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Lisette Kigge, Doctor of Philosophy, 13942
iz jor: American Literature, Depsrimsnt of English.
Title of Disgertations George snd Bophla Ripley
Dirscted by Professor Hsrry R. Warfel.
Papes in dizseristiom: 255
¥orde in Abstracts 500
Thiz éissertation ip & blograsphicael study of George Ripley =nd of his
first wife, Bophis Willard Dans. Its purpose in sddition to presenting e
deteiled chronology ie 40 trzee the history of thought of the Ripleys, and
to snalyse thelr original writings, to describe. the edliorizl career of

Goorge Ripgley in serving awver#l sablishere and four wsgaszinest The ggrigtiag
Register, the Die}, the Barbinger, snd Hgrper's Monthly Msgaglne, and to de-
tail his work &s-liicr&ry editor §£.tua Row Xark ;r yu¢:,'} |

Thie diveertstion is bseed upon ¢ first hand sxaminntion of sll sxist-
ing manuscript msterials to which the suthor hed sccess, ss well =25 to a
survey of orinted materisls. In Octavius Brooks Frothinghsm's blogrsphy of
Ripley, (1882) are printed meny letters, the sunuseripts of some of which
seem Yo have been lost. Two hundred and forty-nine letters by Grorge Rloley
snd forty-one by 8ophia have been locsted snd used in the prepsration of this
study. Other ungublished astericls sre s szhort sutoblographiesl skeleh, two
zermong, & commonglace hook, the echnrge booke of the Boston Aihenssum snd of
Hervard Collegs Librsry, two notebooks, snd the sccwunt books, snd books of
sinutes of Brook Faram,

Through consultstion of ths un;udblished asteriale, for the firgt time
it hse been uossibles to follow ths sequsnce of (aorges Riplepls belisfe ss he
wovad frow the Cslvinism of hiz childhood through Unitarisnism to the broadest
theiem., EveW sfter his first ictroduction to the doetrine of the Intuitive

power of mind, Ripley held to this common beliosf of the Tramnccoendentslicets.
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The humen mind, he claimed, has dirset psreeption of truths which sre in

the mind of God. His assurance: that all souls szven the humblest, have
sccess to the Delty, filled hir with & Teverence for man a3 msn. This senti-
ment, at once religlous and socisl, to & large extent inspired the founding
of Brook Farm, snd informed meny of hig essays snd reviews. ©Sophia, impelled
by her conscience towsrde reforming the world, félt repugnence for the 3uil
pgeople in it., Bhe found eomfoft in Roman é&thnlieisn, whieh supplisd her
social work with an emotional stiraction not previously present. George,
after the failure of Brook Farm, enguged in litersry pursuits. He still
urged the freedom of the individual, stoocd againsi glavery, end assked in.
creased civil rights for women. ‘

48 a litersry figure, Géarga rw#rwvmﬁtsﬂ the best Americen Vietorien
teste., 48 = tragslawr of French snd German theological and philosoghicsl
works, he h&st&ae@lthc élawerine pfjrrgnsaéuégﬁ}aliga; 'Ris'aiigxﬁtl
t&eolagical vriiinga show that extr#ﬁa lib@r&iism rhich inviteé”&tt$ak:
from the conservatives; he wes the first manbgr of the Trensesndentel group
t¢ be criticlged for his views, Lz an editor of magasines, he generally
failled to bring his hopes to frultiom, but as sn editor of books, .articularly
of the Kew American Cyclopedla, he was more successful. As a2 litersry critie,
RBigsley followed the conventional yatterns of reviewing; his anaslyses of books

gsve & new dignity 10 the newspeper as 8 nedium for litersry informstion.
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Renders are cnubimmed agalnst couying sny oriion of the
Letreras or obther manuserlupis Juoted, 1k, sith sxeeption of the
iotters .rinted in Oebtovius Srooks Yrothinghsm, Gsorge 03 lev,

they mre rosptricted.



CHAPTER I
CREERFIZLD

The little town of Creenfield, Massachusetts, in the fire¢
years of the nineteenth century, beasted fifteen hundred inhabi-
tants, ons chuwch, one pudlie wml.l To the north m_‘m“' of
this town, the ploughed fields, broken by woods, spread over sharply
pitched hills. Hers the country wae perceptidbly more rugged then
to the east, and the neighdboring villages, such as Zhelburne, were
over five hundred feet higher than Greenfield. On the east was the
fertile Comnecticut River valley; the river itself lay a few miles
beyond the town. To the south was the jJunction of the litile Jreen
end Deerfield Rivers, which were tributary to the Connecticut. To
reach Oreenfleld from Boston, it wes nscessary to cross the high,
broken country east of the Connectiocut, on réwi; vhich were, at
best, narrow and tortuous. In bad weather they beceme mud bsnks,
sheets of ice, or snow drifts in due season. Summer offered better

travel, bul even then one rode for several days threugh the dust, or

1 Octavius Brooks Frothinghsm, Geo Ripley {(Americ-n Men of Letters
Series, Charles Dudley Warner, ed., Boston, Housghton Mifflin, 1882),
Pp. 2~3. Hereafter, this work will be referred to as Jife,



Jolted around inside a carriasge, before the narrow vistas and sharp
cutlines of the high couaniry gave place to the more ample horizons
and the gleaming Conneoticut River.

Hews came slowly to this besutiful end retired community. The
large towns, with the current of intelleotual 1ife puleing through
them, were far off, and the difficulties of transportation mede them
farther still. 1802 was innccent of railroads or steam boats. In 1837,
a mounted courler brought the mail from Boston once a week;z in the
firet years of the century, the citizens of Greenfield must have heard
but dimly of the affairs of thui clty, ninety miles awey. ZEven more
remote must have seemsd the affeirs of distant Wechington, the muddy
oclty on the Potomac, where Jefferson presided over the White House,
and was sometimes confused with Anti-Chriat by the good Federalists
of Massachusetts.

Jerome Ripley was a person of no emall importance in his commu-
nity. to which he had come from his native Hingham, after some years
in Boston. Hias country store bossted "DUry and Fancy Goods," the latter
term covering a varlety of commodities, including 11quors.3 He was at
various times Justice of the Peace, member of the State lLegislature, and
Aspociate Justice of the Dounty Court of Sessions. Thie dody met at
Greenfield, the seat of government of Franklin County. There are a few
l1ittle memorandum books of this scrupnlously precise judge in existence.
An interesting item, which dates between the years 1797 end 1799, shows

the type of case handled by Jerome Ripley, and slso the vslue of money

2 1Ivid., p. 3.

3 Willlam S. Allen The Ripley Femlly of (Greenfield, s MS. peper read
before the Greenfield Historiocal Society, and lent to me by Mr. Philip
Ripley, p. 6. Hereafter this work will be referred to as Ripley Family.




3.

in Greenfield. For a case of assault and battery, he fined cne
Thomes Miller the sum of £ifty centa®.

The worthy Justice was of a type which was indigencus to the
northern United Ststes. Ha d1d not correspond to a member of the
English middle class, because he recognized none higher exoept, .erw
haps, the local minister, He was notia #bcn bourgeols®, because there
is an implication of condescension im the term, and no cne condescend-
ed to rural NHew England. Like his community, he was hard working,
respectable, and essaati&ily congservative. He feared God, nevey
short-changed auybody, and caused his son Gcargé mild smusement by
his staunch veneration for Timothy Pickering end the authors of Fedw
eralism. Coni&mpor&:y acoounts speak of him &8 & ceutlous and amisble
man, who minded his own business, was slow to .dopt opiniong, but ocnce
having made up his mind, stuck to 1%, ®though at a cost of teupérary
loss of popularity, or of & brief interruption of kind feelings on the
part of those he loved b.ﬁ’h‘*.s

His wife, Sarah Frankiin Ripley, was a descendant of the uncls of
Benjemin Franklin., She was a reserved, respectable, New England house~
wife, who knew all the dogmas necessary Lo salvation, and the exact num~
ver éf squash in the family larder. ©he held to her religious views with
tha same tenncity as Jerome to hig, The family used to sssemble for
prayers, but not without something like schism. Jerome Ripley was Unid-

tarian, and Barah Franklin, orthodaxﬁ. The family were ubout equally

4 Ibid.,p. 6.
5 Ibid,,p. 7.
6 Ibids,Pe 4+
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jar Bassachusetts for the south, where she took an active pa:t im

colored missions until her death, in 187116. Thomzae, the eldest som,

and his charming wife, were the center of a chserful sccial circle.

If George called at his brotherfsg house some afternoen, he wouid find
there a group of young people, enjoying tea and the conversation of hie
sister-in-law, Sussn Cla; Kipley'®. Serious Franklin Ripley, when he
grew up, followed in his father's footsteps, and became & judge, in this
case, of the Probate Cowrt, He was the family financier, to whom the
others turned, in thelr later years, for the settlement of wills. Var~
ious offices in ithe local bank, from cashier to president or direetor,
had well fitted him for such tnnkalzg ¥ranklin was, like his fsther,
conservative, inflexible, but apparently more vutspokes., Lydia Hobart,
the fourth child, msrried the Rev, Bsnoroft Fowler, and Elizabeth Frank-
lin, David Brigham, Beiween Elizabeth and George existed a particularly
close friendship. The difference in their ages did not lesszen the com-
panionship which he felt towards this intelligent and sympathetie wumanlg.
Her little daughter, Kate, was the affectionate pleymete of Umecle Georgs,
when he returned to Greenfield with all the glory of Cambridge sbout him,
for the holildays., Harriet and Harianne were nearest to George in age.

Harriet was & gulet and pgentle psrson, who took great . leasure in the

miid, natural beauty of trees and gardens, and in the neat, box-bordered

10 Ibid., p. 7.
1 Ixd., »s 8.
iz Zbid., p. 11.
13 Ibids, P .
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reverenced the same great nsmes of learned divimes of earlier tinmes,
such as the great Jonathan Edwards. 41l traced their ancestry back te
the English reformers. But any attempt of one church to impose upon
another what it should belleve, would have been greeted with wonder,

The minister was chosen by his soeietly, and sometimes diemissed
by it. Cenerally speaking, once installed, the pastor swayed his quiet,
respectable, docile comgregation. Change in dogma wag still aoctively in
progress. The discarding process, begun with the Reformers, had not end-
ed in England., GSometimes a congregation drifted imperceptibly with its
pastor into Unitarianism; sometimes the pastorte changing views provoked
& similar conscious change in those of his people., The earliest example
of & church which, Trinitarian one day, became, by its active determina-
tion, Unitarian the next, was that of King's Chapel, Boston, ia 1785,%9
The much loved p=ustor, losing his faith in the TriniYyy, informed the
proprietors that under the circumstances he had nc altermative but te
depart. The congregation took counsel with itself, and decided to re~
tain their minister at all costs. Accordingly they severed their com-
nection with the Congregational Church, shortened the endings of prayers,
and Sundays went on much as befores On the other hand, it sometimes hap-
pened thati the elders of the congregation decided that the preacher and
the younger members were odlous with heresy, and acprimonious sechism took
place. Tie law would be called in to decide the possession of the church
and furniture, Sometimes the newer belief triumphed, whemnce the paradox
that in meny New England towns, the First Church is Unitariam, gnd»the

Second Church, orthedox. Something of the sort took place im Harvard,

19 James D. Hart, The Qxford Companion to Americ ?&&ara&gie (London,
New YQI‘k, Toronto, By 1941 » Po (-7
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CHAPTER II
SCHOOL

Littls is known aboutl George's childhood. and school years.
He attanded the public school in Greenfleld. which probably, like all
such institutions in New England, was an unpretentious affalr, This
sehool must have been a large one, as it was the only such in Creen-
field, a town of fifteen humdred people, There seems to Sav§’ba¢n"sa-
delay of unknown cause cen#@@t&d 'ith‘th. pragroaé‘al George's Qdﬁsitibnn
Although a very good student, he did}not enter Harvard nnt;l he was
gseventeen, which was a bit beckward for those sxscting tiﬁés, Perhaps
the good public school was not of the stuff of which sdvanced scholars
were made. Or, as one begins to suspect from the continuocus references
té his health In his letters, perhaps poor George was intimately acquainbe
od with every childish dipease lurking within miles of Gr;enfield.

After the public school, George attended the academy of a ilr, Hunt-
ingdon, in Hadley. This was guite & large affair, of one hundred and
thirty pupils, and prepared directly for college. Here George made friends

with Sglvester clnpp,zo another serious minded scholar, rnd the two would

s

20 George Ripley to Sylvester Clapp, Nov. 13, 1819. 3.L.S. in the posses~-
sion of Lisette iHiggs.



10,

sit under the trees end resrrange the universe in suoch long end satie-
faotory conversations that it was remarkable that thinge should be very
much the same wiih the world afterwerds. Both were very religious doys,
& little priggish, and spent much time in earnest discourse on the temp~
tations of life, of which they had no knowledge whatever. Lettere to the
senior Ripleys from Hedley show what wes, perhaps, George's first major
frustration. He had set his heart on Yale, and summoned what he consi~
dered the most telling arguments in his faver, to impress his father,
wvho was inclined to Harvard,

Hadley, June 16, 1818,

Hy dear Mother,-~..,.We have a very large school thle term, about
cne hundred and thirty. Mr. Huntingdon salculates to fit me for
college bdefore next Commencement, I suspeat that if my health

is goed 1 oan read the Testoment and Minora thias term, which is
el)l thet is required at Ysle. To fall 1is absolutely lmpossibdle,
In haste... 121

Honored Parent,~~....This guarter expires on the 1ll1th of August,
about six weeks from this time. I expect then to have studied
the Kinora and arithmetio. There will then be only a fortnight
before Commencement, and the remeining studies which I need are
the Greek Testament and slgebrs and anclent and modern geogrsphy.
You will easily perceive that it will be impossidle for me %o
becoeme acquainted with these before the term commences. I nmay
perhaps, with hard etudy end previous eeloulations, dy & year
from next fsll be fitted as a Sophomore, if you should comclude
to send me to Cambridge. The Commencement at Yele is the

second week in September, with a2 vecation of slx weeks, All

that I shall be deficient in 8t the snd of the quarter, of

the preparatory studies reguired at Yale, will be the Greek
Testament. A knowledge of that I could emeily odteln, snd De-
fore the commencement of the term be well fitted and ensbled to
have a respeotable standing in the class. I think it 1s alto-
goether necessery for me to know what arrasngements are made re-
specting me, before the expirstion of thie term. I feel grsteful
that you zre willing to be at the additional expense of educsting
me, snd I hope that I ehsll duly aprreciate the favor. It shall

21 Life, p. 4. George Ripley to Serah Franklin Ripley, June 16, 1818.



be oy endeavor, by economy sod seif-denial; 10 render the
burden as light ap ,ocsslible, But I feel emboldened to oake
the request that, if consistent wiih your inclinations and
piepe, I say receive an education st Tale rather than Came
bridge. I may be thought aseuming snd even lmpertinent to
make ith:is reguests But, sir, I entreal you to conzldexr the
things The ldterary sdvantages at Coambridge are superior
in some rospects to tihose at Ysie, The languages cen une
doubtedly be learnt best ot Camdridge., But it is allowed
by many, sho have had opportunity to judge, free {rom preju-
dice that the solid branches may be sequiyed o as grest pere
feotion ot Yale., Cousin Henry, who bas had some informeliom
on the subjeet, says thal for mathematics, netajhysics, cnd
for the solid sclences in generel, Yalle is the Lout. Ihe
waptations incldent to a college, we have reason to think,
are lz.s ab ¥Ysle than at Cembridge. -

I remain your obiiged and affecticnate som.*<

The welghty argusonts of his som had ss 1ittle effect on Jorome Hipley
a8 the alegend seriptive style, for whiohy; nc doubt, Hr. Hunbington was
in large peart responsibies, To Cambridge George woulid go, 4f nut Shis
Fouy, %& naXt N

For scme expert tutorisg before his entry at Hervard, George was
seut to the yrivate school of his mm wmm, Hove ;ﬁmm iitéaihy"
of Walthem, snd his wife, the famcus Sarah Alden Eradfords > Trediticm
bus it that this learmed womsn could at cne and the séme Sime Book &
oradle, shell peas, hear o lesson in Ureek, end sty ihilospphy without
noglecting any of theso Wﬂm% IToung Basrson, thien seventeen yeow
old, felt for her a respectful admivation which he carrisd Shrough 1ife.

Sanator Hoar suld that she wae it for s chalr in any mivmmi‘w.% It

was the custon among ainistars o smgment thelr incosie by teking in

“t Zbddes PPei~5e George Ripley to Jerome Ripley, July 10, 1513,
23 Ibides Po 6.
24 Oral tradition at the 0ld Hanve,

pley. S8EALY, P 32
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George spent the night and the next morning with his hospitadle
cousin, and in the afterncon drove with his Cousin Sarah to Walthasm,
wvhere Semuel Ripley kept hlas sohool. For the first time, George came
into contast with teachers of the first sbility. He was delighted with
their methods of instruction, although Mr. Ripley, much less sanguine
then Mr. Huntingdon of Hadley, msde no secret of his doubdbts as to
George'es abllity to get into Harvard that yuax.as As his house was
already full, Mr, Ripley made arrangements for Ceorge to stay with a
respectadble family at a price which gave she young student twinges of
conscience~-$3.00 a week,29 George wrote his mother his impressions of
the sohool and of Waltham. In unbdelievable priggishnees, or simple
homesickness, he told that good lady that the town where his cousin
vas pastor was & pleasant plsce, dut inferior in religlom to Green-
fie1a 30

¥altham, June 12, 1819

My dear Mother,-~¥e had wupon the whole a pleasant jJjourney,

though it was rendered dlisagreeadle by the extrese heat snd

dust and the number of presengers, We errived at Linceln

abous eight in the evening, where we met Dr. Ripley, who car-

ried us to Concerd, There I passed the night and part of the

next day, end in the afternoon rode %o Waltham with oousin

Sarak., She stated the case to Mr. Ripley, who wes willing

to instruct me, and after an examination expresesed his opinion

that probably I might enter (ambdridge, if not at Commencement,

at the close of the vasation., He has a house full of boys,

two of wvhom are to be sxamined in the fall. The advantages

here for being well prepared for college are indeed many. His

system of instruction is sltogether different from anything

wvhich I have ever been aocustomed to. It is pretty certsin

if I had not come here, or to some other similar place, I
should not heve been fitted for Cambridge this year; and as

28 Life, p. 6.
39 %O an 6.7‘
30 Intd., p. 7.



15\:

I nov am I consider it something doubtful whethsr I can
get in, My bosrding-place ig et e ¥Nrs. Smith's, a very
respectable family. The bdoard is $3.00 s weak,~-a large
sum, But I truet thet eventuelly 4t will de chesper for
me than if I had remained at Oreenfield., The place is
very plessant, meny besutiful walks and prospects, aad s

good situation for acquiring imowledge, but the religious
state of the place is far different from that of Grvnnrltld.31

By autumn of 1819, thanks to the good work of Samuel and Sarah

Ripley, he was ready for Harvard. He went from his family's house

in Greenfield to Boston, where he sew friends of the Jerome 3191071.33

Thence he went to Cambridge, and entered the cless of 1823,

31  Ivid., pp. 6-7. George Ripley to Sarah Frenklin Ripley, June 12, 1819,

32 e, p. 7.



CHAPTER IXX
BARVARD

Harverd was the stora center of Unitarianism. The newer bellsf
had oaptured tue Hollis Professorship of Divialty inm 1205, with the
agpointeent of Rev, Dr. Henry Ware to that . osts With saudible saledic~
ticns, the Trinitarisns had retired to the fastnesses of indover, snd
founded their Theological School. In 1819, the Hollls Professer was
#3411 in Cambridge, and actively tesmching, but that year saw the soverw
snce of undergraduste Hurverd and the Divinity Schooles It was the latter
which was Yaxre's particular province, He was sssisted by Preolessor
¥illard, snéd President Eirkland.

In the college, the prefessors who msede the most sctive lampression
on George were President John Thornton Kirklsnd, Professor Levi Frisble,
Profespor Levi Hedge, Profesgor Edward Everett and ﬁafn&m Aadrews
Hortons Joha Thorniton Kirkland was, beyond shadow of doubt, & very
ugly man.’? His femtures wers large and bulbous, and s shimiag yath of
ze¢alp separsted the clumps of dark hair on either side of his head, But
ais features were luminous with intelligence, und hiks ;resence provoked

33 in engreving in Justin Windsor ed, Memorisl History
Boston, Jumez K. Osgood, 1881), ‘%1,. IV, facing pe » H&m&ftm' tuis
work will be refer:zed %o «s Boston.
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thought, From Dr. Kirkland!s sccession, George claimed, &s he looked
back many years later, could be dated the mental awakening of Harvard
~and Boaton. The President was less of a speculative philosopher tham
Professor Frisble, ;osa of & pillar of scholarship tnan‘Prefens@r Nortom.
He wrote less than Profecsor Ware, in fact, such was his aversion for
putting pen to paper, that he could hardly bring himself to doing it
at all, Neither was he, like Professor Everett, regarded as a miracle
of foreign culture. It was als fumction to be & eatalyst onm a large
scale. | ’v | R
Professor Frisbie wrote even less, becauss straining his weak
eyes over paper was painful., His influence he exercised perscnally, in
his lectures on Moral Philosophy, In the‘clﬁﬁszrvaag he charmed as well
ag convinced. Looking towards the nazy cutlines of Qis pupils, he per-
suaded them into those white regions of clear thought which were his
habitat. One of the thoughts on which he most imsisted was the simple
character of the idea of right. This idea, he claimed, arose spontane-
ously in the soul;it was not derived from anything. It was intuitive.
Between the ideas of right and utility lay an unbridgable chasmj Profes-
sor Frisblie was the arch foe of Utiliterisnism. In his speculations, he

departed widely from the sessuous sHSREMEr of Professor Nortom. %

There was no guestion that Rev. Andrews Norton provoked thought,
but it was by the ungentle way of eantrudietioa.35 He pricked his stu~

dents into cerebration, and then bludgeoned them if thefr expressiom

34; George Kipley, in Besion, Chapter III,"Philosophical Thought in Bostoy'
Pps 297 £f. This chapter was begun by Ripley, and finished by George
Paptridge Bradford.

35 Ibid, 299 ff.
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of hla influence 1a monifest in a letter which George wroie his mnther,
commlaining of the food in commonst
Maxt term, I hone to board in my room at $2.00, as nearly
one fourth of the acholars do. This custonm 1a recently
intrnd-cad by Professor Everett, who seta the examle in

imitation of the Sermrn univereities, whosze manners and
custons they endeavor to adont as much as possible,™

Professor Levl Yedoe lectured on metaphysics, Thiz nrofeassr miat
have hesn more than usually objJective in his method of teachins, hesriise
while e held anti-sensationnl views, his exncsition of Locke inspired
Rinler o write home pralses of that Inglish philosepher, he s-n of
Levl Fedre, brilliant young Frederic Yenry, until 1827, was srbaordings
the studies, and irritatins the authorities, of Germr-n universitiee,

Hig influsnce was to combine with that of Feyorett in mekins the ztudy
of Gernan ponular among the intellizensis of Boston.

#ot a professor at Yarvard, but surpassing thenm 2ll by hig Influe-
ence on the mind of the tine, was Rev. Dr. William Fllery Channinm, the
paztor of the Federal Street Church., In 1819, the yenr of Georre's arrival,

anning went to Tnltimore for the ordination of Rev. Jared Sparics, and
deliversd n sermon which bacane the definitive statemont of Unitwrlonism,>’
Chamninz not only assertad belief in ane Divine Peraon instezd of thres,
tut described in no uncertsin tone the “enewvolence of God ar? 5he ox-
csllence of human nnturs, Ve rejected tre doctrines of totsn) deravit:
ad the f2ll. Po him, no cloud of originsl sin hung over the intellect,

wirieh wns copable of recornizing truth; no innnte vicloumnens o tre will

36 Life, ~. 13, fOeorge Tnler to [Sarsh Prani-1in Ripler],

47 Wi1llinm Fllery Chroning, T, ., Works (Boston, American Thniltarisn
Amsociation, 18R6), “mitarian Chriatienity ®* pn, 369 £7. "™~ Faderal
Tireet Chureh is nlso dnown as the Berry Strect Mmreh,
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deflected it towvards evil. The doctrine of the atonement, Chenning
held, dishonored God; Christ's death wes the orown and sesl of His
teaching, dus from the infinite Justice of God 4% bought nothing at
ell. VWhile Chsnning did not deny the inspiration of the Bible, he
urged eﬁat it bs used ne any other bBook, by the oriterion of reason.

Chenning was no formal philosopher. 7The nature of the resson he
d4id not dwell on. It geemed sufficient thet it wae a power in man cap-
able of distinguishing truth from untruth, and geod frem evil. He acg-
eredited the soul with some insight into the Divine Brder.’hnt cersainly
not encugh at any time to meke Christianity superflucus. On that sud-
Ject, he wrote James Martineau in 1841, that the spiriturlists, (the
transoendentalists) were *in danger of wabstituting private ingpirstion
for Ghristiaaity.'ss In the 1820'e, however, Channing was the leader
of the younger men whose redioalism he was one dsy to have misgivings
adout. Startling declarations, which paved the way to the more extreme
thought, sbounded in his serlonni

The religlous principle is, without doubt, the noblest working

of humen nature, This primciple God implented for Himself,

Through this the humar mind corresponds %o the Supreme Divinity.39

The great lesson is, that there is in huwmen nature, sn element

truly Divine, and worthy of all reverence; that the Infinite

which 18 mirrored in the outward univermse, it yet more brightly

imaged im the inward spiritusl werld,*0

A spiritual light, brighter than that of noon, pervedes alk
our daily life. The cause of our not seeing is curselves.tl

38 Octavius Brooks Frothingham, Tramsgendentslism in New England (Wew York,
0.P. Putnam's Sons, 1876), p. 112. Hereafter this work will be re-
ferred to as Transcendentalism.

39 I‘biaq' po 113.
4O ldem,

h‘l Id.ﬂ .
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And, very significantly, after a dlscussion of the mind which was in

no conflict with the opinions of Locke, "The kind does not receive
nh2

evgrything from abro&d. '
if’ﬁgrvardfhad liberalised theology by gasting off Calvinisa,
there had been no such liberaligatian 1n“th@ rulea~af conduct. Student
upheavelaﬂéuring theéuriy:tw@nﬁigé’bofﬁvwitnass to the growing unrest,
caused by the obiigntory punitaﬁi@&L observences with which the place
wae cneumbered. The quality of the enforced plety may be judged from
the fact that, as late as 1824; students were fined for "unnecessary

walking on the Sabbath.?%>

42, Chenning, op.eit, p. 274.

43. James Bryant Conant, Samuel Fliot Morrison, LeBeron Russell Briggs,
Alfred Chestsr Hanford, Willisae John Bingham, 8nd William Ichabod
Nichols, The History end Iraditions of Harvard Collsge (Cembridge,
Mass., The Harvard Crimson, 1937i) p. 20.



CHAPTER 1V
THE STUDENT RECOED

George's annels at Harvard are meager, He resided on the campus
during his four undergraduste years, in Halls which are =till standings
Hollis, Stoughton, Massachusetts, and Holworthy.’* He attended the
prayer meetings of the more plous freghmen when in that class., 4s a
sophomore, junior, and senior, he refrained from mixing in the less
prayerful but equally sincere meetings which werse held far the purpose
of berating the faculty, He ste at steward's commons for the first
guarter of his freshman yehr, than.joinad,in the ususl undargrnauatn
complainis about the food, and took his meals elsewhere for the dura-
tion of thgt year, at least, Because of‘his worries over money h‘,
spent ag little as he possibly could, and taught a school in Fitchburg,
Hﬁasuehuaatta, in the winter of 1822-3. He was frustrated in his desire
to go to Germany by the anemic condition of the family budget, He mixed
in soclety in Cembridge. In short, his path through the wilds of college

life wus straight, marrow, and except for academic honors, unexceptional.

44 Harverd Univergily Directorles for 1819-20, 1820-21, 18R1-22, 1822-23.
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Belng a good student, during the time that he was in Harvard,
HBecrge took part im various exhibition and commencement performances,
In August, 1821,45 he took part in a Latin Dialogue, with Thomas W.
Door™® and John P. Robinson.47 This masterplece, a presentation of
Casca, Brutus, snd Cassius, had been tranglated into Latin from Shakes-
peare, HistoXry has not recoxded who played which conspirator. In Aug~
ust, 1822, he delivered an Englisij oratiomn, "The Churacter of Literary
Men, as affected by the Spirit of Society."*® This speech wmust have
been at least as exociting to his audience ag his part in mathematical
snd astronomical demonstrations, in April, 1923.4? The chief meor&
of George's undergraduate success is an mars thesis in mﬁhﬁati%, on
the ghape of the earth. This product of hig senior year, neatly u:i:tm
in Lis best slant hand on & large, single plece of white cardboerd, was
acconpanied by neat diagrama, and a lLatin cdedication to President Kirk-
la.ud‘ﬁo It proves that the earth is an oblaete spheroid, that is, flat~
toﬁo’d‘ at the poles, The thesis follows the work of Baupertin, chief of

the Freneh Academy of Sciences expedition in the esarly eighteenth century,

46 Thomss Wilson Dorr, 1805-54. His election as Governor of Rhode Island,
in 1841, by a Peo.le's party, was called Dorr'as Hebellion,

47: John P. Robinson, later Governor of Massachusetis, is commemorated by
James Fuseell Lowell, A Fable for Critics.

48 Eghibitionond nt Performances for 18622-3 (Harvard, 1822-3).
49+ Ibids

30 - George Ripley, The Figure of the Earth, MS. honor thesis in Harverd
College Archives.
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jorals; Rexter on the Souly the Eglestic Faview,
‘Pucker's Light of Mature. Shortly after his arrival at Cambridge, Ripley
found that his studles were easier than he had expeoted, and that after
he imd prepared his lesesons, he had time to spare, This time he decided
%o invest in an extensive course of reading)’s hubit which lasted through-
ocut his lift:‘w | Of the first results a:!‘ this habit, the Harverd charge
books are the partial acocount,

55" léi!r P %‘7. George m;m to Sersh Franklin Ripley, October, 1819.



Among the practical worries which beset the young student at his
entry into Kamé were his A“"ﬁiﬁéﬂ;’w; his relations with the other stu~
dents, and the everlasting problem of money, The studies caused no
aifficulty. He did not immedistely realise h@tl_ﬁtiffiw}ﬁ the matter of
his social rtna.atiién#hms would be. The most immediate of his problems
WAE nMoney. 'E‘hijsv worry could nmot be disposed of with a shrug. Books
were expengive; he shopped around Caombridge until he had found a good
nusber of them, in rurw respsctable condition, the relics of impecuni~
ous saphmm-n.sé At the steward's commons, he lesrned that an extra fee
called gising was charged for second helplngs. His respeotabis wish 40
save his father expense made him try hard not to be an expensive student,
He was never fined. He was so far from being & valdani trencherman, that
his quarterly bill for sesond helpings was sometines as little as twenty-

four centss?! His great extravagance that winter was $4.00 worth of

¢ Ibid., ps '8, George Ripley to Szrah Franklin Ripley, October 1819.
ks for 1819-20, in Hervard University Arehives,
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wo0d,3® If he shiversd a little in his room at Holiis Hall, it was
out of consideration for Jerome Ripley, fathar of eight. He even con~
sldered teaching school im the winter vacation, end for two months after

it, but doubted that he could get a really good school, paying as much

as $16.00 a aonth.ﬁg

A Jetter to his mother describes the practical arrsngements, and
first impressions of Cambridge:
Cambridge, October, 1819

Dear Mother,~-~At length I have got pretty comfortably estab-
lished in this seminary, and begin to feel at home., I have had
a very confused time hitherto, owing to the perplexities and
inconveniences which upually attend a student on his first
entrance ok & collegiate course; but I now find considerable
quiet and trangquillity, and can behold a prospect of profit
and improvement, I arrived in Boston the day after leaving
Gresnfield, and found ocur friends in health. You probably
desire to know coneerning my situation and prosperity at tiis
place, but I hardly know what opinion to form myself, As I
observed before, the prospect for improvement im learning is
favorable. Undoubtedly there are means and privileges here
particularly great, such as are énjoyed by no other American
collsoge. The course of studies adopted here, in the opiniocn
of competent judges, is singularly calculated to foram scholars,
and, moreover, correel and accurate scholars; to inure the
mind to profound thought and habits of investigstion snd ree-
soning, I am in great hopes that my health will be able to
endure the exertions necesgary to be mede, I am not obliged
to study at all hard to perform the exercises allotted me, At
precent our lessons can all be leaxnt in three, or at most,
four,hopre. But the diligent student will find something %o
occupy &1l his time, and leave ..ct a moment to be spent in
idleness. I expect to have some time to read, and if a judie
cious choice of books is made it may be profitable. The ex~
penses here will probably besnearly as you expected. The com-
mong are charged according to the price of provisiomsy but
there is an extra expensze, called gising; that is, 1f you don't
have bread, or butter, or meat, ete., sufficient, you can call
for more, and be chirgedfour cents a time. This amounts, when

58 Ibid.
59 Life, pp.&-9, George Ri.ley to Sarah Franklin Ripley, November 10, 1819.



it is done no ofttener than is absoliutely necesssry, to, say,
$2.00 & term, The books used in the classes are furnished by
the University booksellers, at a discount of twenty per cent,,
%o be charged in the quarter bill., Many second~hand are to be
obtained, however, for a trifle. I bought & very good book,
the price of which is $2.80 for two shillings, and one or two
others in the same proportion. My washing.I have done at $5.00
Per term. _ ’
Your affectionate son, G. Eiplqypéa

In regard to his ad,natmnnts to his classmates, something went very
seriously amiss, George did net find out how far amise until his sopho~
more year. The fault was not with his appesrance; he was s handsome stu-

dent with brill;aat_ayea, and crisp brown ha4r¢é1

Hia_training and
tremendously sarmest outlook were rgsponaible. Coming from the quist,
ordered Ripley household in Greenfield, the sententious discussionsg of
Hadley, and the serious cramming school of Samuel and Saran Ripley, he
was plunged into Harvard, where the cosmopolitan sons of the large New
England clties were fuming at the juiritanical restrictions of an earlier
sges With these restrictions, George hzd no quarrel. He regarded his
classmates with suspleion, seeing their frivolity amd wondering about the
quantity of religion in their sculs. The Freshman Class was uot yet feel-
ing its oats, bui by November of the next yesr, was to express itself in
strikes, riois, indignation meedings, petitions, ostracisma, and other
signs of student displnaauro.éz George, who had always a more natural
s»££inity for the government than for the protest, was to be cne of the

objects of its displeasure, But in the meantime, he was not made unhappy.

60, Life, pp.7-8.
61 Life, ped.

62 MS. Hisvery of the Clas. of 1823, Harvard University Archives. Here-
after tuis work will be referred to s Clase of 1823.
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He found a group of equally serious-minded studente, and they held
prayer meetings to their hearte' content in one of the clase rooms
each week, and more on Sunday cvoqia:a.63 I% took exsotly one year for
s00lal stigms %0 attach to the member from Gresnfield.

4 curious ssruple erose in his freshman yeor, which bothered him
for other yeare to come. As a sample of the thinking which would not
commend 1tself in e group of $¢11ege students, it has almost unique in-
terest. Poor George stands revesled in 21l the sysptome of religious
measles, Not only was he a practicing prig ia his own right, but he was
in the unheslthy end unlovely state of mind where he happily looked on
all those 4different from himself as good candidete for hell-fodder., BHe
even contrived %o spoll his own solitary pleasure for himgelf--hie studies.
There seceme to have been a strong ascetic ¥ew Englend strzin in George's
baokground, which shrieked, "It's wrong 1if you like i%.* Now, Gerge wae
devoted to his books, snd longed to pureue hie studies with 211 the fervor
which had never been exoroiesed in card games or coin collections. But$ the
rigid Calvinietic conscienoe soreemed incessantly into his eer, *Isa's it
frivolous?? and suggeestel that he would do Better dy the next world to bve
a missionary in this one. George, very worried, wrote in the approved
Hadley manner to Sylvester Clapp esdout this ecase of consclence:

Candridge Harv. Univ. Sov. 13/1819
My beloved Friend
1 recd your affectionate letter of the lst inst, for which

you will asccept my sincere thanks. It cocasioned very plessing
emotions, %0 think that I #till reteined = place in the remem~

=

63 George Ripley to Sylvester Clapp, November 13, 1819. 4.L.S. in the
possession of Lisette Riggs.
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brenes snd affections of & friend, with wvhom I was formerly
intimately connected, and in whose society I hed ex.erienced

the purest enjoyment. The raeepgtion of & letter from you,

excited many pleasant rescollections, &and czlled u; asseociations

in my bresst of the most grateful and delightful nature, 1 was
ioreibly reomwinded of the plessant season, whilch we spent together
2t Hadley, w~here, in the pursuit of useful knowledge, and in the
cultivation of ocur intellectual fscultice, we, I trust, enjoyed
hours & deys of satisfaction & pl=ssure.-~But thesz seasons, are
now departed,-~ we are gepsrat-d from msny whom @& tenderly, love,
sué have entered a new course of life, fraught w»ith triels & diffi-
culties & temptations. Although our present situation is atiended
7ith many peculisr trials, it has still, I think, many privileges
end sources, of advantage & pleoasure, found in no other situation.
Being separsted from thes common concerns of life, and enjoying
uncommon facilitiss for intesllectual improvement, we nay considsr
this as the hap.isst prriod & situstion #F our lives, To the wind
of any teste, or dellicete fseling it wil:i slwsys be deliphtiful,

Lo pursue the pathe of learning, & as Horece exgress=e the ldes,
Yintsr sylvas‘Academi, quarers verumlﬁ The labor ani e«xsrtion
which we maks for intellectual excellence snd grestness, will be
riehly regaid, if thos- endesvours sre pmade in subssrvience to

the will of Cod, & in dependsnce on him for success. Bul this

ie the grand pointg in rhich scholars usually fail. They will
ardently & indefatigably pursus thes psths of learning, but go on
regardless of Cod & of the importance of meking sll their sttain-
mente tend to he glory. The fourget that there is a day, when
the children oi men, %111 be judged of the improvemsnt they have
made of the fescultiss & powers, wilth which God hes entrusted them.
3, my friend, howr great ls th= foll, of suffering, the charsms of
literature to gepsrate betwsen us & our God. And how unwise a
choice, do we makr, for what knowledge is worthy to be comjared
#ith the kno+ledge of Jesus Christ? WFhat ‘ruthe so sublime, what
doctrines #o pure and elevsting ess thoses of our holy religion?®
Fhore among the sages of antigquiiy, shall we search for truth so
cheering, so consolatory to the mind of men, as they of redemption
by the blood of th= Saviour. This. truth surpasses e2ll the bozsted
syeteme of th- hesthen rhiloso hers., And how infinitely important
ig it that we are interested in the blessings of this scheme of
redemption., How wahappy would it be, if after heving enjoy=d so
many privileges, we finally came short of the great salvation.

0, let us labour & pray to anter into that rest, which is preparad
for the people of God. L=t us bind ocurselves to the ceuss of Cod,
& heving our interests identifled with those of the church, live
entirely devoted to him, who has don+ so mueh for us,--The progpect
of the spesdy promulgation of Christisnity tkrsughout the world ie
very encouraging. Glorisus things are spoken of Zion the city, of
God; she will on~ day ~rise from th= dusi, » _ut on h~y besutiful
garsonts;--fair ez the moon, clear sz the sun & terrible as an army
*ith bannere, she will move in the grsetnese of her strenth, ovsrcoming
&ll oppoeition, and syreading light 1ife & blessednese, in all her
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I should be very much pleased to receive letters from
you, & to carry on a correspondence-~I should like %o have
you write a plan of the course of studies, which you pursue
this year. Eeve you become acquainted with Cennon, & Junior?
I have heard him recommended as & very pious men, & have a
partial scquaintence with him myself. Please tg remexber me
to Cook, & &ll my moquaintances at the College, 5

There was more of the same in July, with the slight wvariation that
Ripley's admiration of Professor Everett msde him think, for the moment,
that the pursult of learning was legitimate.
Cambridge, Harv. University July 16 1820
My Dear Friend:

You will begin to think, I fear, that I am quite an un-
faithful correspondent, or that my affection for my friends
is obliterated by separation and absence. Whatever reasons
I may have given, by my neeming neglect, %6 the Jjustice of
these charges, I truet, you will impute to me nc unwvorthy motives,
but recollecting the numerous duties whioh devolve upon any
one in Collegs, you will from this source desire an excuse
for the delinguencies of your friend.-~I long to bBe favoured,
with an interview with you, and to enjoy sgain some of those
delightful conversstions, in which, with hearts animated by a
Saviour's love, we often engaged. I desire to ask, what is
the condition of my friend? Is his soul devoted to the service
of God, and does he enjoy sweet and high communion with him?
Is he making those soquirements, whioh shsll qualify him for a
faithful, learned, and eminently holy amdassadour of Christ?
In en hours conversation of this kind, methinks even my cold
end insnimste heart would he elevated with joy. The communion
of saints, 1is one of those high blessings, which a meroiful God
vouchsafes to his penitans.followers and ohlildrea, with which
he enlivens the dreary gloom of this wilderness world,--which
appear as green and fertile spote, upon which the eye delighte
to dwell, and the mind loves to linger, vhere [sig] all arousd
is dark, and barren and cheerless. Were it not for the preociocus
boon of heaven, how much less of hapriness, would be associsted
with a religious life. Let us then ardently cultivate this
sacred gift, end endeavour to scquire those common principles
of love to God, which skel)l enable us to perticipate in the
comsunion, which exiets among the saints.--1 think it of the
highest importance, and you doudtless conocur with me, that we
should preserve our spiriturlity and active plety, even emid the
temptations of a College life.

65 George Ripley to Sylvester Clapp. Nov. 13, 1819. A.L.S. in the pos-
seasion of Lisette Riggs.
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It seema 4Aifficult to our irresolute and wevering minds
to stem the torrent of implety and epen neglect of Ged, whish
atounds &8 well as the ooldness of prafessing Chrietians, and
the unfaithfulness snd inactivity of the visidle children of
God. But She grece of Ged is sufficient. He preserved Joseph
& Daniel & the servent of Oesars [643] household, pure, in the
midet of moral contagion. He upheld Brinerd & Buchanen and our
own Mills, and many others whom you will recollect, in circum-
stances as difficult & trying &e our own. And has the faith-
fulneas end covenant love of Gcd, been thus signally displayed
in their suppoert & preservation? and shsll we dlstruet 1t7? Oh,
No, putting our trost in the living God, let us go forward firm
and immovesble, [sic] overcoming all our spiritusl enemies.--
- The struggle bhetween sin and holiness, in our own hearts will
soon be over. The grand controversy will speedily be decided.
OQur souls will, ere long, receive [sic] their fiamsl sentence,
Let thie thought animate us %o live as for eteraity, not follow.
ing the maxims & principles of a vain and ensnaring world, but
fmitating S$he exemple of Christ., Let us Yo firm and steadfast,
and mey we meot in that world, where sin is unknown, where
holiness is triumphant, wvhere we shall see 0od face %o face,
and be forever with the Lord,—e--

You, ingquire concerning our studies. I reply, that the
course of instruction and study is continually fluctuating, -~
new authors and new brenches gre often introduced,--but as far
as 1 cen ascertain the studies of the two first years are as

follows.
Freshmen Tear Sophomore Teer
Coll, Graeca Mejors Kejora & Exerpte Finished
Livy, 5 firet books Algebra & Geomedry Finished
Borsce, Expurgated Oloero de Oratone [sic)
HE. Grotins de Ver.Rel.Chris. Taclitus
Bxerpts Latina Homers (sic] Illad
Legendres Ueomedry Lacroix's Trigonometry
Laoroixs [sic] Algedra Application of Algebra
Lowth, English Gramar Elo Geonetry
Valkers [#ic] Hhetoricel D. Blair's Lestures on Rhetoric
Beman Antiguisties Hedges [#ic]) Logls

¢ Loocks on the Human Understanding

Tylere [sic] Plements of History

The system of education in our country is fast inoreasing, & 1t
ie hnped Americs sey produce scholars, who can vis with those of
Burope. Mr. Everets, of our University, is sxerting an important



s

influsnce in improving the litersture of the nation. He i@

& scholar, "a good & ripe one," of almost unbounded erudi-
tion. To talents of the most brilliant and impesipg cast, he
unites intenseapplication & indefatigable industry.

- Remember me to my acquaintance at Williamstown, and
please to wriie me as sSoon as converrient.

As one may suspect, Ripley had difficulty with his classmates.

By the beginning of the sophomore year, he had, with unerring aecu-
racy, made himself one of the fifteen most unpopuler men in nis class.
The immediate cause was one of the student upheavals which were so
commen in thswtwantiaa. After expressing discontent with the govern-
ment in a varlety of ways, the students circulated, one disastrous
Sundey in November, 1820, an agreement to leave town, George and a
suall group of students refused to sign. The anncysnce of their fel-
lowa made itself known immediately. The non-signers were known as
the Blacklist, and pui under interdict,

By spring of 1821, George's cause for woe had increased. The
insurgent group possessed artlsts and .oets, who went to work with a
geal they never hwﬂ felt before, and might never feel again. On Feb~
ruary nintb,67 the prowess cf the artists was plain io beholdy the
bulletin boards blossomed with caricatures of the Blacklist. One month
later, the poets gave evidence of their Muse, and éistributed copies of
a masterplece called The Blsck Idst Comvention . This broadsv.ww re—
viewed the names of the Blacklist, and paid & tribute to each. The

last verse had personal interest for Georgeg

66 George Ripley to Bylvester Clapp, July 16, 1820. AL.8s in the
possession of Lisette Riggs

67 glage of 1823,
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Then R#pl¥y the pious, as fickle as wiand,

For nine times an hour he changes his mindj

With pick-nosed W¥#d, who likewise did appsar, 68
And WWi¥{ the old hard head, who brought up the rear.

How George felt about it &ll is shown in & letisr to his mother, two

months after the pcem burst on the delighted publie,
Harvard University, Cambridge, May 15.

My dear Mothery~-,..We have been subjected tc many temporary im-
conveniences for our attachment to what we consider our duty, and
what our own interest and the interests of the college demanded.
But good has been educed from evile The division has been so0
deeply rooted, and animositiss are so mulignant and inveterate,
ap effectuslly to prevent much of the goclal intercourse for
which, when Freshmen, we were particularly distinguished. The
competition for scholarshi,; has been zeslous and energetic, and
each party jealous of the other strives to win the prisze.

It has been reporited by our enemies that the only object
of those who oppesed the rebellion was to secure the favor of
the govermment, and thereby obtain higher college honors. Now
it happens that most of our number are good scholars, and they
have endeavored to prove, and have probably succeeded, that if
they do receive high honors it will be due to their literary
merit, and not to their conduct in this affair, HMr. Dorr, of
whom you have heard me speak, is one of the most efficlent and
worthy members of ocur party, and is consddered by the class as
decidedly the first scholar. He, indeed, possesses a powerful
mind, and has every faculiy of appeesring to the best advantage.
The tutors say he is the best scholer of his age they sver knew.
He will probably spend some years in Cermany after he leaves
Cambridge, and if his health is spured returm one of the most
eminent of our litersary men. I am happy to consider this man
my friend, for the excellences of his heart are not surpassed
ty the strength of his gemius. I look forward with pleasurse,
though not wmmingled with regret, to the close of the first
half of my college life. I never expeet to be in z state where
I ean have superior means of improvement and happinessgj but the
minds of young men, inexperienced snd ardent, long for emanclipa-
tion from the restraints of college and power, to take a more
active and more conspleuous part in the great theatre of life,
Be it my lot to retire to some peaceful village, where, "the
world forgetting, and by the world forgot,® I may pass the re-
nainder of my days in study snd labor, I love sometimes to

68 Black List Conventicn (Cembridge, March 15, 1821), in iHarvard
University Arehives,
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anticipste such a station as this. Where the Lord will
appoint the bounds of my haditation I cannot see. My
duty, however, et present is plein: diligently to improvs
the sdvantages I enjoy, aspire after high intellectual and
moral and religious excellence, and do what I oann for the
good of those around me,.b9

Sylveeter Clapp was also regaled with something sbout the god-
lessness of Harverd. Through zeel, or wretchedness, or both, George's
mind turned agsin to the mliesionary field, this time to the Sendwioh

Izisnds.
Harverd University June 17 1821

Agein, my Deer Friend, has my heart been gladdened by the
regeption of your affecticnate letter, end animated by the
coneideration, that those with whom 1 was once peculierly
intimate, have not forgotten me, snd, still more, have not
forgotten those feelings and sentiments, which comstituted
the bond of uniom between us. It is very grateful to hear
from Christian friends to leern their prosperity and their
advangement in their spiritual course. We feel curselves in-
vigorated by their exsmple, t6 press onward, with high and
holy resolution, towards the mark placed before us.

