r#  © s t  i n  f l r t u * 1 s etmXa, 
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a happy balance between the exclusive principles of materialism and 
spiritualism# He regarded both spirit and matter as holy in its 
nature , and earth having the same essential sanctity as heaven* In 
the pci at j the principles of spiritualism and materialism had warred 
against each other* Neither exclusive principle was tenable* Neither 
might on# dispense with all religious instruction, as men could not 
contii:a® in a state of anarchy* Hence, a new church, which recognized 
the claims of matter and spirit, was necessary* The results of such a 
churcl, which recognised the deathless nature of man, would be the end 
of slavery and of war, the universality of education and of elvH 
freedom* Industry would become holy, and the cultivation of the earth, 
the worship of 0od* In QiarlesKlwood Ripley saw the beet of Brown son* s 
writings* The thesis of the book was that "They who deny to nan all 
inherent truth, pise# man out of the condition of ever knowing anything 
of Goci,* for there must be a God within to recognise the God speaking 
from without*.

lost of the contributors- to the Dial were unknown, and very reticent'
about signing their work besides* Some used their initials, some did
not* The poetry was supplied from a private portfolio of Hargarat
Fuller, and the privacy enforced was such that George and Sophia, who
helped the editor sort the poems, agreed not to know the names of the
writers, and would not enlighten John Sullivan Dwight on the authorship

21aof a poem which he admired* This attitude toward publicity was, 
perhaps, one reason why the public was distinctly unimpressed, and 
subscribers did not flock in droves*

ZM. Sophia Eiplsy to ld!m ©ulliv&n Dwight, Aug* 1, 1B4G# A*L*8» in B*F*&*,
Lwlght Collection*
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Theodore Parker, when he went after the scalp of some prominent Unitarian* 
The must offensively successful of these was l*Th© HoHl® Street Council." 
The reverend feed of lent standing between Reverend John. Flerpont^ and hi# 
congm:|atlon had come to a head** for some time the Hollis Street John 
the Baptist bad denounced hi# flock to their face# for their sins, 
particularly for the making and selling of liquor* A list of charges 
was brought against him, including #ueh - ominous items a s 'vesting his 
time ii the writing of poems and books5 hi© hymns for pious occasions* 
The case was referred to a council, of which the Reverend Kara Stile# 
Gannett was one. The case was particularly ticklish, as the pastor was 
obviously guiltless of anything hut vehemence, and the congregation was 
frothi jg at tii© mouth* The council, after due deliberation, turned in a 
verdict which said In effect that the Reverend Mr# Pierpont was innocent 
as charged, hut for toatever he had been doing he should be reproved, so 
please stop It* Parker*s article came out, and the Reverend Mr* Gannett 
could uirdly believe his eyes to read that he was an ally of the rum 
interest#, not to speak of a derelict f® m the path® of Christian duty*
Be was highly incensed, and the Dial sold well for ©change*

Ripley* s further contributions to the Dial were »A Letter to a 
Theological Student,** and several reviews* The letter cautioned 
aspire its to the ministry against certain very specific and subtle 
form of fear* One was the mental suicide of looking to study to support 
dying opinions, rather than to attain the truth* The other was socialt 
the young minister would be well aware that both the liberal and orthodox 
clergy never overlooked or forgave any wandering from the straight and
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divine and human minds, or Christianity stood in the same relation to 
natural religion as Samaria to Judah* Hone©, on those premises, the only 
possibility of saving Christianity mas to declare that the highest 
expression of the human mind, and the voice which spoke in Galilee were 
the m> m* This statement, Ripley made* His difference with Palmer was 
for' supposing that Christianity and the popular religion of society were 
one*

I © also differed with palmer* s economic program, and his answer was 
in keeping with the creed of his circle of friends* The arrangement of 
society, Ripley held, would solve no problem, as long as the social ideas 
remali #4 the same* Abolish money, and men will covet apples* 1st ingenuity 
devise atiat methods it may, greed would- find some means of operation* HThe 
heart aust be set right*11 Georg©*s sublime optimism never questioned that 
men would follow the highest when they saw it* Ideas cam© first, and 
then cations* The early Christians were' impelled by the strength of their 
sympathy with their brothers in Christ to bring offerings to a common 
treasury, from which the wants of the impoverished were supplied* They 
did net feast while their fellows were hungry! they indulged in no 
extravagances while their brothers were destitute and suffering* they 
acted in accordance with the Christian idea, which »is not yet carried 
out ir any Christian institution•» Georg© was not opposed to a new order 
of society, but it must b© based on ideals of which everyone was con­
vinced , and not on laws whose force was fro® without* But what about 
those who will have nothing to do with Christian or any other altruistic 
ideali? George never answered that question* It is interesting that this 
revier was written as he was planning to put into practice his ideals of 
Christian society*
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things* gradually forming her own ideal, which, like that represented 
In the sculptured figures of old Persian sovereigns, should chveringly 
and pr itectinglj hover over her **1 Society should be her relaxation, but 
not her* home,-: ierP highest isogirv' Should be herlenely ones* in beautiful r 
and graceful forms she should see .revelations of divine beauty* In marriage 
“her om individuality should be as precious as. hi a love#® Friendship 
throve a -genial atmosphere about her path, but she must always walk alone* 
With. ire cry that woman1© place was in the heaps,. Sophia had no quarrel*
The si©re retired circle of the home called for as much self-discipline 
as public life# let one «ennoble household order by seeing the relation­
ship between it and the law which keeps the planets in their courses*®
With courage, woman should gamgm the strength of coming suffering, that 
Che might be prepared to- meet it* T̂hought should be her atmosphere, 
books ©r food, friends her’occasional solace*® The article concluded 
with t m rhetorical question, «X© this the ideal of & perfect woman, and 
I X  b o ,  hear does it differ- from a .perfect man!*

Sophia was almost naive in hmr refutation of all talk of adjusting 
a wholo sex to a sphere, and then in not only accepting that sphere, 
but in offering a character pattern to be followed in the acceptance*
Unlike Margaret Fuller, she wa© .no legalist. She had little concern for = 
safeguards, for means, for specific grievances-* From Emerson, whom she 
greatly admired, she borrowed her stoical ideal, and many of the ac­
companying ideas* Her attitude in this article seemed to be one of comp!1 te 
self-dependence, and disregard of circumstances• Yet Theodore Parker 
found icr a more vehement reformer than himself* Apparently Sophia1© 
articl t was written on the principle of popular nineteenth century guide



Ida*

books os behavior* 'iton a condition Is given, this is tow to bsbav©# Th© 
condition itself is not discussed* It was when she focused her attention 
on a condition that Sophia rebuked Theodore Parker for lack of seal*

'.he article on HPainiing and Sculpture*1 was even nor© incoherent,
223more r .dneralised, and more full, of Emersonian echoes than "Woman •”

Also, the subject has less universal interest* Sophia viewed sculpture 
as a-summation of all the art which had gone .before* as philosophy is 
of. writing* whatever she may have meant by that*, painting she considered 
fragmentary. The abstractions* clear perhaps in her own mind* became dim 
and f naless in her expression, mowing perfectly well what she meant* 
she did not sufficiently sketch it to the reader, leaving him snarling and 
resentful, while the brilliant and flickering tail light of an idea 
gleamc d ahead through the pages.

*■ he third article, MA Letter from 2oar*fl resurrected the travels of 
1838, when she and George were in Ohio, on a missionary tour for the 
American Unitarian Association. The description of their experience was 
vivid, crisp, informative* Sophia would have been a good reporter for 
some r raarasndeatal Bally Bulletin. The visit to the little religious 
common 1ties was set down play by play* The habits of the neat, cheerful, 
thriftj community being unfamiliar to her* there were none of the dread­
ful lacuna* of transitions, vfeicli make her other articles hard reading.
She ar d George had been much impressed with the business-like fashion 
with vhieh the community was run* and with the candor, cheerfulness and 
faith which they encountered. The head of it* Baumler* was a shrewd 
business man* but nothing of a philanthropist, to the disappointment of 
the Rlplayi* He kept himself carefully apart from his community, and was 
treated with great respect by the industrious, frugal people. Sophia
►   . i n*<««•...» .»i. -i » i . i xnniw.'

223, The Dial, II, pp.78.ffiJulŷ LBll.*



decii ©d a g a in s t the communism of the p la c e , remarking that many young 

people had left the s e c u r i t y  of community l i f e  f o r  th e  p le a s u re s  o f  

priwfce p ro p e r ty  and fa rm s of t h e i r  -own*

The last official business w h ich  Kipiey a tte m p te d  for th e  ’Dial was to 
try to disentangle it from the affairs of the  bankrupt f irm , of Weeks,
Jorda it Co*, its publishers* There was for a moment fear th a t  not o n ly  

would they lo s e  th e  subscription list, b u t th e  v e ry  name, Dial* The 
publishers were unwilling to proceed w ith  any further printing, unless 
the bills were contracted in the name of Saerson, th e  most solvent member 
of tiu editorial staff.' Margaret Fuller was unquestionably impecunious, 
and Ripley had, by that time, removed from Boston to Brook Farm*. Before
the af fair was settled, not only Emerson, Kipiey, Essrgaret F u l le r ,  Messrs..
Jordan and Weeks had been involved in th e  matter, but even Mr.. H i l l i a r d ,

man of law of Concord.
224 E 'lerson Letters.I I  ♦ pp.45-7-8 , George Kipiey to  R a lph  Waldo Emerson*
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fhe first few month* of 1840 found georg© and Sophia Ripley filling 
the rule of any carbon ©spy of a well-inhered ■ Boston minister and his wife*
0*©s$* mas liked by his society, and the other ministers thought well enough 
of him to sashmacs pulpits readily* Sophia had many friends among the con­
gregation; her wit* ©curtesy, and distinction of manner tftade her a welcome 
addition to social ©coseions* She gives a pleasant picture of their life 
at the time In a letter to John Sullivan Dwight on February if, 1840*

Her ©pemlng description of herself is hardly dignified* On m sudden 
impulse, she went out into the snow, because she remembered little Frankie 
Dana*s prattle connect lug snow and §©d. Her reverie was out short abruptly 
when she slid on the sidewalk, and fell flat, fortunately where no one could 
see* She went home and stayed there with her injuries, reading Balsa©.
Poor Seorg© also had his woes* fhe ©old weather crept into his hones, end 
he sat by the fire, very rheumatic, and trying to convince Sophia that there

pp«was nothing disagreeable about growing old* ' He received scant sympathy 
from his spouse, who told Dwight that she

was strictly a manner of speaking, as he was thirty-seven at the 
time. In his letter® thirty years later, he makes very much the same 
observations*
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... Passed the day on one aide of the fireplace sneering, 8. on the other groaning,-“-and not having sufficient musical ear to harmo­nise these expressions of suffering, the discord was horrible.
Having exhausted the topic of their complaining hones, Sophia sketched

the events of the week for Dwight. Marianne Bipley was visiting the®, and,
at the moment, reading Dwight1 s sermon. On Wednesday, February 15, they had
all gone to Margaret filler1s conversation, which was so crowded that it
turned into a lecture.This Margaret did very well, “though by no means doing
justice to herself. * the same evening, they went to Baerson*s lecture on
education, “which, though much better than anyone else could have done, was
only the lees of his best things. * Baerson is tired, the life is departing
from the series, and she is glad they are drawing to a oloae. Christopher
Fearse Cranch spent one evening with them, and expressed on the piano the
melancholy feelings aroused by the absence of dohn Sullivan Dwight. There
are mentions of Boston social occasions? a large party at the Wat arsons,
and a reception at Dr. Chancing* s. On Sunday, Feb. 19, Ceorge went off to

227Dorchester, to exchange pulpits with Bev. Mr. Hall.
These appearances of placid, genial surfaces belied both Blpleys. Sor»hia*s

social brilliance had a shell-like fuality. Margaret fuller complained of not
228being able to establish understanding with the real Sophia, yet Margaret

and the Blpleys were friends, and she gave a course of conversations at their
house, deorglana Bruce, a young English woman of the crowded Brook Farm
years, filled her reminiscences with complaints about Sophia* s lack of warmth 

229and sympathy. Amelia Bussell, one of Sophia* s friends of long standing,

226 Sophia Bipley to John Sullivan Dwight, A. I. S. in B, P. 1.
237 Ibid.
228Margaret Fuller to Balfh Waldo Haerson, Oct.1840. A.L.S. in B.P.L.
229Georgian*. Bruce Kirby, Years of Experience (lew York, 8. F. Putnam, 1887)
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rmmtimr* her intelligence, hmr wit, amd her devotion to duty# fhar# nay 
have been plenty of caviar la Sophia* s character, but ther# « u  simply no 
sugar.

Per a brill iant aoMvareatlomallet, she was In some way* Inarticulate*
Hi# was a attifal mystic, but guarded her moments of illumination with reserve,
except from the very few. hereon,, who wee a# eool end fftirnd at herself,
m e  oeoaeioimlly the realptaxit of her account of a moment of revelation, or of
dimay. Her cousin, Math Charlotte Item*, shared with her, many year* later*
the fervors of a new faith* To John Millvan ©wight eh# sometimes partially
revealed her mind. Parker m e  an admired friend, but he remembered her as a
tea 1*1 reformer. We wrote in hi* Journal*

Mr#, liptey gave me * taoit rebuke for mot shrieking at 
wrongs, end spoke of the damgsr of losing our humanity in 
abstractions. 230

There were few mho understood that she wee a poet. !Ser tuallty of reeding
the umssea Into the seen, ©o«t Into natural memory, eh# shared with Imereon.
She had also the mmm Ideal a* that of the sage,— a practicing stoicism.
There m e  * stern quality in her nature, which m e  locking in that of her
husband, the genial* erpvessive pastor of the Perch**# Street Church.

That gem lei and expressive person had fiver reserves than Sophie, end
possibly the b##t disposition In the Transcendental Club. He m *  the closest

P31friend that storey ©rente* Mrovmenn. tied in Pew laglaAd* or that fheodore 
Parker had anywhere. He was always cm good iew**s with Hedge, who Inter in 
1046 vhea other Transcendental friend* fell away and the sky was coming down 
in lame piece# for Bipley, sent a contribution to the Harbinger,. * paper

230 ttf9‘ »>•111 •

Toun#: Im m  Heok.r, In B.w TorSc, wa* a alos. friend «f Urownemj.
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and secon&lies. He found himself in the position of pouring the dead word,
into dead ears* Conversation had life? one spoke without feer of cries of
heresy- One spoke a® an equal, not a® a petty pop®, cutting arbitrary pat­
tern® of theology into- Bind® of dough. But -the Purchase Street pulpit was 
another matter$ it was formal and cold. Under the condition*, he questioned
the institution of the ministry.

It wee not that he had lost his belief in Gk»&{ his faith, was unfailing, 
anerson and Alcott seemed to hare banished God to some world of abstraction, 
where He became as unconscious intelligence, a benevolent source ofenergy, 
an infinite acral force, an Infinite Icing of whom men*s minds are finite 
particles. He found mo re accord with Browneon*® view, as erpreesed in 
Charles Hweod. the universe and Its maker were separate, according to 
Brown,son, who offered an ingenious theory of creation, with which Bipley 
was mightily taken, the universe m m  a volition of Sod, Just a® a man1®
Will to raise hi® arm is a volition of that men. the men and his Intention 
are separate! in the same way the universe and Sod differ, although the uni-

. 0J13verse is «* dependent on God as the volition is on the man.""
We, Bipley had not lest faith. -He and. Parker and others of the transcenden­

tal group had enough of it to send them into strange places, with stranger 
company. One such occasion was the convention of the Millerltes ana Gone- 
outers at Groton, in August, 1140.234 Bipley and Parker walked to Concord,

George Bipley, "Oreste® A. Brovnsen1® Writings • t'~® Bjal, 1, pp. 25-48,
JUly, 1840. fhere were flaws in this argument. 'Ba© universe, if compared 
■ to the arm which the man had raised by an act of volition, instead .ef to ' 
the volition itself, would be part of m fine, pantheistic cyst cm* But 
Bipley cited the argument without criticism, which meant, with ascent* 
mm Bipley always stated hi® differences* As Brownson received Bipley1® 
applause for his writings, it is legitimate to Judge that th#y were in 
accord in regard to the dualism of God and universe.

354Henry S. Qemmsger, jhce&ore Parker (Boston, little Brown ft Co., 1956) ,p. 158.
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In May, 1840, the Ripleys went to Northampton for the ordination of 
John Sul liven Dwight. The »«»©» m e  delivered by Bipley, and the charge 
by Dr. Chantiing. By a strange co incidence, the same week that marked the 
opening of Dwight1* ministry, marked Qeexge's firet steps towards closing 
hie* While with Dwight, Bipley composed a letter to the proprietors of 
Purchase Street, resigning hie pastoral charge.

To the proprietor*, whose only previous coiwi&teatlon from llpley 
as pastor had been a report on the respective merits of various hymn**

as©
books, the letter caused considerable consternation. They ceased their 
deliberation about a pew tax to help their ailing budget, and appelated a 
committee of five to draft a suitable answer. Ripley* s letter stressed 
their chief worry, the lack of funds;..

«u ■ ■ «w it w wmii n m •» ■ ■ ii ■

1  S. fiooords of the Thirteenth Congregational Churchf in the dmericsn
tfettariaa Association. Sunday, April 7, 1839.
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Horthnopton, Way M, 1$40,

My Seepeeted Friend#
I  lo a m  w ith  r e g re t  th a t  th e  p e c u n ia ry  - a f fa i r *  o f  th e  Church a re  n o t 

ia m -pmmpmrm.9 condition. I also understand/ that a mean# o f  p ro v id in g  
fUnd* to meet the axpe&see Is now tho subject of at sous® ion.

Under the## circumstances I £«#X that It 1# duo- both to you asd
to- ©across ?«y own view* with tht perfect frankness which has always ssnrked 
our tnberemir®©--

Cur connection was formed la th® beginning with a fbll fit® o f  th e  'dif­ficulties sdJleh it Involved,— the most sanguine friends of the Church wore 
n o t confident o f  its success, and ps th e  whole I  do n o t kuo-w .th a t o u r pmsperlty ha* been less th a n  we had reason to  anticipate* There haw® always however been fa&ny discouragemente$ md at time these haw© bean so greet, that nothing 
hut a sense o f  th® kindness I  have received at your hand® and the conviction that tasy b e s t endeavor was due to  you so long as th e y  were desired, has pre» 
vented mm frrm requesting to ho discharged from your service*

1 canno t th e n  a v o id  d e ed in g  jlht$- the p ro p e r  occasion to say th a t  i f  th e  
su p p o rt o f  uy o f f i c e  thou,Id b# th o u g h  burdensome o r  ineaepedlent in  th #  de~ 
ltWrstifi Judgment o f  y o u r  body and the S o c ie ty , which you re p re s e n t, I t  
would be ay d e s ire  to  relinquish i t *  I t  y e h r  interests can be h o t te r  pro* 
motad by o th e r  hands 1 w ith  th a t  th e y  J&taufse. th a t  t r u s t .  1 have now la b o u re d  
w ith  you  f o r  n e a r ly  fourteen je e r s |  t h e w  don® what I c o u ld  to  A ccom p lish  
th e  purpose* o f  o u r  connections and u n d e r th e  present r e la t io n  i t  i s  a c t  
l i k e l y  that my m in is t r y  can b# cssepttally d i f f e r e n t  from  what t t  ho# been;
I do act feel that I oan do acre in th# tine'to com® than I have dene in 
the past, tfith the#® convict Ion* I $m ■'bound to give you th# option of pre­
serving the present connect lens it ®n̂ *$\be a matter of free will and of 
good will on both side# or It &%n ho^rocurr-tiv# of no pleasant fruit*, 
t beg therefor# that you will discus# th# subject so for as you deem necee- 
®&iy with, th# s?£2»« freedom as if the question were now to be teken on my 
eettls»«sit for the first time.

la eskiag this I trust too meh to your cam!or- to suppose
that it will be ascribed to weariness of my duties or a want of ottaehaeat 
to my society. I wish to consult the cojasaon good, without peculiar reference 
to uyseXf. On former occasion* I haw felt bound to you by ties vMefc I 
could act prevail an. myself to- breaks the acme feeling recoins or? mg/ part* 
but I shal?. cheerfully adept a different on# if I were persuaded that it 
would meet with your wishes or he to your advantage, air1 In whatever sphere 
1 might be placed I should not cease to rejoice in your welfare and b# grate­ful for your friendship, ̂ 36

JSM* Oiwrge bipley to th# proprietors of the Purchase Street Ohureh, 
Sepy* The eorre spoadsnoe between Itlpley #n& th# proprietors, but not
th #  acco un ts  of tho meet In#?® or commit tee*, i s  published in fleorge 
Bipley, A ^VreweV discourse (mansion, l>rakef * Pasm'hlsts, 1B41).



142

fh® foil owl n& taaday afternoon th® proprietor® siswIM th# le ttar of 
reply drafted hy 0, W. Cfej’twrtghtj 0* Smith, J. If.. ftayor, S^mot
tal*wsyf and fttctard Autt in.

Boston, May 30,. 1040#
tsmwisd and 9®«r Sir,

Th® UHA*r>*tg&®& wift agsgioiatad a conmttt®® %  th® Prep*letcr® of th® 
Gon#r®g*tional dimiush in Psmtta®® Street at a »rtl,i5# hold th® last Sahhath, 
to tata®wi®%® the m m t p t  ■ of f»r cammmitailan of adit imst, owl to imIb*
® wltabl# reply to the i m .  I® cotifamita thereto m  ho® Imrnm t« ®®|r' 
that it eaaxiot h® dl*gi&l®®d that funds or#;, mmI almgr® have ta#.m» #® amdl, 
that m w  emmAttem taw heem ®hliig®d t® u m  gmni oootsoffiy In oil
of their fiscal coMmnw, tat with ouch eeeheeg %  ®®®ft*l*tal tmmpmlary 
cdmac®* of ®«*1 * sum ty our treasurer, for start period t, w® taw Won, 
®**1&®& to meet mmwy ®x%#t*oyf mid w® trust that la future we stall. ®e*t- 
llfltti t® Ini obi® to Moot such immm&m m  the fwawyy at oar necessities 
ssoy call for, the Fmprietors taria® screed to th® Tmices w  th®
twenty per cent. Btarlitg tta® for emceest fully emotatitare# the difficulties 
which ®xi*t®d ®t th* tine oar Society first tpiwn lata talan; and 'tart«is 
nalzttaiaad our p®* it ion atamt fourteen jroar* ioHfig' * lore® portion of 
which period ©own#!®lot ®»taum#®wttsS tuvrlag - weighed hoewiXy upon us, we 
cannot tat hop® that w® ah®11 not only continue to meet our current mm» 
p®*®*®, tat ttat *® sta?X he em&Lei, to p®& off our existl®c 4®htf which 
hy roller tag ms fso* th® charge of atamt two inaadmd and fifty doll nr® 
mmomX later®*!, will odd this tmmmt to emr ®®en® with. which to ae#t 
our current «*y®®®*®*

M'th* pr®**®t tin®, #tami thirty- $mw® taloaf to -th® »o«l#tfv0f thl® 
««tar ®iir yl&li mo ir«®®fla®# this it i» thnt fame produoM «''®cMB.t
of fusds, feh« ®on««N|m®iit no*®*®lip of mioisag th® ta*®»l.ta.t y® hop®
emm to h a w  th®a® pov® ee&apMk, mH. tee lao®®® fro® t̂aioh In ®®MM«rtlcrti 
with th® 'm&wmme- te the taw® will mo, doutt in # few year® m&mble m® to 
pay off our &®%i ®tg& r®t®«i onr proporty fro®i mortal!̂ ®, thin frank
ttatownt of our p#cmmi&ry oo-noorn® y® hop® y«n will mot ta AlwourwgoA,- 
tat that you. will m n m n t  to oootlm® a® omr pastor, that w® m y  r w o l w  
fro® your off to® tho«® lowon* of i*s«t motion which w® win®, «ad In tar 
«®®l*l mlotlom®,. to r®*®i®o tfeot#. novte® of kind mgnvd mod eon«ol®tl®B ^ 
in prlwt® affliction, which j m  of® pmeminomtly ^uallftod to &i*®t and 
taioh taw olwny*- taoit ®o fiwm, m %& r®tair« mmrmnt thank®.

ta tag to memm ymx that w® think th® o®«tl®n«®o® of th® Soototy In Fmrctao® sftroot mmtnty dtpondt an your eoattmone® m Fastor, that should ym lo«w, ® eaanldomhl® portion' of that® who- taw- fotmod 
strand: ntthohmentm far your primt® rirtue®, would alto Iwtt; nod otamli them 'emmet* % ok® pine#, w® do not now poreolw how th® talmneo of tai® 
®ta!*ty otald wlttant ® wry oonoldomhl® oooootlon of Roohor®, ®f«i that tfmppori to a pastor Which duty and Jmotlc® .wwil ®®®ft to rctalt® of thorn* In closing: thl® ostannAlCotio® -w® an fin that v® should do otar coastitatnt® Injustie® did w® not artnr® you of their greet o®w ^
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so n a l re g a rd , and th a t  o u r re g a rd  i s  no le s s  a rd e n t,  *e th e re fo re  hoe© 
and t r u s t  th a t  you may be l is te n e d  to  in  fu tu r e  w ith  th e  same p le a s u re  
and in t e r e s t  w ith  w h ich  you were heard a t  the  commencement o f  ;rour~ 
m i n i s t r y . ^ 7

T h is  f r a n k ,  generous, tro u b le d  l e t t e r  was w r i t te n  on the, th e o ry  th a t  th e  

p a s to r1 s w orry  was f in a n c ia l .  Perhaps th e  good p r o p r ie to r s  th o \ig h t t h a t  

R ip le y 's  re s ig n a t io n  was merely a co u rte o u s  g e s tu re  o f  concern  o ve r th e  

c h u rc h 's  b u d g e t, and th a t  h a v in g  abso lved  him  o f  any blam e, th e y  m ig h t e xp e c t

him  to  c o n tin u e  as b e fo re . B u t th e  tranaeendentalmte, when they  heard  o f  R ip le y 's

238
a c t io n ,  knew th a t  i t  was th e  end* Ripley, see ing  h is  f lo c k *  e concern  o ve r 

th e  e f fe c t  h is  d e p a rtu re  m ig h t have on th e  f in a n c e s ,  gave them b re a th in g  tim e * He 

w ro te  PwightI

My a f f a i r s  w ith  Purchase S t ,  a re  v e ry  s a t is fa c to r y  j u s t  now. X s e n t 
th e  lettef w hich I  showed you* T h is  came upon the  P ro p r ie to r s  unexpected ­
l y  -in th e  m id s t o f  t h e i r  deliberations, as to  the  p e c u n ia ry  c o n d it io n  o f  
th e  ehh. What an a b s u rd ity  such a phrase  im p l ie s ,— as i f  th e  s o u l,  o r  
any co m b in a tio n  o f  s o u ls , c o u ld  be v iew ed in  money r e la t io n s .  My l e t t e r  
was r e fe r r e d  to  a la rg e  C om m ittee, who re p o r te d  an answer to  th is  e f f e c t ,  
th a t  though th e  p r o s p e r i ty  o f  the  ehh* in  re g a rd  to  i t s  Incom e, was 
not so g re a t a© c o u ld  be w ished , th e y  m ig h t a n t ic ip a te  b e t te r  t im e s , if 
X rem a ined j th a t  my d e p a rtu re  would d e p r iv e  th e  s o c ie ty  o f  such a la rg e  
p ro p o r t io n  o f  i t s  b e s t members, as to  endanger i t s  e x is te n c e | and that, 
i t  wax- e a rn e s t ly  d e s ire d  th a t  the  p re s e n t r e la t io n s  shou ld  c o n t in u e .
T h is  l e t t e r  was unan im ously  adopted by th e  P ro p r ie to r s ,  is d u ly  re c e iv e d  
by me. The movement has c a lle d  f o r t h  e xp re ss io n s  o f  a tta ch m e n t & in ­
t e r e s t ,  from  a l l  quarters|  and everybody assure© me, th a t  ay re s ig n a t io n  
would cause a lo s s  w hich the  S o c ie ty  c o u ld  i l l  s u s ta in ,  ^nd e r these  
c irc u m s ta n c e s , I  mean to  g iv e  them a b re a th in g -tim e , in  ho^es th a t  w ith in  
a yea r th® s e p a ra tio n  may ta ke  p la c e , under b e t te r  ausp ices  to  a l l  con­
cerned than a t  p r e s e n t . I  s h a l l  send them a com m unication b e fo re  lo n g , 
p la c in g  o u r co n n e c tio n  on t h is  g round , fuaking i t  tem porary  in  e ve ry  re ­
s p e c t, and, m eantim e, as f a r  as 1 can in  such a sphere , c a r r y in g  in to  
operation my .idess in  re g a rd  to  s f r e e  ehh, I  f i n d ,  x c o n fe s s , a d is ­
crepancy between my errn .general views & those  which p r e v a i l  in  th® ehh. 
th a t  would surprise me, anywhere but in Bostons The mass-.of o u r peop le  
have no c o n c e p tio n  o f  th e  first principle.® of liberal Chrty. They w ish  
f o r  a p r ie s t  & a s p i r i t u a l  g u id e , n o t to  s&y d ic ta t  o r  , r a th e r  than  f o r

2̂ *7 ̂ I b i d . * C* M. C a r tw r ig h t ,  - kernel b u in c y , R ich a rd  A u s t in ,  Joseph H. T haye r,
Ge rge  G, S m ith , to  George - - ip le y .  C p y .

