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Chronicling America
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

 United States Newspaper 
Program (USNP) : 1982-2011

 National Digital Newspaper 
Program (NDNP) 
 2003 – NEH/LC formal agreement
 2004 – guidelines announced
 2005 – 1st grants awarded
 2007 – ChronAm site established

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
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What can you find on Chronicling America?

 20+ million pages, 3,800+ 
newspaper titles

 From 50 states, DC, PR, and VI 
(MA and NH content coming soon!)



6

What can you find on Chronicling America?

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/

http://www.loc.gov/ndnp/data-visualizations/
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What can you find on Chronicling America?

 1+ million pages of 
non-English content

 23 non-English 
languages

 Choctaw recently 
added!
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Read All About It . . . 
Outreach!

Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, 
[LC-F81-4051]: http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/npcc.20259

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/npcc.20259
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Topics in Chronicling America: https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics

 360+ guides
 At a glance guides to 

get researchers started
 Arranged alphabetically, 

by date, subject, war or 
conflict, and themes in 
history

https://guides.loc.gov/chronicling-america-topics
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Headlines & Heroes Blog: https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/

 Started blog in 2018
 Focus on historic anniversaries, 

holidays, pop culture, historical 
figures

 Popular posts. . .
 20 Questions: US Presidential Trivia 

Quiz (posted Jan 2021)
 The Origins of Halloween Traditions 

(posted Oct 2021)
 The Murder of Rasputin (posted Oct 

2020)

https://blogs.loc.gov/headlinesandheroes/
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Twitter: @ChronAmLOC

 Launched in Aug 2021
 2,900+ followers
 Focus on people, events, places, 

holidays and commemorations, 
new content, research, and 
trending content 

 Promote recent ChronAm
news/milestones and events

 #ChronAmParty
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Online Events

 Covid moved us online
 Webinars on genealogy and 

National History Day research, 
and CRO lunchtime webinars

 History Unfolded Research 
Sprints with USHMM
 3rd event – Nov. 14, 2022
 Include non-English language titles
 https://newspapers.ushmm.org/

https://newspapers.ushmm.org/
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Cross Promotion!
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Print’s Not Dead!

Ask a Librarian
https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals/

Kerry Huller
khul@loc.gov

https://ask.loc.gov/newspapers-periodicals/
mailto:khul@loc.gov


Color Our Collections: 
Advertisements as coloring pages 
from the Fairmont West Virginian

MARAC Conference, October 21, 2022

Stewart Plein,  Rare Books Curator, Director, WV NDNP



Color Our Collections
Launched by The New York 
Academy of Medicine Library in 
2016, #ColorOurCollections is an 
annual coloring festival on social 
media during which libraries, 
museums, archives and other 
cultural institutions around the 
world share free coloring content 
featuring images from their 
collections.
The annual #ColorOurCollections 
week generally occurs on the first 
full week of February



West Virginia 
National Digital 

Newspaper Project

 First grant awarded 2011

 Awarded 5 consecutive grant cycles: 2011 
– 2021

 Awarded a 6th grant, August 2022

 Funded by NEH and the Library of Congress

 Technical grant partners: Library of Virginia

 105 newspapers currently available on 
Chronicling America, the Library of 
Congress newspaper portal

 Free to read and download

 Keyword searchable

 Coverage: 1790 – 1946



Past Coloring Books 

Past coloring books have included 
images from rare books, archives 
and regional titles from West 
Virginia University’s West Virginia 
and Regional History Center special 
collections, like these WVU students 
from the early 1900’s.  



Pages Past: Historical figures, Nursery 
Rhymes, and  Gardening catalogs



Coloring 
Book 2020

The 2020 coloring book took a 
new approach using 
advertisements from one of 
our newspapers, the Fairmont 
West Virginian, from May 
1923. 
This choice proved to be 
more popular than we could 
have ever imaged! 



Let the Battle Begin: 
Broom vs Vacuum Cleaner!



We have a Winner!  The Vacuum Cleaner!



That wonderful new 
invention: 
The Vacuum

Women 
long for it!



Be a One in a Million in our Boaters!



Looking for a new Living Room Suite?
Look no further!                              