I desire very much to see you, and have a gocd conver-~
setion on the various scenes, we have been through, since
last together. We should probabdbly find some alteration in
each other's viewe on partiocular subdbjeats,--but on that which
most intimntely concerns us, I trust, we could have the seme
congenisl intercourse as before. We should take pleasure in
recounting the goodness of our Heavenly Father, amid all the
triels and scrrows, that we have met with, and the love of that
Savious, who has hitherto kept our feet from falling.

Your account of the stete of religion in your college is
to be sure, not the most encouraging,--d»ut I truet, amid the
general spathy, some individuals keep allve the flame of vital
plety and live near to God. But of thie place what shall 1
say?! "No trump of Judbilee, announces the resurreotion of 1life-
less souls.” Little is said on the subjeot of religion; Those,
who are truly plous, think they do well, if they themselves are
preserved, without attempting to influence their companions
to turn unto the weys of God.

i e

69 Life, pp. 9-10, George Ripley to Sarah Franklin Ripley, May 15 [i&éﬂ.
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Of those who come here engaged in the service of Cod,
but few complete thelr course, without injury. I suppose
this is partielly the case in every college, butl it sppears
particularly true with regard to this. Wnile &1l the world
is aweke around us, while sinners are pressing intoc the
kingdom of God, we sre immersed in spiritual sloth.

_ What are our feelings, when we hear such intelligence
ss that from the Sandwich Islsnda? Are not these the times
spoken of in the prophets, wheén the isles shall wait for the
law of Jehovah? The most inveterate opposers of misaicus,
mast it appears to me, be silenced by these facts, God evi-
dently condescends to bless them, and what is man, that he
should oppose the decrees of hig Meker.--The prospect to us,
is most encouraging, How wide the field for usefulness,——
how numerous the calls for exercises of Christisn benevolence.
The dighity and responsibllity of the profession for which we
are preparing, is much enhanced by the peculiar state of the
world & of the church. 0) let us now improve the privileges,
which we enjoy. Let us add to ardent and unfeigned piety,
exg¢ellence of character as men, and deep and sBolid attaine
ments in learning: Above all, let us be gensible of our own
unworthiness, and trust slone in that Almightyagrace, which
can keep us from falling.

I should like to be informed congerning yoyr studies.
Do you find them interesting and profitable and do they allow
you much time fgr genersal reading? What is the character of
the compositionffland what is esteemed the standard of scholar-
ship peculisrly, mathematicks or metaphysicks?

Perhaps you will not hear from me again before vacation.

I tlerefore take the opportumity to express the pleasure it

would give me to meet yvou at Greenfield,--I do not know but I

mentioned in my last letter, but as I have forgotteny I here

repeat the request that you would remember me to Mr,. Cannom

of the Senior Clags, and inform him thet I directed a letter 70

to him last winter at Northampion, but have received no answer.

Instead of the Sandwich Islands, George went to Fitchburg, Mapea-
chusetts, in the winter vacation of 1822~3, to teseh schoels Fitchburg
was not one of the early settlements in Massachusetts, If Greenfield
had been remote and unsophisticated, Fitchburg was primitive snd lonely.

George, after a pleasant Thanksgiving in Concord, proceeded to Fitchburg,

70 Ceorge kipley to Sylvester Clapy, June 17, 1821, A.L.S, in the
possession of Lisette Riggs.



which is in the northern part of Worcestur Cow.ty, on the edge of the
lowland just esst of the high central region of Massachusetis. In spite
of the primitive character of the community, he seems to have enjoyed
himself mixing irn the society which the place had to offery, wearing old
clothes, and talking sbout cattle, His school gave a sufficient outlet
to his desire to do some moral enlightening, The people with whom he
was thrown seem to have taken sore kindly to him than did the class of
1823, at Harvard, He sent home a report of his doings in & letter whiag
was corsiderably more humaen than 1ts predecessors.

Fitehburg, December 14, 1822

My dear Mothery~-It ig now « week since I became an inmate im
the family of a good, honest, hcmespun farmer, and assumed the
highly important and respedtable office of instrueting some
forty overgrown, dirty, mischief-lovimg boys in the niceties of
the spelling-book end isdams's arithmetic, I have deferred
writing until this time for several reasong. I bhad not become
acquainted with the regulations of the mail, etc, I live at
some distance from anybedy but my *parishioners,” who are not
of that class who form the Corinthian columns of society; and
sbove all, I find that head and hands and eyes and tongue have
their full quota of empleoyment in superintending the economy

of my little empire. This is Saturday afterncon, equally grate-
ful, I presume, to the scholars and to "the master,” as I am
universally called. My situation, although cne in which I shall
be but a ghort time, I suppose you wish to be acquaimted with.

I cannot, however, give you a precise idea of it, It is a school
on the outskirts of this town, where nature appears imn all its
loneliness; and wildness, if not magnificence and loveliness,
And it is, upon the whole, a very pleasant schools The scholars
have been under good instruction, and are singularly atientive
to their studies, I have six or seven great boys, much larger
than myself, who study surveying, chemistry, philesophy, etes,
so that there is some scope for the exercise of the intellsect.
Most of them are studylng grammar, geography, and arithametic,

I am determined to cxert myself and keep s good school., I can
certainly, I think, make myself useful here, There is no par-
ticular society in my district, but in the middle of the town,
two miles off, there are some families whom I shall vieit occa~
sionally with .leasure., 1 could give you a most curious zccount



of the customs, ete,.,, but it might not be exactly prudent,
Suffice to say, 1 see human nature under forws thet I had
scarealy dreamed of; stilli, I get informetion frem it, and
thiere 1s ne knowledge but what is valuable, Three years
ago I should huve besn miserably homesick at such & place,
but I have learned to shape myself to clrocumstances. I
sonform entirely to the manners of the psople, and drimk
cider and Lell storles sbout cattle with am wuch grece as
ever I figured among the iiterati at Cembridgs. You would
hardly konow me, with a long beard and diwky shirt, end the
worst clothes I can find, 8o much f r Fitch +» I spent
Thanksgiving at Concord, and had a good time,

The c¢lass of 1823 marked its refractory course with one final
upheaval, of such proportions that the suthorities, as belligerent
as the students, expelled a number of them and suspended others.

Some of their friends left out of sympathy for thése who had been
axpelled. George trembled im his boote for fear that the whole class
would be ordered out of Cambridge. WNever enthusiastic about (reen~
field, he had no desire to return there under s cloud. He daghed off
two quaking notes home, to prepare them for the worst.

Nay 2, Priday Evening

Ky Desr Hother,~—...Five of our class were expelled to~day,

Bobinson among them. The class--that 1s to say, of course,

all but the frieads of order--are in a state of infuristed

excitenent and rebellion. What willi teake place tomorrow I

will not venture to predict, It will not surprise me if all

the classes are cut domn 1o those who have uniforaly proved

thenselves the supporters of good disecipline. It may be that

the whole of us will be ordered to leave Cambridge; in thzt

cagse, I shall of course come home, If noi, in the reseg)

exigency it will be impossible to quit. In haste yours,.?.
Hay 3, 1823

By desx Mpthen,.»¥h conseguence of the expulsion of four who
wore distinguished in the attack, ths class, or & considerable

71 Life, pp. li~16, Geo: ge Hipley to Sarah Franklin Ripley, Dec.l4,1822,

72 Ivid,,p. 16, George Ripley to Serah Franklin Ripley, ¥ay 2, (1823 ).



portion rather, rebelled, end they are all gone, Those who
remain are the gober mem of both parties., As regards myself,
I am so fortunate as to have escaped any censure from tha
government of the class. True to my old principles, of course,
1 d4id no; ’wm the mob, and have sndsavored to keep myself
quietes.

What the class thought of him for not joining the mob was made very
elear in the resppesrance of tie poem, The Elacklist Con ;
the 1823 edition, George had the same attributes, the seme place in

tie poem, and the smt place in the hearts of Harvard mw.‘m

'IBM’ PP+16-17, George Ripley to Sarah Franklin Ripley, May 3, 1823,

74 Black List Convse n, Second edition (Cembridge, April 27, 1323),
in Harvard E’airoraity Archives,




CHAPTER VI
HiWTAL DIRRCTIONS

From the reeords wni:ich we have, George's usinge concerned U.eme
selves slacpt exclusively w»ith bhis studiss, or wizh nds religicn.
Foiitice seem (o have made no impression. Thot subject of wlimost
vadverasl wmlergrsduste interest, the lodien, peems to Lsve ocoupled
him wery ilttle. 4 fow antrise in his comwonplage bock are devoled
to wousn. Ome deals with their educatiomy he takes exception to the
views of Adem Smith which werse that feminine sducuilon wag, end suould
be, ained exelugively st dngroving the natural cheswg; ot incressing
reperve, wodesty, chsstity, snd sconomy. ‘ncther entry speaks of their
refining infiuvence on soeial golheringse This Lltemy in viow of bhis
Latey coyeer s8¢ & meabery of bthe Trangoendenisl group, holds artlicuisy
interest.

] must confous,%says Hume, sno I thoroughly agros with
Lim, i t.le oploion, ®that my own artdeulur cholee loads

whiom § ¢an calaly & pescesbly enjoy ithn feant of fwason &
try the Justaess of avery veflection, tind nay oeour to e



But as sueh delightful societly 18 not every day to be met
with, I must think, that mixt compenies without the falr
sex, are the most insipid entertalnment in the world, &
destitate of galety & politencss, as much as of gense &
reason, HNothing cen keep them Irom excessive ciul;} 865, but
hard drinkings--a remedy worse thsn the disesase.®

There is 8leo a poem of Professor Frisbie's, which offers horrid
ingight into George' 8 literary teste which never freed itself from a
yearning after the sentimental. In Georgefs extenustion be 1%t cald
_that he mi:rsﬁ Professor Frisblie, and the droopy lﬂ.@ﬂa lyriec wap a
| ﬁmwﬁr; of the ﬁ'ayar‘ﬁﬁdc Mf«tﬁor of ﬁmﬂ. miWW~ ™e elegant
sentinent is that women are lig.a flowers. The eantry, undsted, may very
well have been written down &t the Diviaity School, where Geerge's mental
tension secms to have relaxed a llittle, and not Harverd., It iz one of the
few poeuns whicihi George bothered to copy.

And was this simple flower designed

The emblem of they modest mind

And couldelt thou then content forego
Eech blushing tint of Iris' bow?
Couldst thou be past without & aigh

iBid guyer {lgwers unnoticed by?

Hor wigh teo fix the admiring eyes G;gmbﬁbly miscopled for gnas]
Nor feel the warming bresth of praise,
And were humility and truth

The fragrance of they opening youth?

* % & B & % @& 8 & 2 ¢ & % & » 0w & @
Alasl thou wast indeed a flower

Born for cme little fyiendship's hour
ind scarce that summer half was past
Eter tiou wast withered by the blast.
ind shelt thou slways thus remaln

ind never, never, bud aguin®

inl no, too delicate tc bear

The chilliness of mortal eir

'"Twas kindeet hand that took thee hence
Far from the world's rude mﬂmm"u?e“

There were thirty-two llues in all,

sonplace Book, pe 11, in Hsryvard University

76 Ibjd., p. 12, Copled by Leorge Fipley from L3 .belomging to Frofessor
Frisbie's widow.
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George's taste in litersture, in the rare, lighter momentis, was
sentimentals. But the lighter moments were fiwe In general, George's
reading was plous, useful, and sbstract, The first two qualities,
ugually synonymous, were in nc way pecullazr requlrements for & perscn
of the “ime., The blas of American culture was tremendously religious
and trunendcusly utilitarian. Up Yo 1850 there were f{requent blasts
against the reading of novels, which enfesbled the mental powers,
creat«d undue aentel excitement, wapted ths time, 9&?3 inything =s
frivolous as fiction could Q&w_ be redesmed by a roaring geod moral..

The (uekdrs put out conversion stories by the dosems, showing the ceatral
figure balaneing on the edge of the pit, The Sunday Schools reteiled the
triuvaph of the virtucus youth or maiden to hundrede of readers, There
existed & stera distrust of unproductive activity, L.e., art. The
reagons for this distrust wers grounded in religlous history. The Hew
Englanders were the descendanis of those English Puritans who placed
Thrift smong the supernatural virtues, mext to Feith. The Engiish Purl-
tans had geen nobllity squander fortunes in riotous living, and by almost
asceticiem, preserved theirs. Ko westing, nc lasiness, no disply. By
long inheritance, it heppened that time snd effort wers considered in &
class with money, und not to be spent lightly. If withoul money one mas
no success in this world, without spirituel money. ome wes of nu accound
in the next. The children of the early settlers wetermined to be of a¢~
count net only here, ut hereafter. They attended wmulititudinous services,

listensd to sermons, resd others, Musied themnelves sboup godly eccupa~

77, As a sample of the thinking of the time, Hev. William Ellery Channing,
DuDu, delivering the charge at the ordination of Johm Sullivan Dwight,
in 1934, csutioned the young minister against wasting his time in the
reading of novels, George Ripley took part in the ordination.
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tioms, and, surely, hourly, the golden couin was scored by the angel to
their acecunt. Young George, worried about liking books, and seeking a
firm bmasis to rest the likingon, wus only in the throes of ancestral
reecllections .of the sinfulness of idleness, ﬁie tension was extreme
for the student, but the times were tense and serious, The angwer W
bis freshman soruplees sbout the frivelity of all study he found in his
readinge in the lnglish Wﬁmm, whose acholars dedicated their
studies to the glm*y of God and tht Wrmt of mkmﬂ.m

in intereating c¢lue te the famauaa of George's Mﬂmﬁ of study
is shown im his comaonplace book, He guotes Gllpin on ‘G;rmr.‘: therough-
neG6. j | |

®*His method of study was calculated for improvement rather thm J

for ostentation. He read fow books, but made hiuself a tho-

rough master of thoég he did read. 9 general echolar he thought

another name for a superficial chie,®

Even in his old age: , George carefully analyszed the books he read.
Ho differed from Cranmer, howevor, in that he consumed almost us many
books ms & dogybones, Both intensive and cutemsive faumg were habiis
of his college years.

Feligion was George's most serious worry im college. In the divie
sion in the Ripley family, UOeorge sided wlth his motiier and the (plviniasts,
Hﬁ relationghip with Sarsl Ripley meems to have been more informal then
with Jerome, whom he addreesed in letterz of uncomfortsble joeosity, or

mzitigated cant. The plous woman seems to huve instilled nto her youngw

Jiuce Dook, pe3. 1822, p.24. Beiwoen 1823 and 1B25.
79 Commonplace Book, pe4. 1822,
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est & thorough orthodomy, which was certainly not comfortable in Cam-
bridge., With some foreboding, George had urged his fath:.r to rend him
to Yale instead of Harvard. Tie talk sbout temptations, which left
Jerome colder than a trout, becomes clear when one remembers that Yale
was known to be orthodex, and Harvard the clitedel of tine heresy of
Socinlanisa, es the Calvinists were wont to call Unitarianism, George,
arriving sl Hervard, with all his traditionsl views, and his intense love
of these views, stumbled inito a8 ostile an atmosphere sz it wes possible
to find., President Kirkland was Unitarian, end Professor Ware, and Pro-
fessor Evereti:. indrews licrton made the new faith symonymous with sanity, |
and the mugnetic Dr. Channing, in the mtlw' possible, with his
glowing sermons, cut the throat of leorge's :&Wm doetrines, On thig
tide of the new faith, George struggied, gasped, "'sumrgea, drowned, Of
the severity of Lils etxruggles, whieh wers not over uptil his first year
3““’}*‘ letter to Sylvesw

LR

tor Clepp during the Christmas vacation \of hig so '\x:e L D
SN
&rami‘iém, Jan, ‘?5 ml

of Pivinity School, some idea 1s given in an e

W‘ dear Mﬂ

©  Hawing a &Mamua zwat before xy pauml fm sm,
wnoecupied by college amwhioas, I atiempt with pleasure te
embody a few of my thoughts and feelings, in answer to your

very exesllent lettier,received the close of last term. I daid
hope thzt I should have sn oypertunity of sesing you,this vaca-
tm, but I understand you ere so much enamoured of Williams-
towm, that you teke up your abode there, in defisnce of ihe
mnonarch of frosts end snows, who holde his court in awful state &
tremendous majesty, on your cloud~capt mountains, I wish you
mach sucosss in your perilous enterprise, snd that you may es-
cape the attacks of this overwhelming conquerour.

The almost unpardonable omission of which you were gullty,
when in Greenfield, I am tempted to treasure up against you but
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upon better thoughts, sccording to your sincere acgnowledg-
ment, I truly sbeolve you.--But to be serlous, my dear Friend,

I very much regret, thrt you should not have honoursd me with

& vigit, vhen you were so near, aznd :ervently hope that & similar
event will not t:ke plsce. Though we are sepsratsd, by loecel
divisions, let us never toforget the plesssnt srssons we have
spent togwther, =nd often iet us In ¢_irit meet sround the
merey-aeat, and im lors those bl:osgsings {rom a compssgioasnte
God, which we so much need, We ure now in that stsys of our
education, in which we xeke th- most .epreeptible pragresn, and
our characters daily roceliving new accessions, our minds ax-
paoding snd our wviews scjuliring strength snd consist ney. How
importsnt, is it, thast ws now tsk- the right dirsetion, and es-~
teblish and wmnturs those charsetsrs, whiech ghsll render us heopy
& regpretable in 1life and shove a&ll uvesful to & world lying in
wickedness., The trite r-asrks, which we cfiten hear concerning
the t-mptstions of college life, sreo, in wy orinion, indis utably
correct, Indeed they sre of & different n ture, frow whet com-
mon pecple & .rehend, btut they are peeculizrly gowerful snd often
destructive of the integrity sné .esce of indivi‘usls., The reli-
glous student is artlicularly exposed to ths lose of his most
preclous interests by contraecting & svirit of worldlinmss snd
n=gl=ct of God. Th~ placegurrs af litersry effort and intel-
lectusl resesvch sre sinsulsrly rsscinsting end without sn un~
cormon deyree of wviporoues fzith snd energetick piety, they will
fasten themszelves so s¥rongly u.on our feelings end affections,
&g to lesve ue tut Little intersst irn thes polewn, the over-
whelwing coneerns of our souls.,

It ig diflicult to define the exact bhounds of duty,respect-
ing ths degree of sttentlon, we should devote to literary pur-
suits. It 1s evident, they should not coms in competition with
suprene devotednesg to the cause of Christ, and should be made
cubsidisry to the interssis of religion., To sbide by thie rule,
some think an zrdent attachment to letters,must be ronounced,

We must be cont=nt, say they, with mediocrity in the path of
learning & seek for high attzinments in spiritusl exesllence.
But, are both of these Impracticeble? Cannot =minent advances
in Christien holiness be nwade consistsnt with intellectuel
superiority snd litcrary excellence? 1 belleve they cen,——
snd further, I believe it is 2 duty incumbsnt on all sho have
their sye fixed om the ssmered ministr, to be Indefsvigsble in
the pursult of imowledge & aseck for high slevation in lesrning
and the utmost improvement thelir mental powers sre espable

of y=—& then brinzg thegs seculsitlons and resources to the foot
of the Cross snd eonscerate them to ths serviees of the pdorable
Redesner.,

Let literature be wrested from the nands of the gacrilégious
(sic] % profane snd devoted to the service of Christ snd the
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ghurch. This is not visionsery and romantick--tihe most ardent
& humble plety is ecnsistent with the highest intellectusl cul~
ture and the most extunslve and veried srudition.

*Piety has found friends, in the friemds of zcience

“ind true prayer has flow'd from lips wet with

SCastalian dews,%.—
It is an unspeakable privilege, that the Most High condescends
to employ the fesble ingtrumentality o. men, in the sxecution
of hiz vast designs. By the little enginery, whieh wa can put in
motion,; -affects[gif])are preduesd, importent as the husan scul,
and leating ss sternity. Will not this thought stimulate us
te persevering efforte, is th:t causs for which the Divine He-
deomer lefil ths bosom of the Father and bled & died? There is
something very slasvating and solemmn in the ides, that we cun
becoms cooperators, with the infinite God. Aind shall we, my
frisnd, when the whole Christisn world is aweking to vigorous
and hermonious exexrtion, deecilne to enligt im the high and
holy cause? Lot us imitate the example of those high-minded
and generous men, who counted nc sacrifices too painful, no
‘exertions too arducus, for the glory of God snd the salvation

. of souls.~-The standard of Christian character begins to be

better understood. A& eold, lifeless, supine course of conduct,
is deemed esbliorrent to the genius and s.irit of the Gospel.
Activity and zeal are reguired by all men of all partiss, Zven
the frigid phlilosophy of Sooinlanisam, is putting forth her en«r-
glea and with determined purpose and intensge resolutions,; under-
takes to <estroy the belief of the grand doetrines of our faith
and introduce a gystem of proud moyality, falsely called en~
iightened & liberal Christisnity., Meny are emnanared by thelr
specious arguments, and with misgulded fervour, are labouring
for the owerthrow of all that we dees evangeslical and essential
in Christian doctrine.——0, for & spirit of prayer and sup.lication
that the Lord will disappoint the devices of the crafty, and sup-
port the interests of truth jdn our fallen world.

1 wish you to write partic larly, coneerning the proapects
of religiomn in your college. ¥hal is done for the missionary
cause, & ig there is missiomery spirit glowing in the breasts
of the brethren? Is the standard of vital plety aelevated, &
have you many preparing for the ministry?

Shall I not hear from you ithis vacation? A lomg lettey
from my friend,will be particularly %I’&Mf\ilaao

80 George Ripley to Sylvester Clapp, Jan. 9, 1821. 4.L.5. in the  ossession
of Iisstte Riggs.



CHAPTER VIX
THE DIVINITY SCHOOL

In september, 1823, George entered the Cambridge Divinity School
in splte of a strong desire to go to Andover instesds The records of
his three years as & Divinity student ars meagre and unexceptionsl.

He boarded in Cambridge.5l His name appesrs on the list of benefi-
cleries of the Divinity School, as gaam received $130 between the
_beginning of 1824 ﬁa. hugust, u.mmm. He attended ﬁaaﬁ Unitarian
gg«pﬁﬁ- uga Qia, .w:wa an. Exra ?gag. as vw. gmuu a@w_l
laeague mﬁugu. at .g,a @aﬁﬁ.ﬁ. mau.aa.w n&e.u.nwn »u.agﬁa& ﬁaﬁﬁw; at the
New Bouth, and Charles Weaiworth Uphem's, ia falem, Whrile in the Divin-
ity School, he taught ay&-ﬁﬁ& and natural philosophy ss tuter in

83
Harvard Codlege.  He preached & first, usdated sermon before the

P

81! Life, p.2l. George Ripley to Sersh Franklin Ripley, September 30, 1823.

Sghool Schedule, List of B o8 1824~30, in the
mnﬁ.vuﬁ mﬁngﬂ.uwg Arehives.

82

83  George Ripley, S . sketch of his owm life, in the Massachusetis
Historlcal Soclety. This esoclety will hereafiter be referred to os
HoH.8,
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record his teking out, in his first year, 1l823-4, Barlow's Hathemntjcal
Gorhen's Chemistry; The Monthly Beviews
The Bdinburgh leview; a Latin edition of ths works of iristotle; Schil-
ler's Works; Costard's Astronomy; Vince's jstircnomy; worke of Demoséhenes
end Aeachinesj the Journal of the Hoyml Ingtitutidn; Memoires of Sully,
of Voltaire, of Loule XIV; Forbes' Life of Beattis; & volume of Shakes-
pesre; Todd's Milton; Steward's Philosophical Egseys; Diogenes Laertiusy
Stobseus. Bonterwek's mwsg worke of Euripides and Xenovphomj &
Latin edition of Plato'e Dislogues; Daswin's Beddoe's Hygeis;
Everett's Defence) North American Heviuw; Haahoim‘a Egolopiastical His-
Yory; Hume's Englsnd; Robertson's Scotland; Benson's First Plastings
Marsh'e Michsells; Percy's Heligues; Miiton's Poetical Worke; Priestiey's
Chureh History; Middleton's Free Enguiry; Burnett's Fagtoral Care; Tuck-

Dictionery; 8Slmpeon's Fluxionsg

er's Liget of Hature; Carpenter's Edply; Beekmsn's Ipvenilongs Potter's
Sreciasn Antiguitles; Ditkin's Statistics; Don Quixote; Huiten's

Legendre's Theorie dep Nombreas; Miiton's Prose Woxks; Hollis' Life, & work
of Shakespeare; Tie Edinburg: Reviewy Io W, Newecome's View;
Geddes' Prospegtugs; Cappe's Works; Famsay's Philosophy; Hsrtley on lianj

2padtory; Chendler's f
fevelstion; Revnolds' Morkss Cary's feview of Bagiish Giristisnity; Nerth
American Heview; Keal's Puritavs; o Latin version of Atheneeus' Banguet of

General Re;

#9; Frederic Bouterwek, (17635-1828)., The work of this German philosepher
and man of letters, charged out September, 1824, wes the first German
title which 15 charged %o Ripley. Agz it was takem out b C. Francis
for Ri ley, there is a possibility that Rijley did not use it himself.
This possibility, howsver, secems slight, as 3{ C, Francls ie Convers
Franels, he could undoubtediy have gotten it for himssit, OUn the other
hend, it ie tize only German btitle until Nov. 7, 1826, which waz alse
taken out by €, Franeis, the n xt being in Feb. lﬁﬁ’?, slso tsken out

by G.F‘ranci!.



the Sophistp; Kant's Metaphysie, Munsche's Dopmen~GCeschichite; Ficinus’
translation of Plate's werks; Jones' (reek Crammar; ancthur by Smithj
work of Hetastasle; the works of Huripldes, of lLucian, of Thueydides,
of Homeri of Aristophanes. In addition %o theze he must certainly have
bought some textbooks, not only for the courses whieh he took, but thosze

which he tanght.



RIPLEY SURKENDERS THE SWORD

Ripley arrived at the Divinity School under protest. His stiach-
ment to the older form of religion may explain his attempt o go to
Andover, us segond best to & German uwniversgity, inastead of Cambridge
Divinity _.maweﬁ.. The ressong wi:ieh he guve Jarome Ripley for his
preference sound %auw. much like hig praises of Yale instead of Harverd,
Now indover was the citadel of the Calvimists, and Cambridge, of the
Uniterians. In the first, his religicus views, would be strengthened by
all the knowledge which the gifted Professor Moses Stuart, antagonist of
Professor Norton, eould give. On gradusticn, he would sutomatically prow-

ooed into the orthodex ministrys On the other hand, at Cambridge, his
puny sword of Calvinist argument would be knocked out of his hand by the
experts, and probably be uded to beat him over the head. On his grofus~
tion he would be unacceptable to an erthodax ficok, and unless he commend-
¢d hinself tc the Unitariens, stood a good chanee of not gradusting at 8ll.
Altheugh the two sects were not rigidly severed by the foundation of the

kmerican Unitarian Associantion until 1825, and even thereafter had many
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activities in common, kipley could not but heve buoen aware of the
difference in '.ia ;;iaspecta his cholce of a thealogicsl scheol would
mske. Poseibly his views were zlso colored by the missrable time he
hed pagsed with the uxxdergxaﬁuﬁ‘w& at Eiamrd; althauéh this considera-
tion scens to have been not the dominagt one, from f.lhq fact that ne urged
‘his faihew w let him ppend & yoar in M&'&a ‘atu@ ﬂs Harveyd ‘hmfarn
going to Andover, He wrote Jercme Ripley & leng letter on the subjects
Hexvard University, June, 1823

My dear Father,--is I have never had the opportunity of con=
vorsing particularly with you on the course proper for me to
adopt on the termination of my connection with the college,

1 take the liberty of expressing my omn views and of reguagte
ing your advice, If I were governed merely by the hope of
success in life, and perhape of soms degree of eminence, I
should by xll meens déndesvor to perfect my education by en
elaborate course of stady, and & resolution to avoid all
thoughts of enguging in the duties of & profession till

«fter & laborious preparation of many years, This glas I

an adviped to adopt by some in whose judgment I should place
bigh confldence,  And were I possessed of a moderats f{oriune,,
I believe that inclination and duty would both prempt me to
this enterprise, a8 laying the broadest foundation for future
usefulness. The idea of a foreign university would perhaps
appesr viglonery, and in my case I will confess it iz entirely
80. Still I cannot avold all regret at beholding the superior
advantages which &are accesslible to our fortunate young men,
end wishing myself able to enjoy them. For I imow that my
peculisr habits of mind, imperfect zs they are, strongly im-
pel me to the yath of zctive intellectusl effort; end if I

ant to be et any tinme of any use to soelety, or a sstisfao-
tion t myself or wmy friends, it will be in the wiy of some
retired literary situstion, where & fondnese for study and &
knowledge of books will be more reguisite than ihe busy, cal~
culating nmind of a man in the businessg part of the community.
I do not mean to say by this that any profession is desired
but the one to which I have beun long lookiny. MW wish is
only to enter that profession with all the enlargement of
mind snd extent of iaformation which the best iInstitution

can afford. In my preseni circumstanees, I carnot rossonably
hope for anything mere than & sedulous effort to avail myself of
what the literary resources we have can give. I wish to study my
profession thoroughly, 1 do not feel prepured {0 enter upon
these important in-juiries before & more accurate acquaintance
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iz obteined with some subsld ary branches. For this purpose

I wish to spend a yeur at Cambridge, in m course of study whieh

I have preseribed for myself, unconnected with any depurtment

in the university. I should prefer to pursue my theological

atudies &t Andover, both bscsause I am convinced that the oppor-

tunities for close investigution of the Scriptures are superior
there to those at Cambridge, end the ppirid of the pluce, much
relaxed from itz former severe and gloomy bigotry, is wore
favorable to & tone of decided piet.. This iz wmy precent |
opinion of Andover. 1 might, ofier more extensive. acquaintance,
have reason to altgr it. The only objection atienuing this lan
is ths OXPIRECs = s »

Appsrently not even Andover'g sbandonment of gloom influenced Jerome
Eipley, for in the autumn. George found hluself st Canbridge. Once atl the
Divinity School, he foumd himself liking it, He admired his proflessors,
the studies were congenial, and hiz social contacts were vastly move
phessent thut at the college. In addition to these plessant associa-
tions he had come under the influemce of Lr. Channing, The first memtion
of Dr. Channing was batk in the undergraduste days, st the close of en
intolerably platitudinous letter to Harianne, in 1821,7%

By 1823, it seems that Dr. Channing had become & conpiderable ine-
fluence, George sought consocletion for not having gone abroad by reamind-
ing himself and his mother that Cambridge offered every faciliity for

1t®, and that Dr. Channning had set it above G8ittingen,

Cambridge, September 30, 1823

ity dear Mother,~-With pleasure I begin the laubors of uy new

situation by informing you of my conditlen and prospectsj; and
1 know that you will rejoice with me in the goodness of Pro-
videnoe which has appointed the bounds of my habitation vhere

I have every faselllty for yeal improvement.

90: Iife, pp.17-18. George Ripley to Jerome Ripley, Jums, 1823.
91 Life, pps1l=13, George Ripley to Huriamne Ripley, April &, 18al,
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The prospects of our Theological School are so good,
and the call in society for g faithful and devoted clergy,
who combine libersl views with deep plety, is deily Decom-
ing so urgent, that I cannot regret huving chozen this place
8 the scene of ny theological lnvestigetions. Indeed, it
is thought by many competent judges, und emong them Ir. Chan~
ning, that this institution presents advantsges for forming
useful, practicel clergymen not infarigﬁ to the forelgn uni~
versities. He adviges Willism Emersom”™™ to study at Cam~
orldge rether than at (Bttingen, believing that though Uer-
nany affords the greatest advantuges se far as mere llterature
is concerned, yet thut the besgt wducstion for & wminister in
New England, taking into secount the amoral influence and re~
ilglious feeling, can be obitalned at Cambridge...]l am remark~
ably pleasantly situsted, and have everything to my mind. My
room 18 in & brick houser~ihe south end,--the very iast houze
on the right hand side of the strect in whith the printing
office 48. I hope thut father will have no cifficulty ia
finding it. It is on the lower floor, sbout s large as our
front room, with two recesses in ii; these I have divided
off by & curtain from the main rcom, zo us to form closets.
I have &ll Mr. Linecoln': books atl my disposal, which, together
with the few that I own zmyself, Iorm . very pretty little
library. I feel perfectly satisfied thatl I lLiave acted .o
cording to the will of Providence, as far us I can asecertiain
it, in uniting myeelf{ 1o this school, and thst so far frem
departing from my religlous prineiplss, ss some would suppose,
I huve done that which will tend to thelr improvement aud
perfection, 1 could say much on the emotions whleh sre
swekened on commencing those studies to whieh I huve long
been looking with fond anxiety snd esarmest hope, I feel
that it is solemn Indesd to take any stisp lowards an office
involving such rsaponsibliiity, sueh Iinfinite consequences,
But God will use such @gatrumants ag He choeses to promote his
truth in the  world.s..

Around Chanmning, George grouped other Unltarian miniatars; and the
faculty of the Divinlty School, in a ssintly constellation. Their
obvious sincerity and thelr deeply religious feelingas more than coun-

terbalanced any mental reservations he had cn the subject of theiyxy

92! Brotier of Eelph Waldo Bmersom

93 Life, pp.20-21l, George Ripley ito Sarah Fraukiln Ripley, Lept. 30, 1823.
Tre mention of 1ilbersl wviews is of particular intersst in compurisom
to his letter of Jan. 8, 1821, to Sylvester Clapp, dencuncing the
Usyatem of y.roud morality, falsely called enlightened and liberal
Christianity.* George was undergoing sea-~change,
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dogmatic vieve, He menticned the Divinity School faculty in a letter
to his mother,
Cambridge, October 1k, 1823,

My dear Mother,--....1 am on very different grounds from what

I was vhen an under-graduate. Then I was led on by others;

nowv I am left to my own keeping, and you may Judge the weight
of responsibility which I muet feel. We have exercises in the
Hebrew langusge three times a week, and once a week we present
the results of our theological reading and investigstions on
toploe pointed out to us by Dr. ¥Ware. I em besides diligently
engeged in Greek and other subsidiary studies; eo that my time
is more completely and regularly occupied than ever. I hope

to meke all these attzinmente subservient to the great ceuse
of truth. I am much disappointed in what I have learned of
the-veligiouvs charamoter of the school, I confess. I had some
prejmdices egeinst many of its members, who, destitute of the
austerity, I had Sthought to be deficient in the spirit, or
religion., But 1f a more intimste acquaintance has enabled me
to julge rightly, the depth and purity of thelr religious feel-
ing and the holy simplicity of their lives is enough to humbdble
and shame those who have been long professors of Ghristianity,
and had pretended to superior senctity. Ve meet morning end
evening for devotional exerciser, and I have no hesitation in
saying that 4f I have ever witnessed the display of upiritaalit{
and seriousness of devotion it is in these 1ittle meetings....9

In July, 1824, he attended the ordinstion of Exrs Stiles Gannett as colw
league pastor at the Federal Street Churech. D»r, Channing delivered the
sermoen on that occasion, and George's hero worship expressed itself in
termes whioch seem almoet ridiculous in their extravagance.
Osmbridge, July 18, 1824,

My dear Sister,--....I wish I could give you an idem of the

solemnities at Mr. Gannett's ordination, but a description

on paper would be so flet and inadequate that I will not

attempt 1t. It was a day of great Joy for those who wish to

see farvent pilety connected with sound doctrine and lideral
feelinge.9% I would, but I cannot, enadle you to form a con-

94 Life, pp. 22-23. George Ripley to Sarah Franklin Ripley, Sept. 30, 1823,

9% The emphasis on liberalism is a development seince his entry at the
Divinity School.
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ception of the infantine simplieity and apostolic moeknesa,
united with the elocuence of en engel snd the spirituality of
& sainted nind, which cherscterize Dr. Channing. His sermon
will be jrimkd....%6
Rigley did not meet Dr. Channing until both stiended the ordinstion of
Er. Uphes, in Uslem, shere Dr. Channing offered a prayer.?7 By that
time, the Federal vtreet pustor was clearly set down in Ripley's pri-
vate register of supermen,
Ripley's personsl sdmiration for Chamning, and for the otﬁer
.ministers with whom he waa thrown in coniact, was one of the several
elements which contributed to the solution of his major problem, the
choice between two forms of fxith, Another factor was his instrue-
tion, all ef_th&éh nasn #im@daat preparing for the UYnigarisn clergy.
There wers conferences with his professorsg; no doubt, in some of the
time which Ripley spent in Professor Norton's study, the older mam
y&froraad’tha‘holy'éuty aﬂ’sai;ing st Gsargn's;cheri&had views., The
liot of reﬁuirea readingas was selected bv those who had no doubts
that the Unitarian views were corract and sll others to be e-iloded,
The change in his religious opinione is shown in a letter of Jan, 26,
1824, to Elizabeth Ripley Brigham, his favorite sister.
Jan., 26, 1824.
¥y Learest Clster,
I 1ittls thought +hen 1 ssw you in the wacation, that
I should have suffered so long a time to Lsss awsy, withe
out writing even & line, but you know how frall sre our
stronges?t reaclutions and how distunt duties sre pup out

of our sight, bty the thronging visions that dazzle uszj a
eonstant routine ol studying snd writing on grive & abstrmet

9¢. Life, p. 28, George Ripley to “iy desr Sist-r," July 18, 1824,
97, M'D Pp. 29=31, George lipley to Sarsh ~ranklin ﬁipl-ay3,JIJec. 10,1324



subjects, has almost teken from me the _ower of meaking my
thoughts {11t about me readily, and has given me sueh & szerious
and stern cmst of thinking, that I have hardly dered trust myself
to write a letter, except on business, lsat + should weary

by my tedlousneszs., I might, ss I once thought was absolutely
necessary, fill my paper, with the common-places of religion,
but I hope we sre both uf us to [ sic) well instructed in the
great design of Christianlity, to think »e can sdd to ite power
over our hearts, by repeating day «fler day & year after year,
the established remaris which -2 can any vhere [ sie) peruse,
‘But still, there 18 no other subject, =8& we used to say, com-
paratively worth an anxious thought,~-& there, most certainly,
is no other subject, in which w#e can 8o deeply & -arhly feel
together,~-upon which our prevailing thought. are comwon & our
sympathieg one. Y«s, Dear Betsey, + feel there is nothing to
which my-heart turns so readily or clings zo fervently as the
hallowed assesoclations, whieh are connected with this zubject,--
nothing, on which, to my dear Sister, I could talk so freely,

or feel o gensibly. You know how long and gradualily my mind
hag been turning to what 1 Jdeem more pure and correct sentizent
concerning our common feith,--and you know me too vell to he-
lieve , thst I could hastily tear swey those prejudlices, whieh
were twined sround my very soul. Though you bave "fallen on
evil days and evil tongues," where the bugy gplirit of mis-
representetion & detrasction hag been unwearied to blast the
character of that clase of Chrimtisns, with whom 1 am connscted,
I know you are pob under its pernicious influence, and would
24ill retein feelings oi brotherly love, tosards thoss zhom

you, probably, recard ss erroneous, but sincere. It beshoves
you to be ecarsful, though, rhat opiniovne you =xpress of any,
whether of spyrobation or censure. I look back, with deep re-
gr-t, to much of the conversation of shet 1 deem my da,s of
mistonken seal for religicn, and fesr, that the csuse of truth
hes been injured, by the exurvegsion of crude, hasty ssentinents,
concerning things, of which I wss utterly ignorant.--1 consider
the preegent state of the chur h, as affording & trying disci-
pline to all Christisns. 1 sympathize most feelingly w»ith many,
#ho, begin to ree how destitute of <eriptursl foundstion, a:e
the views in which they have bsen educated & =ith which they
identify the desrest boges & the moct sacr2d eactlons, but still
are fesrful of opening thelr eyes to the lizht of truth,~-lest
in expoging the falrehood of their osn System, it should dazgzle
& bewilder, snd destroy their love for vitsl, ex_ erimental
piety. But the experiment 1s golng on, by which the Almighty
will demonstir:te te the nsations, tha truth and goodnese are in-
separably connected,--rezson & religion go hand in hand & heppi-
ness will slweys & only follow in the train of virtus., I have said
thus much on a delicste subject, becsuse I have formerly written in
a very different strein,and you might be surprised at tl.e change.
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But I would be above disguise or deception & candidly confess
that I hold it no mark of weakness or guilt, for me to
acknowledge that I think I have more correct ideas on the
greatest subject,which ¢sn affect the humen mind, thet I hed in
the dsys of youthful exeitement and fond prejudice,

I have heard with sorrow of the week state of your
health and the long confinement to which you have been sub=
jected, 1 here the letter isltorn snd patched ] to regret or
not the determination of your husband tormove to0 ...[ here the
letter is torn snd patehed] it will mske 2 most unhappy chasm
in the source of my snjoyment while et Gr. but if it is for
your benefit I may not complain. Jur haypiness is more degen-
dent on other circumstznces by fer, in my opinion, than on lo-
cal situation, I ghall not know how to give up desr little
Kate, who is about helf my life,shen &i home,--but 1 hope to
vieit you at 8h. if &ll things go on well, +hen I go ageain to
Gr.--which by the way, to return to & subject, which has al~
most disgusted me, reminds me of somsrhat in yr letter, which
I don't know, you haed any businecs to say. It wss ae much a
matter of course for me to stay here this vee. a2 any tire,
Theological students, always stay, in the long vac. for the
most pert, & I slweye gave this ides, & why 1 chould be expee-
ted to stop w~ork & be idle for 7 wke, I cannot conjecture,~—
but enough & too much of this.99

An undated letter to his mother shows how thoroughly hs had absorbed
the most libersl Unitarisn sent ments
Harvard University, Nov. 24th.
My dear Mother,——...I believe the more judicious we becorne,

the less confidence we shall glace in some appendage of re-
ligion, and the more charity we shall hawve for others,although

99 George Eipley to lizabeth Kipley Brighem, Yen. 24, 1826. A. L. S.
belonging to Mr, Charles 1, Brigham of Blue &cunds, ¥is,, and
deposited in the Hisconsin Historical Society. BReresfter the col-
lection of ¥r. Brighsm in the Historical “ociety #ill be referred
to as Br, ¥, H, &,



we may think wildely different from ti.ems, In short, true

religion is in the légart, & is not connected with any form

or any language.. .:.L

Ripley's religlous change was complete. At some point between 1823
and 182%, he happily noted in his comuonplace book Mosheim's views on
the late date of the doctrine of the Trinity, %% In uay, 1825, he
happily wrote his mother sbout the kindness of Providence, with which

Jerome Ripley may have had gomething to do, in sending him to Cambridge.

100) Life, p.29. Thie letter is placed by Frothingham under the head-
ing of Diviniiy School. Frothingham weg not always accurate in
the chronology of his undated letters. However, zs he reproduced
in the Life only ithat portion of the letter which is here quoted,
the remaining jortion may have determined the dates, ‘There is
reason to suppose that it may belong to Ripley's umdergraduste
days, &8 it is the only letter from the Divinity School dated
from Harvard Upiversity; all the others which are dated at all,
say Cambridge. There iz, of course, the possidbility that Ripley
was in Harvard at the time of the writing of the letter, either
using the library, or im conneotion with his duties as tutor,

The tone of the letier does not fit in with the tone of Lis
lettere to Sylvester Clapp in bhis freshmen and sophomore yearsg
if it belongs to his junior or semior years, it throws interest-
ing light on the course of his converslon to Uniterisnism, He
would then be in the position of having come to Unitarienism by
deciding that his orthodox dogmss, independently of whether or
not they were correct, were of intrinsic unimportance. His
letter of Jen. 26, 1824, to Eliszabeth Brigham, suggebts thet

he followed the reverse process; he viewed hisg former beliefe
&g incorreet and unscriptural before he considersd them unim-
portant. The letter to Mrs., Brigham affords mo clue by which to
date the letter of Nov. 24th, us George tells her that she has
been for some time aware of change in his religious processes,
and also that he fears she will be surprised if he writes from
the standpoint of his new beliefs,

101) Commonplace book, ps 57+



Canbridge, ¥ay 4, 1825.

My dear Rether,s——.qofhe prospects of grofespional success
und usefulness appear briguter every day. Thers is an une
exampled call frem all parts of the country for our students,
end & disposition me-ifested to hear what we conglder mors
useful and practiecal, Af not more able preaching than can
elaewhere be obtalned, For my own part, I am mors and more
grateful to & kind Providence which directed me to Cambridge,
vhere I have learned thope views of religion ot cues mo ate~
traoctive and levely, so simple, awipm, and reasonabley=——
affording such motives to holiness, such copgclation in sore
row, puch hope in deaths I trust I sa not becoming a partisan
nor a bigot. I have suffered enough, &nd tco much, in mw
taining those charascters, in earlier, more in«xperi

end more ignorsnt ysars; but I have no prospects of wthla'
teppiness more inviting than that of preasching the truth,
with the humble hope of being instrumentsl in impressing

it on the mind with grester foree, purity, snd effect tham
I eould do with any other then my present convietionm. I
fesl bound to my profession,—-so much so that you will not
be surprised when I inform you that I desmed it right to
decline the sppointment of wathemsticel totor, with aa
emplument of £700; which was reeently offered me., I pre-
sume snd hope that none of my friends can regret what may
appear at first a8 & pesuniary sascrifice, tut what s broad
view of the futwre elearly convinces 13, ue necesaary, and
witimately can be of no disadvantege.

102) Lile, pp«31-2; Ceorye Ripley to SBarsh Franklin Ripley, May 4, 1825,
Ripley says that he deglined the sppointment, mt s MS. autobio-
graphioal sketeb, in M.HeB., in Lis own hand, and Frothianghas in
tie Life, both state that while Ripley was at Divinity Sehocol he
was tuter in mathéemetics sud maturwl philosophy at the college.

The sppointment referred to in the letter of May 4, 1825 mey have
referred to some mors permanent place on the fuocully, or George

nay have thought better of his deeision, and acoepted the post,

The latter suppogition iz the wore likely, becauss in a letter

of Dec. 6, 1825 (mg: pd:a) to Marianne Ripley, he states, after
deseribing how hard works, *1 em very glad that I anccepled the
office I am in, as it does not intsxfere with my prefessional views,
and gives me the consclousness that, instead of being a burden to
otherag I am making myself useful, end instead of being dependemt.

I sm earning my bread actually by the sweet of my brow, and it gives
me the prospect, at the sud of the year, of having laid up in thie
worldts good a handsome store, for &« boy.¥ The office may very well
be thet referred to in the letter of May 4, 1825,



CHAPTER IX
STUDY AND SOCIETY

Besidez forming views on religion, Ripley formed certain mental
babits he never afterwards changed. One was a generous spirit of lit-
erary ¢ritiecism, He jotted down,

There is a sore evil among some men of lettersy it is one of

the errors of literature; & capbiocus and ungenerous spirit

of eritie;sn~u§ digpeiaiian to depreciate the merits of rival

candidates for favor.

In his later career &s & literary critie, he was nothing if not generous.

Another habit is traceable to Mr., Norton. On October 1, lBéB, he
wrote his mother that he -aé working hard instead of playing, and that
*Green RiVer Bridge has given way to Mr. Norton's study and the library.“laé
The owner of the study imparted to Ripley some of his severe intellectual
precepts, One of these wes "to read great, original writers only,‘195 and
not to bother with anything inferior or derived. This practice with Rip-

ley was lifelong. Somebody's work explaining somebedy else, wars a type

103/ Commenplace book, pe 57
104 Life, p« 22, George Ripley to Barsh Franklin Ripley, Oct. 1, 1823,

ce Book, pe 56.
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of literature in which he did not indulge; ne went straight to the
sgource,

Compared to his abject misery as an undergraduate harassed by
the dislike of the class of 1823, Ripley's life at the Divinity School
bad some of the bliss of the commmion of saintss Yo begin with, he
was under less tension himself, and, having learned the difference be-
tween austerity and religious ocutlook, he must have been a grest deal
simpler to live with, Im the Divinity School, "Ripley the plous® was
no brand of ignominy, Pliety wap the order of the day among sspiring
ministers. He was admitted to the social 1ife of his colleagues. They
joked, discuseed the next president, the newspapers, tie Greeks, and
theories of the soul., He went on iittle eccleslastical jaunts, such as
trips to ordinations, met everybody, and enjoyed himself hugely. On one
such cccasion in December, 132"10& he had not only the xeligieua pleasure
connected with the ordination services, but the social one, of meeting
cn the same day his hero, Dr, Channing, and his fatherts, Timothy Pick-
ering.

