
International laws at play in the seizure 
of documents:

U.S. Document seizure 
also happened in:
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In 2008, a joint statement from the Society for American Archivists and 
the Association of American Archivists identified five Iraqi collections
currently housed in the US and urged their return to Iraq. 

As archivists, we must work to be less paternalistic. 
These records should have remained in the region, 
and should be returned to Iraq as soon as possible.

Contact: nsalive@umd.edu

As the Taliban gains traction in Afghanistan, the effects of which will certainly reach museums, archives, and libraries, 
the lessons of these Iraqi collections loom large. 

In the Iraqi case, many of the records document horrific human rights abuses, and we must consider those 
who experienced this abuse as stakeholders in any decisions about the removal of property from its home country. 

“
”

The import, export, or transfer of ownership 
of cultural property effected contrary to the 
provisions adopted under this Convention by the 
States Parties thereto, shall be illicit