The Brookfield 
Butter Boy

He’s kinda 
creepy, but he 
loves his 
Brookfield 
butter!



What you can learn from an advertisement:            
Swift & Co.

 Owned by a Brazilian company today
 Founded by 16-year-old Gustavus Franklin Swift in 1855 with a butchering shop in Eastham, 

Massachusetts.
 Swift quickly expanded to other locations: Cape Cod , Brighton, MA, Albany, NY, Buffalo, N. Y. 
 In 1875 Swift and Company moved to Chicago, joining with Armour.  
 In 1902, Swift and Armour acquired a controlling interest in the Fort Worth Stockyards .  
 An antitrust lawsuit was filed against Swift for conspiring with other companies to control the 

meatpacking industry. This led to the 1905 Supreme Court case of Swift & Co. v. United States.
 Later, Swift sold dairy and grocery items, including shortening, margarine, Brookfield butter, and cheese 

under the Brookfield, Pauly, and Treasure Cave brands, and Peter Pan peanut butter. 
 Swift sold frozen turkeys under the Butterball brand in 1954. Gustavus Swift also championed 

the refrigerated railroad car.
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JBS_USA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/JBS_USA


Are you singing the jingle now?



Smithsonian Magazine, Feb. 4, 2020

One Hundred Museums Transformed Their Collections Into 
Free Coloring Pages

This year’s #ColorOurCollections campaign features 
everything from medical drawings to zany 1920s 
advertisements for butter

By Katherine J. Wu       smithsonianmag.com
 https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/100-museums-

transformed-their-collections-free-coloring-pages-just-you-180974116/



Smithsonian 
Magazine

“Artists can dip their 
toes into other eras of 
history with a series of 
1920s advertisements 
for soda, butter and 
shoes from the West 
Virginia and Regional 
History Center.”

http://library.nyam.org/colorourcollections/west-virginia-and-regional-history-center-coloring-book-2020/


Butter Boy in 
Color!

This time with  
popcorn style  
thought 
bubbles! 



Butter Boy 
Outlined in 
Blue

You’ve heard of 
that famous 
painting, Little Boy 
Blue.  How about 
Little Butterfield Boy 
outlined in blue!



Mix Master 
Pop Art

It’s a 
rainbow 
of flavor!



Brookfield 
Butter Boy

A Modern 
Mixed Media 
Masterpiece!



West Virginia and 
Regional History 
Center Coloring Book
2022

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cover image:  The Silver Princess in Oz,  Thompson, Ruth Plumly, Baum, L. Frank
https://www.abebooks.com/Silver-Princess-Oz-Thompson-Ruth-Plumly/31154863364/bd?cm_mmc=ggl-_-US_Shopp_Trade50up-_-product_id=COM9780929605562NEW-_-keyword=&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIk97C2Pvs-gIVCbLICh2BBgiqEAQYBiABEgK8RvD_BwE  

Silver Princess image:  Celebrating the New Century of Oz:  http://www.oz-central.com/bk%20site/t18_silver.html  




#ColorOurCollections
Fairmont West Virginian, May 1923

My thanks to Jessica Eichlin, Lemley 
Mullet, Miriam Cady and Sally Brown 

for submitting their coloring pages 
for this presentation.

https://library.nyam.org/colorourcollections/category/institutio
ns/west-virginia-and-regional-history-center/

https://library.nyam.org/colorourcollections/category/institutions/west-virginia-and-regional-history-center/


Thank You!



Delaware Digital Newspaper Program and 
National History Day

2022 MARAC Panel Discussion
October 21, 2022

Theresa Hessey
Digital Collections Librarian

hessey@udel.edu
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DDNP Phase 1--2015-2017

• Total of 106 titles

• Outreach limited to social media
– Facebook
– Twitter
– Blog posts
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DDNP Phase 2—2017-2019

• Focus on two titles
– Every Evening
– Evening Journal

• Continued social media outreach strategy
• DDNP staff continued their outreach by presenting conference sessions and posters at relevant events
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National History Day (NHD) Outreach Plan 2019

Part of our outreach plan was to sponsor an award for National History Day, 
coordinated by Delaware Historical Society

• DDNP project manager served as an NHD judge 
• DDNP offered two $100 special prizes to the best individual junior and senior projects that used 