Being gregarioug by nature, George did not limit his soclal contacts
to his fellows. He wrote to his family & great cesl sbout solitude, bes-
cause he thought he should, and frequently sallied forth to Cambridge
parties, which he described in the most human letters he had writtem up
%o that time., He attended "pariles®, talked £o_the ladies and ate
Jollzos,lgv and came home, quite latu,‘to spend the rest of ths night

on hisg lessone,

106) Life, pps 29-31, George Ripley to Sersh Franklin Fipley, Dec«l0,1824.

107) Life, pps26-8, George lipley to “Dear ﬁary;ﬁ Feb. 5, 1824. There is
no indication who this might be.
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There wag, perhapg, aaoiowey reason wuy he {ound Cambridge attrace
tive, At soma undeted tiqe of Lis studles, eitner as an undergraduzie
or &8 a divinity student, the tall putriclan Sophla Willard Dana had

began to commsnd his sbttention.



CHAPTER X
SOPHIA WILLARD DARA

SBophia Willard Dana was of the Brahmin ecaste. Her eclan had been
prominsnt in Cambridge ever since the arriwel of her great-greategreat-
grandfather, Bichard, from Englaend. In 1740, her grandfather, Franecils
Dans, hed been revolutiomery embasscedor to Rusels, rhere Catherine the
Grest, having her o=n ideas on ravoimtiais, had kept him cooling hls heels
for two years without recognising hin.laﬂ In Boghiate father, also nsmed
Francis, the gterling qualitics ¢f ihe older Danas seexed to have ebbed,
snd been repleced by irresporsibility. In 182%, xkile this Francis wss
enjoying the sights of Burope, his wife rnd two deughtereg held & family
war council or waye and wmeans, and decided to keep mchool for supgart.igg
Aacordi§g1y, they moved to Cambridge, smnd tock & 1little house on Mason

el

Street. Two sone, Frencis and Jogesch ¥illard, 41¢ rot lives with them

108 BHenry Wadgworth Longfellow Danz, The Dene Bags (Cawbridgs, ths Cam-
bridge Historical Bociety, 1941), 5. 26.

109 HNotes of an intsrview rith iisg Elisabé%hABan&, zads by klss Rose
Bhernrun, in 1928. Theege notss ure in the posgession of Redcliffe
College,

110 #iss Fllizabeth Daense to ¥iss Viewien Hay Horris, Feb, 15, 1900. A.L.B.
ormed by Hanry Wadesorth Longfellow Dane, copy by Fadcliffe College,
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Sophis came by her scholarship nsturally, for the Willards, her
nother's family, had produced scholars ag steadily zs the Danas men in
public offfice., Her maternal grandfath r, Joseph Willard, had been Presi-
dent of Harvard, and two uncles instructed there. 8ophiat's niece, Miss
Issbella Denas,. even as an old lady, remembered vividly her tall, grace-
ful aunt.

I never heard her called handsime and she probably was not 8o.

But there was something so lovely in her face, that the effect
was scmehow the same~-perhaps the Englisii would have called it

gggg&gggﬁggy Her exquisite manners, and her low, beautifully
modulated voice, udded to the charm and her reading to me was

& rars delight, To this day I often recall whole ssntenea!lé

from those stories, and the very inflections of her voice,

George met Sophia while he was either a student in Hervard Cbllage
or in the Divinity Sehool, probably the latier, =s Sopbia's immediate
family did not move to Cambridge until 1823, He fell very much in love
with the distinguished, intelligent, young woman, who was usually des-
eribed as "stately™ and %elegant.® 5he was one of the tall, graceful
pecple who wear their clothes superbly, never have holecs in their gloves,
and never knoek over teacups.

There are few recorde of the life of the cool, blonde 8o hia either
before or during her life inCambridgej only one letter of George's relat-
ing to the courtship survives. This letter was written the day after the
anncuhcement of the engagement of Sophla Wi.lard Dana to George Eiy;qy.
In it, George asked Hariamne, his faishful sister, to break the news to

Jerome Ripley. 17 A year and a half later, when George had established

116) Miss Isabella Dana to Miss Elizebeth Dana, Oet. 1928. A.L,S8, in the
possession of Professor Henry Wedsworth Longfellow Dana, copy im Rad-
eliffe College.

117) Life, pps 34~6, Cambridge, May 3, 1826.
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himself in his minipterial career, on iugust 22, 18527, George wnd
Sophla were married in th:s Oval Hoom of Fay House, b. Fev.e 1. Holues,

of Cambridgse.



CHAPTER XI
BOSTON UNITARIANISM

in 1326, Boston Unitarianism was in its initial period. Its
method was that of brilliant, if destyuctive, criticism, Idttle mercy
was accorded "the bellefs in soripturalinspiration, inearnation, atone=
nent, .nlmtioza » predestination, deprawity, fall, rcgmtmum, redemp-
tion." The prevailing .hilesophy among Unitarisn divines was Lockeian
eupiricisgjtheir animating mental ,foz.-‘cn‘ was, however, cultivated, dei~
fied componsense. They looked on immm nature, and found that it was
good. No cloud of primal gullt hung over their souls. Their minds were
polished by intensive theological training; native shrewdnese was rein-
foreced by a battery of texts, tuthoritiés, comnentaries s and other weapons
from the theological arsenal, They were too new as a self-congcious sect
te have fallen into civil war. They retained belicf in God, an illimitable,
supreme Being, Cresator of a material universe, the exintence of which
wee unquestioned, and of & spiritual world, the kuowledge of which 48
gund in the Bible. God'!'s bemevolence was am mlm;iw as His grandeur.
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He offerdd perscnal immortality to all who sought Him, and sent a Mes-
senger to point out the loftiest moral truths, Thls Messeanger, Christ,
was not divine, but of more than humen statures He performed p&r&cltn_
and fulfilled propheeies., The older Unitarians indulged in & sunny orgy
of raticnality, @rintarn' iﬂkt mnﬁ refutation of the~¢riﬁ1tax@énalinitﬁtf
Chriptian Examiner, the nearest thing which the denomimation offercd to
a series of papalfhullss

To Gaarga'aﬁd the young men who followed Channing beyond Lis fellows,
there was something mere stirring in the air then the ;girit of enlightened
eriticism, The critieiam paved the way; they did not refute its conclusions,
they began there. Chenning granted to the mind the power of discriminating
batween the true and the untame, when presented with the two alternatives.

In some of his utterances he seemed to go further, but he very sincerely
feared that privete inspiration might augplant Christianity. The younger
grou: began to wonder if mind could not discover us well as.recognize.
They poured over the writings of German theologians. They burrowed in
libraries, in the collections of Harvard and the Athengeum. They scrutin-
izsed the foreign journals. They wanderdd into the bookshops, end bought
imported volumes from under sach other's noses, Guietly, uncbirusively,
they made ready for the fermentation of thought to follev.

There were a number of Uniterian churches in and arcund Boston. &b
King's Chapel, the oldest Unitarian Church, F.¥.P. Greenwocd presidsd}over
his citadel of conservatism, never did anything rash, and made 2 collection
of hymns in the best possible taste. The equally conservative Nathaniel L.
Frothingham, at the First Church, studied German, but never obtruded om his

congregation auy of the subversive doctrines which ..¢ found there. Scholarly
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Henry Ware, Jr., son of the 014 Hollis Professor, preached peculiarly
winning sermons at the Second Church, while John Plerpont, at Hollls
Street, carrisd on an sctive campaign against his congregation, Dr.
Oharles Lowell, father of the poet James Bussell lLowell, preached in
Lynde Street. John Palfrey divided his time Detween his Brattle Street

pulpit, the North Americam Reviey, and a Hietory of New Englend, all
five volumes of which redounded to the glory of Massachusetts. Samue)

Barrett presched in Chambers Strees, Alexsnder Young at Nev South,

Lemuel Capen in Dorchester, John Pierce in Chaxzbers Street, Francis
Parkman in Hanover Street. Mellish I. Motte was soon installed ab
Castle Street, and Ralph Waldo Emerson ordsined collesgue pastor at the
Second Churoh. Towering over them sll was the freil, little Dr. Channing
who, assisted andi later succeeded by Exra (Gannett, made the Berry Street

Church the center of Unitarian imspiration.



CHAPTER XII
THE MINISTRY 1826-184)

On August 27, 1826, George Ripley preached at the new Purchase
Btreet Church, ;hich had been dedicated three days before. For the next
three Sundays, he preached before this soclety, and received a call fraﬁ
them in Sopttubor‘lls He wss ordained pastor on Nov.8, 1826, and con~
tionned there tor’fourtoqn years, DBesides preaching at thisz church, and
exchanging with other pastors, his ministerisl duties included parfaruﬁb
ing some five dosen aarriag%a,llg and taking part in seventeen ording-
tions, dedications, or installations. In these, he gave the sermon four
timea; the charge once, the address to the people once, and right hand

of fellowship eight times, and offered the intreductory or concluding

118) gnwaggygajgmggggg, Vy, pel36, Aug. 26, 1826. *"We understand thsti
Mr., George B.Ripley is engaged to preach for the four following
Sabbaths at the new church in Purchase 5t.® The "B is an sddi-
tion on the part of the Register, BRalph Leslie Rusk, ed., The
Letters of R ¥aldo Emerson (New York, Columbia University
Press, 1939) I,p.176, Halph %aldo Emerson to William Emerson,
Bept. 28, 1826, "G, Ripley has ree™ a call at Purchase 5t.%
Zmerson's rofaronca must have been to the permanent engzgement,
Hereafter Rusk's work will be referred to «w& Imerson Letiers.

119) TheChristian Reglster, 1826~1841, lists the marriages performed
by Unitarian and Congregational nministers in Boston.
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prayer three times, <0 In 1829, he offered the praysr at a meeting of

the Sunday School Sociaty,kgl in the seme year, he was elecied secreisry
of the Evangelical Missionary Society, which post Le held until 1834,

when he resigned tiis office snd was elected a trustee.>~~ In 1830, he
offered the prayer at the annual meeting of the Massaolmsetts Peace So-
ciew.ma In 1831, he offered suggestions at the annusl meeting of the
Sfunday chool Society; he urgeci that they keep up with the times by make
ing every effort posaiblatlZA In 1832, he became & 1ife member of the
American Unitarian Bociety, of which he was a trustee from 1834 te 1840.125
In 1833 he joined in the debate on the taking of the pledge at a meeting
of the Massachusetts Aspociation for the Suppression of E&tamparancewlzﬁ
In the same year, he edited tbe Christian Register, and continued to do se
until Aug. 15, 1834,2%7 In 1834, he was one of thoge to address the annual

120) Ibid., 1826-41, lists the installations, ordinastiomns, dedications, of
the Uniterians in and around Bogton, and gives the names of officiat-
ing wminieters,

121) Inid., VIII, Dec. 19, 1829,

122) Ibld., 1826~-41l, lists the results of the slections of various church
and reform societies in Boston.

123) Ibid., IX, Jane 23, 1590,
124) Ibide, X, Jen. 8, 1831.

125) American Unitarisn sgsociation Yearbooks, 1832-1839, list officers and
life members. The fee for life membsership of s pastor was usually peid
by the ludles of his congregation.

126) Gopristisn Fegister, XII, June 27, 1833,

127) Christian Hegister, XI, p.202, Dec. 22, 1832. David Reed, proprietor,
publisher and editor, announced that in 1833 he would direet the ®bupi~
ness concerns of the paper, and had engaged two gentlemen for the edi-
toriel department®. On Jsn. 15, 1833, Ripley, as "acting edito:," wrote
UsAs Browmson for articles, 4.L.8. ¥oire Dame University. On Feb. 19,
1834, Brownson wrote his wife that he had dined withRipley, editor of
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meeting of the Sunday School Eaciet.y.m In the came year, he was a member
of a committee appointed by the American Unitarien Bociety to report on &
plan for a systemetic orgenization for improving the moral and religiocus
condition of the poor in Boston through the cooperation of the various
churches with the Miniatry at Wgn,mg This report resulted in the founw
daticn of the Benevolent Fraternity of Churches, the same year. In 1836,
Ripley was elected Trezsurer of the Massachusetts Convemtlion of Congrega~

130

tional Ministers. In 1837, at the Berry Street Conference, he moved

that & vote of thenks be presented to Dr, Parkman for his interesting dis~
couree, and at the public meeting whieh followed, joined im the general
remarks about the missions in the. wwt.lﬁ In the same year, he was elect-
ed & member of the Boclety for Propagating the Gospel among the Indians and

132 In 1838, he received $206 for missionary services frowm the

. 13 :
American Unitarien Assoeiaticm, 33 In 1840, bhe began the correspondence

Q‘th BB

tue Register, A.L.8. in the possession of Mrs. Thomss Odlorne. In
the Register, XIV, p.2, Aug, 16, 1834, Reed announced that he had
hired en editor, Ibid., p.l4, Aug. 30, 1834, a letter to the editor
signed G.N. indlicates that Ripley was no longer in that position.

is ,m HIL, day 31, 1834,

ent Purpoges (Borton, Tuttle

130) Christisn Hegister, XV, May 28, 1836,

131) Ibigd., June 3, '18_3‘7,‘

132) Ibid., Nov. 11, 1837,

133) 4me Volas, 814, for 1338, Tnil

ie undoubtedly the %rw to tho in 1838 mentioned in Life, p.53, and
the same trip on whieh Sophia Ripley visited Zoar, and described ia

the Dial in 1840.
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with the church proprietors, which terminated in his resignstion from his
society, in spite of thelr uawillingnees to lope their paﬁt@t.lBA
Ripley's publications during the years of his minisiry included twe
tracts on points of religions The Divinity of Jegus Garist, im 1831,135 und
The Doctrines of Irimity sud Trensubstentiation Compared, in 1833.7%° Tne
former dcpenﬂéd on textusl critleism, and & manufactured difference between
the terms deity and divinity; anything in which God had a hand cou.d be
called divine, but the term deity was used only in beference to God Himself.
fhe latter tract was written in the form of a letter to & Trinitarian friend.
It polmkd out that bellef in either doctrine came from literal interpreta~
tion of Seripture, but that the doctrine of the Trimity was much more ambig-

uously stated than the doctrine of Trang

that both doctrines

'134) M8, Recofds of the Thirtesnth Congregational Society, in the poses=
gion of the American Unitarian Asscciation.

135) George Hipley, The Divinity of Jesus Christ (Boston, American Unitarian
Assoclation, 183 5

136) George Ripley, The Doctrs Wﬂﬁv tantiation Com-
pazred (Boston, imorican Unitarinn &snmziati@n, 1833}« This tract,in
offering a choice between Catholicism and Unitarianism, or rather, of
those views of religion justified by sound msemsé working on Biblical
matters, is particularly interesting, - It shows Ripley as, =t the time,
a disciple of Channing. Moreover, it is almost prophetic of his later
years, when he drifted further and further into a religion unbounded
by dogmatism, and his wife, Bophia, at the same time becane a Romen
Catholic. The flat statements of Father Hecker, close friemd of the
Ripleys, that Ripley conaidered becoming & Catholie, but was restrained
from doing it in his lifetime by the opinion of his friends, and, dying,
-sent for Father Hecker, who arrived too late, if more than the confused
reminiscences of an old man on the part of Father Hecker, or momentary
impulse on the part of Rijyley, would show thut Ripley was conscious of
but two alternatives since 1833. In that case, having been dissatisfled
with the sxtremely latitudinarian developments of later Unitarianism,
which placed e formlesa God among the speculations, he turned to the
rigi& dnd concrete outlines of the most authoritarian Christisn reli-
8100
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had been supported by learned menj that both were once deemed essentisl
to salvation; that Voth were post-zpostolic in origin; that neither was
Juatified by sound common sense, and that his Trinitarian friend, unless
he wished to become a Catholic on the spot, had better bDecome a Unitarian.

Between 1831 and 1837, he wrote ten artiocles for the Christian Examiner,

the ninth of which, a review of Martinesu's Rationale of Religious Inquiry,
in 1836, elicited a rebuke from Andrews Norton.l37 In 1836, Ripley pub-

lished A series of eix sermons, which he had delivered at Purchase Street

in 1834, called Discourses on the Philosophy of Ral&on.us In 1837, he

pudlished a sermen on Temptations of the Pimes.}’® 1In 1838, he began the

publication of a series of translations by different writers, called Speoi-

mens of Foreign Standard Literature. The first two volumes of these, oalled

"Philosophical Miscellanies,® selected translations from Cousin, Jouffroy,
and Constant, were his own 110 In 1839, he entered into controversy with
his former professor, Andrews Norton, on the subject of intulitive philoso~

phy, and directed at that professor three pamphlets, os2lled "The Latest Form

of Infidelity® Examined, A Letter $o Mr. Andrewe Norton Qgcasioned by his
Discourse before the Associstion of the Alumni of Cambridge Theologleal
School on the 19th of July, 1839, by an Alumnus of that School; "Defense of
!The Latest Yorm of Infidelity'" Examined, A Second Letter to Mr. Andrews Noz-

ton, Occasioned Ly his Defense of "A Discourse on the Latest Form of Infidel-
ity.," by George Ripley; and "Defense of 'The Latest Form of Infidelity' "Exemined,

137 Lif" Pp‘ 96"‘971

138 George Ripley, Discourseson the Philosophy of Religlon, addressed to
Doubters Who Wish to Believe (Boston, James Munroe & Go., 1836).

139 George Ripley, Temptations of the Times (Boeton, Hllliard Grey & Co.,1837),
140 George Ripley, Life, p. 97.
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A Third Letter te ir, Angt_;*ewa Norton, By George ﬁiplcy;m In 1840, he was
one of the founders of m Dlal, the megmnsine edited by Buersan, Margaret
Fuller, and himself. He contributed two sarticles: "Orestes k. Brownson's
Writinga,® snd "Letter to a Theological 3‘&:1@;&&,* a8 well 48 peveral reviews,
In 1840, he &rrmged for the publication of the proceedings st the ordina-
tion of John fullivan Ewigﬁt; Ripley ha-d preached the sermon. TIhe pamphlet,
which contained the charge, amnd right hand of fellowship as well, was called

Clsims of the Age on the Work of the Evangelist,
Ordination of lir. John Sullivan Dwight, as Pastor of the 8ccond Congregaticnal

‘& Permon Preuched at the

Chureh in Eér‘em;atgn, Hay 20, 1840.4° 1 the same year, hs ublished for
his soclety A Letter %o ihe Comgregatl nal Church in Purchese Strecti, -
which he gave his reasons for his resignation from the office of pastor, and

pe, which contained the correspondence betwsen Ripley
144

and the proprietors of the church.

141) (Boston, Jam & Munroe & Cos; 1839, 1840 and 1841).

143) George Ripley m EE;_ X
{Boston, Drake’s amphl=ts, %%C

: ne) Church iy Parchase Street
144) George Ripley, A Farewhll Diseourse

(Bﬂﬁm, Drake's Pamphlets, 1841)




CHAPTER XIXX
PURCHASE STREEY CHURCH

Then George Ripley, a,fliﬁgling clergymen, preached at the first
Sunday's worship in fnrahaae Bireet Churah, he was greeted with appxaval

by the,ggﬂggﬁiga,ggg§ﬁﬁgg, the Unitariun weekly, e well as by the pro-
prietors of the church. The Reglster sommented on the occasioniy

Mr. George B. Ripley, late of the ?hanlagia&l Sehool im
Cambridge, has been angago& to preach the four Sabbaths fol-
lowing the dedloation. Om lest Sunday mnrning he preached &
sermon appropriate to the commencement of public wership by
a new society, and in s new ahurch‘ His text was Pesealms xwvigt,

&g;ﬁ;; have lavpd A shitatio A _and e pLleee

thy th. The church was aall fillaﬁ, anﬁ the
acrvicss geve much sutistaction. The seate will be free until
the cholce of a minigter, and & sale of the pews. If we do not
mistake the indications already manifested, a respectable so~
ciety will be gathered in this. edifice, another flourishing
chureh of liberal sentiments will adern and bless tunis city,
and the persons who, from public motives, aided in erecting
this temple will see the fruit oflzgeir enterprise in the com-
rlete success of the undertaking,

Octavius Brooks Frothingham, Rioley's blographer, stateg that this society

was "expressly gathered" for the yeﬁng-minister.146 As the corner stone

145) Christisn Register, V, 138, Sept. 2, 1826,
146) Life, p.36
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of the duilding wes laid in 1325.137 Ripley's second year in the Divinity
School, the funds must have Yeen roised even earlier. Henage, the impression
that the congregetion was called Sogether with Ripley in mind, 1s utterly
untenable. On the other hand, when it came time to choose a2 pastor, Ripley
was apperently the only minister to presch the Sunday service before Sep-
tember 28, by which date, he had received the cell from this soclety.

On September 29, a committes coneisting of John Colton, Oharles Neihots,
end John Ballard sent out the notices of Ripley's ordination on November 8.3'2‘a
Before that date, the sale of pevs had brought in $27h for thirsy-aine pews,
andi after the sale, eleven more were talkken., The whole numdsr of pews wes
one hundred and fifty-two, of which forty were in the gallery. After the
ordination, the remainder of the pews were offered at auction;1h9

The proceedings on November § began with the meeting of the Couneil in
the vestry of the chureh at 9 a.m., and the services immediztely followed,
The sermon, which was the principal attraction of such ceremonies, vas
presched by none other than Reverend John Thornton Kirkland, President of
Bervard. Rev. Dr, Lowell, of Cembridge, offered thes ordeining preyer, and
Professor Ware, the charge. Alexander Young and Esra Gannett, less well
known at the time, gave the reading from Scripture and the right hand of
fellowship. Samuel Ripley ocame from Waltham to offer the concluding prayer.
The assemblage was distingulehed. Dr. Kirklend, who lent an air of dig-

tinction to any occasion,

1“7 Iviad., P- 36.

148 John Colton, Charles Keihotsz, John Ballard, MS. notice of Ripley's ordina-
tion, to Dr. Tuckerman's Church, Oot. 29, 1826. In the Boston Publie
Livrary. This lidrary will hereafter be referred to as B.P.L.

149 Christisn Register, V, Oct, 28, 1826,
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+ssProceeded to desoribe with his usual discriminstion, richness

of thought, and felicitous expression, the charaecter of & Chris-
tilen minister, the subjects of his instructions, the temper and
spirit with which they should be urged, the limitations which

&he doetrine, that he is not to please men, requires, how far he

is expected to have reference to thelr views and chsracter, and

to show respect and tenderness to the weaknesses snd prejudices

of those to whom he ministers, and concluded Igah the ususl ad-
dress to the pastor elsct and to the society.

Two years previously, Professor VWare, in laying the corner stome of
the building, had deseribed the future church zs "not magnifieunh.*l5l Per-
haps, a8 he delivered the Charge to his star pupil, he wss reminded of those
words. George's temple was a particularly umprepossessing structure, meade

of stone, with a smsll belfry on top. It was as homely inside g without.152
It had been bullt in & respectable, but declinming part of town, too near the
water and ﬁhe old t&a whsrtos.lSB The gaster and the gropwia&ors had further
eause for :brry, in that thera were three othat ﬁnitarian churcheg not fﬁr
off, The society, thaugh never greatly burdened by debt, never really flourw

ished, It remained as it had begun, small unostentatious, and respactablo.lgd

15C christisn Bgister, V, 178, Nov. 11, 1826,
151 ldfe, p» 35.
15z Life, p. 35.
152 Life, p« 36a
154, Life, p. 36,



CHAPTER XIV
AN INOFFENGIVE PASTOR

48 a Unitarian minister, éﬁiyiaattled over a congregation, George
sutomaticelly belonged to the Americen Unitarian Association, and lasse~
chusetis Comveniion of Congregational (Unitarism) Ministers, and the Berry
8?:.-% Conference, The membership of the last two was exclusively minip-
_taiial. Bhsidds‘theso‘bodies, it was edifying and appropriate for a ycung‘
minister toc belong to the Evinaclieal Migsicnary Soelety, and the Sunday
8chool 8acietyu There were also the questionable associaticns. CGCertaia
people looked askance at the Massachusetts Peace Soclely. The Association
for the Buppresaion of Intemperance was not altogether popular, as some of
the Brahmins were large brewers and distillers. Bat Ripley,was well aware
of the hawoe that drink was playing in the lower clesses, particularly in
the faetory towns, where 1t was the only means opan to the workers to forget
for a moment that they were so dreadfully tired. He belogged in spite af
the uspopularity of the enterprise, and advocated the taking of the pledge,
although he tried to make things diplomatically right by suggesting temper~

ance &ﬂ‘a means of insuring tp shop-owners that their assistants would not.

steal money to buy drink.
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In all these institutions, Ripley, whc seldom sugiested a measure
more radical than a vote of thanks to a speaker for his inspiring discourse,
attained a mild prominence, He was secretary of the Evangelical Missionary
SBociety, and wrote very graclious letters tranamitting rwciutiona of thanke
to the families of persons who had left money to th. cause, A sample of hia
hendicxaft along that line is & letter of acknowledgment to Ir., Ehattuck:

Boston, 29 Sept., 1831
br. George C. Shattuck
8ire-
) A% a meeting of the Trustees of the Massachusetts

Evangelical Missionary Society held this day, the Teasurer

having reported the peyment by you as Executer of the will

of the late Mrs. Ellsabeth Derby, of the sum of $500, be~

gueathed to the Soeiety, it was

Fbtsd *That the secretary be raqueaﬁod respect~

fully to communieate to the Executor, their sense of the

kindness end attention in the prompt pasyment of the legecy,

and thelr grateful sense of the liberality of Hrs. Derby,

in this very timely addition to the funds of the sosciety.

I take great ploemsure, 8Sir ,‘ in annocuncing the

above vote, & beg you to accept the assurance of }.gg great

respect with whiteh I am your obedient serventeses :

The most controversial remarks ihich, are regorded of Ripley in the
discussions which teook place at the meetings of the various societiesn, was
8 harm@é in fevor of the taking of the pledge, at a Mecsach@setts Assoeis~
tion for the wppﬁssim of Inmper&ﬁ@- meeting on June 27, 1833, The ac-
count in the Hegigter shows Ripley's unhappy use of metaphor on the occasiom,

and the argmmts‘whiah he used to convince his conservative colleaguesy

155) George Ripley to Dr. George S. Shattuck, A.L.S. in 4.H.S.
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Rev, ¥r. Ripley was decidedly for the plsdge, and examined
its principle %with reference t0o iis ascertained effects on com-
munities and individuales." He related several anecdotes in pointy
‘and among others, the cese of an intemperaie man in Worcestey
County, who had signed the pledge and broken Lty but the effect
of that violation itself had been such as the person himself cone
fessedy that it had completely destroyed the temptation ever
after. His venerable friend (Judge Duvis) had doubted whethey
pledging was one of the good old~faghioned customs, and whether
it was necessary among a seasible people, He nad himuelf no
doubt almost the flrst act of the Pilgrims was & pledge for
mitual proteetion; and i1t had been so-at all periodse in New
Englend=--Ap 40 its being repugnant to moral liberty or dignity,
it was enough for him that it wes & deliberstive actj that it
was universually useful tc his fellow-men; and that he had the
Apostle Paul's p&aeegt that, 4f meat offend his brother, then
he woulc not eet it," to the end of the world, He hoped the
Society would unite in the pledge, and, im the good old Hessa-
chusetts way, give “the long pull, the stromg pull, and the
pull t&togothar.

Not beinyg present till sfter Mr. Ripley had finished his
remarks, we huve copied them from the report in the Mereantile
Journal, From one who was present, we understood that Mr. Rip-
ley remarked further, that the sigmning of a pledge might be use~
ful in measures to be hereafter wdopted., And should & nusber
of gentlemen in our city be of the opiaion thut our Theater
ought to be reformed, or abolished, u very strong influence
might be raised, on avowed principles which might be signed
pleadging & perseverance to uccomplish the object. 4 design
of this character would in our opinion, be wortuy of the
friends of good order in our eity, and tend greatly to the
presservation of our youth from the haunis of vice znd impurity
and intemperance, Our merchants and shopkeepers, some of whose
clerks and attendants are teapted to pilfer the cash of their
smployers for the amusements alluded to, might be saved from
great losses us ' ell as our youth ‘rom ruin.

As the measure passed, 18 to 9, Ripley was not the sole defender of this
cause.,

Az & speaker at ordinstions, installations, dedications, snd other
@celeaiaatical’faativities, Ripley did not appear azs often s, lor exsample,

Fev, Mr. Pariman, and Hev. Mr. Greenwopod, io say nothing of Br.Lhavning.

156 Christisn Register, XII, p.106, July 6, 1833. Tsken from the Chris-
tian Watchman, The sditorisl omr near the cloge indicates thut the
Tinal Sentiments are those of the Ketchman, snd not Kipley's.
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For ons reason, he had a distaste for preaching on such occasionsj he
prefe. red to compose his seymons for hils own soclety. He stated this
diste:te in a letler Yo Brownson, in connection with the installation
of the latter, «t Canton, ¥ay 14, 1834.
Friday Horning
¥y dear ‘ﬁirt
A I eman@t but regret that you wish me to preach your

insfallation sermon as my taste and habits lead me to de~-

¢line such publie services as much as possible. I pruch,

write and think almost exclusively fer ny own peoplej but

&g these personal eonsiderations ought not to weigh with

me, for a momeut, if I cen oblige anotherydi will do my

best to perform the service you reguest...

The scrmon which Ripley preached for Brownson's installation, Jesus Christ,

the S:me Yesterda , Today, and Forever, he repeated in Philadeliphis, Ando-
ver, nd Plymouth the same yearj at Hingham in 1837, at home, at Nashua,

58
end at Selem in 1839, so it wus of good service after all.ls

Riplay's sermons seem to have been generally considered dull, Froth-
inghan says of them, ®"He was lacking in the gift of thrilling speech, His
convictions did not fall burning from his lipa..‘; While among hig friends,
he wes a brilliant talker; on more formal oceasiong, he was “uﬁimmmsim@d,
almo:t cold.#139 nig discourses, some of which were quite radical, were
delivared In so ¢alm a manner that anything revolutionary in the content was
unneticed, Beneath his sermons lay s bedrock of abstract thought, but he only

presented his soclety with the conclusions, :nd the morals drawn from these

157) seorge Ripley to Orestes A. Brownson, n.d.4.L.S. in Notre Dame Univereity.

15¢) indorsement on M5 . Sermon Jesus Christ the Seme Yestercay, Today and
Forever, in M.ld.b., Frothingham colleetion.

159) Life, ps 52,
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conel.isions. When, in the discourses later published as Discourses om mg
Philosophy of Religion, he said that Christianity accorded with the funda-
menta. moral convictions of the human race,the parishioners missed the intui-
tiviza and primitivism lurking in the remark, and thought it wae merely &
g&ed way of sayling that Christianity wes very, very fine. Vhen he informed
them that Jesus Christ had made it a solemmn duty to use common sence in the
mattcrs of religion, they must huve thought that he was pointing out what they
liked to hear about-~the irrationaiity of the Trimitarisns. But this sermon
carri d the principle of private judgment by the light of common semse so far,
thet RApley found himpelf attasking the undue influence of the priestly of-
fice, His text, "And why even of yourselves judge y® not what 1s right?" was
capable of interpretation of which his flock missed some of the numnces. Rip-
ley rover presented his innocents with the genesis of his thought, only with
his c¢inclusions, end presented these in such & calm way that he seemed to
ignore completely, any differing opinionss

On one occasion, at least; his sermons a;rmzsed enthusiasm. In 1838, on
& weitern trip, he seems to have done his bast preaching. Perhaps he felt
telicl among the less formal westerners, :fter the closs theological atmos
shere in Boshons The congregations were very plessed with him, particularly
when ae preached without notess A4 strange manifestation of }:&n-s;—%h the
word ae proffered by Ripley, came toc him from » gentlemen who was the agent
of a water trensportation compauny, and :ent the Ripleye free pesses on the
compiajtes canal bm&a.lé’o #t any rate, if George had been really deadly,

he wcald not have received the invitations of which he spcke in his Farewell

e aaae P LT

16( &1 fﬁ, th-


mailto:pre@aa.ted

&7.

Discourse, from the larger socleties, to quit Purchase Street and come
to t.em.

One of Ripley's most smbitious semi-official ventures, in his capa-
city a8 a Unitarian minister, was ashort editorship of the(pristian Legis-
lor. This weekly newspaper kept its readers posted on the ordained, the
instelled, the married, and the dead. It summarised cutsianding sermons,
with .iberal praise and copious quotations., Channing was its particulsy
he¥o; it would have quoted him on the weather, It reflected the lugubrious
sentl entality of the time, and frequently gratified the tastes of the read-
or by a fromt pege story of a wvirtuous, dylng infant, There was & column of
secular news, and ample space for bards, good, bad, indifferent, child pre-
digy. In splte of drawbacks, tue ister wae a very able and influentisl
little paper. The book reviews were painsteking, the reform articlea highly
libersl, and the‘namounta of the proceedings of religious and reform socle~
ties, 1ﬁrqfﬁ1 and aecarats. -1t sought tolar;ticn amcng all Ghristinn s:cts,
incree sed oivil righta -for women, suppression of intemperance, greaﬁmr jua»
tice f. r the working classes. It oppesed alatery, but wae &8 little vague
just w at to do about it, On Decembwr 22;-1332, Reed announced that for
the corilng year, he had engaged, at large expense to himsdlf, "two gentlemen,
of distinguished talents, Iiﬁe literary taste, &nd extensive sdquirements
both ir theology and genersl Lit»ratuxe."lél One of these anonymous gentle-
men wa: Ripley, The first number of 1833 contained thelr address to the

public, They assured thelr readers that their first concern wae the promo-

tion of practical religion, particulsrly Unitariamn Christianity} thst they

P, b
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did rot court comtroversy, which was a Ripleian woodnote tame; that they
hope¢ the friends of the Register would send in original communications.
Georg: went contribution hunting, and wrote to Orestes A. Brownson, the
Walpole pastor, whose "pithy, luecid, and direet® style he admired, By re-
turn wil he received an article chanting the preizes of Channing's sermons.
On & visit to Boston, in January, 1834, Brownson had dinner with Ripler at
hig hcme, They liked each other, snd time passed pleasantly between the
1hﬁicux, dogmatic guest, and the cautious, courteous hosts Browmgon wrote
furth r for the Reglster, and attrected some favorable attention, include
ing t st of Bmerson, By August 16, of the following year, Ripley was ap-
parently no long officiaelly connected with the paper. Reed annocunced to
the piblic that he had secured “en sble and well qualified Editor," who was,
apparently, full-time. Ripley was still on intimete terms with the paper,
for w.en Brownson got hiamself into hot water, with an address which wes intere
pretec as an argument for the overthrow of scciety, he appealed to Ripley to
strai hten the matler out, and Qx@lain that he wizhed

.e+ylo Treform in the external circumstancee, in social or economical

{olutionu, any further tihen shall be considered necessary an&lg§~

:'soted by an incresse of knowledge and virtue in all classes.
Riple; , who had thought highly enocugh of Brownson to urge him to come to
Boeto and start an independent society, did him the favor he requested.

In general, the articles in the Regleter were not signed., Sometimes

they vare initisled, as were Brommson's. Ripley, on tue other hand, prew
ferre: his protective coloring, asld never left a mark of identificztion. 4s

edito: , he was responsible for the cholce of contributions, and for slanting

the pt per towards a serious advocacy of reforms.

162 (arjgtisn Register, X, p.l0, Aug. 25, 1834.



GHAPTER XV
READING AND WRITING AND CONPROVERSY.

If the lonénuuftﬁrius‘ltbrarian ;t ﬁhﬁ Boston Athenasum was
afflicted by wfiter':'&rnhp. RSplpi’inb ;rtitly'§§ bxann. During
his Boston years, he borrowed over uight hundred volumes. snma of
.f thot¢ einp rram le1l$ds hy far the lurgcr pnrk ﬂf ﬁheno trou th@
;Axhcnnguﬁ. Fith cxocptian nf about twnnty‘novuil. tho works. uﬁaié
herdly be aalled light literature. Histery, partioularly religious
history, figursd largely in the collection, and works of French and
Gorman authors larger still. There were as many serious books in
the Bnglish language as in the other two combined, & good supply of
ttchniou& books on various sudbjects, smatterings of travel, and doses
of the slassics. The blographies were principally of those suthors
whom Ripley was reading. The 1list records one venture inte Italiam,
by way of Xesochiswvelli, with the aid of a diotionary. As Ripley had

2 highly literate wife, some question arises as to who read just what.
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The choice of Herder On Men is unmistakebly Ripley's, but no one
cen say definitely thet it wae Sophis who sat by the fire toessting her

toes and gleefully curdling her blood over The Mysteries of Udolphe.

Georgo's tremendous interest in philosophy and religion was such that one
way assune that all the Prench, German, and English books on those sub-
Jeote were taken out for hle beneflt, slthough Sophia, who knew French
very well, may have read them also., By 1831, George had pored over Her-
der, Jacobi, Goethe, Schiller, De Wette, Buhle, His interest ia the
French authors who followed the intuitive school of philosophy was not
less keen,

Some of the titles teken from his readings during the years of hie

ministry, show the tremendously serious nature of his interests. In 1826,

he charged out of Harverd Librery the Oddyssey; Xenophon's Historls Grseca,
Qeconomious, and Politice; Hormoce's Sententiae., In 1829, the Athenseunm

charged out Sidney's Worke; Goethe's Works; The Sketoh Book; Butler's Roman

Catholiec Church; Richerdson's Works; Landor's lImaginary Conversstions;

Buffon's Haturel History; Herder On Man. In 1830, he is ocharged at the Athe-

nasunm with Vivien Gray; Smollet's Works; Degerande; Schiller; Diderot; Ls Fon-
taine’s Pables; & life of Locke; Schlegel's Lecturee; novels by De Foe. In

1831, he charged at the Athenseum Jacobi's Works; Goethe's Wilhelm Melister;

three of Jane Austen's novels; the writings of Jefferson; PFPranklin's Works;

Jesn Peul'e Levans; Oeuvres de Condillse; works by Voltalire; by Crebillon; by

Mme. de Stael; Monboddo on Metaphysicks; works by Lessing: by 3Southey; by

Spurzheim, In the ssme yesr, he dorrowed from Harvard works by De Wette; God-

win's Political Junstice; s German work of Buhle's on Haturel Philosophy. In

1833, he borrowed from Harverd Kant's Critigue of Pure Resson in o




(erman edition, and two other works by that author; three works by
Herder; Bckermann's Erklarung. In the same year, from the Athenseum,
he borrowed works of Klopstockj of Byron; of Housseau; Cousin's

;ﬂaﬁgggtiog Publigue. In 1834, he borrowed from the Athenasum, works

by Cuvier; Parkinsom; Constant de_la Religion; works of Burke. ' In 1836,
he borrowed at the Harvard Library works of Spinoza; of Schleiermscher;
of Bchellingj of Priestley. Im 1837, he charged at the Athenseur locke
Godwin's 8t. Lepn; three mors novels of

Jane Austen; three works on mathematics; Washington's writings; Haslitt's

Hapolson; Sewell's |
Harvard Library DBuble's History of Philosophy, in & German edition) a
‘history of Lutheriam; Luther's Sghriften; Schelling's Philosophical ¥orks,

In 1839, he charged out of

in a Cerman edition. In the pame year, he charged at the Athenaeun a
French historys Bowends History of the Popess Bismondi's Republices Wayland's

Discourses; Fawoett's Sermons; Palfrey's Sermons; Froissart's Chronicles,
In 1840, he borrowed st the Athenaeum. Raleigh's History of the World;

ality; Brantome’s works. The noat interesting

of his borrowinga, perhaps, came in 184C mnd 1841, Between Cctober.l%,
1840,-¢ﬁﬁ‘3pril 9, 1841, ﬁa borrowed thirty volumes on egriculture, in
;nticiy&iicn of his labors as a farmer in West Roxbury.
" Behind the intensive resding was undoubtedly & more definite

purpose than the mere exercise of learned leisure. Whén e was ordained
to the mialstry, he had mot settled all his doubts and qusries on the
subject of religion., There wire fwo thinsS‘he'noulﬁ dos sither poatpoma
his career, and concentrate on the aolving of his mental irreaoluticns,
or take up hisg practical dutles as well as he could, and let his worries

solve themselves in his spare time. He did not seex to sven think
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seriously of the first course. In his commonplace book for September 1,
1827, he described his course of sctioent

To decline active sxertion for the religious improvement
of men, through any doubts, with regard to the primazy truths
of religlon, would be as unwise, a8 for an instructor of youth,
to neglect the duties of his oftfice, on account of abstract
speculations concerning the mind, or for an engineer,to de-
cline the care of his machinery bucause he might be a eonrcrtl
to Berkeley's sceptical theory of the nonexistence of natter,

The cholee was & victory for George the Reformer over George tie Wanderer
in the Abstract. Perhaps cholce is too strong a word, The practical Rip~
ley may never have considered the other alternative for a longer space of
time than was necessary to refuie it, That he was happy in his round of

pastoral cuty, his esarly letters show.
Boston, Janusry 9, 1827.

seaify hands &are full of lebor, and my heart with cares for my
own people who, although a little bend, demand & grest deal
of my &ime and all of my attention. There ie & great atten~
tion to religion at this moment thromghout the city, and I feel
it a bounden duty to do what I can to promote it, and to direct
the excitement into & proper channel. I administered the com~
munién for the first time Yegterday, and admitted nine to my
chureh, for some of whem I feel a peculisr interest, as they
have been ied to the step wader the influence of my preaching.
I am gratified at the serious impressions I find produced, be-
cause they cssure me of the adaptation of rational religion to
the needs and sorrows of all conditiona of mens It has beem
reproached ag a faith merely for men of intellect and taste,

It is s0, but it also speaigkloualy to the poor and uneducsated,
.8 1 have had ample proof,

Boston, February 14, 1827

Hy dear Mother,~—I have little to s=ay about myself but that I
an quietly peering about the sirects and lanes of the city,
dropping the good seeds of Christien truth wherever I find a
prepured mind, and once a week enforcing what I say in private

163 Commonplace Book, ps60.
164 Life, pp.39-40. George Lipley ta..Jan. 9, 1327.
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by & more elaborate argument in public. My socisty &s grow-
ing tranquilly by my side. It is now quite an infant, but
I bope it will live and advance to the stature of a perfect

man »

Although Ripley wes for some years very contented in the pastoral
relation, and his conversion to Unitarisnism in thé Divinity School had
been nothing if not thoraugh, he had his bad momsnts, H&v.’mg‘ both -train-
ing and tendency for abstract npeculaﬁian, it was no wonder that &t times
a group of dounts would come floating into his mind, llke a school of bar~
raguda, and nibble at the oéésa of his falthe He | 'ﬁmgsht of old Samued
Johnson, the prayerful, ponderous, eighteenth cen£u;§ dictator of the
coffee shops, =nd wrote in hiakco;manplaee books

Perhens Dr. Johnson never compoged anything so truly exe
cellent S his prayer against lnquisiiive & perplexing thoughtss
It is sc wise & snergetic, eo philosophical & so pious, that it
will afford consoletion to many sincere Christiasns, when in a
state of mind to which it is bellieved, the best are sometimes

liabla.

*0 Lord, my Maker & Protector, who has graciously sent me
into this world to work cut my salvation, ensbie me to drive
from me all such unquiet & perplexing thoughts as may mislead
or hinder me in the practice of those dutles which thou hast
required, When I bshold the work of thine hands, give me grace
slways to remember that thy thoughts are not my thoughis, thy
ways, not my ways. And while it shall please thee to continus
me in this world, where much 1is to be done & little to be inown,
teach me by the Holy Spirit to withdraw my mind from umprofitable
& dangerous inquiries: from diffisuliies vainly curi uss & from
doubts impossible to be solved. Let me rejoice in the light
which thou hast imparted: let me serve thee with clezr zeal; &
humble confidence: & awalt with patient expectatiom for the time
in which thelggui, which thou receivest, shall be satisfied with
knowledge. . '

Ripley, who never left the%langerous inquiries® wholly alone, found himself

in a vicious circle, The mo:e he read to find solutions to his doubts, the

168 Life, p+40. George Ripley to Sarsh Franklin Ripley, Feb. 14, 1827.
166, Commonplace Book, p.60.
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rare.y slgned, sometimes not even imitialed, Ripley, in purtiaular;Ahad a
passlion for mnnmynity, The articles were ﬂﬂgﬁﬁrandolan Self Bduecation.® in
Septenber, 1830; *Religion in France,® July, 18313 v"Pestalozzi," January, 1832;
“Professor Follen's Insugural,® in the same number; "Bir James Maciintosh's
Ethical Philosophy®, February, 1833; “Professor Mersh's Trenslation of Herder,"
May, 1835; ®"Herder'!'s Theological Opinions and Services," November, 1835}
*Schlelermacher 28 a Thecloglan," March, 18365 "Martineau's Raﬁienaip of

Reli¢ ious Inguiry," Novemberj 1836; "Theological Aphorisms,” translated from
Ullme1, Jenuary, 1837. From these articles, one formsé a pilcture of Ripley's
belie s, He had felth in the existence of God, and trusted in the existemce
of a iensible, external, world around him. Knowledge came through the senses,
but nat all knowledge, There remained the knowledge that was in the soul,
where the power of resson had gympathy with truth in the divine mind. FKeason
wves not itself the divine mind; it waes not an Inner Light} it was the crown-
ing h.man faculty. It.aas natural in the mind, but not invineible; it re-
quire: culture. The pressure of outside circumstances accelerated, hindered,
or de.ermined the dirsction of this culture as the case might be. Heason aid
not 1.e, In some souls, it burned with the besutiful white flame of gun-
powder; in others, it seemed extinguished,’®® but whether dimly or brilliantly,
it showed the truths which ere unchanging. Christisntty wes recognised hyr
reason a8 the highest expression of =oral and religious truth. Compared to

this “estimony, historicity and the testimony of miracles were unimportant.

f—

168 "hese views on the difference of the power of reason in individuals are

¢ 180 advanced in the sermon, Common Sense in Matters of Religion. There,
P ipley speaks of aindas as improving with training.



The papers on D&Ger&n&olﬁg and Pestalozsi show George &g interested in

educe tion as selfw-education. Pestaloszi, in particular, advocated progres~

sive a&thads.lvo In the paper on "Religlon in France,® Ripley -describes the

fdeal religlon as unafraid of selence, non-authoritarian, appealing to heed
and bsart, including love of God and Gf'ﬂlﬁkiﬁdnl?l

In his review of Sir Jamwes MackintoshfsuGeneral View of the Progress

Ethicd Philomophy,>’? Ripley, in reverting to Professor Frisbie, censures
Macki tosh for not distinguishing sufficiently well between the ideas of right
and o utility. The idea of right, he holds, is eimple and intuitive. The
semon.. of the two articles on Herder}’~ atiributes to Herder the Lelisf that
the v.ry essence of Protestantism is gonviction, individusl examination, and
indep ndence. For the old Protestant ideal of private judgnent, Ripley was
alway = fighting, Some of Herdert's biblical vicws are reflected in Ripley's
om w itingst¢ the poetry of the Bible should not be translated into sclentific
prose, the story of the Creation in Genesis, for example, is the fragment of
an Oriental songj prophecies were the utterances of national hopes and wighes,
not literal predictions of the future; miracles were not proof of the divinity
of Ch:ist’s misslon; revelation 4s to every age, but the Biblical times wers

the r:chest, The article on Stchleliern nwl7£ reveals & curicus determinisa.

169 chrjstisn Examiner, IX, pp.70-107, Sept. 1830
270 Ibid., IX, pp«347-373, Jan, 1832.

171 1bid., X, pp.273-293, July, 1831.

