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Here's a quick view of the workflow we used for the finding aid metadata in the Beast 
- first there wasJava converter that got the metadata from the Beast into EAD XML 
(it's a black box, though, and no one remains that really knows what's up with it. Then 
Josh Westgard created a python script to do some batch processing on the EAD XML 
to correct some common problems that were going to cause import errors. Next, a 
date normalization process, followed by a stylesheet to add top container barcodes, 
and a schematron to do error checking. Then it was on to import, and some 
post-import processing.
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But, for the AFL-CIO metadata, those first two steps were not applicable. 



 Woman at International Ladies Garment Workers Union march - http://hdl.handle.net/1903.1/32553
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Challenges

● Spreadsheets not in the same format as those from The Beast

○ (plus, we had a converter we could use to get from The Beast to EAD)

● Database exports needed to be separated out from the master tables 

by collection and merged.

○ This was already done by SCUA

● No .csv import of finding aid data function native in ArchivesSpace

○ Plugins available, but that required developer time that was not available
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Additional arguments

●
○
○
○
○

and 
by arguments I'm referring to the actual input provided in the command line when 
running the program. 



Here is a snippet of the file that controls the input arguments...



And here is a snippet showing these arguments (or input) getting mapped to an 
element within the EAD, using XPath.

(Xpath is a method for navigating XML elements and attributes - so it's like a map with 
directions to say "take this and follow the XML tree to *here* and put the data there).



In addition to accommodating additional collection metadata at the command line, I 
was able to adjust the script to handle the additional metadata we had at the series 
level, such as scope and contents notes, series extent, related subjects and names, 
as well as date parsing for normalization,  so the function for creating a series went 
from taking 25 lines of code and fitting on one slide….



To taking nearly 70 lines of code and barely fitting on two slides. 



I made the script more precise and accommodated more metadata in the 
transformation, which meant less manual work for curators and GAs down the road. 
Everyone wins!
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And I could replace the first two steps of the previous process with just the Stead 
converter. Now the transformation could begin!



Real talk

Now for some real talk. Not everything worked the way I wanted it to. I converted the 
bulk of the collection level  metadata spreadsheet into a tab delimited text that 
incorporated the argument tags, with the thought of developing a bash scrip that I 
could run at the command line that would go line by line through the file and convert 
them en masse. I spent a lot of time trying to make that work. It did not. I don't know if 
it was the nature of the ruby gem, or limits to my ability (PROBABLY), but I 
abandoned that work in favor of it just getting done. So I just copied and pasted each 
line into the command line. I tell you this to illustrate that sometimes something just 
doesn't work. And that it's okay.



csv2ead -c afl-cio-inventory.csv 

-d RG99-001 -l "[collection title]" 

-g [start date] --enddate [end date] 

-x "extent" 

--scope "[scope and contents note]" 

> output.xml

So, here is what it looked like in the command line when I'd run it
Csv2ead was the name of the function within the gem - the -c argument gives the 
filename to convert, ….etc.

When it finished processing, the output file was sitting in the same directory as the 
source csv.



Normalization makes the dates machine readable, which leads to better 
date searching/faceting for our users







They are still undergoing review by Jen, et al in SCUA, but many have already been 
approved! So here's a quick view of the new ArchivesSpace public user interface, and 
you can a little along the side about series...



Next steps

● Clean up code revisions to Stead
○ Documentation
○ Share back with Jason Ronallo/NCSU

● Problem items
○ Some collections require A LOT of additional manual work to get into the 

template and go through the Stead conversion
● Final review by Labor.

○ Everything is getting reviewed, and having content that could not be 
added via conversion added after the fact prior to being published.

There are still a handful of problem collections that have required additional manual 
work and research to get into the stead template, and there are some outstanding 
questions remaining on those.

And, as I mentioned, the final review by Labor, as well as some work that can be 
done using the API to add parts that we just weren't able to accommodate using 
Stead.



Cartoon of Civil Rights Bill...ALF-CIO News, https://hdl.handle.net/1903.1/40014

So, we're pretty close to the finish line
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Questions?

Thanks!
blparker@umd.edu


