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This stuly joins a nascent body of scholarship that seeks to enrich and
complicate understanding of 1950s political culture. While this newer scholarship
acknowledges conservative dominance, it has also uncovered considerable evidence
that the period was far mopelitically diverse and contested. This study
demonstrates that there was no single, unitary conservative Americanism or
patriotism in the fifties decade. Instead, the American Veterans Committee, despite
suffering heavy membership losses after purgingtvamunist Party from its ranks
in the late 1940s, survived, regrouped and persistently challenged the hegemonic
conservative American Legion, (the nati
throughout the 1950s. Using a liberal version of what | term Cad Avhericanism,
the AVC attempted to defend and advance the New Deal legacy. The Legion,
however, using a conservative version of-&dmmunist discourse, joined with its
counterparts in the postwar Right to oppose the interventionist liberal statéorieexp
the role of these contending languages in shaping 1950s political culture by analyzing
how these two groups used Cold War Americanism to advance their respective
interest concerning two of the periodos
on civil liberties, and the developing struggle for Afriedmerican civil rights. This
study demonstrates that within the community of organized veterans, the American
Legion was not the only voice heard in the 1950s. Any account of this period that
fails to acknowledge the presence of the AVC would be incomplete and inaccurate.
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Chapter lintroduction

Speaking to the Chicago Accident and Health Association on May 17, 1950,

American Legion national commander George N. Craig leveled a blistering attack on

=]
—

the State Department, declaring that it
The rext day, as th&lew York Timeseported, Michael Straight, national chairman of

the American Veterans Committee (AVC) publicly denounced the speech as a
Adefensedo of Sen. JosephtMegiGehastubegithe As Str a
same pack ofliesanda |l i ci ous gossip as is contained |
against the State Department. o Further, St
organization which claims to be patriotic is joining thisAmerican attempt to

undermine the faith of themerican people in their government. At this critical time

in the struggle against Soviet communism the bipartisan foreign policy as expressed

by the State Department should be vigorously supported by all patriotic

organi zations. 0 ,tAes poterchi glhtihseton alt edledanot h
Stalin. o Undeterred by the AVC, the Legion
Department. At their October 1950 national convention Legionnaires passed a

resolution that denounced Secretary of State Dean Achesdnafit he pr esence |
Department of State itself of men well known to possess Communist leanings and

tendencies or perhaps even Communist party membérsti§p] the failure of the

State Department to deal adequately with the grim and bloody advance of

communi sm throughout the world. o

! New York TimesMay 18, 1950, 13AVC BulletinMay, 195022 For the Legi onds 1950
resolution seeNew York Timesctober 13, 1950, 13. The natdronventions in 1951 and 1952



Far more than a disagreement over charges of Communist influence in the
State Department informed the actions of these two organizations. As this study
argues, the use of ar@iommunist rhetoric in this episode reflectea tistinct and
competing political agendas concerning the legitimacy of the postwar New Deal.
Founded in 1919 during the height of the WWI Red Scare to lobby for federal aid to
veterans and to combat domestic fA@ol shevis
decades as one of -Cohnenist@danizatiorsYet begmenmi er an't
in the late 1940s, and continuing throughout the 1950s, the Legion played a
significant role in the efforts of the postwar Right to halt the postwar New Deal. As
did otrer conservative individuals and organizatidtise Legion sought to discredit
liberal reform by associating its vast enlargement of centralized federal authority over
domestic affairs with Soviet Communism. From its conservative perspective, the
Legion viewed the postwar liberal welfare state as an unwarranted encroachment
upon individual l i berty, the system of unr

These elements informed a conservative Americanism critical of the New Deal as

passed similar resolutions against the State Departfidnte 1951 nati onal convention
i mmedi ate removal of the present corps of [ State De
indecision and defeatism, 0 and, ithe removal from o
departmentsp f any and al l persons who are not in full Syl
As convention delegates decl ared, iThey must be rep
men of wunquestioned | oyal ty. oatidkg ipRyoceedingsfoftheh e Co mmi t t
31° National Convention of the American Legidfiami, FL, October 1518, 1951 published as

House Document No. 3182™ Congress, ¥ Session 8485, 88. The 1952 Legion convention
condemned State Department leaders farthe ioutri ght refusal to acto effe
of communism. o0 It also called for theNewdaki ni strati o
Times August 28, 1952, 1.

2William PencakfFor God & Country: The American Legion, 191941 (Boston: Northeastern

University Press, 1989), xii, 14.

% On the conservative arilew Deal backlash, see Robert Griffiffhe Politics of Fear: Joseph R.

McCarthy and the Senaf@mherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 19873130



ficommuni stheilated93@sami asehe Cold War intensified, they were
reasserted in a resurgent postwar nationalist anc€Camtimunist discourse | term
Cold War Americanism. Throughout the 1950s, the Legion regularly drew upon this
political language to depict tiéew Deal domestic reform agenda as detrimental to
American national security interests. In these representations, the Legion depicted
liberal reform and its alliea sa | i e nAme riiliuman, 06 Adi sl oyal, 0 an
Acommuni stic. 0 Conyv e rtiseedlugs andtptacicegafselip repr e
reliant individualism, laissefaire free enterprise and state supremacy over local
affairs as the embodi ments of Atrueo Amer.
States success in the Cold War.
The AVC on the other mal primarily used arHCommunist rhetoric as a
language of reform to counter conservative opposition to the New Deal. Formed in
1944 by reforrrminded WWII veterans as an alternative to the Legion, the AVC
advanced a liberal version of Cold War Americandistourse that embraced the
power of the interventionist state as a positive development, and promoted its
expansion to ensure that the nation lived up to its core ideals of democracy and
equality of opportunity for all Americans. This liberal Americanisad been forged
between the New Deal state and the millions of citizens it had protected from

powerful economic interests at home and authoritarian dictatorships abroad.

* Gary GerstleAmerican Crucible: Race and Nation in the Twentieth Cen(Brjnceton, NJ:

Princeton University Press, 2001), 159.

® Gerstle American CrucibleChapter 4, esp., 13839, 140141,185186, and, Chapter 5; John

Bodnar, edBonds of Affection: Americans DddiiTheir Patriotism(Princeton, NJ: Princeton

University Press, 1996);-90, 1112. As Gary Gerstle has noted the strong liberal nationalism
generated by the New Deal ensured that many Americans conceived of their support for its programs
as acts of patricgm. GerstleAmerican CrucibleChapter 4, esp., 1339, 140141,185186, and,

Chapter 5.



Anti-Communism played a central role in shaping the AVC. During the
tumultuous late 940s disintegration of the Popular Front libdedd alliance, the
AVC, like many other postwar liberal organizations, purged the Communists from its
ranks and permanently barred them faorembershipBut t he AVC6s post wa
agenda focusedn strengthenintghe bonds of liberal nationalism and the social and
economic policies that sustained them, not the Communist menace. Even at the height
of the Red Scare, the AVC, unlike the American Legion, did not make anti
Communi sm a Acause. 0 MhibDwedzihaek Cob sde WWae s, af
constraining environment for domestic pol.i
di scourse, 0 Cold War Americanism discourse
other liberals with a rhetoric to press their case for reform
The AVC used this language to portray conservative opposition to liberal
reform as detrimental to national commitments to improve democracy and equal
opportunity at home and abroad, that is, as an attack on the same set of ideals federal
officials usedo advance U.S. leadership of the free world against international
Communi sm. Thus, the AVCOs -réforindfforiasr | exi co

the work of Afalse patri ot -$éwDaahmbliciBssubver si

as fAdisloypyaalrjotand fhneats to national sec
i mplied that its own proposals were unambi
®’Robert L. Tyler, AThe American Veterans Committee:

American Quarterhi8 (Autumn, 1966): 43133.
"Mary L. Dudziak,Cold WarCivil Rights: Race and the Image of American Deraoy (Princeton,
NJ: Princeton University Press, 2000), 11, 15.



AAmerican, 0 in defiance of efforts by cons
and subversiof.