 ̂ Emerson L e t t e r s . IX ,  pp. 197-9 * R a lph  -la ldo  ^mereon to  M a rg a re t f u l l e r ,
May 29, 1840s '’What a b rave  th in g  M r. R id le y  h&e done, he stand© no-® a t  the  
head of the Church militant and h is  step cannot be vitho ;t an important se­
q u e l.  ** PP. 297-8 n., M a rg a re t Fuller to  R alph Waldo Emerson, May cl, 1840 s

fc* , l * v  i s  m ost ha. py. ©bout th© ste ,. he has t^ k e n ."
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a frmtsrital helper, fhMj- would ratter b# txkortsd thm #*&! l#ht#m#i| they prefer ths religion of a book t# feh# religion of the smil, and ft
and )|flif**#« ha# morel frtm in M m i r  «gr#e than 

©me. whos# lip# here teen temed by the Holy 9ho«t.
®u (tototer 3, lirlfty greeted HI* pAriehietisre with a fftet«4 tollif 

nf some T300 vorAt, in which h# mry courteously stated that fe# m #  re­
signing, and gore hi# reasons for doing so, *eti«i fear of heresy confined 
& preacher to threadbare topics, f m m  which hob* of his hearers wight ho 
thought to disagree. M n r  m m h  «lroiu«etease*v % #  o«b neirer speak with 
the espaeetaees «ad Ilf ft which become th® messenger who tears th« Word of 
Hot oo his lips. * H* himself h#& mot ese&ped this restraint.

1 m s  folly sensible that I m s  sufferlag from this lft- 
(Ititeti that I tod not strength to reet&.t;-: th# formality 
m &  eol&neee which are breathed from tee atmosphere of nur 
otasrehes? Shot, mules# m  aould a l l  break awey from 
sash influences, it m s  wholly la wain, for urn to spook any 
longer in this pulpit .... I thought that a Bhangs In the 
ftttftittistmt ion of religion hsr# would te for our mateol 
odem*tags* t did not fe«l at liberty to propose any Im­
portant alterations in th# principles on whloh our- worship 
m s  eomdmeied, while at the ernes time I m s  certain that 
without some sfcajsge my ministry «*jwfk̂  you could not he 
«»irl«4 on with any site! power.
9be questions idtleh had aroused interest In 1B36 were those of th# 

Unitarian eoHtroeersy. But, since then, a mew order of id#as had arisen.
tSi# sssftmtial principle# of literal Cftu’tetia&lty .... 

nsds religion to consist, not in any epecmlft-tlwe docs trine, 
hut In a diwtae life, fhw asserted th# unlimited free­
dom. of the human mimd, and not only th* right, hut the 
duty of private Judgment. they established the kingdom of 
Hod, not in the died past, hut in th# 1 irtng present* gave the 
spirit a enpremeay ewer th# letter? insisted on the necessity 
of pointing out th# corruptions of the church, of sweeping 
away the traditions which obscured th# simplicity of truth, and 
urged every soul to pros® on to th# highest Attainments to 
forget what m s  behind, end merer to be kept hm>. from expressing

239 Ooorc* »lT»i*y t« Joh» fclUvao Bwtght, July 7, 1940, A.I.. S. in S.P.I..Uetter blotted.
tlfc. p. 68. A letter to th# OowgrygatioBfti Church in Pttreha## str#»t.

241 Ibid.,p.68 .
t
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ite by the voio* #f omiltepliy #i* the f e a r  o f
msa* A poHUtt of the 1 iberal ©lergy felt It their duty 
to ©wrry out these views* be ho feitfcfhl to their prlaslpless
not to oh risk from the ir epplicmtio®, hat to the
frosdom which §©d gave thorn In the imvsibtfotio® of troth 
ant the .eaforeenemt of ite praetiesl results* Shey eould not 
linger orotmd the grave of the poet, fh# es^erieneea of 
aaahoed onioned the eoneeptlon of their pupilage. They 
hod been bought that no aysbSis of divinity monopolised the
truth, end they were »  more villi sac to be bound by the
prevail ing ©reed of Bo a ton or Cambridge, thee their father* 
had been by the prescription of Hone or ftenevn* But la 
thee* eonelueioae they were divided from son* of their 
hre-thom. It eee thought drag©roue to ©cmtime thti* the 
progress Which had been eeaseased* liberal. ©Imrchee besmi ■ 
to fear liberality, eal the most heretic*! sect 1st Christendom 
to brine the ohsxge of bolng so against theee who esrriod m %  
ite ova principle*. fhey who defended the-progress as well 
ae the freedom of thought m m  openly denounced me. infidele *...242

the tore# of this pessege m y  heme been generallsed, hat few ©mild foil
to recognise It at Slpley*# autobiography, even to the favorite abusive
term of Andrews Worton* I® the next peeesa*, the general iffsilor. was
drepped, end the pronoun *1 * took Ite pise*. Bipley stated that he did
not wish the eoagre^abto® to there- in any herety which hud been imputed.
to him*

la hi* preaching, he hod. never never' brought before them philosophies!
diseaseI«®*» which had no hearing on Sherseter* betther had he tried to
impose hi* thought* on then*

- I have always maintained. that whatever else m mini * ter 
night do for hi* people, he ©*e!d not ask# hi*, own theraht, 
or prayer, or good, life, * substitute for their* .*..24~

if a nor* gpttaafceHan manner of preaching ha* been desired, he e?*n only s«y, 
he regrets it. In the ohureh, one should meet on term* of equality, Irre­
spective of birth, rank, wealth, or station.,
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&rm% tm% of hmmn equality before flod is not ©a* to 
let the heart eel&i It I* mot «. »«re speculative
street1oa| It la m m  thing more than a watchword for a political 
party to gala power rl*h# and then do nothing to nervy It la to 
pfaetleal operation} It 1« a deep, solemn, vital truth, writ ton 
by the Almighty in the lave of our being, announced with terrible 
dtctttietnese to the- sppseeesr hr hie beloved ion, and pleaded 
for hy all that te just and noble In the prompting* of our me- 
turn* Blent m  for it If yam will, hut 1 eannet Behold the 
degradation, the ignorance, the poverty, the vice, the rain 
of the soul, which it ©vesywtiey© displayed in the ho ton ef Ohrie# 
tin society In our city* while stem. loo'c idly pm, without a 
shudder* I ttennet wit nett the glaring tnesualitlee of eond 1- 
itom, the hollow pr#t«m«torn of pride, the scornful apathy 
with which asusy lurge the prostration of man, the Burning seal 
with which they run the tmm of selfish eoapetltiea, with no 
thought for the elevation of their Brethren, without the sad 
conviction that the spirit of ©hrisi hae well-nigh disappeared 
from our churches, and' that the fearful deem await* me, #Ii*»
A im e h  a *  ye hove n o t done i t  u n to  one o f  th e  le a n t  o f  th e se , 
ye  -have n o t done i t  u n to  no. *- 544

But In thee® sentiment* he ha* Been net with. UiiwMersiaadimg end lade of
ayispmthy. Under such olreuwetenOee, it is Best to examine their relation*
ship for defects fatal to it* existence*

Believing a* he does that no ifawrqt admitted per foot 1 therty, of thought
and expression, he would have asked to he Aleefeerged Before this, If he had
not felt peculiarly Bound to hi* seciety* Hi# letter tmm the proprietors,
and the ©scores®lorn* of the neither* of the committee, have Been of the meet
kind. Hence he will remain for a 1 lei ted period* Meanwhile he renounce*
say pecuniary claims upon thee, which 1* not a voluntary gift of everyone,
fhm *y»t©» of pew ewnershtr he dislike# beeense am owner is induced to
reenln in a church In which he has no interest* the true ehuswh which: he
envision# would he one where .ell ■’■'restrict I on* would he removed, where'the
minister could speak freely to thwee for whoa he hod a message. *?h# haste
of worship in such a church would he feeling, not speculation? the T»l«t~
form would 'be brond emou#i to weleone ©wry eeeking spirit *****

244
lbl4.ip.n.
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The Mlttrit would be their Bible.
H# then turned hl« tll«&lioa to two classes of reform theI of the 

individual «ikA that of society.
There to a ©lass of persons who desire a reform In the 

•orevoillng philosophy of the day. The so are called Trane- 
©eadstttallets, because they believe in am order of truth 
which irmaeeem&s the sphere of the estemtl senses. fhotr 
leading idea is to© supremacy of wind over matter. Ktm« 
they maintain that the truth of religion does not depend on 
tradition, nor historical foots* hut has an unerring witness 
In the soul, fhare Is a light* they hoi loro* which so- 
llgfcfrdneth every »na that easeth into the world; those Is a 
faculty in all**-the most degraded, the aost ignorant, the. 
nest ©becuro— i© perceive spiritual truth whoa distinctly 
presented; and the ultima to snoeel on al‘ Moral question®
Is m %  to a jury of scholars, a hierarchy of divines, hut to- the 
common sons# of the human reee .... If yarn ask a® whether I em­
brace every mimtelllgible productinn of the mind that is 
mao tod from mouth to math a# fraaseend entail Isa, I answer, 
that If any man writes so as not to bs understood., be h©
Transcendental 1st or Materialist, it is his own fault, not 
another's. .... There is another ©less of per sen * who are 
devoted to the removal of abuses that prevail la modern 
society. They witness tee oppressions that are dons' under 
the sun, and they ©unmet keep silence .... 8he purpose of 
Christianity, as I firmly believe- is to redeem society as 
well as the individual fro® sin.

As a <%rlftis&> he opposes Intemperance, slavery, war. Mis warmest sympathies
are with the poor.

Stle final word to the eengregntiei* was that if th e y  differed, from the
sentiment of the proprietors, he would ge st obcs; if they did. not decline
hi® services on the terms which he had stated, he would stay, Bsen, with
courteous ssprssslems of attachment to the church, he ended the letter,

On October 18, the proprietors appointed a committee to confer with
their pastor, which consisted of Mi chord Austin, (Jeerge 0. Smith, John Bollard 

P4Sand J. It. Hewell. Carles Cartwright declined to serve. The committee

2 4 5  Zbid. ,pp.84-F.
04. g ■ lgg.llee.orde of th e  T h ir te e n th  Congregational iiVm-raH in  th e  Am erican

T j h i i a y f ^  ' ...." ' .. ir 1 r 'ri...........



reported, on Hovewbe? th«t ftiplejr had told ih«t«* he considered It hit 
duty to go, iand wished to haw© this eomraiii©® dissolved on doril X, 1841*
Oa January 1, 1341, Hlplsy cent In his final letter of resignation.

Jmnumry 1, 1MI
^  respected friend#,.

Zn m ttownmiaotion presented to the society oa the l*t of October 
lost, I uteted the conditions oa which alone, la *y opinions, our connection 
mm people and peetor could ho continued with o t M  plmmmrm ® M  edwentage. 
While the views and semiinept# expressed la the eewattnicat lone tuts boon 
received la «-:■ friendly newier %  these to whom It w*«. addreeeed, t have 
»i*a no evidence %hn% they accord with.-.the convictions of e sufficient 
proportion of the society to warrant tb© hope of © #ucc«*«ful exercise 
of -the nlaletfy under the present relatione, 1 #dr 1 oowo, therefor, 
respectf u l l y  to resign ey office a# l*a.»tor of the Purchase Street Ce»- 
gregstiannl Church, and request to bo dlsehergsid from tho oerforwuice 
of lto duties oft or the explmtlaa of the present quarter.

With grateful. reeeebyence af the kindness and candor which how© 
marked your intercourse with me, «ad sincere wlohoo far your future 
prosperity,•., ,247
1*110 n»«.i*fim.tton woo regretfully oeeoptod ‘st a meeting af the proprietor#
on January 34, rad a eostwiiiee anpe luted to draft e reply, the ©awaittee,
consisting of Jew#* H. Bichardeon, George &, Smith,' owl Jceleh M. .tone#,
Submitted o letter to the proprietor©, eau! two resolutions which were
uaonliaeuoly- ©seepted, *!he f i r s t  r e s o lu t io n  the aired 3 i r l# y  far his long
and felthfUl wrricti the second reeciamended him «t© the Christian world
»• Christian Minister i» every wry worthy and every w«y qualified to

348preaeh the leepele, *» end stated regret et his departure. About two
hundred stgimtskred were fixed. to the--document; kin!ejr continued to preach 
at Jhtrche.ee street until the l a s t  af M‘-.reh, wheis he .del Ire red his farewell
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£ le e o u r» S f^  la  t h is  sermon, he espraeaad h is  fe w n e s s  f o r  the s o c ie ty ,  

his hone to see thew from time to tine, and h is  wishes for their future.
He preached erne© more to  t h is  c o n g re g a tio n , when he o ■•■■»© fro m  B rook 

Farm to dtlivtr the address to the people at the ordination of his sue- 
easier, Bey. J. I* T. Coolld#s, on January 1*3, 1&4B.

249
(Jeo * £ *  H ip le y ,  A Farewell Discourse (Boston, B roke1*  Fesaphlets, 1940)» .
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la the spring of XS41, the chatter over Bostonian to* ©up© was eoi*- 
eiderably eaheniMMi by tKt foot that the respectable Hew. deorg© Hipley 
had not only resigned his pesters! dfcsrgs, ©a grounds that could only 
be described a* eccentric, hat had gone to West loxbury, bo found mm* 
moot of eoanmmity, the nata pursuits of which were farming and school** 
leeching* fhi* fact was time enough. Bat what lay behind lb? 'What 
weoe the reasons far Bipley** abrupt procedure, end when did lie decide 
©a the scheme?

when lipley bed'sent hie flret letter of r*elc**tlea to the proprietors, 
la my, %B40t he still intended to preach somewhere, according to his owe 
principles of free speech ..fa--the pulpit. Margaret Fuller, who saw him 
la Boston hi the end of #ey* twld Assreom about a eomwersmtlen with 
Ripley*

Mr. Ripley Is west happy ia the step which he he# tmkm* Be 
seems newborn. The day you west to tows with me m* we were, talk- 
inn about it, I told him what is thought of him as m preacher, 
sad expressed doubts me to his being able to build up e. church 
here. 1 told him- I hoped when he broke away h# would ester ext 
seme' bus loess end lease preaching, but he said he could not d© so 
without a trial; that he knew as well mm anybody that he had: 
merer preached, but that he had much he longed to eegr sad was
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sure that in suitable relation® he should be able to breathe out 
what was so living in him**"-®

th e  id e a  o f  a chu rch  founded on f re e  in - m ir y  and the  r i g h t  o f  p r iv a te  ju d g ­

ment wa^ in  s tro n g  possess io n  o f  R ip le y  in  J u ly *  *s  h is  ' l e t t e r  to  John S u l l i ­

van D w igh t shows* By September 2 5 ,a g o th e r id e a  seems to  have aroused h is  

im a g in a t io n *  In  a l e t t e r  to  W i l l  lam Henry t»haaUif ig  on th a t  d a te ^a m e #  f r e e ­

man C larice  s ta te d  t h a t  th e  p r e v a i l in g  Idea  o f  the  tim e  seemed to  be community 

l i f e ,  as suggested by"' Rapp' nr Owens *lir*. R ip le y  appears fe rm e n tin g  and e f f e r -  / 
v e s c in g  to  a h ig h  degree w ith  these id e a s .* * ^ 1  On O ctobe r 1 , R id le y  composed 

the  u lt im a tu m  to  h is  chu rch  w hich he p re sen ted  th re e  days l a t e r .  On O c tobe r 

15# he charged o u t a t  th e  Bo3te n  Athenaeum h is  f i r s t  book an a g r ic u l t u r e ,  and 

a n o th e r e ig h t  days l a t e r , M a r g a r e t  F u l le r  ta lk e d  w ith  b o th  R ip le y s  and 

se n t h e r im p re s s io n s  to  T i i l l ia m  Henry Chmnning.

In town I saw th e  Ripleys#— Mr JR.* more and mnzw- -wrapt in h i  a new 
project. 8#- is too sanguine# and does not take the  time to let things 
ripen in his mind, yet his aim is w o rth y , and »?iih h is  courage and 
c le a r  mind his experiment w i l l  n o t ,  X t h in k ,  to  h i®  a t  least be a f a i ­
lure. I will not.throw  any c o ld  - ra te r , y e t  I  would w ish  him  the  a id  o f  
some'equal end faithful friend in th e  beginning, the  rather that his 
own mind, though that o f  & c a p ta in ,  is n o t th a t o f  a conqueror. ' I  Jbel 
more h o p e fu l m  he b u ild s  lea®' adds, but cannot f e e l  th a t  I  have any 
thing to  do at p re s e n t except to  lo o k  on & see the ©oral insects at weak,

Ballou was w ith  h i®  to n ig h t ,  he seems a downright person * clear as 
to hie own purposes# and not unwilling to permit others the pursuit of 
theirs.

Sophia R. read me her letter to you* I told her the truth, that I am- 
not understand her mental processes# and that what she says sounds to me 
factitious at first, though my confidence in her always prevents my in­
dulging such a thought*! understand her hsband mu«$ batter, thxĵ h -m axe so utterly

"50 Emerson Betters, II, pp. 297-S a., Margaret Fuller to Ralph Waldo ::**rson,
May 31, I8A0.

'■5̂- Edward E# Hale* ed** James freeman ^larke, Autobiography (Boston & M«* fork, 
Houghton Mifflin, 1891)# p. 133* James freeman Clark# to fillism H. Channing,

^^2 Books of the Boston Athenaeum# 1839-41# p* •
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dissimilar, and she usually goes higher and sees clearer than he does. I can talk with him endlessly though not deeply, with her I can go only a step, though she loves me & I her, 
she seldom misunderstands

According to this calendar, the chief decision of Ripley*s life *ras made 
in three months. If he had made up his mind by October 1, and Clarke*s 
letter suggests that he had,he must have anticipated a refusal of his 
stem terms from the Purchase Street Church. This Is quite probable, be­
cause by September 20, he had begun to dobbt the fm&kn of the church.

That enterprising spinster, Elisabeth Palmer P abody, in a letter to 
John Sullivan Dwight, describe® the debate at two meeting® of the Transcen­
dental Club, and make® clear Ripley* ? thinking.

...Mr. Ripley had his say— very admirably too—& making no small impression of the reality of the evils he deplores—  the key of which is that the ministers & church are upheld In order to uphold a society vicious in its foundations— but which the multitude desire should continue in Ite present 
conditions.— Mr. Hedge, on the other side eloquently de­fended the Church— which ( as Catholic ) has given a true culture to the imagination in creating Gothic architecture in all its varieties— & oaintinfe... .& which ( as Protestant) was educating the Reason, but he yielded to Mr. Ripley that the so­cial principle was yet to be educated— the Church of Humanity yet to grow— but an another branch from the same trunk— & not on the ruins.251

Ripley hinted such an outlook in hie letter to his church.
The method In which fee set about olving the woes of society seems now

:\

isolated and fragmentary, But in 1310, there were abundant reasons why
the idea of a community /hould occur to s reformer. First, the day and
age was one of such experiments. There were a number of religious communities—
communities in the strict sense that their government was communistic, which

253 Margaret Fuller to William H. Channing, .>ct • 25—23, 1810. A. L». S. in B. P. I
Elizabeth r. Peabody to John Sullivan Dwight, Sept. 20, 1810. A. 1. S. in 
B. P. I*. The meetings were at Parker* s and f’herert which may be a. there the 
family house or the bookshop, but moreprobably the house.
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Brook Bara1* van not. On* of these, at Zoar, Ohio, had greatly impressed 
the Ripleys by* its order, prosperity, and cheerfulness. Therm were purely 
social experiments, such as Kew Harmony project of Owen1 e, founded in 1825, 
which died two years after It was born. M i n  Ballon, the apostle of non- 
resistance, founded the Hopedale Community a year after Blpley founded 
Brook Far®. Second, the pastoral idea, which had been in charge of Ripley 
for fourteen years, was not lightly abandoned; he was used to his flock 
around hi®, to doing good, assisting, advising. Again, the sentimentality 
which surrounded the Idea of agriculture among reformers and transcendental 1 ats 
alike, softened the blow for anyone, who, advocating a self*subsistent com­
munity, might have baulked at going out among the rutabaga2^  and practicing 
rugged independence.

The idea, once admitted, took complete possession of him. To establish 
a little cornimx.nlty, which should be self-sufficient, whose members would 
combine manual work and Intellectual occupations, whose rules should be only 
those of the highest morality private and social, whose spirit would be 
that of brotherly cooperation, would be the setting la concrete form his most cher­
ished ideas. The little children of the community would be guaranteed an 
education, la which their elders might participate. SIass distinctions would 
be abolished. By eliminating competition, the vices attendant on it would 
disappears by substituting for it cooperation, the kindly and Christian virtues 
would be given a chance to develop. In time, the society would increase by 
the addition of other willing and convinced members. The little state would 
indeed be a reform from the heart out.

Ripley* s commonplace book, abandoned for several years, on Hcv. 7, 1840, 
shows his calculations on the profit to be derived from rutabaga.
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he wrote explaining M i  venture, and asking Emerson to become a member*
Our objects# as you knew, are to Insure a mere natural 

union between Intellectual and manual labor than sow exists; 
to combine th« thinker and tho worker, a* far aft possible in tha 
same IMiyiduali to guarantee the highest mental freedom, by pro- 
aiding all with labor, adapted to their taataa and talent*, and 
securing to than tha fruits of their industry; to do away with 
tha necessity of menial services# by opening the benefit* of edu- 
oatlon and tha profit* of labor to alii and thus to prepare a 
society of liberal, intelligent, and cultivated parsons, whoso 
relatione with each other would permit a more simple and whole* 
soma life, than can ha lad amidst the pressure of our competitive 
institution*....

An offer has bean mads to mo of a beautiful estate# on 
wary reasonable termi# on the borders of Ifewton, foot Boxbary# 
and Dedham. I am wary familiar with the promises* having resided 
on than a part of last summer, and wo might search the country la 
wain for anything more eligible# Our proposal now is for three 
or four families to take possession on the first of April next, 
to attend to the cultivation of the farm and the emotion of 
buildings, to prepare for the ooming of as many more la the autumn, 
and thus to commence the Institution la the simplest meaner, and 
with the smallest number, with whioh it oan go into operation at all.

the step mow to be taken at ones is the procuring of funds for 
the necessary eapital. : According to the present modification of 
our plan# a much less sue will be necessary then that spoken of in 
our discussions at Concord. fe thought then $50,000 weuld bo 
needed I X find new# after a careful estimate# that $50#000 will 
purchase the estate and buildings for ten families# and give the 
required surplus for carrying on the operations for one year*

tfe propose to raise this sum by a subscript ion to a Joint 
stock company, among the friends of the institution, the payment 
of a fixed Interest being guaranteed to the subscribers, and the 
subscription itself secured by the real estate ♦..♦the sum required 
cannot come from rich capitalists; their Instinct would protest 
against such an application of their cola*; it must he obtained 
from those who sympathies with our ideas, and who are willing to 
aid their realisation with their money, if net by their personal 
cooperation*•*•

X can imagine no plan which is suited to carry into effect 
so many divine ideas as this. Xf wisely executed, it will be a 
light over this country and this age. if not the sunrise# it will 
be the morning star* As a practical man# X see clearly that we 
must haws some such arrangement# or all changes less radical will 
be nugatory* X believe in the divinity of labor; X wish to "har­
vest my flesh and blood from the land;" but to do this# I must 
either be insulated and work to disadvantage# or avail myself of



156

the services of hirelings* who are not of »y order* and 
whoa I oan scarce make friends; for 1 oust hare another 
to drive the plough, which I hold. 1 cannot empty a cash 
of lime upon my grass alone....

Personally, my tastes and habits would lead me in an­
other direction. I have a passion for being independent of 
the world* and of every man in it. This X could do easily 
on the estate which is now offered* and which X could rent 
at a rate* that with my other resources* would place me in a 
very agreeable condition* as far as my personal interests were 
involved. I should have a city of &od» on a small scale of 
my own; and please Clod, X should hope one day to drive my own 
cart to market and sell greens. But % fee 1 bound to sacrifice 
this private feeling* in the hope of a great social good. 1 
shall be anxious to hear fro® you. Tour decision will do much 
towards settling the question with me* whether the time has 
come for the fulfillment of high hope, or whether the work be­
longs to a future generation.»..

