Globalizing Librarianship: A Study-Abroad Class in Russia

This presentation will talk about the development of a study abroad class to Russia for library science students at the University of Maryland, which led to the development of other programs.  
== We now boast a four way partnership between University of Maryland Libraries, University of Maryland College of Information Science, Library of Russian Academy of Sciences (BAN) and the Library and Information department of the St. Petersburg State University of Culture and Arts.  
== All began with the development of a single course:   LBSC 729: International Opportunities in Information Studies; Libraries and Cultural Heritage Institutions of St. Petersburg, Russia, 
· Took about 4 years to develop before the first class went to St. Petersburg.  
· First trip in 2012 with 13 students and 3 faculty
· Second trip in 2014 with 5 students and 2 faculty
== Idea for the course
· We live in increasingly global society where information travels with a speed of light across political and geographical boarders, religious strongholds and various prejudices.  
· There is an interest in academic communities to develop globally conscientious citizens, i.e. people who can function in the increasingly global environment.  
· Russia and U.S. have very different information and library systems.  Often Americans underestimate and value the Russian cultural heritage and strive, including libraries and thirst for information.  
== Goals for the course
· To introduce our students of information sciences with libraries and cultural organizations in Russia on the example of St. Petersburg.  We wanted to show them some of the library treasures, introduce them to the library science in Russia, exchange and management of information, network of library system,  issues of readerships, etc.   
== Development of the course. 
· Why St. Petersburg?
· Why summer:  Through Study Abroad, not regular Registrar, thus easier to organize payments, include non-UM students, length of the course, time of registration, etc.  
== Logistics
· Development of contacts:  finding interested people, general mistrust, need for recommendations, signatures of authority (bureaucracy), in person meetings (email is not enough). VALERII LEONOV.
· Resources:  grants to develop the course did not happen; high cost of travel to Russia; logistics (hotel, food, transportation, visas, etc.) all on me.
· Visas:  forced an earlier registration for the course, but since part of summer program, not a regular class, going through Study Abroad, not Registrar, were able to do. 
· Language barrier
· Housing food
== Curriculum
· Two full-days intense preparation for the trip, including lectures from LC, security, etc. 
· Visits to libraries in St. Petersburg of different types:  BAN, NLR, Presidential Yeltsin, Maykovskogo, Children Pushkin, St. Petersburg University Graduate School of Management, Univ of culture and arts, Hermitage, Pushkinskii Dom. 
· Different type of library brought a very different understanding  of how things work
· Cultural institutions:  Dom Knigi, Hermitage, Pushkin, Petergoff, Mariinsky, Sestroretsk, and many other places students visited (Iusupov, Akhmanina’s and Pushkin’s museums, etc.)
· University of Culture and Arts = Cornerstone of the course, high hopes. Major changes. 
· 2012:  was first time to do anything like this 
· Not much of prep on the Russian side.  
· Our students did 2-slide each presentation on the important topics to American librarianship:  service to patrons with disability, Green libraries, NYP Main Reading Room, Story time, etc.
· Russians – Dean did most of the talking about their school and showed a film. We were shown around.  
· Our students decided that Russian students have much more fun.  BUT student interaction between two groups was missing. 
· 2014:
· Russian side got a new Dean, Valentina Brezhneva
· Conversations about student contact began way ahead of time.
· Russian side came up with the idea of International Library School, which was two parts:  1st students, 2nd professionals from all over former soviet blog, so after the class we participated in that too. 
· Russian selected about 20 students as a part of this summer school.  Once we had our students registered for the class in February we set up a reflector for student to communicate with each other. 
· The visit in St Petersburg consisted of tours, lectures, presentations, discussions, and a joint program with BAN, Bibliofest, and even a concert, where all students were participating together.  
· Some independent socializing between students occurred, but not as much as our students wanted.  Our students were older than Russian, since all are grad students.  In Russia library education is undergraduate.  Russian students are also shyer.  And the language barrier.  But this was a great start.  
== Class obligations
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Literature review before the trip
· Mandatory pre-trip preparation
· Reflector, blog
· Daily journal (which was graded)
· Final paper. 