Although ColdWar Americanism rhetoric was widely used by other reformers
and conservatives, this study does not maintain that it was the only means organized
veterans used to promote their agendas. But the evidence reveals that this discourse
permeated the public seahents of both the Legion and the AVC, and that both
groups considered it to be of primary tactical value. Several key themes emerge from
this study. First, despite the conservative climate engendered by the Cold War, the
1950s did not produce a unitarixdd understanding of what constituted patriotism or
Americanism. Second, while both groups <cl a
Americanism, the distinctly different and contending meanings they ascribed to the
concept reveals both its fluidity atite fact that it reflected fundamental
disagreement, not consensus, among many organized veterans over the shape of the
postwar political and social order. Third, the example of the AVC exposes the limits
of Cold War rhetoric as a language of reform in1B80s. Despite the efforts of the
AVC to link the need for liberal change to the goals of the Cold War, its successes in
this period were rare and, at most, marginal. The overwhelmingly conservative and
repressive nature of Cold War political culture selyeconstrained the ability of

liberal veterans to effectively challenge the Legion on anything approaching equal

8 My understanding of antCommunist rhetoric as a liberal language of reform relies heavily upon the
recent work of Joanne Meyerowitz,anddM y Dudzi ak: Joanne Meyerowitz, S
Cold War Language oRethiRkng @old War&ult@deds. iPéter 3. Kuznick and

James Gilbert (WashingtpBC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 2001), 1083; Mary L. Dudziak,

Cold War Qvil Rights: Race and the Image of American Deraoy (PrincetonNJ: Princeton

University Press, 20008s Meyerowi tz observes, A[A]s a political
of conservative, liberals, and even radicals, Cold War language hadmdifiezanings and different

uses in different political contexts. For certain reformers, the Cold War offered a new vocabulary for

extending democratic ideals and demandmglii vi dual f r e effexnGenderkhelthe r owi t z ,
Cold War Language of Reform107.



terms. Also, even when used as a reform language, liberalammunist rhetoric
undoubtedly helped reinforce dominant Cold War meaningsastipg the
conservative forces it opposed.
This study then advances two main arguments. First, although the Cold War
did provide a basis for promoting liberalism, the example of the AVC in this period
highlights the ineffectiveness of Cold War languagadvancing reform. Second,
while this study is primarily a story of conservative hegemony within the organized
veteransd community, the AVCOs persistence
notion that amintrammeledonservative consensus defined ploétical culture of the
1950s. Indeed, as this study argues, the existence of conflicting understandings of
both Americanism and the Cold Wards purpos
additional light that deepens and complicates understanding of thiegd@ulture in
these years.
| explore these arguments by analyzing how these groups used Cold War
discourse to advance their interests concerning two of the most important domestic
i ssues that shaped the dec adilddedes,mal i ti cal

the emerging struggle for African American civil rightdn developing these

°As Meyerowitz observes in her study of women and s
| anguageé[t] hey reinscribed the ideology of the Col
oppositional niches on ge8édey G@Gaddsesexamaditihe oCMMeg eW
of Reform,o0 117. For a discussion of the fluid natu

McCartin, edsAmericanism: New Perspectives on the History of An Ifi&ahpel Hill: University of

North Carolina Ress, 2006).

° Throughout this study, the terms civil liberties and civil rights are defined differently. By civil

liberties | refer to those individual rights and freedoms, such as the right to free speech, expression and
assembly that are guaranteed by @onstitution and federal law from infringement by the

government. Civil rights, on the other hand, are understood to be those legal rights that protect
individuals from discrimination or unequal treatment based upon such factors as their race, gender or
national origin. See entry, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, by John E. Semonche, in Kermit L. Hall

and others, edsThe Oxford Companion to American L&ew York: Oxford University Press,

2002.), 110.



arguments, | rely upon and contribute to recent historiography in several main ways.
First, in uncovering how the AVC used Cold War rhetoric to promote lisarathis
study contributes to a nascent revisionist
positive influence on domestic reform. As these studies contend, while the Cold War
fostered political and cultural conservatism, it simultaneously created pdpaed

for advancing liberal change. Susan Hartman and Joanne Meyerowitz, for instance,
found that while the Cold War reinforced traditional domestic roles for women,

middle class women used Cold War rhetoric to promote their claims for equal access
to prdessional occupations reserved for men by arguing that national security
demanded the full mobilization of all human resources. While these arguments
softened attitudes against employing middle class women, they also helped convince
federal authorities tprovide funding for educating women in the scierces.

Similarly, while scholars have shown how Cold War-baiting undermined racial
reform? Mary Dudziak has shown that black leaders successfully pressured
government officials to make improvements inilailghts by arguing that racial

inequality at home undermined U.S. efforts to sell democracy abroad to win the Cold
War. Yet despite these successes, as Steve Lawson observes, Dudziak inadequately

addressed the limits of this strategy to generate refdhmhighlighting the failure of

“"Susan M. Hartmann, fi Wo nomesticslealE mpk bgmé&ar | gn€ol de WaAr
Chapter 5 in Joanne Meyerowitz, &bt June Cleaver: Women and Gender in Postwar America,
19451960(Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1994), 86; 909%®; Meyer owi t z, iSex, (
and the Cold War Languag of Ref orm, 6 112.

12 patricia SullivanDays of Hope: Race and Democracy in the New Deal€hapel Hill: University

of North Carolina Press, 1996).

13 Mary Duziak,Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Demodfadyceton, NJ:

PrincetonrUni ver sity Press, 2000); SeCeldV¥ar @w Rightsiamwsonds r ev
American Historical Review07 (February, 2002): 2464 7. As Lawson notes, Aithe C
supplied leverage African Americans could exploit, but it was not suffitieforce the State

Department to remove racial barriers in the hiring



the AVCO6s Cold War arguments to advance ci
helps fill this scholarly gap, and demonstrates the extremely limited role of the Cold
War as a force for liberal change.

In emphasizing thedeological and political conflicts between the Legion and
the AVC, this study also contributes to recent scholarship that has challenged and
complicated the notion of a postwar consensus. As recent studies reveal, an analytical
lens focused solelyon@ee nt s of the periodds acknowl edg
moderate conservatism misses a far more dynamic and complex historical reality.
|l ndeed, as Thomas Sugrue contends, fithe 19
cultural contestation, not of homogeneityonckensus, 0 resulting i n i
battle® political, economic,and cultu@lt o def i ne Ameri can soci et
has shown, racial discord and resistance to civil rights, often violent, was not confined
to the segregated South; rather it pervaded @oderthern society generally, and
was rife even among | iberalismds seemingly
in Detroit!* As this study reveals the national American Legion, the largest postwar
veteransO® organi zat i oaoninthe $950s. Theshaply f or c e
conflicting positions of the Legion and the AVC on civil rights reform uncovered in

this study further underscore the lack of consensus in postwar race relations. Also, the

“Thomas Sugrue, ifReassessi ng RrdspectsHAn&rnoatofy of Post Wa
American Cultural Studie®0 (1995): 494495; and, iomas Sugruel he Origins of the Urban Crisis:

Race and Inequality in Postwar Detr@Rrinceton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1996); and Thomas

SugrueSweet Land of Liberty: The Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rights in the Nbiekv York:

Random House&008). Meyerowitz also challenges the postwar consensus paradigm in a recent
collection of essays documenting womends postwar re
women conformed to prescribed consensus norms of domesticity. Joanne MeyeaWhtt, June

Cleaver: Women and Gender in Postwar America, 19980 (Philadelphia: Temple University Press,

1994). Similarly, in his path breaking examination of masculinity in the 1950s, James B. Gilbert

di scovered no Asiupaphoemp fpmavaeiul i mgtyggmowedbdt i nstead,
the contending shapes of gender that began to look like the diversity expressed so famously in the next
decades. 0 J avmreistheBJiddles$ebrbhing for Masculinity in the 19%0kicago:

University of Chicago Press, 2005), 8.



existence of two contending versions of Americangnong these groups also
accords with the findings of recent scholars challenging the consensus interpretation.
As historian Stuart Little argues, while federal officials and corporations created the
late 1940s Freedom Train program to both showcase atef ©©old War consensus
ideol ogy, it nevertheless mirrored Athe co
political culture that were attempting to define American citizenship and
Amer i ¢ & HRurtleermord, in demonstrating that organized veteransarged
Communism to advance opposite political agendas, this study sheds additional light
on Joanne Meyerowitz>os ¢ oc@meunismwerendthat t he
fixed or stable, but instead malleable and contested, and therefore capable of
supportinghe needs of various political interedts.
In making this argument | depart from recent scholarship on postwar veterans,
in particular the work of Robert Saxe, who
Communists in late 1940s, ensured its hithertodidsse ng v oi ce was MAsubs.
cold war 'tHonseevresruys .ads t hi s s t-Qongunstr gues, t h
rhetoric did not signal its unequivocal acceptance of the postwaCamtmunist
consensus. Rather, its adoption of @&dmmunism in the 1950s wasmarily
tactical, a rhetorical strategy to advance liberal reforms despite conservative

hegemony. Indeed, because Saxe confines his analysis of the AVC to the late 1940s

®Stuart Little, AThe Freedom Train:-1%Cifmeicannshi p and
Studies34 (Spring 1993): 38.

Meyerowitz, fASex, Gender and 07 ilé PilipJenkisWar Language
example, has also revealed how, after the 1946 elections, liberal Pennsylvania Democrats successfully

used antiCommunist rhetoric to repel GOP rbditing attacks and retain their large ethnic voting

base. Philip Jenkin§old War at Home: The R&tare in Pennsylvania, 194%60(Chapel Hill:

University of North Carolina Press), Chapter 3, esp-682

"RobertF.Saxésett |l i ng Down: World War Two Veteranso6 Chal |
(New York Palgrave McMillan, 2007%-5, and se€hater 4 on the late 1940s AVC, esp. 1833.



and does not analyze the content of its-@ummunist language, he misses theystor
| tell in this study. As a result, he takes the civil rights activism of blacdo&kers as
evidence that they alone among veterans refused to conform to the dictates of a
presumed postwar consensus. AAfrican Amer.i
power f ul critique of racial i nequality in t
calling attention to racial divisions in America, black veterans were undermining the
i mage of national wunity that | ay®Aat the he
will be seen, by this measure it is clear that the AVC, a vocal and persistent advocate
of black civil rights and racial equality throughout the 1950s, did not succumb to an
alleged postwar consensus.