172 1bid., XIII, pp.311-332, Jan. 1833,

173 JIbid., XIX, pp.l72-204, Nov, 1834,

174, 1hids, XX, pp.l~46, Hdar. 1836,
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ple - did not deny the nxiﬁtanas of an external world, nor the pressure of
that orld on our consciousness. Time, to & large extent, determined what
the g eat men should be. Given the btimesn, it was glmost prediectable that
there should be & Schleiermacher, |

The most important of the Examiner articles is the one on James Martim-

eau's Rationsle of Religious Inquiry. 7® e English Unitarien sought to put
theolcgy on the game plane as other sciences. To do so, it was necessary %o
dr&y ¢ line between theology and mythology. The materials for hisg study of
theclogy were the books of the New Testament, the traditions of the Cetholic
Churec! , the creeds of Protestantism, and the declisions of reason in the prove
ince of natural religlon snd in the history of civilization. The only proof
of the plemary inspiration of the ¥New Testament, Martineaun declared, would be
e sup.rnatural sudible voliee, Thers was no such proof. Evidence was lacking
to coiceds to elther Catholicism or Protestantism, infallibility. The only
eriterion for judging true religion was reason. Carsful scholarship should
declde what wes Biblical, Reason should reject what was sbsurd. DBetween
revekl2d religion, or the ideas of Cod derived from the miraculous eventis
deseribed in the Bible, and natural religion, or all otherwise derived ideas
of Go¢, there was no opposition. The results of Christienity in civilization
could only be decided by standards of permenence and universality. By such
tests, 1t seemed that the result of Christianity in civilization was such
univer zal sentiments as the natural equality of men, not in an eccnomic,
political or metaphysical sense, but in the religioue senss that all are

eixildian of one Father, and a pointed to ene life etermal., Ripley guarrelled

l’?ﬁ M:& 'y XXX s PD» 2252584, ) Nov, 18 36‘
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with Wartineau's view that the Sacred writers were not supernaturally
inspired. He defined natural inspiration as "The power of the scul by
whict it galns the intuitive'yareaytian of spiritual truth," an inspira~-
tion common t¢ &1l men., Wuen perception of spirituel truth transcended
the c.dinary, supernatural inspirstion oceurred.
This we balieve can be asserted of our Saviovur, without

any limitation. His soul wag a sea of light, All that was

human in the Son of the Virgin, ail that belonged to his

personality as a Jewish teacher, all thet marks the second~

ary, derived, und fallible, in the nature of man, as dis-

tinguished from the primitive, the original, the infallible,

the divine, was swallowed up, end, as it were, annihilated,

in the fulness of the Spirit which dwelt in him, in those

kingly idess of Truth and Good, which sustaln the suthority

of the Eternal Throntqéand authenticated the man of Nazareth

as the Son of Godess?
Such :aspirstion is to be judged by its agreement with the primitive and
unive: sal dictates of the sbaolute resson in wmen, Thus it could be dig~
tingul shed from superstition and enthusiasm, The matural inapiratiéu*ihich
is posgsessed by all must sit in judgment on the supernatural inspiration
whieh .s impsrted to an slect few, The Apostlus were supernaturelly im~
spired, but not infaliible, Their inepfration, being sddressed to the seul,
wae & :igher witness than their miraclss, addressed to the senses.

‘he repercussiocns of that srtlcle were not long in coming. JAndrews

Norton, over in Cambridge, blinked, rubbed his eyes, and seized his pen. He

wrote .. hot letter to the Christian ggg&atmr;177,thn editor of which was a
friend of Ripley's, zné forthwith got it back. He readdressed it to the
Boston Daily Advertiser, where it informed the world that he, Andrews Horten,

P (AP IRENA SR R e BRI o PR

had been surprised and palned by an erticle in the Examiner, HNow he and

176} &ifg, p.é@.
177) Tt entire controveray npyaared in the Christisn Register, XV, p.182,

Nova 12, 183601
36825
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to illustrate the superiority of belief from intuitive corroboration to
that from evidence of miracles. From the dead silence in the direction
of Cambridge, one judges that Norton did mot think highly enough of Rip-
ley's invitation to answer. Ripley followed up his last word with the

publication of Diegourses on the Ehilgsaphy of Beligion, im the proface
of whieh he took & slap at Norton,; without mentioning him by name, Al~

though Ripley's congregation had not recognized the herstical basls of
these sermons, there was no chance that Norton would miss it. But stild
no reply came from Cambridge.

What changed Ripley over night from a quiet, unobtrusive soul to &
warrior? The battle had not been of his choosing. He had not expected i%.
To Horton, warfare wae a native element; to Ripley an innovation. Vhen
the gkirmiszh was over, he was a little shaken out of his quiet routine,

a little jidtery, perhaps a little scared, The nervous excitement cauzed

by his first conflict set up & new unrest not easily allayed.



In the late 1830's, Andrews Norson, the Wares, and the scholarly older
group of Unitarians found thet & newer and younger clique were occupying places
in the sun. Hsd these young men been contemd to follow in the footsteps and
receive the toreh from the hands of the veterans, they would have been gladly
welcomed. Their senlorst' heads, full of good dreams of supernatural religion
which common sense had reduced to the Scriptural essentials, would have rest~
od more easily on their P$116W3u But the new arrivals threatened to overtumm
supernatural religlon completely, leaving nothing but an intangidble collee-
tion of moral noticns, with which the Savieur had happesed to be in aocord,
If the sneient authoritarian churches were prisoners of supsrstition, the new
group threatened to drift aimlessly on the broad winds of enthusiesm, Thi
iren theologilan of Cambridge pulled the covers up over his head to shut out
visions which threatened his well earned glumber., W®hy couldn't all young

ministers behave like Mr, Ganneti,who assisted his friemd DIr. Channing, snd
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though he lacked Channing's greatness, lacked alseo hls scecentricities? Or
like young ir. Waterson, who allowed no heresy on his precincts? Nortoa
was ajncersly worried sbout the rising tide which threatened to engulf the
religion which he, personally, had helped establish by logic and seripturasl
study on a basis of the soundest probabllity, if not of certainty. Furthar,
many of the newcomers were pupils of his, and how it rankled to have all the
world polint et the heretics and say, "Your student, I bellieve, Mr., Norton?®
If the faces of the new group pssmsed across the ceiling in olmoxious
review, there was & sleepless half hour for Andrews Norton., Any such parade
would include Hipley, Norton had expeated bettcer things of this star pupil.

But the Diseourses on the Philosophy of Heligion boiled right down to the
notorious principle of enthusissm, that Christianity is right because one

is sure it iz, Then there was young Brerson, son of & good man and relative
of others. He had left the Second Church because he did not like to adminis-—
ter the Bacrament of the Lord's Supper. Emersocn was really Henry Ware, Jr.'s
worry, having been at one point his colleague, But in 1836, he had arraaged
for the publication in this country of the odiocus book, Sertor Hesartus, which
made him & general nuisance, Then there was that pecullar man from Connecti~
cut, Bronsom Alcott, Under the protection of Channinge-poor Channing--iAlcott
had started a school run on the dangerous principle that knowledge is from
within, He had gone Bo far as to carry on converssiions with children on the
Gospels, expecting the toddlers to find answers to his questions on morality
in their own infant minds, He, Norton, had fittingly described Alcott's book
on these converaations, as ons third absurd, ome third blasphemous, one third

ewaaawo.wqmwwé on earth was thet respectabls scholar, Mr, Comvers Francis, do-

178 O©dell Shepard, Pedlar's Progress (Boston, Iittle Brown & Co., 1938) p.194.
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ing in thet group? Mr., Nathaniel Frothingham had been o ome of their ses-
gilons, and had never gone again, sensible men. Noriton meant what he said,
when he cast aspersions on the whole "Teufelsdrdckh School®, Sometning might
have to be done sbout these peophe, some of these days.

But whatever the established Unitarians may have thought of the younger
group, the latter did not care, The skies were 1ifting, On all sides were
vistas of endless pogeibility. As the Protestant Reformers h:d rejected the
congtraints of Catholicism, and the Unitarisns those of Calvin, 8o these young-
er men were putting aside the prejudices and strictures of their elders, Thelr
starting point wss with Channing, their terminal somewhere out of sight; so on,
into the future.

Most of the younger group were known to eaech other. They sttended the
same gatherings, such as the club of Jonathan Phillips, in the Tremont House, 17"
Kipley, E.P. Peabody, and Brownson, and William H, Channing would meet from
phde Positive, zg it came

out, 180 yost of them were Unitarian ministers, veterans of the same church

time to time to discuss volumes of Comte's P

celebrations, They had heard: ssch other preach, and had read each otherg'
articles in the same journals. But in 1826, the formation of the Transcemn~
dental Cilub made them & oomscious group, instead of a number of brilliant,
migcellaneous individuals.

On September afternoon, Ripley, Emerscn, George Putnam and Frederic
Henry Hedge strolled up to the Willard House from the bicentennial celebration
of the founding of Harvard, their mutual Alma Mater,l8l The talk of the

179 Life, pp»55-6.

180 Octavius Brooks Frothingham, 5%% ir: of Williem H., Chimning
Houghton, Mifflin, 1886), pp.3

181 George Willls Cooke, An Historical ;g&gg&ucﬁ;en{ﬁg
$be Dis) (Cleveland, The Hn#f&n% ﬁlub, 1902 I, P47+ Hereafter this work will

e referred to as gook R
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Woke up, they agreed to meet at Brownson's, and discuss "Eduocation of
Humenity,® DBronson Alcott went to his room to write in his journel that
Emerson had said fine things—as usual,l®5

Other meetings were at Concordj at Bartol’s in Boston) at the house
of Caleb Stetson, in Medford; at Franeis's in Watertown, Yousg Theodore
Parker Jjoined the grou., and came from his perish in West Rexbury to vﬁwﬁa
his burning sdeial conscience to the discussions. Margaret Puller and
Elizabeth Peabody, both good conversatiomalisis, the former brilliant, were
invited. BSophia was sometines present, and sometimes Elizabeth Hoar, or
the Sturgis sisters, friends of Emerson, Christopher Pearce n&sﬁaw.ammﬁwpcn
the group's guotae of irreverence by drawlng cartoons for Emerson's essays
and Bature from such texts, sugyested by Clarke, &g the happy metaphor: *We
are lined with eyes, we gsee with our feet." The young mimister, John Sullie
ven Dwight attended frequently, as did young Thoreau., Dr. Chanaing came
onces Mrs. Samuel Ripley occapionally joined them, as did George P. Brad-
ford, the uncomfortable possessor of what Emerson called the most exquisite
conscience in Hew England. Nathanie) Hawthorne wae one of the few non~clerical
gentlemen to put in an occaslonal appearance,86

Eaerson’s was not the only volce which sometimes seemed imspired. On
some occasions he was distant and uncommunicative, while Alcott, for example,
led the discussion, or Hdargaret Fuller ocutshone all of thesm. FRipley had his

talents, too, in that line. Parker recorded s comversation vanaewa his friend

185 ©odell Sheperd ed. The Jourmals of Bronpon Alcotk, P.73.
186 mm%n I, W:w#.
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and Dr, Channing, at the elub of Jonathan Phillips, where the transcenden~
talists often aaﬁa‘wmq The topic wae the progress of clivilization, and the
conversation, Parker declded, was equal to one of Plate's beautiful dialogues.
Neither was the group cowed by ﬁwa,m@ms of Coneord. Ripley took exception to
the imperscnality of m!awaaﬁwa conceptlion of aﬂm., Brownsen was slways willing
and eager to demolish anybody, and usually did. And Hedge, according to a
later report by Lengfellow, had enough self-esteem to rise into the air and
take off, under his own peower, like 8t, Mmuiua »ﬁ;jeuﬁﬁuq.

eﬂo.u&aw of these meeting was »&pnaaayw_napwapeﬂu. aﬁaﬂ waavpvw the
mowa.,ow 5sehmpawaw.gwrwas‘mwuépaow‘ oam&awawhw of the mwuiwnam which manﬂﬁﬂﬂ
conducted at East Lexington, when, after a sermon, 4f he were disinclined, he
woulid omit the prayerx, aw@mswwal the congregation to depart ﬁbﬁ.ﬁb&ﬂﬁ&,;ﬁﬁt
shipped, The prodlems which they disecussed were the nature of God, His deal~
ings with the individual soul and with the racej topics were such as "Law,
Truth, Individuality, Theology, Revelation, Imspiration, Providence, the
Personality of God,"188 Their first topie, the fallure of Americe to produce
rmen of genlus, might be a good discussion for ecomomics students, but among
the Transcendentaliste, all matters hed a strong religious glint. Imerscn's
&ﬁmmwmmMr@mmmwmmywﬁm thut casts Hﬁl central creed of this wwﬁuawwomm sact was
that the humen soul, by the power of reasom, could pemetrate truth, by which we.
xmawa;,aawwa read ﬁwm divine mind., To Go this quwram was negessary, not xnowl-
edge, bu} & long process of self-development, of sctiom, self-trust, anéd scrup-
ulous sincerity. God did not shine out unasked, The dry crust of cugtom,

prejudice, formalism, lethargy, must be ground down until the socul became &

187 Life, p.55.
188 Cooke, I, pp.5203.



sgenon 41y yInorgy uex LearTyex punoxBrspun eyl *ewly} eyl JO uemom 93 pessexd
~do yotum suofotIges ouyy pesoddo sy eepuTw § uSw vaﬁauwumsﬁ yotuys *suopd
~770% IO ePUODPT OU) POISPISUOS Y VYR UC IEM paIuYOsep o ‘JepuoT weyg ejods
fgnotrny ewwosy senfweTTO0 STU uSUm puw ‘10eTTo1UT IWIMOSME STU JO BUOTAVTA
~00 O3 NG $AGTS S 30U PIP NWRIOH] UOTUs *SeouISENOITO 30 sangeead 8y
ﬁéaamweaea‘cm .ghixaﬂﬁ gen dnoa® nam@a oy Jo eodig eyl ,mﬂnwaemw_ﬂ:e 8yq fur
~FUTHS ‘@878 sIaunawOg FJO 994 oy puw'umop TTOJ (ny oUy) *MeTq 9pUlM Syl “auwod
PO oy se ATAdnIqu €9 BEPTW 3J5T ‘swes Avp oWy TOWMPPUE ‘TRO® UTU POATANY
fyooq 874 210INM--FUTEIGY 04 DPOALBINE ATTHIUOHTIUSE SIOR S4ETTEIUSDPUSOTERI]
- eyp~~gaTquiedon ey v meald of cweiy Bupqenp Jo uvoTyelyrqo ey pesuUsTeX €Y
esneoeq *lep eury suo amcpuis 213 INe peyo3Td ey yoguam fEjawnd jo sevetd ST3YTT
@53Yq 9RR 3RYTRY STy JO IOPUSTds 9108 9l ‘UTGED B UT JUSSWIW Aq PeAYT pue
m#ad_vaa&,wﬁawu,ﬁnﬂﬁw ® OjUT JUBM ‘X@ ¥,US® puocses B pemoIIoq 9y ‘Jurstoyo
81y Jo ‘euws Lep oy Ueun ‘$,G0BIOWY SUa I 92U} 3BYF #Ing LTINCE Sum
Z0NIvg OTTHUM ‘oXTy SUTATP UMO T UWO POAYT 4 uFnowmy puw ‘uwry pesyns 3y v
Buot ge Yeeap UT peroqny ‘miy peyIne 31 #¢ Juor 8¢ sTiIued epem oy redxuy
9% weueriued ¥ swm sy *nwexoyl wse dnoad 35177 oy Jo edfy eyl ‘*uOTHTA
ITeu} sOTToJ 0% ofqe aq uftw foyl quny ‘eoueISEWNOITO WOy WOPERXT ITSyY Uy
sxwys 09 S8R0 eTqwUe 05 swm dnoid puoces ewy jo TeoR syl *fjeroos UL [jae
o1q jeuTedn oTiinme Ay peurwyo 4red a¥reT w 01 eI8M ONR SEON] OINM IS
fpuim usmc x1TRI} JO #essewErR] eyl ul poH UL PIBROY PODOITD SUAM UOTIUNN|®
GS0GR 2901 SIGA @ISYI eIV TWOTINRId SPISKOT SPNITIFS JTSUL UT 69 WS
Fuoms VOTHTATD DPROUIG ¥ *S1STTRIRODUSOEUSIY JO 9% SmYTVIEOpuHessumI} IO 2adly
Auew 8= sxem sxeuy ‘rTenplatpul Uows yjia TRuosgsd gem WOITRRUT SYL OV
*Ayyep o xoxatw 3uBraq

*BoT



On society he threw the blame for the eins of the child born in aqualer,
and educated in the gupter., Curiocusly enough, both Parker and Thoresau
went to Jall in a charecterigtic fation, Thoreau for refusing to allow the
state's right to collect taxes, ?arker'fbr gttempning to free 2 fugitive
slave,

Betwean these two extiremes were .8 many 8lses snd shapes of indivi-~
‘duality ac members of the club. - Bserson, Ellzabsth P, Peabody, asd George P.
Bradford, begsn ?ﬁfbrm with the individual. Margaret Fuller wam pledged to
& very speclfic reform, namely wider rights for women, Sophia Ripley, it
seemed to Parker, rebuked him for not shrieking et the world's injustices,
and warned him of the danger of losing humanity in abgtractions. Willlam
Henry Channing, Alecott, Brownson, felt that socliety, &8 constituted, was
wmjust.

The differences of the group, howeverg were counterbalanced by their
gimilarities. They had their starting peintﬂin tlhie same peychological be-
lief, They all opposed slavery, even the cHol, detached Emerson. They all
studied German diligently~-except Hedge, who knew it. Poor Emerson, who
had resisted Hedge, was bullied into taking lessons from Hargaret Fuller,
They all belisved that Carlyls wes their big English brother, In 1835, Rige
ley wrote Carlyle a foolish letter, whichk Emerson looked over, corrscted,
and warned Carlyle was poming. The sage of Concordts feelings about this
epistle showed a high degree of cridical acumen,

Boston, June 1, 1835,
My dear Bir
I am iﬁycllad by a yearning syapathy,to raise my wvolce to

your ear, across the wide waste of waters, over which the musie
of your soul-melody has sounded to this distenmt spot. I cannot
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address you as a stranger for the ravelstlons of your mind
have long been to me s source of the highest ing.irstion and
joys 1 have comsuned with your spirit in ths witerance of
ite deep wisdom, and when 1 have felt the sipnificunce of
your mystic szyings, my heart hes les ed up with the resgonse,
®Thie unknosm Belng is amy Brother,.."

There was conaiderahly more of this, after which Ripley ratelled to Carlyle
the stepe in the develogment of his hero-worship.

teveral ycars since with only = .ro. hetic egrnse of the
untold treasures of German thought, I read your articles on
Germsn Litersture in the Edinturgh. I wes then 2 babe in
this kind of knowlsdgs, but felt at once the strongsst sym-
pethy with your views. The cares of life, and 1lts urgent
dutirs, prevented me st that time, from studying in this de-
partesnt =iih due dillg-nece, but every wvoice of encamiumfsicl on
what I considered my worning star, wss like words of en-~
coursgement from & mother's lipe....The magniiicent srticle
on Burns esme next. I cannot tsl)l the joy <ith whieh I
heiled 1t, n8 the rising of & new iight in our dark tizes.
Then came Schillerts Life. By & heppy sccldent—-—-1 was the first
to discover it in & negleeted corner of a Book-useller's shop....
The casual English eoyuy which had come into my hands, was soon
diffured through e wide circle of friends....l have no space
40 tell you of the effeet of your diffarent Revisas, which
sfter zome time, I leerned to sacribes to their true author--
Let me pass thep over, and come &t once Twuialsﬁrﬁck.[gie]
evesl rogard 1t pe the moat signlficant indicatlion of the pre-
sent Age. It stands thers, slone, a huge, mysterious, nagni-
ficent Sysbol of ithe Time npon <hich we have fallen, It is
the ery of the Reart snd the Flesh for the Living Ged. England,
oy Brother! fallow &pirit of the Eternal,--hag for now more
than on« century, besen hammed in with the Finlte, girt sround
¥ith Lthe bragzen walls ef Cusitem, Che has hed no ssnse & no
eoul "or thr veolce of the Infinite, which is zouandiny forth
from this voral Universe, Your sar has turned itsclf to catch
the Echoes, which come from heyond the shores of Time... 489

After another earload of ths gsme .reeclous uxetel, Ripley offered Carlyle
one of hie articles, and his apologies for the intrusion. The jersonsal
interviews of the Trenseendantsliste with thedr EFnglish _rophet, were not

slways successful. But from the enchanted tramsstlsntic distance, they

189 George Ripley to Thomas Carlyle, June 1, 1835. A.L.8. Pisrpont korgan
Library.



pictured Carlyle, seated in the center of an idyllic household, uttering
oracular words of wisdom borrowed from the German, They sent :im their
prﬁéuﬁtiona,‘which he trind hard to read, aﬂd iﬂmu8u111Van Dwi ht dedi-
cated to him a book.

This book was slmost the first fruits of their combined vemtures,
being Volume Three of Ripley's select library, Specimens of Forelgn Stanc~
ard Literature. This collection was a series of fourteen voluies, trans-

lated from the French and German, GOsorge wrote Convers Franci. of the
projectt
We have plenty of true scholars, studious men, men o
taste and skill, in the differemt parts of the United St tes,
who might do a great service to our osn literature, by c mbin-
ing to emrich it with some of the most valuable foreign products.
At present, their exeellent culture, though a great food to

themselves, does litle for others, 0xeppt indirectly, & vhey
puss a!ugggithaut leaving sny work on the iliterature of their

country.
Emerson suggested that someone de a life of Eckerman, but othecrwise had
no part in the venture, except to sit off in the middle distance with Al-
cott, and decids that Cousin was shallow, end any ae;aatic no , hilosopher.
Ripley's chain gang included his transcendentsl cronies, Marga: et Fuller,
Hedge, Dwight, W.H. Channing, Clarke, and the outsiders, C.C. lelton, Samuel
Oagood, =nd C.T. Brooks. 7+

There was another egpmrtunity for a united front. The Divinity School,
hard up for s commencement speaker, in 1838, invited Emerson a: a pinch-

bhitter., The famous address he delivered on the occasion was n.thing if not

190 George Ripley to Convers Francis, 1837. A.L.8. in B.P.lL.
191, Life, p«97.
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g2 trengoendsntal (roduct, B8tanding before the Graduating Class, snd oo0d
&2 erlery, he edvessted mobthing lezs thzn that the sapleing sinlsters look
into th+ir souls, Torget thelir lessone, sad conelgn lessyned divines to
oblivion. é&ndrews Foriom may w»rll heave doubled thes teestimony of his
astonishad sars. Cortzlp stsbt:-menis could hardly beve slippsd by wn-
notic«ds

The Intultion of the zoral ssnbimesnt iz an insight of
fhw gﬁ*?‘fﬁﬁti% of the loaw of the soulese.

eesThe word Biracle, =8 yronouncsd by Chriastian churches,
givag 8 felse Inprescliong it is somster, It is not ome vith
the blowing clower and the falllug zalb....
The pray=re and sven the dogmee of our church syve iike

the zedise of Dendersh snd the sstronomical zonuments of the

Hindoos, wholly inrulsted fron anytbing now sxieat in the

1ife and businsse of the papple,
Hosdlazz to pay, bthers wsre rvepsreussions, Homry Wers, Jr,, regretfully
sensidered i1 his duty o sroach s sevmom in rebuttal. He gent Emerson
& 2ou¥, snd a lebtier of sxplensilon. The sersong in charge of sseuring
spRakers, to weke po sistske, arvsnged for Andrewe Rortom to give the
sddress the folleowning yoar, which he 4id. The hillj;ple whick he cow-
pousd Yor the gocsrivm wes 2ized directly at Bmerson apnd hie cohortep its
tewper gog ke fudgsd Trom Lt titie;, The Latest Fore of Ioiid=lity. ¥Nor-
ten wes nething A not thorough., The purpose of hile sddroge a3 to refute
Yhe whols intultiss scheel, nat only the tranzeendectzlists, but alse
the Uervens beok of them, Rls theple sas, "Thers can bw mo intultion,
ne dirsed serception, of the truth of Chrietisnity, mo zcta hysieal

192

carb=inty," The bturden of ,roof Yor the divine origin of Chrisc-
tirnity foll on the wirscles of Chrisd, recorded in the nex Teatasonb.

To deny this visw, wss the lategt fore of fufidelity. He thon published

192 Emerson, op, oib., L, ppe LI7-141,
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193
his speech, and left the trenseesnderntslistz to bury their deed,

Emerson severely ignored the whole uyrosr, =od covtisucd, in publie
and srivete, to say rapny more of the seme thinge., But his frisands lost no
time in cliubing on Horton's well-clawed beek and digging in thelr finger
nails., Jamus Fresmen Clarke end Richard Hildreth upheld Fmerson'sa view,
Riplesy was the most highly verbal, BHe wrote a pamphlet ealled "The Latest
Fore of Infidslity® Examined, A Letter to ¥r, Andrews Norton, ogcasioned by
his Diggourse bafore the Aspociation of the Alumpd of the Cembrid
giegl School on the 149tk of July, 1239, by an ilumnus of thest School,

In 1t he took Horton geverely to tzek for hls bad ranners, bad theology,

snéd unscriptural visws, He also defonded Epinoza sgsinal the chaorge of

being an atheist, In a defense of De Wetite he set Nortou right on sope
minor points of trasaleting Germen, The substeace of his remarks was that
Rorton erred iln teste ln sltenm ting to impose ariicles of faith on the glusni
of a liberel institution; that aa few hed read Spinozs or Hume on ziracles,
the diseoures was not certinent; thst miraelss are no eritsvion of the souwtid-
ness of Christlie dostrinss for the following reeasonst that soms sare encum~
bered with historical doubts; thet the Jews and ecarly fathers discounted
mirscliss, whieh could be worked by devile; that there ssre genulns pesssne
gers from God who worked no mirecles., He fzared thst Nortou's viow on mirs.-
cleg a8 the sole yrop of Christianity mould turn Christisally over to the
antiquarians, would rob it of its general appesl, and mould maks vein the
faith of thoss who were Christisna becsuss the doctrines appeal-d to their

soule. To maks the job reslly complets, Ripley snforeced some of his points

133 Andrews Rorton, The Lat: st Forp of Infidslity (Cemiridg~, J. Owen, 1839).
194 (Poston, Jercs Funrve & Co., 1839 ).
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vith quotations from Norton himeelf, from Channing, and from Henry V¥are,

Jr.

Norton wes back in the fray in no time at all, with ®A Defence of 'The

Latest Form of Infidelisy!® and George countered with "Defence of 'The Latest

Foru of Infidelity'® Exsmined, s Second Letter to Mr. Andrews Norton.195

Under prodding from Horton, he shed the alias, 2nd signed the pamphlet by
his own aame, The controversy hsd now become very lesrned, and was fought
out on a basis of philology, translation, definition, on the guestion of
Spinoga's religlous views. Regretting that Norton had $sken the controversy
away irom the people and given it $o the scholesrs, he sorrected his former
profescorts Latin. Norton's steel cold intellect had made 1t no essy matter
for George to estadlish Spinoza's freedom from atheism. Parker, disappointed
at the trend evente had taken, declded to do some writing himself. HNorton
failed to answer the second letter, sc George put out a third letier, clearing
Schleiermacher from any stigme of irreligion,196 snd cslled it a dey. Parker,
who still wighed to sey a few words, entered the subdsiding battle under the
name of Levi Blodgett. It is intereeting to note that none of the infidels
concerned had ever denled that Christ worked miracles. FEmerson occupied the
extrsme position; he did not care. But Ripley, like his beloved Schlelermacher,
fully believed that the wonders had taken place. His position wae that they
were not the sols evidence for the Christian religion.

This controversy with Norton was & continueance of the earlier skirmish,

There was thies difference--that Ripley hed sought it. The clazh in 1836 had

195 (Boeton, James Munroe & Co., 1840).

196 BRipley, George, "Defence of 'The Latest Form of Infidpliﬁ t* Exomined, a
Third Letter to Andrews Norton, (Boeton, James Nunroe & , 18%1),
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CHAPTER XVII
TRE DIAL

Thu‘ﬁrmaaasndantalistu'wana as literate an sssemblage of people as
it was poseible to fiu# in one group outside the Fremoh Academy. Emerson,
fipley, Olarke, Cranch, Parker, Francis, Bartol, W, H. Channing, and
Bradford hed been shrough the :riarbra of the Cambridge Divinity School.
Orestes Brownson was a metaphysician of no mean ability. Aloott had
}.ons ns.zwo lost hinsulf in the blue reszches of Platonic thought. Margaret
mll.pr was: hnrnlf & ltburﬂ. edmﬁtiam.,_ !‘ha boak sten wh&eh Eliza}uth
Peu;toody aptmd in M.W wa!! no bawsr u*tsmkad’ thin her own ma. Ita

insvitablo that the grpug ahanld talk among thauaalvma of how nice
it would be 1f thay had a periodieal uf thelr owm, in ihiqh to display
their pearls before the Boston public. The remerkable thing was that
such a group of primas &onﬁas cvtr:gatkpast the niétful stage into the

active,.
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As ususl, the first word of encouragement, once the project was
talked of, came from Dr. Channingdg97 Even before the Transcendentsal
Club had becowme an idea in the minds of Emerson and Hedge, there had been
talk of & magazine, to be called The Transgendentalist, in which the
elect would discuss philosophy. Channing was quite execited zbout the
ides and Emerson wrote sarlyie of the intcrast the great vnitari&n had
shown. Soon aiqur nnﬂ tha eth&r membars ar the gruug ntre urgins
Carlyle %o some, wi%b his wife, %o this side of the Atlmntia, dispense
sweet reasonsblensss to his bruﬁharg of %he,s?irit, and help edit the
araale%9s Carlyle nsver céﬁe, and ﬁha topic tmmwexarily ﬁrep@ad out of
sight,

In 1839 the project revived. Aleott had been very much taken with
the whole idea, and urged om his friends, now a semiwcohesive group, the
idea of & philosophicsl journal, By comparison with the magasine of
the future, he found those already in publication wesk und inept. The

Examiner he called "timid and comservative," while Brownson's Bogton

riew, salthough "the best journal now surrent on this side of
the Atlantic,...falls far below the ides of the best minds asmong ws.R99
The club met st Bartol's one day in early SeptembergOl to dlacuss the
matter. Margeret Puller took over the oconduct of the afternoon, and
‘laid down a few principles of what a megzazine should be, gnd how it
should be run. 4lcott suggested that the journal be cslled The Dial,
which was the name of his diary, and the suggestion was as gravely
recelved as offered?ﬂﬂ Ripley was very hopeful about the matter; Parker,

197 Laoke, X, pp.56~7.
198 M&; I’ P57,
199, Ioid., I, p.59.
209\ Iﬂid@, I. ptéjn
200 Xoide, I, pe59.
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fiaakiy bored. vﬁe hed no deubté that th; jbufual would see thallight

of day--Emerson, Hedge, and Hergaret Fuller were competent to the job

by thqmselveséwbﬁt the econversation was not on the a$atraet plane he
preferred, After the meeting, Brownson hepofn;ly went from one
transcendentalist to another, to see if he could chamnnel thelr effort into
his already existing jourmal, which was gasping for just sush talent. 202
The ianer council--Alcott, Emerson, and Margaret Fuller--went into & huddle
over the suggestlion, and came out shaking their heeds., Brownson's
ﬁﬁtﬂtﬁith!aa.toe much of an obstacle, and his politieal relations even
more s0. With this verdiet, even Ripley, perhaps Brownson's closest’
friend in the group, agreed. While he admired the high 1dealism of the
mun, he conslidered the political parties nothing more nor less than "low
activities,.®

Heraud's Mont he was coming out in London at the time, and the

transcendentalists thought as highly of it es it did of them, which was
very higlly for it greeted the works of Emerson and Alcott with ecries of
joy. (By some slip, it attributed Nature to the latter.) The English
journsl angled for writings by esome of the Boston writers, ineluding
Dwight and dsrgaret Fuller, but the matter went no further. Alecott and
Ripley had an agreeable talk on the matier, Ripley spoke the praises of
the English jowrnalZ29? and fell to wishing that they could have one like
it on this side of the Atlantic., Alcott, with 211 his eagerness on the

subject, was having throes of doubt., He saw but few contributors, and

20z Ivids, x' chgt
203 Ibids, I, pPeS9
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thase were not all free from the influences of the past. But, he decided,
such a journal they must have, ®for the soul which z2waits its scribes.®
Emerson's prophetic soul warned him of trouble ahead., He had no
desire to be the editor of anything, and felt the course of circumstances
dead set against him. He pleaded with iargaret on the subject. He would
send his poems snd artieles, but would do no more. This was positively
hiz last word on the subject., Unless she or Ripley umdertook the work,
or unless William H, Channing came back, thers womnid be me Dial. 204
Margarel, scothing Emerson with kind words, interviewed Ripley, who
promised to undertuke the business arrangemcnta.zas Then everybody con~
cerned began to total up the number of possible contributors. IZEmerson's
score was twenty, including his privete forees of ¥William Ellery Channing,
the Sturgis sisters, Thomss T. Stone, who was s friend of Hedge, and
Elizabeth Hoar. The more examcting Alcott saw only sim besides himself;
Bmerson, Hedge, Margaret Pullsr, Ripley, Willism Henry Channing, Dwight,

206 His mathematics left out George Baneroft and Parkar.

and . ﬁl&rk@ "
There may have been something personel in the latter omission, for Parker,
acoording to Emerson, in a debate had wound himself saround the Comnecticut
dreamer like an anaconda until one could hesr the bonna'cruah¢297
Margaret Puller, abetted by Ripley and Jobhn Sulliwan Dwight, of whom
Emerson thought highly, talked the sage of Concord into agreeing to give

2083
Yactive asslstance for a year.® Inprovidently, Emerson did not think

204" §ggmggﬁm&pttqrs 11, ps85. Halph Waldo Emerson to Yargaret Fuller,
Jetober 1 533
205" z:bm.,,zx ’ p. 230, Ralph Waldo Emerson to Elizabeth Hoar, Nov. 4, 1839 .
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to have Hillierd, the Concord lawyer, define "asctive asaslstance,®
Ripley and dargaret Fuller made the rounds of the publighers!

209

offices. They paid slternate visits to Little and Brown, where Mr,

Brown was interested but wary, his fingers having just been seorched
with The Americen Jurist and Lew Hegssine. He was far from impressed
with the transcendental pair, who sesmed ¢cAww undecided just how they
proposed to circulate their magasine, and were even more indefinite ss te
the size of the subsoription list. The negotiations fell through, and
Ripley and Margared Fuller made the unfortunzte cholce of Weeks, Jordan,
& Co., who were tottering on a {inancial brink, and subseqguently fell
ovar,

‘Having completed thelr arrangsments with the outside world, Margared
and George turned their attention to the home team, in time to find
‘Emerson sizzling with wrath at Hedge. There had not alwaye been complete
harmony in the transcendental fold; Parker was sometimes difficult,
and regarded Thoreau with derision; Brownson had made himself unpopuler
with seversl, and unbearable to Hedge; Sophia aund Margaret leved and
admired esch other with marked mental reservations; Bmerson thought
Ripley ruther too telketive. But here, for the first time, the chisf was
ghowing asctive signs of hostility. Frederic Benry Hedge, in reply to
a request for ecomtributions, had amnounced in no uncertain terams that he
had other matters on his mind. waauﬁaﬁr who &t this point was morally
certain that he and the German scholar were not brothers after the apirit,

anncunced %0 anyone interested that the book would do as well without

209 ~ Emerson Letters, II, pp.248-249. Margaret Fuller to Ralph Waldo
Emerson, Jan, 1840,
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Hedg: as with hh&?ﬂ For business arrangements, he relied on Ripley,
whicl: was not, perhaps, the most astute course, snd for materisl on
Dwig! t, Parker, Ssmyel (ray Ward, Thoreau, Caroline Sturgis, Sarash
Clari e, Ellery Channing, Thomas Stoné, in the order named.

&nother trisl was in store for Baesrson. The publighers snd Ripley
decic ed that the Dlal must have an introduction. Emerson thought the
idea 2 poor one., However, after Ripley tried his hand at one and
Hargrret had done the sasme without aatisfaetioa, the final beating of the
drum: was left up 4o Emerson., He submitted several drafts for the
other s! approval, with the suggesilon that they were, perhaps, too flerce.
Riplcy sent back word, through Margaret, that they were insufficiently
aefua‘ Mgrgaret, caught between the millstonss, eventually sided with
Enaraongiand hurried out te Coneord with comtributiens for him Yo pass upon,
whicl made the sage very umhappy, as\ﬁé‘héd been under the illusion that
he w::5 only a contributor..

Powards the und'ef‘April, giﬂatly to his perplexity, Bmerson
received Alcott's contribution of a mumber of gnomic utterances, separeted
by titles snd Romen numerals, and exzlled "Orphic Sayings.® HEmerson
pussel thenm on to Murgaret Fuller, zaying "They are better than I fesrsd."
He also had an article by Thoresun, culled *Persius Aulus Flaecus,"
whick he recommended for the tirét numbeyr. This caused compliesztions,
as wkan Ripley sent the suthor the proof, the spirit did not inspire
Thoreiu to read i%, so it went in full of blemishes and spots. Ripley,
in all probability, wrote the prospestus which announced to the world N

the purposes of the Dial.

210 _merson Letters, II, pp,270-3. Ralph Waldo Emerson to Margaret Fuller,
ARY . 30’ mw.

21) _mersom letters, II, pp.240-i. Hargaret Fuller to Ralph Weldo Imerson,
“pri.l;, 1343-
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The purpose of thic work is to furnish z medium for the
freest expression of thought on the guestions which interest
earnest minds in every community. The pages of this journal
will be filled by contributors who possess little in common
but the love of individual freedom, and the hope of social
progress} and who are united by sympathy of spirit, not by
sgrecment in speculation; whose faith is in Divine Providence,
rather than in huasn presoription, snd who trust the living
soul more than the desd letter. It will endeavor to promote
the nonstent evelution of truth, not the petrification of
opinion...In literature it will strive to exerecise a just and
catholic eriticisik, and to recognize every sincere production
of genius; in philosophy it will attempt the reconciliation
of the universal instinets of humanity with the largest con-
clusions of reason; and in religion it will reverently seek to
discover theag?aaonce of God in nature, in history, and in the
soul of man,#1R

Ripley, the official business mind, stood over Weeks Jordan, arranging
for the fres copiee of the contributors. He czme off second best, ss

he only got twelve for all the writers to divide. Hargaret bore the
brunt of the hsavy work, although she was ill, and her head sched so that
at times she could scarcely see the proof,

In July, the Disl mmde its long ewalted appearance. The list of
writers, considered in the light of their later careers, wes brillisnmts
Baerson, Margaret Fuller, Thoreau, Parker, Dwight, KRipley, Alcott, the
Sturgis sisters, Cranch. Alcott's ®Orphic Sayings® cattsed some mirth
among the uninitiate, Actually some of them were highly #nteresting,
although they gave the iapreésian of being & number of texts for the doy

strung together without the sermons. Boma of them bogged down completely.

717 Gooke, 7. p. 68.
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The Actual and Ideal
The actuel and ideal a&re twine of one mother, Reality,
who, failing to incarnate her conceptions in time, meanvhile
contents herself with admiring in esch the complement of the
other, herself integrsnt of both. Always are the divine
Gemini intergiaedz Pan snd Psyche, man snd woman, the soul
and nature, =~ '
The leading article was Thomas T, Stone's "Man in the Ages," whicﬁ
Emerson considered & high statement, slthough a trifle long and marred
by occasional carelessness., As the menusceript was very long and closely
214
written, he declined to correct it, but sgent it in as it wss.
Margaret Fuller filled in all the gaps herself, which gave her consider-
able writing to do, &8s the unpaid contributors did not fleock arcund in
l#rga guantities, Emerson went through his treasurss, and sent in poems
of his first wife, Ellen Louise Tucker, snd of his two dead brothers,
Charles and Edward. In the poetry department, the open champlonship
cup went uncontzsted to the sege, for his now famous poem "The Problem.™
Ellen 8turgls Hooperts sirx lines with no uvitle deserved honorable
mention., This little work had various charszcterietics of the transcen~
dental poem stamped all over it., It was & frosty little piece of New
Englend, w#ith considerebls auetere charm. It had no pretenses, still
less artificial pre=ttiness. It was on & gesneral subjeect, with a strong
morsl. Perhaps it was lese complex thsn the usual tranacendental work,
I 8l=;¢ and dreamed that Life was Besuty:
I woke and found that Life was Duty.
Was thy dream then a8 shedowy lie?
Toill on, sad heart, courageously,

And thou shalt find thy dream to be

A noonday light and truth to thee. 25

213 The Disel, I, p. 98, July, 1840,

21, Emerson Letters, 1I, p., 303. Relph Waldo Emerson to Margaret Fuller,
June 7, 1840.

215 Zfhs Risl, I, p. i, July, 1840,
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a hap.y balance between the exclusive principles of materialism and
spiritualism., He regarded both spirit and matter as holy in itg
naturc, and earth having the same essential sanctity as heaven. In

the past, the principles of spiritualism and materiallism had warred
against esch others Neither exclusive principle was tenable. Helther
might one dispense with all religious instruction, as men could not
contirae in a state of anarchy. Hence, & new church, which rscogniaod
the cdlaims ~f matter snd spirit, was necessary. The results of such a
churcl., which recognized the deathless nature of man, would be the end
of slavery and of war, the %mivorsality of education and of eivil
freedon. Industry would become holy, and the cultivation of the earth,
the wership of Gods 1In Charles Flwood Ripley saw the best of Brownaon's

writirzs. The thesis of the book was that "They who deny to man all
inherent truth, place man out of the condition é: ever knowing anything
of Goc," for there must be & God within to recognise the God speaking
from without.

lost of the contributors to the Disl were unimown, and very reticent
about sipgning their work besides. 8ome uged their initials, some did
not, The poetry was supplied from s private portfolio of Margsret
Fuller, and the privacy enforced was | such that Ceorge ;md Sophia, who
helpec the editor sort the poems, agreed not to know the names of the
writers, and would not enlighten John Sulliven Dwight on the authorship
of & poem which he admlrod.m This attitude toward publicity was,
perhaps, mﬁe reason why the public was distinctly unimpressed, and

subgeribers did not flock in droves.

218 Cophis Ripley to John Sullivan Dwight, Aug, 1, 1840, A.L.8. in BuP.Ls,
' Dwight Collection,
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Theodcre Parker, when he went after the scalp of some prominent Unitarian,
The mcst pffensively successful of these was "The Hollls Street Council."
The rcverend fewd of long standing between Reverend JQ‘I‘&n«Piermgﬁf and his
congre 1ation had #oma to a héad,f.ﬁar some time the HWollis 3treet John
the Betist had danpunéed,his floek tp their'f;eéa for their sins,
particalarly for th@ making and selling of liquor. ‘£~1ist of‘éﬁ;rges
wag brought sgainst him, maiuding'suﬁh' emmm items as wasting his
time in ihe writing of poems and booka: his hymns for pious occasions,
The case wag referred to a council, of which the Reverend Eszra Stiles
Gannetu was one. The case was particularly ticklish, as the pastor was
obviously guiltless of anything but wehemence, and the congregation was
frothi ;g at the mouth. The council, after duﬁ deliberation, turned in a
verdiet which said in effeet that the Reverend i#r. Pierpont was innocent
as charged, but for whatever he had been doing he aﬁaulﬁ be reproved, so
pleasse stop it. Parkert's article came out, and the Reverend Mr. CGannett
could nardly believe his eyes to read that he was an ally of the rum
interests, not to apeak of a derelict fwm the paths of Christlian duty.
He was highly incensed, and the Dial sold well for achange.

Ripley's further contributions to the Dial were "A Letter to a
Theoleo:ical Student,” and several reviews. The letter cautioned
aspirants to the ministry against certaln very specific and subtle
forms »f fear., One was the mental sulcide of looking to study to support
dying opinions, rather than to attsin the truth. The other was socialg
the young minister would be well aware that both the liberal and orthodox

¢lergy never overlooked or forgave any wandering from the straight and
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divine and human minds, or Christianity stood in the same relation to
nsturel religion as Samaria to Judah. Hence, on those premises, the only
poseilility of saving Christisnity was to declare that the highest
exprecaion of the human mind, and the voice which spoke in Galilese were
the ssnes This statement, Ripley mades His difference with Palmer was
for m:pposing that Chrigtianity and the popular r@ligion of society were
Onee

2 also differed with Palmerts econoamic program, and his answer was
in ke¢ping with the ereed of hisg eircle of friends. The arranpgement of
sociely, Ripley held, would golve no problen, as long as the sogial ideas
remnixaqsthi same. Abolish money, and i@n %@ii covet §§9153¢ "£q£T1pg§g§ity
devise ﬁfut methods 1t may, greed would find some mesns of operation. %The
hesrt mst be seb right." George's sublime optimism never questioned thai
men would follow the higheat when they saw it. 3Ideas came fifst} and
then ¢ctions. The early Christians tnraximpalled‘by-tha strength of their
sympatay with their brothers in Christ to bring offerings to a common
treasury, from which the wants of the impoverished were supplied. They
did nct feast while thelr fellows were hungryj they indulged in no
extravagances while their brothers were destitute and suffering. They
acted in accordance with the Christian idea, which "is not yet carried
out ir sny Christian institution." Q(eorge was not opposed to a new order
of society, but it must be based on ideals of which everyone was cone
vinced, and not on laws whose force wes from without, BHut what about
those who will have nothing to do with Christian or any other altrulistic
idealc? Oeorge never answered that qQuestion. It is interesting that this
reviev was written as he was planning to put 1nt§ practice his ideals of

Christian socisty.
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sophia contributed three articles: "Woman," "Painting and aQQQW&auaa
and " Letter from Zoar.," The first was a generalized aﬁewawa,iﬁaw‘wpawwm
Qw@ﬁmwusaw05‘,HQWﬁ stylistic distinction, and appalling @eﬂsm&n&ﬁ»ﬁmg‘uwn
Her t.eme was ®All adjusting of the whole sex to & sphere is wain,;® for
character creates the gphere of each. The shadowy inspiration of the
poet was not woman but mwuwanay %hen the mﬁwmﬁédagwmam on the religious
duties of woman, there was & lack of realism, for religion belongs to
individuals, not to snwa and femele. The education of woman is ained to
a tac't understanding that she is only half a human being, an appendage,
first to her parents, then to socciety, then to her Wﬁwgsam. Her faculties
are &>veloped without balance; in society her powers of cbservation are
fearf 1ly sharpened, but she is so occupled with obssrving that she never
vaznwgi»wa; Once she is auwuwaa. she gcaresly dares use wmn vanwnu of
%m&nﬁawou 3 wﬁ. vﬁgﬁ. Hm ahe na &uavuo»sgmu aﬁm w& ﬁ,g anﬁus&u
or aom@yt»wu um &rs lot of naavm- if mww is uan- ‘ehe awwgwu ﬁma Wsnau§u
perfect, end &dds his wsauﬁn»aaa»me her slready large nnwwaaawaa‘ She
corrects her ﬁﬁhmww»am wmarn ww.wwmw and w@awww.w@w own wwmn«wmanwwa%s
never gains his a@wﬂﬁaeq.,Hﬁ.i&ﬂuﬁ.a;noawwaw_wvcu tc be an aimless
adven Lurer wunaﬁmw life? Those who would have it so are not the men, who
respect the gently firm, and prefer intelligent affection to submissions
They are the weak and ignorant of her own sex. She should be taught to
penetrate through externals to prineiples. "She should be seen, after
the f rst dreamlike years of csﬁuﬁ-awcﬁu childhood are passed, meekly
and rovesently Questioning and encoursged to question the opinions of
others, culmly contemplsting beauty in all its forms, studying the harmony

of 1i’e, a8 well as of outward nature, deciding nothing, learning all

222 Disl, I.pp.362ff.Jan, 1841
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things, graduslly forming her own ideal, which, like that mpmmmw
in the sculptured figures of old Persian sovereigns, should cheeringly
and pr Jﬁ@ctiﬁgly hover over her." Soclety should be her mlaxapipn » bﬁt
not he: hm. Her: hi’ghﬁat hm.ars shoald be hﬂr&moly ones. Eln bami.im
and gta@&fﬁl i‘@rm; she simu}.d uéﬁi rmmtiéns a-;f diﬁne l"m‘a-utyu In marriags
“her own individuslity should be as precious &s.his love." Friendship
throws a genial ltmuéyhém about ﬁs‘r path, bu*i; she mﬁat slways :ﬁlk slone,
With t.e ery that woman's place was in tkehm, Sophis had no Quarrel.
The mo:re retired circle of the home called for as much self-discipline
8z public life. Lati one “emnoble household order by seeing the relation~
ship between it and the law vhiah keeps the planets in their courses.®
¥ith eourege, woman should gamge the strength of coming suffering, that
ghe ml ht be pmparsd to meet it. "Thought should be her atmosphare,
books er food, friends her occasional solace.® The article concluded
with t.e rhetorical question, "Is this the ideal of a perfect woman, and
if 8o, how does it differ from & periect mant¥

Sophis was alwost naive in her refutation of all talk of adjusting
& whol: sex to & sphere, and then in not only sccepting that sphere,
but in offering a character pat;i.m to ve fellowad in the acceptance.
Unlike Hargeret Fuller, she was no legalist. 5he had little concaern for
safegu:rds, for means, for specific grievances. From Eserson,whom she
greatl / admired, she borrowed her stoical idesl, and many of the ac-
compan ing idess. Her attitude in this article seemed to be one of compk te
self;deapemaem,e , and disregard of circumstances. Yet Theodore Parker
found :er a more vehement reformer than himself, Apparently Sophia's
articl: was written on the principle of populsr nineteenth century guide
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books on behaviors when & condition is giveny this is hiow to behaves The
condi‘ion itself is not discussed. It was when she focused her attention
on & <ondition that Sophia rebuked Theodore rarker for lack of zeal.