Chronicling America as a resource
• Only one prize awarded due to low awareness
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2020 NHD Virtual Event
• Expanded publicity of awards to local teachers to increase nominations
• Increased award amount to $200 each for junior/senior level
• Criteria expanded to encourage project nominations

– Eligibility extended to group projects

– Eligibility extended to projects that included at least one newspaper resource 
(previously had been 3 newspaper resources)

• Fewer submissions, likely due to COVID; only one prize awarded at senior level
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2021 NHD Virtual Event

• Continued to increase publicity of awards among local teachers
• Both prizes awarded for the first time
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2022 NHD

• Both awards given out again at an in-person event
– Student-created website focusing on the annexation of Hawaii
– Student-created website researching Prohibition and the national debate of the early 1900s

• Final year of DDNP due to the close of the project
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Outcomes of DDNP Outreach Efforts

• Blog posts were shared as part of the NDNP Twitter party to gain more interest

• Ongoing contact with local schools encouraged awareness and use of the collection for National History Day 
projects



Thank you!

Theresa Hessey
Digital Collections Librarian

hessey@udel.edu
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Historic Maryland 
Newspapers Project

Pamela A. McClanahan
University of Maryland Libraries

MARAC Fall 2022 
College Park, MD
October 21, 2022



HMNP Team
Director: 

Doug McElrath 
Director Special Collections & 

University Archives

Project Manager:
Pam McClanahan

Digital Projects Librarian

2022 Student Assistants:
Bridget Jamison

Brendan Reicherter
Alexis Woolford

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





● Started in 2012

● Over 500,000 newspaper 
pages

● ~75 newspaper titles

● Five languages: English, 
German, Polish, Italian, Czech

Historic Maryland 
Newspapers 

Project (HMNP)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





Maryland 
Content in 

Chronicling 
America

Diversity of Titles:

● Date range - titles from 1728 -1963
● Geographic - titles from all of the different regions of the 

state (Annapolis, Baltimore, Western MD, Southern MD, 
Eastern Shore)

● Ethnic Press - immigrant communities of Baltimore 
(German, Polish, Italian, Czech, Jewish)

● Labor papers - Voice of Labor, The CIO News, Frostburg 
Mining Journal

● Women - Maryland Suffrage News / Maryland Women’s 
News



https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn89060379/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045081/

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88065726/

Maryland Newspaper Examples

https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn89060379
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn83045081/
https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88065726/


Content 
Partners

Primary State Partner: 
Maryland State Archives

Additional Partners: 
Center for Research Libraries

Enoch Pratt State Library
Frederick County Public Library

Frostburg State University Library
Greenbelt News Review

Greenbelt Museum
National Woman's Party

The Maryland Historical Society
Montgomery County Historical Society

Prince George's County 
Memorial Library System

Salisbury University
St. Mary's College of Maryland

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





Outreach Activities
● Wikipedian-in-Residence and Wikipedia 

Edit-a-Thon
● Digital Maryland presentations at public 

libraries
● Genealogical research brochure
● Maryland Newspaper Conference, 

partnering with Digital Maryland
● UMD Social Justice Day poster on women 

in historic newspapers
● Presentations to genealogy groups

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





ChronAm in UMD Courses

● Historic Preservation 
● History Dept - Women’s 

Suffrage in Maryland  
● College of Education -

Lesson Plans for K-12



Social Media - @HistoricMDNews



Virtual Symposium

Timothy N. 
Pinnick

Avid Historian and 
Lecturer on African 
American Genealogy

Maya Davis

Director, Riversdale House 
Museum, PGParks

Symposium recording link: https://doi.org/10.13016/vjrh-82sa

https://doi.org/10.13016/vjrh-82sa


Looking Forward for HMNP
● Researching titles and potentially applying for a 6th 

NDNP phase 

● Focus on African American papers in Maryland and 
other underrepresented groups

● Collections as Data, partnering with iSchool and others 
on campus to repurpose the vast amount of data 
Chronicling America provides on newspapers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes










Pamela A. McClanahan
pmcclana@umd.edu

Historic Maryland Newspapers Project
@HistoricMDNews

https://twitter.com/HistoricMDNews


MAKING HISTORY @ LVA |



WHAT IS THE LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA?