This account enriches historical scholarship oenegts in other ways. The
relatively few extant studies of organized veterans in postwar politics focus on the
late 1940s, leaving the 1950s uncharted territory. Aside from a few very brief
examinations of the AVC in the late 1940s, no scholar has produftéicstudy of
the Legion in the 1950s, or examined the history the AVC in the détaties study
then helps to fill some of these important scholarly gaps, in part by moving the
chronology forward. I|Its focusinon the Legio

perpetuating racial segregation, serves as a counterweight to studies concerning the

18 i
Ibid., 156.
¥ The two extant essay length examinations of the AVC in the 1940s focus on its purge of the
Communi st s: Robert L. Tyler, AiThe American Veterans

Co | Ameran Quarterlyl8 (Autumn 1966): 41:936; and, Saxeettling Down Chapter 4.; for

some additional mention of AVC in the 1940s, see Richard Severo and Lewis MilferdVages of
War: When Soldiers Came Home, From Valley Forge to Viet({ldaw York: Simon& Schuster,

1989) 309-314; and Jennifer BrookBefining the Peace: World War Two Veterans, Race and the
Remaking of the Southern Political Traditi@@hapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004)
45, 46, 49, 53, 54, 62, 63, 77. The only wtiikt very briefly discusses some key AVC activities in the
1950s is: Rodney G. MinotReerless Patriots: Organized Veterans and the Spirit of Americanism
(Washington, DC: Public Affairs Press, 196X)6-108.

10



positive effects of the 1944 Servicemenos
and postwar society. Keith Ol sonds pioneer
G.l. Bill beneficiaries into universities made higher education more democratic and

academically rigorous. Also, while acknowledging racial segregation within the

Legion, Suzanne Mettler demonstrates the G
involvedi n public |ife,do who made pPrstthwar soci ¢
study reveals, the Legionds postwar polici

reconsider veteranso6 roles as positive age
Existing studies also highlighhtte centr al rol e of wveterans

shaping late 1940s domestic politics and fostering conservative dominance. Jennifer

Brooks has shown that white moderate refonmded and conservative WWII

veterans in Georgia coalesced to help usher in aspeatihern order based upon white

rule and economic modernization (without labor unions), defeating the reform efforts

of their African American and liberal white counterp&ftsbuild on this scholarship

by showing that Southern Legionnaires actively tedisacial reform in decade that

foll owed. Although Michael Kazin and Phil/

role as an important source of conservative-@otinmunism in the postwar years,

neither author examines the aNgw Deal dimension of its fibcal activism, as does

this study??

2 Keith W. Olson The G.I. Bill, the Veteransind the Collegef_exington: University Press of

Kentucky, 1974). As Mettl er observes, fiBeneficiari
in activities long considered to be critical to sgdivernance and therefore the lifeblood of American
democracy. 0 SSoldiastonGitizeibeThe G.1eBill and the Making of the Greatest

Generation(New York: Oxford University Press, 20030, also see esp, 133134.

2 Jennifer BrooksDefining the Peace: World War Two Veterans, Race hadRemaking of the

Southern Political Traditiof{Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2004).

# Kazin discusses the Legion and the Veterans of Foreign Wars as important allies of the postwar

Right in appropriating its use of populist languagéotier attacks on the liberldft. Michael Kazin,

11



One measure of the effects of conservative dominance over the political
culture of the 1950s is the AVCOs si ze. [ n
members, and throughout the decade it commanded superiorrgasouecs t he nat i o
largest organization of veterafisBy the end of 1955, by contrast, the AVC had
slightly over 30,000 membef8Yet despite conservative hegemony, an editorial in
1955 by then AVC national chairman Mickey Levine captures the significdribe o
AVCbs presence in this exceedingby conseryv
Goliaths overrun the land but the Davids are few. If the AVC did not challenge
Goliath, I mean the Legion, then the Legion would have been the ONLY
VETERANS® vdindeed, whitedutlyctognizant of the enormous power of
conservative forces it confronted, the AVC nevertheless decided to press ahead in its
role as an alternative voice to the Legion in the fifties. The AVC was not successful
in obtaining its agendaubdespite Cold War pressures to otherwise conform to
reigning conservative viewpoints it persisted through the period as a resilient
advocate for liberal change. Throughout the decade, the group attracted leading
liberal politicians into its membershipnies, and it worked in alliance with prominent
liberal organizations in shaping the postwar reform agenda. While this study, then,
underscores the theme of conservative dominance among veterans organizations, as
exemplified by the American Legion, it alseveals that any full examination of the

political culture of in these years that failed to take account of the AVC would be

The Populist Persuasion: An American Stgw York: Basic Books, 1995)78-183. Kazin,

however incorrectly assumes that the AVC essentially ceased to function in 1949, ibiti7278

Philip JenkinsCold War at Homgesp. 5857, and passin®4, 115116, 118119, 140.

% Los Angeles TimeSeptember 3, 1958@.

% The AVC was ranked the fourth in size (respectively) behind the Legion, the Veterans of Foreign
Wars and the American Veterans of World Waro (Amvets).New York TimesNovember 13, 1955

51.

% AVC Bulletin December 195%. Emphasis in original.

12



incomplete and inaccurate. While these two groups are the principal concern of this
study, when appr opr iasohsespecificallyteerVetsransar ans 6 o
Foreign Wars, the Catholic War Veterans, Jewish War Veterans, and the American

Veterans of World War Two (Amvets), enter the story.

Of these other groups, a study of the V
would undubtedly be interesting and shed further light on the topic of this study. It
remained the second | argest vet-eransd orga
Communist activities also paralleled those of the Le§idn.1955 the VFW had 1.6
million members myanized into 8,682 local posts in 198%dowever, unlike the
American Legion and the AVC, the VFW lacks a central archive of its records. This
unfortunate fact dictated my research strategy from the beginning of this study. But
since the Legion and the Wrshared the same conservative-&dammunist
di scourse, the VFW0s inclusion in this stu
tell.

One surprising finding of this study 1is
criticisms of t he ridelgatiotrdatacktbee AVO. e, t he Le
Legionds decision not to retaliate reflect
it largely impervious to such attacks. If the AVC annoyed the Legion at times, the
Legion nonetheless remained unwilling to engaggirect debate.

In the chapters that follow, | attempt to provide a more complete history of the

role the Legion and the AVC in shaping the political culture of the 1950s. The first

% Kazin, The Populist Persuasion79180.

%" For 1955 VFW membership, see Report of the Quartermaster Generdpr@&8edings of the 46
Encanpment of the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States, Boston, MA, Aug8spg&smber
2, 1955, published @douse Document No. 3584" Congress, ¥ Session298. For the number of
posts, see Report of the Assistant Adjutant General, Ibid., 169.

13



two chapters focus on the issue of civil liberties to show how eacip gttempted to

promote their | arger political agendas. Ch

campaign against domestic subversion was in keeping with its historical role as a

leading antiradical organization, its main purpose in the 1950s wa®fotke

advance of the postwar New Deal. | begin the chapter with a brief overview the

L e g i o nshilwersive dctivities in the interwar years, and provide evidence that its

ant-New Deal stance initially emerged in the late 1930s. | then examine how the

L e gi o nWWIl apteCorhmunist campaign, or Americanism program, primarily

served as a vehicle to carry out its @éiw Deal agenda. | uncover this agenda by

examining representations of the New Deal welfare state that appeaAiméhnean

Legion Magizine t he activities of | ocal Legion <ch

work with important postwar conservative individuals and organizations. In these

venues, the Legion used Cold War Americanism discourse to depict the New

Deal/Fair Deal as unpattic, uyrAmer i can and Acommuni stic. 0
This discussion sets the stage for a | o

activities to control subversion, primarily in government, education, and the

entertainment industry. As in the interwar decades, the postwanri_egi

indiscriminately lumped ne@€ommunist liberals and Commursstto the same

category. But, as t hi s-subversiyeefontsindhe 960ss, t he

were not primarily concerned with curtailing the Communists. Instead, as this chapter

demonstrates, their main purpose was to discredit liberalism by linking it to

subversion.