_he article on "Painting and Sculpture" was even more incoherent,
more . ensralized, and more full of Emersonian echess than mam."azz
Also, the subject has less universal interest. Sophia viewed sculpture
a8 a summation of all the art which had gone before, as philosophy is
of writing, whatever she may have mesnt by that. Painting she considered
fragm-ntary. The abstractions, clear perhaps in her omn mind, became dim
and { rmleas in her expression. Knowing perfectly well what she meant,
she &:d not sufficiently sketeh it to the readar s leaving him snarling and
reseniful, while the brilliant and flickering tail light of an idea
glean d shead through the pagess

‘he third article, "A Letter From Zoar," resurrected the travels of
'12338, wheh she and George were in Ohio, on a missionary tour for the
American Unitarian Association, The desoription of their experience was
vivid, crisp, informetive, Scphia would have been a good reporter for

1letin. The visit to the little re}igious

commy.ities was set down play by play. The habits of the nsat, cheerful,
thrifly community being unfamiliar to her, there were none of the dreadw
ful lucunae of transitions, which make her other articles hard reading.
S8he ard Ceorge had been much impressed with the business-like fashion
with vaich the community was run, and with the candor, cheerfulness and
faith which they ehcountered. The head of it, Baumler, was a shrewd
business man, but nothing of a philanthropist; to the disappointment of
the Rﬁplm. 'ﬁe kept himself carefully apart from hisg community, and was

treatcd with great respect by the industrious, frugsl people. Sophia

223 The Risl, TI, ppe78.£f.Juby,l841e
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deciced against the communism of the place, remarking that many young
peopla2 had left the security of commnity 1life for the plecasures of
prive te property and farms of their own,

tThe last official DPusiness which Ripley attempted for the Dial was to
try to disentangle it from the affairs of the bankrupt firm of Weeks,
Jords.: & Co., its publishers. There was for a mement fear that not only
would they lose the subseription list, but the very name, Dial. The
publichers were unwilling to proceed with any further printing, unless
the bills were contracted in the name of ZEmerson,; the most aolvent nember
of the editorial staff., ¥Fargaret Fuller was unguestionably impecunious,
and Ri)ley had, by that time, removed from Boston {o Brook Farm. Before
the af’air was settled, not only Emerson, Eipley, Hargaret Fuller, iessrs.
Jordan and Tieeks had been inv-lved in the matter, but even ir. Hilllard,

man of law of Concord. 2<%

P )

E wrgon Letters,IT,pp.457-%. George Ripley to Ralph Waldo Emerson.
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CEAPTER XVILI
WE RIPLEYS, 1840

The first few monthas of 1840 found george snd Sophia Ripley filling
the mii of any carbon copy of & well-beshaved. Boston miniaster and hie wife.
Gsorge was liked by his soolety, and the other ministers thought well enough
of him to exchange pulpits readily. Sophia had many friends among the con-
gregationi her wit, courtesy, and distinction of manner asade her z welcome
addition to soclal occasions, She gives a pleasant picture of their life
at the time in a letter to John Sullivan Dwight on ¥Yedruary 19, 1840,

Her openlng description of herself {3 hardly dignified, On a sudden
imulaé, she went put into the snow, becsuse she remembered litile ¥reonkie
Danats pratile conneating snow and God. Her reverie was cut short abruptly
vhen ghe s11d on the sidewalk, and fell flat, fortunately where no one could
886, She went home and stayed there with her injuries, rending Belzac,

Poor George also had hls woes. The cold weather crept into his bones, and
he sat by the fire, very rheumatle, and trying to convince Sophia that there

228

waa nothing dilsagreesnble about growing old. He received scant sympathy

from his spouse, who told Dwight that she

226m18 wase strictly a menner of speaking, 28 he was thirty-seven at the
time. 1In his letters thirty years later, he makes wery much the a=me
observations, ‘
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.+» Pasged the day on one side of the fireplasce sneering, G. on
the other groaning,»—and‘not having sufficlent musical ear to hgggo-
nige themse expressions of suffering, the discord was horridle.

Having exhauested the topic of their domplaining bones, Sophia sketched
the events of the week for Dwight. Marianne Ripley was visiting them, and,
at the moment, reading Dwightls ssrmon. On Wednesday, February 1B, they had
all gone to Margaret Fuller's conversation, which was so crowded that it
turned into a lecture,This Margzaret did very well, *though by no means doing
Justice to herself.® The same evening, they went to Emerson's lecture on
education, *which, though much better than anyone else could have done, was
only the lees of his best things.® Emerson is tired, the 1ife ie departing
from the series, and she is glad they are drawing to a close. Christopher
Pearse Cranch spent one evening with them, and expressed on the piano the
melancholy feelings arcused by the absence of John Sullivan Dwight. There
are mentlons of Boston social occasions: a largexparty at the Watersons,
and a reception at Dr. Ghanning's.b On Sunday, Teb. 19, George went off to
Dorchester, to exchange pulpits with Rev. HMr, Ha11.227

These appearsnces of placid, genisl surfaces belied both Rinleys, Sovhia's
gocial brilliance had & ghell-like guality. HMargaret Fuller complained of not
beilng able to estadlish understending with the real sophiafmw yet Margaret
and the Ripleys were friends, and she gave a course of conversations at their
house, deorgiara Bruce, & young English woman of the crowded Brook Farm
Yoars, filled her reminiscences with complaints ebout Sophia's lack of warmth

229

and sympathy. Amelia Russell, one of Sophlal!s friends of long standing,

226 gophia Ripley to John Sullivan Dwight, A. L. S. in B, P. L.

227

=~" Tbid.
228

Margaret Fuller to Ralph Weldo Emerson, Oet.1840. A.L.S. in B.P.L.

gzgﬂoergiann Bruce Kirby, Yeare of Hwperience (Few York, G. P. Putnam, 1887).
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remsmbers her intelligence, her wit, and her devotion %o duty. There nny
have besn plenty of eaviar in Sonhie's character, but there was simply no
sugar,

¥Yor a brillisnt conversationalist, she wes 1n some ways inarticulate,
Ehe was a natural mystic, but gusrded her moments of {1lumination with reserve,
except from the wery few. ¥merson, who wes as cool and reserved as herself,
was ococasionally the recipient of her agcount of a moment of revelation or of
diemay. Her couain, Ruth Charlotie Dena, shared wiih her, many years later,
the fervors of a new faith, To John Sullivan Dwight she sonetimes partially
ravsaled her mind. Parker was an sdmired friend, but he remembered her as s
saciz)l refarmey. We wrots in his jJournnls

Hrs. Ripley gave me s treit reduke for not shrisking at

wrongs, and spoke of the denger of losing our humanity in

nbstrections, 230
There were few wha understood that ghe waz a poet. Fer quality of resding
the unseen into the seen, God into natural secensry, she shared with Emerson.
fhe hsd also the same ideal aa thst of the sage,~-a praciicing stolcism,
There wae a stern quality in her nature, which was lacking in thet of her
hugdbend, the genial, ewxpressive pastor of the Purchase Street Churech,

That genisl snd expressive persnn had fiver reserves than Sophia, and
possibly the best disposition in the Transcendental (lub, He wes the slosest

231 ar thet Theodore

friend that stormy Orestes SBrownsnn had in Few England;
Parker had anywhers, Ye wos alwnys on good terms with Hedge, who later in
1848 when other Transcendental friends fell away and the aky was coning down

in larze pieces for Ripley, sent a contribution to the Earbinger, » poaper

2%0 14fe, p. 111.

231 Youngz Iseac Hecksr, in New York, was n close friend of Brownson,
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and secondlies. He found himeelf in the position of pouring the dead word
into dead ears. Conversation hed 1ife; one spoke without feer of cries of
heresy. One spoke as an equal, not as a petiy Qapo, cutting arbitrary pat-
terns of theology into minds of dough. Put the Purchase Street pulpit was
mother matter; it was formal and cold., Under the condltions, he gquestioned
the institution of the minlsiry.

It wae not that he had lost his bellef in Qod; his faith was unfailling.
Emerson snd Alcott seemed to have banished God to some world of abatraction,
where He became an unbominiaun.intblligunga, a benevolent source of energy,
an infinits moral f’o&a, an Infinite Being of whom men’s minds sre finite
particles, He found moreaccord with Browneon's view, ase expressed in

Charles Flwood. 'The univerge and its meker were geparate, according to

Prownson, who offered an ingenious theory of crestion, with which Ripley
was nightily teken. The universe was a volition of God, Juet as & man's
will to raise hie arm iz 2 volition of that man, The man and his intention
‘are separate; in the game way the universe and God differ, 2lthough tre unle
verse is as dependent on God ss the volition 18 on the mag.gsz
Ko, BRipley had not lost faith., YHe and Parker and others of the t ranscenden-
tal group had enough of it to send them inke strange places, with stranger

company. One such ogcasion was the coanvention of the Millerites and Come~

vuters at Groton, in August, 1840, 254 Ripley and Parker welked to Concord,

Eﬁa@n@#@u Ripley, "Orestes A. Brownson's Writings tre Dial, 1, pp.25-48,
July, 1840, There were flaws in this argument. The universe, if compared
- o the arm which the man had raised by an act of volition, instesd of %o
the volition 1tself, would be part of a fine, pantheistic system. JPut
Ripley cited the argument without criticiem, which meant, with assent,

as Ripley always stated his differences. As Drownson received Ripley's
applause for his writings, it is legitimate to judge that they were in
accord in regard to the dusliem of God and universe.

234
Henry S. Commsger, Theodore Parker (Bpston, Little Brown 2 Co., 1936),p. 158.
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CRAPTER XIX
RIPLEY LEAVES THE MINISTRY

In May, 1840, the Ripleys went to Hewhéwpton for the ordination of
John Sullivan Dwight. The sermon was dslivered by Ripley, and the charge
by Dr. Channing. 3By a strange colnsldence, the same week that marked the
qgeuing; of Dwightts miniatry, marked Georgetls first stens towards closing
his, While with Dwight, Ripley composed a letter to the proprieters of
Purchase @treet, resigning his pastoral charge,

'E@ the proprietors, whoae only previous communication from Ripley
as pn;gg hed been a report on the respective merits of wvarious hymn-
books, the letter caused considerable coneternation. They ceased their
deliveration ahoﬁ% a pew tax to help vhai‘r; alling budzet, and sppointed a
committee of five to draft & suitable answer. Ripley'!s letter stressed

their chisf worry, the lack of funds.

B g
‘B §. Hroords of the Thirteenth Congregstional Church, in the American
Unitarian Associstien. Sunday, April 7, 1839, .




141

Horthampton, MHey 21, 1140,

¥y Respected Priends

¥ loarn with regret that the pecuniary affslirs of the Chureh ore not
in & prosperous conditien, T zlso understand that a means aof nroviding
fundes to meet the arxnenses la now the sudject of tacusaion,

Under these clrcumetances I feel that 1% is due hoth fo you snd mieed !
to exprese my own views with the perfect frankness which has alwasrys mnriked
our intersoursse

fur conasctinn was formed in the beginning with 2 M1l viewy nf the dif-
fisulties which it invelved,««the moat sangulne friende of the Church were
not confident of its success, and cn the whole I do nnt kuow thet our oresperity
hag besn lesas than we had ressnn tn anticipste. There have always however
besn neny discouragements; @ at times theae hnve ueen sn zreat, thot nathing
tud n senge of the kindness I have receivsd at ymur hrnide end the conviciion
that my best endeswvor wne due to you szo long ne they were dealired, hes pre-
vanted me from regueasting to be discherged from your service,

1 ¢onnot then aveid desning phik the proper ocoasinn to say thet 4f the
gupport of ny office should be thﬁagﬁ% Yurdensoame pr iaexpedient in the de-
liverative jJudgrent of your body snd thg Seclety, which you represent, it
would be my desire %o relincuisk 1it. g;g yourr interests carn be betier rnroe
notad by other hrnde I wish that they mssume theb trust., 1 have now laboured
with you for neerly fourteern yeersg; I heve done whet T could to accomplish
the purposes of our ponnection; and under the present reistion it iz not
l1ikely that = minlstyy can Ve esgentially 4ifferent from what 1t hrs Deeng
I do not fecl thet I osn do more in the time to come than I have done in
the past, Y1t these convietions I am bound to give you the option of pre-
perving the nregent connectiong it v mé&be e antter nf free will and of
gond will on both sides onr 1% onn b@“gw@&ﬁrntiva of nn plessent fraits.

I beg thevefore thel vou will Aleounss the sublent so far as you desm neces-
gary wlith the sume freedom sz if the guestion were naw tn he teken on my
settlemant for the first time.

In msking this gcommunic  tion I trust $oo much to your cander Lo suppose
that it will be aseribed to wveariness of my duties or a wanit o7 =titachnent
to ny soclety. I wish tn arnsult the Common good, withoul peculiry refersnce
to mreelf, On former occasions I have felt bound o you by ties wnieck Y
eould not nrevall on myself to bresk: the seme feeling vameing on my pard;
tat I shel? creerfully adent s differsnt one 1f I were norsusded trat 14
would meet with your wishes or bte to your sdvsntage, an’ in whetever sphere
I mizht be placed ! should not cemse ¥n relolce in your welfsre nr’ be prate~
ful for your friendship,<°0

2361@&&. George Ripley %o ithe Propristnrs of the Purchsse %tresrt Chureh,
omy. The corresmondence between Ripley snd the nyomristars, ut nnt
the secourts of the meatings or comrittesg, ls pudlished in Jeorge
Rrley, A “rrawsl- Eﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ.imﬂﬂ&gﬂ' Drakels Prmmtlets, 1841),
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™e follewing Sunday aftemoon the proprietors socented the letier of
reply drafted by C. 7. Oartwright, Gcorge 0. Smith, J. H. Thayer, Scmuel
miney, and Richerd Austin,

Roston, Hay 30, 1840,
Reverend an' Desr Sir,

™he Undersigned were sprpointed a commiltee by the Pronsleters of the
Congregationa)l Chureh in Purchase Straet st a mesting held the laat Bablath,
to acknowledpge the receipt of your communicntion of Nat {net, and to nabe
& suitsble vreply to the sanme. In eonfarmily thereto we heg leave to zay
thet 1% sannnt be disgulissd that Turnds sre, and elweys have baen, =0 emsall,
that our stanling committes have bdaen gblired to use great sacnomy in all
of their fiscrl eonmerns, btut with such egonomy and by coocasionsl temporary
sdvances of smal’ sumae by our Lremsurer, for sghert perinds, we have been
snnbled 4o meat every exigency:; snd we trust thet in fubure we shsll gon-
tinue o be able %o mest such dermsnds osn the Trensary as oy necessitlies
nay ¢al’ for, the Propristors having sgreed to advence the Taxeo on the
twenty ner gent. Heving thus far suscessfully semoountaved the J1fficulties
which existed at the time sur Soclety first sprang into Yelng and hawving
mointained our moglition sbout feurteen yenrs during a lnrge rartien of
which perind commevclsl emdarrassment having weighed heavily upen us, we
cannnt but hops that we ahell mot only dontimme 4o neel our ourrent e
penees, but Shet we sha’l be anabled to pay off sur existiasg deby, which
by relieving us from ihe chavrge of aboud $we hundred mnd $ifty dellars
anpasl interest, will odé thia mmount $o ocur meeng with swhiler tn weed
sur gurrent exr-endes.

- At the present tine, about thiviy pewe belong %o the anslety.Of thise
munbar twenty-six yidld ne reverme, this it is that hae produced » went
of funde, »nd the consequent necessity of walsing the Tmxest Wt we hope
soon to hove these pews oocupled, and the income from whioh in cormection
with the sdvance in the Saxes wil)l no doubt in ¢ few veprs encble us to
pay off our debt and radeem onr property from mortgoge. ‘itth this frank
statapent of our pecunlsry congerns we hope yeu will not be diserurnged,
but that you will oonsent to continmue ze our pastor, that we oy receive
from your office thoae lase ns of instrusiion which we velne, and {n our
sooisl relations, to receive those marke of kind regard and eonsolstion 7
in private affliction, which ym are preeminently qualified to sive; and
which have alwayas beon so glven, ae to require earnsst thanie,

We beg to sssurs you thot we think the continusnes of the Saolety
in Purchape Street mainly depends on your contirusnce as Paslor, mnd
that should you leave, a oonmiderable portisn of those whe have formed
strong atinchmente for reur private wvirtues, would also lsave; and should
these avants take place, we donot now nerceive how the bnlonse of thie
society could without s very consldersble aceessinn of nembers, grent
that support to a pastor vhich duty and Justice would sesn to requite
of them, In cloeing this commniestion we are sure that we should do
sur constituents injustice 414 we not aspure you of thelr grest ner- v
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Ly

sonal regard, snd that our regerd is no less ardent.
and trust that you may be listened to in future
and interest with which

ministry <37

*e therefore hope
with the same pleasure
you were heard st the commcncement of your

This frsnk, generous, troubled letter wae written on the theory that the
pastor's worry was financial, Forhape the good proprietors thought thst
Ri_ley's resignation wes mersly s courteous gesture of concern over the
church!s budget, and that having absolved him of any blame, they might exject

him to continue as before. But the transcendsntalists, when they heard of Fipley's

%
ection, knew that it was the end.2’8 Fi;:ley, c=eeing his flock's concern over

the effect his departure might have on the financee, gave them breathing time, He
wrote Duights

Ky effzirs with Purchase 8t. sre very satisfszctory just now, I sent
the lettef which I showed you. This e¢sme upon the Proprietore unexpected-
1y in the midst of their deliberstions, as to the pecuniary condition of
the ehh, %hat an absurditiy such s phrase implies,--ss if the sgoul, or
any ¢ombinstion of souls, could be viswed in monesy relations. By letier
was reierred to & lerge Committee, who re oried an answer to this effect,
thet though the prosperity of the c¢hhy in r-gard to ite income, was
not 80 great as could be wicghed, thsy right snticipsate beti r times, if
I remained; theat my de.srturs would dephive the society of such & large
proportion of its best members, &5 to endanger its existencej and that,
it wa: esrmestly desired that the .reseént relations should continue,
This letter weg unanimously adopt-d by the Proprietors, & duly received
by me. The movemsnt has celled forth expressions of atiachment & in-
terest, Irom all -uarters; end everybody sssures me, thet my; resignation
would ceuse = loss which the foclety could ill sustein, Ynder these
circumstances, L mean to give them & breatbing-time, in ho.e¢s that within
& year the pepesration may take place, under better suspices toc all con-
cerned than &t present. I zhall send trem s communication before long,
plaecing our econnection on this ground, paking it temporsry in every re-
spect, enéd, meantime, as far as + esn in such & sphere, cerrying into
operstion my idezs in regard to s fre=e chh, I find, * confess, s dis-
crspancy between my o:n general views & those which prewsil in the chh.
that would surprise me, anyrhere but in Lostons The mass of our people
have no conception of the first prinei l:se of 1liber:1 Chrty. They wisgh
for a prisst & & spirituel guide, not to gsy dictator , rether than for

237 Ibid., C. B, Cartwright, “smuel "uincy, Richard fustin, Jos=yh H. Thayer,
Ge rge G. Smith, to George -1i;ley. C .py.

=38 Fmerson Letters, II, pp. 197-9. Ralph “2ldo £merzon to Margaret Fuller,

May 29, 1840t "What & br:ave thing kr. Ri_.ley hae dons, he stands now» a8t the

h=ad of the Church milit:snt and hi: ctep cannot be witho.t an important se-

guel,” PP, 297-8 n., Margaret Fuller to F=lph ¥aldo ‘mercon, MayJSl, 18.0:

kv Ei lev is most ba py zbout the ate, he has t-ken.®



& fraternal helnper, They would rather be exhorted than enlighteneds
theoy profer the religion of » oot to the vellsion of the soul, =nd a
nan of phylscteries an' phiases has more? walue in Shptr eyes than
one whose lins havwe been bdurned by the Foly Shost. 2

On Ooteber 3, Rinler grested his parishioners with a nrinted letter
of s~me 7300 words, in vhich he very courtesusly stated that he was re-
slgning, and gave his reasons for doing so. The fear of heresgy confined
a prescher %o thresdbare topics, from which none of his hearers wizht de
thauzht to disngree, Under guch olrcumatances, "he ocan never spesk with
the sarnestness anl 1ifs which become the messsnger who basrs the Word of
God on his lins, ¥ 40 He himsel? hed not escaned this regtraint,

I wae fully seumnible thet I was suffering from this in-
fluence; that I had not strength $o resist the formality
snd eoldneas which are Lresthed froa the atmosphere of aur
phurches; snd thet, unless ws could all break away frow
such influences, it was wholly in wvain for we %o spesk sny
lenger in this pulpit .... I thought thet a ohange in the
sdainietration of relizion here would We for our mutual
sdvantags, T d4id nnt fesl at lidbersy to propose any im-
nortant alterations in the prineiplsa on whleh our worship
was condustasd, while =t the ssme time I was certein that
without some ghange my mialstry PPE you ecald not be
earried nu with sny vital power,

The questinrng wiicgh had arcused interest in 1R28 wvere those of the
Unitarisn controversy. But, since then, e new order of ideas hed marisen,

"he agsential vrincinles of libersl Christianity ....
mede religion 4o comsist, not in any speculstive docirine,
Wit in a divine 1ife. “They sseorted the unlimited free-
dom of the huaen mind, =nd not only the right, dBuit the
dusy of private Judgment, They estadlished the kingdom of
fod, not in the déad past, but in the Lliving present; gave the
spirit a supremacy over the letter; insisted nn the necessity
of pointing out the corrupiione of the chureh, of swveening
esey the treditions whiok obsoured the simmplicity of truth, and
urrell every moul to Tress on to the highest atialimment; %o
forget what was behind, and never to be ktent bag from expressing

239 deorge Rinley o Johr Balliven Dwight, July 7, 1340, A.L.8. in B.P.L.
better blotted. _
Life, 1.68. A Letter %o the Congrazational Church in Purchase Zirest.

241 Tbid.,p.68
+




1ts convictions by the volce of suthorisy or the fear of

man. A portion of the 1ideral clergy felt 1t their duty

to gayry ocut thess viewsi to be falthful %o their princinles;
not $o shrink from theiy aprlieration, tut to exercise the
freedon which God gave them in the investizatinn of trath

snd the enforcenment of 1ita practics) resulta, They ceuld not
linger around the grave af the past. The experisnces of
nanhoed enlarged the concertion of their puplilaze. Ther

had been tauzht thet no eysiten of divinity monaopolized the
truth, and they were po more willing to be bound by the
prevelling oreed of Dosion or Canmbridge, than thely fathers
hed been by the presoriotion of Rome ar Jensve. Tut in

these aonclusions they were divided from some of thelr
brethern, It was thought dengeroue ts contimue thus the
progress which hod Deen commenced, Libarsl emirches begzan
to fear liberslity, =nd the wmat hereties] gect in Mristendom
to bLring the oherge of belng so agninst those who gsrrisd oul
its swn prineinles. Thay who defended the progress as well

ne the Treedem of thought were apenly denownoed us infidels eee.282

The terma of thic passnge mey have beon generalized, Wt few could fail
3o recognize 1% se Ripley! ii auﬁohiﬁgmw, even ir} the favarits s.hasifi
term of Andrewa lnerion. In She next passage, the genersl imstinn wne
dropped, and the pronoun "I* took its place. Rinley :iatm& thet he 414
not wish the eongrogation to share in sany hereey whish had been imuted
to him,

In his preaching, he had never never brought before them ohilosonhies)
discussions, which had no bearing on sheraster., WNelther had he tried to
inpose his thoughts on them,

1 have slvways maintained that wholever else a minister

might 4o feor h-iu people, he aould not moke hie own thgﬁh%,

or prayer, or good life, a substitute far theirs ....
if & more zuthoritsrisn manner of presching hae been desived, he ¢rn only say,
he regrets it. In the ohurch, onre shsuld meet on Yorma of egquelity, irre-

speetive of birth, rank, wealth, or station.

242 tpi4. 0. 68.
43 vd: ,p. 72,
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The zrest fach of Jumen equellty before God is no% sns e
1et the heart vemsin eold; 1t iz not = mere speculative s
stractiony it 1s somsihing more than m watchword for a polliiiesl
party to gals power with, snd then do nothing to cerry it inte
preoticnl operntion; 1t is a deep, smolemn, vital truth, written
by the Almizhty in the laws of our being, announced wiith terridle
distinotness to the sprressor by his beloved Son, and plesded
for by all that 1s Just and noble in the promptings of our ne~
ture, Yleme e for it if y-u will, but 1 ocannet behold the
degradation, the ignorance, the poverty, the vice, the ruln
of the soul, vhich is everyvhere displsayed in the bosom »f Uhris-
tisn sociedy in our oity, while men look 1dly en, without a
shudder., I esanot witness the glarisg {wesunlities of onndie
tion, the hollow pretonsion of pride, the scornful apathy
with vhich moxy arge the prostrntise of man, the burning seal
with which they run the ¥ooe of sslfish competition, witk nn
thought for the elevntion of their drethren, witheut (he sed
eonviction that $he spirit of Chriset his wellenigh disappeared
Trom sur churches, and that the fesrful doom awalte us, “Ip-
asmuch as ye& have not done ¢ unto ane af the least of tmw,
& have net dese it undo me.® 2

But in these sentimente he has besn met with misunderaisnding and lack of
gympethy. Thder such aimmmu, 1t is bust to examine thelr relution~
ship for defects fatml to u;; qxiasamq.

3elieving as he does thet no a!smwéh sdmitted perfect 1iberty. of ahmf
snd @xpression, he would heve nsked to be dlacharzed before thia, if he had
not felt peculisnrly bound to his soclety. The letier from the pronriestors,
and the exnrasvtions of the wemberw of the comnittee, have been of the mosd
kind, Yence he will remein for a limited verind., ieasnwhile he ranounces
any pecunlary clalas upon them, which is not = volunSsry gift of sveryone.
The svates of pew ovnerghilr he dlalikes becsase an owner ls induced to
reunin in » church in which he has no i{nterest. The true ehurech which he
eavisions would be one where #1) ‘restrictions would he removed, where the
ninister could spesk freely %o thuse for whom he had » messsge, “The baasls
of worship in such = ohureh would be fesling, not speculstion; the nizt-

farm woild be broamd enough to welcowe svery mtw mirde .,..9

244
toid. ,r.74 .
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e universe would hs their Bible.
Ve thep turned his attention to two sliecaes of raform; thai of the
individunl and that of soclety.

There is a class of persons who desire n reform in the
nreveiling phillogonhy of the day. These are called Trans-
cendenteliste, bessuse they belisve in asn order of truth
which transcends the erhore of the externsl senses. Thely
leadisng idea ig the surremcy of nind over matter. Yence
they meintain that the truth of religlon doer not depend on
tradition, nor historiccl facts, but bes mn unerring wilness
in the soul. There is a light, they belleve, which en-
light 4neth every man thrt cometh Ints the warld; there is s
faculty in sll--the most degreded, the most ignersnt, the
oAt ohscurse--%o vercelive gpiritusl truth when distinetly
presented; snd the ultimete mrvneel on #l* nmorel questions
is not to a jJury of scholers, a hierarchy of divines, but te the
comnon sense of $he humen rzee .... If you 28k me vhether I em-
brece every unistellisible production of the mind thst i
moted from mouth to mouth: as Transcenfentalisn, I answver,
thet if Aoy wen writes so ne not to be understood, bs he
Transcendentslint or Heteriplist, 1% 1a his own fauli, nod
another's .... There 1l anothey ¢loss pf perssus vhe are
devoted to the removal of stuses thot prevail 1n madern
society. They witness trne opnreszions that are done under
the gun, and ihey cannnt keep silence .... The nurpsse of
Chriatianity, na 1 firaly hazlsvgg is ¢o redsen nociety ne
wvell as the indieidusl frosm sin, 25

As a Christien, he opnoees intemmerance, slovery, war., ‘s wearmest symprthies
are wiin the poor.

Hie finel vowd tn the congresgation was that Lf they dAiffered from the
sentiment of the proprieters, he would go »t once; 1f they did not decline
his services on the terms which he hsd stated, he would stay. Than, with
courtesus expressions of atéachment to the chureh, he ended the lstter,

On Gctober 18, the nroprietors apnainted a commities to confer with
thelr pastor, which consieted of Richard Auetin, Ssoryes G. fimith, John Bellard

mad J. K. Nﬁww11?46 Oharies Cartwright declined to serve, The counittee

24% 1bid.,pp.84-E.

246 _kS. Records of the Thirteenth Congrogetions] Church in the American
initarisn fesccisting,




renorted, on Hovembar 1, that Ripley hed told them he conslidered it his

duty to go, =nd wighsd to have this committee dissolved on Anril 1, 1841,

On Jaonuary 1, 1741, Ripley sent in his finsl letter of resimestion,
Jansusry 1, 1841

My respected ¥Yriends,

In & communiestisn presented to ithe scclety on the lst of October
leat, I stnted the conditinns on which alene, in my eovinlons, our conneatinn
as reople snd pastor oould be continued with mutual plessure an’ sdventage.
Wnile the views and sentiments ¢xpressed in the communiontlons has been
receivad in s friendly manner by Shose to whom 1t wes adéressed, I have
seen no evidence trhat they sceord with the conviciions of » sufficoient
proporiion of the snclety %o warrant the hone of 2 successful exercige
of the minletry under the present relations, 1 ask lesve, therefor,
respectfully to resign my office ns Fratnr of the Purchase Street Zon-
gregrtionel Church, snd request $n he dlspharged from the warformance
of ita dutisz after the expirati~n of the nresent gquartar.

Witk gruteful remembreance of the kindness snd enndor which have
marced your intercourse with me, »nd sincere wishes for your fulure
progmerity,.... 7
The resisnntinon was regretfully sccented 2t a meating of the oronrietors
on Jemiary 24, snd a comwitiss swmninted %o draft s reply. The commitise,
consinting of Jemes B, Zichardeon, Seorge 0. 2mith, ant Joeilsh M. Iones,
submitted = letter to the proprietare, and two resolutions, whieh were
unnninously scoented., ‘Te firat reeolution thanked Mirley for his long
ard faithful service; the seecnnd reconmended him "tn the Christlso world
as 8 Christis-n Minlster in every wey worthy and every way aquslified to

248'mnd gteted resrel a2t his derarsure,  Abauit twn

prerah the GSospels,
hundred signstures were fired to the doousient, Rinley continued tn nresaeb

a2t Purchase Strsetvnntil the lsnet of M reh, when he delivered hisg fovewell

34711)1(1

248 rnia,
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awuoursgflg In this sermon, he ewpressed his fondneass Tor the soclety,

his hone to see them fram time to tine, and his wishes for their future,
He preached once more to this congregsitlon, when he cvme from Drosnk

Farm to deliver ihe snddress tn tre yeonle st ire ordination of his suoe-

eessar, fA«v. J. I. 7. Uoollidge, on Jenusry 13, 1842,

9 i .
George Ripley, A Ferewell Dlscourse (Foston, rake's Pamphlets, 1840 .




ORAPTIR XX
GRFESIS OF BROOK FARM

In the aspring of 1841, the chatter over Bostonian tea cups was con-
siderably enhsnced by the fact that the respectable Hev, deorse Ripley
had not enly reslizned his pasteral charge, on grounds that could enly
be described as eccentrie, btut m'@m to West Roxbury, to found some
sort of cowmunity, the nein -pﬁmuq of which were Tarming snd school-
terching. This fact was true emough, Put what lay behind 187 What
were imi ressons for Ripley's adbrupt preoedure, and when 41d he decida
on the scheme?

¥hen Ripley hnd sent his first letter of resignation to the pespristors,
in sy, 1840, he 8till intended te presch somevwhere, sccording to his swn
principles of frese speech fn the pulpis. Margsret Fuller, who snw him
in Boston at the end of May, ulé Smerson about & conversation with
Eiylcy.

My, Hipley is most heppy in the step which he has taken, He
seens pevborn. The day you vent %o towm with ms »s we were $alk-
ing about it, I told him what is thought of hin as a prescher,
and expressed doudts as to his bPeing able to Build up o chureh
here. I told him I hoped when he broke away he would enter on
some business and leave nresching, but he said he could net de so

without » %risl; thet he kmew as wel)l sa anybody that he hed
never pireached, buti that he had much he longed to say and was



151

sure that in euitable mlsgwna he zhould be sble to breathe out
whet was so iiving in him,~20

Ihe ides of a church founded on free in-uiry and the right of ,rivste Judg-

ment war In strong poscession of Fipley in July, =8 his letieor to John fulll-
van Dwight shows., By Laptember 25,adother idea seems to have sroused his
imeginetion, In & letter to ¥illiam Henry Yhasuing on thst deie,Yames Free-

man Clerke ztated that the preveiling idea of the time gesmed to be compunity
life, as suggested byrﬁapp’arlﬁwsnz “Er. ﬁigley BppRaTS f@%magtihg #nd effere
veseing to a high degree with<th55ﬁ ideﬁs.*gﬁlVOn Qctober 1, Rl ley congored

the ultimestum to his chureh which he presented three days later. On October

15, he charged out at the Bosten Athenacum hie first book on agriculture, snd

ey
¥4

snother, eight daye later.<- %2 Bsrgaret Fuller talked with both Eipleye and
sent her impreegione to Willism Henry Chenning.

In town I czaw the Rijleyz,~~Mr R. mors and more wrapt in his now
project, He ig too ssnguine, and dorg not take the time to let things
ripen in hie mind, yet his aim iz worthy, and -ith hies courage and
elear mind his e¢xperiment will not, 1 think, to bim at lezst be 8 faiw
lure, I will not throw any cold water, yet I would wish him the aid of
some equal end faithful friend in the bepinning, the rather thati his
osn mind, though that of z captain, is not that of a conjuerar. I el
more hopeful as he hullde less «ids, bubl cs2onot feel that I have any
thing to do &t present exce;t Lo look on & eee the corsl insscls at work,

Ballou was with him tonight, he seemy & do nright _srzon, clear as
to his own purposss, and not unwilling to jermit others the gursult of
t}:“iz‘& [

Sophies K. read me her letter to you. I told her the truth thst I aan-
not understand her mental processes, and that shat she pays sounds to me
factitious nt first, though my confidence in her alweys prevents sy in-
dulging sueh 2 thought,l undersiand her hsband muc) batter, though = ame gou v

"0 pgerson Letters, LI, pp. 297-8 n., Morgsret Fuller to Felph ®aldo “merson,
May 31, 1840.

“3k gg i s Freeman Clarke, Autobiography (Boston & Ne~ York,
idverd E. Hale, ed,, Jomes Freeman Viarke, graphy
Roughton ﬁiffl%n, léQl). p. 133. Jemes freemsn Clarke to Fillism f#, Channing.

752 Charge Books of the Boston Athenseum, 18394k, p. 4.
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dissimilar, and she usually goes higher and sees clearer than

he does. I can talk wlth him endlessly though not deeply,

with her I cen go only e step, tbgggh she loves ne & I her,

she seldom misunderstands me....
According to this calender, the chief decision of Rijley's life was made
in three months. If he had mede up his mind by October 1, and Clarke's
letter suggests thet he had,bh? must have anticipat=d & refussal of his
stern terms from the Purchase Street Church. This is quite probable, be-
cause by September 20, he had begun to doubt the functim of the church.

Thet enterprieing spinster, Elisebeth Felmer P:ebody, in & letter to
John Sulliven Dwight, describes the debate &t two meetings of the Transcen~
dental Club, and makes clear Ripley's thinking.

eeoMr. Ripley had his sey--very admirably too--& maeking

no small impression of the reality of the evils he deplores—-

the key of which is thet the ministers & church zre upheld in

order to uphold a soclety vicious in ite foundations--but

which the multitude desire should continue in its presernt

conditions,~-Mr. Hedge, on the other side elojuently de-

fended the Church--which ( as Catholiec ) has given a true

culture to the imsgination in cresting Gothic architecture in

ell its varletiee——& painting....& which ( as Protestant) was

educating the Reason, but he yielded to Mr. ¥i:ley that the so-

cial principle was yet to be educated--the Church of Hum=nity yet

to grow~~but @m another branch from the samz trunk--& not on

the ruins.”54
Ripley hinted such an outlook in his letter to his church.

The method in which he set sbout olving the woes of society seems now
igolated and fragmentari; But in 1840, there were abundant reasons why
the ides of a community ‘hould occur to s r~former., First, the dsy and

age was one of such exgeriments. There were a number of religious comrmunitiege-

communities in the atrict sense that thelr government wss communistic, which

53 Merg=ret fuller to ¥illiam H. Channing, Jct. 25-28, 1840. A. L. &. in B. P. L

£,
204 Fligzabeth . Peabhody to John vullivan Dwight, Sept. 20, 1840. A. L. 8. in
B. P. L. The mestings were at Parker's and "here" which may be dtherethe

femily house or the bookshop, but moreprobably the house.
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Brook Farm's was not. One of these, at Zoar, Ohio, had greatly impreased
the Ripleys by its order, prosperiiy, and cheerfulness. There were purely
social experiments, such as ¥ew Harmony project of Owen's, founded in 1825,
which died two ysars after it wes born. Adin Ballou, the apostle of non~
reaistance, founded the Mopedale Community a year after Ripley founded
Brook Farm. Second, the pastoral idea, which had been in chargze of Ripley
for fourteen yeare, was not lightly abandoned; he wasg used to his flock
around him, to dolng good, asslsting, advieing. Again, the sentimentality
wvhich surrounded the ides of sgriculture among neformers and transcendentzlists
alike, softened the blow for anyone, who, advocating a self-sudsistent com-
munity, might have bamlked at going out among the rutabage®®® and practicing
rugged independencs,

The idea, once admitted, took complete possession of him., To estadblish
a little comnmunity, which should be self-gufficlent, whose members would
combine nanual work and intellectusl occupetions, whose rules should be only
those of the highest morality private and social, whose spirit would bve
that of brotherly cooperation, would be the getting in concrete form his most cher-
ished ideas, The little children of the community would be guaranteed sn
education, in which their elders might participate. Olass distinctions would
be abolished. By eliminating competition, the wices attendant on it would
dissppear; by substituting for it cooperation, the kindly end Christian virtues
would be given a chance to develop. In time the socliety would inecrease by
the addition of other willing and convinced members. The l1ittle state would

indeed be a reform from the heart out.

aBb Riplsy's commonplace book, abandoned for seversl years, on Nov. 7, 1840,
shows his calculations on the profit to be derived from rutabaga.
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One of the enrlisst apmpathisers with the projeet wie Dr. Channing,.
As umund, the grest Unitardsn had anticipated the idess of the younger men,
Whan Mpley made his deeision, Chamning had slrvesdy

eee Tor o very long tine &reamsd of ax assoalasion in wvhich
the members, insiead of preying on one snother, sad eseling to
put one annther down, after the fashien of thie warld, should
live together as Jupthers, seeking ~we nnother's elevation and

spiritus)l growkh,
Williem Henry Chasning, however, flatly costradicted the 1des ithnt hiz uncle
hadl muzzested the project,
of course my unole deeply sympathised with his rounger
friend®s hevoic effart, and wished sl! success te the movement,

ws». lan 414 not encourace 1% so far as ! oan m&ammm,ﬁr in his
wlpment, he distrasied the prudence of the snterprise,

Ripley, howewver, hal soevers] conversatiors with Uw, Channing on the subdjost,
and recelved the Best wishes of whileh Yilllse Wenry Charning spoke.

Aong with high dyeams of a new snd nodle stats, oone awarenses of one
stern reslity. loney. Deyond snything elses, Ripley hated to talk about
nonay, He never even uged the teorm, but tried %o aleak the wulzur feact snd
his esbarressment with the longer synonywms
ultimete unshroudsble rook, Frovisions concerning 1% had to be meds to
finsnee the project. The plsan finally hit upon was a Joint stook cormany,
vhileh would pey wkwﬁma five per cent,

« Fowever, nmoney ressined the

e seeond nesd of & commanity was manbers. Aleott had last interest
in the scheme whan he found 1t 414 nnt gontain enough of his reforms, Perier
distrusted soclaliss. Mut of Xmerson, Eipler had high hopes, To the snge,

ife, p. 118, #1llse Zllery Chonning tn Adin Pallew, Peb, 77, 1941,
%w #ipley's dealeion took place before the witim of this letser,
the time clepsed gould mot be called wery long.

Jorm Thomas Godmnn, Bveok Farm (Postnn, Arens Publishing Oa.,109243, pp.
A=Y,



ke wrote explaining his venture, and asking Emerson $0 become a member.

. Our objects, as you knsw, are t0 insure a more natural
union between intellectual and manual labor than nov exists}
to combine the thinker and the worker, as far as possible im the
same indiyiduel; to guarantes the highest mental freedem, by pro-
viding el]l wish leYor, adapted to their tastes and talents, and
securing to them the fruits of thelr industry;: te do away with
the necessity of menlal services, by opening the bdenefits of edu-
‘ogbion and the profite of lador to all; and Shus to prepare s
‘soblety of liberal, intélligant, end aultivated persens, whose
‘relations with esch other would permit & more simple and vhole-
some life, than oan be led amidet the pressure of our competitive
institutions....

An offer hu benn MQ to us of a mnm estate, on
very reascnsble terss, on the borders of Newton, West Roxbvury,
end Dedhan., I am very fanmiliar with the premises; having resided
on them a part of last summer, and we might eearch She country in
vain for anything more eligidle. Our propesal now is for three
or four families %0 take possession on the first of April next,
to attend to the cultivetion of the farm and the erection of
buildings, to prepare for the coming of as many more in the sutusa,
and thus to commence the Insiitutisn in the simplest manner, and

185,

with the smallest numder, with whioh it can go iato operation at all....

The step now to be taken at once is the proouring of funds for
the neceasary eapital. According to the present modificatioen of
our plan, a much less sum will be Bscessary thean that spoken of n
our discussions at Concord, We thought then $50,000 would de
needed; I find now, sfter a gareful eatimate, that $30,000 will
purchase the estate and bulldings for ten families, and give the
reguired surplus for carrying on the operations for one year,

We proposs to raise this sum by a subsoription to a Joint
stook compeny, among the friends of the institution, the rayment
of a fixed interesst being guaranteed to the sudseribers, and the
subsoription itself secured by the real estate....The sum required
‘cannot coms from rich capitalists; their instine$ would protest
againet suoh an applioetion of thelr colns; it must be odtained
from those who sympathise with our ideas, and who are willing to
212 their realisation with their money, if not by their personal
cooperation....

1 osn imsgine no plan vhich is suited to carry into effeot
g0 many divine idese as this, If wisely executed, it will de »
unht over this country and this mge. If not the sunrise, it will

be the moraing star, As a practiocal men, I see clearly that we
lmt have some such srrangement, or all changes less raiical will
be nugatory. I bdelieve in the divinity of lador; I wish to "har-
_vest my flesh end Blood from the landi® but to do this, I must
sither be insulated and work to dissdvantage, or avall myself of
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the services of hirelings, who are not of ny order, emd
whon I oan searce make friends; for I must have another
to drive the plough, which I hold. I cennot empty & cask
of lime upon my grass alone....

Personally, my tastes and hadits would lead me in an-
other direction. I have a passion for being independent of
the world, and of every man in it. This 1 could do easily
on the estate whioh is now offered, snd whioh I could rent
at a rate, that with my other resources, would place me in a
very agreeable condition, se far as my personal interests were
involved. I should have a city of God, on o small escmle of
my own; and please God, I should hope one day to drive my own
cart to merket and sell greens, But I feel bound $c sscrifice
this privete feeling, in the ‘hope of a great social good. 1
shall be anxious to heer from you. Your decision will do much
towards settling the question with me, whether the time hae
come for the fulfiliment of high hope, or whether the work be-
longs %o & future generation....

I recollect you said thet if you were sure of compeers of
the right stemp you might embar: yourself in the sdventure; as
to this, let me suggest the inquiry, whether our Associstion
should not be composed of various olasses of men? If we have
friende whom we love and who love us, I think we should be con-
tent to Join with eothere, with whom our perscnal sympsthy is
not strong, but whose general ildess coinclde with curs, and
whose gifts end abilities would make their services important.
For instance, I should like to have & good washerwoman in my
parlsh admitted into the plot. ©She is cersainly not a Minerve
or & Venus; but we might educate her two children to wisdom and
varied sccomplishmente, who otherwige will be doomed to drudge
through 1ife, The same is %true of some farmers and mechanics,
whom we should like with ue,.258

The project almost tempted Emerson to join, It was composed lergely
of his friende; it put into execution meny of his fevorite principles. The
schoocl, in which the faculty tasught the subjects in which they hsd grestest
interest, wes an inducement. For a month he remeined reluctant to refuse.
But at the thought of e society, he felt all hie “quills rise and sharpen, 259

The reform motive left him completely indifferent, for Emereson was the

258 Life, pp. 307-312.
269 Emerson Letters, I1I, p. 362. Ralph ¥Wnldo Emerson to Mergaret Fuller,
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CHAPYTER XXI
ARODUS ¥ROM BOSTON

The milk farm where the Ripleys boarded for the summer of 1240 was
a delightful place for the laxy days of summer vascation. Weat Roxbury
was not too far from Bosten to prevent their going to the city for the
day, but, at the ssme time, it was in the genily relling country, where
the viata;s were wide, and the roads were flanked by treees inestead of houses.
The farmiouse stood on a little rise of ground, overlooking a brosd meadow,
through which trickled the grassy little broock which gmave the plsce 1te
name, Brook Farm, Behind the house was a low ridge, mads sharnly pilcturasque
by outerops of conglomerate among the lowgrowing bushes, The Ripleys ine-
dulged in revery amid the chmrms of the scenery. A preotical farmer would
have seen immedlately that the ridge was of no conceivadle use for farming,
and the soil thin. A trucker could have startled them with gone information
about the rates for hauling from Boston. The Ripleys, having conversation
with neither, ssuntered along the pathe of the countryside and dronk in
the air of the warm summer sfternoons, wnlked the two miles to Theedore
Parker's church, or took a carrisge over to Jemailca Plain to see Margaret

Faller.
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¥hen the idea of the experiment in a more Christlan way of life
took form, it was only natural that West Roxbury should return %o
their minds. Oeorge Ripley bought the place in the winter of 1340
from Charles and Maria Ellis and on April 4 of the following year.
noved out to get the place ready for haditation. Sophia remalned

in Beston until the last of ﬁay.360

With Ripley went Frank Farley and
William Allen and a hired 2irl from Maine, Migs Peabody described the
activity going oni

They cleaned the stable asrranged the houss ploughed

end plented--going throuzh the hardest & most disagreeable

worik they will ever have to do. They aleo every day milk

their cows, and such 1s the effect of regular feedl

that already they give 1/3 more milk than at £iret. 291
In a fortaight after their arrival, they were Joined by Hawthorne and
Warren Burion, Sophia spent three of four days s week there. Marisane
Hipley taught scheool in the next town.