1 recollect you said that if you were sure of compeers of 
the right stamp you might embark yourself in the adventure; as 
to this* let me suggest the inquiry, whether our Association 
should not be composed of various classes of men? If we have 
friends whoa we love and who love us* X think we should be con­
tent to Join with others* with whoa our personal sympathy is 
not strong* but whose general ideas coincide with ours, and 
whose gifts and abilities would make their services Important• 
for Instance, I should like to have a good washerwoman in my 
parish admitted into the plot. She is certainly not a Minerva 
or a Venus; but we might educate her two children to wisdom and 
varied accomplishments, who otherwise will be doomed to drudge 
through life. The same is true of some farmers and mechanics* 
whom we should like with us• 25®
The project almost tempted Emerson to Join. It was composed largely 

of his friends; it put into execution many of his favorite principles. The 
school, in which the faculty taught the subjects in which they had greatest 
interest* was an Inducement. For a month he remained reluctant to refuse.
But at the thought of a society* he felt all his "quills rise and sharpen.*^59 
The reform motive left him completely Indifferent* for Bmerson was the

258 life* pp. 307-312.
259 Bmerson letters, IX* p. 362. Balph Waldo Bmerson to Margaret fuller.
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CHAPflE M I

m taoii m m m

The milk fats* where the Hipleys boarded for tha summer of 1340 was 
a dal i&htful place f o r  t h e  lasy d a y #  of summer v o c a t i o n .  West Boxbury 
was not too f a r  f ro m  Bo b  t e a  t o  prevent t h e i r  g o in g  to the c i t y  for tha 
d a y ,  hut, a t  t h a  same time, it am# i n  tha g e n t l y  r o l l i n g  c o u n t r y ,  where 
tha vista# ware wide, and tha road# ware flanked by troae instead of house#. 
The farsmomaa stood on a  little rise of ground, o v e r l o o k in g  a  b r o a d  meadow, 
through which trickled the grassy little brook w h ic h  gave t h e  p l a c e  Its 
name, Brook fam. Behind tha house was a  low ridge, wade sharply picturesque 
by outcrops of conglomerate am ong the lowgrowtng bushes, The B i p l e y *  in?- 

dulged In revery maid the ehawus of the scenery. A p r a c t i c a l  f a r m e r  would 
have seen immediately that the ridge was of no c o n c e i v a b l e  use for faming, 
and the soil thin. A trucker could have startled them with some information 
about the rates for hauling from Boston. The Hipleys, having conversation 
with neither, sauntered along the paths o f  the c o u n t r y s i d e  and d r o h k  in 
the air o f  the warn summer afternoons, walked the two niles to Theodore 
Parker*# church, or took a carriage over to J a m a ic a  Plain to s e e  Margaret 
Puller.
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When the idea of the experiment in & mo to Christian way of life
took form, it was only natural that West Boxbury should return to
their minds* 0®orge Bipley "bought the place in the winter of 1340
from Charles and Mafia Illis and on April 4 of the following year
moved out to get the place ready for habitation. Sophia remained
in Boston until the last of May. ' With Bipley went Frank Farley and
Vllli&m Allen and a hired girl from Maine. Miss Peabody described the
activity going oar

they cleaned the stable arranged the house ploughed 
and planted-going through the hardest & most disagreeable 
work they will ever have to do. fhey also every day milk 
their cows, and such is the effect of regular feeding 
that already they give l/s more milk than at first.

In a fortnight after their arrival, they were Joined by Hawthorne and
Warren Burton, Sophia spent three of four days a week there. Marianne
Blpley taught school In the next town.

Practical Miss Peabody was very worried about the way the publicity
was not being handled* Blpley was reluctant to print a prospectus.
Bit at least on May 11, there would be a meeting In the large Peabody
parlor, for the benefit of people combining interest and cash, fh®
chief talking point would be the school.

Sophia, down in Boston, was finding her duties more onerous than
Bipley at West Hokbury. She was ©losing the house where they had beam
very happy, braving the Boston public, and saying good-bye. She told
©wight $

fhe nasty public still asks questions sceptically 
which is rather annoying when we go into the world, and 
our friends sometimes annoying us still more by speaking

w ------------------
Hissabeth Palmer Peabody to John Sullivan ©wight, April 26, 1841,
A.I. S. in B.F.X*.

261 m * .



of our enterprise as one retiring high, heroin m l  or, 
whereas it has never seemed to George dr myself anything hut 
the simplest, most every day affair possible. Parting with 
the parish (this entre nous) has been the hardest, because 
we could not feel— as the kindest among them seemed to feel, 
that they were losing their all. fearless we eaw tears 
flowing all around ue~-and yet we never loved them so much- 
loved them better for their weeping— but the relation was 
false— to each & all & every parting tear was the righting 
of it, & seemed more like an Invigorating dew&rop than an emblem 
of mourning. Many substantial proofs of kindness & farewell 
letters were delicately offered In the most affecting way—  
a few gentlemen presented us with nearly the most
beautiful garden tools to a larger amount.

for the company at Brook far®, she had praise.and blame. The bouquets
went to William Allen, the head man, to frank Farley, to w«mr prince
princely* Hawthorne, but not even a whiff of one to lev. Warren Burton,
whom she found decidedly without charm, end still less to lloyd Fuller,
Margaret* e problem brother, #who has all the fhller faults (entre nous
again) without their merits.*’ Soon they would be sixteen, including
various children, entrusted to their care. At the end of the month, Mrs.
lipley herself went to West lexbury and the strange experiences shich
awaited at Brook Farm.

Sophia Bipley to «Foha Sullivan Ihright, May 6, 1841, 1841. A.l. S. in
B. P. t.



o s w r m  xxii
BROOK wxm  CHROBICL®

if anyone had told Min Marianne Bipley, previous to the beginning 
of Brook yarn, that she would one day he seen by a crowd of people, 
walking around a pine grove, dressed as Queen Ulsnbeih, that good 
school teacher would have been sadly perplexed. But one fine day she 
did Just that, and her brother, Rev, George Ripley, as Shakespeare, 
was in the pageant with her. fhe puritanical lines of her face were 
softened with excitement, and she beeped with smiles over the crepe 
paper ruff, which the' good little Albany- Butch boy, John Tan &er fee 
Sears, had so carefully constructed. Re was there somewhere, as m 
herald, gorgeous In makeshift splendor. Somewhere, too, was Miss Amelia 
Bussell, a mirror of Bostonian propriety, watching with anxious eyes the 
young people whoa she had spent several good weeks in training to do the 
minuet. Whatever the guests may have thought, no ©as of the members of 
that Happy community saw any subject for wonder In the spectacle. Brook 
farm was the region where metamorphosis in outlook as well as occupation 
was the order of the day.

The members of George Ripley's community were gathered together, 
for the most part, by the same great ideal to lead their lives more
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completely and sincerely, in accordance with the highest promptings of 
their nature, than they could in the world outside. They hoped that 
the contagion of their example would bring about moral reform, in even 
& little way, in the society which they found an insurmountable barrier 
to observance of the most exquisite dictates of conscience, a society 
in which war, slavery, oppression, and corruption were ingredients*
They worked hard, wore badly housed and monotonously fed, but had the 
exuberance of the ideas to which they were devoted, the pleasure of 
each other’s company, and the satisfaction of talking about their most 
unworldly dreams and most scrupulous principles, without danger of being 
thought ridiculous* In addition, m ®t of them were young. Georg® 
Ripley, at the time he began the experiment, was only thirty-nine*

The chronicle of the little 1 community falls into two parts, the 
n transcendental” and the practical periods* The first and shorter 
dated from the beginning of work on the place in I84I to the enlarge­
ment of membership in 1843 j the latter fro© that time until 1846, when 
the enterprise earn® to an end* There has been a great deal said about 
the chan © of the atmosphere of the place after 18435 perhaps it has 
been overestimated. Although it is undoubtedly true that there was 
some friction between the first arrivals and the newcomers, who were 
generally of humbler station, both groups scon to have been animated by 
dream® and desires of the good life. There may have been, and undoubted­
ly were, the shiftless, the incompetent and the cynical in the later 
group, but they were lost in the number of sincere soul®, who held the 
same high hopes as the first group, if they expressed it with less
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talent* Th© mm® entertainments, the same sacrifices, the mm® efforts 
war© mad® during both periods* Th© highly cultured George P* Bradford 
may have been considerably - more attractive than the honest cobbler 
Lewis W. Eyckma , but neither Bradford nor anyone els® was more earnest 
and devoted in the pursuit of his ideals*

Hi® examples of cheerful self-sacrifice were Georg® and Sophia 
Eipley. George chose for himself the .hardest of the farm work. Sophia 
labored for as much as ten hours at a time in the laundry, until her 
fingers bled# This ah® varied with general superintendence of the 
girls, with teaching French in an accent that had bean acquired abroad, 
with an Italian class in which she and Bradford read Bant® in the 
original without a teacher* On rare occasions, she visited her rela­
tives in Cambridge, but never shone mere in wit and brilliant conversa­
tion among her hereditary surroundings than over the wash tubs at Brook 
Fax®, where other workers eagerly gathered around. Of the conversation 
with which Sophia dassled the laundry, not a hint remains; of the humor 
for which her his®band was famous and which heartened tha farmers in 
their weary moment®, all that remains is a number of wretched puns, 
which fell into loving mind®, and afterwards blossomed horribly forth 
in the books of reminiscence*

In Sophia there was a painful antagonism between the conscience of 
one who rejoices in the betterment of herself and othera, and the 
tastes of a sensitive, highly cultured woman* She wrote Margaret Fuller 
about the problem brother, Lloyd Fuller, and then proceeded to more 
general topicsi
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X bsllw# X hmwm m  aor* i© say daar Frlaad, »itk re­
gard to bussio### ®tTmmg0mm%»9 bat X aaat toll you how vail 
tra ara oil sstlaflad (X trust without fa&atlolaa) with its* 
m m m m  of our aatpariaaRt. Owr Ufa aatlsflaa m? m n » c l m m  
'bottor tliaa may X know— ft is tin* X tkftak **jr lb# aadiflad to 
my too to alao— plaaaura# multiply, coo# word# ft kisd d#«d# 
abound— #©*# among u# ar# truly nobl#, #11 aaaa t© b* good—  
ft tfe# fa* *ho ar# not wfm% w * aiafe art laprovl&f from tbo 
action os ifea port ©X tha otharo. Witk th$aa semis thing# 
right, trial# or# lightly bora# ft 'sow forgotten bar# tha 
mmsmmrlpt in feors «a bur# paaaad tftrough togatkar bs# 
torminatod X ballwa is feattar *i»o«ladg* of aaoh ©tbar— lla 
l»ft all iaan&ad a groat dual— aora parfoatly ^ark*?* than 
lm any #1* aoAttui of ©ur lira# toafo**» ^ 3
Th# o<m#titutioa of Brook far®, draws up is if41, m& algnad by

tha ataafe&oldarat Gaorg# Uplay, Batfcumlal fta*£h*«aa# ftiaot Fratt,
€&«fi«» ft* Batta, lliliaa 1* ftXlaa, Sophia Kiplay, Maria, F. Fratt,

$64
ftarab f* fttaaraa, Mariaaa# ItlpXay, oed Chari## 0. ftftltaoro* Tha 
official Sam# of tha antarprlaa «a* tha Brook farm ft**oet*iio& for 
Agrieulimr# and fduoatiocu tha oanatitutioa pr«nrld#d fir# par ©#at 
lafcaraat on staok| ins toad of iataraat, a otoekholdor #*# a&tltXad to 
tuition for ©a# atnda&t for ovary #h*r# of atook. ft aharaholdar 
might «lt&dra« hla a took aftar tarolv* month#* aotlea* tha offioara 
»»m 4 ■*•*■•« jlr»atioa. KJLaot Pritt, B. All*nj filr«<g-
felon of Fln&n&a. Satkanlal Saa-thoraa, Gharlos ft* Bans*, Willies B. 

Ulan* IkigiiM M  liasaMsa# «*fftia ». ftlpl»7, eiuirloa ft. Baaa, 
Marianna ftiplay* fti a moating os October 30, Iftftl, it a# a agreed to 
bra&afar tha proparty formerly ©»mad is a*orga Ripley* a n*a* to tha 
Brook f a m  Institution., and do ik# ##»# ?#itb Mariaaa^ tipimy* # ackool* 
Board »ad tuition, for boy# #*# #4*00 # w#ak, for girls, 15.00, for

2ft# BopliiA to largarst Fuilar, 3#pt* 3, [ liil} ft.ft.ft. la H.C.ft*
364 ftifa. pp. 112*$.
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children under twelve, $3*30, exclusive of washing and separate fire; 
board for members was one y e a r * 3 board for one y e a r 's  la b o r; o th e rw is e , 

14*00 a week, including washing; children under ten, half the price*
The l i t t l e  community was h a ra sse d  by d e b t .  On-October 11 , XS41, 

'the trustees, Ripley, Dana, Hawthorne and tilliam Allan, executed two 
mortgages on the place, to  the amount of #11,000, exactly $300 more 
than the price named in the deed o f  transfer* To meet the various
expenses, the Institute had two as in sources of incomes the farm and 
the school. The former consumed the more time and energy; the latter 
was the chief means o f  support* Georg# Ripley taught philosophy and

Georg© P. Bradford, literature; John Sullivan Dwight, music 
and La tin | Charles A. Dana, German and Creek; John S. Brown, agricul­
ture; Sophia Ripley, history and modern languages;; Hannah Ripley, 
drawing. The primary school was presided ■ over by Marianne Bipley, an 
experienced school ta&eker; the infant school was in charge of Abigail
Morton* Jn addition to the classes, lectures wet# given in th e  even-

266lugs, and the books from Ripley1© library circulated freely*
Tli® personnel shifted almost d a i ly *  Hawthorne lasted for an 

Intermittent five months* lie admired the lovely scenery surrounding 
the place, and worked on th e  manure pile, but found that Hie latter 
predominated* Georg© F. B ra d fo rd  to o k  his departure the  y e a r o f  the 
enlarged membership. The manner o f  h is  going proved his reputation f o r

265f*#org# Willis Cooke, John Sullivan Dwi&ht (Boston, Small Maynmrd, 
1896;, p* 34* Hereafter this work will fee referred to as Dwightt

2&kAm©lia Russell, Home Life on the Brook Bara Association (Boston, 
Little Brown 6 Co., 1910),pp. 105-6.
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appalling honest/. In all penitence, he called togather a number of
&

people to hear his parting confession* that there were times when'he
p. 17would not have bothered to save the life of Charles A. Dana. That 

brilliant young man, whose college career hod been cut short by fail­
ing eyesight, remained for the duration of the experiment! so did 
Dwight, barren Burton left at the end of the first period, to return 
to the life of a clergyman in Boston, the attractive Curtis brothers, 
George William and Katies fiurrill, belong to this period, as do the 
beautiful Mrs. Almira Barlow, Deborah Gannett, and. the sharply observ­
ant Georgian& Bruce, an English girl. The show-piece, Charles R.
• Hewcorse, mysterious and profound, was a young author in whoa Emerson 
tried to find genius, Minot Pratt, the former printer of the & ristlan 
Register, was the chief far ©r and Ripley*s right hand men* He had a 
strongly poetical side to his nature, and when ploughing often sal­
vaged the wild rose bushes, and planted them along the wayside, this 
habit of his was strangely symbolic of the delicacies of Brook Par© 
Agriculture, At one time, Ripley had four members, of M s  family en­
gaged in the experiment* his wife, M s  sister Marianne, M s  cousin 
Hannah Hi play, and his niece Sarah Steam®.

The religion was that of a non-sectarian Christianity. There wa® 
no official pastor, and there is no record that Ripley ever pre&ehed 
a $emon or offered a prayer, William Henry Channing, on his frequent 
visits, filled the place of unofficial chaplain, and the members were 
free to attend or not, as they wished. Some went to Theodore Parker * s

267. Lindsay Swift, Brook Farm (Hew fork, Macmillan, 1909), p. 92.
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church in the town, other® to Boston, There was the widest variety of 
belief among the farmers, and they accounted to no on© for their reli­
gious preferences• Complete religious freedom was the order during 
the entire course of Brook Barm’s existence*

from the outset, the crying need was money. There were mortgages 
in the beginning, and two more added during the course of the little 
comisunity. There were expenses for hauling, food, supplies, As early 
as December, 1841, the situation was serious enough for Ripley to write 
Emerson and ask him to invest,2^8 which the sage shrewdly refused to 
do, although he did pay the expenses at the school of a boy, Brands 
Brown*269 To Ripley, it must have been nothing less than maddening to 
have to consider all the angles of the Life Beautiful from the stand­
point of dollar© and cents. The construction of an ideal community 
required simultaneously one that would work. While antagonistic to 
the social structure, it was still dependent on that social structure 
for existence. While the Brook Farmers denounced competition, they 
sold their vegetable® la the Boston market. While they disliked the 
system of capitalism, they relied on persons with capital stock. The 
treasury of the poor little community had either to drink, what it 
could from the tainted well, or shrivel up with thirst.

In the beginning, Brook Farm was a product of transcendentalism, 
though of the more practical side of transcendentalism than of the

268. George Bipley to Ralph Waldo Emerson, Feb. 25, 1842, Life, 
pp. 312-4.

269. George Ripley to Ralph Waldo Emerson, Feb. 25, 1842, and follow­
ing letters, &.L.S. in the Ralph Waldo Emerson Memorial Associa­
tion, hereafter referred to as R.W.E.M.A*
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Emerson variety. Two letter® ©how that Ripley considered himself more 
closely allied to the school of social thinking which distinguished 
Brawns on, W, II* Charming, and Alcott, than to th e  Sage and Thereat* *
He wrote Emerson, apparently in surprise and pleasure at the coinci­
dence of their ideas* v

n*d*
tfy dear Mr* E*

The first part of your M.S. was given to the printer,
& you will have a proof of it tomorrow or next day, I pre­
sume*

1 cannot refrain from telling you the true joy which 
your piece has given me* I find in it the clear & beauti­
ful expression of thought® which have long made me rest­
less,— which forbid me to be happy without the attempt to 
realize them*

It greatly and pleasantly confirms ®y faith in the 
objects for which we are now living, to perceive that the 
idea in which they are built has taken such strong hold 
of another mind*

1 hope.-you will yet so# some of your visions made sub^ 
staatiai in the *City of God* which we shall try to build-270

The second is to Orestes A. Brownson. After having discussed the sub­
ject of young Orestes, a scholar at Brook Farm, Ripley turns to the 
matter most heavy on hi® mind. Hot until Mov., 1842, had Brownson 
noticed Brook Farm in his review, and then with the faintest of 
praise, fainter praise than that of Elisabeth Palmer Peabody*$ en­
couraging article in the Dial at the beginning of that year. 2?1 
wrote Brownsom

270. Omrge Ripley to Ralph Waldo Emerson, n*d* A.L.S. in R.W.E.M.A.
271 m ® >  pp* 120—6.



I hope that you know me too fell to belike that any 
small thing would diminish my great reject for your in­
tellect, or the sincere friendship x have cherished for 
you, from the first of our acquaintance* We have truly 
sympathised’ as few men have done! you have always 
quickened isy love for humanitys & for no small share of 
■what mental clearness x may have, f m 1 indebted to the 
hours, of quiet, pleasant intercourse 1 have enjoyed with 
you. If I had never known you, I should never have en­
gaged in this enterprise. X consider it as the incarna­
tion of those transcn.iide.ntal truths, which we have held in 
common, and which you have don*? much to make me love. To 
perceive the worth of man as man, to see through the hol­
lowness & Injustice of our social conventionalism, and to 
resolve on the reform of zy o-n household were with me 
almost simultaneous acts. This resolve attracted kindred 
spirit*— & here we are. This is the mot d! -smlgrfe of all 
our movement. Hor can X but feel gratified in seeing 
lofty political visions embodied in the most truly demo­
cratic social state, that I hav* ever known— small aa may 
be the ground plan of our edifice. Xou know the keen en­
joyment I took in the discussion of the most abstract 
theories* these theories however all bore on the possible 
future of humanity| and now in living them, shall I con­
fess, there is an inward delight, such as one would scarce 
dre«m of— ©o great, as to produce a disinclination either 
to speak or write about them— so much morn interior is the 
daily conscious ness of life. Xith the vivid feeling,that 
th gre’tt revolution in my life ,,l&n was the inevitable 
fruit of the ideas of «hich you most valued me, I will own 
to omething of disap. ointment, that you should give us so 
little sympathy or recognition, when a kindly word would 
have been cheering, amidst such a tempest of abuse, as 
fell upon us from the old conservative sky. But never, my 
dear friend, have I felt estranged from you, or ceased to 
believe that you would one day come to something like a 
feeling of paternity for our infant hop*• Amply,too 
amply, I know,hkv* you justified this belief in your re­
cent article. And now hat is the part b- t een you & 
me. Let us'live on & love m  ctilIf assured that all good 
words ft'just works are eternal as God.

lour last article revive© my ancient love of meta­
physics. As y**t, i have oniy read, not studied it* I mean 
to give it a fair Hearingt & meantime, hope to see you.

As to your questions, it is true that some of our 
young, people are not quite free from nonsense. They un­
consciously worship B. W. E. with ®~too blind adoration, & 
like that master, express themselves eonfusdely. They are
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pure, simple' souls, apparently without an erring instinct;
& their beautiful,divine lives would seem to sanction 
their doctrines. But their practical influence is not 
bad. Our current here seta all the other &j$ & as a 
place of education, for either ©s:;x, we., are-so guarded & 
balanced by a host of influences, that I apprehend no 
evil regults. You must consult those who have had children 
here•*
In 1843f. It became evident to. th© colonists that while thir life 

might be idyllic, their finances were not. Ripley, trying to save his 
little state, welcomed to it artisans who had not previously been in­
cluded in the organisation, and arranged for setting up *orksMp®.
These people, carpenters, shoemakers, craftsmen of various kinds, were 
of a different group from the original colonist®. The Brook Farm 
Institute for Agriculture and Education had been precisely that, with­
out any provision for industry. There seems, at first glance, some­
thing coldly calculating about Brook Farads willingness to be saved by 
the exertions of people it had formerly rejected, but, in exoneration 
of Ripley, it should be pointed out that he had never in theory re­
jected them. In practice, there had been no facilitfevssfor them. A® 
far as considering them a® a class was concerned, he was perfectly will­
ing to have them at any time,as . his letter c£ November 9, 1340, to
Emerson, indicates-. had envisioned receiving people of humble 
occupations, so that each might profit by the other*s abilities, and 
that their children might have the benefits of education. The occasion 
for their admission was th© necessity of making the ideal community the 
workable community as well, but there was no reversal of Ripley*s policy
in th© means by which this was to be brought about.

272 George Ripley to wrest s A. Brownson, Dec IS, 1842. A. L. S. in 
Rotre Berne University.
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At the time of the enlargement of Brook Farm, when some of th© 
older members had left and been succeeded by people who were honest, 
sincere, but without the heights end th© depths of th© transcendental- 
isis, and th© practical side of Brook Farm threatened to dwarf the 
contemplative, Sophia wrote Snerson a long, incoherent letter* Yhe 
meaning was often obscured by the sibylline utterance, but revealed 
a despondency which the Brook Farmers never knew possessed the brilliant, 
reserved woman.

Brook Farm, July 6
My dear Hr. 1

What is it to you that X like the Dial, & what is it to me 
that you should know it? A yet t cannot but tell you how rich 
& strong & faithful to its early Intentions the last number 
seems to me. It is really the first Dial we have had* It 
takes possession of one, haunts one1s dreams, & is the first 
thing we think of when waking* How the writers stand side by 
side, like Margaret* s sodiac of Grecian divinities, •♦her© the 
sister & queen, there the brother & prince.*

What sense & practical American talent in union rare 
with taste & knowledge & wit do we find in those notes on 
architecture. What a fragment of a sea Journal you have 
drawn-out, (as we hear) from behind some counter, throwing 
for the time *$wo Tears before the Mast", & all of the 
things of the sort into the background.

Them how true to both sides are BHery*s letters; 
fresh with th© recklessness of earliest youth & yet giving 
us the results of mature thought. tfatil told Tt was so.
I believed these letters veritable extracts from those of 
lELleyy & Mr. Ward, when they were college youths, wondering 
at the extreme manliness of the hays, & now wondering 
still more at th© boyishness of the man.

Margaret9s article too is the cream of herself, a little 
rambling but rich in all good things. Then how regally have 
you overlooked the Bnglish. You can hardly know how, like a 
blessing such vigorous pages come to ones sitting in soli­
tude & the damps & shadows of evening gathering around the 
heart at noon day. When we are powerless it is cheering to 
feel that the age is strong In a few true men & women who 
can do this age* s work & prophesy of the next.



I will tell you how much, not now alone, hut always, 
t fool tho want of then# around no hero who can do the 
age's work— a want nor® keenly felt by me than it would 
ho by one who took a standpoint of more divine serenity, 
but still a real want* U& have "great wealth of nature• 
hero a® you truly said, A, if t mistake not, a fro# & 
vigorous atmosphere for it to unfold in, but I daily & 
hourly mourn— unwise a® it waa to mourn, at the prodi­
gality with vdiich it is wasted away* I see everywhere around 
me those who might prophesy of the next age to the present, 
of eternity b© time, prophesying only to themselves, easting 
their own horoscope, impertinently prying into their own 
Emotions, or intoxicating themselves with th® excited emanar 
t ions, of others; fooling the rising A falling of their own 
pulae, perhaps recounting it® variation® to tho meanest 
friend. She lives of our best people here, as elsewhere, 
are narrow & dreaming, or overheated* Clear crystal spring 
water is not their drink, but sweetened, diluted beverage, 
perhaps spiced wines. And yet, if they are bom to prophesy, 
will they not in Cod's own time?

fhen though, faithful, like the servant to their al­
lotted task of the hour, how are they rejecting the human 
side of life, turning their back upon the world's work, even 
when they believe It must be done, & ennobling it not by 
the seer1® eye A prophet’s look, ca®ting their cares upon 
the merely practical men a women of society— even to the 
elevating them to a height they have no title to fill, even 
to rulers in all the external ongoings of life. ?he movement 
of working here through the hour® A days salts no fragrance, 
kind hearted as they are, so wrapped & swathed in self ism 
are they while the narrow garret of the solitary student is 
filled with the sweetest odours breathing out of every crock 
A or&nny upon the passer by, if he but pursues hi® lonely 
strength unconsciously in single-hearted self-forgetful ness, 
khat Joy I feel that in the small circle of your nearest 
friends the craving heart may find such scholar® A such 
writers as we need. So rounded, so strong, so self-sub­
sisting* Old you not like our Cousin C* A* 8.f s sonnet 
addressed to all true heroes? It was an organ ton# though 
a monotone* His life Is deep-toned too, though not wide.
Thm other Brook farm poem was very graceful, a specimen of 
the best our young men can now produce, while they refuse 
themselves to deep experience A In place thereof indulge in 
sentiment. Is this only a stage with the best, or must we 
open our broad acres to a new race, before we see them wrought 
A trod by men* the ground-plan A foundation of our structure 
suits me well. Many traits in the characters of the builders 
or those who with folded arms only look on, I look at quit# 
reverently almost enviously. It has been good for me, A Is 
Still so to be here. I think life could furnish me Vith 
nothing better therefore I am content, A ought not to lament 
if a finished edifice rises here, but 1 do not despair even
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yet. Some may ask, you will not, Why 1 have intruded 
upon you with this letter. I can only say, Just now It, 
was not k now It Is written, A after vnlnly looking for 
a aan or woman where X hawe most hope to find then care 
1 when I hail someone Who appears to me such on the horison*

Since writing the last lines I haw had the pleasure 
of seeing some true men & women among our Shakier "brethren, 
rigorous in spiritual life, definite in their alias— robust 
A equal In practice. Do you know anything about them?
One of the women— a saint A prophetess might hare sat for 
& picture of Holsa la middle life. The largeness of the 
host persons we saw & their open future surprised us.
They talked of Mr. lane dr Mr. Alcott’s visit as an era in 
their lives, A brother William leonard, said he was "never 
so carried away* in his life as by their conversation.

With affectinnate remembrances to Mrs. Saerson....
On July 29, of the same year, she wrote Bmersofc again, still 

incoherent, still obscure, still oracular, but with the definite 
statement of the struggle between the tastes Which shrank from her 
associates, and the conscience which would give all people a good 
atmosphere in which to grow, as well as herself.