14



Chapter 2 examines how the AVC attempted to counter these efforts and the
extent to which it succeeded. While this chapter acknowledges the late 1940s purge of
the Conmunist Party from the AVC, it argues that it primarily used a liberal version
of Cold War Americanism discourse to promote the New Deal agenda. After
establ i shi ndewDed creldntial, gshe ghapter shifts the focus to
examine how the grouppeesented conservative encroachments on civil liberties in
attempting to disassociate liberalism from radicalism. In these representations,
conservative attempts to curb subversion became acts that facilitated the objectives of
the Communists to weaken Anman democratic ideals and practices, in ways that
undermined national security. These representations are first explored by examining
the AVCO6s campaign against the foremost sy
to the postwar New Dedl Senator JosepMcCarthy. | subsequently analyze
representations the group generated in its opposition tsanwersive legislation and
its defense of the civil liberties of a range of individuals and prominent liberal
organizations. But as this chapter reveals, th€AVs at t empt s t o rever s
conservative meanings of subversion rarely succeeded. As this chapter demonstrates,
the AVCO6s failure to persuade national vet
excessive ansubversive initiatives of their affilias, as exemplified by the VFW in
Norwalk, Connecticut, is emblematic of its inability to effectively challenge
conservative hegemony in this period.
The final fours chapters address the issue of civil rights. Chapter 3 focuses on
t he AVCO6s enfi-Coommunst lahgoageits gromate civil rights policies. It

again highlights its lack of success by examining its efforts to promote racial equality
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in employment, housing, the armed forces, and G.I. Bill benefits for Affican

American veterans. The remaig chapters focus on the ragmliciesand practices

of the American Legion. Together they demonstrate how the Legion solidified into a
major force for segregation in the 1950s. Chapter 4 sets the broader context for
developing this theme by establistitinat, throughout the decade, national Legion

of ficials wuphel d-standirg inervay pohcy thah geimiteddheir | on g
state and local affiliates to segregate their memberships by race. Although the AVC, a
few white and black liberal Legioaires and black civil rights organizations used
anttCommuni st di scourse to protest the Legi ol
to obtain reform. The chapter also examines how Supreme Court rulings establishing
exclusive federal jurisdiction over tlemforcement of sedition laws and increasing

federal authority over civil rights strengthened-gegregation forces within the

Legion and stifled the possibility of reform.

I n Chapter 5, I examine the involvement
resistancée t hat erupted throughout the South ag
movement | focus this narrative on two main events. First | examine the efforts of the
Mississippi State Legion to suppress the civil rights activism of Hsladk unit,

Jackson,Misss si ppi Post 214. Second, | examine t
efforts to desegregate Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas. Once again,

using Cold War discourse, liberal critics, including black Legionnaires, the AVC and

the black presyr ot est ed the Legionds actions in th
advance reform, liberals depicted conservative efforts to suppress the freedom

struggle as akin to those of fascists and Soviet totalitarians. They also argued that in
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violating national commments to freedom and equality for all citizens,
segregationists directly aided the Soviets by providing them with a propaganda
weapon to use against the United States in the Cold War. | also show how the Legion
and the AVC promoted their agendas regaydiagregation using their competing
notions of Americanism to represent events in Little Rock. Yet despite efforts by
liberals to discredit massive resistance ag\orerican, in the absence of a broader
movement for reform, | vedsienmobcaonservatigset e t hat t h
Americanism remained dominant.

As Chapter 6 shows, however, the 1950s saw some progress towards racial
reform within the Legion. In late 1959, the Legion expelled its elite unit, the Society
of the 40 & 8, from the national bodyyer its refusal to abolish its whites only
membership rule. As the civil rights movement advanced thelndd5 0 s, t he 40 &
racial restriction became a matter of national controversy. Opposition to the
restriction intensified among black Legionnairesnsavhite Legionnaires, the AVC,
black civil rights leaders, major newspapers and the black press. Despite ousting the
40 & 8, the Legion upheld racial segregation within its own ranks. Furthermore,
liberal Cold War arguments failed to advance reform. Ratlespite some interest
within the Legion for racial progress, considerations of organizationahsetéest
primarily forced change. Although racial segregation remained intact, the expulsion
of the 40 & 8 is nonetheless significant since it furthestiates that even within the
Legion, conservative dominance in the 1950s was disrupted and challenged. In the

chapters that follow, | attempt to uncover this complexity.
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Chapter 2The Legion and Civil Liberties

In late August 1947, the American Legipru bl i cl'y announced its
omul timillion dollardé campaign for 1948 to
Uni ted St &dléewYsrk Tmehepbheed, the Legion procl
10,000,000 American homes will receive a booklet each month tellingaheut
some fundament al adv®Thefalgvwngweekfattheimer i can | i
national convention, Legionnaires approved numerous Americanism Committee
resolutions to expand their as@ommunist crusade. One from the New York
del egati on tdetmaend@ammuinihsat Party be outl awe
and that Communist Party membership Aor ad
doctrinesérender any person ineligible for
of fice or agency. 0 AnotWisconsirdelsgationjdalled n, i nt
for an amendment to the Bill of Rights denying its protections in federal and state
court proceedings to fisubversive citizenso
the Government of the Uniedfathenatiomt es by f or
headquarters to establishananti bver si ves training school A
Underlying these actions, as the Mississippi delegation declared, was the belief that:
ACommuni sts and ot her subver sibstiteteagienoups ar
ideologies for the American way of life, and to overthrow our Constitution and

Gover ndent . o

New York TimesAugust 20, 194,721.

29 proceedings of the #9National Convention of the American Legion, New York,Ajust 1947,
published agiouse Document No. 4280" Congress, 1st Session, 104, 105, 107; alsoNme,York
Times August 20, 947, 21.
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While these initiatives marked the onset of a wialeging Americanism
program the Legion conducted in the 1950s, they also reflected stronguayniiith
its interwar history as-Coommeistorhanizatioes. count r vy
As historian William Pencak has noted, ATh
the Legiond6s was al most the only respectahb
subversion seriouslPP’Ast hneahen®iVit yeanati ohe
efforts to control subversives in the 1950s Red Scare contributed substantially to the
overall retrenchment of civil libertiésThese infringements were, of course, very
much inkeeping with established American practices of denying Constitutional rights
guarantees to Communists and other radicals, particularly during Red Scares when
the public demanded intensified government suppression of diss&rfarther, as
in the interwa period, many Legionnaires in the p&d¥iVIl years continued to
indiscriminately lump nof€ommunist liberals and radicals into the same political

category: a¥ fisubversives. o

0 'Wwilliam PencakFor God & Country: The American Legion, 191941 (Boston: Northeastern

University Press, 1989), xii, 14.

#Throughout this study, the terms civil liberties and civil rights are defined differently. By civil

liberties | refer tahose individual rights and freedoms, such as the right to free speech, expression and

assembly that are guaranteed by the Constitution and federal law, from infringement by the

government. Civil rights, on the other hand, are understood to be thosgdatmthat protect

individuals from discrimination or unequal treatment based upon such factors as their race, gender or

national origin. See entry, Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, by John E. Semonche, in Kermit L. Hall

and others, edsThe Oxford Comanion to American LaNew York: Oxford University Press,

2002), 89.

32 Robert Griffith, The Politics of Fear: Joseph R. McCarthy and the Ser@geond edition, Amherst:

University of Massachusetts Press, 1980)3 1 As Gr i f fi t h nNewRealmosiieven dur i
Americans favored denying freedom of speech, press,
see, Ellen W. SchreckeXo Ivory Tower: McCarthyism and the Universiti@ew York: Oxford

University Press, 1986):8.

#BIntheinterwarperod, Pencak notes, fARMerieg@inér&s edefeidnibteiyo:
those who overtly advocated a new social order. Socialists, pacifists, and liberals who doctrines

overlapped significantly with those further to the left, who expressed sympaththeit grievances,

or who went out of their way to defend freedom of s
wrat héThe Legion enthusiwadtbi calary ,emadomesaead Dhei demi
sympathi zer s, 0 Ikganane GeneraliAmos Er@<ttaat, forynstance, linked the
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Yet , as this chapter contends, the
and control subversion in the 1950s was not the Communists and their supposed
sympathizers, but rather, New Deal liberalism itself. Throughout the 1950s, the
American Legion joined in the broader movement of other conservative organizations
and individualgo halt the advance of liberal reform. In keeping with the postwar
conservative backlash against liberalism, the Legion attacked the New Deal state as a
force that fundamentally threatened the survival of individual freedom, private
ent er pr i srghtsaThese edemeants exforsned a 1930s conservative
Americanism that attempted to discredit the New Deal by associating it with
Communisnt* After the war, the Right reasserted them in a political language of
revived nationalism and astommunism, which term conservative Cold War

Americanism. In attempting to cast the New Deal into disrepute, the Legion drew

heavily wupon this discourse, depicting
Aal i en,-Amamiddndshod, as a threat to natiorsacurity. As will be
seen, at both the national and I|-ocal I

liberalism in this period proved largely successful.

The American Legion wa®fmed in Paris, France in February 191%hy
energetic group ofoung Armyofficers, including Theodore Roosevelt, Jormer
Missouri Congressman Bennett Champ Clarknd Wi | | i am AWi |l d Bi

later head of the Office of Strategic Servige8VWII.*®> During the height of the Red

General Federation of Womenédés Clubs and the Wo
to the presumedworddi de Communi st c¢c éarGqui&Cauntry8&9. A Pencak,
%Griffith, The Politics of Fear vii, 31-32; Gary GerstleAmerican Crucible: Race and Nation in the
Twentieth CenturyPrinceton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 200%Y-159.