Fractical Kiss Peabody was very worried about the way the pudlielty
was not being handled. Ripley was reluctant to print a nrosnectus.
But at least on May 11, there would be a meeting in the large Peabody
parlnr,‘for the benefit of people combining interest and cash. The
chief tallting point would be the school.

Sophia, down in Boston, was finding her duties more onercus than
Ripley at Vest bebury. She was closing the house whoere they had been
very happy, braving the Boston public, and saying good-bye. She told
Dwights

The nasty pudblic etill asks queations sceptically

whioch is rather annoying when we go into the world, and
our friends sometimes annoying us still more hy gpeaking

Elizabeth Palmer Peabody to John Sullivan Dwight, April 26, 1841,
A.L.3. in B.P.L.
261 1p1a,
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of our enterprise as one requiring high, herelc valor,
whereas 1t haa never seemed to Beorge & myself anything but
the simplest, most every day affair posgsible. Parting with
the Parish {this entre nousz) hss been the hardest, because
we could not feel--ps the kindest among them seemed to feel,
that they were losing their all., Tearles:z we saw tears
flowing all sround ug~~and yet we never loved them so mucChe=
loved them better for their weeping--but the relati-n was
falge~~to sach & all & every partiug tear was the righting
of 1t, & seemed more like an invigorating dewdrop than an exblem
of mourning. Many substantisal proofs of kindness & farewell
letters wers dellicately offered in the most affecting way--
a few gentlemen presented us with nesrly $58Q--& the most
beautiful garden tools to a larsger smount.

For the company st Brook ¥arm, she hasd nraige sand blame. The bouquets
went to Willism Allen, the head man, %o Frank Parley, to %our nrince
princely¥ Hawthorae, but not even 2 whiff of one to Rev. Warren Burton,
whom she found decidedly without charm, snd still lesz ts Lloyd Fuller,
Margaret!s problem brother, ¥%who has all the Fuller faulte (entre nous
agein) without their merits."” Soon thay would be sixteen, including
various children entrusted to their care. At the end of the month, Mrs.
Rivley herself went to West Roxdury and the stransge experiences vhich

awaited at Brook Form.

263
Sophia Bipley to John Sullivan Dwight, May 6, 1841, 1841, A.L.8%. in
7‘3' Fo Lo



CHAPTER XXII
BROCK FARM CHRONICLE

If anyone had told Miss Marianne Ripley, previous to the beginning
of Brook Farm, that she would one day be seen by a crowd of people,
walking around a pine ¢rova,_4ygssqd;§s Queen Eligabeth, that good
sohool teacher would have been sadly perplexed. But one fine day she
41d Jusz thax, aad hsr brcthar, Rev, Gearga nipley, as !hﬁkespeara,
was ln”the-pagnant with har. The purihanicai 1ines of her faca ware
softened with excitement, and nhe beamed wlth smileg over the crepe
paper mff, which the good lit‘!.le Albam' Ratoh boy, John Ven der Zea
Sears, had so carefully constructed. FRe was there somevhere, =2z a
herald, gorgeous in makeshift splendor. Somevhere, too, was i{iss Amelia
Russell, a mirror of Bostonisn propriety,watching‘éith anxious eyes the
young people whom she had spent several good weeks in training to do the
minuet. WYhatever the guests may have thought; no one of the members of
that happy community saw any subject for wonder in the spectacle. Brook
Farm was the region where metamorphosis in éutlook 88 wel! as occupation
was the order of the day.

The members of George Ripley's community were gathered tocether,

for the most part, by the game grezt idean teAload their lives more
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completely and sincerely, in accordance with the highest promptings of
their nature, than they could in the world outside. They hoped that
the contagion of their example would bring about meral reform, in even
& little way, in the society which they found an insurmountsble barrier
to observance of the wost exqguisite dictates of consclence, & soclety
in which war, slavery, oppression, and corruption were ingredients.
They worked hard, were badly housed and monotonously fed, but had the
exuberance of the idems to wiich they were devoted, the pleasure of
each other's company, and the satisfaction of talking sbout their most
unworldly dreams and nost scrupulous principles, without danger of being
thought ridiculous. In sddition, most of them were young. Ceorge
Ripley, at the time he began the experiment,was only thirty-nine.

The chronicle of the little commmity falls into two parts, the
" transcendental” and the practical pericds., The first and slorter
dated from the beginning of work on the place in 1841 to ths enlarge-
nent of membership in 1843; the latter from that time until 1846, when
the enterprise came to an end, There has been & great deal said about
the chan e of the atmosphere of the place after 1843; perhaps it has
been overestinmmted. Although it is undoubtedly true that there was
some friction between the first errivals end tlhe newcorers, who were
generally of humbler station, both groups sce: to have been snimated by
dreams and desires of the good life. There may have been, and undoubted-
ly were, the shiftless, the incompetent and the cyniesl in the later
group, tut they were lost in the number of sincere souls, who held the

same hizh hopes as the first group, if they expressed it with less
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telent, The same entertainments, the sgame sacrifices, the sawe efforts
were made during boih periods. The hipghly cultured Ceorge P. Bradford
mey bhave been considerably more attractive than the honest cobbler
Lewis ¥, Ryckma , but nelther Bradford nor anyone else was more earnest
and devoted in the pursuit cof his ldeals.

The examples of cheerful self~sa¢ri£1ee were (George and Sophia
Ripley. George chose for himself the hardest of the fhrm work. Sophia
labored for ss much a&s ten hours at a time in the laundry, until her
fingers bled. This she varied with general superintendence of the
girls, with teaching French in an accent that had been acquired abroad,
with an Itelian class in which she and Bradford read Dante in the
ori;insl without a teacher. On rare occasions, she visited her rela-
tives in Cambridge, but never shone mere in wit &nd brilliant conversa-
tion among her hereditary surroundings than over the washtubs at Brook
Farm, where other workers eagerly gatbered sround., Of the conversation
with which Sophia dazzled the laundry, not a hint remsins; of the humor
for which her husband was famcus and which heartened the farmers in
their weary moments, all that remeing .is & number of wretched puns,
which fell into loving minds, and afterwsrds blossemed horribly forth
in the boocks of reminiscence,

In Sophia there wes a peinful antagonism between the conscience of
one who rejoices in the betterment of heraself and others, and the
tastes of a sensitive, highly cultur@d woman. 3he wrote Kargeret Fuller
about the problem brother, Lloyd Fuller, and then proceeded to more

general topicsgi



I belisve I have no more Lo say dear Friend, =ith re-
gard to businens arvsngemsnte, but I zust tell you how well
we are all sstisfisd (I trust without fansiloiem) with the
suesaga of our exparizent. Our life aatisfies ny consclence
batter than any I knee—& 4n time I think may be &odifiad to
By tagste also--plessuras rultiply, rood wovds & kind dends
abound--sone amony us are truly nobls, all mean to be good--
& the few aho are not what we =izk nre improving from ithe
setion on the pard of the othsrs. With theome main things
right, trials srs lightly borna & soom forgotisa hers the
manuseript 18 born we have passed through together haa
terzinated I belisve &n beiier .nowledge of each olher--%e
have all lesrned B groat dexl--more peprfectly _erhape than
in any six sonithe of vur Llives belors,

Ths constitution of Brook Farm, drewn up 1o 1941, #es elgned by
the stockholders: Ooorge Elpley, Hathaniel Hawzthorms, ¥inot Pratt,
Charles A, Dans, William B, All«n, Bopbia Hipley, Earis T. Fraty,
Sarah F. Stearns, Rurianne RBiplsy, and Cherles O. ﬁhi%m&r&.ﬁé& The
oificinl nape of the enterprise was the Brook Fars Association for
Agricalturs and Bducstions The songtltution yrovided Iive per csne
interest on stook; instead of intersst, & sioekbholder aas sntitled %o
tuitlon for sne student for every share o stosk, & sharsholdex
mipbt zithdras his stogk aftsr twolve months'! notive, The offiecers
Biregiion, Minot Pratt, ¥illiam B. Allenj Direc-
Ltion of Pinenge, Nathaniel Harthorne, Charlas A, Banas, ¥Willlam B,

y of Eduyention, Soyhia W, Ripley, Charles A. Dane,

Karisnne Fipley., At a neating op October 30, i841, it w=as agve«d to
trangfer the proparty Cerserly ownasd in Geovge Rijlay'z nome Lo the
Brook Farm Instltution, snd do the ssme +ith Merisnns Bipley¥e echosl.

Bosrd znd tultion for boye oas £4.00 & week, lor girls, #5.00, for

263 Soshis Ripley to Bargeret Fuller, Japt, 3, [1@&1} AL.B,. in H,C.L.

264 Lifs, sp. L12-5.
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chlldren under twelve, 53.50, esclusive of wasiing and ssepurate [ire;
board for menbers was one year's btoerd for one yeer's labor; olhervise,
$4.00 a week, including washing; children under ten, half ilie price.
The little community was harassed by debt. On October 11, 1841,
the trustees, Ripley, Dana, Hawthorme and #illiam Allen, exscuted two
mortgages on the place, to the awount of §$il,00C, wxactly §50C more
than the price named in the deed of transfer. 265 710 meet the various
expenges, the Institute had two mein sources of income: the ferm and
the school., The former conpumed the wmore time and energys the latter
wes the cilefl means of euppori, Ceorge iipley t.au;;ht philosophy and
s hematiog George P. Bradford, literature; Johm Sulliven Dwight, music
and Latin; Charles A. Bm; Gernan and"&reek; Joln 8. Browm, agﬁ_&;ull-
ture; Sophiav. Ripley, hiatory‘ and modern l&ngn&gas; : Hannah Ripley,
drawing, The primery school was presided over Ly Marianne Ripley, an
experienced school taacher'; the infemt. acﬁool was in charge of /bigail
Horton., In addition teo the classes, lectures were given in the even-
ings, and e books from Ripley's library circulated freely, 266
The personnel shifted alrmost deily. Hawthorne lasted for an
intermittent flve months. e admired the lovely scenery surrounding
the place, end worked on the msnure pile, bul found that the latter
predominated, George T. Bradford took his departure the year of the

enlarged membership. The memner of hLis going proved hie reputaticn for

2658eorge Villis Cooke, John Swllivan Dwight (Boston, Small Maynard,
1898), pe 54. Hereafter this work will be refarred to as Dxight,

2@®. Amelis Russell, lome Life on the Brook Farm Assoclation (Beston,
little Brown & Co., 1910), pp. 105-6,
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appalliang honesty. In &ll pwnitanca,ghe called together a numbér of
people to haar his parting confession: that there were times when he
would not have bathare& to save the life of Charles A. Banafaﬁ? That
brilliant young man, whose college career had been cut short by fail~
ing eyesight, remainad for the duration of‘tha experiment; so did
Dwight. Yerren Burton left at the end of the first period, to retum
to the life of a clergymsn in Boston, The attractive Curtis brothers,
Ceorge 7illliam and James Burrill, belong to this period, as do the
besutiful Mres, Almira Parlow, Deborah Gannett, and the sharply observ-
ant Ceorgiani Bruce, an English girl. The show-pisce, Charles XK.
Newcome, mysterious and profound, was & young author in wiom Emerson
tried to {ind genfus. Hinot Pratt, the former printer of the C:oristian
Register, wus the chief far er and Pipley's right hand man. He had a
strongly poetlical side to his nature, and when ploughing often sal-
vaged the wild rose bushes, and planted them along the wayside, This
habtit of his was strangely symbolic of the delicacles of Prook Ferm
A.riculture. At cne time, Ripley had four members of his family en-
gaged in the experiment: his wife, his slster larisnne, ldis cousin
Hannah Ripley, and his niece Sarah Stoarns.

The religion was that of a non-sectarian Christianity. There was
no officisl pastor, and there 1s no record that Ripley ever preached
& serron or offered a prayer. %illlew Henry Channing, on his frequent
visits, fiiled the place of unofficisl chaplein, and the merbers were

free to attend or not, as they wished., Some went to Theodore Parker's

267, lindsay Swift, Brook Farm (New York, Mscmillan, 1909}, p. 92,
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church in the town, others to Boston. There wes the widest variety of
belief among the farrers, and they accounted tc no one for thelr reli-
glous preferences. Complete religious freedo: was the order durlng
the entire course cf Brook Farm's existsnce.

From the outset, the crying need was money. There were mortgages
in the beginning, and two vore added during the course of the little
coununity. There were expenses for hauling, food, supplies. A4s esrly
&s December, 1841, the situation was serious enough for Ripley to write
Ererson and ask him to invest,”68 which the sage shrewdly refused to
do, although he did pay the expsnses at the school of & boy, Francis
Eronnfgsg To Ripley, it must bave been nothing less than maddening to
heve to consider all the angles of the life Beautiful from the stand-
point of dollsrs and cents. The construction of an ideal community
required simultaneocusly one that would work, While antagonistic to
the social structure, it wes still dependent on that social structure
for existence, While the Brook Farmers denounced competition, they
sold thelr vegetables in the Boston market. %while they disliked the
system of capitalism, they relied on persons with capital stock, The
tressury of the poor little community had either to drink what it
could from the tainted well, or shrivel up with thirst,

In the beginning, Brook Farm wes a product of transcendentalism,

though of the mors practical side of transcendentalism than of the

S R B N S LTI

268, Ceorge Nipley to Ralph Taldo Emerson, Feb, 25, 1842, life,
PPe 312«le

269, GCeorge Ripley to Ralph Waldo Emerson, Feb. 25, 1842, and follow-
ing letters, 4.L.3. in the Ralph Faldo Emerson Memorial Associa-
tion, hereafter referred to &s R.W.E.JH.4,
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Emerson variety. Two letters show that Ripley considered himself more
closely sllied to the school of social thinking which distinguished
EBrownson, ¥, H. Channing, and Alcott, than to the Sage and Thoresau.
He wrote Emerson, apparently in surprise end pleasure et the coinei-
dence of their ideas. ;
Nade
¥y deer Kr. E.
The first part of your M.S8, was given to the printer,
& you will have & proof of it tomorrow or next day, I pre-
ume.
I cannot refrain from telling you the true joy which
your piece has given me, I find in it the clear & beauti-
ful expression of thoughts which hsve long made me rest-
less ,~—~vwhich forbid me to be happy withoul the attempi to
realize them.
It greatly and pleasantly confirms my falth in the
objects for which we are now living, to perceive that the
idea in which they are built has taken sueh strong hold
of another mind,

I hops you will yet see gome of your visions made sub-
stantial in the 'City of Cod' which we shall try to baildg-&70

The second is to Orestes A. Brownson., After having discussed the sub-
Jeet of young Oresﬁes, a scholar at Brook f&rm; Ripley turns to the
natter most heavy on his mind, HNot until Hov., 1842, had Brownson
noticed Brook Farm in his review, and then with the faintest of
pralse, fainter praise than that of Elizabeth Palmer Fealody's en-

couraging article in the Dial at the begimning of that year, 271 He

wrote Brownsong

PET

270, George Ripley to Ralph ¥aldo Emerson, n.d. A.L.S. in R,W.E.M.A.

271 1life, pp. 120-6,
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I hope that you know me too well to beli.-ve that any
small thing «~ould diminish my great res, eet for your in-
tellect, or the sincere friendship 4+ have cherighed for
you, from the first of our acquaintance. ¥e have truly
sympathizged as few men have done: you have always
quickensd ky love for humenity: & for no smsll share of
what mental cleasrness + may have, sm 1 indebted to the
hours, of guiet, plesssnt intercoursze 1 have enjoyed with
you, If I had never knocwn you, I chould never hawe en-
gaged in this enterprise, 1 consider it &ss the incarna-
tion of those transcemdent&l truths, which we have held in
comnon, and which you have done much to maxe me lova., To
perceive the worth of man as man, to see through ths hole
lowness & injustice of our socisl conventionallism, and to
regolve on the reform of uy osn householid wers with me
almost simulsaneous acts. This rosolve atiracted kindred
spirite--& here we ar~, This is the mot d'emigré of all
our movement. Nor can I but feel gratified in se«ing
lofty political wisions embodied in the most truly demo-
cratie socisl giate, that I have ever xnown--small as may
be the ground ylan of our edifice. You know the keen en-
Joyment I took in the discussion of the most abstract
theori-ss these theoriss however all bors on the jossible
future of humanity; and now in living them, shall I con-
fess, there is an inwsard dellipht, such as one sould zearce
dresm of--830 grest, sg to g.roduce & disineclination-either
to gpeak or write about them~-so much mors interior is the
daily conscious ness of 1life, #ith the vivid feeling,that
th: gre-t revolution in ay life _len wasz the inevitable
fruit of the ideus of which you woet velued me, I »ill own
to romething of disap odintment, Lhat you should give us so
little symgdhny or recognition, when a kindly word would
have been chesring, smidst such s temgest of abuse, ss
fell upon us from the old conserv.tive sky. But never, ay
dear friend, have I {elt estranged from you, or ceased to
believe thet you would one day comrm to something like a
ferling of pazternity for our ivfant ho.e. Amply,too
smply, I knowx,have you Justified this beli:f in your re-
cent article, And now :+hat is the yart bet .een you &
me. Let up live on & loveon Ctill; assured that all good
worde & just works are eternsl es God.

Your last article revivee my sncient love of meta-
shyeicg., b&s yot, + have only resxd, not studled it. I wean
to give it & fair HNearingt & meantime, hope to see you.

As to your guestions, it is true that some of our
young, people a e not yuite free from nonsense. They un-
conseiously worship F. W, E. with & t@ blind adoration, &
like that master, express themselves confusdely. They are
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pure, simple souls, ﬁpparently without an erring instiﬁct;

& their besutiful,divine lives would seem to sanction

their doctrines. But their _racticsl influence is not

bad. Our current here sets &ll the other way; & as a

place of education, for either s+x, we.mre so guarded &

balanced by & host of influences, that I apprehend no

evil g$§u1ts. You must consult those who have had children

here,< (%

In 1843, it tecame evident to the coloniets that whlle thir life
might be idyllic, their finances were not. Rivley, trying to save his
little state, welcomed to it artisans who had not previously been in-
cluded in the organisation, &nd errsnged for setting up rorkshdps.
These people, cerpenters, shoemakers, craftemen of various kxinds, were
of a different group from the original colonists. The Brook Farm
Institute for Agricultire and Education had been yrecisely that, with-
out any provision for industry. There seems, at firét glance, some-
thing c¢0ldly eslculating sbout Brook Farm's willingness to be saved by
the exsrtions of people it had formerly rejected, but, in exoneration
of Rijpley, it shoudd be pointed out that he had never in theory re-
Jected them. In practice, there had been no fecilitissfor them. As
far as considering them as z cless was congerned, he sas Jerfectly will~
ing to have them st any time,as hls letter of November G, 1840, to
Emerson, indicates. He had envisioned receiwing people of humble
accupations, so that each might _rofit by the other's abilities, and
that their ehildren might have the benefits of education. The oecasion
for their admission was the necessity of making the ideal community the

workable community 28 well, but there was no reversal of Ripley's poiicy

in the means by which this was to be brought about.

272 George Ripley to “rest s A. Browmson, Dec 18, 1842. A. L. S. in
Rotre Dsme Yniversity.
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At the time of the enlargement of Brook Farm, when some of the
plder members had left and been succeeded by people who were honest,
sincere, but without the heighte and the depths of the transcendental-
ists, »nd the practical side of Brook Farm threatened to dwarf the
contemplative, Sophia wrote Emerson & long, incoherent letter. The
neaning was often obscured by the sidylline utterance, but revealed
a despondency which the ¥rook Farmers never knew posseased the brilliant,
reserved woman.

Brook Farm, July 6

My dear Mr. X

¥What is 1t to you that I like the Dial, & what is it to me
that you should know 1t7 & yet I cannot dbut tell you how rich
& strong & faithful to its early intentions the last number
seens to me. It is really the first Dial we have had., It
takes pessession of one, haunta one's dreams, & ie the first
thing we think of when walking, FHow the writers stand side by
side, like Margaret's sodiac of Grecian divinities, "mere the
sister & queen, there the brother & prince.®

What sense & practicsl American talent in union rare
with taste & knowledge & wit do we find in those notes on
architecture. What a fragment of a sea journal you have
drawn-out, (as we hear) from bdehind mome counter, throwing
for the time "Pwo Years defore the Mast®, & all of the
things of the sort into the background,

Then how $true to both sides are Ellery's letters;
fresh with the recklessness of earliest youth & yet giving
us the results of mature thought. Until told 1t wae so,

I believed these letters veritable extracts from those of
Ellery & Mr. VWard, when they were cocllegze youths, wondering
at the extreme manliness of the boys, & now wondering

8till more at the boyishnese of the man.

liargaret's article too is the cream of hersslf, a little
rambling tut rich in all gond things. Then how regslly have
you overlooked the English. You can hardly know how, like &
blessing such vigorous pages come t0 ones gittinz in soli-
tude & the dnmps & shadows of evening gathering around the
heart at noon day. V¥hen we are powerless it 1a cheering to
feel that the age is strong in a few true men & women whe
ean do this age's work & prophesy of the next.
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I will tell you how much, not now alone, but always,
I feel the want of those arcund me heres who can do . the
age's worke~a want more keenly felt by me than 1t would
be by one who teek a standpoint of more divine gerenity,
but st1ll a real want, We have "great wealth of neture®
here as you truly sald, &, if I mistake not, a free &
vigorous atmosphere for it to unfold in, 'but I dally &
hourly mouwrn~-unwice as it was to mourn, at the prodi~
-gality with which 4t ias wasted away, I see everywhere around
me those who might prophesy of the next age to the present,
of sternity to time, prophesying only to thennlw:, easting
their own horoscepe, impertinently prying into thair own
emotions, or intoxicating themselves with the excited emana~
tionw, of others; feeling the rising & falling of their own
pulse, perhaps recounting its variations to the meanest
friend, The lives of ocur best pecple here, as elsevhere,
are narrow & dreaming, or overheated. Clear crystal spring
water is not their drink, dut sweetened, diluted beverage,
perhaps spiced wines. .&nﬁ vet, if ther are born to pmphcv,
will they not in God's own time?

Then though, faithful, like the servant to their sl-
lotted task of the hour, how are they rejecting the human
side of life, turning their back upon the world's work, even
when they believe it must be done, & enmnobling it not by
the seer's eye & prophet's lcok, casting their cares upon
the merely practical men & women of goclety--oven to the
elevating them to a height they have no title to f1lll, even
to rulers in sll the externsal ongoings of life. The movement
of working here through the hours & days emits no fragrance,
kind hearted as they are, so wrapped & swatied in selfisnm
are they while the narrow garret of the solitary student is
filled with the sweetest odours dreathing out of every crack
& oranny upon the passer by, if he but pursuees his lonely
strength unconsciously in single~hearted self-forgetfulness.
What Joy I feel that in the small circle of your nearest
friende the oraving heart may find such scholars & such
writers as we need. 8o rounded, so streng, so self-sudb-
"sisting. Did you not like our Cousin C. A, D.'s sonnet
addiressed to 21l trus hercea? It was an organ tone though
a monotone, His life is deep~toned too, though not wide,

The other Brook Farm poem wae very graceful, a spedimsn of
the best our young men ¢an now produce, while they refuse
themselves to deep experience & in place thereof indulge in
sentiment. Is this only a stage with the best, or must ve |
open our broad acres to a new race, before we see them wrought
& trod Ly men. The ground-plan & foundation of our structure
suits me well. Many traits in the characters of the builders
or those who with folded arms only look on, I look at guite
reverently almost enviously, it has been good for me, & is
atill 80 to be here. I think life could furnish me with .
nothing better therefore I am content, & ought not to lmaent
if a finighed edifice riges heres, But I 4o not despair even
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yet, Some may ask, you will nnt, why I have intrded

upon you with this letter., I cnan only say, Just now 1t

was not & now it is written, & after vninly lookins for

a man or woman where I have most hope to find them care

I when T hail somesnne whe appears to me such on the horieson,

Since writing the laet lines I heve had the nlensure
of seerinz some $rue men & women among our Shaler brethren,
vizorous in spiritual 1life, definite in their aima--rnhust
& equal in practice. Do you know anything adbout them?

One of the vomen——a saint & prophetess misht have sat for
a ploture of Floisa in middle life. The lprgeness of the
best persons we saw & their open future surprised us,
They inlked of Mr, Lane & My, Alcott's vigii as an ers in
thelir lives, & brother Willism Leonard said he was "ever
8o carried away® in his life as By their conwersation.”

With affectionnte remembrances to Mrs. Emorson....
on July 29, of the same yenr, she wrote Emeraoh again, still
incoherent, astill obsocure, stlll orrneular, but with the daﬁnue
statenent of the strugcle between the tastes which shrank from her
aszocintes, and the conscience which would zive =11 peeple a gond
stmosphere in which to grow, ss well as herself,
8at. July 29, 1849

The good spirit heas spoken most cheerin: words to
me through your letters, & I feel moved %o tell you that,
end at the seme time to say scmevhing further of the larce
elass of nersons of whom we have been Just now speaking.
The "drguarrentype® as you term it, "of one horse" is the
same for sil horsesz, as far as the sutline, =air, nttitude
& bearinz of my originels are concerned but a8 some times
I have the gift I do not deny 1it, of &wslling exelusively
on sons beautiful trait, or divine expression vwhich chrrme
ne from the contemplation of the whple; dbut as a whole,
exch strikes me as weak and inadequate to life's objects.
An? thie, separate fronm all self reference, for you enn
hardly resligze how unimportant the result of ocur under-
taking or any undsrtaking, seem %o me, except that of
leading the novicet 1ife. As remskings some of the eternsld

273 .
Sovphia Ripley to Ralvh ¥Waldo Fmerson, Julry E. A. L. 8. in B. Y. B. M.A,

Endorged "1843% in Emerson's hand.,
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obstacles to much a 1ife, for myself & others, I chiefly
wvalue our echeme, & gratefully accept cooperation; but

1t 1s not as cooperators but as men & women that I look

on our friends, & demand no more of them for being here,

only hoping that a healthier atmosphere may furnish a

better chance for wigorous youth., I do not wish or naed
stronger parsons about me hers than elsewhere, & an grate-
ful for all the ormnmental groups or solitary figurea re-
rosing in the shade at noorp--or gazging on the setting sung
but why do they not with clear strong vision meet his
meridien glsnoe & chellenge him to run his race with them?
¥hy ant live & move with head orect under ,... his rays instead
of walting for the reflection of the last upon some flower or
1nke? This worship of bYeanty & unceasing life search for it
is 1% not, after all, only living in the outskirts of truth,
Beauty & truth are sometimes told %o us to be one, ut my ine
ereasing conviction s, that Bomuty is the attitude of truth,
not truth itsslf, that we may gase on it forever, but 1t will
not take us %o the center--~& that 1ts pursult & study are
enervating crusting some of our strongest epirits, Let us
1ive truly, & we shall be beautiful, for in this sense truth
& Deauty are on® .... 4

A arrivdl In 1943, as a guest rather than a member, was Albert
Brisbane, the ardent disciple of the Prench philosorher Chnorles
Fourier, whose work he hnd popularized in the columns of Vornce Oree~
‘ley's Tribune, snd his own intarpretation of Pourier, cnlled The

Socinl Destiny of Han.?’® me aystem of Tourier was built on the

foundation thet an allewise God had decreed an ordered universe.
The stars kept mathenaticslly te their courses; there wns & fixed
hierarchy i:a plant and mnimel 11fe, There was the potentiality of
order in the socinl state of man., BRank on rank, these different
classes of interacting beings formed a grest an'! universsl unity.
To achieve the co&ioty for which it was intended, the humnn race

274 gopnia Mipley to Ralph Waldo Bmerssn, July 29, 1843, A, L. s

in R, W. B. H, A,

276 missell, op. cit., p. B1.
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had progressad through four stages of socinl strusture, of which

the lnst, oanlled givilization is slovly giving way to a fifth,

called guavrantylss, In this stase of scclety, the evils coused by
the competitive commerce of civilization would be checked by & aya-
tom of guar, anties, or agreements detween the differant moecinl groups,
The young would be guarantesd education and care, the 61{1, provision
for thelr dsolining yoars., lLabor would be entitled to a suitnable
wage, and a share in the profits of capital. There was one higher
state, onlled Assosiation, 2’ in which men would band together in

commnities called phalanxes, so that each nember could follow his
chosen type of labor, by which all would benefit., A grest advantage

of this stage of society would be economyi ench comamnity would have
but one kitchen, one bLuildinz to house the body politic, and one
nursery %o take care of the children. Fad Fourier confined himgelf

to practical suggestions, he had much to offer of wrlue. Fe antieipated
such developzments as the spertment ‘hoass, the dny marsery, collective
bargaining, old age ineurance, pmfﬁ gharing. There was o gread

deal thet was humane in his principles. e placed the blame for

- sin m soclety. His renmsons, Nowever, show hin as mathematical
rather than paychologicnl. We deposited a universe of corplete order
and then sudbdivided. XEverrthins that exlsted had its place, for
wvhich certanin natural tendencies or passions fitted him. Thege
tendenciez are gnod and make for the xmiﬁram unity. Thwart them,

78 Fourisrists did not call themselves so, Wt Associationlists. In
tha Wroadest sense, an- persons vho advocated living in an assoclias
tion, for moral an! economic reasons, were Associationists zlso.
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existed in their conception of the relation of God and man., The
transcendental view wna that the humnn mind could penetrate truth,
which existed in the Divine Mind, 7The springs for action lay in
oon%emﬁlation, in inner questioning. The individusl wes fres to
consult his reason or not, and act or not act on what he gaw therve,
According to the Fourterists, Ood implanted certain demdencies or
paseions in every moul which he sent into the world, in Just the
correct nroportions to fit that soul for its alche in the divine
order of the universe. lMany of the results of the two doctrines
wore the same, In either case, ulf trust became an obligation,
But E‘mrlerzm k:lnm!. all the npcntsmezty of the tramseeudental
imw. mea the m&ivi&uglf was wound .up and get ticking, contact
The faot that Ripley vas both mﬁhmaticul and humanitarisn
met have ean&rﬂmta& largﬂ.y to his ad.aptima of the views of
Fourder. The total unity of the Fourleristic universe, even when
broken down inte the categories of Pourler, uhich‘ had no apoarent
basis in reason or fact, offered no repulsion to the Brosk Farm
teacher of mathematics. The doctrine that everyone had a place in
the gun appealed to hls humanity. lLong sge he had viewed soclety
with m&# here was a carefully considered gtatement of the nature
of the evil, The idesl soclety as seen by Fourier had all the gualie
ties of a balanced equationt on one side, all! the individusls of
the world, with all their individusl, divinely implanted passions,
on the other, all the different taal::ﬁ in the world that should be

done. The problem was $0 get the two together, In this, civilization



with ite enforced labor was a contemptible fallure, and on it
regted the guilt of the erimes which gond and nure tendencies,
perverted, nroduced,

Sophia, looking for some bond to atrengthen the union between
those whom her conscience would have her accert, and her tastes
reject, looked to comrmnity of nurpase ta form the bond., She wrole
Hargaret Fullers

This oneness of purpose, incluling of course much

kind consideration & tolerance, is the closest tie which

ean bind us ta the majority of men, i1f the ennscience,

which denonds some sort of time, is antisfied in Asso-

ciation, & to Associsiinn I purnose to devote my life;

all relations bul the nearest seem quite smnall) & secondary,

in presence of this purrose, excent so far as they throw li-ht
on its proctical workings .... ¥His [Ceorze's 1 heart warms

178

t0 associntion on a great scale, & here I warmly unite to him, *

The asgonirtion on a gZrand senle was to come in the reorganizations
of 1844,
| In Decenmber, 1823, George RUipley, ¥. H. Chamning, andi Charles

A. Dans, attendsd an Asaociationist convention in Boston. The con~
vention was not entirely a Pourierist affalri Adin Ballon wns there,
urzlng Chrigtisn communism, 3t the followers of ?ourigr gaom Lo
have carried the day.gvg

In January, 1844, the Brook Purm Association published the

secnnd edition of its Constitution, with an Introductory St=tenent

in epcepirnce of tha doetrines of the French philloesopher on universs

2nd praectliesl soclal arrangements., The guggestion weg sdvencesd thrt

78 garhia Ripley to Marrarat Muller, n.d., A, L. 8 in ¥. C. L.

719 Deisht, pr.o3-4

1
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Brook Farm be recognized by those in agreement with FYourier as a
practioal trisl of hie views. Reorganization begen on a much more
complex system than had been in use before. The "transcendental*
period was over.

The never ending problem of {inancing the venture precipitsted
the adoption of Fourierism at Brook Farm. A crisie early in 1843 had
resulted in the enlargement. In the sutumn of 1843, there was another
financial crisis, and grave doubts of their being able to proceed
further. Much was expected of the ﬁov type of organizatlion, which
highly organized the industry of the ylana.aao There was another in-
ducement, which may heve hastened the trensition. Ths New Yorkers,
Greeley, Bédmund Tweedy, and Marous Spring, were Fourierists, and in
September, 1843, Ripley was looking for “five men in New York City
who would dare to venture $200 each in the cause of social reform,®281
At some time in the spring, Greeley and Tweedy took stock in the enter~
priae.252 There are gseveral interpretations of these facts: first,
that Ripley's conviction of the soundnese of Fourier's system preceded
the decision of the New Yorkers to take stock; second, that Ripley
sllowed Brook Farm to follow the majority opinion of the Brook Farm
Association, without whole hesrtedly agreeing with 1¢; third, that to
receive the support of the New Yorkers, he put through convictions
which he did not share, which was tantamount %o selling Brook Farm
down the river. The most convincing picture is that of Ripley sincere
but harried by circumstences of the emergency. His later efforts in

the behelf of Assocleation were tooc hard, %00 self-sacrificing, and

280 Life, p. 189.

281 Oeorge Ripley to Ismac Hecker, Sept. 18, 1843, A.L.S. in Paulist
Archlves,

282 John Sullivan Dwight to George Ripley, Mar. 16,1846, A.L.S. in B.P.L.



too long %o admit of any other motive than convietion.

In March, 184F, the Brosk Farm Phrlanx wes incorporated sccordw
ing o $he laws of the Birte of Haserchusetis, In the same yaar, the
Assoclationlst Journal, the Ph-leanx,wns edited by Naborne Msodmnlel,
moved from Yew York to Brook Farm, and was relssued in a different
form as the Harbinger, The latter was a weekly Journal of sixtesn
=anges, printed in quarto ferm, Tmersnn, whon Hinler solilcited for
gontriutions, refused flatly to write for any paper whilch wra come
mitted to a specifioc doctrine, 283 Accordins to the prospecius, ithe
Haxbinser waas "levoted to the cmuse of a radicel, organie, socisl
refora®, of which ¥Yourler's principle of universsl unlty wes te bosis,
It would defend itse princiﬁlw #without rny sectarian dbigotry®, in
wileh ferms there seens io be o sliszkit contradiction, °n4 M each volune
was 2 motto taken from the works of Tvr. Chrmning, whe had diled in 1847

0f modern clvilization, the netural fmlts are con-

termt for others? rights, fraud, op-ressisn, a sambling

spirit in trade, rackless adventure, an® comnercinl cone

vulslions, all tending to Immoverish the laborer ant to

render everry conditlon inaescure. RBellef 18 %o come, and

can only come Prom the new apvlication of Christien prin-

eirles, of Universnl Justice an’ Universal love, to am%%

institutions, to commerce, to husiness, to active life, ~O¥
Among the eontributors to the Harbinger in the courss of its existence
wers Brisbsans, W, H, Chamnnings, Cranch, Dene, Dwish$, Parke Godwin,

Breeley, T. Wentworth Higrinson, Jnmes Tnesell Lowell, W, VW, Stary,

Proneis Oeorse Show, John Greenleaf Whittier, Villimm Bllery Ohanning

M3 Twight, vp.10%-4,
he. .78 Life, 1. 179

L,
m‘“’!’h@ Horbinzer, I, p.8, June 18, 184f,
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the Pourieristic dooctrines which he advoented, It was left to
Ripley to defend the charmoter of Orseley in the Harbinger, After
a partiouisrly viclous attack in the New York Zxpress, Ripley's

ugual quieﬁly earnest tones beceme stridents

It iz imposaidble to avold the conviction in read-
ing the diatribes of the ress, that they are prompted
lesg by 2 true interest in the Ccsuse of humon improvement
than by a vindlotive hatred to the Editor of thae Tridune ....
Rie popularity as Biibor hasg not made him timee-serving
and treacherous to the csuse of humanity. The inmense in-
fluence which he wields, has not been preserved by s cowardly
adzptation of his convigiions to the tone of publio santi-
ment. The heart of 2 brave and gemuine man has beat in his
bosom, and %o its high impulses he has never been false,
Put this is an unpardonsble offense in the eyes of thoee who
have fettered themselves to the dead carecses of consereatien .. .. 88

The attitude of the paper towards Fourler was defined by Tinley

in answer to the q,ttmk in the Democratic Reoview, the parer of Orestes
A, Brownson, who, in the %Shroes of his rvecent conversion to Cathollelanm,
wans oven less inolined than usanl to tolerancet

We trust theat the publiec will one day understand,
that as advonates of Association, Pourier is not our
Haster, but our Teacher., We do not receive anything bve-
cange 1t 1s set forth in his writings, any further than
is sastained dy conclusive evidence & facts...¥With the
speculations of Fourler, which sre admitted to be of the
boldeat charscter, we have no practical concern whatever,
We may study his daring speculntione on cosmogony, on the
relation of the planeta, with no purpose but that of mere
literary curiosity; and in like menner wé wmay rand his
descriptions of the possidle conditions of sooiaty in the
fu%ure ages of harmony, as if they were nothing but t‘w
dreams of s %00 ardent enthusilast,~

One of: ﬁbe dreans which mmcy was micuelv muuaﬂm wne ’@'nuriar'u
spaculations in regard tn marringe, vhich were not %o dbe put into
practice untll society had reached ths pa‘rfaétian towards which 1%

was nalnfully tending,

8 M" II, P 60,‘ m* 30; 1845,

9
Ibid., I, p. 60, Jan.3, 1848,
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house was the Cottage, shaped like a Maltese cross, containing a parlor

29

and a few bedrooms., 2 Gaunt Pllgrin Hall wes a double house, with large,

283

Vleak parlors, and many bedroonms, The Associatlion hired one small house,

outside the domaln, called the Nest,Z22%

In the summer of 1844, the Broock Parmers set sbout the conztruction
of the Phelanstery, a unitary tuildipg eapadle of holdins the entire popu-
lation. It was an obiong wooden affeir, one hundred an’ seveniy-five feet
long, three storiss high, with galleries running the lenzth of the bullde
ingz on both upper stories, B&ﬁiﬂeu a dining room, chapel, vparlore, it
contained suites of apartments for the uge of fanilies, and private rooms,
It was designed to house one hundred and fifty persons. Iy 1846, $7000
had been spent an it, and it was estimated that $3000 more would put 3t-
into condition. A great amourt of aff@ﬂ' and seerifice also wens tnto
the construction. 'The Brook Farmers cheerfully economized on their al-

, ready Spartan diet; with s grest deal of humor, and very 1ittle complaint.
Then came the Brooi Farm tragedy. VYhen work was resused on the new bullde
ing, on.z‘{amh 3, 1846, a dsnce was held in celebration, At quarter before
anine, it was discovered that the building was on fire. The dancers,
carrying futile buckets of water, rushed out into the snow, and watched
the fire spread through the unfinighed rooms, where the lathes were un~
protected by plaster. All that was rescued was a couple ol tool cheste.

The bullding was uninsured. 295 ymite with degpair, some of the Farmers

P2 mia,, p.s.

293 Swirs, op. ctt., p. 29.
394 &1",11‘ g&. eiti’ :pp. ﬁ&"-
298 -
Codman, op. eit., pp. 1927; Ruseell gp. cit., pp. 126-6,
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Banic, New Jersey, although Greeley promised the first one hundred dol-
lars he got which dtﬁ not belong to someone elswe. Two people sent gifts
of money; one of them vho gent $100, suggested with the mathematicel in-
terest in multiplying the improbable which marked the Fourierista, that
if ninety-nine other people d1d the same, their worries would be over.
But the handwriting was unmistakably on the wall.

However imperturdably George may have conducted himself after the
fire, Sophia sesms to have suffered some form of breakdown. On April 19,
Marianne Dwight, a sieter of John Sulliven Dwight, wrote that Sophia hed
been quite 11, snd though better, was far from well. "0 gince 1845 or
even earlier, a new interest, Cathollcism, had entered her thoughts,

There 1s no record how strongly or how early her mind had turned in that
directlon. There were some Spanish cabhoiics at Brook Farm, In 1844, both
Brownson and Hecker had become members af‘tha& church. Whenever the ideas
came to her, it seems as if, wvhen one hope disappeared in the dlaxe of the
Fhalanstery, the other filled its space in her mind. By sutumn, 1846,

she wae in a state of m‘iruﬁal exaltation. She wrote her cousin Ruth
Charlotte Dana, who "loved to say that she had come into the Church be-
fore Newman had made it the fashion®,%Lana descrived her state of minds

Your kind letter of invitation to the sea shore came

following many Xind messages from you, none the less kind be-

causs they were sl]l unnesessary for if you had sald not a word,

& I had a spare day I should fly to you at your new home... It

would delight my heart to find two or three days, or even one,
to spend with you, but it seems now wholly out of the question,

%00, W !.. Rmﬂ nd. s Leﬂt}a !’m Bﬂmk M 1%»4? (nghkeapaie,
Vassar Gallagc, 195), P. 166,

301
Georgina Pell Curtis, Some Roads to Rome in America (St. Louis, Mo.,
B. Herder, 1909), p. 381,




following yeser, it was too clenr thnt the enter.rise

s4ill

& I have found such sebtisiechbion dn uy occupntiuns

suii #T that 4 eannot rﬁally regret an thing + losge

I cannot 1ook «f thew in trhet .oint of vies, kean-

nre not eparated. I fecl you slvsys noar Lo me,

tTd that whare there is eny sympatiy Petween belngs of the

ve ioos mystie tie of unien that hinds thery
regrance for the other, thet doss not breathe
ted friendshise.

come Lindrod, the
each coul hisgz
frow merely asnle

Thet glorisus summer wesiher e have hed, particularly the
lagt two or three weexs. 1 cannot dezeribs to vou the jsy of
my phyaicsl ~ristence those hottest doye. 1o e= r“d to ms 1

nzd & glimpse of thet mystle stste whers the : n“ifind
the soul zided & supportsd by Lt In irs .‘;\ :t zetion.
trod on air, my brain wss clear, my Ernne
of lubo* was too grest for me, four of five ho
all I resuired. I rose 2t 43 & went throueh
acroes the riride, & moct lovely walk, o

[ ::.

HEE

& thers we #2rs in the river ws_.bting tos s gyt 1L the long

evefe qere speent in th- woodo or & ledng SEESI A0 oo 15 -SUPN

goms fine boye with we & py gschool
raver-ntly did + congecruts it =t lts o
to 3ur lraoed Hother & nee’ 1 tall

¢ gusrded Lt =ver g.onee, Thank you for the A

I it co;.*f:tl; 28 ;lifmgw. On Fridey I -se in town &
could «g well av not hove hen Baghee funcrsal ormon- 34
L att-ndsd *1{h wass—~but did rjk wnow ol 1t till too l:ote i
sew three or four [eople sho ere throre,...

Can 1 describe 1o you my Lorror when

cema % found your sutunn rrevisry ip my

ecd it snfely loag ciace., Do send me & oo0d : e
an huncering & t&i”@tiHW. i #ant to rend you zoxs trsnsis

tions from French sssociative upers in the lats nusbarz of the
Hartinger, crowing the 90u¢tian 4 our rhalansterisn frisnds

T

e
“
-
4

to the Catholic “hurch--will you re=d them? 7' Harbinger is lik-~

# precious uhicld to me, & I would not ses it uged for curl-
pﬂp T8, or lamp-Lighters, cxee,.t to Lighit s toreh h-foure the
Izage of our Holy Mother., George hes l=nt as taa - remariksable
letter from &r. Srownson to him to chov £0 you.-”

#

aver, ki ley

zorked hord on the Harbinger, and to promofe the doetrines

Ly thie bishop.

oy

‘o, hia Kipley to Futh Chsrlottes Lons, Sept. 17, L34, AL.S. in

#ith Brook furm, things w=re going vu budly ns Lorrible, Farly the
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Yourier, gave a lecture on February 4, 1847, ecslled The Grounds of

Apsociation in the Spiritual Nature of Man, but for Brook Farn itself,

1ittle could be done. On Harch 4, 1847, at a meeting of mtockholders
and creditors, Ripley was anthorized to let the fzrm for ane year from

Mereh 1, for $350; and the Keith lot for $100 or more, 0%

On April 18,
at a stockholdery? meeting, Ripley was authorized to transfer the pro-
perty of the Corporation to three trustees, that they misht dispose of
1t at the best possible adwantage. 506 These trustees were Theodore
‘Parker, George R Russell, and Samael P. Teel., At a meeting of the
Americ:n Unlon of Associationiste, on May 12, Dwight's motions thet the
Earbi%_er should be contimuied at Drook Parm unikil Octodber first, that
the editora be given a salsry of $5.00 a week; that the Association
assume the expenses of the Harbinger, and that the Rxecutive Committee
make arrangements for the establishment of the Harbinger ir New York the
following emtuim, with an editor in Boston and rme in Wew York, were 21l
unanimously accepted. mln July, George Ripley was named General Agent,
and Fm‘ka Godwin editor of the ﬂm'biggsr for the fellawing antusmm. He
was to be aﬂtuﬁa& Ty liplay sn& Dana in Kav Inrk:,' asu‘l 'by bvight mﬁ i

W. H. Cheming in Boston, 07

On Octodber 20, a@pearad the last number of
the Harbinger to be gmb‘nshed at Brook Farm.
In the last epring at Brook ¥arm, vhen arrangements had been come

rleted for leaving it , George published 111 the Christisn ¥xaminer his

Swift, op. cit.,p. 25.
Ibid., p. 25.
Harbinger, IV, p. 176, May 29, 1847.

208
306

7
Ibid., ¥, p. 111, July o4, 1847.
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only poem of which there is eny record. Even the banslity of the plece
_ does not disguise the fact of his obvicus -ainceritys
PHE ANGELS OF THE PASY

My buried daysi~~in bitter tears
I sit beside your %tomb,

And ghostly forme of wvanished years
F1it througzh my spirit's gloom,

In throngs around my soul they press,
They fill my dreamy sight

With viaions of past loveliness,
And shspes of lost delight,

Like angels of the Lord they move
Each on his mystic way,~-

These turied messengers of love,
These heralds of the day.

And as they pass the conscious air
Ia stirred $o music round,

And verily a murmur of harmonious prayer
Ie bresthed slong the ground,

And sorrow dles from out my heart,
In exhalations sweet,

And the bands of 1ife which she Aid part
In blessed union meet.