Set. July 29, 184% _
Th© good spirit has spoken most cheering words to 

me through your letters, & I feel moved to tell you that, 
and at the same time to say something further of.the large 
class of persons of whom we h&Ve been Just now speaking.
The s&r^praro type * as you term It, •of on# horse* is the 
same for all horses, as far as the outline, air, attitude 
A'bearing-of w  originals are concerned but at'some times 
I have the gift t do not deny it, of dwelling exclusively 
on sons beautiful trait, or divine expression which charms 
me from the contemplation of the whole; but as a whole, 
each strikes me as weak and Inadequate to life1# objects.
And this, separate from all self reference, for you eon 
hardly realise how unimportant the result of our under­
taking or any 'undertaking, seem to me, except thni of 
leading th© nooicot- life. As remaking some of the eternal

Sophia Hipley to Holph Waldo Emerson, July £. A. 1.. S. ir. K. V. B. M.A. 
indorsed *1343* in Bmerson's hand.
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obstacles t© such a Ilf®, for my telt A others, I chiefly 
value our scheme, A gratefully accept cooperations but 
It Is not m  ©©operators tut as men A women that I lock 
on cur friends, A demand no more of them for bstng here, 
only hoping that a healthier atmosphere any furnish a 
better ehaac© for vigorous youth* 1 do not wish or need 
stronger persons about me her© than elsewhere, A am grate* 
fill for all the ornamental groups or solitary figures re­
posing In the shade at acoa— or gmsing on the setting sun? 
but Why do they not with clear strong vision meet his 
meridian glance & challenge him to run his race with them?
Why not live A move with head erect under .... his rays instead 
of waiting for the reflection of the last upon some flower or 
lake? Hsls worship of beauty A unceasing life search for It 
Is it not, after all, only living In the outskirts of truth. 
Beauty A truth are- sometime® told to us to be one, but ay In­
creasing conviction is, that beauty Is the attitude of truth, 
not truth itself, that w© may gas© on It forever, but it will 
not take us to the center*-A that its pursuit A study **• 
enervating crusting some of our strongest spirits. Let us 
live truly, A we shall be beautifbl, for in this seas© truth 
A beauty are one
M Srriuad. In 1843, as a guest rather than a member, was Albert 

Brisbane, the ardent disciple of the Breach philosopher Charles 
Fourier, *diose work he had popularised in the columns of Horace Cre@* 
ley* s $ribu**©, and his own IntorpretatIon of Fourier, called 1*he 
Social Destiny of Man. Hie system of Fourier was built on the 
foundation that mx all-wise Cod had decreed m% ordered universe.
The stars kept mathematically to their courses? there was a fired 
hierarchy in plant and animal life, fher© was th® potentiality of 
order in th® social' stmts of m m . Bank on rank, these different 
clauses of Interacting beings formed a great and universal unity.
?© achieve the society for idiioh it was intended, the human race

Sophia Blplsy to Ralph Waldo Person, Fuly 38, 1843. A. t. S. 
In R. V. s. M. A.

278 Su«»elX, op. clt., p. 81.
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had processed through four «k|i« of social tifastare, of which 
tho last, colled civilisation ,1s slowly giving wsy to a fifth, 
called mmr®n%ylm. In this stage of society, th© evils caused by 
tho competitive commerce of civilisation would ho chocked by a sys­
tem of guaranties. or agreements between th# different social groups.
The young would ho guaranteed education and care, the old, provision 
fa- their declining years. labor wold he entitled to & suitable 
wags, and a share in the profits of capital, There was one higher 
state, called Association, in which m m  would band together In 
communities celled phalanxes, so that each member could follow his 
chosen tfpe of labor, by which ell would benefit. A great advantage 
of this stage of society would he eeoneeyt each ceieemliy would have 
hat one kitchen, m m  building to house the body politic, end. one 
nti?s#xy to take care of the children. Had Fourier confined himself 
to practical suggestions, he had mmh to offer of value. He anticipated 
such developments as the apartment house, the day nursery, collective 
bMCgalalng, eld age insurance, profit sharing* There was a great 
deal that was humane In his principles. He placed th© blame for 
0th upon society. His reasons, However,; show M m  as mathematical 
rather thm  psychological. He deposited a universe of complete order 
and then subdivided. Everything that existed had its place, for 
which certain natural tendencies or passions fitted him. These 
tendencies are good n &  make for the universal unity. Thwart them,

«V*{t fburterlete Aid not call themselves so, but Association!sis. In 
the broadest sense, an;- persons who advocated living In an assoc 1**» 
tlon, for moral and economic reasons, were Assoc let lonists also.
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existed In their collection of th© relation of (led and nan* fhe 
transcendental view woe t h a t  the human mind could p e n e tra te  t r u t h ,  

which existed in the Bivine Mind, fhe springs tor action ley in 
contemplation, in inner questioning, fhe individual was free to 
consult hie reason or not, and act or not act on what he saw there* 
according to th# Fowrierlets, dot implanted certain tendencies or 
passions in ©veiy soul which he sent into th# world, in Just the 
correct proportions to fit that soul for its niche in the divine 
order of th# universe. Many ©f the results of the two doctrines 
were the same. . In either case, self trust became an obligation.
But Fourierism killed all th# spontaneity of th# 'transcendental 
theory. Once th© Indivldual was wound up and set ticking, contact 
ended.

fhe fact that Bipley was both mathematical and humanitarian 
must have contributed largely to his adoption of the views of 
Fourier, fhe total unity of the Fourler1stio universe, even when 
broken down into the categories of Fourier, which had no apparent 
basis in reason or fact, offered no repulsion to th© Brook Farm 
teacher of mathematics, fhe doctrine that everyone had a place In  

the sun appealed to his humanity, lo n g  ago he had viewed s o c ie ty  

with regret? here m s  & carefully considered s ta tem en t of the nature 
of the evil, fhe ideal society as seen by Fourier had all th© quali­
ties of a balanced equations on one side, all the individuals of 
the world, with all their Individual, divinely Implanted passions. 
on th# other, all th© different tasks In the world that should be 
done, fhe problem was to get the two together. In this, civilisation
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with its enforced labor was a contemptible failure, and on it 
rested the guilt of the crises which good and pure tendencies, 
perverted, produced.

Sophia, looking for some bond to strengthen the union 'between 
those whom her conscience would hare her accept, and her tastes 
reject, looked to community of purpose to form the bond. She wrote 
Margaret Fuller*

This oneness of purpose, including of course much 
kind consideration & tolerance, 1® the closest tie which 
can bind us to the majority of men, if the conscience, 
which demands some sort of time, is satisfied in Asso­
ciation, 4 to Association I purpose to devote my life; 
all relations but the nearest seam quite small & secondary, 
in presence of this purpose, except so far a® they throw light 
on its practical workings .... His fGeorge*s 1 heart warms 
to association on a great scale, & her© X warmly unit# to him.""'’

’ihe association on a grand scale was to cam© in the reorganisations
of 1844.

In December, 1823, George Bipley, V. H. Ghannlng, and Charles 
A. Dana, attended an Associatlonlst convention In Boston. Th# eon* 
vsatiea was not entirely a Fourierist affair* Min Ballou was there, 
urging Christ Ian communism. Butt th© followers of Fourier seem to 
have carried the day."

In January, 1844, the Brook Farm Association published the 
second edition of it® Constitution, with an Introductory Statement 
in acceptance of th® doctrines of th© French philosopher on universal 
and practical social arrangements. The suggestion v»s advanced that

rrm Sophia Ripley to Margaret Fuller, n.d. A. L. S. in H. G. X«.

1579 P*1 T»n.93-4
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Brook Farm Bo recognised By tho so in agreement with four i or as a 
practical trial of his views. Beorgenlsatlon Began on a such more 
complex system than had Boon in use Before, fhe "transcendental* 
period was over.

fhe never ending problem of financing the venture precipitated 
the adoption of Fourierism at Brook Farm. A crisis early in 18^3 had 
resulted In the enlargement• In the autumn of 18^3, there was another 
financial crisis* and grave doubts of their Being able to proceed 
further. Much was expected of the new type of organisation* which 
highly organised the industry of the place.280 There was another in­
ducement » which may have hastened the transition, fhe Bee Torkers*
Greeley* Bdmund tweedy* and Marcus Spring* were Fourierlsts* and in 
September* Xfi&3* Bipley was looking for "five men in Mew fork Oity 
who would dare to venture $200 each in the cause of social reform.*28*
At some time in the spring* Greeley and tweedy took stock in the enter­
prise.282 there are several interpretations of these facts! first* 
that llpley*s conviction of the soundness of Fourier’s system preceded 
the decision of the Mew Torkers to take stocks second* that Bipley 
allowed Brook Farm to follow the majority opinion of the Brook Farm 
Association* without whole heartedly agreeing with its third, that to 
receive the support of the Mew Torkers* he put through convictions 
which he did not share* which was tantamount to selling Brook Farm 
down the river, fhe most convincing picture is that of Bipley sincere 
But harried By circumstances of the emergency. Hie later efforts in 
the Behalf of Association were too hard* too self-sacrificing, and

280 Lite, p. 189-
281 George Bipley to Isaac Seeker* Sept. 18* 18^3. A.L.S. in Paulist Archives.
282 John Sullivan Dwight to George Bipley, Mar. l6,lSM>. A.L.S. in S.P.L.
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to o  loag to  a dm it o f  any o th e r  mot It# th a n  conviction.
I n  M arch, 184S, the Break Farm Bhslanx was incorporated, accord­

ing to the  law s  o f  th e  S t* 'to  o f  Hassaohusetts. In  th e  same y e a r, th® 

Asaoei&fcionls t  Journal, the Phalanx,was edited by Osborne K&edaniel, 
ro ve d  from  "lew Y ork to  B rook Fans, and was reissued i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  

form as the H a rb in g e r, Fhe latter was a weekly Journal o f  sixteen 
parses, printed i n  quarto fo rm . 'Smerson, whom Bipley solicited for 
contributions, refused flatly to write for any paper w hich  wo* com­
mitted to  a specific doctrine,*^® Accord in,-*: to th e  prospectus, th o  

HarMngar was '•devoted to the cause of a radical, organic, social 
reform*, of w hich F o u r ie r*©  principle of universal unity was th e  b a s is .

I t  w ould de fend  i t®  p r in c ip le ®  "w ith o u t any sectarian b ig o t r y * ,  in

OB4wnieh terms there seem.® to be a s l ig h t  contradiction.*" On each volume 
wms a  motto taken from the works 'of !5r. Chasmlng, who had died in  18421

O f modern civilisation, the natural f r u i t s  a re  con­
tent for Others* rights, fraud, oppression, a gambling 
s p i r i t  in trade, re c k le s s  adventure, anf commercial con­
v u ls io n s ,  a l l  tending to  im p o ve rish  th e  la b o re r  nnA to  
re n d e r every c o n d it io n  Insecure. B e l ie f  is to com®, and 
con o n ly  come from the  new a p p l ic a t io n  o f  Christian p r in ­
c ip le s ,  o f  U n iv e rs a l Justice ant* U n iv e rs a l lo v e , to  social 
institutions, to commerce, to  business, to a c t iv e  l i f e .

Among the c o n tr ib u to r®  to  th e  H a rb in g e r  i n  th e  cou rse  of Its e x is te n c e

were Brisbane, W. H. Ohaxmlng, Cranch, Dana, Dwight, Parke Qodvinj
dreeley, 7. Wentworth Hi&glnaon, James Bussell Lowell, W, w. story,
Frrasssis Oeorge Shaw, John $reenl®af ’rfhittler, 'Jill lam Bilory Oh aiming

103 mriffht, pp.103-4.

364 tlfa. p. 179.
'vsr" '“the Harbinger. I, p. 8, June IB, 1841.
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the Fourteristic doctrines which he advocated* It wee left to 
Bipley to defend the chases-ter -of Oreelsy In the gaFbingey, After 
a particularly vicious attack in the Hew York Facpress, Bipley* s 
umml quietly earnest tones became strident t

It 1® impossible to avoid the conviction in rend­
ing the. diatribes of the Brprestj that they are profited 
less by a true interest in W e  eiase of human Improvement 
than by m vindictive hatred to the Sdltor of the "Pribram ....
Bis popularity as Bditor has not made his bl®e~servf«c 
'end treacherous to-the cause of humanity* fhe Immense in­
fluence which ■ he wields, has. not been preserved by a cowardly 
adaptation of M s  convictions to the tone of public eeatl- 
jse&tv fhe heart of a brave and genuine man has heat in his 
ho sola, and. to Its high tsapulses he has never hesn false*
But this is an unpardonable of fens# in the eyes of those s9ie 
have fettered themselves to the dead cores®s of conservatism . * **^®
fhe attitude of the paper towards Fourier was defined by Bipley 

in answer to the attack in the Bemecratto Ip view, the paper of Orestes 
A* Browason, who, in the throes of his recent conversion to Catholicism, 
was even less Inclined than usual to - tolerancet

We trust that the public will one day understand, 
that as advocate® of Association, Fourier: la not our 
Master, but our Feaoher* Wo do not receive anything be­
cause it Is sot forth in hie writings, any further than 
is sustained by conclusive- evidence & facts* *. With the 
speculations of Fourier, which are-' admitted to be of th® 
boldest character, we have no practical concern whatever*
We m y  study his daring speculations on cosmogony, on the 
relation of the planets, with no purpose but that of mere 
literary curiosity; end. iss like, manner we may: read his 
descriptions of the possible conditions of society in the 
future ages of harmony, as if they were nothing but the 
dreams of a too ardent enthusiast*2®®

One of-:;the dreams- which..Bipley was anxiously repudiating was Fourier*®
speculations in regard to marriage, which were not to bo p u t into
practice until society had reached the perfection towards which It
was painfully tending*
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housa w i  th. Oottag., ahapad 115ca a Malteaa oroaa, containing a parlor
and a few 'bedrooms* '' dauTit Pilgrim Hell was a double house, with large,

pQ%bleak parlor®, and many bedrooms, 5 fhe Association hired one small house, 
outside the domain, called th© ITest.2^

in the summer of 1844, the Brook farmers set about the construction 
of the Phalanstery, a unitary building capable of holding the entire popu­
lation. It was an oblong wooden affair, one hundred ana seventy-fire feet 
long, three stories high, with galleries running the length of the build­
ing on both upper .stories. Besides a dining room, chapel, parlors, It 
Contained suites of apartments for the use of families, and private rooms. 
It Was designed to house one hundred mid fifty persons. 2fcr 1846, $7000 
had been spent ©n ft, and It was-estimated that $3000 m ore would put it.* 
into conditio^. A great mnoirnt of effort' and sacrifice also went into - 
the construction, fhe Brook farmers cheerfully economised on their &1- 

, ready Spartan diet i with a great deal of humor, and very little complaint. 
Then came the Brook yam tragedy. Htten work was resumed on tho now build­
ing, on March 3, 1846, a dance was held in celebration. At quarter before 
nine, it was discovered that the building was on fire. The dancers, 
carrying futile buckets of water, rushed out into the ©now, and watched 
the fire spread through the unfinished rooms, where the lathes ware un­
protected by plaster. All that was rescued was a couple of tool chests, 
fhe building was uninsured. White with despair, some of the farmers

39P m , p.6.v I

Swift, op. ©it.. v* SB.    >
Bussell, op. clt«, pp. 66-7.

SB 8
^<w5j!lan> op. elt.. pp. 193-7; Bussell op, ©It., pp. 136-6.
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Bask, Dew Jersey, although Oreelegr promised the first one hundred dol­
lars he got which did not Belong to someone else, Two people sent gifts 
of money; one of them who sent $100, suggested with the mathematical in* 
terest In multiplying the improbable which marked the Fourier!sts, that 
if ninety-nine other people did the same, their worries would Be over.
But the handwriting was unmistakably on the wall.

However imperturbably Oeorge may haw© conducted himself after the 
fire, Sophia seems to have miff ©red some form of Breakdown. On April I®,
Marianne Dwight, a sister of John Soli lean Dwight, wrote that Sophia had

300Been quite ill, mid though Better, was far from well. It nee 1846 or
even s&Tlier, a new interest, Catholicism, had entered her thoughts.
There is no record how strongly or how early her mind had turned in that 
direction. There were some Spanish Catholics at Brook Farm* in 1844, Both 
Browns on and Becker had Become members of that church. Whenever the ideas 
came to her, it seems as if, when one hope disappeared in the Blase of the 
Fhal&astery, the other filled Its space in her mind. By autumn, 1846, 
she was in a state of spiritual exaltation. She wrote her cousin Bath 
Charlotte Dana, who *lov©d to say that she had come into the Church Be­
fore Mewman had made it the fashion*, ®^&n& described her state of mlndf

Your kind letter of invitation to the sea shore came 
following many kind messages from you, none the less kind Be­
cause they were all unnecessary for if you had said not a word,
& I had a spare day I should fly to you at your new home... It 
would delight my heart to fIpd ttr© or three day®, or even one, 
to epend with you, But it seems now idiolly out of the question,

'Amy fc." Seed, ;ed., ::tettsi»a from Brook Farm. 1844-47 (Pettghkeepai©,
Yasser College, 19S)S p, ‘ T € C ’ "'" ~"w 'rr

'801 Ceorgina. Pell Curtis, Some Bonds to Some in America (St. Louis, Mo.,
B. H.rd.r, 1909), p. SiBE
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& I  have found  such to a fa c t io n  in  :.;y o ccu p y tio n ?  t h is
ouiu '••■r th a t  i  canno t r e a l ly  r e g re t  on. th in g  x lo « «  by them.
I  canno t lo o k  a t  them in  t h a t  . .o in t  o f vir-.?. Mean w h ile  we a,
^ re  n o t -e pa r& ted . I f e e l  you M w *ys n ear to  me. I t  i s  
tru e  th a t  rfhere th e re  is  any sympathy i - a t ^ e n  be ings o f  the  
Lz.iL* h in d r  d , th e re  i s  a m y s tic  t i e  o f u n io n  that, h in d s  th e r j  
each so u l haa * fra g ra n c e  f o r  the  o th e r ,  th a t  do rs  n o t b re a th e  
fro m  m ere ly  se le c te d  f r ie n d s h ip s .

'She t  g lo r io u s  summer w eather vc- have had, p a r t i c u la r ly  the 
l a s t  two o r  th re e  weeks• I  canno t d e s c r ib e  to  v o u . tho  ja y  o f  
my p h y s ic a l e x is te n c e  those h o t te s t  d pys. I t  se-ised to  me I  
had a g lim pse  o f  th a t  m y s tic  a t*  fce where' the body- is  g lo r i f i e d  
& th© s o u l a ided  & suppo rted  by i t  In  i r  s h ig h e s t a c t io n .
I  t r o d  on s i r ,  my b ra in  was c le a r ,  my a , . i r i t  •'-.•« r  k , no crr u n t 
o f  la b o r  wea too  g re a t f o r  me, fo u r  o f  f i v e  bouts le e p  kz 
a l l  I  re q u ire d .  I  rose  a t  i f  & went th ro u g h  th- ^oods & 
across the  f i e ld s ,  & ® ost lo v e ly  vM jc , to  the r i v e r  w ith  the g i r l s ,  
& th e re  s>e were in  th e  r i v e r  w s j.tin g  tn«* s u n - r is e .  M i  the  lo n g  
eveM  were ©per.t in  th~ woods o r v ie in g  In  toe  g e rd e a .. . .

I  hav-” eoso. f in e  boy a w ith  re  & my schoo l io  d e l ig h t ­
f u l — A o s t r e v e re n t ly  d id  x co n sec ra te  i t  a t  i t s  open ing  a t  
$•■•■-# Y^er to  our b le sse d  M other & lie  eh I  t e l l  ,; ou how te n d e r ly  
fho  has guarded i t  ever g n ic e . Thank you f o r  th - l i s t a m p . —
1 ear i t  c o n s ta n t ly  as n ta lis m a n . On F r id a y  1 -&£ in  town 
co u ld  as w e ll  a;; n o t have heard B ishop Hughes fu n e ra l ^ersnon-‘-p^
& att*-Tid&d h ig h  mo.ss— b u t d id  n o t know or i t  t i l l  too I t . te  X 
s r -  th re e  o r  fo u r  :,eople who • ere  the re#  • • .

Can X d e s c r ib e  to  you  my h o r ro r  when th--- lr . t  o f  S ept 
came & I  found  yo u r autumn b re v ia ry  in  my drawer? 1 hope you have 
re c ^  i t  s a fe ly  lo n g  s in c e . Do send me a rood boo a to  r r r ;d .
1 am h u n g e ring  & t h i r s t i n g .  1 so a t  to  rend you sooo t r a n s la ­
t io n s  from  French a s s o c ia t iv e  papers in  the  la te  numbers o f  the 
H a rb in g e r, showing the p o s it io n  & o u r P h a la n e to r i& n  fr ie n d ©  
to  the C a th o lic  °h u rc h — w i l l  you reed them? Th'* H a rb in g e r is  lik e - 
a p re c io u s  s h ie ld  to  me, & I  would n o t aea i t  used f o r  c u r l ­
p a p e rs , o r  la a p - l ig h t e r s , e xce p t to  l i g h t  a to rc h  b e fo re  the  
Image o f  o u r H o ly  M other . George has le n t  me to o # a rem arkab le  
l e t t e r  from  M r. Brownaon to  him to  ehov to  you .-*J-*

W ith  B rook f  arm, th in g s  war© go ing  «?;? b a d ly  r-.s p o r r ib l ^ .  E a r ly  the

fo l lo w in g  yea r ,  i t  was too c l^ a r  tho t  iM - e n te r  ...rise o v e r, b ip le y

s t i l l  worked ha rd  on the H a rb in g e r, and to  prosiot€ the  d o c tr in e s

By th is  b is h o p .

Bo, h i  a B ip le y  to  B uth  C h a r lo t te  D-;na, S e p t. IT ,  1*U6. A .L .S . in  M .H.S.
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Fourier, gase a lecture on February 4, 184?, called The Grounds of 
Association In the Spiritual Bature of Man. but far Brook Fara itself, 
little could be done. On March 4, 1847, at a meeting of stockholders 
and creditors, Bipley was authorised to let the t&rm for cite year fro® 
March 1, for $860; and the Keith let for $100 or sore. On April IB, 
at a stockholders1 Meeting, Bipley was authorised to transfer the pro-'
perty of th® Corporation to three trustees, that they night dispose of

£50 £5It at the best possible adssntcge, v These trustee® were Theodore 
Parker, George 8. Bussell, and Samuel P. Teel. At a Meeting of the 
America Union of As social ionlet s, on May 12, Dwight* s notions that the 

should be continued at Brook Fans until October first, that
the editors be giwen a salary of $6.00 a week; that the Association 
assume the expenses of the Barbinger,. and that the Bxecuilve Committee 
Make arrangements for the establishment of the Harbinger in Hew York the
following autumn, with an editor in Boston and on® in Hew Yeik, were all

306unanimously accepted. In JUly, George Bipley was named General Agent, 
and P&rke Godwin editor of the Harbinger for the following autumn. He
was to be assisted by Bipley and Dana in Hew York, and by Bwight and .'

gQpW. H. Chaim i rig in Boston. On October 30, appeared th® last number of 
the Harbinger to be published at Brook Fhras.

In th® last spring at Brook Farm, when, arrangements had been com­
pleted for leasing it, George published in tho Christian Kxaalner his

304 Swift, ^P* ■36.
306 Ibid., p. 36.
306 Harbinger, If, p. 176, May 39, 1847.
307 Ibid., Y, p. Ill, July 34, 1847.
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only poem of which there la any recent* Even the banality ©f the piece 
does not disguise the fact of hi® obvious sincerityt

m i  M m $  of ths fast
$y buried dsysf~~in bitter tears 

I sit beside your tomb,
And ghostly forms of vanished years 
flit through ay spirit’s gloom*

In throngs around ay soul they press,
They fill ay dreamy sight 

With visions of past loveliness,
And shapes of lost delimit*

like angels of the lord they move 
Bach on his' mystic vay,~~

These buried messengers of love,
These heralds of the day.

And as they pass the conscious air 
f« stirred to music round, ,

And verily a murmur of harmonious prayer 
Is breathed along the ground.

And sorrow dies from out my heart,
In exhalations sweet,

And the bands ©f life which she did part 
In blessed union meet.

She past and future o’er my head 
Their sacred grasp entwine,

And the eyes of all the holy dead 
Around, before me shine*

And I rise to life and duty.
From nights of fear and death,

With a deeper sense of beauty,
And a fhller strength'of faith.

The wrench of leaving West Roxbury must have been more painful to 
0eos£« than to Sophia, who was being attracted deeper and deeper into 
the mysteries of Catholicism. In their last month at Brook Form, she 
wrote Bath Charlotte Banal

309 MS,. P. 197.
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. . .  I have been v e ry  much- engaged el th  te a c h in g  ft company, ft 
then  you a re  so ne a r -me always- t h a t  X have to  withdraw m y s e lf fro m  
you t o 'write* J u l ia  has by t h is  tim e  written to  you, o r  to ld  you 
o f  our p le a s a n t Sunday, X accepted  th e  c ro s s  o f  go in g  w ith  th e  
person  o f  my a cqua in tan ce  who has a lw ays had in  th® g re a te s t  
gre® th a t  m ix tu re  o f  h a tre d  ft con tem pt f o r  the  C a th o lic  C hurch , so 
common among Brno testae, ts, a parson -of the  c o o le s t ,  keenest ft moat 
s u b t le  i n t e l l e c t ,  ft one who o u t Emersoned, Emerson, in  hie s c e p t i­
cism-* He, f o r  the f i r s t  t im e , on this v i s i t ,  spoke r e s p e c t fu l ly  
o f  th e  chu rch* so much so , th a t  I  was able to  tall him  a l l  th a t  was 
in  ay s o u l abou t i t ,  w h ich  c o u ld  b# spoken o u t j  for he has spiri­
tual tendencies,1 ft many o th e r  f in e  t r a i t s  w h ich  have a lw ays bound 
me to- him.*..He warns me however a g a in s t go ing  any further than 
m e re ly  in d u lg in g  my sentiments by a tte n d in g  c h u rc h , ta lk ®  of the 
charm b e in g  broken if I should e n te r  i t  ftc* all o f  w h ich  proved to 
m® how l i t t l e  on® can penetrate i n t o  the  c o n d it io n  of another 
merely by i n t e l l e c t u a l  perception a however acute th e y  may b e , - . , .
But X have not told you how divinely th e  service penetrated in t o  
m y-sou l last’&\md&y* It was in te n s e ly  solem n, sweet ft elevating**•• 
L t  me t e l l  you som ething sweet, th a t  I  dare n o t m ention  to  any­
one near me* Keep i t  to  y o u r s e l f  dear. My darling Bicola&lto i s  a 
poet in  h is  f e e l in g s ,  ft .•sometimes w r ite s  v e ry  p r e t t y  S pan ish  
verses* Once last winter he brought a-socnt to me.to translate. •
I never wrote a couplet ia life, but for him who has concentrated 
upon himself a large share of my sisterly. ft maternal love I can do 
almost anything, ft under the inspiration of my affection I trene- 
la ted it: pretty well, -Last week, in th# midst of a good deal of 
hurry ft confusion, he brought urn -some more lines ft earnestly be­
sought me to do them into English. I kept them by me for two or 
three days ft .could do nothing with thamj fas about returning the®, 
when early in the aornE, I said "Our Blessed. Mother lend me words, 
by -*hich X may prepare this little pleasure for thy son, ft 
instantly 1 vut pen to paper ft -the tords flowed into quite har­
monious verse to the end without, a moments delay! I told it to 
1— ft X doubt if he- ever met >‘-ith anything in his religious ex­
perience -*hich 1 ouched his heart so.

We go to S# X*— Monday (6 th )

Monday came, th e  Ripleys took a l a s t  look a t  th e  farm, and turned 
their fa ce s  toward Xorfc. Only a few  stragglers stayed on to  finish 
th© affairs of th# once populous community* T*o years later, on April
13 , 1&49, the  p la ce  was mid a t  a u c t io n  f o r  $17, 445. th e  Brook $‘®rm 
experiment was over.