% pencakFor God & Country 49, 52, 53. Pencak also notes, the interwar Legion tetwattract

elite professional men like Theodore Roosevelt Jr., who were especially gung ho volunteers for combat
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Scare, the Legion quickly assumed a leadolg in campaigns to combat domestic

radicalism and to expand federal aid to wounded veterans. For example, Legion

| obbying resulted in the creation of the f
of the Vet er af aléngwith etHerpaiatic natinalistoorganizations

like the American Protective League, the Legion engaged in vigilantism to purge
communities of subversives, often by using violence. However, starting in the early

1920s, largely to dampen public criticism, the group shiéetics to emphasize legal

methods of dealing with subversion. At times, however, particularly as a major

strikebreaking organization in the 1930s, the Legion continued to employ physical

force against those it saw as threatening the social UrBet.these episodes aside,

the Legion mainly worked within the law to foster its conservative 100%

Americanism. It lobbied for antCommunist legislation at the state level, and it also

aided local and federal law enforcement officials, including the FederabBuf

Investigation (FBI)), to police radicalism by providing them with information on

suspected subversives. The Legion centered its intelligence gathering operations in its
Nati onal Americanism Commission (NAC), whi
nationwide clearinghouse for reports on4efhg groups with suspected subversive

c o n n e c*tLegmmairestalso often prevented liberals and radicals from

appearing in public forums by pressuring local officials to revoke their permits to

speal’®

duty. Many Legionnaires who served in WWI had been conspicuously active in the preparedness
movement. Ibid., 3G38.

*bid., 60, 178.

"bid., 10-12, 22, 36, 157, 16465, 237.

% |bid., 162163, 237.

¥ Ibid., 11, 167, 268.
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The Legion also attempted to thwart the dissemination of liberal and radical
views in the interwar years by monitoring the school system, including higher
education, which it saw as a major source of subversive thdU@hne the hand the
Legion attempted to pvent subversive ideas from influencing young minds through
campaigns to ban liberal textbooks from high schools. On the otherihaodght to
instill its values among high school students by sponsoring writing contests for
college scholarships focused Americanism topics, such as the democratic way of
life versus Communistt. At times, Legionnaires also successfully prodded
administrators to dismiss teachers and professors they found politically
objectionablé’? The Legion frequently charged that higleelucation was under the
influence of radicals. In early 1935, NAC director Homer Chaillaux distributed some
2,000 copies of a radio address by Congressman Hamilton Fish to local Legion
Americanism officers across the country that attacked nine major snivéri es fias
6honeycombed with Socialist*®Aftarear Communi s
Northwestern University professor, and Legionnaire, William Gellerman, in June

1938, charged (in his dissertation) that t

unpatrioti cdeamdréepreas dryti ng the O6banking, |
classes, 60 Legion national commander Dan D
propaganda. As Doherty declared, it Awas w

institutions of higher learning are hotbeds of comram for the dissemination of

“As Pencak notes, AThe Legion regarded schools and
sources-Amferamadmurs mé Chall engi ngbidr265di ti onal communi
“! For textbooks, Ibid., 27274 for essay contests, Ibid., 268.

“21n 1927, for example, West Chester State Normal College (PA) fired two professors in direct

response to a reliaiting campaign conducted by the local Legion post. The professsrwh o had a

long history of activisminlefwi ng causeso0 al so ser-vwueldberal€lubadvi sor s f
Ibid., 269-270.

“ bid., 240241.
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theories and philosophies which are entirely alien to the American concept and
American principles under which we have pr
commander Jeremiah Cross al so pwasnted out
George S. Counts of Columbia University Teachers College. Convinced that the

Depression rendered individualistic laisgaze capitalism obsolete, Counts wanted

the schools to become a leading force in transforming the nation into a collectivist

sodety. Counts thus served to further link Gellerman and higher education generally

to the Red conspiracy. As Cross decl ared,
appreciation of his desire for a communal state in Professor Counts, whose

et Union are toc

contributonad visits to the Sov
The national Legion increasingly linked radicalism to the New Deal in the late

1930s as it voiced its concerns over the concentration of power in the liberal state. In

February 1938, the Legionused t®8"anni ver sary of Abraham Li:

warn Americans about increasing federal po

in Springfield, IlIlinois national commande

wavesurPAmer i can bel i ef ®ndangedingthe walkance beteee®d wer e

governmental authority and individual 1| ibe

AWe need a return of Lincolnds spirit in t

we need a return of smalled prosperity. Economicvials will surely come in the

course of events, if we cl®ave to the prin

“New York TimesJune 28,1938, f or Count dés support of -Woll | ectivi si
Sdling Free Enterprise: The Business Assault on Labor and Liberalism,-1986(Urbana and

Chicago: University of lllinois Press, 1994), 191.

5 New York Timesebruary 13, 1938, 41.
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The Legion also took a leading role in lobbying for the establishment of the
House UrAmerican Activities Committee (HUAC), created in 1938 by -&Neiv
Dealconservatives. HUAC Chairman Texas Democrat Martin Dies rewarded the
Legion by inviting NAC director Homer Chaillaux to appear as one of the
commi tteebs initial witnesses. Chaill aux p
subversiveso flesBButt hiet Leas odwrsi g the c¢ommi
late October 1938 hearings when two California Legion officials, its attorney Ray
Nimmo and Harper Knowles, chairman of its Radical Research Committee, directly
attacked the New Deal. Their main targetswbecretary of Labor Francis Perkins,
whom they charged with Acoddlingo Communi s
proceedings against alleged Communist and
president Harry Bridges. Knowles also testified that Maritime Labor Boardber
Dr . Louis Bloch Awas formerly a Communi st
evidence fiproved beyond any reasonabl e dou
agents, has had complete control of the maritime industry on the Pacific Coast for
five yea s*. 0

The Legion associated the New Deal with radicalism on other occasions in the
late interwar years. In early 1940, for example, NAC director Homer Chaillaux along
with Catholic Youth Organization director (and former heaxgrght champion

boxer) Gendunney, Theodore Roosevelt Memorial director David Hinshaw, and

“® pencak,For God and Country249-250.

“"New York Time€)ctober 251938, 1; Ibid., October 26, 193®. As its state commander,

Charill aux used the California Legion as a strikebr
general strike led by Harry Bridges, an Australian immigrant. PerdeakGod and Country,222

223. Although Pencak mentions that Knowles attacked Perkins and California Democrats as

Communist sympathizers, and that he headed the Republican Party backed California Associated

Framer s, he focuses on Knowl es 6 sonsylmitenotdoesekplei@ L e gi on
its role in the HUAC hear i ng\ewbealstaneetbid.e250e nt ati ve of
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Boy Scouts directors John Schiff and Victor Ridder issued a public statement

denouncing the American Youth Congress (AY

Communist Trojarhorse movement which peiisitCommunists and their fellow

travelers 6to bore from withind. o While th

free institutions, o they also highlighted

General Jackson, and CIO president John L. Lewis sadreduled to speak at its

upcoming national conference, and that Eleanor Roosevelt had continued to support

and defend thgroupFur t her more, in calling for the A"

the organization, they pr ocseeommmidic AThis t

leaders are hiding behind the skirts of their influential protectors, while attempting to

pose as the representatffve of 4,650,000 Am
After WWII, however, Legion opposition to the New Deal intensified as the

group stepped ups efforts to conflate liberal reform with subversion. In late August

1947, the national convention voted 2,788 to oppose the TakllenderWagner

public housing bill, which aimed to make millions of urban residences available to

veterans and other lomnd moderaténcome citizens. In January 1948, #heerican

Legion Magazindl ec|l ared the convention vote, fAln e

different philosophies of governménthose who believe in public housing and those

who donét. o6 The L dteeiwbich arged delegates taoppose aher mi

bill, the article noted, Acontended that t

was one of Federal paternalisméa philosoph

“8 New York TimesFebruary 9, 1940, 10. Later that year, in late July, Tunney again denounced the

AYC before the CegyoAdse NewsiYnpgkMends Post 209. He
commander Raymond Kelly, Awho praised the former pu
y 0 u t New ¥odk Timesluly 23, 194021.
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this nation was foumadedd[utsh dtulr ecaawirdclye ad d
l ndeed, as the article concluded, rather t
housing industry, o the convention adopted
obtain housing through the normal operationtheffree enterprise system aided,
when necessary by %®tate and | ocal agenci es
To avoid establishing a permanent federal public housing program, the Legion
Ssubsequently sponsored the Veteransd Homes
permitted 5 or moreeterans with loans (financed bytaxx e mpt Vet er ansao
Administration bonds) to set up ngnofit housing associations to construct homes
themselves. A he Legi on noted, ANo government gif

1 oan the ca

liquidating, and the VA would be suppliedw h f unds t o
The Legion also opposed public housing at the local level. For instance, in

April 1952, Legionnaire J. Bradley became

Against Socialist Housing, an organization funded by private homdelsiand

headed by conservative Democrat Frederick C. Dockweiler to defeat a proposed

$110,000,000 (federally supported) kimcome public housing program for Los

Angeles. To aid the campaign, Bradley brought in representatives from the Veterans

of Foreigh Wars (VFW), Disabled American Veterans (DAV), American Veterans of

“9New York TimesSeptember 1. 1947; Clarene Woodbur vy, AiShoul d Veterans Cc
Ho u s i Amgricalm Legion MagazingereinaftelALM), January 1948, passjr#0-21, 4749. The

resolutions the convention passed specified that any federal subsidies to low cost urban public housing
ishourhaddebein the form of grants or | oans to states
Ibid., ALM, 48. These other resolutions called for: housing preferences for WWII veterans and

veteransod wpulolwisg tpouwviatge conf eraemsc ecsf fAs Itaos Hii mgd pawraiyc
federal laws to equalize loans costs of urban and rural properties purchased by veterans, and

Al egislation to prohi bi {Ameicamand subverdive orgamzdtionnffomb er s o f
living in Governmenf i nanced nhoesthoest.,0 the article noted, HAEver)
socialisméwill be done to get GI Joe and his family
afford tod84Pay. o | bid.