The past and future o'er my head
Their sacred grasp entwine,

And the eyes of all the holy dead
Around, bvefore me shine,

And I rise to life and dmty,
Pron nizhts of fesar and death,

With a deeper senme of deauty, a
And a fuller strength of faith, 30

The wrench of leaving ‘Wnst Roxbury smst have been more painful to
Georze than to Sophia, who was being attrmtad'daapcr and deeper inte
the mysteries of Catholicism. In their last month at Brook Farm, she
wrote Ruth Charistte Dena:

302 Life, p. 197,
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ess L1 have been very much engaged w»ith teaching & company, &
then you are 80 nesr me alwaye that I have to withdraw myself from
you to w»rite. Julie hss by this time »ritten to you, or told you
of our plessant Sunday. I aceepted the cross of golng with the
person of my scouaintance #ho has always had in the greatest dew
gree that mixture of hatr-d & conteampt for the Catholie Church, so
common among fwotestants, o psrson of the coolsst, keensst & wost
subtle intellect, & one <ho out Emersoned, ¥eerson, in hisz sce;ti-
cism. He, for the firzt time, on this vield, spoke res,.ecifully
of the church: £o much =0, that I rapz shle to tell him all that =ss
in my soul aboul it, which could be spoken outjy for he has spirie-
tual tendenciecz, & many other fine trsits which have alsaye bound
g2 tC him....He wsarns me howevaer sgeinet going any further than
merely indulging my =zentimente YWy attending church, talks of the
charm being broken if I chould snter it &e. all of which proved 1o
me how« little ons ¢an .enstrate into the econdition of snothar
merely by intelleciusl ypereeptions lowever scute they mey be....
But I have not told you row divinely the rervice .enectrated into
my soul lsst Sunday. It was initensely colemn, swe2et & elevating....
Lt me tell you something svest, that I dare not mention to any-
one near me. Keep it to yourself Jdesr., Ny dariing Ricoleszlto is &
po=t in his feelings, & :ometimes writes very preity Sgenish
vaerses. Once lest winter he brou;ht & somnt to me to translate,
I never srote a couplet in my 1ife, but for him sho hrs concentrst~g
upon hims=1lf a large shere of my sisterly & maternal love I can do
alwort anything, & under the inspivstion of my affrction I trense-
lated it pretty well., Last wzer, in the midst of a good desl of
hurry & confusion, hz brought e some wrors lineza & =arnestly be-
sought me to do them into Fngliszh., I ke.t thsm by me for two or
three days & ecould 4o nothing with themj s2: about refurning them,
when early in the pornf, I said "Jur Bleesed kothsr lené me words,
by +hich I may preo ar- this little  lsazure for thy som, &
instantly I [ ut pen to pap=r & the -ords flowed into quite har-
monious verse to the ond <ithout 2 momanti's delayl I told 1t to
R-~& I doudbt if he cover meit -ith enything in "is religious e
werience chich ~ouched his meart so.

¥e go to R, Y.—-Bonday (Ath)....°0%
Kondey ceme, the Ripleys took a last look st the farm, and turneé
their faces tovsrd B w York, Only a fow stragglers stayed on to finish
the affeire of the once sopulous comiunity. Tro years lster, on April
12, 1849, ths place was sold abt auction for 817, 44%. The Brook Farm

experiment waz over.

-
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29 , .



CHAPTER XXIII

SLOW DRATY OF THE HARBINOER

It wns not the fanlt of Mr. Allen, well-mannared Yamtee nublisher
of the Yardbingey, that he kad to fire his foremnn four Anrs hefare the
firat Yew Yorls mmber of that naper went to nress. To TJeorse, nrcisinmed
to the sgrer cooneratior of the Brock Farm nrinters, thiz mist hove
secned 7 hed emon., The nex$ morning $he substitute made iz smresrsica,
fa most dermare dolorous looiting zentleman....1in & very rusty hlsok noat
& n very white oravat, lookine lilte = decsyed Methodist minister, #310
This uningpiring sentleman had mond references o nmatiers were cerefally
expleing? to him, and Rinley went nbout hiz Yainess, cenfident theo4 on
Triduy, Novoamber £, the namper would he rerdy for nallines, On Wedneed«r
nisht Rinley foundl that nracticnlly nothin~ had been done. *Dive wns
the hnste of Thursdsy,” dirse the wrath of Allen, mmerous the misnrints,
antt 8ven with the lonn of 2 good foremon ther sot the paper out two dayrs
lntae,

To Ripley, haragsed by umacking, nrennaring an ofTice nt 8 Hnmice
Straect, and all the eares of beinz Genernl Aqcnt of the Americ.x Iminn

ol Aszoclntionisgts, the thing had a nizhtmarizh quoolitry on'r excellel

Si0 Tearse Tipler $e John Julliven Dwight, Mov. 8, 1847, A, L. 5, 1 BuTeTe
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by the lank, :kinny, dappled sppearance of the new edition of the

Harbinger.

Ripley's first weeks in Neow York were dighesrtening. For the bene-
it of the faithful Dwight, who was having his own disgeouragemente in
Boston, he xept in his lettersz the same humorous, courageous tone whieh
had oheered the Brook Yarmers in their dark hours, but now and then the

discoursgement broke through.

I need not ask you to write me, often & voluminously,--
I do not mean as an b&ditor, but sz 8 private individusl; for
if yo. feel the desire for communication with old friends as
much sg 1 do, your pen will run on &ll fours. In feet, wmy
1ife in New-York iz just what 1 expeated, slevish & shabby
in the highest degree,--~I have to sit st the desk in Bpruce
St. about 7 hours on & strateh, functionatingl sicl as s
¢lerk of the am. Unionz I don't go into Broadwsy at all; &
on the ~hols, 1 faney, the 1ife iz what Hobbes elegantly calls
8 *nasty life®, ¥ith all the perplexitiss & short-comings of
Brook Farm, 1 miss its freecdom & geniallty, & sers 1t not for
slersant Flatbush, which is truly an "Oasis in the dessri® I
=ould die in the ditch very soon. DBut satls, supersus satis
of this, Don't think I am losing my good spirits or umy
eldermanic proportions.”

The Flatbush of shich he gjpoke vas at that time a ¥illage. There
Geprges and Sophia had taken = rcoﬁ, and George, looking &t ths pretiy
village, trisd hard to forget the gray Rovember hills of Weesl Roxbury,
the slate gray Hive and Aériﬁ;Aiha dxrk eolorsd CoRtage, and the black
ruins of the Phalanstery. By dsy, he follosed the lost csuse of hmsocla-
tion, trying to sprezd far snd wide the doctrines of Fourier, in the hope
that soze day, somewhere, & groug of people would be able to form & soelety
in which to live useful and complete lives without being warped hy the
pressure of civilization's injustices, In the svening, he attended the
oceasionsl ztate funetions of the Associationists. Ocecasionally he went on

lecture tripgs to Philedelphie, Cineinnsti and other eiti=s.

311. George Ripley to John fullivan Dwight, Bov, #, 1847. 4. L. A. in B. P. L.
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The Harbinger wac Ri.ley's perticulzr -orry. On him, 28 the odd
job man, fell the work of getting it out. Fo crisls was =8 bad as the
first one, but he was plegusd by & thousand det:ils. He wrote Dwights

Indeed, w2 have needed an angel to set us right, for it
seemg ag if all the petty, unexpected, little im; 8 & demons

that ecould be produced, were hovering over the first steps of

the new Harbinger, to give it a most annoying trisl, on its

entrance to the high, brillient, & powerful life, to which I

am sure .t is deetined.

For exam_ le:
First, there was & mistake in messuring the paper....2d.

The type was altogether too small., 3. Bad ink. 4. Horrid Press work;

done in 8 hurry & at night. This was partly occasiocned by the

blunderz of that confounded socdologer of a foremanj partly, by
the blunders of the compositors, a choir of journeymen & appren-
tices, as unlike our choice 1ittle group of desr Charley &
¥illard & &c. as Scoteh snuff is unlike gold dust.’1?
The Harbinger staff consisted of Parke Godwin, who »rote editoriaels, and
theatre reviews; Henry James, who did anything; Dans, who wrote the
foreign articles and ocal newsj; and Ripley vhose specialty zeems to
have been miscellany and eddenda., Perhaps there wss & beneficent,
numbing power in so much hard work. The regr-ts and homesiciknsss for
Brook Farm could be shrouded with drixigery. One morning, however, =as
he set out to the offiece, the Association, and the bed-tempered Parke
Godwin, he noticed #hat after e soft, mild rain, the December grass in
Flatbush wes as green as the Brook Ferm meadow in June,

The Harbinger waas still a peper with too limited an interest to

s2ll many subscriptions. With almost every article of every issue

312 George Ripley to John Sulliven Dwight, kov, 22, 1847. A. L. &. in B. P. L.
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slanted to the party lire, it had 2 certain monotony vwhich must have
tired its readers. It was in eontinuel need of finaneinrl ald, from the
affilinted unions, or from the rich friends of Aassccistion, Ita budret
was ninimunm, =nd ita snlariez cnn be Judred from the faect thet the woolkly

npay for the Jeneral Secretary, Ripley, and for three editers, Drns, God-

’
win, sand Dwizhi, totaled $78.00 esch week. '* By October, 1343, there
ware surrestions for eaxsinyr the burden on the budsed, snch as lesuins
it monthly instesd of wem%:ly.314

On February 3, 1849, = notice to the effect thrt a chimnre of Frrm
wrg contemplated in the immediate future, appeared in the Horbinrer, tm
Pebrunr; 10, a notice, signed by Oreelay, sunounced a meet'na of the
Zxecubive Conmittee for Wedresday, Fedbruary 15, Another notice, of the
gane date, $0ld the readers that after the Xxecutive Committieo nmeeting,
the next number of the Herbinger would be of 2 sm:ller sive, or he

rublisned monthly instend of weskly; subscrintions would be commleted in

ihe new fornm, Ripley knew theat $he new Harbinrer would never apoear.

—cs

From Boston, where he was staying, he wrote Parke Oodwin, who was pulting
aut the Hordbinger and gnarling azs he 412 so:

43 Chestnut 3t, Boston
Feb. lst 1848 [misdnted for 1849)

¥y denr Godwin

Tour pathetle description of your mufferings, under the
specuwrmalated burdens thint were imnosed upon you, was affecting
in the extreme, & gave me a lively eense of yrour reasdiress %o do
deore or suffer in a richtesus emee, T am Jlad vyou did ned
nttempt %o allaviate veour mlsery, by looking ot Allen ower woup

Eaia Loid
bA Rt

Genrce Ripley to ...., Aug. P2, 1848, A.7.8. ir A.P.IL.

“q

214 -
ffeorge Ripley to John Sulliven Dwight, Cot, 18, 1848, A.%.3. 1+ T.PR,.L.
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spectacles, pitching the office bBoys out of the window, drown-
ing Whitley in his own paint pots, or smothering Potter in his
enchanting files of old newspapers, In spite of your tormante,
you have certainly done justice to the Herbinger during my
ebszence & J.5.D%s silence, The Jjokes are es piquent, the anec-
dotes as sparkling, the miscellany ae readsble, & the editorials
as fresh, saucy, & esthetic as 1f you had the whole force, horse,
foot & dragoons in the field.

"The dangerous 1llness® of your "accurete & patient® ally
is visible only in the wretched deviltry, which the types are
made to enset by our awvfully consistent printars. From bhe-
ginning %o end how faithful they have deen to their vocation
of blundering, & in the next numder, I suppose they will give
us the swan-song of the Herbinger in some new perversity of
type~metal, to the sstonishment of en admiring world.

I am sorry the Harbinger is destined %o such an untimely
end, although I shall not Join in any funeral wall at its
demige, I have long felt that there was not compactness enough,
nor vitality in our movement $o zuthorisze zny very extensive
operations, & that those of us who relied upon it for a support
were neither in an enviadble or true position. I do net however
regret sny lebour I have bestowed upon it, & tsking all things
into account, I presume I may cherish the consciousness thet I
have given %o it not lees than I have recd., 1 pm sure there
are zesl & justice enough, among our friends to make Tweedy good
for his very liberal advances, & there are still some small
assetts (sic] of the Harbinger, in the shape of unpaid sub-
soriptione & smounts due for advertising which I reckon will peay
off all the small unsettled bBalances against us. I wonder if
anything has been heard from the $50, forwerded to Considerant
through Osborne McDaniel some time sgo. A small invoioe of
books was ordered for Mr Durent of ¥ew Orlesns at the same time,
from which 1% is now more than time that we had some returas.

I suppose though the Harbinger has stopped, the office
will not be olosed at once, at any rate, I must despeak house-
room & hospltality for my traps & exuvlase, until my return,
which is still quite uncertain, although I hope to be well
enough to be in New-York before the close of next week, I am
on the mending hand, though my hand mends slowly. The rheu-
matlsm proper has left me, but 1t is followed by » very im-
proper swelling of the wrist-joint accompanied by neuralgia,
which cccselone a good desl of suffering. My hand is still
entirely useless & motionless, except as it is moved by some
externzl force. It represents the not me assuming the right
hand as the me.
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I do not go in for the plen of attempting to revive the
Harbinger in Boston, & can tske no part in it, if undertsken.
I wish to return to New York, & sghould likz to obtzin some
employment (pr=ferring a connection with the yress) that will
enable me to remain there, If any feasible thing cceurs to you,
prey keep your eye upon it.

Mske my best remembrances to Tweedy & James & believe me
Yre ever faithfully....

Late in March Ri_ley had & long talk »ith Godwin and Tweedy. The
latter went over the subscription llsts, with s disbinctly unfevorable
result; thers ras too great s deficieney to suthorisge proceeding fur-
ther with the magazine, After mugh discussion w#ith Henry James, it was
decided that Godwin-should consult those friends from whom financisl
eid wae expected. The resulting plsn was to put out s non-seectarian
reform magazine, called The New Iimeg, or something to that effect.

I shall do what i ¢an, [ wrote Eipley to Dwightd which

Heaven knows, 1 little enough for the sncouragement of the

propoead Magazine, but, a8 it is not to bes distinctly an

Associstive work, but to assume a radical, trenchant, & I

fesr, destructive character, I confess + cannot give it a very eon-
thusiastic er even cordial sympathy. It is int.meted that the tone

ek

Awe}

e
A2,

George fijley to Parke Godwin, Feb, 1, 1848 [ mi:dated for 1384973
AL.S. in Bew lork Sublie Library. This letter and eigneture are

in So hia's hand. Hoergefter this libraery will be referred to ss
N.Y.,P.L. In Life, p. 198, Frothinghem cites Ripley to the effect that
he wag not notified of the rus,eneion of the Harbinger, If this
letter is of Feb. 1, 1849, instead of 1848, the statement of frothing-
hem is erroneous. Thsere 1s good re-son for supposing the letier to be
of 1849, In Feb, 1848, there ir no record of any plzn to discontinue
the Herbinger, but in August 18,8, s ples went out to supporters of
thepsper for ssgsistsnce, and in October, Ripley told Dwight that plane
for reduction in sisze or change of the Herbinger to a monthly were
seriously considered. Again, Rigley was erippled with rheumstism in
1849, asthe letter of Msr. 7€, to John Sulliven Dwight, indlcat-e.
George Ripley was precise about dating his letters, bmt Sophia, in
whose ha@d thic letter ie written, was very carelese. As it wss early
in theyesar, jos8sibly she misdated this letter shich g.e wrote for George.
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of the Harbinger,wss too mild, too coneciliatory, & hence too
negative, until it became sleepy, tedious, & effectiveless.

As these traits, in my opinion, vere the glory & honor of the
Harbinger, & made it signeclly consplicuous above the spouting

& spluttering of the reform yress in general, I cennot but think a
work commencing on opyosite prineiples, would be in dsnger of
hurrying to the devil, both the course which it supg_.orte, & the
men, whom it enlists, Then, Godwin, es we &ll know, is too

much of a Caliban, or “Yannibal, to maxe cooper:ition with him
pleasant. Indeed, 1 don't see, although he is really so good

& noble gt heart, how aryone can work under him, or over him,

or with him, without extreme asnnoysnce; & for himself, he
decidedly grefers to write or fight (shich w.th him is pretty
much the easme thing) on his own hook, to join hands with even an
archangel. On the whole, if i am ¢hle to write anything, I feel
rather wore strongly drawn to give it to Parker, & have it appesr
#ith the patent Boston stamp, than to mske it party to this new
plot.

We are sbout lesving Flatbush, & indeed, elresdy we &re in
R.Y., most of the time at our o0ld ~uarters in Gth, St. &y sister
is yet undecided what arrangement to meke for herself. Kkrs, E.
is at work at establishment of her clssses, «ith gre-t encourage-
ment from friends, & good prospects of success. I am still secking
a "sitervation® (ho» much it looks like starvation, that word)
but ag yot have hed no decent offer, exceyt a partisl propossl
from Greeley to ~ork neerly the whole night at his office all weeck
long at $12, I may bé induced:to-acceyt this, but I fear my health,
at least for the present is hardly sdeguste to the undertaking.

I am sttempting to institute a correspondence with several
papers, for whieh I hope to recsive 2 to £ ollarz each peri<week,...

I ar szlowly gsining in point of health. My =zrm is still in a
8ling, but beg igs to protest against the bondage, & cell for
emancipation.”

The successor to the ﬂargénger_was ¥, H. Channing's Spirit of the Age,
w#ith which Ripley had little Qonnsction. The Associative movement :&s dying
out in New York, and Ri_ ley realized that for the time, at least, nothing
could be done about the cause in which he was so desply interested. By May
he was "literary assistant" on the stuff of the Naow York Iribune , reviewing
books and translating foreign materisl. His roforming dsys were over and

& new caer~er, which was to last until the end of his long life, hed begun.

316 | -
George Ripley to John Sullivan Daight, ®ar. 26, 1845, A. L. S. in B. P. L.



CHAPTER
BRI AT GATHOL IO TSY

A% sorw Sime Detween Septenber,1847, and Horeh, 1848, fophia beoer
s meober of She Oatholic Chuweh, In the ardors of new reliplons ex-
porisnoe, any esrme of grief nt tte oloslng of Drook Purm was drowned,
Prom the »olut of view of hor relizglion, she bepmn to resard S$he sasogio
tive sxrariment as unfortunnte, S17wian 211 the gre-t irtonaity of which
she wng oomable, she sntered inis the Yellefa and ohservirwes o her
new church,  This venerahle ingtitutlon pfferad not enly the close, hinrd,
centr:l Sheologles) reasonings of the Pathers, W% olso s diffuse, white

aunra of oretieian, 3ochis 444 not dietinguish grestly destweer toe Swn, “rvlny

2

hern loens tmurht in She Tmeraonivn schos) to Tuse $ho gacs ot e unaesn,
hor imacivtive pind selged ¢t silonz snd portenta, #he gt st Lo Feet

of nriests an' nune, sud listensd %o their oranles, drinking in zlibe

noly wiador snd eheer platiiute, ¥For hor director ghe ohose nilitont
Tighop Tughes, W0 hed peither the intellizence nor the tralairg of Lve
tronscendental iete of ter Torner ders, tul vhon ye-vo ol desline witﬁ grase

af orusciancd had siven covsidersbls pranticsl wigdom, In Mapeh, 1745, ste

witnd teroivh e curloug orisis o7 gonsclenne, comnralle to eonversisn rmong

B17 1Afe, 5. 1gg
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the Methodists. She descrided it to Buth Cherlotte Dana, who had
visited her the previous week.

Sunday morng 1 woke long before light, & my thoughts
fastened themselves on 2 sudbject, I often mentioned to you
vhen you were here, the coldness of the heart in Protestentism,
& my own very cold heart in particulsr. A clear revelation of
myself was made t0o me as never bhefore. I saw that all through
my life mny ties with others were those of the intellect &
imsgination, & not wvarm human heert ties; that I do not love
any one & never did, with the heart, & of course never could
have been worthy in any relation. YEvery part of my 1ife was
more cleerly explained to me than ever defore, & I saw what
had caused my greatest 4ifficulties & trials. 1 sawv above sll
that =y faith in the church was only e reunion of my intellect
with God; that in the region of intellect it was growing cleerer
and firmer every day; that it filled my immgination completely,
& that these fluttering usiless Joys, that I experienced in com-
mon with many other converts from Protestantisa, were from a
gratified imsgination & not a sanctified heart. I saw that faith
requires to strike root in the heart, & if the stony soil refuses
to recelive it, it has nowvhere to plant itself & therefore has no
root at sll. I sew how, all through my 1life, I had Deen trying
to do good to people to repair the injury of this deathlike cold-
ness, & yoet it never bdrought me into kind & equel relatione, &
persons never clalmed from me little, loving acts of sweetness,
bat only help in great emergencies. All $his did not throw me
into an sgitated state of mind, nor cause me the leaat remorse
{4 this was only one more procf of my icy condition). I looked
on it as a dreadful faot that the heart of a human being shounld
be turned to stone, Then, hov unworthy was I of the privileges
of the church. I determined to make s clean breast of it to my
Blessed Director, take thie heert out & let him see that 1t was
all of stone; & calmly teke the consequences. I supposed he
would tell me that he should have known this before, that my Faith
could not be worthy the name & until warmth could melt my heart,
I was nnworthy of the communion of the Bleesed Sacrament. The
morng was beautiful, the birds singing, the sun rising as I walked
through the still streets; & though I was travelling along with a
losd heavier than any poor beast of burden ever carried, yet I could
not feel wretched, though I thought I ocught to be. I entered the
sacristy & there, sitiing by the confeesionprl, buried in devotlon,
sat the saintly Bishop Simon, with a few little altar boys walting
to attend him to mass at 7 o'clock. I seemed to breathe the odor
of his sanctity with which the room was fragrant., Preesently he
robedi& entered the church, & Mr. Bailey retired from the Altar.
The boys said Pishop Hughes would not celedbrate mass, tut wae com-
ing over gsoon. I tremdled a little as I sat by the fire waiting
for him. In a few minutes he came, bright & serene as the morng.
I told him all, & more then I have told you, &, what do you think
he quietly seid? "Ny child, this is not to cause you a moment's
uneasiness, or a moment'’s thought; there ie no sin in 1t, any



more than that you zrs tall & not short, I you have con-
zented to Bin, when you hed a soment o refleet on ~hat you

were dolng, of this rspent, for this, ssk forglveness: but

that your heart is not tsnder, is no concern of yours, God

does not ask from you what you heve not. If you had bean brad
up in the church, perhape hebit & its various influsncoes would
have softsned your nature.® ®Ig thers no hope nox," sald I?
(¢ic] *That 1s rot a question for you to esk or for se to enswer,
Bzither you nor I have smaything to do #ith it., It is with Cod
alone. &ay to Him Oh God trke this poor, cold, hsart of mine &
make of it what thou wilt. You have nothing more to 4o, "But®
1 said, Yohediance g the firat duty & I am told to love God &
sy neizhbour.® P"Hot »ith the heart you have ppt my child, dut
#ith the heert you have. Such stateés of rind are vholly inde-
pendent of oursslves. And if you had sll your way, you zould be
a meraph, & you do not ask of God io be a seragh surely while
you are on oarth, This hesrt of yours is & cross shich you zmust
patiently bear to the end Lif needs be. You suffer in comzon
with many of the Baints, Hsve you never read of St, Theresa,
hox ghe suffered for years w»ith dryness of hesrt? A heart that
selis sway in affection sven for God 1s often an obatacle %o
steadlant {i~411ty, in his service, & 0 the fermstion of the
virtues of & haroie character. It is not thet shich will onshle
you to resist cll the trmpilstions of the world rather than utter
s word of untruth, And if &ll the weaslth of the world osanot
tsmpt you fros reetitude, let this satiafy you.® At thege words,
which came to me as if from sn angel, I passed us 1t were from
death unto Life., They were the words of fod, & ocame to me as
truth, absolute truth, & how comforting they =ere I need not tell
¥0U....¥2 prrted, & just sg I entersd the pew, Beazs commenced....
Bors than this by Bishop Simon taking our Bishop's place at seven,
I hnd the blessing of his angsliesl instruection, 1g_gis netural
volas in a vecant room for nearly helf anm BOUT, o o ok

After masz, zhe met Father Hecker, on old Brook Farmer, who wne also at the
echureh, and he wslked home with her, In the aftsroaovon, she took Osorge to
Benediction a¢ the Jesull church., The ssrmon was long; & Dr. Lurkin refuted
the Protestont dootrine of jJuriifiestion for an hour and » half, and the
Riplaye nearly falnted with fatigue,

If the days in Flatbush brought sothing bul worry snd dissypointeont to
Goargs, they were haypy ones in many ways for Boyhis., &he had rezumed har
old ocoupstion of teaching school. E&he rude friends sith a number of her

co-reli donists of 8ll varieties and deasori tions; meat of her leolsures time,

318 Sophias Ripley to Ruth Charlotte Dana, Kon., Ear., 18,8,
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she sat quiet snd still, resding devotionnl wovks, or considering the myateries
of Catholicism. To Oeorge full of anxiety over the failing Hurbinger, she
gave loysl and sffectionate support. On certaln toplcs, they vere frrevocedly
divided, dut without antegoniem, Oeorge tralled along in her wake to jpss
and Banedictioni she mttended the Associstionist celebrations, partisulsarly
those a8 whioh ha spoke, Thae Bevolution of 1848 in France was bVianed in
part on the Fourlerists, and the charge gladly scoepted, She wrote her
cousin, Math Charlette Duna,

«.. Great Fourier times now & days dear! Associmtinniste tsking

n large share in regulating the late changes im ¥rance, Priwste

letters coming from them all the time cheering e brethren hers

‘with the assurance that an attempt will now be sate for the re~

orzanisation of industry. All are in high epirits, Tonisnt &

pabl ic demonstration of sympathy is to be made Yy thes ... ¥Nr,

Ripley 1s all engaged in it, % willl eveak I subhpose, The weather

spares e the pain of golng which I should have dene for dear

Geormets sske, Lif the Bishop thought 1% bdeat. Perhzps someShing

nay be done by the Prench govermment, under the sanctlion of the

ehurch, %o oarry out the parts of Fourier's mechaniesl arrange-

monts for the benefits of the oppressed. RBut [ never 2id

Wﬁhin in the leaet with the glorifisstion of the man.51Y

Saran Stears, s nices of George's and & friend of the early Proock Parm
dnya, stayed with them intermittently. Sarsh was alse » recent Oatholle.
Marisnne Riplay's cook, whom Sorhis hed engaged on the recommendation of
tho Sisters of lurey, knew more then either of them about their mutual
falth, and the two ledles Trom Homssschusetts took grest plesgure in her
instruntions,

From amsther socurcs, he husbend was receiving the instructions himself,
Oregtas Brownsen, whe had entered the Cathelis Churah severxl years hefore,
had Wroken with George for his 4iffering religimus opinions in 1847, In
June, 1948, he sent Ripley = long letter, full of frieandahln snd defini-

tions of Absolute Reason, to which Ripley replied, thet he had newer lost

519 Sonnie Ripley $o Muth Charlotte Dene, Apr. 1, 1848. A.L.2. in #.%. S,
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hiz entesm for Jrowneon, 411 net care far contvaversr, =nd hod ne tloe

in which te srpue the valnd of the Abeolute ensnn, <20 s mbin, eeeins

vantrg, e olso Tound the tens of her fellow canverils review hevond
ariticlen, snd f89318% » hormonmy with %hef esnireversicllisy whiel eche hed
never fety belore,

dmoer 1E, 1747, Serah Jtecrns entered $he gonwent of Wi, 3t Tineend,
Sth Sorhle sand Sersk wers « 1itile ghalten st the aten ilhe younger womsn
wne oo fake, Mo mebe the fapewells espler, Jenhin het gent Sorehls 1ittle
wardrote on aresd, nnd besh set out as 1 far an alteranon slrdng, #3
Y. P, Vinoepils thoy were recsived by arne of the wellsious, whn ant

-

with them on tne roeks oudside the convent, In She mulet Lol a7 uhe were
way alteranon, and e otherwridliness of she plaee, Tﬁt?—‘.;‘?%iiﬂ L DR Y
Dpeal Pawm, sond fho tieag when ghe apd Zewed hed been there Yasether, S
When ene lefd, ghe wne a 11ttle darzed &1t the abgencs of Lt roons Binse
war-on, won haed ghared her Joys in the Ontholle folih,

Sorhinty Crthel lofsn was By no ossne ewnlusieely osrmter-lntive: 44 wes
aative, he 418 zone trensletinns of veligzisue worke, e threw hereell
inte the rywi-d gharities connectod with har relislon, ‘oavitsl wewk,
prissn wars, work ameig the insane, she wns sotive 1o 210 of them, Yer
$=lent for goctety, combismed with fne erptior which relision infuged Inte
trese oonleets, magi have nede hor o weleone addidlon te pny groun of sseisl

workers,  Parhens the gherlty whieh aorevusied her strongest intaresi wns

the nrisen work of fhe Sisters of $he Good Fhenhewd, “heose devnted wnoen

520 %?z”v ?;‘iiwley ta Orasten A, Trawngon,une O3, 1848 L 0,8, in "ntre Tame
l" ‘Wf‘*} ’;yu

521 fprhis Minlay to “uth Cherlaeile Muna, Julr 19, f17wnY A,1.%, 1o ov. M, &,

322 Soukhds Tinley to Ckath Oherlotis Dens, Her o YRR, 4,1, L 1o
e 1047, Zapnh wis In forlnefield, Wl Yy Sentember a9 toe
yaar, ool wnt 9%, S, Vinegentvs, Soarah Stesrng wee lasros
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were n atTicily ocloistered arder, whoaze wori wos the refnrastlan of
arogtituten. Te youny wornoen with whom they woeried onme to e fap

oue of twree vensonsl they were comniited by the courdes oy wers eend

by thelr femilies or they came voluntarily. Ther were St in sew &n
ardar $» hove sone form of livelihoad, “he Sisters of tre Onnd Pwnherd
wished %o oven a eonvent in New York, dut were oprosed ¥r Arebblshon
Mazhes, who glreived thed tie shiscte of thelr charity were nnt worth thelyp
effardg. Saphis cnd the zroun of Cathalie soolel worbers surroundins har
knew, fros havisg worked in the Tombs an? other nrisons of the aily, the
nopel aneness of the wonen neisoners, Host were lomdaorontsy thay were in

s sateengs enviromments they were Lenorsnt; thay were friendlassi Lhay vere
hungry,  The prison term was vunitive, nnd refornntory, e matven of Lhe
SYorbs atded her wvequeat ts thoseaf the eanlsd woriaers, thet the TMaters of
the Sond Fhepherd Bn allowed &s omen & carvent, Telustangly the Arvethishep
x:mmvn%mz?z} Zrohia, seeandingl-, wend to worl tn walse gove mepnsy oy
the rent of the gonvent, OIn ¥ov, 11,1868, the osnvent wsz ineorporsted
spenrding ta the lawg of the Tate af Yew Yark, with Sanhile sp sne nf the

sie trusteesn,

323 Eatherine T, Oanwer, In the Pootorintg af the dand Thephesd (Uaw Vo,
Convent of the Uood Shopherd, L5107, P.id,




CHAPTER XXV

FROM DRUDGERY TO PROMINEXCE

After the demise of the H=rbinger, Ripley was faced with the
necegsity of finding some means of livelihood. ¥ilg nost on the
Tribune paid him the runificent sum of $F with great irregularity;
on one oceasinn he received $8. On July 14, he received $10, which
wis a steady weskly sslary until) April, 1880, when he was advanced
to $15, which sum he had received nnce before. ¥ron Sentember 21,
1861, untll January 16, 1854, he received %75, with exception of
one weelk which brought him only $1F. In 1864 ard 186F, his salary
rose to $30 s week, and in 1866 to $FO0. From 1871 until hise desth
in 1862, the palmy days of his old age, he recelved $75 a week.
In Decenmber, 1849, he was permlitted to buy stock in the corparation.zg&
The scanty salary of his early deys obliged him to supnlement his

income ng best he could. The debte of Brook Tnrm were heavy on his

ghoulders. ¥He ground out news items for The Chronotype, The Fearih

and Home, The Llterary Messenger, The Washingtonisn, The Pltteburgh

324 yire, pp. 206-7.
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Coumereiel, The Columbien, TheCharlzston Literary ®essenger, The
Manchester Examiner (English), The Picsyune, The Boston Daily Bee,

The Globe, snd The Southern siterary Gasgette. His column in The

Chronotype +as called "Goseip from Gothem,® which indicates its high
seriousness. He signed other columns "C.N.E.," "K.N.Y."; in the
Tribune he was simyly "R." until very shor:ly he sbandoned any iden-
tifying mark altogether.325 He wrote on snything and everything.

To John ~ullivan Dwight he deseribed hic situation:

I &m obliged to work night and day to keep soul & body
together; for though i have now sevédral strings to my bow,
I get confoundedly jocor pay from each, & hence am obliged
te keep laying on every instrument within my comypass,
jewsharp, penny whistle, trombone, with frequent touches
on the brazen kettle drum., I do s&ll the book notices for
the Tribune, which, w#ith the time it takes to resd books,
is about enough for on~ man,--I1 have charge of the city
newe,-—& once a week on the arrival of the Stesmer, have
to work day & night till the translationg are got out.
¥y main pecunisry rslisnce is on my correspondence with
newspepers which I have with Bozton, ®ashington, Cincinnati,
& Bew Orleans. 1 am not exgected to do much for the
Spirit of the Age, but to be & sort of right handéd for
Chenninyg's heed & heart in his absence. It is very
batheringﬁg rerplexing to look after it, & eats up a deal
of time.

[N

AWS ]

<5 Life, pp. 207-8, supplzrented by some of the elipp.ngs in Ripley's
MS. Scrapbooks, in H. C. L. Thege are very incomgilcte, and after
1249-50, there are numerous and cubstantial gaps. The dates are cut
off most of the clip?ings, af whieh meny zre endorsed in George's
or #ouise A.S.Ripley s hand. It 1is impossible to te.. exsetly how
comlate the list is. MS, Brook Farm Account Book in H. C. L. con-
teins e number of clippings, from rost of which the dste hss been
cut, and none of which zre endorsed with either ths d:te or name
of the paper.

326 George Lkipley to John Sulliven Dwight, July =7, 1845, A&. L. I, in
B. P. L.
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In 1850, Harper's Yew Monthly Magazine began publication, with

‘Rij:leg as writer of the literary notices, then rezular contributor,
and finelly reader for the publishing company. In 1862, with Jayard
Taylor, he edited a compilation, A Henfbook of Literature nnd the

Fine Arts, which was his first venture into the enayclopedin field,

s When Putnam's Magmzine spmenred

in 18EG, he waa one of ite early contributers. In 1883, J. C. Derdy,

It was published by G. P, Putnem.

early in the history of his publishing house, hired Ripley as resder
and paid his as mach for his services ns the Tribune had five ysars
before. Thomas Balley Aldrich, hopeful and uninown, brought a little
book of poetry to Derby, who promptly referred him to Ripley., then
the suthor turied up for the verdict, it proved favoradle; Terby
published the book, and later hired Aldrich as Ripley's assistont
nm:.

Ripley, as critic, would be spt to review favorably the books
which Ripley, &s reader, had recommended. It was m highly desirable
arranzenent for the pudlishing house which hired him. The otheras
would be less apt to greet it with Joy. In 1866, charges were brought
in the press that Ripley fawored the publishing compantes which hired
him. Kis westh knew no boands. Me wrote Parker:

4 haﬁ‘.htsk recsived your note, & ought perhaps so

defer ny reply, until my blood ceases to bell with indigne-

tion at the asudacious proposal of that wretched Underwood.

You asy that you have not resd the controversy, & hance

your sentiment of friendship triuwphs over your sentiment

of Justice. I you make yourself acqualnted with the facts,

you will perceive that nething but the most penitent con-

fegaionw~guch ags I have already received from one of my
leaviing adversaries--could even eanble Underwnod to spproash




my presence in the most distant menner--ss to respect
or confidence towards him, 1 never can feel it agsin.
If he is not the most pestilent of villains, he iz the
most zrrant of apes. &8s a keepér of souls, I wonder,
that you ecsn sllow him to pass unscathed by your re-
buke. Just loock for a moment at the cource of this man.

Under the digruise of friendshiy, Yo charges me vith
conduet, which if tmue, =would justly ruin & disgrece me,
both professionally & personally. The gcharge is that
for the payment of money in the shape of & srlary as
rezder for Herper & Derby, I prostitute my offlce ss
eritic of the Tribune in fa¥or of their publieations. He
brings this charge, when I am in the thick of a fight #th
bitter enemies. He takes unusuel zains to spreazd it on
the aings of the press throughout tha land., He does this,
on his own confession, to revenge himsalf on me for my ne-
gleet of hils own publicstions. He does it, without stop-
ping to ascertain the truth of the charge--nay, as he aé-
mits in his note to you, knowing that it wap» fulse, Strip
his conduct of the flimsy Jesuitical veil, which he new
cowardly throws over iis infsmous festures--vhst wes it.
Nothing less than the circulation of a dsmaging falsehood
sgainst & man whose friend he ;rofesses to be--& that for
g vindictive ,urposc, A more conzummete instnnee of Ler-
£idy, malice, & mendselity, I never met with in =y life., I
loathe & abhor the mah--& zpew him out of my mouth. ‘he
character of Griswold I rergard as angelic whiteness in
comparison with the black-hearted villainy of Under-ood.l
have no ~ish to bring you over to my s#ide, dear Theodore,
for 4 care 1ittle for sympathy or a;provel in this guerrel.
I feel humilisted in having been the object of such base
accusstions, & will meet them only in the spirit of prou-
dest defisnce. But 1 cannot bear that sith your love of
peace, & your infrinsically amiable disposition, you should
be the dupe of such a smooth-faced as sssin as thiz wicked
Underwood.

%hen you were here i told you that 1 cherished no
nalice agsinset him, & ugon your inauiry, ssid if he chose
he might come to the Tribune O0ffice--but certeinly, I
suppored he would come sith sn epology in hie mouth, not
¥ith an insolent demand for coneeceions. I heg you to
look at the facts in thies case, & in spite of your desire
to take no sides even with sn ocld friend who hea been
mopt eruslly sronged & outraged by an upstart, you will
not fail to see the stupendous iniguity of +hich the man
Underwood h2s been guilty. Much 28 1 abhor Griswold, 1
«ould sooner trust him than Underwood, whom I shall ever
regerd as the sneaskingest & nastiest of man....”~

Ze8

George Rijley to 1p
. 20doTe Parker ¥
» Barch 2g, 184



In 186%5, a brilliant 1dea came to Charles Anderson Nana, vho
wa§ noted for such., He and Mr. Apnleton wers in Chieszo, nnd Dana
suggested that the timo was ripe for an encyclopedia., A yaar later
ke sold the ldea to Appleton's, wiich agreed to pay 12 1/3# for every
volume aold. Dans sought out Ripley and offered him half the work
and helf the salary. Ripley, delighted, applied himself to the
direction of the woris withlhia-ehamtmrutic enerzy. ¥Ye gent out
a stream gfilettaru to well kmown mathorities in the differant
fislds, asking for articles. For his predominant part in the dusi~
ness detalls of the New American G&IM as it was celled, he

received an sdditional mum of money fron Appletonta. Dana, however,
wrole more articles than his partner in the entermrige, 329 The
volumes appamﬁ serially, from 13&8, and brouzht the writer a cer-
taln m11d distinotion, few reproofs, and a considerstle sum of
money. A fellow worker, in Sppletont s; estimnted that the total
sums vihleh the ‘rayaltiu paid the aditors, or paid into Ripley's
eatate after his death, were not usder $100,000 each, Thers ia o
ime‘a.a symbolia incident about this, his most prosalo wventure, |
‘Q‘itﬁ a copy of his enoyclopedla, Ripley pald off part of the debt
£é# groceries for Brook Farm,

 His regular book reviews in the Tridune gained him prominencs,
and iﬁ.ﬂu introduced a lilterary ﬁe-pmmm 28 » regular festuvre in
mﬂam nowspaners. Margaret Muller, who had done reviewing on the
Pribune before him, while undoubtedly mors gifted, seems to have

3394 A.. P. 193, V¥hether Dans was or was not the author of the
2 is not entirely certein. Prothingham attridutes it to
aav Dr. Hawks., Derby knew Dana, Ripley, and he himself mma
for Appleton's, tut is occcasionally unrelisdle, :
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wislded less influence than Aipley, careful snalyst, mreclse
grommarisn, san? leading exponent of the best American Vistoriasn
taste, In soune points he wns exceedingly conamyvative, Via defi-
nition of poetrr ns "the axpresslion of the feesling excited by the
conderplation of noture and the intercourse of human belngs, in

raythuolecal forms....in the lamuage of the inspinntlon rather Lhan

nf the intellectH, 330 is only as conventionsl as the poetry of DRaysrd
Taylor %o whon the ledier coninining shis dofinition was addreasssd,
Bipley and Taylor, whome he dcenmsionally c=lled iy dainty ariel®
were in one accoxd in their theory thait without rhythmienl fomm
there was uo posiyy.

RAipley was verhaps abt his best vhen dealing wilth the hesvier
proge works, flg fundamental seriousnes: accorded well with a doy
viziech rend hesvy books earnestly ond in large quantity. His re-
views of books of philesophy were coreful annlyses of the theory
advoneed, ol of the lengusge of the suthor. In hils review of

Yanry Jomests Morolism and Christienity, he not anly errefully zet

farin & brief swemary of Jamests doctrines, but ecarefully polnted
out to the reader that #the power of usin?t wordas in a nrecize and
congtent sense i one of the rerest of menisl sndownenia®, thet

Jrmes, who uses words exnctly, is apt %o be nlstaken Uy a reader

. 344
whey dees not.” 2

%0 georse Rpley to Jayard Toylor, Jammary B, n.d. A.L.S.,
Cornell University Library,

T deelly Trivunse, Mer. 2, 1BE0.
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His love of the sane and normal prevented him from doinz justice
to Poa. In a review of Lowell, Willis, and Griswold's editinn,
while he admired the style and the inventive genlus, he gcored Poe'ls
preoccoupation with the gruesome, vhich he regarded ns even more
neinous than his lack of moral enrnestnessi

ily, he hns no earnestness of character, no
faith in humsn exmcellsnoe, no devotion te a high purpcss,--
not even the desire to produce a consummate work of art, -~
snd hsnce his writings fail to sonesl to universal prim:i.-a
peles of taste, nnd ave destitute of the truth and nstural-
ness, which are the only passports %o an enduring reputation
in literature. He regarded the world as an enormous humdug,
and, in revenge, wonld repay it in kind, ¥®is nind was
haunted with terrific conceptions, which he delighted to
embellish and work up, by the aid of hie pretsrnatural
anslysis, into the strangely plausidle fiations, which at
length disgust the reader with their horrible monstrosities.,..
the effect of hie writings 1s like breathing the air of a
charnell house...,.Xr, Poe luxuriates {n the wantonness of
his ingemuity, and evelkes the most terrific spectres merely
for terror's “%%5; This would be fatal in any kindred
spheres of art

By oontrast %o Poe, he highly praised Hawthorne's Sc-rles ;,Leu@r.

to the review of which he gave a larze slice of page an.,m He
quoted coplously from the book, of whieh he wrote nothing but ennre-
ciation. Hawthorne, he pointed out, while he had the same geniua
for the infernal as Poe, did not confine himself to the improbnble,
end the work was embellished by coplous "bursts of nutural feelingw,

He had more of the same for The House of Saven Oadles, 334 me review covered

page ons of the weekly, rejoiced  in the characters, the aatural

fosling, and even the “fine, comiec humor®, Hawthorne received one

332 ,
Ibid., Jan. 26, 18860,
33

Ibid.,Apr. 6, 1BEQ. Page one in the weekly was a compliment, In

the daily, 1% would have put Hawthorne among the advertisements,
where, at a later date, Rirley might deubtless have enjoyed placing him.

3% rvia., Apr. 26, 1861.
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more favorable review from Ripley, and only one. T"is was of the
B1ithedale Romance. Poor Riplsy, very much on the spot, did the
discreet thing, choked down any wrath he might have felt at having
his life's dream used as the starting neint for a ﬁtctun of mono~
mania, deceit, cupidity, self-delusion, and suleide, and reviewed
the bfmk‘ favoradly. He carefully pa;niea outs

The story is....made us from large, comprehensive
experisnces in many spheres, converted by the potent
idealism of the writer into grim tragedy! vhile an
odcasions) plciure of the external environment of 3lithe-
dale may suggest to the initiated reader a dim, shadowy
regemdlance of rural life at Brook Farm. One of these
is presented in the following passage, which nay serve
50 ralise a laugh at the expense of the Avcedisns of
Brook Yerm, in which probadbly no one will Jjoin more
heartily 3%@ the survivors of that motley and mirthful
OrOWe s n e

The appearsnce of the mﬂhm&ﬁ.o Romance immediately caused speciu~
lations as to what Brook Farmer was }tm original of whet character,
Now to interpret the book as being an oxpasé of Brook Farm, one
mizht arrive at even the extreme vialon of Ripley, as the shagzy,
monomaniag Hollingewworth, preying on the affections of the beauti~
ful Margaret Tuller for her monmey. Reviewers knew better, and
those who had visited Brook Farm, or met ite chief, knew dettir,
but any speculation at all on the subjact. would have been too much
for Ripley's sensibilities. Both Hawthorne and Ripley were parti-
cular to disclaim any sctual besls for the story of Blithedale
Romance as taking place at Brook Farm, Not only d4id they make thie

335 mvia., say 22, 1852,
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glear in thelr printed writings, but also in thelr private letters,
Hawthorne, writing to an unnamed correspondent on October 16, 137,
sayal "As regards the degree in which the 'Blithedale Romance! has
a foundation of fact, the preface to the book gives a corrset atate-
ment. 4520 Ripley on Jamuary 24, 1878, still hounded by the tople, wrote
37 West 19th Street, Jan. 24, 780
¥y dear Mr, [erasure]
There are some personal references to Hawthorne in
connection with Brook Parm in his poethumous work en-
titled "American Note-Booke®, and I do not know of any-

thing better on the sublect. ¥With my very cordial
congratulations on the brilliant success of the "Literary

World*%, 1 am ever
Yours fnigggnly,

After the publieation of the Blithedsale Romance, Ripley ceassed to

promote Hawthorne's genius with all the vigor he had previously
employed. In 1853, in a review of Alice Carey's Hagar, he condemmed

that suthoreas as!

in the derkest and most repulsive vein of Hawthorne,
reminding one of the ghastliest faatures of the "Scarlet
Letter®, but without the redeeming touches of natural
gwestness and bdesuty which relieve the somder gloom of
that work., FHet only dees 1t luxuriste over the records
of foul and festering sin, but it throws such a lurid

. and unnatural glare on the page, $hat the moral lesson,
which 1e the sole apology for such delinea 310:;3 of per-
- vorted passion, is completely neutraliszed.

338 Hathaniel Hawthorne te.... s Oct. 16, 1882, A.L. 8. in the collection

of the RBev, Dr. Ulysses S8, Hi{lbura.

337 George Ripley to Mr, .... ,J8n,,24, 1878, A.L.S. in the collection
of Professor Harry R, VWarfel.

%8 veek1ly Tribune, Jan. 22, 1883,



The second sentence, while it ostensibly vefers to Hagar, Jjoins
Hawthorne in the same condemmation. Time d4d not dull the edge of
Ripley's Hawthorne-chopping hatchet, In 1860, he reviewed the

HMarble ¥Yaun. Hawthovrne's flnwless style received due apnrecintion

in the final sentence, as almost atoning *for the saturnine spirit
and grim features of the narrative, . There was a word in praise
of humor, another in praise of Hildals character, which Rinlery con~
sidered might be regarded, mccording to the intention of Hawthorms,
a8 "he lovellest type of American womanhood. ® But the rest of the
roeview railed agsinst horrores

] "‘ho wmry and 1&5&1 oolaring* of thia strange and

unnatural story are derived from the impreasions of the

writer during & leng sojourn in Italy: but the characters

with which he has peopled his cenvas are the gemiine

production of his somber imezination, and in weird and

repulsive feature, bdear a strong likeness to many of his

previous creations....with whatever admiration the reader

may regard the genlus of My, Hawthorne, he will not ecasily

forgive him for throwing the subtle fascinations of his

pen arcund guch a horrible experience as forms the keynote

of this story. Hes will shrink frem the :Mﬂtﬁgair of

the charnel house, with which he is cppressed,

The selections with which Ripley showed his reader the merits of the
book were the murder sgne, the durisl chant, and the dead Capuchin,
Ripley was unnsually kind in hie reviewing, particularly to
younger writers. He encoursged Melville with reservations regarding

the refisctive W'M" in bad Carliylese®, wvhich interrupted his

narratives. HNe bestowed pralses on Thomas ¥. Parsons, Donald Brant

339
Heekly Tribume, Mar. 17, 1860.
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Mitchell, and Georze William Curtis, and, more guardedly, on Walt
Vnitman.mo There was little to say new and different about Browning,
Tennyson, Dickens, Longfellow, and Emerson, except mildly to censure
Browning for eccentricity, Tennyson for immoral views on the Crimean
War, Longfellow for overuse of Indian names, Dickens for his care-
less construction, and Emeraon considerably more severely for his

incoherence, both of mind and writing.m

Theodore Parker, his
closest friend, always received kind words, not only from personsl
regard, but from admiration for the Boston preacher's fesrless re-
forming zesl.

On wzyf';va‘re:*oeca.eion/s;.ha ?areamed wiﬁh rage. Supercilious-
ness he could not bear, and theevtreatmant he sccorded 1t mskes one
sorry that he encountorsl 1Y, aprerently, sc rarely, TUnder tre in-

fluence of dlsgust, he wm a naster of the happy art of devastation.