309Sophia Ripley to Ruth Charlotte Lana, &ept* 3, 1847* A* L.S. in I* K, S.



csiAFm mxt
slow m k w  or thi kassxhokr

It m s  not th# ffeult o f  Mr* A lle n ,  w©ll~man»©red Yarik©# p u b l is h e r  

of 'the Harbinger, Ihut he had to f i r #  hi# foreman four days befare th #  

f i r s t  Wew Yo?k number of that proper ve n t to p re s s , fo  George, accustomed 
t o  th e  QBftQT cooperation o f  th e  Brook Farrs p r in t e r s ,  thi :?. m is t  11 ere 

seemed a had ©men.. The next morning the substitute mds hi# *pr©*?*:'.e©, 
"A met detmre dolorous looking gentleman.*•.In a very rusty black coat 
& a Tory white crmvet, looking like a decayed Methodist minister. »*3X0 
T h is  'uninspiring gentlemen had good reference# so matters were c a r e f u l ly  

explained to him, and Ripley went about his business, confident that on 
Friday, November 6, the paper would he ready for mailing. On Wednesday 
n ig h t  Rtnley found that practically nothing had keen don©. *Dln© m s  

the haste of Thursday,-" dir© the wrath o f  A lle n ,  numerous th© m is p r in ts ,  

and. even w ith  th© lo a n  o f  a. good foreman th e y  got th© p a p e r out two day# 

late.
To Ripley, harassed  by un pa ck in g , ' preparing an o f f i c e  n t  9 Spruce 

S tre e t,  and a l l  th© cares of being G eneral Aĝ nfc of the American tfhian 
o f  A#«ocicitlonlsts, th e  th in g  had a nightmarish q u a l i t y  on "y  e x c e lle d

310 Ripley t© .Tohn 3ulllr?m Dwl̂ jht, Rbr. 6, 1847, A. L. S. I.;::



by the  la n k ,  s k in n y , dappled appearance o f  the  new e d it io n  o f  th® 

Harbinger*
R ip le y ’ s f i r s t  weeks in  N e* fo r k  were di«heartening. F o r the  bene­

f i t  o f  the  faithful Xhright, who was h av in g  h is  own d iscou ragem ents  in 
B oston , he k e p t in  h is  le t t e r s  the ease humorous, courageous tone  w hich 

had cheered th e  B rook * arm®re in  t h e i r  d a rk  h o u rs , b u t  now and then the 
d iscou ragem en t b ro ke  th ro u g h .

X need n o t  ask you to  w r i te  me,, often d voluminously-,—
X do n o t  mean as an E d i to r ,  b u t as a p r iv a te  in d iv id u a l !  f o r  
i f  you f e e l  th e  d e s ire  f o r  com m unication w ith  o ld  f r ie n d s  as 
much as I  do , y o u r pen w i l l  ru n  on a i l  fo u r® . In  f a c t ,  my 
l i f e  in  B e w -fo rk  i s  J u s t what 1 exp ec te d , s la v is h  & shabby 
i n  the  h ig h e s t d e g re e ,— I  have to  s i t  a t  the* desk in  ip ru c e  
S t .  ab ou t 7 hour® on a s t r e tc h ,  fu n c t io n a t in g £  s l c j  as & 
c le r k  o f  th e  Am. Onion* I  don ’ t  go in t o  Broadway a t  a l l j  & 
on th e  -*ho le ,  X fa n c y , th e  l i f e  i s  what Hobbes e le g a n t ly  c a l l s  
a *n a s ty  l i f e * * .  W ith  a l l  th e  .p e r p la x i t ie s  & sho rt-com ing®  o f  
B rook Farm , 1 miss i t s  freedom  & g e n ia l i t y ,  & -sere i t  n o t  f o r  
p le a s a n t F la tb u a h , w hich i s  t r u ly  an "O a s is  i n  th e  d e s e r t*  X 
would d ie  i n  th e  d i t c h  very soon. 'But. s a t i s ,  superpue s a t is  
o f  t h i s .  D o n 't  t h in k  lo s in g  ay good s p i r i t s  o r  my
s ld e ra a n ic  p ro p o r t io n  &

Th# Flatbush o f  which he spoke -vas a t  th a t  t i n *  a V i l la g e .  There  

George and Bophia  had taken  a room, ®nd G eorge, lo o k in g  a t  the  p r e t ty  

v i l l a g e ,  t r ie d  ha rd  to  fo r g e t  th® g ra y  Rovember h i l l s  o f  West B o xb ury , 

th e  s la te  g ra y  H ive  and Aerie, the  d a rk  ''Colored Cottage, and th e  b la c k  

ru in ®  of th e  P h a la n s te ry . By day , he followed th© l o s t  cause o f  A sso c ia ­

t i o n ,  t r y in g  to  spread f a r  and .w ide  th® d o c tr in e s  o f  F o u r ie r ,  in  th e  hope 

th a t  some day, somewhere, a g roup o f  people would be a b le  to  fo rm  & s o c ie ty  

in  w hich to  l i v e  u s e fu l and com ple te  l iv e s  w ith o u t b e in g  warped by th e  

p re ssu re  of c i v i l i s a t i o n 's  in ju s t i c e s .  In  th© e ve n in g , he a tte n d e d  the 
o c c a s io n a l s ta te  fu n c t io n s  o f  th® A s s o c ia t io n is ts .  O c c a s io n a lly  he went on 

le c tu r e  t r i p s  to  Philadelphia, C in c in n a t i  and. o th e r  c i t i e s .

311 • George R ip le y  to  Jo h n  S u l l iv a n  D w ig h t, Bov. 3 , 13 A7. A. L .  A . in  B. P.
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The Harbinger was Hi .ley* s particular orry . On him, zs the odd 
job man, fell the work of getting it out. Bo crisis was as bad as the 
first one, but he was plagued by a thousand details. He wrote Dwight!

Indeed, have needed an angel to set us right, for it 
seems as if all the petty, unexpected, little imps & demons 
that could be produced, were hovering over the first steps of 
the new Harbinger, to give it a most annoying trial, on its 
entrance to the high, brilliant, & powerful life, to which I 
am sure it is destined.

For example!
First, there was a mistake in measuring the paper....2d.

The type was altogether too small. 3. Bad ink. 4* Horrid Press work* 
done in a hurry & at night. This was partly occasioned by the 
blunders of that confounded socdologer of a foremanf partly, by 
the blunders of the compositors, a choir of journeymen & appren­
tice®, as unlike our choice little group of dear Charley &
Willard & &c. as Scotch snuff is unlike gold dust.^^

The Harbinger staff consisted of Parke Godwin, who wrote editorial?,and
theatre reviews; Henry James, who did anything; Dana, who'wrote the
foreign articles and local news; and Ripley whose specialty seems to
have been miscellany and addenda. Perhaps there was a beneficent,
numbing power in so much hard work. The regrets and homesickness for
Brook Farm could be shrouded with dridgery. One morning, however, as
he get out to the office, the Association, and the bad-tempered Parke
Godwin, he noticed 4hat after a soft, mild rain, the December grass in
Pl&tbucfh was as green as the Brook Farm meadow in June.

The Harbinger was still a paper with too limited an interest to
sail many subscriptions. With almost ©very article of every issue

George Ripley to John Sullivan Dwight, &ov. 22, 1847. A. L. S. in B. P. L*
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s la n te d  to  the party lire, it had a c e r ta in  monotony which must h o w  

tired I t s  readers* I t  was in c o n t in u a l need of ftimncird aid, from th e  

a f f i l i a t e d  unions, o r  from  th e  r ic h  friends o f  Association. I t s  "budget 
was mlnimm, and its salaries can be Judged from the fact that th e  weakly 
p a y  f o r  the General Secretary, SijlBf, arid, f o r  th re e  e d ito r s ,  Dana, God-' 

w in , and Dwight, totaled $£8.00 each w e e k . B y  O ctobe r, 1343, there 
were suggestions for easing the burden on the budget, such as iamtim?
I t  m o n th ly  in s te a d  o f  w ee k ly .

On February 3, 1849, a notice to the effect thr-t m change of form 
was co n te m p la te d  in  the  im m ediate future, appeared in  th e  Her b in d e r . On 

February 10, a notice, signed by G re e le y , announced a m ee ting  o f  th e  

Sxecubive Committee for Wednesday, February 15. .Another n o t ic e ,  o f  th e  

same d a te , told the readers that a f t e r  the E x e c u tiv e  Committee meeting, 
the n e x t number o f  th e  Harbinger w ould  be of n smaller sire, o r  be     M m  il *

p u b lis h e d  m o n th ly  in s te a d  o f  w ee k ly ; s u b s c r ip t io n s  would Is© completed, in

th e  new fo rm . B ip le y  knew that th e  new H a rb in g e r would n e ve r apnear*

From Boston, where he was s ta y in g , he wrote Farke Godwin, who was putting
o u t the Harbinger and s n a r l in g  as ha d id  sot

43 C hestnu t S t. Boston
Feb. 1st 1848 [misdated for 1849]

My dear Godwin

Tour pathetic description of your sufferings, u n d e r th e  
accumulated burdens that were loosed upon you, was a f fe c t in g  
in th e  extreme, & gave me a lively sense o f  your readiness to  do 
dare or suffer in  a righteous cause. I am glad you d id  n o t 
attempt to alleviate your misery, by lo o k in g  ».t Allen over your

° George Hipley to Aug. £8, 1848. A.L.S. in B.F.l.
'6l4i George Hipley to John Sullivan Dwight, 'Oct. 13, 1848. .A. 1.8. in r.F.t.
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spectacles, pitching the office boys out of the window, drown­
ing Whitley in hie own paint pots, or smothering Potter in hie 
enchanting files of old newspapers. In epite of your torments, 
you have certainly done justice to the Harbinger during my 
absence A J.S.D's silence. The jokes are as piquant, the anec­
dotes as sparkling, the miscellany as readable, A the editorials 
as fresh, saucy, A esthetic as if you had the whole force, horse, 
foot A dragoons In the field.

“The dangerous illness11 of your “accurate A patient* ally 
is visible only in the wretched deviltry, which the types are 
made to enact by our awfully consistent printers, Hron be­
ginning to end how faithful they have been to their vocation 
of blundering, A in the next number, 1 suppose they will give 
us the swan-song of the Harbinger in some new perversity of 
type-metal, to the astonishment of an admiring world.

1 am sorry the Harbinger is destined to suoh an untimely 
end, although 1 shall not join In any funeral wail at Its 
demise. 1 have long felt that there was not compactness enough, 
nor vitality In our movement to authorise any very extensive 
operations, A that those of us who relied upon it for a support 
were neither in an enviable or true position. 1 do not however 
regret any labour I have bestowed upon it, A taking all things 
into account, 2 presume I may cherish the consciousness that 2 
have given to it not less than X have reed. I am sure there 
are seal A justice enough, among our friends to make Tweedy good 
for his very liberal advances, A there are still some small 
assetts Ole] of the Harbinger, in the shape of unpaid sub­
scriptions A amounts due for advertising which X reckon will pay 
off all the small unsettled balances against us. 2 wonder if 
anything has been heard from the $50, forwarded to Oonslderant 
through Osborne McDaniel some time ago. A small invoioe of 
books was ordered for Mr Durant of Hew Orleans at the same time, 
from which It is now more than time that we had some returns.

2 suppose though the Harbinger has stopped, the office 
will not be closed at once, at any rate, I  must bespeak house- 
room A hospitality for my traps A exuviae, until ay return, 
which is still quite uncertain, although 2 hope to be well 
enough to be in Hew-York before the close of next week. 2 am 
on the mending hand, though my hand mends slowly. The rheu­
matism proper has left me, but it is followed by » very im­
proper swelling of the wrist-joint accompanied by neuralgia, 
which occasions a good deal of suffering. My hand Is still 
entirely useless A motionless, except as it is moved by «os« 
external force. 2t represents the not me assuming the right 
hand as the me.
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I do not go in for the plan of attempting to revive the 
Harbinger in Boston, & can take no part in it, if undertaken.
I wish to return to He* York, & should like to obtain some 
employment (preferring a connection with the press) that will 
enable me to remain there. If any feasible thing occurs to you, 
pray keep your eye upon it.

Make my best remembrances to Tweedy & James & believe me
Xrs ever faithfully....

Late In March Ripley had a long talk with Godwin and Tweedy. The 
latter went over tlse subscription lists, with a distinctly unfavorable 
resultj there was too great a deficiency to authorise proceeding fur­
ther with the magazine. After much discussion with Henry Jam^s, it was 
decided that Godwin.'.should consult those friends from whom financial 
aid was expected. The resulting plan was to put out & non-sectarian 
reform magazine, called The Hew Tj-AT.8. or something to that effect.

I shall do what I can, C wrote Ripley to BwightJ which 
Heaven knows, is little enough for the encouragement of the 
proposed Magazine, but, as it is not to be distinctly an
Associative work, but to assume a radical, trenchant, & I
fear, destructive character, I confess A cannot give it a very en­
thusiastic er even cordial sympathy. It is intimated that the tone

hi? George Ripley to Parke Godwin, Feb. 1, 18-48 C®i dated for 1849?J 
A.L.S. in Hew -‘•ork Public Library. This letter and signature are 
in Sophia's hand. Hereafter this library will b© referred to as 
H.Y.P.L. In Life, p. 198, Frothingham cites Ripley to the effect that 
he w&b not notified of the suspension of the Harbinger. If this 
letter is of Feb. 1, 1849, instead of 1848, the statement of frothing­
ham is erroneous. There is good re son for supposing the letter to be 
of 1849* In Feb. 1848, there is no record of any plan to discontinue 
the Harbinger, but in August 1843, a plea went out to supporter© of 
thep&per for assistance, and in October, Ripley told Dwight that plans 
for reduction in size or’ change of the Harbinger to a monthly were 
seriously considered. Again, Ripley crippled with rheumatism in 
1849, fisthe letter of Mar. 26, to John Sullivan Dwight, Indicates.
Georg© Ripley was precise ©bout dating his letters, but Sophia, in 
whose hadd thie letter is written, was very careless. As it wa© early 
in theyear, possibly she misdated this letter which sae wrote for George.
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o f  the  h a rb in g e r,w a s  to o  m ild ,  too  c o n c i l ia t o r y ,  & h^nce too  
n e g a t iv e , u n t i l  i t  became s le e p y , te d io u s , & e f fe c t iv e / le s s .
As these  t r a i t s ,  in  my o p in io n , ''ere the  g lo r y  & honor o f  the  
H a rb in g e r, & made i t  s ig n a l ly  conspicuous above th e  s p o u tin g  
& s p lu t te r in g  o f  the  re fo rm  p ress  in  g e n e ra l,  X canno t b u t th in k  a 
work commencing on o p p o s ite  p r in c ip le s ,  would be in  danger o f  
h u r ry in g  to  the  d e v i l ,  b o th  the  course w hich i t  supr o r t s ,  & the  
men, whom i t  e n l i s t s .  Then, Godwin, as we a l l  know, i s  too 
much o f  a C a lib a n , o r  wa n n ib & l, to  make c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  him 
px e a sa n t. In d e e d , I  d o n * t see, a lth o u g h  he is  r e a l ly  so good 
& n o b le  & t 'h e a r t ,  how anyone can work under h im , o r  o ve r h im , 
o r  w ith  hxm, w ith o u t extrem e annoyance; & f o r  h im s e lf ,  he 
d e c id e d ly  p re fe rs  to  w r ite  o r  f i g h t  (w h ich  w .th  him  is  p r e t ty  
much th e  eaaie th in g )  on h is  own hook, to  jo in  hands w ith  even an 
a rc h a n g e l. On th e  w ho le , i f  I  am a b le  to  w r ite  a n y th in g , I  fe e l  
r a th e r  more s t r o n g ly  drawn to  g iv e  i t  to  P a rk e r, & have i t  appear 
w ith  th e  p a te n t Boston stam p, than to  make I t  p a r ty  to  t h is  new 
p lo t .

We a re  a bou t le a v in g  P la tb u s h , & in d e e d , a lre a d y  we a re  in  
N. Y. most o f  th e  tim e  a t  ou r o ld  q u a r te rs  in  9 th .  S t .  My s is t e r
i s  y e t  undecided  what arrangem ent- to  make f o r  h e r s e l f .  M rs. E.
i s  a t  work a t  e s ta b lis h m e n t o f  he r c la s s e s , w ith  g re a t encourage­
ment fro ®  f r ie n d s ,  & good p ro s p e c ts  o f  success. I  am s t i l l  seeking 
a " s ite r v a t io n ®  (how much i t  look© l i k e  s ta r v a t io n ,  th a t  word) 
b u t as y e t  have had no decen t o f f e r ,  e x c e p t a p a r t i a l  p ro p o sa l 
fro m  G re e le y  to  work n e a r ly  th e  whole n ig h t  a t  h is  o f f i c e  a l l  week 
lo n g  a t  |1 2 .  I  may. be In d u c e d ito - a cce p t t h i s , b u t I  fe a r  my h e a lth ,  
a t  le a s t  f o r  th e  p re s e n t i s  h a rd ly  adequate to  th e  u n d e r ta k in g .

I  am a tte m p tin g  to  I n s t i t u t e  a correspondence w ith  s e v e ra l 
p a p e rs , f o r  w hich I  hope to  re c e iv e  < to  5 d o l la r s  each p e rkw e e k .. . .

I  am s lo w ly  g a in in g  in  p o in t  o f  h e a lth .  My arm i s  s t i l l  in  a 
s l in g ,  b u t b e g in s  to  p r o te s t  a g a in s t the  bondage, & c a l l  f o r  
emancipa t i o n .

The successor to  th e  H a rb in g e r was W. H. Ch&nning1s S p i r i t  o f  th e  Age,

w ith  w hich  R ip le y  had l i t t l e  c o n n e c tio n . The A s s o c ia t iv e  movement as d y in g

o u t in  i^ w  Y o rk , and R i^ le y  r e a l is e d  th a t  f o r  th e  t im e , a t  le a s t ,  n o th in g  

c o u ld  be done ab o u t th e  cause in  which he was so d e e p ly  in te r e s te d .  By May 

he was " l i t e r a r y  a s s is ta n t "  on th e  s t a f f  o f  the  Mew York T r ib u n e  , re v ie w in g  

books and t r a n s la t in g  fo r e ig n  m a te r ia l .  H is  re fo rm in g  days were ove r and 

a new c & ro e r, w hich was to  l a s t  u n t i l  th e  end o f  h ie  lo n g  l i f e ,  had begun.

316
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w t s Xa apt*

At 90m  tin* between &m%'m1b»*9t&4P, end tiareh, 104®, Staphim bee### 
a  m m h m r  of t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church. I n  the order* of tmr  r e l i g i o n s  # * ~  

pori*»ao#p nngr senne of jp*iof «t th# closing of Brook Feara* m i  drowned. 
from the point of rliw of her religion, dho b#&n*t to r*$*rd th# &a#e©to»
U w  *xp#rl©#»l it® unfortunate. til the atr#nt iat#n*lty of which
oho m i  0I 1#  e n t e r e d  l a t e  t h e  b e l i e f ®  a n d  o t m m « w  o f  h e r

n « v  e h u r o h *  *fhl® 'mtsmrnb1 #  i a * t l t s * i i e a  o f f e r e d ,  n o t  o i x l j  t h e  0 X 0 0 0 ,  h n r d ,  

c o n t r o l .  t h e o lo g f l c a l  r o a e o n in ® #  o f  %hm F a t h e r s ,  t i n t  a l s o  a  d i f f o * # ,  w h i t e  

m m  o f  n g w t l a l s a *  S o io h ia  d i d  n o t  d l * t l s d c u i * h  g r v e t l F  b e i i /# » n  V 'e  tw o #  '’>▼  

hern long tmjhi in t h e  As*re#ali«& aoheol to turn the seer t" * unseen, 
h e r  t e ^ T i h - i t l r e  ssind s # l * * &  a t  s i g n *  an d  p o r t e n t s #  flhe # r t  e t  th n  f e e t  

o f  p r i e s t s  «i»5 s a m e , trod l i s t e n e d  t o  t h e i r  © n a o le e ,  d r i n k  la ic  i n  a l i k e  

h o l ^  w in d o w  bj*& s h e e r  p l a t i t u d e .  f b r  h e r  d i r e c t o r  eh #  c h o s e  n i l l t r m t  

Bishop Thiish##, who h e d  neither t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  n o r  the t r a i n i n g  o f . t h e  

t tro a a o # jid # n tn X  l e t #  o f  h e r  formr  d n jre ,  h u t  W hen ? •? * *»  o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  c o s e *  

o f  oonec ienc#  hod if  i r o n  c o n s id e ra b le  p r e e t iG r i  v iadots* In  n ^ re h , I f 4 0 ,  # * *  

w e n t  tn rm iy fh  a  o u r im i#  o r i e l *  o f  c o n s c ie n c e ,  o o r p e m M #  t o  e e n v e r c lo n  m o r s
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the Methodists. She described it to Buth Charlotte leas, who had
▼isited her the previous week.

Sunday morng 1 woke leas before light* & my thoughts 
fastened themselves on a subject* 1 often mentioned to you 
when you were here* the coldness of the heart in Protestantism*
<1 my own very cold heart in particular. A clear revelation of 
myself was made to me as never before. 1 saw that all through 
my life my ties with others were those of the intellect A 
imagination, A not warm human heart ties; that 1 do not love 
any one A never did* with the heart* A of course never could 
have been worthy in any relation. Bvery part of my life was 
more clearly explained to me than ever before, A 1 saw what 
had caused my greatest difficulties A trials. 1 saw above all 
that my faith la the church was only a reunion of my intellect 
with Aedi that In the region of intellect it was growing clearer 
and firmer every days that it filled my Imagination completely,
A that these fluttering useless joys* that I experienced in com­
mon with many other converts from Protestantism* were from a 
gratified imagination A act a sanctified heart. I saw that faith 
requires to strike root in the heart* A if the stony soil refuses 
to receive it* it has nowhere to plant itself A therefore has no 
root at all. X saw how, all through my life, I had been trying 
to do good to people to repair the injury of this deathlike cold­
ness, A yet It never brought me into kind A equal relations, A 
persons never claimed from me little, loving acts of sweetness* 
but only help in great emergencies. All this did not throw me 
into an agitated state of mind* nor cause me the least remorse 
(A this was only one more proof of my ley condition). X looked 
on it as a dreadful fact that the heart of a human being should 
be turned to stone, then, how unworthy was X of the privileges 
of the ohureh. I determined to make a clean breast of it to ay 
Blessed Director, take this heart out A let him see that it was 
all of stone; A calmly teke the consequences. X supposed he 
would tell me that he should have known this before, that my Faith 
could not be worthy the name A until warmth could melt my heart,
X was unworthy of the communion of the Blessed Sacrament. fhe 
me m g  was beautiful, the birds singing, the sun rising as I walked 
through the still streets; A though X was travelling along with a 
load heavier than any poor beast of burden ever carried, yet X could 
not feel wretched, though X thought X ought to be. X entered the 
sacristy A there, sitting by the confessional, buried la devotion, 
sat the saintly Bishop Simon, with a few little altar boys waiting 
to attend him to mass at 7 o* clock. X seemed to breathe the odor 
of his sanctity with which the room was fragrant. Presently he 
robedA entered the church, A Mr. Bailey retired from the Altar, 
fhe boys said Bishop Boghes would not celebrate mass, but was com- 
in* over soon. I trembled a little as X sat by the fire waiting 
for him. Xn a few minutes he came, bright A serene as the mo rag.
X told him all, A more than X have told you, A, what do you think 
he quietly said? "My child, this is not to cause you a moment1 e 
uneasiness, or a moment * s thought; there Is no sin in it, any



sore than that you a?# tail it not short# If you tore eon- 
sen tad to sin, *han you tesd a som^nt to refloat os #te.*A you 
war# doing, of Ihil repeat, for ask forglvoftosst tut
that your hssrt la not teadsr, is no concern of your a. Sod 
do®a not &ak from you #hat you haws not. If you had boss fersd 
up in the otoroti perhaps hotel t t it# various influences would 
tears softeaod your mature.* *X# there bo hope now,* **ld If 
£#i«7 *fh*t la not a question for you to mk  or for *o to e»#»er, 
neither you nor I tear© say thing to- do with it. It 1# with God 
alone* S&y to its 0te God take this poor, cold, heart of slue & 
sates of It what tteou wilt* You tear# nothing nor# to do.* *But* 
t said, *steedlease la tteo fir at duty 1 X u  told to love God &
«y aelgtebour#* *Hot #itte the heart you tear* mot ny child, but 
with 111© be&rt you tear®. ftuote statu® of mind are wholly Inde­
pendent of ourselves* dud If you had all your way, you would tee 
* seraph, ft you do mot at! of God to be a seraph surely whits 
you aro on earth* This heart of yours la a ©roes which you m m t 
patiently boar to ttea end If needs tee. You suffer in eossoa 
with atosy of the faints. Bar* you merer read of ft. There#*, 
how she suffered for year® with dryness of heart? 1 heart that 
melts uuty is offestlom even for God is often, am obstacle to 
steadfast fl*dilty, in his service, * to the formation of tbs
virtue# of * hero!# ©harastor* It is mot that which will am&tels
you to resist all the tmptntlonn of the world rather thou ottsr 
a word of untruth* And If all the wealth of the world sausst 
tsaopt you fro#- rectitude, lot this satisfy you.* At the## -words, 
which **** to mm as if from m  ■ sag*1, 1 pasf#d as it were from
death unto Ilfs* They wars the. words of God, ft ©as® to so as
truth, absolute truth, & how sa&fortlag they wore X need no % toll 
you****Y# parted, It'just as X catered the pew, Mass ©oases©*4U...
More than this by Bishop Miaou taki&g our Bishop** place at sovoa,
1 had the blessing of hi® angolisal instruction, ic his natural 
voles in a vacant room tor nearly half m  hour..• *31ft

After uses, she set Father Becker, as old Brook Farmer, who was ale© at ttee
church, and hm walked homo with her. Xm the afternoon, she took Georg® to
Bsnedlotloa at the Jesuit church* The sermon was long) a Dr* larkla refuted
tbs Fr^testsat doctrine of jueiifioetlon .for an hour m i  a half, and ttes
Bipley# nearly fainted with fsaigas*

If the days Is fXstteaste brought nothing but worry and dissppoiatmnl to
George, they were happy ones in m m p  ways for Sophia, $ho had reamed tear
©Id occupation of teaching school* She sad* friend# with a aasber of her
eo-rsll£i<misto of all warielie# aad description®$ m m t  of her leisure lifts,

IIS Sophia Ripley to Rath Charlotte Dana, Mon., liar. 184ft*
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ah* m %  ifuiol end still, roadie# devotional m*k*$ or aonoiaortmg the oarotori## 
of Catfeol ielssu fo $*or##, fhll of anxiety over th® faille# g^t¥jgg£fc * *
#ow# Xogral and offset lonot# support* 0a eorteih topics, thop won# djmoocohljr 
divided, Out without ontogenlm. C#©!#® trail ad ©Ion# in her wmkm to jns* 
and Benedictto*t sh# attended th# Msec lot ionlsi eolohmtlons, portioulnrlgr 
those at which ha spoke. fha BrroXiit Ion of 1848 in Trmm® wo# Maced in 
part on th# Feurlortst*, and tho otefgo #XistX,jr accepted. wot# b m
cousin, Both Chariot to Bonn*

. . Croat Fourier tine# now a tar# d#mr! A#«oc iat lent at« tiering 
a laigt shore in regulating the lat# changes in Fr#nce. prlsmi# 
latter# costing from the® all the tin# choortng th# brethren her#
'with the assurance that an attempt will' now ho nod# for the r#~ 
organisation of industry. #11 are in high spirit*. Fenigfct a 
public lan of #p̂ *#tiiy io to %m nod# V  the® *•» Mr.
Eiplof i« #11 engaged In it, t will sped: I sa$p#e#v fh© weather 
spares so© the pain of #*!*# s&ich S should haw® dan# for deer 
tec*##** oako, if %h# listep thought it hoot. tevhep* o#«etliing 
ran? h# don# hr the French ##¥©niaon&, under the sanction of the 
otamh, to oarrr out tho part# of Jhurl#rf# w#etafttft*l anrnn̂ o*- 

for the benefit* of tho oppressed. But I newer did 
#r*ap®#hi«# in th# least with the #lcri fleet ion of th# mm* 519
Sarah Steers, a *!«*• of Hecr##1* «nd a friend of th# #*riy Sreek Farm

&*?«, stayed with the® lttteFHtttmi&Ur. Sarah wa® also » recent Catholic.
ter ism#' Blpltgr*® cook, wte® Sophia had engaged on the r«coian#ndAtlon of
the Sisters of M m y ,  know store than either of the® about their nutunl
fmlth, end the two Indies from ■ tessachuse 11 * took great ploneur# In her
Instruction*.

frtm ©ssstlmr source, h# tm#b*nd was receiving the instruct tons hi®*#lf. 
Orest©# Wrmmmnp who ted entered th# Catholic flhur#h eeireral ymmr* before, 
hod broken with Ooor## for hi* differ Inc r#Xi#i«** opinions in 1*4?. In 
«hm#, 1848, ho *#nt ftlplsy m long letter, ffell of friendship mm€ d#flni-» 
t ion® of Ahsoluto H##«on, to which Ittplsgr ropliod, that ho hod ntwf lost

319 ■Sophts Mpl#r to ̂ tttth Charlotte D#na, -Apr. 1, 18411. in K.M.S.
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h i *  for Brownecm, s M  not car# far end had no tlrcc
i# ile h  to  argut* t h #  p o in t  ® f th #  A b s o lu t*  fteowm . Sophia* te e fn y  

Ayowgsigon1® letters, decided t^ci ’Srowaceri m s  beiiw* wrj' forbearing with 
;5«orye* 3h* alto found the toB# of Her fallow convert1« review b#yon& 
erltloi*** rmtf fait » fcemony with th*-,* crns trover*1^1i«t which sh* had 
uewf fait b#for*.