== What did our students get out of the trip
· Trip of a lifetime
· Better understanding and appreciation, 



Saint Petersburg State University of Culture and Arts
Library and Information Science Department
Center for Additional Professional Education

Russian Academy of Sciences Library

With the support of the U.S. Consulate General in Saint Petersburg

International Summer Library School
May 5 – 28, 2014

	May 5, 2014, Monday – May 26, 2014, Monday

	
	Distance learning (writing a review of one of the books on the history of  the Russian Academy of Sciences Library)

	
	

	May 27, 2014, Tuesday

	Library of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Birzhevaia liniia, 1

	10.00 – 10.10
	Greetings of Valerii Leonov, Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences, Professor, Director of the Russian Academy of Sciences Library
Main Reading Room

	10.10 – 10.20
	Greetings of the U.S. Consulate General in St. Petersburg Steven Labensky, Public Affairs Officer
Main Reading Room

	10.20 – 10.30

	Greetings of Yelena Luckert, Head of Research Services University of Maryland Libraries
Main Reading Room

	10.30 – 10.40
	Opening of International Summer Library School 
Ludmila Prokhorova, Candidate of Political Sciences, Director of the Center for Additional Professional Education 
Main Reading Room

	10.45 – 12.00
	Tour of the Library (including Manuscript and Rare Books Departments)
Exhibition: Materials about the U.S. in the Russian Academy of Sciences Library  
Main Reading Room

	
	

	May 28, 2014, Wednesday

	Saint Petersburg State University of Culture and Arts

	10.00 – 11.00
	Tour of the University and of the University Library: University Library as Research Center for Students; Traditional and Electronic Resources. 
Anastasia Kireeva, senior lecturer of the sub department of bibliology and information analysis 
Dvortsovaya Nab., 2

	11.00 – 11.30
	Lecture: Traditions and Perspectives of Specialists Training for Library and Information Institutions at the Library and Information Science Department
Valentina Brezhneva, Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences, Professor, Dean of LIS department
Lecture room 211, Millionnaya ul.,7

	11.30 – 12.00
	Presentation: Bibliofest as LIS Students Project 
Ekaterina Mokshanova, Candidate of Pedagogical Sciences, Deputy Dean of LIS department
Linara Khabibulina, lecturer of the Information Management Department
Lecture room 211, Millionnaya ul.,7

	12.00 – 13.00
	Discussion: Library Profession in Russia and the USA
Moderators: Ann Carlson Weeks, Professor and Associate Dean for Academic Programs, School of Information Studies, University of Maryland and Yelena Luckert, Head of Research Services University of Maryland Libraries
Lecture room 211, Millionnaya ul.,7

	13.00 – 14.00
	Lunch break
University café, Millionnaya ul.,7

	14.00 – 15.30
	Participation in Bibliofest
Lecture room 211, Millionnaya ul.,7

	15.30 – 16.00
	Certificates Presentation Ceremony
Valentina Brezhneva, Doctor of Pedagogical Sciences, Professor, Dean of LIS department
Ludmila Prokhorova, Candidate of Political Sciences, Director of the Center for Additional Professional Education
Lecture room 211, Millionnaya ul.,7

	16.00 – 16.30 
	Concert of students of Russian songs art department 
Lecture room 211, Millionnaya ul.,7



Program Coordinator
Albina Krymskaya
Candidate of Pedagogical Sciences
Senior Lecturer 
Tel. + 7 812 312 71 79; + 7 950 021 09 62
E-mail: cnbl98@hotmail.com, fdpokultura@yandex.ru

Library and Information Science (LIS) Department 
Saint Petersburg State University of Culture and Arts 
Millionnaya ul., 7, Saint Petersburg, 191186
Tel. +7 812 315 41 51
http://www.spbguki.ru/our_university/address 
E-mail: dekanat_bif@mail.ru  
VK (social network): http://vk.com/club17854653  

Library of the Russian Academy of Sciences 
Birzhevaia liniia, 1, St. Petersburg, 199034
Tel. +7 812 328 35 92
http://rasl.ru 
E-mail: ban@rasl.nw.ru 







	
	
	