● Official repository of state documents

● Collections support the study of Virginia's 
history and culture

● 130 million items in our collections

● Over 55 miles of shelving in Downtown 
Richmond facility alone

● www.lva.virginia.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This may be review for many of you…The Library of Virginia is the official repository of state documents, going all the way back to the House of the Burgesses. Anything produced by Virginia government should come to us. We also have collections which support the study of Virginia's history and culture, including photographs, prints, rare books, maps –really a treasure trove of historical materials. Our main website is lva.virginia.gov –everything else branches off from there.

I work in Digital Collections at LVA, meaning I help take a collection which has already been arranged and described and make it available online. This is usually through our digital repository, but we have increasingly been using other outlets –such as Flickr, HistoryPin, and Google Arts and Culture—as ways to reach an extended audience, more than just your typical researcher. Many people are unaware of the variety of resources we have, which is why outreach—both digital and in person—are so important. Just as we are looking for new platforms we might use to reach new audiences, we are looking for new modes of connecting with those audiences.




WHAT IS CROWDSOURCING?

• Uses the combined 
knowledge and efforts of a 
community to accomplish a 
task

• Examples: Wikipedia, 
Zooniverse (citizen science), 
Amazon Mechanical Turk

• Results usually shared freely



VIRGINIA
NEWSPAPER

PROGRAM

www.virginiachronicle.com

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Add historical context here!



WHAT IS OCR?
The level of accuracy depends on:

● the print quality of the original newspaper 
issue 

● the quality of microfilm
● the quality of the OCR software

Most of what is digitized on Virginia Chronicle is 
from microfilm, but some is from original 
material. And the CCC newspapers were 
scanned from microfiche.

OCR, or Optical Character 
Recognition, is a process by which 
software recognizes the shapes of 
letters on a newspaper page and 

translates them into a searchable text 
file.

Abbyy Fine Reader
Tesseract

Many  others



WHAT AFFECTS OCR ACCURACY?

● Small fonts
● Blurry text
● Faded text
● Dark areas
● Bleed through text
● Ligature, “Long S”
● Damaged page
● Mixed fonts



WHAT IS TEXT CORRECTION?

Text Correction allows registered users of Virginia 
Chronicle to improve searchability by correcting 
errors in the OCR text of digitized newspapers. 

Saving corrections improves the accuracy of the text, 
enabling better search results and a richer 
experience for all users.

By volunteering today, you are helping improve 
Virginia Chronicle.

Many even think it’s fun!



Text Correction in Virginia Chronicle

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Any historical information you want to share



















Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Screen captures showing process in previous slide









RULES FOR 
TEXT 

CORRECTION

● TWYS: Type What You See
● Your transcription should preserve the 

spelling, grammar and word order of the 
original document. If you come across a 
spelling error, type the word as printed and 
follow this with the correct spelling in square 
brackets.

● Punctuation and capitalisation should reflect 
what is printed.

● For hyphenated words, retain hyphenation. 
● Illegible text: If you are unable to make out 

the original word, don’t guess, use brackets 
to indicate [illegible] text. 

● With missing and cut off lines, do your best 
to transcribe the text in the correct reading 
order.

● Save your work!

See Text Correction tab on Virginia Chronicle, 

then “General guidelines for text correction” for more.





Civilian Conservation Corps 
Newspapers





FDR with Co. 350 at Big Meadows, Shenandoah 
Valley



Camp 
Roosevelt,
Est. 1933
George 

Washington 
National 
Forest



African American CCC 
Newspapers on Virginia 

Chronicle:

● 352nd Observer

● Camp Gallion Dispatch

● Camp Victory News

● Commentator

● Tattler 

● Tow Path Journal

● Trail and Scroll

● Voice of 1637



Parting Info
Access Virginia Chronicle anytime!

You can search and access historical 
newspapers for free.

You can participate in text correction to improve 
search results.

The Library of Virginia also offers databases 
you can access from home with your library 
card.



The End. 

Thank you, and many
thanks to: 

Sonya Coleman, 
LVA Digital Projects
Kelley Ewing, 
Virginia Newspaper Program



Questions?
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