On l f # 1^4%  Jtemh S lm ra s  e n te re d  th #  con ven t o f  Mt. i t ,  T im eout, 

l o t h  3cmMa mnS. Sarah w®r# © l i t t l e  *bafc*s& a t  th «  u too th e  ye u & ijc r 

was to  take. f-m wmk® th m fa  sewell* easier, SonMa had ##mi Sareh*• l i t t l e  

wordrote «m ahead, and both sot out &* If for a® oftemeen olrtn#% At 
-•■£. Vincent1# th e y  were received by on# of th #  religious, wnn s e t 

w ith  %b#s on th #  mcds* o u tb id #  th e  Cfwwent. In th #  mi l e t  t*y ,r  o f  th#

^  nfiemoom* w? the otherworldlis*#*« of th# plage, SorM# of
hrook Verm, rod th# ti*o«* when *h* end £#**£» had been there te£#tb#r. 322 
khen sHc-left, #h# wm# a little dared ot the eb*#ne* of lit yô .rvs kir*»* 
wotr-'n, wao had ehared her Joy# In the Catholic faith*

Sophia® *  ( le th a l t e l  eta wa® b y  bo isms an« • s o lu e iv o ly  dow tew pl a t iv e }  i t  w»# 

a c t i v e .  $ h *  d i d  #o3i# t n » n a l f t t l o n *  o f  t ®\ l& l c u e  w o r k * *  She t h r e w  hermit 

l u t e  t h #  n y r ! # *  c h a r t  t i e *  c o n n e c te d  w i t h  h e r  r e l i g i o n *  O o g n i t k l  w o r k ,  

p r i s o n  w o f i: ,  wesfe ira o n #  t h #  ii$ .s *m e , e h *  m s  a c t i v e  i n  a l ' ;  o f  t f ■/•*»♦ 

t & l e a t  for g o a t # t y ,  c o m b in e d  w ith  t h #  © n e t t o n  w h ic h  r e l ig\&n i n f u s e d  I n t o  

t h e s e  c o n t a c t * ,  m i s t  h a v e  t ie d *  h e r  a. v o lc e s a e  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n y  i f r a ^  o f  e a e l e l  

w o r k e r * .  PmVtmpn %hm c h a r i t y  w h ic h  eoagaaxa&ed h e r  a t r e n & e g t  I n t e r e s t  w as  

t h e  p r i e o n  wcaiK o f  t h #  S t * 4 # r *  o f  t h #  C o ed  ^S hepherd . ^ h e e e  d e r a t e d  w ee*m

32 0 Srogy?* Itlplay t o  Creel#* A, $mvneo&. «hm# Of 1349, A. !»* 8. In  Kotre 'Ann# Vriv*r*itjr.
321 derhlA ttinlegr to 1-hith Chorlott# •hity A*l,. 5. l.n a. a. s,
322 ^cphio Alolay to "AiiK Charlotte May 5̂ # 3fH9. 4.1,. ", 2. ’■', ̂:. In

Aiif£* l.S4̂ , ârs»>i was in .%>riiutfletd# >#it hrf Sftpt^bor of tr? fol lô lr.;: 
year, bacle st tit. ft. Vlnaant1#. Samh woa ’loor-.̂ s V̂ri #yf s tine#.
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m mbrtatly ©l©i«t«r*d or&or, whot# mtk was t m  r o f o r m t at

$r»siitut««* $he ycmng wwson with wh©» thsgr votfeod earn to thors for
oil® of ihra« n>n*®n®* %h®gp vei* eamaltlM hy fcha court*: thejr p «  sort
l*y thoir f«dtl#s or %h#^ frossw* voluntarily. ?h#y war® tmjf*. t to *®t* in
ordtr to hor® sos® fons of 14wl Ihood. Sha $lft*ar® of ta# &r«pHar&
wlI'M to «m®a a oonYtnt la $#w York, hut ware opposed %  Archbishop
ftttfiha®, who alaitsad thrat t m  ofejaet® of thair ehartty war® not worth that*
o f f  a r t® , ssophia th a  gfreiip o f  O a tH a lta  • o o lo l  w a rk a r*  wxrrmwv! 1®^ Nwr

fcfMmr, fron hartis#* woaftcad la fcha *?owh® nth#** r*rlw»BM» of th® oiiy, ih®
of th» vcKnan *prt®o*sar®# Host w»r* InmijgrMittt th®^ is

n strong© onriroKstso&fc? ih«^ wero i$*w*mmtf ihtgr won® ih.ojr war#
h u n g ry . 9H® p r is o n  t o r s  was m t n i t l r # ,  n o t r a fo r s o to r y .  n o tro a  o f  th a

temlMi ®d<i«d har request to tho«aof tha 90a lal woYknr®, that tfc* Si star® of
Hie Soa<l 3h«ph«*nd t# nllovad to  a ooovnnt. ^aluotantly th* ArrshMaho®

323
eossamtod* Sspfola, attoorfilf̂ l.f# wcoit to  w ont to  ra la a  son# aanflg' f o r  

th #  n tm i o f  ih®  aottfrant* On Sow* 1*180$, th a  e n n ra n t w*« tn o o rp a ra ta d  

nxie®rdtn& to the 1*** of th# 3ta$# of K#w York, with Sophia as ©as of t ' m  

nix tru«t0®«.

323 Katharine Y. Oanws^, In tho, Footprints of tho, flood (a*v TofSr#
Qoisrsnt of th® flood sK^^ri1,1'



CHAPTER XX?

from u r n ®  to FBOMEmrca
After the demise of the Harbinger, Hipley was faced with the 

necessity of finding some means of livelihood. His post on the 
Tribune paid him the munificent sum of $6 with great irregularity; 
on one occasion he received $8. On July 14, he received $10, which 
was a steady weekly salary until April, 1860, when he was advanced 
to $3.5, which sum he had received once before. Fron September HI, 
1861, until January 16, 1854, he received $25, with exception of 
one week which brought him only $16. In 1864 and 1865, his salary 
rose to $30 a week, and in 1866 to $60. Prom 1871 until his death 
in 1862, the palmy days of his old age, he received $75 a week.
In December, 1849, he was permitted to buy stock in the corporation, 
The scanty salary of his early days obliged him to supplement his 
income as best he could. The debts of Brook Farm were heavy on his 
shoulders. He ground out news items for The Chronotype, The Hearth 
and Home, The literary Messenger. The Washington!an, The Pittsburgh

3 2 4

Life, pp. 206-7.
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gqmme rc ia ] . .  The C o lum b ian . TheCherlestO E L i t e r a r y  ^ e a s e n if ir , The

M anchester Exam iner (E n g lis h ) ,  The P ica yu n e . The B oston  D a i ly  Bee. 

The G lo b e , and The S ou the rn  l i t e r a r y  G a z e tte . H is column in  The 

C h r  on o type  v& 2 c a l le d  "G o ss ip  fro m  Gotham ," » b ich  in d ic a te s  i t s  h ig h  

s e r io u s n e s s . He s ign ed  o th e r  column® "C .M .F .,** " R .N .Y ." |  in  th e  

T r ib u n e  he was s im p ly  "R ."  u n t i l  v e ry  sho r l y  he abandoned any id e n ­

t i f y i n g  mark a l t o g e th e r .3^5 He w ro te  on a n y th in g  and e v e ry th in g .

To John ‘-’u l l i v a n  D w igh t he d e s c r ib e d  h is  s i tu a t io n *

X am o b lig e d  to  work n ig h t  and day to  keep s o u l & body 
to g e th e r j  f o r  though  X have now s e v d ra l s t r in g s  to  my bow,
I  g e t con fo u nd e d ly  poor pay fro ®  each, & hence am o b lig e d  
to  keep p la y in g  on eve ry  in s tru m e n t w ith in  my compass,
Jewmharp, penny t h i s t l e ,  trom bone, w ith  fre q u e n t to u c h -8 
on th e  brazen k e t t l e  drum* I  do a l l  the  book n o t ic e s  f o r  
th e  T r ib u n e , w h ich , w ith  the  tim e  i t  takes  to  re a d  books, 
i s  ab o u t enough f o r  one man,— I  have charge o f  th e  c i t y  
news,— & once a week on th e  a r r i v a l  o f  th e  S team er, have 
to  work day & n ig h t  t i l l  the  t ra n s la t io n ®  are  g o t o u t.
My main p e c u n ia ry  r e l ia n c e  i s  on my co rrespondence w ith  
newspapers w hich  I  have w ith  B os ton , W ash ing ton , C in c in n a t i ,
& Sew O rle a n s . X am n o t  expected  to  do much f o r  the  
S p i r i t  o f  th e  <%@, b u t to  be a s o r t  o f  r ig h t ,  hand f o r  
C hann lag 's  head & h e a r t  in ' h is  absence. I t  i s  v e ry  
b o th e r in g ^  p e rp le x in g  to  lo o k  a f t e r  i t ,  & e a ts  up a d e a l 
o f  t im e .

^ L i f e , pp . 2 0 7 -8 , supplem ented by some o f  the  c l ip p in g s ' in  B ip le y 1s 
MS. S crapbooks, in  H. C .' I*. These a re  V ery in c o m p le te , and a f t e r  
1849 -50 , th e re  a re  numerous and s u b s ta n t ia l  gaps. The d a te s  a re  c u t 
o f f  most o f  th e  c l ip p in g s ,  o f  w h ich  many are endorsed in  G eo rg e 's  
o r  L o u isa  A.S .R ip le y  s hand. I t  i s  im p o s s ib le  to  tc ^ j.  e x a c t ly  how 
com ple te  th e  l i s t  i s .  MS, B rook fa rm  Account Book in  H. C. L .  con­
ta in ®  a number o f  c l ip p in g s ,  fro m  most o f  w hich th e  da te  has been 
c u t ,  and none o f  w hich a re  endorsed w ith  e i t h e r  th e  da te  o r  name 
o f  th e  p a p e r.

3 * ^  George R ip le y  to  John S u l l iv a n  D w ig h t, J u ly  27, 1849• A. I*. S. in  
B. P . I t .



!& I860, Harper* g 3fow Monthly Magagln® "begem publication, with 
Ripley me writer of %h# literary notices, then regular contributor* 
and finally reader for the publishing company. I» 1852, with. Bayard 
fay lor, ho edited a compilation, & Handbook of literature and the 
Fine Arts. which was hie first venture into the encyclopedia field.
It was published by 8. f% Pubnara* Hhon Ih&tiiosi*® Hago-stne appeared 
in 1855, ho was mm of its early contributors* In 1853, J. C. Derby, 
early in the history of his publishing house, hired Blpiey as reader 
and paid him as much for hie service® as th# Tribune had five years 
before, fhoaae Bailey Aldrich, hopeful and unknown, brought a little 
book of poetry to Derby, who promptly referred him to Hipley. When 
the author turned up for the verdict, It prowl favorable | Derby 
published the book, and later hired Aldrich as Ripley* s assistant 
reader.

lipley, as critic, would be apt to review favorably the books 
which Ripley, as reader, had reeoraraended. It 'was a highly desirable 
arranisemut for the publishing house which hired hira. The others 
would be less apt to greet it with Joy. In 1856, charges were brought 
in the press that Stipley favored the publishing coup antes which hired 
him# Els wpath knew no bounds. ' He wots Fastert

I have Just received your note, & ought perhaps'to defer ay reply, until ay blood ceases to boil with indigna­tion at the audacious proposal of that wretched ttaderwood.You say that you have not read th# controversy, & hence your sentiment of friendship triumphs over your sentiment 
of Justice. If you ranks yourself acquainted with the facts, you will perceive that nothing but th® most penitent con­fession-such as I have already received from on® of ray leading adversaries— coul a even enable Underwood to approach



my presence in  th e  most d is t a n t  manner— as to  re s p e c t 
o r  c o n fid e n c e  tow ards h im , I  newer can f e e l  i t  a g a in .
I f  he i s  n o t th e  m ost p e s t i le n t  o f  v i l l a i n s ,  he is? th e  
most a r r a n t  o f  apes, * s  a keeper o f  s o u ls ,  I  wonder, 
th a t  you can a llo w  him  to  pass unscathed by y o u r re ­
buke , J u s t  lo o k  f o r  a moment a t  the  course  o f  t h is  man.

Under th e  d is g u is e  o f  f r ie n d s h ip ,  he charges me w ith  
c o n d u c t, w h ich  i f  t r u e ,  *ro u ld  j u s t l y  r u in  & d is g ra c e  me, 
b o th  p r o fe s s io n a l ly  & p e rs o n a lly .  The charge i®  th a t  
f o r  th e  payment o f  money in . t h e  shape o f  a s a la ry  me 
re a d e r f o r  H arpe r & D erby , I 'p r o s t i t u t e  my o f f i c e  as 
c r i t i c  o f  th e  T r ib u n e  in  f& toor o f  t h e i r  p u b l ic a t io n s .  He 
b r in g s  t h is  ch a rge , when 1 am in  the th ic k  o f  a f i g h t  sith 
b i t t e r  enem ies. He ta ke s  unusua l p a in s  to  spread, i t  on 
th e  w ings o f  th e  p ress th ro u g h o u t the  la n d *  Be does- t h is ,  
on h is  own c o n fe s s io n , to  revenge h im s e lf  on me f o r  my n e - 
g l  a c t  o f  h is  own p u b l ic a t io n s .  He does i t ,  w ith o u t s to p ­
p in g  to  a s c e r ta in  the  t r u t h  o f  th e  charge— nay, as he ad­
m its  In  h is  n o te  to  you , know ing th a t  i t  was f-a ls a . S tr ip  
h is  con du c t o f  th e  f l im s y  J e s u i t ic a l  v e i l ,  w hich he'-now 
cow a rd ly  th row s o ve r I t *  in fam ous fe a tu re s — what was- i t .  
N o th in g  le s s  than  th e  c i r c u la t io n  o f  a damaging fa ls e h o o d  
a g a in s t  a man' whose f r ie n d  he p ro fe sse s  to  be— & th a t  f o r  
a v in d ic t i v e  pu rpose . A ©ore consummate in s ta n c e  o f  p e r­
f i d y ,  m a lic e , & m e n d a c ity , I  ne ve r n e t w ith  in  my l i f e .  I  
lo a th e  & abhor th e  rcah— & spew him o u t o f  my m outh, .h e  
c h a ra c te r  o f  G ris w o ld  . 'I 're g a rd  as a n g e lic  w h iteness  in  
com parison w ith  the  b la c k -h e a rte d  v i l l a i n y  o f  Under *o o d .I 
have no w ish to  b r in g  you o ve r to  my t i d e ,  dear Theodore, 
f o r  i  ca re  l i t t l e  f o r  sympathy o r  a p p ro v a l in  t h is  q u a r re l.  
I  f e e l  h u m il ia te d  in  h a v in g  been th e  o b je c t  o f  such base 
a c c u s a tio n s , & w i l l  meet them o n ly  in  th e  s p i r i t  o f  p ro u ­
d e s t d e f ia n c e . B u t 1 ca n n o t bear th a t  * i t h  y o u r lo v e  o f  
p ; ace, St y o u r i n t r i n s i c a l l y  am iab le  d is p o s i t io n ,  you sh o u ld  
b® th e  dupe o f  such a sm oo th -faced  as,-Basin a® t h is  w icked 
Underwood.

When you were here  i  t o ld  you th a t  I  c h e ris h e d  no 
m a lic®  a g a in s t h im , & upon y o u r in q u i r y ,  s a id  i f  he chose 
he m ig h t come to  th e  T rib u n e  O f f ic e — b u t c e r t a in ly ,  X 
supposed ha would come w ith  an a po logy  in  h is  m outh, n o t  
f l t h  an in s o le n t  demand f o r  co n cess io n s . I  beg you to  
lo o k  a t  th e  fa c ts  in  t h is  case , & in  s p ite  o f  yo u r d e s ire  
to  ta ke  no s id e s  even w ith  an o ld  f r ie n d  who has been 
m ost c r u e l ly  wronged & o u tra g e d  by an u p s ta r t ,  you  w i l l  
n o t f a i l  to  see th e  stupendous i n iq u i t y  o f  which th© man 
Underwood has been g u i l t y .  Much as 1 abhor G r is w o ld , I  
«ou ld  sooner t r u s t  him than  Under?ood, whom I  s ^ p l l  e ve r 
re g a rd  as th e  sn e a k in g e s t & n a s t ie s t  o f  men.••S

m



Im 1865, a brtXXt tm% idea emm to Charles Anderson Dam, who
m o  noted for ouch. Ho and Mr. Appleton wer© in Chicago, mod Dana
suggested that the time m e  ripe for on encyclopedia. A year later
ho sold the idee to Appleton’s, which agreed to pay 12 ilai for ©very
volume sold. Dana sought out Ripley and offered him half the work
end half the salary * Ripley, delighted, applied himself to the
direction of the- work with hie eharae ter let to energy* Re sent out
a stream of letters to well known authorities in th© different
fields, askisig' for articles, for hi © predominant part in th® bu»i~
ness details of the. Ifew American Cyclopedia* as it m s  celled, he
received an additional m m  of money from Appleton1 s. Dana, however,

529 ■wot© more articles ■ than his partner in the enterprise* ' 5he 
volwines. -appeared serially, from 13£8, and brought the writer a car- 
tain mild distinction, few reproof®, and a considerable sum of 
saoney. A fellow worker, in Appleton* s, estimated that the total 
sums which the royalties paid the editors, or paid into Ripley* s 
estate .after his death, were not under $100,000 each. Sher® is a 
little symbolic .incident about this,' his most prosaic venture.
With a copy of his encyclopedia, Ripley paid off part of the debt 
for groceries for Brook Far®.

M e  regular hook reviews in the fribum© gained him prominence, 
end: also Introduced a literary department as a regular feature in 
American, newspapers* Margaret Biller, who had done reviewing on the 

before hi®, while undoubtedly more gifted, seems to have

329 , .IMa*, p. 193. Whether Dana was or was mot the author of the 
■ Idea is not entirely certain* Frothlmghasi attributes it to 
Rev, Dr. Hawks. Derby knew I) ana, Ripley; mm\ he himself wo iked, 
for Appleton1*, hut Is occasionally unreliable.
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wielded leas Influence than Bipley, careful analyst, precis© 
graifflsistrian, and leading ©sponsat of the Twist American Victorian 
taste. In sons points he was exceedingly conservative. His defi­
nition of poetry &s *the expression of the feel Ing edited by th© 
contemplation of nature and the intercourse of hajaaa beings, in
rhythmical foras..,.in the lmgw&* of th© irteglnntion rather than

330
o f  th© intellect4, i s  o n ly  am c o n v e n tio n a l a® the p o e t r y  o f  Bayard 

Baylor to  whom the letter containing t h i s  definition was addressed. 
Eipley and T a y lo r ,  whom he o c c a s io n a lly  c o l le d  *?!y d a in ty  Ariel4 
were in one acco rd  in t h e i r  theory that w ith o u t rhythmical form 
th e re  was no p o e try .

Hipley was perhaps at his best when dealing with the heavier 
prose works. His fundamental seriousness accorded well with a day 
which read heavy books earnestly and in large quantity. His re­
views of books of philosophy were careful analyses of the theory 
advanced, and of the lrnigum;© of the author. In his review of 
Eemry Janes’s Moreliam and Chr 1 atignity, he not only carefully set 
forth a brief summary of James1# doctrines, but carefully pointed 
out to the reader that «ihe power of u s in g  words in a precis© and 
constani sense is one of the rarest of mental endowments*, that
James, who uses words exactly, is apt to  be mistaken by a reader 

'r'nwho decs not.*1'*'''

*5fw Georg© 3ipley to Bayard Taylor, January 6, n.d. A.i.S., 
C o rn e ll U n iv e r s i t y  l i b r a r y .

K'^ Weekly Tribune. r-ar. 2, 13SO.



Hie lev* of the sans m d  normal prevented hi© from doing Just ice 
to Foe. In m review of Lowell, Willie, and drisweld** edition, 
while he admired the style ®nd the inventive genius, he scored Foe* a 
prsoceup&tIon with the gruesome, which he regarded as even ©ore 
heinous than hie look of ©oral earnestness*

Hblisppily, he fees no earnestness of character, no 
faith in Imami excellence, no devotion to a high purpose,—  
not even the desire to produce a consummate woxk of art,—  
and hone© his writing* fall to appeal to universal princi­
pals of taste, and are destitute of the truth and natural- 
ness, which are the only passports to an enduring reputation 
In literature* He regarded the world a* m  enormous humbug, 
and, in revenge, would repay it in kind* Hie rated wee 
haunted with terrific conceptions, which he delighted to 
embellish and work op, by the aid of hie preternatural 
analysts, Into the strangely plausible fictions, which at 
length disgust the reader with their horrible mens treat ties. * * * 
the effect of hie writings Is like breathing the air of a 
charnell house.... Mr, Fee luxuriates in the wantonneas of 
his ingenuity, and evokes the most terrific epee tree merely 
for terror1 s sake, Shis would be fatal In any kindred 
spheres of art.

3y contrast to Fee, he highly praised Hawthorne1® 8e rjst Letter, 
to the review of which he gave a large slice of page one. ffe 
quoted copiously from th® book, of which he wrote nothing but epom- 
clation, Hawthorne, he pointed out, while he had the same genius 
for the infernal as Foe, did not confine himself to th# improbable, 
and th# work was embellished by copious "bursts of natural feeling",
He had more of the seme for Shv House of Seven Qabl**.33* 3he review covered 
page one of the weekly, rejoiced in the characters, the natural 
feeling, and even the "fine, coaio humor". Hawthorne received one

Ibid.* Jan.26, I860.
333 Ibid., ig?r. 6, 1860. Fags one in the weekly was a compliment. In 

Sis daily, it would hmv® put Hawthorns among the advertisements, 
where, at a later date, Finley might doubtless have enjoyed placing him

334
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moat* favorable w t l w  from Hlpley, and only oh#, This wee of th# 
KLlthedale Homanc#. Poor Biplsy, very much oh th# spot, did th# 
discreet thing, choked down m y  wrath h« might haw© folt at having 
hi# Ilf#1# dream u»#d a# th# starting point for a picture of Mono­
mania, d#o#lt, cupidity, self-delusion, and suicide, and nwiswd 
th# hook favorably, He carefully pointed out I

The story 1#.••.mad# us from laris#, comp rehens ive 
experiences in many spheres, converted by the potent 
idealism of the writer into grim tragedy! while.an 
occasional picture of the external environment of Blithe- 
dale way suggest to the initiated reader a dim, shadowy 
resemblance of rural life at Brook 3fem« On# of these 
Is presented in th# following passage, which may serve 
to. raise a laugh at th© expense of the Arcadians of 
Brook- fans, in which probably no on# will join more 
heartily then the survivors of that motley and mirthful 
crew..**3®®

Th# Gppmmrmme of the BUthedal# Romance immediately caused specis- 
1 at ions as to what Brook farmer was the original of what character, 
Bow to interpret th# book .a# being an #xg»*mi of Brook fans, on# 
might arrive at even the extreme vision of Blpley, as the shaggy, 
monomaniac Hollingsworth, praying on th# affections of the beauti­
ful Hargaret fuller for her money. Beviewsrs knew better, and 
those who had visited Brook farm, or met its chief, knew better, 
but any speculation at all on the subject would have been too much 
for Bipley*s sensibilities. Both Hawthorn© and Biplsy were parti­
cular to disclaim any actual basis for the story of Mtthedaie 
toman©# mm taking place at Brook farm. Hot only did they make this

838 n>ld.. JUljr 22, 1862.
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©leer lit their printed writing*, hut else in their privete letters.
Hawthorne, writing to an unnamed correspondent on October 16, 136&,
says I “As regards the decree in which the *311thedale Hoaemee1 h as
a foundation of fact, the preface to the hook gives m correct state-*

■seament. * Hlpley on January 3d, 1878, still hounded by the topic, wrotei
37 *Mt 10th Street, Jan. &t, 78

My dear Mr. [erasure!
There are some personal references to Hawthorne in 

connection with Brook farm In his posthumous woxte en­
titled «American Mote-Books*, and 1 do not know of any* 
thing hotter on the subject. With veyy cordial 
congratulations on the brilliant success of the ^literary 
World*, I am ever

Tours fftlHlully,
8. B*‘

After the publication of the Bllthodale Bomance. Hlpley ceased to
promote Hawthorne* s genius with all the vigor he had previously
employed. In 1863, in a review of Alice Carey*s Hager, he condemned
that authoress ass

in the darkest and most repulsive vein of Hawthorne, 
reminding one of the ghastliest features of the •Scarlet 
letter*, .but without the redeeming touches of natural 
sweetness anri beauty which relieve the somber gloom of 
that work. Mot only does it luxuriate over the records 
of foul end festering sin, but it throws such a lurid 
, and unnatural glare on the page, that the ...moral If s son, 
which. Is the' eele ; apology for such delineations of per* 
verted passion, is completely neutralised*938

336 M&thnnlel Hawthorne to.... , Oct. 16, 1863. A.l. S. in th© collection 
of the lev. Hr. Ulysses 8. Wilburn.

^ Seoige Hlpley to Mr. .... , Jan., 34, 1878* A.I.S. in the collection 
of Professor Harry H. Warfel.

