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The Rockefeller Archive Center.

Taconic Foundation

Population Council
Rockefeller Brothers Fund

Rockefeller Family Russell Sage Foundation

International Basic Economy Corporation 

Commonwealth Fund

General Education BoardRockefeller University

China Medical Board 

Near East Foundation 

Rockefeller Foundation

National Committee on US-China Relations 

Laura Spelman Rockefeller Memorial 

Bureau of Social Hygiene 

Social Science Research Council Asia Society 

American Conservation Association 
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The Reading Room. Some recent additions to the Bibliography of Scholarship.  

“The Rockefeller Archive Center is a repository of historical materials and a research center 

dedicated to the study of philanthropy and the many domains touched by American foundations, 

individual donors, and the civil society organizations they support.”
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Initial Negotiations
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Lebanon-Ford Foundation Field Office, Beirut, 1965.

Ford microfilm storage at the Archive Center.

Between November 2011 and February 2012, over 1,500 
cubic feet of boxes and 10,750 reels of microfilm were 

packed and shipped to the Archive Center.  

The Physical Transfer
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University of Manchester, Manchester Business School, 1969.

The Ford Archives 
at

the Ford 
Foundation
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The Ford Archives 
at

the Ford Foundation 

Colombia – International Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT).  
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Reference Tools

A reorganized version of the original Ford grants spreadsheet.
Iran – Gorgan Rural Development, 

Village Development Program, 1963.  
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One of the 450,000+ 
Ford Foundation Index Cards.

Lebanon – Ford Foundation Field Office, Beirut, 1965.  

Reference Tools
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Crunch Time!

Library, Munali African Secondary School, 
Lusaka, Northern Rhodesia, 1960.  

“Decoding” a Ford Foundation index card.  
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India – College of Home Science, Baroda, 1967.

Reference Tools
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Providing Reference 

Argentina – Torcuato Di Tella Institute, 
Office of the Economic Research 

Center, 1963.  
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Sharing Sessions 
for Staff 

Burma – University of Rangoon –
Teaching and Research in Statistics and 

Agricultural Economics, 1962.  
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Dealing with the Unexpected

Mexico – National School of Agriculture, Chapingo, 1963.  
Iran – Near East Foundation, Demonstration Project, Mamazon, 1956.  
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University College, Ibadan, campus as seen 
through the Library patterned façade, 1963.  

Thank you!

Bethany Antos
Rockefeller Archive Center

bantos@rockarch.org 
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SHOULD IT STAY OR 
SHOULD IT GO?
Using Reappraisal and Deaccessioning 
as Collection Management Tools

Sandra Glascock
Maryland Center for History and Culture
MARAC Spring 2023



Reappraisal
The process of identifying 

materials that no longer merit 
inclusion in an archives and that 

are candidates for deaccessioning.

Deaccessioning
The process by which an archives, 
museum, or library permanently 
removes accessioned materials 

from its holdings.

SAA, A Glossary of Archival and Records Terminology



Maryland Center for History and Culture

• Collecting materials since 1844

• H. Furlong Baldwin Library holds more than 7 million items

• 2005 when first official Library Collection Development policy 
written and approved



Backlog and Storage 
Space
• January 2021 regularly back onsite and 

time for a collections assessment

• Large backlog of unprocessed materials

• Running out of storage both for processed 
and unprocessed collections 

• Due to lack of collection development 
policy and appraisal standards



Preparation

• Conversations about procedures with MCHC Museum Department and 
other institutions such as the Valentine Museum

• SAA’s “Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning” 

• Survey of acquisitions spreadsheet

• Start by reappraising unprocessed collections:

• Material no longer falls under the current Special Collections 
Development Policy

• Over 5 boxes 

• Signed Deed of Gift 



Results
• Establishment of workflow and 

documentation procedures

• Within 2 years approximately 50 linear feet 
of material has been deaccessioned

• The “Better Places” include:

• Hagley Museum & Library

• Baltimore Museum of Industry

• McDaniel College Archives

• The original donors



Case Study: Pattison Auction House Records



Case Study: Pattison Auction House Records



Case Study: Pattison Auction House Records
Off to their new home at the Hagley!



Case Study: Pattison Auction House Records



Helpful Resources

• SAA’s Guidelines for Reappraisal and Deaccessioning

https://www2.archivists.org/sites/all/files/GuidelinesForReappraisal
Deaccessioning_2017.pdf

• SAA’s Abandoned Property Project

https://www2.archivists.org/groups/accessioning-acquisitions-
appraisal-section/abandoned-property-project

https://www2.archivists.org/sites/all/files/GuidelinesForReappraisalDeaccessioning_2017.pdf
https://www2.archivists.org/groups/accessioning-acquisitions-appraisal-section/abandoned-property-project


Thank You!

Sandra Glascock

Special Collections Archivist, H. Furlong Baldwin Library

Maryland Center for History and Culture

sglascock@mdhistory.org
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