0 ALM, April 1948, 27, 5153.
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World War Two (Amvets) and Jewish War Veterans (JWV). As Bradley declared,
AVeterans have a tremendous stake in defea
multimillion-dollar housing program would restore is Socialistic; it would impose
new and inflationary taxes on our economy; it would not clear slums; and it would be
an added burden on the hundreds of thousands of veterans who have built their own
homeBesopi t e t he L e ¢edemnpbbiic houpimioesidentTronman t o
signedthe 1949 Housing Adnto law in July 1949*

Legion national commanders also increasingly used their positions to express
the groupobés antipathies towards the New De
WWII veteran elected as national commander, told the American Federation of Labor
(AFL) national convention in October 1949:
country a state of wel f ar eé b u-makinginithea Wel f a
United State must remain in free, private hands and those are the hands of labor and
the hands of industry! o The problem, Craig
state had opened the door to fAevi l phil oso
of E u habwee progtessively eroding the core foundations of political freedom
in America: free enterpriseandselfe | i ant i ndi vidualism. As Cr
is a growing disposition on the part of more and more of our people to surrender their
rightsand r eedoms, bit by bit, in return for go

had | ed the effort to secure the Serviceme

*1 Bradley also chaired the statéde membership commission of the California Legion, and had been
chairman of the National C o nmaosaAngdles Mithaspris2p, 4952, a | housi
C6. For Dockweil erds background anMakihgiABettero mebui | de
World: Public Housing, the Red Scare and the Direction of Modern Los Ar(ddileseapolis:

University of Minnesota Press, 2005), 110. While local-pablic housing forces defeated

Proposition B, after a long political battle, they also won a 195%&swtit with federal housing

authorities that reduced planned 1949 Housing Act supported public housing projects by 57%. Ibid.,

100, 114, 135.

n
r
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the mostfar eachi ng piece of soci al | egi sl ati on
comments maydwe initially perplexed some delegates. But Craig was careful to
delineate the rationale justifying social provisions for veterans. As Craig informed the
del egates, fAWe do not believe that soci al
a government ponsibility! We believe the government should supplement such a
movement only for that segment of our population which cannot do the job for itself.
War widows and disabled veterans are an example of that segment. They have earned
government protection tbugh their costly sacrifices in defense of our freedoms,
sacrifices which have placed t#H®im under ev
restricted view of the legitimate scope of federal social welfare policy had in fact
guided the Legion in articulatirthe parameters of the G.I. Bill. It understood its
generous soci al rights to be exclusively v
benefits that should be extended to all Americans.

In keeping with its conservative approach to social welfare ydhe Legion
al so joined the American Medical Associ at:i
national health insurance legislation. In early December 1949 the AMA announced its
approval of an Aunprecedentedo annual asse
chest of $3 million dol | aWashidgtoroPodilsoght 0 t he
reported fiThe AMA was assured -of the Legio

administration battle. o6 That same day, nat

2 Report of Proceedings of the Skliight Convention of the American Federation of Labor, St. Paul

Minnesota Octdber 310, 1949, 395, 396. AFL secretatseasurer George Meany was not surprised

by Craigbdés speech. As he told reporters, AThe Legio
make the same reactionary speeches reflecting the economic philosophies $fi&¥éakhnd the

Nati onal Associ atWashngtanfPostalimesfHaral@®ctolbees; 1949011.

%3 Suzanne MettlerSoldiers to Citizens: The G.I. Bill and the Making of the Greatest Genertmm

York: Oxford University Press, 2005), 22.
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White House officia s : AWe have just begun to fight.o
Legion convention in October 1955, AMA representative David B. Allman praised
the group for iIts ongoing assistance in he
Al Il man r emi nde dAnmehcan Legeoh veag ane cf Americéint h e
medi cinebds first and staunchest allies in
health insurance. That is why the Ameriddadical Association has contributed
annually for the past five years to the support of thee Leo n Gcomnaumisimi
progrtam. o

l ndeed, as the | argest veteransO6 organi
Legion wielded considerable power in Congress, and therefore it could provide
kindred groups such as t he etersmemkemhipt i on al
swelled from 840,000 in 192%to 2.8 million in 1956, organized into 17,000 local
posts. The Legion drew additional strength from its national American Legion
Auxiliary, which in 1952 composed nearly a million women active in some 14, 000
local units®® In 1956, by its annual expenditures, the Legion held rank as one of the
top ten lobbies in the natichThe high proportion of veterans in Congress in the
1950s undoubtedly enhanced its influence over legislation. As Suzanne Mettler has

notel, ABy 1960, veterans accounted for about

¥ Washington Post & Times HeralBecember 9, 1949, Proceedings of the §7National

Convention of the American Legion, Miami,,bctober 1913, 1955, published a$ouse Document

No. 284 84" Congress, ¥ Session, 72, 73.

% pencakFor God and Contry, 49.

®0On the Legion6s standing as t hMashingion BostkiTimeset er ans 6
Herald, August 28, 1952, 1; the Legion had 2.7 million members in 195N eeeYork TimesAugust

20, 1951, 24; for 1956 membershifms Angele§imes September 3, 195@. In 1952, the American

Legion Auxiliary had 960, 428 members organized into
American Legi ®mocestings ofthe $atgonabConvention of the American Legion,

New York, NYAugust 2528, 1952, published @$ouse Document No. 2883rd Congress,*1

Session448. The Auxiliary had some 600,00 members in 1945. PerfeakGod and Country296.

*"New York TimesDecember 2, 1956, 65.
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House of Re¥inthslanlddg, thevlegion also had 195 members in

the House and 44 in the Senate, and so it is likely that even more were Legionnaires

in the fifies decadé’ Indeed, &New York Timepr of i | e of the fiaver ag:¢
the EightyfFour t h Congresso in January 1955 noted
children, is a war veteran, belongs to the American Legion, and is a Mason and

L i o®AThedpowerful Legiorspearheaded federal lobbying efforts that greatly

expanded veteransoOo benefits in the 1950s,
the 19508
The Legionbs | arge membership ensured t

advance its conservative agenda. Itsamtily distributedAmerican Legion Magazine

kept members informed about pending legislation, and served as a major outlet for the
dissemination of ariberalism throughout the 1950s. The magazine typically

featured articles that depicted New Deal/FaiaDieralism as an alien, un

American and radical force that threatened to destroy American freedom by tossing

aside Constitutional principles of limited government and laitsiez free enterprise.

As William LaVarre tol d 20garsirmwtheyhave Sept e mb
been patiently planning us into Socialism and out of our Constitutional Republic. The
genesis of their socialist blue printseé or
Europe by way of Laski, Webb and Keynes of radical Londathjsaentirely foreign

to America and American doctrines. From its inception in the diseased mind of

%8 Mettler, Soldiers to Citizensl32.

¥ Michael Kazin;The Populist Persuasion: An American Stf¥ew York: Basic Books, 1995), fn 40,

332.

% New York Timeslanuary 9, 1955, SM109.

®For a an overview of its phenomenal | obbying power
Biggest Privleg d CHa s p &ulyd$58, 1P5.
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fanatically propertyless Marx it has been a pagan ideology against private enterprise
[ and] private property. o0 Ot hcerdingworRuth er s v oi
Alexander, in a November 1953 article, by exceeding tiosistitutionally prescribed
authority, liberals in Congress were in effect functioning as subversives, radically
transforming the country in ways the Communists desired. Under th&it@aon,
Al exander told readers, fAThese representat
if not exclusively, with political affairs. In recent years they have increasingly
encroached on economic affairs and our form of government has increasingly
approached that of our ideological enemies. A bloodless revolution has taken place
and we have already made certain qualitative changes in our society that threaten to
achieve the goal of our enemies, i.e. to destroy capitalism, the source of all of our
freed oms . 0 T hr o dgviregulanlyepublishefd arfickessauthored by key
figures in the emerging postwar conservative movement, including William F.
Buckley, William H. Chamberlin, Eugene Lyons, Ralph de Toledano, and Freda
Utley %2
Also, many Legion fliliates served as forums for the articulation of
conservative ideas, thus further reflecting the depth of antipathies towards postwar
liberalism within the organization. The Los Angeles American Legion regularly

invited conservatives to address its Luaah Club meetings. For example, in early

Wi lliam LaVarre, fl s AOM Bept€obardd52, #6uRuih dlexanBes,0 me d ? 0
ACommuni sm vs. Capit alALM Movember 8963, 58 yForiarticle<hy thdése ast s, 0
leading conservative writers sder example, the following issues AL M: Buckley, (October, 1960);

Chamberlin, (May 1959); Lyons (January & February, 1949; December, 1954, October, 1956, and

October, 1959); Toledano (May, 1954); Utley (November, 1953). As historian George Nashgbserve