330 '— ’--- 1*rlbune. Jem. 23, 18KS.



a s

The second sentence, while it ©stemsifely refers to Hagar, Joins 
Hawthorne in th® same eondeimat lorn. Tim© did not dull th® edge of 
Eipley*® H&wt horuo-cfeoppirtg hatchet* In I860, h® reviewed th®
Marble Faun. Hawthorn®*® flawless style received due appreciation, 
in the final sentence, m  almost atoning *for the saturnine spirit 
«snd grim feature® of the narrative* » fhere was a word in pmi«t 
of humor, another in praise of Hilda* e character, which Hlpley con­
sidered might he regarded, according to the Intention of Hawthorne, 
as *the loveliest type of American womanhood, 11 But the rest of th® 
review railed against horrors*

She scsaesy and local coloring of this strange and 
unnatural story are derived from the trap antes ions of the 
writer during a long sojourn in Italy| hut the characters 
with which fee has peopled feis eenvae .are the genuine 
production of his somber imagination, and In weird and 
repulsive feature, /hear a .strong: likeness to- amor of hie 
previous creations....with whatever ndmlmtirsn the reader 
racy regard the genius of Mr* Hawthorne, fee will not easily 
forgive feta for throwing the subtle fascinations ©f his 
pen around such a horrible esperietice m  forms the keynote 
of this story* He will shrink fra® the stifling air of 
the charnel house, with which fee is oppressed, 23^

The selections with which Hlpley showed feis reader the merits of the
book were the murder sesas, the burial chant, and the dead Capuchin*

Hlpley was unusually kind, in feis reviewing, particularly to
younger writers* He encouraged Melville with reservations regarding
the reflective passage *ln feed Carlyles®*, which interrupted his
narratives. He bestowed praises on Thomas V* Parsons, Donald Uiwit

339
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Mitchell, and George Willie® Ourtis, and, more guardedly, on Walt 
340Whitman. There was little to say new and different about Browning, 

Tennyson, Dickens, hongfellow, said Emerson, except mildly to censure 
Browning for eccentricity, Tennyson for Immoral views on the Crimean 
War, Longfellow for overuse of Indian names, Dickens for his care­
less construction, and Jkersrm considerably more severely for his 
incoherence, both of mind and writing. Theodore Parker, his 
closest friend, always received kind words, not only from personal 
regard, but from admiration for the Boston preacher1 s fearless re­
forming seal.

On 1»*y‘--rare:':occaeioB£-,fce ||creamed with rage. Supercilious­
ness he could not bear, and the treatment he accorded it makes one 
sorry that he encounter^ it, apparently, so rarely. IMder the in­
fluence of disgust, he was a master of the happy art of devastation, 
la the summer of 1853, 0. Astor BristeA*s book The Dpper Ten Thousand 
appeared in print. Ripley glanced, gasped, seised a pen, and ink 
and rhetoric mingled. He described young Mr. Bristedi

He is perfectly at home in depicting the coxcorably 
and ineffable silliness for which he seems to possess a 
natural affinity, that marks out a common enough order of 
inferior minds, but which he blunderingly ascribes to a 
peculiar social position. Expanding himself without 
measure on the mysteries of fast horses, fast men, fast 
women, flirtations, sherry cobbler^ and broiled oysters, 
he 1ms produced a sort of sporting calendar, which has

340 Howard A. Wilson, George Ripley} Social and literary Critic (an 
unpublished doctoral dissertation, tMversity of Wisconsin, 1941).
Weekly Tribune, Jan. 36, 1860, "Ralph Waldo Emerson* Representative
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all the #1 the race-eourse, with m m  of its
excitement. To^spe^fc la short terras, his book Is a 
dead failure. 3

fhere was a rich field in hie war against sup#s*iiliou»n®»s, where 
he could combine his patriotism with Hie dislike of pretension.
In 1869, appSNtred certain observation* on Aatsriea&s by fhomas Colley 
Grattan, former consul in Boston. Hlpley m e  so exceedingly irri­
tated that for once he forgot his usual punctilious courtesy and in­
cluded physical defeats in the blast he issued against British trowel 
books, In particular against Grattan1 s.

A few years before the advent of Grattan on these 
barbarous ehoree, Harriet Martlnean made a sort of 
triumphal progress through th# land, and her Indie- 
rubber ear trumpet became the depository of family 
secrets, personal friefs, sad private gossip, sufficient 
to furnish material for a large volume of scandalous 
chronicles. Hhat she heard in the ear in closets, she 
faithfully proclaimed trmi the housetops, giving the 
currmasy of the pen to the most intimate revelations, 
and astonishing a crowd of wel l-ra#aning sfoapletons by 
betraying their good matured frankness.

Grattan was inflicted with the hospitality of Americans, and made
their courtesy the target of his criticism.

His flippant and exaggerated criticisms, his 
enormous self-conceit, his vulgar and ridiculous pom­
posity, his utter inability to look at anything save 
in the light of his own prejudices, and his reckless 
comments on private character, have no parallel among 
British travellers in this country since th# palmy 
days of Mrs. frellope, the Hev. Isaac Fldler, m& other 
worthies of the lachrymose-abusive school. Gompered 
with Grattan, Sickens Is a paragon of modesty, and the 
very flower of gentlemanly courtesy...*

348 Drily Trlbmwt. tag. 30, 1863.
34 Wteeicly Srl'ima*. April 17, 1863.



the JtMnrleatt, accord lac to our ethnologist, is of 
on inferior order to the Hstrepeaii. H® is only m had 
imitation of on HngXtshmam. •. *

Th© Hosleniims are partially to blame*
In mistaking 0mttan for a gentlemen, they committed 

m blunder which is mot without parallel i» all our cities.
3m m  of TUpley* s social beliefs were reflected in the Tribune, Hh*»
these beliefs accorded with the strong editors! policies, he m s
free to review own th®' most mediocre works without restrict ions,
sad the mors Important books were given all the space necessary to
contain th© superlattvss. Almost without exception, the aait~«sl«very
literature was reviewed favorably end at length. His opening remarks
on 0hcle fas* g OmMa Indicate the content of the- columns devoted to
Mrs. Stowsi

fit® high moral purpose of this tragic story serve® 
to divert attention from’ the vigorous original ity and 
thrilling dramatic effect of its execution.

4s mi^it he expected, deorgo ^itsh»ighf8 Sociology for the South, m
carefully written economic argument for slavery, was roundly trounced.
The Tribune and Mplsgr being of accord on the matter of women*» right®,
suet*. feministic works as- Mrs. B, Oakes Smith1 ® tfomau .and her1 Weeds*
Theater© Peaker* s Stnaon on the Public Sanction of Woman, and ?. Went-
worth- H'iggih®on> s. Wqmam .end- her; ̂ ishe® were favorably reviewed.

1060, Hlpley had achieved efficient prominence to justify a
character sketch and .personal history in the Hew Tofk leader, copied in



Of a lit%lm mrn than middle height— say about fit* 
fm% aims inches— and endowed with that soberly habited 
plucpness of good condition Which literature holds In re­
serve for the very few who manage to ©scape early out of 
that rugged and starred sppremi leashIp In which so «*ny 
thousands of her rotaries die, Into tit© bleat fall pay and 
high auriferous prerogatives of fellcv-eraft ah ip in the 
inner tsQrsteries of her nost agrstorions workshop— thin hand­
some mid smiling gamtlmmn, who wight pass to the eye as 
only forty-fire years of age, did not knowledge, otherwise 
derived, aid ten years to that figure**-this aas of pleasant 
though grave visage. Is one of those famous critic authori­
ties before whose Olympi&n sod even hard-faced publishers 
bow acquiescent heads, while all acolytes of aatbordom are 
espacted to fall down and worship... .As m critic, he is of 
the uiild type, always inclined to fever youth, asid pro- 
disposed to Judge kindly ©f assy work not offensively pre- 
tent loua while lacking may' eesKpssssating aerlt.^®

In the opinion of the Mew Totffc leader. and llttell * s living Age,
Biplsy, on© of Sew Toik*s ^permanent celebrities11, had arrived.

346 Mtt.ll*. MTtam Idem, t i m ,  pp. F71 tf.,T)ea. 1,1800
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made & slow recovery, during which her religious ardors were of the 
greatest fixafort to her, and undoubtedly to George, who saw the rest 
which w m  'brought to her mind. She wrote Ifcifch Charlotte Baaa*

l̂ hat a cordial to us both were your and your father* s 
letters received on the 3d. *Ph©nk him very much for us*
Assure him that wy activity is completely at rest. All 
ordinary objects of interest here faded in the distance, 
and oar Lord has led me around to the other side of life, 
liters helpless and passire 1 find myself lying in the cool 
shade at his feet. 1 hare not activity enough to say my 
prayers and find them s. painful ■ effort, hut am not concerned, 
for I am assured it is all right.48

fhat stunner brought a deceptive return of strength. Bis 2 ip leys went 
te Staten Island, for a little sea air. She gained in strength, and 
in October, they made & little journey to Boston and Greenfield* Bet 
in Koveaaher it was apparent that Sophia was dying. George, obliged 
to work as hard as ever, at the same time cared for Sophia. FHey had 
hut one room, which was also his study. Barly in 1061, she was fail­
ing rapidly. Faithful Harlexme Ripley stood by George,, and Ruth 
Charlotte Bana cane on from Boston. In February, Sbfhia died, leaving 
a memory of unselfish devotion. By an odd chance, th# Catholic Church 
in Boston, from which she was buried with all the ceremonies of her 
religion, was the old Purchase Street, Congregational Church where 
'George had preached•.

leaving $ew fork, Georg® went to Brooklyn, and let despair close 
over him. A letter of this period to John Sullivan .Bwlght shows his 
state of salad. Bwight Had also recently lost his wife, and. the two 
unh-sppy men tried to write to each other their profound sympathy.

348 Sophia Hipley to Ruth Charlotte Sana, «Hily 6, 1860. A.I.S. in M.H.S.
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Georg© recalled past tineas
Neither you nor I can ever forget that pleasant after­

noon in Central Park & at the Brevoort House, which was the 
last festive enjoyment which our dear Sophia ever took part 
in, & which seemed almost as a preparation for the great 
sorrow which was so soon to overtake us both. It was only 
about six weeks from that time when I received the awful 
announcement, which I could not but regard as the death- 
warrant} although after you mnt away, especially in the 
months of August & September, i as again under the Illu­
sion of too fond hopes* and when your great trial came in 
the departure of that beautiful, that noble One, whom we 
all so much loved, our sympathy was the keener, the more af­
fectionate, from having, as we then dreamed, had such a nar­
row escape ourselves. But alarming symptoms soon made their 
appearance, and before the pleasant autumn had gone it was 
evident that not another October moon, which she always 
greeted with a perfectly child-like rapture, **aa to shine 
upon us together. From that time, her progress to the 
Msilent shore1* was rapid. & for th© moat j-art, peaceful}
& it is ju. t ten months tonight sine© we closed her 
precious eyes in the inexpressibly sweet and beautiful sleep 
which ©earned to give e, new revelation of the Spirit, on the 
moment of its departure* Everything is now a© fresh as if 
it ware but yesterday} & nothing effaces from my mind the 
images of those heart-rending months, those lonely night- 
watches, & all those words & looks which grow even more 
full of pathos in theremembrance than, in the reality.

You, my dear Erlend, were deprived both of the agonies 
§ the solemn joys of accompanying the On© dearest on earth 
to the very edge of the dark valley{ you can therefore 
race It sicjl more easily the happy scenes of life j §. are not 
haunted by images which give the days &. weeks of parting a 
terrible pathos, of which la our serene, philosophic days, 
even fancy has no conception. My sorrow is like the grief 
of the mother who remembers the sufferings of her darling 
from long watchings} you hatre nothing between th •• recollection, 
of the dearest earthly joys, & the brightest heavenly feop«?s, 
to which our human hearts must cling, even when faith is dir. 
and knowledge at utter f;mlt.

1 am leading a very lonely life, which is not without a 
certain stern satisfaction, in claiming so little from 
society* but the friends who were once dear are dearer than 
ever} and I suppose it must be taken as a prodf of th© a**ar 
approach of that th'1 interests of Other days seem so much
®or* vital than those of the present.• • ^

— ■»...  ||> ■ 11II u ■ nmi.t WiitoV1%.m y. VWTTTI!. 1‘lff. I? / f
' "George Ripley to John Sullivan *wight, Dec, A, 1861, A, L. 3. in B. F. L
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CHAPTER

K m m m  life

Si 1865, George went to Washington, at th® invitation of th© Charles 
Anderson Danas* Th© occasion was nothing less than th© second inaugura­
tion of Lincoln, and a gay party from flew fork went down together, 
including George, whose genial nature had begun to assert itself* In a 
letter to Marianne he describes the expedition detail by detail* There 
was another reason for his letter* Marianne had been prodding his; with 
sisterly curiousity to know if there was any truth in the report of his 
engagement to a young girl* George hedgeds

X cannot think it can be true, as nothing has been said 
about it here, although I am very much devoted to Miss Carrie 
Cranch, & Miss Emily Ames (the former aged nine, th© latter 
twelve), but nothing serious lias yet com© of it* Cur little 
cousin Mattie I seldom see, & though a nice girl, she is not at all in my l i n e * 350

If there were any truth in the report, at least the description of the
lady as a young girl would be Impossible*

350 George Ripley, to Marianne Ripley, March 12, 1865, A.L*S. in 
Br* W.H.S.



• • • If «;ver I for® a new relation, it will be ith a *om&n 
whose dignity of character, experience of life, & brave en­
durance of sorrow & suffering fit her to be the congenial com­
panion of my declining y e a r s .351
The next letter to Marianne is ostensibly about hi© religion© 

views and the third Unitarian society of Octavius Brooks frothingh&m, 
for who® he has reluctantly consented to act a© a delegate at the 
Unitarian convention.

I have very little interest in ecclesiastical politics,
& no attraction for th- society of the brethren, although 1 
believe with you that Unitirianisa contains the germ of 
valuable truth} chiefly however in its love of progress, & 
its liberal construction of the traditional religious 
symbols & record®. I still enjoy ^r. Frothingham1s admi­
rable service® very highly, It am never absent from the 
Church on Sunday} although ,s.y inter st is in great part of 
a social .nature, being very intimate -"ith several member© & 
families of the congregation... .t'*

Hear the close of the letter csjtk;- voluble protest© that he had no in­
tention of getting married. At least, he ro u ld n T t unless there wa© 
love on both sides. By a remarkable coincidence, he had formed a 
most beautiful attachment. He described the lady in questions

She is a lady of German birth & education, but & resi­
dent of Sew fork for several years, and thoroughly American 
in her feelings, habits, & manners. She belongs to one of 
the wealthiest & most respectable families of the mercan­
tile class in Stuttgart, the capital of Wurte-abergj & in 
her appearance, cultivation,^' manners i| a lady of the 
rarest dignity, refinement, It delicacy.

351 Ibid.
352 George Ripley to Marianne Ripley, M&r.£6, 1&5&, A. B. S. in Br. W. H. 6.

353 Ibid-
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this cycler iou# m m  Louisa Augusta Hoarnnr Gchloasborger, &
German, the daughter of Louis Koorner, of Stuttgart* liar mrriage,
which Lad seemed a good on® had turned out badly, and bar bun band had
deserted her in W m  Tori. She sent her little girl back to Stuttgart,
and stayed on in W m  fork, perhaps a little ashamed to return to her
father m d  mother, whose other daughters had all married very well*
She was astremsly well educated in the polite education of languages
and music, th# latter of which ah# taught for a living*

At th© heme of mm® mutual friends in M m  York, the Bigelow®,
the disdnutlire music teacher ant Ripley, in October 1S64* In the

354middle of the following January, they became engaged# According
to his friend and biographer, Octavius Brooks FrotMngham, Btplcy,
conscious of ills sixty*thr@o years and her thirty, at first wished to 

355
adopt her* If he entertained such an idea In his Lonely brain, he 
soon evicted it* %  October, 1665, the courts had pronounced tier husband 
legally dead* On the 18th of that sooth, they were serried In Octavius 
Brooks frothingham1 m church, in the presence of *a few of our common 
friends (about two hundred)'1* 356

the immediate result was that George went out into society & great 
deal, which he liked, ms he was naturally gregarious* Being also consol* 
aatioiisi he worked as hard as he could to sake up for th# tins spent in

354 George Ripley to Marianne Ripley, Apr* 9, 1665* A *L*S* in 
fir* W*B*S,

355 MM* PP* 243-4.
George Ripley t© Marianne Ripley, Got* 15, 1865# A*L#6* in 
Br* W.H*S*
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w ?*mUi1 Mmml&m®. t© Aprils imt, took her husband farther
afield, than to the houses of thetr frlands. Oeorg© had never visited
Burope, and ah© doairdd intensely to take hi» there, «&d proudly
display htr trophy before the Ho#mors in Stuttgart.

fix© trip to Sur&pe ©earned to close an epoch In Bmorgm* s Ilf©.
He wrote Marianne la a tone of reminiscence?

Tom remember I presume that It la Just twenty-fire 
year# (I think this w r y  day) since we packed up our souls 
and bodies la Hr. Bills* old wn^on «§ went out to Brook 
Far©., Hho would haw© thought that such «a strung© event­
ful history,* would he the consequence! Itext week will also 
be the twenty-fifth anniversary of th© establishment of 
the Tribune, which we shell celebrate by the 
of th©'paper, & nerhapa by a dinner of the proprietors.
It complete* #y seventeenth *jfi6erlef' service, ’ two years A g ^  
a half longer than 1 was the incumbent of St. Anno Bernini. '
On the whole, Hlpley* s first Stiropean trip was a distinct suc­

cess. He node a few remarks about: th# Burope of actual ity not be­
ing a very different experience from the Burope of guide-books.
These conmontB were undoubtedly perfunctory* *©d in keeping with a 
time In which Emerson, in discussing the treasures of the soul, 
kept preaching to hie del ighted fellow-townsman that not §11 the 
sights of Bxrope could add anything to the fullness of life in.
Concord.

Th# main object of the visit, to make the acquaintance of 
Louisa1 s family, turned out very well. The brother-in-law, a French 
champagne merchant, do Bafy, was of the nobility. He took th® Eipleys

357 Qeorjge BIplay to Marianne Hlpley, Jan. 36, 1066. A. L. S. In Br.W.H.S. 

^org© Hlpley to Harlem# Hlpley, Mar. 26, 1S66. A.L.8. in Br. W.F. S.
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to hit handsome country house, sad Introduced them to the fashionable 
society of Hhiems. then the Hipleys went 00 to Stuttgart to meet th© 
Immediate family.

Mr. Hoeraer m s  a leading merchant of Stuttgart, and he and' hie 
wife made much of loalsa** fine, successful, bearded husband, who had 
a smattering of their language and was the distinguished editor of an 
encyclopedia. Heerge frnmci Louisa’s sister, Madges dm Bury, *a very 
beautiful, stylish voiao, * veiy Intelligent and well-read, #t hough- 
nothing of a blue-stocking*. f§# liked his little step-daughter, 
Qaraela, a frail, bright child, but decided to lease her with her 
adoring grandparents, instead of transplanting her to th# other side 
of the ocean.

Accompanied by Cereal a. and her nurse, the Hlpley s went to Baden* 
Bede®, where Xouisa and Carmela went on long walks end drntik goat* 9 
milk, and Ceorge temi to hare declined the goat*© milk, and written 
long letters on'the P m  ss last* Austrian war to the tribune. He also 
wrote Mariams© about th© circle of his wife*© relatives and friends*

• fhe social circle to sdsich she belongs live in a 
style of ease & elegance to .which, I have never made any 
pretensions, h to which In feet, after ay ©vperiene©* at
Brook' P a m  & in Hew Tork is not quite mjptch in my 
taste, as roughing it in a plainer way.3®9

After travelling in Italy and 3*1 tsefl and, they returned to America,
and took rooms in the fifth Avenue Hotel.

3 5 9 George Hlpley to Mariana# Hlpley, July 36, 1366, 4.1,..3. in Br.W.W.S.

>
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In June, 1867, the Biplsys wrote Marianne that they hud leaned 
the Bancroft house for tvo yeare.'^ With them lived a Mrs. long, her 
widowed daughter, end gmn&son. After a brief vacation in Orange,
Bew Jersey, they returned to lew fntfk, end installed the® eel res In 
their new quarters. Louisa was a bride, So man housekeeper, m id 
•eat Qeence off to ®a*t»t every day, which he rather enjoyed.*^ she 
was fond of society mid the lipieye beeaise familiar figures at 
the social gatherings of the city. On January S3, they gave an 
craning party to repay their various obligations, which, it surprised 
tihmse to find, required cendlng out two hundred and seventy-five 
Imitations* The affair began at nine-thirty mM supper was- served 
at eleven. This meal included boned turkey, quails, partridge, seed 
birds, Jellied tongue, ha®, charlottes, Ice creams, nougat, glased 
fruit, and sundry wines fro® the de Barys, including champagne.

360 Louisa Ripley to Marianne Ripley, June 255, 1867. A.L. 9. in Rr. W.H. S.
George Ripley to Marianne Mpley, Sept. SS5, 1067. A. 1.8. In 3i\ W.H. S.

363 s u *
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363A Miss Yapp played the piano, George had com© a long way sime th©
Brook Farm feasts of reason, squash, and brown bread* Be was one of 
the distinguished literary figures of Bew York.

In 1869, the Hipleys made a second trip to Europe, during which 
0eor@® wrote a series of letters to the frihmm idalch considerably 
enhanced his already substantial reputation, fhe Hlpley® sailed on 
the Scotia, on Bey 13, ©rrivsd In England, and spent ten days in 
London* tn this city occurred George1# great European disappoint* 
sent* He went hopefully to meet the Carlyle of theory, and met 
instead the Carlyle of fact, who was in a foul humor at the tine.
He greeted Hlpley by spluttering -so many me! edict Ions against the 
form of government of the United States that the American gave up. 
the attempt at high conversation, and walked quietly out, leaving the 
soar still spluttering, fhe other London encounters wsrs pleasant* Is 
saw Benjamin Jewett, 6. tf, Smiley, John Aright, W. H. Cahnnlng, J. J. Bay­
lor, Janes M&rtlnaau, John fysdiill, Y. K. Hurley, Louis 31 sac, Frances 
Power Cobb®, and Henry Money* fro» London they proceeded to Paris,
where the dank weather successfully spoiled their fun by giving George

S6Sa bad cold. Yhey went to 3ndanp*3adssL, where he recuperated.
Am far as the frlbune was concerned, the objective of the tour

was the Oecumenical council in Rosa®. Bhitelsar Held, the managing editor,
suggested that Hlpley go to ides for the opening of the canal, 'but Ripley 

3@Svetoed the idea, ■ Yo Home he would go, and no further* Be arrived In th© 
Sternal city in plenty of time to make arrangements for information through 
his connections with the American hierarchy. Bat all sources were seslsd' tight*

Louisa Ripley to Marianne Ripley, Feb. 18,1868* &.L. 8. in Rr,tf*R*5*
Howard Wilson, op.cit»,p.If6. Swift*op,cit,* p* 143 dates this Interview 

3Sfi iworrectly,George Hipley to Horace Greeley, July 17,1869.A.L,S. in Hew York Public 
3g6 library*

George to Whitelaw Held, Aug. 7,1869, A. L. S. in  Few York Herald*
tribune files. Hereafter this collection will be referred to as W. Y. H. ~Frib.
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la disgust, Hipley wrote Hhltelaw Helds
I hare "been here just tea days. I came in good sea^ 

son, as I told you I should in my letter of Hot, IS fro®
Ifleaaa, in reply to your telegram of the 10th, in order to 
reconnoitre and make myself master of the situation. I at 
once commenced operations for procuring information, that 
should give authority and weight to my letters, calling upon 
such of the clergy as I knew, and delivering some of ay 
numerous letters of introduction, «soundlng my dim and peri­
lous way* through an ocean of Catholic reserve and duplicity. 
Thus far everything has been totally unsuccessful. There is 
no wish to favor the press, or to facilitate reports. Jk
blind secrecy is the order of th© day. Ihe Honan priest hates
a journal let more than the devil hates holy water. There are 
no newspapers to speak of in Horae, and it is difficult to get 
hold of any of the good European journals.... not a 9enun 
and hardly m French newspaper being found In the reading 
rooms or hotels. Up to Saturday night I despaired of
being able to obtain even a shred of ©met Information on
which to expatiate rhetorically. I then discovered that the 
reporter for the Cincinnati and. St. Louis Cathollc Weeklies 
(and American Catholic lady *di© has been for years in Home, 
and Is in high favor with the Jesuits) had got possession 
through them of facts and details %£iieh would not appear Is 
Homan print for a week at least, and was about to send, the® 
to her paper* in America, thus ensuring a dead beat on the 
H. T. Journal*. What was to be done? 1 knew that this lady, 
who by the way is a very intelligent and trustworthy person 
(for a Catholic) was anxious to obtain a correspondence with 
the Tribune and I lost no time in endeavoring to prevent her 
from using her facilities (which at present X am convinced 
are exclusive) to our detriment. Ifithout being meftly-raouthed, 
f proposed to her on th© ■ spot to furnish rae with th# raw 
material which she should get for her m m  use from the Jesuits, 
and in ftea&on for my letter® to be published in the Tribune 
before here should reach Cincinnati or ft. Louis* T offered 
to pay her- the price of her letter* for the same, vis. $15 
in gold each, the ■ agreement to stop at my option. I do not 
think fee re than the stuff for 5 or 4 letters will be required, 
perhaps not even that, at all events without X have got from 
her, X should not have had. straw enough for a single brick.
I trust you will unhesitatingly approve of this arrangement, 
egad meet the extra expense, ft m s  absolutely necessary to 
avoid an ignominious defeat. ^he matter that I now send you 
can certainly be relied on. It is absolutely new and will 
appear only next Saturday in Horae, and will not get into the 
London papers in time for the® to anticipate it® publication 
by yourself. I mm at ill working with several other irons in th® 
fire, and if anything can be got, you may depend on my diligence 
to obtain it.36'

OeoTge Hlpley to Whitelaw Held, Hov. 30, IS69. A. L, S. In H* T. 
H.— Trib.



lhs lady reporter |fcrevt»c as helpful m  he hod hoped, he was left 
to M s  sis sources of information. As the proceedings of the council 
beasass monotonous, the Mplsy# set out for southern Italy, and then 
hack to Oenamay, ta an Ital tan or German bookshop, he found a relume 
of Haeraon* s essays which had been printed in leaden since Mpley came 
abroad,. Society and Solitude, Hlpley was del lotted and- set down in his 
Journal m long appreciation of Uaerson, most of it high praise, hut 
with two harsh criticisms! that feorson*» ideas were fairly.ocnMMS* 
place, though clothed 1m splendid language; and that Baersen was 
insuff ielastly methodical to follow a demonstration of $ucl id. In 
Stuttgart, he attended a socialist consentlon« Bo stayed long enough 
in Germany to write four letters to the Tribune on the Ihraiioe-Brassiaa 
Mar* But in the outness of 1870, he had had enough travel and the 
Hipleys found themselves home again.'

In 187S, Horace Greeley ran for the presidency against S m t *  He 
was overwheliaingly defeated, and died soon after. ¥bAt Interest 
Ripley took in the ©ampatip* is unknown. But in the inters Tribune 
politics immediately after the death of Greeley, he had. the keenest 
concern. Se throw his weight "to HhlttftLaw Held, whom he admired, la 
that Journalist's struggle for the editorship* In a letter to Baysitd 
Taylor in Juno, 1873, he reviewed th© Tribune' crisis of the winter 
before%

life, pp. 266-772. 
Ilf©, p. 272.