In the summer of 1852, C. Astor Bristed's book The Upper Ten Thoueand

“mppeared in print. Ripley glanced, gasned, seized a pen, and ink
and rhetoric mingled. He descrided young Mr. PBristed:

He 1is perfectly at home in deplcting the coxcombly
and ineffable silliness for which he seems to possess a
natural affinity, that marks out a common enough order of
inferior minds, but which he blunderingly ascribes to a
peculisr social position. Expanding himself without
measure on the myateries of fast horses, fast men, fast
women, flirtations, sherry cobhlers and broiled oysters,
he has produced a sort of sporting calendar, which has

340 foward A, Wilson, George Zipley: Soolsl and Literary Oritlo (an
unpublished doctoral dissertation, Umiversity of Wisconsin, 1941).

341 Veelkkly Triduns, Jen. :‘-36, 18€0, "Ralph Waldo Emerson: Hepresentative
Hen, *
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all the slang of the rase-course, with none of its
excitenont, 583"5’”"3‘ in short terms; his doock 1s a
dead fatlure,

There was a rich field in his wer against superciliousness, where

he could combine hig patriotism with his dislike of pretension.

In 1889, maam certain observations on Americens by Thomas Colley
Orattan, former consul in Boston. Ripley was so excesdingly 1rrie
tated that for once he forgot his ususl punctilious courtesy and in-
eluded physical defeots in the blast he iseued againat 'Britinh travel

books, in particular sgsinst Orattan's,

A few years bafore the advent of Grattan on thesge
barbarous shores, Harriet Martinean made a sort of
triumphal progress through the land, and her India-
rubber ear trumpet bDecame the depository of family
secrets, personal #riefs, and private gossip, sufficient
to furnish material for a large volums of scandalous
chronicles, ¥Yhat she heard in the ear in closets, she
faithfully nrocloirec irom the housetops, giving the
currosucy of the pen to the most intimate revelations,
and astonlshing a crowd of won-maningzzémpletom by
betraying their gord natured frankuesa."

Grattan was infllctad with the hospitality of Americans, =nd made
thelr courtesy the target of his eriticism.

His flippant and exsggerated criticisms, hies
enormous self-conoelit, his vulgar and ridieulous pom-
posity, his utter inabllity to look at anythinz save
in the light of his own prejudices, and his reckleas
comments on private character, have no parallel among
British travellers in this country sinae the palmy
days of Mra, Trellope, the Rev, Isnac Fidler, and other
vorthies of the lschrymose-abusive school, Compared
with Gratton, Dickens is a paragon of modesty, and the
very flower of gentlemenly courtesy....

542 pat1y Trituws, Aug. 30, 1852.
a3 Weeltly Tribune, April 17, 1862.
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The American, mmﬁmg to eur ethnologist, is of
sn inferilor order to the Burope Sﬁ' e 12 only A bad
mumum of an Englishmen,.
The Jostonisne are partially to blanmes

In misteking Crattan for a gentlemen, they committed
a2 bPlunder which is not without parallel in sll our citles.

Some of Ripley's socinl beliefs were reflected in the Tribune. VWhen
these beliefs accorded with the strong ediforal policies, he wns

free to review even the most mediocre works without restrictions,

and the more laportent books were given zl) the apace necegzary %o
contaln the superlatives. Almost without exception, the esnti-slavery
literature was reviewed favorably and at length., His opening renmerks

on Uncle Tom's Cabin indleate the content of the oslumms devoted to

Hras. Stowe:
The hich morsl purpose of $his tragic stor;? serves

to divert sttention from the vigorous origzinal ity and
thrilling dranntic effect of its execution, W%

As might be expected, Jeorge Pitshugh'a Soclology for the South, a

carefully written econonic argument for slavery, wes roundly trounced.
The PTribuns and Ripley being of accord on the matier of women's rights,
such feministic works as Mrs. 5. Ceokes Smith's Women and her YNeeds,

~Mm Parierts &mum on m ?ubua Pan:tlon

;Wm ms&.mw

worth Higzlnson's Yomen wﬁ }:wg '&iah-g vere immmy ﬂvim

By 1860, Ripley had achisved sufficient prominence to Justify a
charpeter sikketch and mrmal }iihtory in the Eew York Leader, copied in

Lit%ﬁ%l‘ 8 Liviw

m fdem- . P _,:',Mm”
4L taem.

A



0f a 1ittle more tlian middle helight-—say about five
feet nine inchas--and endowed with that soberly habited
plumspness of good condition which litersture holds in re-
serve for the wvery few who manage to escape early out of
that rugged and starved apprenticeshipy in which so meay
thousands of her votarles die, into the blest full pay and
high auriferous prerogatives of fellow-craftahip i{n the
izner mysteries of her most mysterious workshop~-~ithls hand-
gorme snd smiling gentleman, who might pess to the eys ng
only forty-five years of age, 4id not knowledge, otherwise
derived, add ten years %o that figure--thie man of pleassent
though grave visage, is one of those fawous eritic suthori-
ties bafore whose Olympisn nod even hard-faced vublishers
bow acquiescent heads, while nll acolytes of suthordom are
axpected ¢o fall down snd worship....As » eritio, he is of
the mild type, always inclined to favor youth, and pre-
disprosed to Judze kindly ef any work not ofr«amaly pre-
tentlious while lacking any compensating merit,:

In the opinion of the New York Leader, an? Littell's Living Age,

Ripley, one of New York's “permanent celedrities”, had arrived.

346 14110118 Living Age, LXVII, pp. E71 £f.,Dec. 1,1860.
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made a slow recovery, during which her religious ardors were of the
greateat Somfort to her, and undoudtedly to Seorge, who saw the rest
which was brousht to her mind. She wrote Ruth Cheristte Dana:
What a cordial to us both were your snd your fatherts

letters received on the 3d. Thank him very much for us.

Asgure him that my activity is completely at rest. Al}

ordinary objects of interest have faded in the distance,

and oar Lord has led me around to the other side of life,

where helpless and passive I find myself lyins in the cool

shade at his feet. I have not activity ensuzh %o say nmy

prayers and find them s painful egigrt, ut am not concernad,

for 1 am sessured it ie¢ =21l right.”
That summer brought a deceptive return of strength. The Ripleys went
to Staten !sl&nﬁ, for a little sea sir., She gained in strength, and
in Cectober, they made & little Journey to Boston and (reenfield, But
in Xovember it was apparent that Sophis was dying. George, obliged
to work as hard as ever, 2t the same time cared for Sophia. They had
but one room, wvhich was also his study. Yarly in 1861, ehe was fail-~
ing repidly. Palithful Mariemne Ripley stood by Oeorge, and Huth
Charlotte Dans came on from Boston. In February, Sophia died, leaving
& memory of unselfish devotion. By sn odd chance, the Catholic Chureh
in Bpston, from whilch she was buried wiih all the cersenonies of her
religion, was the old Purchase Streect Congregationsl Chureh where
-George had presched,

Leaving New ffork, George went to Braokiyn, and let despalr close
over him. A letier of this perisd to John Sullivan Dwight shows his
state of mind. Dwight had also recently lest his wife, and the two

unheppy men tried to write to each other their profound sympathy.

348 gophia Ripley to Ruth Charlotte Dems, July £, 1860. A.L.S. in M.H.S.



George recslled past times:

Neither you nor I can ever forget that _leasont sfter-
noon in Central Park & st th- Brevoort Houze, which w»ass the
last festive enjoyment which our desr Sophia ever took part
in, & which seemed almost as a preperation for the great
sorrow <hich wag 80 soon to overtske us both. It was only
about six weeks from that time ~hen 1 received the awful
snnouncement, which I could not but regard ss the death-
warrant; slthough a2fter you went sway, especially in the
months ol August & Ceptember, L &s again under the illu-
sion of too fond hopes: and when your great trisl came in
the depgarture of that beasutiful, that nohle Ons, -“hom we
511 0o ruch loved, our sympathy was the xeener, the more af-
fectionate, from having, as ~ethen dreamed, had such 2 nar-
row escape ourselves, bBut alarming symptoms soon made thelr
anyearance, and before the plessant autunn hzd gone 1t was
evident that net another Ugtober moon, which she alvays
greoted with s perfectly child-liks rapture, was to shine
upon us together. From that time, her ;rogress to the
"gilent shore® was ragld & for the most [ art, peaceful;

& it is Ju:.t ten months tunight sinece we closed hsr

precious ey=s in the inexyressibly swect and beauvtiful sleep
rhich eecmed to give & new revelation of the gpirit, on the
rmoment of its de.srture. Everything ic now ss fresh as if
it were but yesterdny; & nothing effaces from ny mind the
imoges of those heart-r-nding months, those lonely night-
watehes, & 8ll those worda & looks which gron aven rore

full of pathos in theremembrsnce then in the reslity,

You, my dear Friend, wers deprived both of the sgoni-s
& the solemn joys of accompanying the Une dearcgt on sarth
to the very edge of the dark valleyj you can thernfore
raecell sic] mors suslly the happy scenes of life ; & are not
haunted by imsyes which give the days & wesks of parting e
terrible pathog, of which in our ger=sre, philoso, hic daye,
aven fangy hss no conceptlon, Ky sorrox is like the griaf
of the mother who remembers the sufferirgs of her dsrling
from long watchings; you have nothing between the recollection,
of the dexrest earthly Jjoys, & the brightrst heev-unly hop=s,
to whie!: our human hearts sust e¢ling, =ven when faith is dim
and knowledge at utter fuult.

I em leading a very lonaly life, «hich i:s not without a
certalin sdern satisfaction, in clasiming #o litiie from
societys but the friends who ware once desr ure dearer thanp
ever; and L zup_.ose it must be tuken as a pro6f of the nesr
a, ,roact of nge, that th- intersste of cdther days seem 80 much
more vital than those of the present....”

rr i

N

Yﬂeorge Rigley to John Sullivan ¥wight, Dee. 4, 1861, A, L. &. In 2. F.
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CHAPTER
RENEVED LIFE

In 1865, George went to Washington, at the invitation of the Charles
Anderson Danas. The occasion was nothing less than the second inaugura-
t.on of Lincoln, and & gay party from New York went down together,
ineiuding George, whose genial nature had begun to assert itself, In &
letter to Marianne he describes the expedition detail by detail., There
was snother reason for his letter, Larlanne had been prodding him with
sisterly curiousity to know if there wes any truth in the report of hLis
engagement to a young girl., George hedged:

I cannot think it can be true, as nothing has been sald

about it here, although I am very much devoted to Miss Carrie

Cranch, & Miss Emily Ames (the former aged nine, the latter

twelve), but notiilng serious hes yet come of it. Cur little

cousin lattie I ssldom see, & though & nice girl, she is not

at all in my line,>>0
If there were any truth in the report, st least the description of the

lady as a young girl would be impossible,

350 George Ripley, to Marianne Ripley, March 12, 1865, A.L.S. in
Br. W.H.S,



see 1f ever I form s new reletion, it w»1ill be -ith & ~oman
whose dignity of charucter, experisnee of life, & brave en-
dursnce of sorrow & suffering fit her to be the congenial com-
panion of my declining yesrs,

The next letter to Marisnne is ostensgibly sbout his religious
views and the Third Uniterian >ociety of Octevius Brooks Frothinghem,
for shom he heg reluctantly consented to act ss & delegate at the
Unitarian convention.

I have very little interest in ecclcsiastical politics,
& no attraction for th: seeciesty of the brethren, slthough 1
belisve with you that Unitéirisnism contains the germ of
valuabls truthj chiefly however in its love of _rogress, &
its libersl construction of the traditionsl religious
gymbols & records. I cetill enjoy #r, Frothinghsm's admpi-
rable services very highly, & am never absent from the
Church on &undayj slthough =y inter st is in grest Lart of
s socisal nsture, being very inti ﬁe #ith several members &
fepllies of the congregstion....v

Hear the close of the letiter esme voluble protssts that he hed no in-
tention of getting msrried, At lesst, he wouldn't unless there wese
love on both sides. By a remsrkable coincidence, he had formed a
most teautiful sttachment., He described the lady in aqusestions

She is a lady of German birth % eucation, but a resi-
dent of New York for seversl years, and thoroughly Americen
in her feelingse, hablits, & menners, &he belonge to ons of
tre wealthiest & most respsetable familios of the mercan-
tile class in Stuttgart, the capital of Wurtemborg; & in
her ap;earsnce, cultivatlon,® manners ig g lady of the
rarest dignity, refinement, & delicacy.->

]
51 Ibid.

)

Ll

52 George Bipley to Marianne Rijley, Mer.26, 1856, A. L. S. in Br. V.

353 1pid,



This mypterious lady was loulse Augusta Hoermer Schlossberger, a
Cerman, the daughter of Louls Hoerner, of Stutigart. Her marriage,
which: had seemed & yood one had turned ocut badly, and her hustand had
deserted her in Mew York. She sent her little girl beck to Stuttgart,
and steyed on in New York, perhaps a little ashaxed to retuwrn to ber
father end mother, whose other deughters had all married very well.

She was extremely well educated in the polite education of languages
and music, the latter of which she taught for & living.

At the home of some rutusl friends in Hew York, the Blgalows,
the diminutive music tsacher met Ripley, in October lﬁ&f,.. In the
ziddle of the failawing Janusry, they became engaged. 754 Acoording
to his friend and blographer, Octavius Prooks Frothinghem, Tipley,
conscious of his siXxty-three years and her thirty, at first wished
adopt her, 7% If he entertained such an idea in his lonely brain, he
soon evicted it. By Ootober, 1865, the courts had proncunced her husband
legally dead. On the 1Eth of that month, they were married in Cctavius
Brooks Frothingham's church, in the regence of "a few of our common
friends (about two hundred)". 3%

The imnediate result was that Ceorpge went cut into sooclety e great
deal, shich he liked, as he was maturally gregaricus. DPeing also consci~
entious, he worked ag hard as he could to meke up for the time gpent in

354 ceorge Ripley to Marianne Ripley, Apre 9, 1865, A.L.S. in
Br. %.H3.

358 1ife, ppe 243-4e

356 George Pipley to Marianne Riplay, Octs 15, 1865, 4.L.S. in
Bre W HeSe
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soeisl econsinne, In spril, 1860, Louisa teck her Musghend further
afield than to the houses of their friends, Oeorze had never vigited
Burope, and she desirdd intensely to take him thers, end proudly
diaplay her trophy defore the Hoermers in Stuttizart.

The trip to Burepe seemed to close an epoch in feorge's 1ife.
He wrote Marianns in a tone of reminiscence;

You remember I presume that it ig Just twenty-five

years (I think this very day) since we packed up our souls

ant bodles in Mr. Ellis* o0ld wogon & went out to Ironk

Farm. Who would have thought that such %2 gtrange event-

ful hiatory, " would be the consequence! Next week will also

be the twenty-C1ifth anniversary of the esxtablislment of

the ?hms, which we shall celebrate by the exiarpement
of the paper, & parhaps by a aimr of the yrébrietors.

It completes my seventeeni) yéar of ssrvice, two years & 2e8

a half longer than I was the incumbhent of St. Anne Dominil,

On the whole, Hipley's first Buropean trip was a distinct suo~
cess. He made a few remarks about! the Barope of actuslity not be-
ing = very different exrerience from the Burope of gulde-books.
These comments were undoubtedly perfunctory, and in keeping with a
time in which Emerson, in discussing the treasures of the soul,
kent preaching to his delighted féllev-tmmn that not 211 the
sizhta of Burope could add anything to the fullness of 1ife in
Concord,

The main object of the ﬂuii, to make the acqueintance of
Louisa's famlly, turned out very well. The drother-in-law, a French

champagne merchant, de Bary, was of the nobillity. Fe took the Rinleys

357 georse Ripley to Marisnne Ripley, Jan. 26, 1966, A. L. S. in Br V.M. S.

368 georpe Ripley to Marianne Ripley, Her, 26, 1866. A.L.S8. in Br,¥.7.8,



to his handsome country house, and introduced them to the fashiomable
soclety of Rhiems. Then the Ripleys went on to 3tuitgart to neet the
immedinte family.

Hr. Hoerner was a leading merchant of Stuttgart, and he and his
wife made much of Loulisa's fine, successful, bearded husband, who had
a saattering of thelr lenguage and was the aistlnguima aditor of an
encyclaopedia. George found Loulsa's sister, Hadnme de Bary, “a very
beauiiful, etylish womsn,® very intelligent and well-resd, “though.
nothing of a blue-stocking®. He liked his litile step~daughter,
Carmels, a frail, dright child, but decided to leave her with her
adoring grandparents, :huhad_ of transplenting her to the other side
of the ocean,

Ascompanied by Carmela and her murse, the Ripleys went to Baden-
Baden, where louisa and Carmela went on long walks and drnnk goat's
milk, and George sesms to have declined the goat's milk, and written
long letters on the Prussian-Anstrian war to the mm. He also
wrote ﬁaﬁm about the circle of his wife's relatives and friends:

- The social cirecle to which she belongs live in a

style of eass & elegance to vhich I have never made sny

pretensions, & to which in fwt, m‘r ny experiences at

Saete, an osghing t+ 1n & pieiner veg 3B T

2 » wAY.
_ma tmwllmg in Itﬂy and thﬂm thay reoturned to America,

and Sook !’ooms in the ﬁfth Avemw !!atal.

3% Georse Ripley to Mariamme Ripley, July 25, 1868, A.1.S. in Br W..8.



CHAPTER XXVIIT
A DISTINGUISMED MAN OF LETTERS
In June, 1867, the Ripleys wrote Marimmne that they had leased

360 yitn them Lived s Mrs. Long, her

the Bancroft house for two years.
vidowed demghter, and granison, After a brief wacation in Omngo,
Yew Jersey, &hﬂy returned to New York, snd inatalled themselves in
thelir new @mﬂmm Loulas was a brisk, German housekesper, and
‘sent George off to mariet every day, which ha rather enjoyed, 362 ghe
was very fond of soclety and the Alpleys beonme familiar figzures at
the soeial gatherings of the @i&y, On January 22, they geve nn
svening party to repay their warious obligetions, which, it surprised
George to find, required sending out two hundved snd seventy-five
invitations. The affair bogan st nine-thirty and supper was served
at eleven. This meal included boned turkey, quails, pariridge, seed
birds, jellied tongue, ham, charloties, ice creams, nouget, glazed

fruis, end sundry wines from the de Barys, including chempagne.

360 Loulsa Ripley to Mnrianne Ripley, June 23, 1887, 4.1.9%. in 3r, W, H.S.

361 George Ripley to Harianne Rinley, Sent. 70, 1887, A.L.S. in Zr,W.H.S.
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A Hiss Topp played ‘the pim.m George had come a long way since the
Brook Farm feasts o? reason, squash, end brown bread. KRe was one of
the distinguished literary figures of New York,

In 1869, the Ripleys made a second trip to Murope, during which
George wrote a series of lettera %o the Tridbune which considerabdly
enhanced his already substantisl reputation. The Ripleys saliled on
tre Scotia, on May 12, srrived in iEngland, and spent ten days in
London, In this ciiy occourred (eorge's gresat Suropean disspvoint-
ment, He went hopefully to meet the Carlyle of theory, and met
instead the Carlyle of fmct, who was in a foul humor at the tine,

He greeted Ripley by spluttering eo many maledictions agninst the

form of govermment of the United States that the Americsn gave up

thne attempt at high conversstinn, and welked gquietly out, leaving the

seer still splutiering. ™ mne other London emcounters were pleasont, FHe
saw Benjemin Jowett, 5. ¥W. Smalley, Johz Bright, ¥W. H, Cahmning, J. J. Tay-
lor, James Martineau, John Tyndamll, 7. H. Huxley, Louils Blasne, Frances
Fower Oobbe, and Henry Morley. ¥From London they procesded to Parls,

vhere the denik weather successfilly speiled their fun by giving George

s bad cold."F mey went to Baden-Baden, where he recuperated,

As far ag the Tribune was concerned, the objective of the tour
was the Oscumenicel council in Rome. Vhitelaw Reld, the mansging editor,
suzgested that Ripley go to Saes for the opening of the cansl, dut Riplsy
vetoed the idea, %0 Po Rome he would go, snd no farther. ¥Me arrived in the
Eternal city in nlenty of time to make srrangements far_ infovmatinn through

hils connectlionsg with the Americen hierarchy. Ept a1l sources were seanled tizht.

563 1oulsa Ripley to Marisnne Ripley, Peb.18,1868, A.L.3. in Fr.W.K.S,

354 yoward Wilson, op.cit.,p.156. Swift,op.cit.,n.143 dates this interview
incorrectly.

368 George fslip{ay to Horace Greeley, July 17,1862.A.L.5. in ¥ew York Public
George Hipley to Whitslaw Reld, sug. 7,1869.A.L.3. in Yew York Feralde
Trivune files., Wereafter this collectinn wiil be referred to ns ¥%.Y.H.-Trid,
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In disgust;, Ripley wrote Whitelaw Reid:

I kave been here Just ten days. I came in good sea-
son, 88 I told you I should in my letter of Nov. 1& from
¥ienna, in reply to your telegram of the 10th, in order %o
reconnoitre and make myself master of the situation., I at
once comnenced operations for procuring informmtion, that
should glve authority and weight to my letters, c¢alling upon
such of the clergy as I knew, ant delivering some of my
mumerous letters of introduction, %sounding =my dim and peri-
lous way® through an ocean of Catholic reserve and duplicity.

. M™us far everything has bdeen totally unsuccessful. There is
no wish to favor the press, or to facilitate reports. A
Plind secrecy is the order of the day. The loman priest hatee
a journalist more than the devll hates holy water. There are
no newspspers Lo speek of in Rome, and it is difficult to zet
hold of any of the gond Burepean jJournels.... not a Serman
sand hardly a Prench newspsper being found in the reading
rooms or hotela., Un to Saturday night I desnaired of
being able %o obtain even a shred of exact information om
which to expatiate rhetoricslly. I then dlscovered thr% the
reporter for the Cincinnati and $t. Louis Catholic Weeklies
{and Americsn Catholic lady who has been for years in Rome,
and is in high favor with the Jesuits) had zot possession
throush them of facts an? details which would not aprear in
Boman print for a week at least, and was about %o send then
to her pepers in America, thus ensuring = dead beat on the
¥. Y. journals. Vhat was to be done? 1 knew that this lady,
who by the vey 1s a very intelligent and trustworthy person
(for a Catholic) wae snxious to odtain a correspondence with
the Tribune and I lost no time in sndeavoring to prevent her
from using her facilities (which at present I am convinced
are exclusive) to our detriment. Without bBeing mesly-mouthed,
Y proposed to her on the spot to furnish me with the raw
naterial which she should get for her wwm use from the Jesults,
and ip wearon for my letters to be published in the Tribune
beore heres should resch Cincinnati pr 24. Louis. 1T offered
to pav her the price of her letters for the gane, vie. $15
in gold each, the sgresement to stop at my option. I do not
think ore then the stuff for 3 or 4 letters will be required,
perhans not even that, at all events without I have got from
her, I should not have hed straw enough for 2 single brieck,

X trust you will unhesitatingly approve of this arrangement,
and meet the exiras exrense., It was absolutely necessary to
avoid an ignominious defeat. The matter that I now send you
can certainly be relled on. It 1s sbsolutely new and will
appear only next Saturdsy in Rome, and will not get into the
London pepers in time for them to anticipate ita publication
by yourself. I am 23111 working with several other irons in the
fire, and if angthing ean be got, you may depend on my diligence
to obtaln it. 36

367 Georze Ripley to Wnitelaw Reid, Nov. 20, 1869. A. L. S. in W, Y.

Ké "?fib.
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The lady revorter proving not as helpful as he hnd hoped, he was left
to his own sources of information. As the proceedings of the council
baoame mtomus, the Ripleys set out for southern ttaly, and then
bdack to Germany. In an Italisn or German bookshop, he found a volume
of Hmerson's essaye which had been nprinted in London since Ripley come
abrosd, Sosiety and Solitude. Rivley wae dslighted and set down in hie

Journal & long apprecietion of Emerson, moat of it high praise, ut
with two harsh criticiems: that Emersonts idees were fairly common-
place, though clothed in splendid langusge; and that Imerson was
insufficiently methodicel to follow a demonstration of Euclid, 368 In
Stuttgart, he attended a socislist conventien. He staped long enough
in Gammy to write four letters to the Mmm on ths PFranco-Pruassian
¥ar. But in the autumm of 1870, he had had enough travel snd the
Hipleys found themselves homs min.m
In 1872, Horace Oreeley ran for the presidency agninst Grsnt, He
was overvhelningly defeated, and died soon after. Whxi intereat
RAipley took in the campalign 1s unknowm. But in the inter-Tribune
politice immedintely after the death of Greeley, he had the keenest
concern. He threw his welght to "hitelaw Meld, whom he admired, in
~ that ,;mmﬁisﬁ's struzle for the editorshin. In » letter to Bayapd
Paylor 1n June, 1873, he miowd the ‘&'ﬂmﬁ aﬁ.si@ aof the winter
tefore: |

388

369 4120, p. 272.

Life, pp. 266-772,



I do not wonder at your despair in regard to the
Tribune crisis in December., We were certainly on the
brink of ruin. Even before Mr. Greeley's death, there
was an attempt on the part of the trustees headed by Sin~
cleir to discharge Whitelaw Reid, & I may say that it
would have been ocarried, had I not resisted the movement
with all the energy which single-handed I could exers.
This was before Sinclair's proposal to sell to Orton. I
succeeded in bringing over a mejority of the trustees to
my view thet it would be utter msdneass to take Reid from
the helm in such a threatening storm. Then ceme Sinclair'es
plot to sell & put Colfex in charge. Neither Reid nor Hay
knew what was going on. I found that it wes a foregone con-
clusion on the part of Sinelalr %o chenge the proprietorship
& management of the paper. Both Orton & himeelf personally
solioclited me to retain my position, with the assurance that
no change in that respect was contemplated. 3But I at once
decided that my property in the concern would be damaged
by the proposed revolution, & insisted that the old internes,
including yourself, should have the chance to sell. i in-
formed Reid, Hay, Rooker, O'Rourke, & Fitzpatrick of my
determination $0 part with my shares, & they at once gave
it thelr approval & decided $to follow my example. After-
wvardi we thought it might be better to retain e portion of
our interest in the gallant old ship, though it shounld
change ite captain & owners, & accordingly, with the ex-
ception of Reid & Hay, we each held on to one share.

Then came Reid's superd coup d'etat, one of the moast
magnificent pleces of diplomatic strategy ever achieved by
mortal man., ¥From that moment the Tribune was safe. Gloria
in excelsis has been singing itgelf, from the very bottoem
of my heart ever since. The paper was never helf ro good
as now. It has more than the strength of the old Tribune,
without its egoentriocity, shall 1 say without ites wvulgarity.
Everybody speaks well of it. It is paying detter than ever,
$100,000 net profits since Jan. 1 {6 mos.).

The coatrscting of so large & dedbs (half & million at
least) 1s indeed tremendous. The gmame involves a terribdble
risk, But with success, the profit is proportionally immense.
If the bullding is once completed, the rental may safely de
trusted for a large contridution towarde the expense cof ths
paper, so that a part of the proceeds of that will be clear
gain,

There is no reason to doubt of success except the health
of Mr, Reid. ZEvery thing spperenily depends on him. His
conduct is incomparably fine. His qualities for the position
are truly wonderful. But should sny adversge fate happen %o
Reid, who is to play out the game which he has opened with
guch dBrillisnt promise?! But we need not think of this.
Rather let us look forward with cheerful hope that all the
good omens of the present will be fulfilled in the future.

231,
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The course of 8inclalr has been inconesivably
rerndelous & disgraceful. Had 1t not been for bis
rascally & inssne menagemeni, the incore of the Tribune
for the lagt ten yeers sight have been doubled, I saw
for & long time thet there wsa eomething frightfully
"rotten in Denmerk,® tut sfter repeated expestulations
with B, G, at the bosrd of trustees, I found I wss only
subjecting myself to annoysnce sithout ithe slightest
chence of moving bhin to wholssome action, His timidity &
indifference in that respect will alweys cast & shade over
2y memories of thet glorifisd wmen. >

At a mpeeting of the stockholders, after the dsath of Greeley, Ripley
wag unanimously clected Prasgldent of the Hew York Tribune éssocistion,

to which office he was reelected every year woiil his death in 1880,

370 George Rijley to Bayard Teylor, Juns 9, 1873. A4.L.8. in Cornslld
Univergity Library.



CHAPTER XX1X
THE CRAND QLD kAN

Ripley's vigorous old ege was 88 full of hotior and svccess eos his
middle years hsd been of obscurlily aad &arﬁsﬁiﬁa o had becune 8 linde
wark, o zipesker at besqueita. He mads the apeseh &t the laying of the
cornar stone of the zew Iribumg buiidicg In 1974, und sddresssd Whitelaw
Reid on behall of the Iribuns shaff st the openlng of the buildlsg, a
¥eoar leter., Bis laagusge badape lordds

I nz today culy ihe spok -man of aur young frionds,

rhe have rogueebsd pe W0 sey & fow words on this ocvssion

#ith the wieh, I ;rasuse, to %em or the enthuplisss of youth

#ith the gravity of age; bud L shuall oot indulge in the ve-

flsetions suggeatod by long exgurdence, & =ill sar gg;hiag

that dors rob “low frosh end weik fYon the hoarteeee?’

372
In 12874, he veesived & degrue of LL.E. frow the Unlwersity of Richigen,

From 1372 to 1276, hw woried st the revisiop of the
273
Appleton's half-million A0ller projest.

7L George Elpley, WE, Zprachosk, i H.0.L, & drsft of his sddross

far &fﬂt’#, 1&*}?1 1"}’ lwsq
372 Rdiz, ve 77,
373 Derby, 2i..gibe, 3. 182,
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The serupulous falrmess with which he conducted the Arerican
Cyeclopedis cen be seen from a letter Lo Rev, Zdward Lbboti:

New Americen Cyclopedia, ippleton's Building, 551 Eroadway,
Feb, 2t, 1874.

Your favor of the 23d inst. was received & few days since,
for which 1 beg you to accept my cordisl thanks,.

ly attention had already been directed to the article
which you encloge, & I am sure that it is quite unnecessary for
me to say to you that the charge of condusting the new sdition
of the Cyclopedia in the interests of the Catholie Church is
without even the shadow of foundation. The present edition is
conducted on the sane plane as the old one, which is distinetly
announced in ihe preface of e same, “In order io ssoure the
wmost completls Justice, in llds respect, the various sriicles
in the work have been entrusted, as far es pessible, to writers
whose siudies, position, opliions, & tastes, were a gusrantee
of their thorough informetion, & which furnished & presumption
of their feirness & ilupertiallity...Zach subject has been
treated in the point of view of those with whom 4t is &
speclaity, & not in et of indifferent or iostile observers.'
«soThus the article on "Anabaptists® was written by Pev., Pro-
fussor Cutting, of Hochester Universiiy...

This plan, we thought, worked admirally. 1 have never
heard it complained of bufore. On the contrary, the Cyclo~
pedis, a8 far as I know, haes been univerzally commended for
whe fairness, the intelligence, & the ixpariiality of its re-
ligiocus articles. The seme ios besn most dilijently & most
conscientiouasly followed In revising ihe present edition, The
Catiolies have precisely the sawme gtetus in it as tie cther
religious denominaticns—ne less & no more. Ye have bul one
Catholic writer, Ir., C'Peilly, & man of great lesrning &
liberelity, a seceder fros the Jesults, who thus far has never
shown the slightest disposition to fevor hisg Church. He could
not do soc however, if he would, as all hils articles (as well
g& others) are thoroughly examined by Mr, Desas, lir. Hobert
Carter, & myself, bvesides the scrutiny of two or three otier
vigilant revisers veflore they are flnelly printed. DUr.
U'Rellly's letter is perfectly lanccent-—s mere announcement
W Catholle subsceribers thetl the doctrines & cerecmconiss of
tieir Church would not be misrepresented although the work
weae conducted wunder such strong Trotestant influences.

I beg you howsver, my dear 8ir, to watch us well, & if
after the most ecareful serubtiny of our religious articles,
you find any marks of partiality, I hope - ou will surmon us
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to repentance. There ia nbihing we alm at more sarnestly than to
4o Justice, without partiallty or favor, to every bramh of the
Church as wall as every deparinant of sclence.

I w11l not close without thanking you for the very intelli-
gent notice of Yols. I-1IV, mm sppeared recently in your

colunng. Such comments are ingtruetive & walunble as most
| Dewspapers are worthless....*

Besides writing reviaws for the Tribune, Ripley frequently wrote
obituaries. He had completely taken nn the mewspaper attitude,
dictated by the pecessity of sppearing in pring, thst news should go
out at the earliest possible moment., His outlosk on death, at the
mm office nt least, can only de descrided as prossic. On one
v M mmiau, he wrote:

Dear Hr. Raid

I enclose a brief notice of Nr. Fletoher Harpsr, who
1f et1l1l living will probably not survive the night. I
hope you will find it epportune,

Yours faithflly
g. » 376

37 Waat 19th 8¢,
Sanday 4 P,
Hay 27, 1877,
An interesting case in point is that of Mre. Fenry Fleld, = friend of
the Ripleys:
13 West 29%h St

Banday, P. M. 4 oclock
Yeb, 28 78

Ny dear Hr, Reid

Hrs, Henry Fleld 1w mot ox:pecud to live many houre .
and may pass svay bdefore moraing, though I think she will

574 georre Ripley to Edward Abbott, Feb. 28, 1874, A. L. 8. in W. C. L.
378 george Ripley to Whitelaw Reid, Frb. 28, 1876. A.L.S. in N.Y.H.-Trib,



survive a few days.

The ZEwvening Post wlll have = long notice, and on
agcount of her pecullar hiatory and position, you way
azvree with me that 1t would bde well to give a somewhat
extended sketoh in the Tritune,

I send what I have written in order to be pre-
pared for any event, =nt i you spprove, it might dbe
best to put 4% in W in season for a proof.

Yours aﬁr falthfully,
0.2378
The practieality of the outleock would be appelling, 1if mpley had no
further fcaltmgs on the matter. ™t a letter !‘ma Henry H, Pleld,
two veeks ai'ter Eipiear'a meno, m $hat Bhere had been snother
statemsnt o! the matter:

2 Baet 15
Harch 13, 1878

Dear Mr. Ripley

' How gan 1 ever thank you enough for a1l your kind-

' nasges to me & mine, & especially in your words, so
tender & so true, spoken of tho beloved dead? It is in~

" deed a grest consolation to me ir my bitter sorrow, that
ny dear wife is so jJustly sppreciated by a large circle
of friende-—4& such friends. You & Hrs. Ripley have
leng been smong those vhom we esteemed the mont, But
sinve thls last experience you hsve a stronger hold than
ever on ny grateful affection. May you long be spared
$o each other, & have n years of happimess, is the
earnest desire of....

Ripley's last mmm:a wiﬁn; was his chapter in Justin
Windsorts mmm Kistm of Boﬂmz. on. %x%em’ place in the

i

AN - PR
o

- B76 george Ripley to Wnftelaw Reld, Feb, 28, 1876. AL.S. in N.Y.F.-Trib.

3 Henry M. Pleld, to George Rivale:, Kar., 13, 1878, A.L.S5. in Ripley's
Sorapbock, in H. €. L.
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History of Philosophic Thought.® His were ths sketches of FKirkland,
Levi Hedge, and Horton. The chapte: was finished by Ceorye . Eradford.
Ripley had been suggested to ¥indsor by Frederic Henry Hedge, to whose
library of trenslations he had contributed articles on Schlelermacher,
and by Georyge E. Ellis, 318

Ripley's later years were uneventful. ILouisa, who liked travel-
ing as much as he detested it, went to Cermany in 1874, to bring back
his step-daughter, Carmela.’’9 FRipley became extremely fond of the
glrl. He enterteined for her, and nemed her in his will as benefici-
ary in ocase of the death of lLouisa. 380

In 1877, an old Brook Farmer attempted & reunion of the surviving
members. Ripley sent tlie group & messages

Brook Ferz may well point to the children who graced

her soclal services so long time ago, and whe have since

ripened inte strong men and noble women, saying, with

the mdea% sijri“ of the Ropman matron, “"These are my

Jewals."

Yords of appreciation from persons he admired gave him & very
real and unsophisticated plemsure. In his scrap ook, he wrote down
the kind mentiion which Professor Tyndell had made concerning him to a

friend in Jew York. oo

378 Justin "indsor, to George Ripley, Jen. 23, lBEQ, A.L.5. in M.H.S5,.

379 George Ripley to “sey Feb. 14, 1875, R.LeS. in K.ll.E.

380 George Ripley, Will, copy in records of the Court cf the Surro-
gate of New York County. BExcept for three beguests, the estate

was Lo go to loulsaj in came of her death Lbefore Fipley's, to
Cermels in case of her death, to her husband, Max Von (rull,

381 m' Do 1540

382 John Tyndell to E,L. Toumens, Ieb. 19, 1875, portion copled in
Y86, feorapbook, in H.C.L.
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In his relationship with the Tribune in his later years, he ex—

pected speecial mttention, and got Lt. There is a simple but eloguent

exchange of inter-office memos.

37 West 19th 5t. June 3, 1876
¥y dear kr. Held

see By complaint of the composing room was not that
the proof was sent too late, but the carelessness of the
person in charge wsho peid no attention to my written di-
rection to send gopy with proof, and whe sent up Suelley's
louden letter instead of the second gnllqy of Eryunt,
which was ready.

Yours faithfully,
G.R, 383

And on the bottom of tihe note, in Reld's hands

Wre. Thompsons Better see whoe is responsible for
this and report to me about it. Mr. Ripley is sensitive
to neglects of this kind snd they ought to be very care-
ful about him.

Hol,

Ee was not, however, a stuffy old man., He remained throughout

his life particularly sensitive tc the feelings of others. He liked

to be liked. A&t the end of a letter to Rev. Sdwsrd Abbott, he wrote:

My dear Lir. Abbott, I beg you to belleve that your
expreseions of ersonal appreclation are sccepted in
the seme spirlt in which they are given, & that your
youthful enthusiasm is &8s welcome & beuutiful, as if
the frosts of many winters had not whitened my bﬁgd,
though I trust they have not chilled my heart.>

There wes an even more attraciive expression of his kindly feelings.

383

384

Ceorge Ripley to hitelaw Teid, June 3, 1878, A.L.&. in H.Y,
Lerald-Tribune files.

Coorge Mplag’ to Edward Abbﬁtt; Oct, 20’ 1875, A.L.S,. in
HoCole
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As he gat walting for hls pmfs to be Ml&wm at the assigred minute,
the messenser arrived, kaing particularly bedragaled, XRipley ex-
tracted the story, and wrote Reld about it,
681 Fifth av. Aprid 3, 1880
¥y dear Fr. Retd

‘ e young lad who dringe my proofs (enl who scems
to be a nice civil little fallow) was Imocked down,
kicked, trampled on and otherwise shamefully mtmm
by & gang of large Yoys, ss he left the Elewated R, R,
4th Av, & 5314 St..last evenlng »t half past 8 occlock.
s gang of bYoys hount the loeality of the Station in
the evening and appear to be watching »n chanece to do
mischief, I fear our 1ittle boy may get lmrt Ly the
raffisns, ns he is not very stout and apparently not
meh of 2 fighting charscter,

Would 1t bs well to substitute am older fellow in
his plmc, big enough to take care of himself, or to
send him by the Hadlson Av. cars; or to give a hint %o
an M. P, if one should ever hsppean to. be on hand when
wanted,
fmu*l fn&thfully
‘6. W5
And on the reverse side was written in Reid's hand:
D, W
¥hat do you kmow sbt. this?
w. 30
He 1s one of Hr. T™mpson's boys, snd, as Mr. Ripley eays,
2 nice 1ittle folldw, ¥e had not told Hr. Thompsin any-
thing adout the matter, but Mr. 7. will a2t once take ateps
to stop the attacks on him,

D, ¥,

386 George Hipley to WMitelaw Reld, Apr. 3, 1880, A, L. B, in N.Y.H-Trib.



In his last y srs, Eipley's mind sas, as slways, intensely active,
4 little notebook, condaininy comments on philoso hy, in perticular on
Hartmann's Philosochy 2f the “neonseious, shows the care with which he
gnalys=4 such 6f his resding,., He diseusses the guestion of ind in
Ratures

It is edmittad on all hends that the cosmic forees of

Hature prerent ,henomsng that sre charactsriged by Intelli-

geues, #ill, & Adaptive Furpose, sltho.gh sithout Conseious-

NeB8Beess

He offered four explenations of the »orkings of unconscioug »ind in
natures

1. 7They are the lmmediate affectis of the Civine Fower & Wisdoms the
immediste fetion of God,

F]

« They sre the efTects of secondary @susas, ordained & con-
continued by God, like Flastic ®aturs, ths Soul of the
%orld, &e., ‘

3. Thay are dur %o nualitiss inherent in the eosmic Forms them-
selvea, without meference to any other sgemey, natural or
sppernatural, material or spiritual,

4L+ They are the action of an Absolute, “neconscious Fowrr (Hiarte-
mann's One & All, corres_ onding to Upinosa's Substance,Kants
Ding in Sich,dpencer's Unikno abls, & the God of Theism, of
which all ths obscrved facte sre phenomonssreoresentalionec)eee

Hartmann®s problem may be described ss "the oxgosition of the un—~
conseioun foreess of Naturs wshich set with jurpose & intelligence.®,..
Hzrtmann generalizes the unconscious action ag & unitery foreey 1
regard ‘1t as the sction of the cosmic forgse, according to their in-
herent cuslities, without refsronce to any unitary ,rineijle, ' ©F

Rigley's philosoyhieal views in his old ege included belief in a materiel

and agpirituel princi.le, and excomsd to unclude that of g conselous God.

38¢ George Ri ley, 8. Notebook, in M. H. S,
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The full recognition of mind in contrast with mattesr,
involves two thingst--lst thet mentsl processeg are
conseious yrocisses, and these onlys that such processes
beyond our congciousness are indicated to us by order, by
the adaptation of means to ends,. 87

The last definitive statement of Ripley': religious belief: was in
1853, to Theodore rarker, almost thirty years before his death, dur-
“ing sll of which y ars his active, insuiring mind was never idle,

In 1853, he wrotet

I hold tc nothing mors strongly than that every men
should be the foundsr of his osn religiont & hence,
where this is done, we can hardly exgect any two to sgtand
on the same latform....For my osm lart, as I presume you
can thoroughly understand, the only religion which I be-
lieve in is the recognition of the Civine in man & nature,.
The Good, the Beautiful, & the True is tre Holy Trinity
which comnands the convictions of my intelinct, & the adora-
tion of my heart, Hence, I can love & worshiy Jesus as
the inearnation or #ternal Truth, Beauty, & Gosdness.
Hence, too, I can love & worship all True, Good, & Besuti-
ful men & women, &5 incarnetlions of the ineffable, incon-
ceivable Godhead., The sdoption of this fsith seesms to me
the turning~.oint of humanity. I cannot =x,res: my sense
of ite importance to the _.rogress, the. salvation, the pouwsr,
glory, & blessednezs of the race. ¥hen men recieve sie thisg
as a living faith, “atan #ill faint with mort 1 sickness, the
millenium will deawn ugon nations, social harmony «ill be
inaygurated, & this "nasty"™ world be transfigured into the
heavenly Zion. MNow, my desreest Theodore, it seems to me
that you do not give sufficient prominence to thiz idea in
your theology, & instead thereof take your stand too sx-
clusively on the personality of the Godhead., God is Epirit;
hence not Persons or if so in essence, not zo to ug; for
hew can we preccucile personality, with infinityj; limitation,
with non-limit:-tion} existcence, with the essence of Being.
ind practically, how much sgiritual dsmage sccrues from

387 1lbid. It pust be remembered that Ri ley'c notee were almort en-
tirely criticezl, hence this use of the srgument from order in the
univerce cannot be certainly zscribed to him -s his; it say be
a frrgment of ensiysie from his trememdous resading.
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pressing the idea of personslityl To moet men, God is am
mach n fetish as he wazg to the Jews, or Pagrnna--they place
a shopeless idel, more or less refined, in place of the
Etornal Trinity,--Oocodness, Besmuty, & Truth,--in which
unless A man belleve he szhall without doubt perish ever-
lastingly. You found the ides of ethical obligations on

the sanctlions of a personsl Ged, 1T place 1t on the

eternnl 1dea of Right in the Soul,~~which is infinite,

Tere, let me say, youdewriate from the path of true progress,
The vital problem of this zge is to bring mrn to self
consolovsners=-to inltiate iz him the Imowledze of the
divine humanity. Iverything thnt we ascribe to God lives

in the Scul of Msn., It iz as ensy to poncelve of the self-
existence & eternity of the universsl divine princinle za

of that of the fetish, with which most men identify God.
This suppasition iz far mwore in sccordsnce with the facts of
the Universe. 4ind as a matter of argument, you are well
aware that the common reassoninge of Ews@ theology are
broken cisterns Whlch can hold no water,

Octavius Prooks Frothingham, whosze church Ripley attended, and vho was
his friend and blograspher, indleates that throughout his life, Rinley
preserved on indefinite, ethicel thelsw.®® con the other hand, Pather
Hocker gtates that vhile he was still s Bedemploriast, in other words be~
fore 1867, Ripley said that when he 164 he would send for Recker, and
that when dying, he 414 ss, ut thet the msasage was not delivered,”"O
Brownson, who had set his heart or converting Ripley, states that the

critic feared ,wojwaﬁ kis ﬁaawwaas with 5@ i,ﬂ.ﬁu,_,ga if he hecnme .Q

Catholic, and that Rlpley expressed an intemtion of Joiming the Chureh
vhen he could afford to dc so. On the other hand, in Ripley's review
of Heckerts Cotholitiem and Transcendentsliam, in 18E5, Ripley saw =

fundamental oprosition between Catholiclem mrd his lifelons belief in

388 George Rinley to Theodore Parker, Sept. 26, 1883, A.1.8. in WM.H.S,
282 11fe, vp. 229235,

39 wniter E1110tt, The Life of Father Hecker (¥ew York, Columbms
Press, 1894),
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391
the intuitive power of mind. Beeker knew that he was in earnest, and

wrote Brownson thet Ripley had not understood the book, and that ®his

demon has pot & 1itile the mastery of him.® Be found some of Ripley's

statements ungenerous, but excused them, s Ripley's notice was favorable

to circulate the book, Hecker chisfly griavwﬁ”ovar Rigley's notice because

it shows uot a Catholic tone of mine in hin“.}gg Gn the subject of Ripley's

finel beliefs, nelther Frothinghem, Ripley's pastor, nor hls sarnest Cath-

olie friends couvid be conmlidered impartial, Frothingham, the friend of #ra.

Ripley, was w»riting sn authorised blography, and when he states that Loulsa

was the only verson to whom Ripley, dylng, turned, he had reason to believe

80, Father Hecker, when he reminisced about the religious views of his

dead friend, wa®z an old man. DRipley's remarks, possibly huworous, may

have seemsd in recollection more s-rious than they wers originally inctsnded.
On July 4, 1580, the old men was dying. Difficuldty in dreathing,

and uandoubtediy s fieree pride ke t him from his bed. Ae he sat at his

desk, Louipals face mimted out of eight., He had elipped into the same

wide sypaces ag Bophis, bis noble friend Theodore Parier, fierce old Andrewse

Borton, Sarah and Jerome Ripley, his sisters and dbrothers, and the vanished

hopes of Brock Farm,

391 ¥Weekly Tribune, Herch 17, 1855.

392 1Isaac T. Hecker to Orestzs A. Brownson, n.d., A.L.S, in Psulist
Archives,
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oollection of Yr. Frederie Wolsey Fratt; the collection of Frofeseor Harry
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¥illerd [wns Ripley in the cellection of Professor Heury Wadsworth Loug-
fellow [ane, coples of which are in Eadcliffe College. The Hostom Athe-
nseum CTharge Books for 1827-41 are s particularly waluable source on
fipley's reading. The Awerican Unitarian Associstion haus & book of
records of the Thirtesnth Comgregstional Seoclety; most of the items re~
lating to Hipley were published in A Farewell Discourse. The Association

also has MS. Journals of Theodore Ferker. There 1s & copy of the will of
George Ripley in the Burrogatee Court of New Tork County.
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Jen. 1E&3H,

*Professor Marsh's Tranelstion of Herder®. Ohristien EPxeminer, XVIII,
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