Aln the decade after Yalta, Lyons, East man, utl ey,
intell ectual mo v e Tihe Gansewativé tntelieagual Mélremeit @ $\rherica: Since

1945(New York: Basic Books, 1979), 88. For discussidithe roles of Buckley, Chamberlin, Lyons,

Toledano, and Utley in making the postwar conservative movement (respectively), 1bid411485

86; 8687; 101103; 8%88; and passim.
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November 1951, W.C. Mullendore, president of Southern California Edison

Company warned Club attendees of: AThe dan
arising from invasion by our own government of therighssesnt i al t o | i ber ty
continuing to increase federal spending on
build more and more houses on government ¢
i séopractically reducing ourasneilsvneesbot o t he

Addressing the California Legion convention in late June 1956, Frank N. Belgrano
Jr., chairman of Transamerica Corporation,
condemn the Communist, Fascist and Socialist, and properly so. But in our
condemnatio of them we neglect the many societies and innumerable other
organizations of different names spreading alien doctrines dangerous to this country.
They carry deceptive banners difficult to
as O0most déaggemupss&@nblwn as O6economic plann
wel f ar e °PAstheAmercanism chairman of Legion Post 152, Martin B.
McNeally, (later Legion national commander, 1959 6 0) i nsti tuted a f o
post sponsorshipongt caimskervaght eisn it ®@ad i ve
Speakers included William F. Buckley, Clarence Manion, and columnist George
Sokolsky®*

Clarence Manion, as Rick Perlstein has recently shown, played a central role

in the rise of the postwar conservative movenpembarily as the chief architect,

% Los Angeles Timedlovember 7, 1951, 250s Angeles Timeduly 1, 195, 1.

“Robert B. Pitkin, AThe Nat i onMM N@emhenadsy48r of the A
for Sokol skydés bac kg rNghtmade,n Rede he \cCarthy&erach M. Fr ei d,
PerspectivdNew York: Oxford University Press, 1990), 89.
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beginning in the | ate 1950s, of ®&8uwtry Gol d
|l ess known is Maniond6s wor k wlihéeKeytohe Amer i
Peace: A formula for the perpetuation of real Americanisii951, Manion, also a
Legionnaire, assumed a major role in the L
The Key to Peag@&an antiNew Deal tract that climbed to 15 on thew York Times

best selling list in March 195, Manion excoriated the liberal walfe state.

AProposed alternatives t o -ptatewhiehtwdd ent er pr i
sterilize the natural incentive impulse of human beings with a system of complete
endowed Osecurity. o6 Just as t heverpthbeb of pri
inevitable alternative. For an wunidenti fie
feard we are asked ¢ loeasywanuaeyri®e natidhaleedom it
commander Erl e Cocke wrote Manionodoes publis
Heritage Foundation, stating that the Legi
gi ftséfor the purpose of placing them in t
in the libraries of secondary schools, colleges and universities throughout ted Unit
States. 0 | ts eNewDeal economicosderovas@redsélyewha thee

Legion hoped its amMCommunist campaign would accomplish. As Cocke informed

C o n r @hé Key i Peaas in full accord with the Americanism program of the

AmericanLeg on. 0-Apnil att®51, the Legionds Nati on:
Commission (NAC) director reported that all state commanders, adjutants and

Americanism officers and all post commanders in five states had received the book;

% Rick Perlsein, Before the Storm: Barry Goldwater and the UnMaking of the American Consensus
(New York: Hill and Wang, 2002), 15.

® New York TimgsMarch 18, 1951, BR5.

67 Clarence ManionThe Key to Peace: A formula for the perpetuation of real Americati$icago

The Heritage Foundation, Inc.,1951), 72.
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and in June, it was shippedtopostmmander s Ain the remainingo
Major corporations, in particular General Motors and Inland Steel, also participated in
the distribution plan. By early June 1951, General Motors purchased 3, 275 copies of

The Key to Peagavhich the Legion dusequently sent to the Michigan Board of

Education Afor wuse in the Legion Boyso6 St a
Si X states, and the District of Columbi a.
Allen Willand informed Steve Dubrul of General Mot s A We want to expr

our very deep appreciation for this evidence of your interest in this unusually
effective method of reselling Americans on America and yotop=Eration in
achievi ng otindeeo, th¢se fomsias/Eizaheth Fokéslf has shown,
were also participants in a massive campai
business communityo after WWII to persuade
Deal liberalisnt® In short, their contributions to the Legion were anotimgrortant
part of this larger effort.
Local posts praised the bo6kand Manion frequently spoke at Legion state

conventions. Shortly after convening in July 1951, the chairman of the Alabama

% Erle Cocke, Jr., National Commander, American Legion to Arthur L. Conrad, President, The
Heritage Foundation, Inc. Chicago, IL, January 8, 1951, microfilrQ@&®!, reel 22 D 4, Subject

Fil es, filpioA€C] aAmececdMa Legion Library & Archives
ALLA); Allen B. Willand, Director National Americanism Commission to Fred L.. Maguire,
Advertising Director, The American Legion Magazine,

ALLA .; Memorandum, K. Huggins to Allen B. Willand, June 12, 1951, Ibid., Willand to Mr. Steve

DuBrul, General Motors Corporation, Detroit, MI, June 4, 1951, Ibid., for the participation of Inland

Steel Corporation, which prStateimdetngin 9l seelewisbEo t he Ten
Moor e, Chairman Tennessee Boysd State Committee to
% Elizabeth FonesVolf, Selling Free Enterprise: The Business Assault on Labor and Liberalism,
19451960(Urbana and Chicago: Uravsity of lllinois Press, 1994), 4; on GM, lbid., 7, 22, 168; and

Inland Steel, Ibid., 884, 222.

" For positive reaction tdhe Key to Peacieom local posts, see Tarlton Stafford, for Marble Falls

Post 545, Department of Texas to Clarence Manion, S2erld, Indiana, July 5, 1951. Stafford told

Mani on he had the Aunani mous votedo of the post for
which we feel is a great contribution to the cause
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Legion state convention inmnsSedmad e n&time
Key to Peace, 6 and had as our principle sp
Manion also addressed 5,000 Legionnaires at their New York State conveiion.

mid-year 1952, the Legion appointed Manion as special advisor to te'AFhe

Legion continued to work with Manion through the 1950s. In 1955, Manion provided

ideaforaseriesof Leggmponsored bill boards fAselling b:
which procl aimed: ACommuni sm is Godl essnes
AlsoinApril 1959, national commander Preston |

program, the Manion Foruf.

With Manion at their side, Legionnaires entered the battle against the liberal
state in all its subversive manifestations. The revival of@rtimunism lading to
the periodbébs Red Scare brought fresh oppor
nationb6és alleged fifth columnists. Communi
bomb detonation in 1949, followed by the Soviet espionage cases, the Communist
invasion of the South Korea in 1950, all heightened public anxiety over a widespread

Communist conspiracy. Officials at all levels of the Legion proclaimed a full

mobilization to counter the threat of internal subversion. In July 1950, as the country

man,womanand hi I d in this great country of ours. o I|bid.;
RauLocke Post No. 8 Hartford, CT, to National Commander Erle Cocke, Jr., June 25, 1951, both are
in file: ACl arence Manion. 0 AL Laeofthedactthhtéoo | i n t ol d C
many men in the pulpit are preaching the camouflaged gospel of Communism, and now we have a
wonder ful weapon prepared for us by Legionnaire Man

"L D. Trotter Jones, General Chairmar®@hnual Convention, Aerican Legion, Department of

Alabama to H.H. Dudley, National Adjutant, American Legion, Indianapolis, IN, July 20, 1951,

microfim,890 004, reel 22 D 4, Subject NewYoekdimesfuly!|l e: ACI ar
25,1952, 9.

2New York Timesluy 25, 1952, 9.

“On the Americanism bill board®#LM195881;Newyxorks of the Anm
Times April 27, 1959, 13.