1 do not wonder At your d«#p®ir in regard to the 
Tribune ortele in December. We were certainly on the 
brink of ruin. Even before Nr. Greeley*a death, there 
was an atleapt on the part of the trustees headed by Sin- 
olair to discharge Whitelaw Held, A X nay say that it 
would hare been carried, had I not resisted the movement 
with all the energy whloh single-handed 1 could exert, 
this was before Sinclair* s proposal to sell to Orton. I 
succeeded in bringing over a majority of the trustees to 
ay view that it would be utter aadness to talcs Be id from 
the hala in such a threatening storm. then came Sinclair*s 
plot to sell A put Golf ax in charge. Neither Be id nor Bay 
knew what was going on. X found that it was a foregone eon- 
elusion on the part of Sinclair to change the proprietorship 
A management of the paper. Both Orton A himself personally 
solicited me to retain my position, with the assurance that 
no change in that respect was contemplated. But X at once 
decided that my property in the concern would be damaged 
by the proposed revolution, A Insisted that the old internes. 
Including yourself, should have the chance to sell. T i n -  
formed Bold, Bay, Booker, 0*Bourke, A fit spat rick of my 
determination to part with my shares, A they at once gave 
It their approval A decided to follow my example. After­
ward we thought it might be better to retain a portion of 
our Interest in the gallant old ship, though it should 
change its captain A owners, A accordingly, with the ex­
ception of Bold A Bay, we each held on to one share.

Than came Beid*s superb coup d*etat, one of the most 
magnificent pieces of diplomatic strategy ever achieved by 
mortal man. from that moment the Tribune was safe. Gloria 
in excelsis has been singing Itself, from the very bottom 
of my heart ever since. The paper was never half so good 
as now. Xt has more than the strength of the old Tribune, 
without Ite eccentricity, shall X say without its vulgarity, 
Everybody speaks well of it. It is paying better than ever, 
$100,000 net profits since fan. 1 (6 mos.)-

The contracting of so large a debt (half a million at 
least) is Indeed tremendous. The game involves a terrible 
risk, but with success, the profit is proportionally immense. 
If the building is once completed, the rental may safely be 
trusted for a large contribution towards the expense of the 
paper, so that a part of the proceeds of that will be clear 
gain.

There is no reason to doubt of success except the health 
of Nr. Held. Every thing apparently depends on him. Bis 
conduct is incomparably fine. Bis qualities for the position 
are truly wonderful. But should any adverse fate happen to 
Held, who is to play out the game which he has opened with 
such brilliant promise! But we need not think of this.
Bather let us look forward with cheerful hope that all the 
good omens of the present will be fulfilled in the future.



The course of Sinclair M s  bNB inconceivably 
scandalous & disgraceful* Had ife not teen f o r  bis 
rascally A insane management, tbs imeort of the Tribune 
for the last ton y e a r #  sight ter# tern doubled* I saw 
for & long ties that there was something frightfully 
* rot ion in Bmmmrk,* bet after repeated expostulations 
with Mm Om at th• beard of trustees, X found X was only 
subjecting myself to jumoyaue* without the slightest 
chance of soring him to wheteseme action* His timidity A 
indifference in that respect will always east a «bade over 
my memories of that glorified man* *70

At a meeting of the stockholder®, after th® death of Greeley, Ripley
was unanimously elected fresident of the law Xork Tribune AssooiatioB,
to which office he was reelected every year until hi® death In 1880,

370 George Ripley to Bayard Taylor, June 9, 1873* A.L.S. in Cornell 
University library*
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th©  scrupulous fa irn e s s  with w h ich  he  conducted  th e  A f r ic a n  

C yc lo p e d ia  can be seen fro m  a l e t t e r  to  E ev. M w ard  A b b o tt i

M m  A m erican C y c lo p e d ia , A p p le to n * s B u ild in g , 551 Broadway,
Feb* 2 8 , 1S74*

T our favor o f  th e  23d In s t*  was re c e iv e d  a few  days s in c e , 
f o r  which I  beg you  to  a c c e p t my c o r d ia l th a n ks *

My a t te n t io n  had a lre a d y  been d ire c te d  to  th e  a r t ic le  
w h ich  you enclose, & I  aiu su re  th a t  i t  is  q u ite  u nne cessa ry  f o r  
me to  m y  to  you that the charge o f c o n d u c tin g  th e  new e d it io n  
of the C yc lo p e d ia  in  th e  in te r e s ts  o f  the C a th o lic  C hurch is  
w ith o u t even th e  shadow o f  fo u n d a tio n *  The present e d it io n  is  
conducted  on th e  same plane as . th e  o ld  <mt, which I s  d is t in c t ly  
announced in  th e  p re fa c e  o f  the same, wXn o rd e r to se cu re  th e  
m ost complete ju s t ic e ,  in this re s p e c t, the v a r io u s  a r t ic le s  
in  th e  w ork have been e n tru s te d , as f a r  as p o s s ib le , to  writers 
whose s tu d ie s , p o s it io n ,  o p in io n s , & ta s te s , w ere a guarantee 
o f  t h e ir  thorough inf Croatian, & w h ich  fu rn is h e d  a p re su m p tio n  
o f  t h e ir  fa irn e s s  a impartiality• • .S ack s u b je c t has h e m  
tre a te d  in  th #  p o in t o f  v ie w  o f  th o se  w ith  whom I t  i s  a 
s p e c ia lty ,  #*. n o t in that o f in d if f e r e n t  o r  hostile observers*Yi 
.. .Thus th #  a r t i c le  on *  A n a b a p tis ts 1’ was w r it te n  b y  B ov. P ro - 
fe a s o r C u tt in g , o f  Hoehester U n iv e rs ity * * •

T h is  p la n , we th o u g h t, w orked a d m ira b ly *  I  have n e ve r 
h e a rd  I t  com p la ined  o f  b e fo re *  On the c o n tra ry ,  th e  C yc lo ­
p e d ia , as f a r  m  1 know , has been universally cocaeendsd f o r  
who fa ir n e s s ,  th e  in te ll ig e n c e ,  & th e  im p a r t ia l i t y  o f  i t s  r e ­
lig io n e  a r t ic le s  * Th© same ha® boon m ost d i l ig e n t ly  & m ost 
c o n s c ie n tio u s ly  fo llo w e d  in  r e v is in g  th©  p re s e n t e d it io n *  Th® 
C a th o lic s  have p re c is e ly  th©  cam# s ta tu s  in  i t  as th e  o th e r 
r e lig io u s  denominations— no le s s  & mc> m ore. have b u t oa© 
C a th o lic  w r i t e r ,  D r* O’Reilly, a son o f  g re a t le a rn in g  & 
l i b e r a l i t y ,  a voco de r from th #  J e s u its , who thus f a r  has n e ve r 
shown th e  s l ig h te s t  d is p o s it io n  to  fa v o r  h is  C hurch* He could, 
not do so however, i f  he w o u ld , as a l l  his a r t ic le s  (as  w e ll 
as o th e rs )  a re  th o ro u g h ly  exam ined b y  S ir, Dana, h r*  Robert 
C a r te r , A m y s e lf, b e s id e s  th# s c ru t in y  o f  tw o o r  th re e  o th e r 
v ig i la n t  re v is e rs  before th e y  arm f i n a l l y  p r in te d *  O r*
G * E « illy f s le t t e r  is  perfectly innocent— a more announcement 
■to C a tu o lic  s u b s c r ib e rs  that th e  doctrines & ceremonies of 
their Church would, n o t be misrepresented although the w ork 
was conducted  under such s tro n g  Frotestant influences*

I beg you however, my d e ar S ir ,  to  watch, us well, & i f  
a f t e r  th e  m ost c a re fu l s c ru t in y  o f  o u r r e lig io u s  a r t ic le s ,  
you  f in d  a n y  m arks o f  partiality, I  hop© . ou will maason ue
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to repentance. There is nothing we sin at store earnestly than to 
da Justice, without partiality or favor, to every branch of the 
Church as wall as every Aeparta»ut of science. '

X will ool close without thanking you for the way la tell i~ 
^eat not ice of Tale. I»!f# which appeared recently la year 
columni. Sneh coassents are- as.Instructive & valuable no saet 
■newspaper# are worthless. ,. ̂ 57#
Besides writing reviews for the frlhone, Ripley frequently wrote 

obituaries. Is had completely taken on the newspaper attitude., 
dictated by the necessity of appearing in print, that news should go 
out at th# earliest possible anneal. Mis outlook on death, at the 

office at least, can only be described as prosaic. Dp one 
sad occasion, he wrote;

Bear ttr, laid
I enclose a brief nolle© of Mr. Fletcher Harper, who 

if still living will probably not survive the night. I
hop# you wHl flad it opportune.

Tours faithfilly

m  Meet 19th St.
Cawley 4 P.M.
May 27, 1877*

in interesting ease in point is that of Mrs, Henry Field, a friend of 
the Rlplsyst

IS Meet 39th St.
Sender, P. M. 4 oclock 
Feb. 35 *75

%  dear Mr. laid
Mrs* Scary Field la not expected to live nony hours . 

and way pass away before naming, though I think she will

George -Ripley to K&ward Abbott, Feb. 38, 1874. A. 1. S. in H. C. 1. 
376 deozg* 3lpl«y to Vhlt.l.v Sold, Frb. PS, 1876. A.L.S. In B .Y .H .-T r lb .
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survive a few days.
Hi® Rveaing Host will have a long notice, tm& on 

fueeeont of hay peculiar history and position, you m y  
«!»• with mo that it would ha wall to give a somewhat 
extended sketch in the Tribune*

I send shat I haws written in order to he pre­
pared for any event, mH if you approve, it eight he 
Wet to. put It in type in season for a proof.

Tours ever faithfully,
a.*?7*

Use practicality of the- outlook would he appalling, if Ripley had no 
further feelings on the natter. Bat a letter from Henry M. Field, 
two weeks after Bipley** ness*,, shows that there had been another 
statement of the fsaihert

2 Raet 15
torch IS, 1875

. Hear to*. Hlpley
: tow can 1 ever thank you enough for all your kind- 

; nesses to me & mine, & ©specially in your words, so 
tender & so true, spoken of the beloved dead? Xt i». in- 

' deed & great consolation to me in ay hitter sorrow, that 
ay deer wife is so Justly appreciated by a large circle 
of friends— & such friends. Top, 4 Mrs. Hlpley have 
long boon amoisf those who® we ©steamed the most, hut 
sine© this last experience you have a stronger hold than 
ever on ay grateful affection, toy you long he spared 
to' each other, A have jeewr years of happiness, is the 
earnest desire of.... 377
Ripley* ©last published writing vas his chapter in Justin 

Windsor* s ■ Memorial 11 story of Boston, on •Heston* m place in the

376 Omaissm H lp le y  to t fh t t . la w  as Id, Feb. 38, 1976. A. US. In S.T.R.-Trlb.

377 Henry M. ?t.ld, tso S m is *  Wpl.,, Urnt . 18, 1876. A.US. In B tp lc y '.
torspbeok, in 1. 0. t.



History of Philosophic Thought.** Hi® wore th® sketch©® of Kirkland,
Levi Hedge, and Morten* Th# chapter was finished by George r# Bradford*
Biploy had been suggested to Windsor by Frederic Henry Hedge, to whose
library of translations he had contributed article# on Sehleler&acher,

378and by Georg# E. Ellis.
Ripley* s later years were uneventful. Louisa, who liked travel­

ing: m  much as be dotes ted it, went to Ger^ny in 1074, to bring back 
M s  stop-daughter, Garmela* 379 Ripley became extremely fond of the 
girl* He entertained for her, and naood her in M s  will as benefici­
ary in case of th© death of Louisa* 380

In 1ST?, m  old Brook Farmer attempted, a reunion of th# surviving 
members* Ripley sent t m  group a messagei

Brook Buns m y  well point to th# children who graced 
her social service# so long tin# ago, and who have since 
ripened Into strong m m  and noble women, saying, with 
the modest pride of the Roman matron, "These ©re my jewels." 381
Words of appreciation from, persons he admired gave him a very 

real and unsophisticated pleasure* In his scrap book, he wrote down 
th# kind mention which Professor Tyndall had made concerning him to a 
frittad in Sew York.382

378 Justin Windsor, to Georg© Ripley, Jan* 23, 1B80, i.L.S. in M.11.3.
379 Georg© Ripley to «•*, Feb* 14, 1075, .H.*L*&* in M.ll.S*
380 George Ripley, will* copy in record# of the Court of th© Surro­

gate of lew fork Comity* K&oept for three bequests, th® estate
was to go to Louisa | in of her death before Ripley * a, to
Camelej in ease of her death, to her husband. Eta Von Crull*

381 UUd, p. 154*
382 John Tyndall to B.l* Xoumans, Feb. 19, 1875, portion copied in

M.S. Scrapbook, in H.C.L.



In his- relationship with th# Tribune In his later years, k© ex­
p e c te d  s p e c ia l a t te n t io n ,  and g o t I t .  Thera is a s im p le  but eloquent 
eKdhaage of inter-offic© memos*

37 West 19th St* June 3, 1878
%  dear Mr* laid

**• iy complaint of the ©exposing room was not that 
the proof was sent too let®, but th# mrmlmmnmBm of the 
person in charge who paid no attention to my written di­
rection to send ©qpy with proof 9 and-.who sent up Stall©/fs 
hondon letter iustead of th© m m m d  galley of Bryant, 
which was ready*

Tour© faithfully,
G.B* 383

And m  th© bottom of th© note, in Reid1 s bands
Hr. Thompsoni Better see who is responsible for 

this and report to si# about it* Mr* Ripley is sensitive 
to neglects of this kind and they ought to be very care­
ful about him*

WJU
Be was not, however, a stuffy old man* He remained throughout

his life particularly sensitive to th# feeling© of others* He liked
to b® liked* At the end of a letter to Her* Edward Abbott, h© wret#%

My deer M r* A b b o tt, I beg you to  b e lie v e  th a t  y o u r 
e x p re s s io n s  of personal a p p re c ia tio n  ere a cce p te d  in  
Hi® same s p i r i t  in  w h ich  th e y  ©x* given, & th a t  your
jv u t h fu l  enthusiast's is  as welcome £* beautiful, as I f
the fro s t©  o f  many w in te rs  had n o t whitened my head, 
th ough  I t r u s t  th e y  have n o t chilled qy heart* 38k

There was an even more attractive expression o f bis kindly feelings*

383 George Hlpley to Shltelaw Held, Jim® 3, 1878, A.L.S* in I.X* 
Herald-Trlbune files*

38b George Ripley to Mward Abbott, Oct* 20, 1875, A*L*£* in 
H.C*L*
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As he mt waiting' tor hi® proofs to be delir® red at th® assigned minute, 
the messenger mrriwi, looking part loul curly bedraggled* tiplay e»* 
treated th® story, and wrote Beid about it.

€31 Fifth AT. April 3f 1880
dear Kr. Eeld
th® lad who bring# jay proofs (amI who seems

to ho a alee ciril little fellow) m m  knocked down, 
kicked, trempled on msd otherwise shamefully entreated 
by m gang' af large boys* a® he left th® HovwNft 1# 1.
4th At. % 53rd it.,last evening at half past 8 oclack.
She gang of beys hauat ^*9 locality of th® Station In 
th® evening and appear to be watching a chiuse® to do 
mischief. I fear oar littl® boy may get tort by th® 
ruff Xmas, a® he 1® mot very «tout and apparently mot 
t»$eh of a fighting character.

^tmld it b® ®®ll to substitute an older felloe la 
hi® place, b %  enough to take care of himself, or to 
send him by the Madison At. cars; or to give a hint to 
an M.P. if on© should #wr tempp&m to. be on ha&d shea'
.masted.

Tour® faithfully
V * * »

And on the reverse side m s  written in laid*® hands 
B. W.

that do you know abt. this?
If. B*

m  le ose of Mr* Hh~mpvmn* • ■ boys, and, a® fir. Bipley sway®, 
a nice little feUtw. 1® had not told Mr. *Bioep»0a any- 
thing about the matter, bat Mr* f* will at once take step® 
to stop the attack® on his.

a . M.

385 George Btplsy to fhitelaw Beid, Apr. 3, 1880* A. %. S. la W* T. M.-trlb,
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I s  h is  la s t  y ara, Hlpley* s m ind m s , as a lw a ys , intensely a c t iv e ,
A l i t t l e  n o te b o o k , eonkainiag comments on philosophy, in  particular on 

H artm ann*s P h ilo s o p h y  o f th e  yaooR aclong. shown th e  ca re  w ith  w h ich  h« 

analysed much of h is  re a d in g *  He d is c u s s e s  th e  q u e s tio n  o f fc ind  in  

Nature*
I t  is  a d m itte d  on a l l  hands th a t th e  cosm ic fo rc e s  o f 

Babur® p re ra n h  phenomena th a t  a re  c h a ra c te r is e d  by I n t e l l i ­
gence , W i l l ,  & A d a p tiv e  P u rp ose , a lth o u g h  w ith o u t C o n sc io u s- 
n e a s ..• •

Hu o ffe re d  fo u r  e x p la n a tio n s  o f th e  w o rk in g» o f u n con sc ious mind in  

n a tu re *

1 , They a re  th e  im m edia te  o f f  s o ts  o f th e  D iv in e  Power & W isdom* th #  
im m ed ia te  A c tio n  o f God,

2. They a re  th e  e f fe c ts  o f secondary 'Qattees, o rd a in e d  & co n - 
c o n tin u e d  by God, l ik e  P la s t ic  *aturw, th e  fo u l o f  th e  
W o rld , A te .,

3* fbey are due to dualities Inherent in the cosmic forms them- 
©wives, without mmferenee t o  m y  other a g e n c y , natural or 
agqpB&atura l, m a te r ia l o r s p ir i t u a l ,

4* They a re  th e  a c tio n  o f  an A b s o lu te , *n c o n s c io u s  Pow#r ( H a rt­
mannT a One St A l l ,  co rre s p o n d in g  to  S p in e s *1 a S ubstance,K anWA 
D in g  in  h ic h ,S p e n ce r* s H n kn c '-a b le , & th e  God o f  The ism , o f  
w h ich  a l l  the- observed fe a ts  a re  p h « n o a e n a *rc p re a e n ta tio n s • ) • » •

Hartm ann* * p rob lem  may be described as '"the exposition o f the' un­
conscious forces • o f  Batura w hich a c t w ith  purpose St intelligence.”,.. 
Hartmann generalises the unconscious a c tio n  m  a unitary force? I 
r e g a r d 'i it  m  th e  a c tio n  o f , .the  cosmic fo rc e s , accord .lag to fchgir in­
herent qualities, without reference to  any. u n ita r y  p r in c ip le .

Hlpley*•© p h ilo s o p h ic a l v iew s in  bis o ld  mg# included belief in a material
and aq^iritual principle, and seemed to unclude that of a conscious f£od.

386 Georg# Hlpley, W .  Notebook, in M. B. S.



a u

The full recognition of mind in contrast with matter, 
involves two things* — -1st that mental processes are 
conscious processes. and these onlyj that such processes 
beyond our consciousness are indicated to us by order* by 
the adaptation of means to ends.3̂ *7

The last definitive statement of Kipley*s religious beliefs was in 
1853# to Theodore barker, almost thirty years before hi® death, dur­
ing all of which y-ars his active, inquiring mind was never idle*
In IS53, h® wrotei

I hold to nothing more strongly than that every man 
should be the founder of his om. religion* & hence, 
where this is done, we can hardly expect any two to stand 
on the same platform. .* .For my om part, as I presume you 
can thoroughly understand, the only religion which I be­
lieve in is the recognition of the Divine in man & nature*
The Good, the Beautiful, & the True is the Holy Trinity 
which commands the convictions of my'intellect,& the adora­
tion of my heart. Hence, I can love & worship Jesus as 
the incarnation or Eternal Truth, Beauty, & Goodness.
Hence, too, I can love & worship all True, Good, & Beauti­
ful men & women, as incarnations of the ineffable, incon­
ceivable Godhead* The adoption of this faith seems to me 
the turning-point of humanity, X cannot express my sense 
of its importance to the progress, the, salvation, the. power, 
glory, & blessedness® of the race. When men reeieve sic this 
as a living faith,, ^at&n will faint with mart .1 sickness, the 
milleniuffi will dawn upon nations, social harmony will be 
inaugurated, & this Knastyw world be transfigured into th® 
heavenly Zion. Mow, my dearest Theodore, it seems to me 
that you do not ■■give, sufficient prominence to this idea in 
your theology, & instead thereof take your stand too ex­
clusively on the personality of the Godhead. God is Spiritj 
hence not Person* or if so in essence, not so to usj for 
hew can we reconcile personality, with infinity! limitation, 
with non-limitation| existence, with the essence of Being.
£nd practically, how much spiritual damage accrues from

387 Ibid. It must be remembered that Eipley * t notes were almost en­
tirely critical, hence this use of the argument from order in the 
Universe cannot be certainly ascribed to hi® • s hie; it nay be 
© fragment of analysis from his tremendous reading.
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391
the intuitive power of mind* Seeker .knee that he was in earnest, and
w ro te  Brown son th a t  Ripley had n o t u n d e rs to o d  th e  book, and th a t  * h ia

demon hm» get a l i t t l e  th e  m a s te rj of h i* * 11 Be found m m e  o f R ip le y **
s ta te m e n ts  u n g e ne rou s , b u t excused them , as R ip le y *  s n o tic e  was fa v o ra b le

to  c ir c u la te  th e  book* B ecker c h ie f ly  g rie v e d  o ve r Ripley** n o tic e  because
392

*ii shows n o t a C a th o lic  to n e  o f  m ine in  h i* * * . On th e  s u b je c t o f  Ripley1 s 
f i n a l  b e lie fs ,  n e ith e r  Rrotkinghn*, Ripley*« p a s to r , n o r h is  e a rn e s t Gath- 
© lie  fr ie n d s  c o u ld  be c o n s id e re d  im p a r t ia l*  frothing!***, th e  f r ie n d  o f  Mrs# 

R ip le y , was w r it in g  an authorised b io g ra p h y , and when he s ta te #  th a t  Louisa 
was th e  o n ly  p e rso n  to  who* Ripley, d y in g , tu rn e d , he had reason  to  b e lie v e  

so* fa th e r  H a cke r, when he re m in is c e d  about the r e lig io u s  v ie w #  o f  h i#  

dead f r ie n d ,  was an o ld  mart* Ripley1# rem ark® , p o s s ib ly  hum orous, may 

have seemed in  r e c o lle c t io n  more s e rio u s  th a n  th e y  were o r ig in a l ly  in te n d e d .

0* J u ly  A , lddO, th e  o ld  man was d y in g . Difficulty in  bre*thing, 
end undoubtedly # f ie r c e  p r id e  k e p t h i®  f r o *  h i#  bed* Am he s a t a t  hie 
d e sk , L o u is a 1# fa c e  m e te d  o u t ox s ig h t*  Re had s lip p e d  in to . th e  aane 
w ide spues# m  S o p h ia , h i*  noble f r ie n d  Theodor* b a rk e r , f ie r c e  o ld  Andrews 
N o rto n , S arah and Je ro a e  R ip le y , h is  s is te r#  and b ro th e r# , and th e  va n ish e d  

hopes o f  B rook Farm*

391 Weekly tribune, March 17, 1SS5#
392 Isaac T* Seeker to Orsstws A* Brownson, n*d., A*L*S# In Panilst 

Archives*



'Readers sre caution-d &g?.inet copying any ^ortion o f  the 
letters o r other asanuecripts ■■"noted, *t, *ith ‘-iresption of the 
letter5 printed in Octavius -rooks *rothingh&a, George Hi ley, 
they ere restricted.
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MArac*m sovmm
the nost important group ef letters ef 9*«r|t tad Sophia Bipley l» 

la the Massachusetts Historical Society* The Dana ptp»n include almost 
all the Iattars of Sophia, and a number of George's* The largest collec­
tion of th* papers of George Eipley la the Frethinghem collection* whleh 
Include a portion of these used by Octavius Brooks Frothiogham la his 
biography* this is the soil saleable single source* the Bancroft papers 
contain a great number of letters free Eipley* There are also tiploy let 
ters la the Bel lees* Ball* Preble* and Shettnek eel lee t ions* there Is a 
Brook Farm collection* including tee account books* book of the minutes 
ef the nestings of the eesBslttee* notebooks with the names of the Walters 
Group* sad a number ef letters* The letters used by day Bead la betters 
frea Brook Fare, 1844^77* are alee la the eoeietyi Miss Keed did met 
publish them completely*

The largest single source ef letters ef George Elplay Is the files 
ef the Mew fork Hera ld-Tribuae • There are one hundred and three letters 
ef Eipley* and twenty-five ef White law laid to El ploy or Louisa A* S. 
tlpley* Most of these letters are brief notes os Tribune business) seas 
of then are long and valuable*
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the eollection of So t. Robert Lordj Hi« eellootion of Sot. tflysees S.
Mlhwrai the Sow fort Public Idhreryt the Metre Items University Library* 
tho collection of Mr*» Th&m* Odlcroof the Archives of the Faulist Fathers* 
the Pennsylvania Historical Societyi the Pierpe&t Morgan Library* the 
ool loot ion of Sr. Frederic Wolooy Pratt* the col loot loo of Frofooeor lorry
H. Worfelf Tele- Btelveratby Library. There ore letter* role ting to Sophia 
Willard Bene Ripley in the collection of Professor Usury Wadsworth Long­
fellow Sue, espies of which ore in Bode Ilf fo College, the Boston Athe­
naeum Charge Bosks for 1817-41 ore e pert ion lor ly valuable source on 
Mlpley’a roodlng. fho American Unitarian Association has a book of 
records of the Thirteenth Congregational Seeiebyi most of tho Items re­
lating to Mi ploy were published la A Farewell Discourse. The Association 
else has MS. Journals of Theodore Marker, there is a copy of tho will of 
Soorge tlplsy in the Surrogated Court of Sew fork County.
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Article* fry flaorg* Mivlmp

*Ba OarnmA© ©a 5alf-XAuaatlo&". Okrietiaa Ixaisi»*r, II* tm. 70-1Q7.
«apt, 183®-------------------------------- -----
•laligloa la fraaaa*. Christian Ixaala#?* X, pp. 273-293, July, IS31.
•iir Jam#* Maaklittaalh * ttMaal J^iloaopliy*. Christian Xraailxiay, XXXI. 
PP. 30-332* 1833*
"Foetalas*!*. Ohrlatiam XragsliMtr* XI* pp. 3**7-373# 2*». 183b*
*9rafaatar Foil#©1* XaMMgaral*, 0ferl*tia*i Wmminar, XI* pp. 373*3X0*
**«. 103*. '

•Profeesor P.areh1 * Fvmnalatlaa of Hardar*. Christian Broad nar* XVIII* 
pp. 167-221, Map, 1035. ~ ~~
* Herder* is theological Opinions m£ nmrrlmn*. Christian tjesaaliiay,
XIX. pp. 172-£$*. *av. 1035. ~~ “  '
•S@M«i*r»*aliar a# a fhoologlaa*. Chrifttl»n Examiner* XIII* pp. 311-
332* «?*n. 1033- ”  1 '
*M»rt !»•*&*• Hatlonal* of Xoligism* Inquiry®, Christian Xxamlaer,
XXI* m * 225~25%* *©▼. 1836*
"fhaologio&l Aphorism*'1. Ohrlgtlam Examiner. XXI* pp. 385*398*
Jaa-* 1837-
*A latter to a Thaological Student”. Mai* 1* pp. §51* 0©%* XghO.
•A tat tar t* these Who think* hy Xdwsrd Palmar*. Mai* 1* pp. 351- 
856, Oat. 18^0.
"Materially* la Bel ig loss or Beligiom* Forss» and theologies! Formula*, 
hy mil ip Harwood'1. Mai* 1* pp. 267-271, Oot. If&O.
•Oaurr** oemplaia* da Platen* tra&uitaa da Ora# *a Praaeai*, aoeeaqpagaaaa 
d* Argument philosophise**, 4a Mate* M  start ana* at philologiqn*. Far
Viator Oomata.* M a i * I* pp, 871*2* Oat. 1S%0.
^Frofassar Walker*» Vindication of Philosophy*. Mai* I* pp. 297- 
260* Oat. i«^o.
"fro Sermon* oft the Clad treatment and. on the Emancipation of Sine**, 
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