" For a good summary of the major events generating the 1950s Red Scare, see @shinsky,

Conspiracy So Immens&00-106, passim.
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mobilized for war in Korea, Justice Matthew J. Troy, the newly elected commander

of the Kings County, NY Legion Apledged re
out every vestige of communism in our community life, in our schools, in our

churches, in political ahcivic groups and everywhere the menace of Moscow has

raised its wugly head. o Similarly, in Octob
of the groupdés Foreign Relations Commissio

individual, activated Americanism. & up to us to light the torch for this crusade of

Americanism and it is time for each indivi
the United States or against iit.o60 Likewis
Auxiliary president, Mrs. Willis (HopeReed, sounded the al arm. i

united in patriotic determination can hope to hold the line for freedom against the

hordes now advancing under the Red fl agéAg

we must array the strength of an enthusiastic,ele mi ned Afferi cani sm. o
As in the interwar years, the Legion carried out much of itssarttversive

offensive through its National Americanism Commission (NAC). But in 1948, the

NAC added an Ui\merican Activities Office in Washington D.C., under the

direction of Karl Baarslag, previously a countarbversives officer with U. S. Naval

3t

I ntelligence. The office functioned as a

St

andcountes ubver sive activityo and maintained

ideni fi ed with Communists or suspected commu

“Troy also appealed to the patriotism of drafteesbd
Legion, #Ain mapping out an effectivelNewYark t o combat
Times July 16, 1950, 59. For Wilson, skes Angeles fhes Oct ober 7, 1950, 4. Reed
are i n, AT hNations NewstohtleeaAoheridan Legion AuxiliaBgnuary 19513, In an

Apr il 1953 address at Los Angel esé6 Patriotic Hall,
(Eve) Ashtonnmphasi zed the need to mobilize the nationbs \
subversion. AEver ywhere, even in the smaller commun

the American mothers, t o bleosAngelesTnesamll8eldss, B2gai nst Co
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made information concerning astilbversive activities available to Legion affiliates,
and other subscribers, through itsnonthly newsletterThe Firing Line As Ellen
Schreckehas noted, the Washington D.C. office did not operate in isolation, rather it
functioned wit-do mmaninat i oemtawomland icomposed
and individuals with whom it also shared information. The Legion also maintained
closetiestot e nat i on 0 s-subwesides aggncyctloe Fedéra Bureau of
l nvestigation (FBIl ). FBI agent Lee R. Penn
the NAC from 19481952. When Pennington left the FBI in late 1953, Legion
officials immediately appoijtd hi m as the NAC O6s director;
head of t hAemerigan AaliyitiésOffiteA

State and local units also conducted-antiversive activities, involving both
training and intelligence gathering functions. The lllinois StatgLeo n 6-s Ant i
Subversive Commission, for example, held yearly seminars to train affiliates in
fighting the communist menace, Al nviting t
authorities on the subject. o Indianapoli s,
subversive seminars in early 1955, which featured-wadiwn anticommunists
experts such as Senator McCarthyos chief ¢
apparently enthusiastically embraced coustdsversive training guidelines provided

by national headquaatr s. As the national commander r ey

“Baar sl agods rUsSl News &NorldRepbvieads bfiyt o r e vGomraunistz e t he ant i
campaign that the Legion carried on before World Wa
Intelligence, Baarslag fought the Communist faction witiigiNew York marine radio union; and

after being defeated by them, his group joined the
U.S. News &World Repord, une 12, 1953, 32; fANG NewstandWorldn Agai nst
Report July 24, 195356-57; SchreckerMany Are the Crimes: McCarthyism in Amerig&inceton,

NJ: Princeton University Press, 19984 . On Penningtonds pNewYotki ons i n the
Times November 19, 1953, 1AL M, January 195438; SchreckerMany Are the Crime217; New

York TimesSeptember, 15, 1955, 15.
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every indication that the training program outlined in the manual is being put into
operation in al/l parts of the country. o |In
served as the central repositbror fif i |l es of i ndex cards and
concerning some 412 fAisuspected subversives
from each of the ot heNewNa@kwimémngd arntde &,t aift telse
material had been gathered by the siégofficers of Legion posts throughout New
England. 06 National headquarters staff sift
[security] officers, officially known as chairmen of astibversive activities, send
their material to the National Committeen | ndi anapol i s for correl
also used their resources to aid the-anbversive work of their state governments. In
January 1954, for example, the Massachusetts Legion provided its files on
Ssubversives t o as gsiatve comnfissionsnteatipagtinys fnNspeci al
communi sm. o

The national Legion also sponsored a host ofsuttversive laws. The group
strongly supported passage of the Internal Security Act of 1950 (or McCarran Act,)
requiring Communist party members, and their fignoups, to register with the
Attorney General. In his September 1950 message to Congress vetoing the bill,

President Truman, whose own loya$igcurity programs had done much to advance

the erads repressive | egal méasmatedsvoiced
potential to undermine civil l i berties. Th
that its definition of fAcommusabvessive front so
""New York TimedDecember 8, 19595 . For P o ssubvé@sive seminasLdiuFetruary

1955, 40; on affili at e-subversive¢rainmng rhanualessenatiorsle t o t he <co
commander Seabr n Co | | i rPsoéesdingsefB®National Convention of the American

Legion, Miami, FLOctober 1613, 1955, published a$ouse Document No. 2884" Congress, 2nd
Session, 17Mew York Timeslanuary 30, 1954, 6.
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group to be classed as a front, merely for supporting any part of a guitoon
advanced by the Communist Party. I n Truman
Athe greatest danger to freedom of speech,
Sedition Laws of 1798.0 The Legionds natio
no such misgivings, and declared the Senate
Al the] most encouragi ng-Daggw flmom eWagmiingto
groupdés vigorous support of the bill, Sena
askedTruman to appoint a Legietiesignated citizemember to the Subversive
Activities Control Board, the Actods admini
by the Communist Partyods | egal appeals del
Act 60s r ergquiements, the Legion established the National Committee on
Un-American Activities. The group, consisting of 139 attorneys and law enforcement

officials belonging to the Legion, focused on helping federal authorities enforce the

new law. In additionte ooper ating with the FBI #Ato comb
Commi ttee also provided | egal assistance,
themselves sued for libel after exposing Commumistsotherdmy emphasis] who

woul d subvert ourunweayl 54,1 itfhree oL eAd isocon |i onb i
| 78 [

outl aw the Communist party and al of its

8 For discussion of the signf i cance of T r-secuity @agrar if ldyihg thedbgsis fott y
the legal and political repression of the 1950s,EH&mn W. Schreckemo Ivory Tower: McCarthyism
and the UniversitiegNew York: Oxford University Press, 1986)}54 and, AtharTheoharisSeeds of
Repression: Harry S. Truman and the Origins of McCarthyiShicago: Quadrangle Books, 1971).
For Trumands vet o TheAgsd gaCarthygsm:eA BisetHistosy Wikhédocuments
(Boston: Bedford Books, 1994), 1945. Georg Craig is quoted ihos Angeles TimeSeptember 24,
195025. For Mund tLds#ngeles GimeOstober 1 B0, 9. On the creation of the
Legi onds -NmaeridamAttvities Committee, séms Angeles Timedovember 20, 1950,

19; and,The Tennessee Legionnailarch 1951, 7. Richard Fried provides a succinct discussion of
the actual failure of authorities to enferce the Mc
1960s demise in federal court rulings. Richard M. Friightrmare in Red: The McCarthy Era in
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State units also lobbied for arstibversive legislation. In early 1951, the New
York Legion pushed for stricter loyalgecuity program requirements among state
employees, and extension of the Feinberg Law, which subjected teachers in public
schools and coll eges to discharge on the ¢
organi zations | isted bycteepBogedsob Rageh
New York, California and Pennsylvania units all pushed for state laws outlawing the
Communi st party. The Pennsylvania Legionos
Pechan Act, which imposed loyaltyat hs i n t heducadidnaystend Bhe hi gher
Mont ana Legion sponsored the 1951- bill tha
American activities investigations committ€e.

The Legion also sought measures intended to deny those charged with
subversion of their constitutionaligrantees to legal representation. Given the

predominance of lefiving attorneys among those few even willing to represent such

PerspectivdNew York: Oxford University Press), 118ew York Timgslune 10, 195418. By the

time the Legion lobbied to outlaw the CP, it had already been severely handicapped by federal

prosecutions of its members. Ak e c k er n ot -4950s, Ain&igan Cdmenunisis fthd few

rights that any of fi ci aManylAme thg Crimesl®0.New Yorkdimgse ct . 0 Schr
June 10,195418. The Legionbés staunch support efedt he McCar
its interest in eliminating all soalled subversive groups from the body politic. In October 1950, the

nati onal convention called for outlawing the Commun
their front organizations or other groups whoalt may[my emphasis] advocate the overthrow of our
government by force or violence or any unl awf ul me a
itake i mmedi ate steps for the internment of every Kk
United State .Ptoceedings of 32nd National Convention of the American Legion, Los Angeles, CA,

October 912, 1950, 81st Congress, 2nd Session, published as House Document, |26, 284

¥ New York Timeslanuary 31, 1951, 10; the specific terms of the Feinbesgae inNew York

Times February 4, 1956, 39; the state unitds calls f
Los Angeles Time§&ebruary 23, 1951, 7; (New Yorkew York Timesluly 18, 1953, 11; (California)

Los Angeles Timedanuary 11, 195 5; and (PennsylvaniaNew York TimgsAugust 9, 19524; on

the Pechaern Act s est abNoilverh Towenlil]; forghe Blontadal en W. Schr
Legi onbs AbMMNayr353 32. see
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defendant§® Legionnaires sought imposition of various national and state bar
association sanctions on lawyers who defendedsaccsubversives. In 1950,
national convention delegates authorized all Legion units to lobby the American Bar
Association A to file disbarment proceedin
Lawyers Guild who foll ow t hwnti@ehommuni st | in
Legionnaires directed the National Legislative Commission to pursue measures
requiring all attorneys practicing before federal courts, agencies and Congressional
committeesto filenow o mmuni st affidavits, with provis
and disbarmento for any fAfalsed or #Afraudu
mandate requested legislation to disbar lawyers who invoked the Fifth Amendment,
Awhen questioned in any | egal proceeding r
part .aly, i8 March 955, the California State Legion testified in favor of a
proposed law put forth by a committee of the state bar association that would allow
the disbarment of attorneys for, among other causes, invoking their Fifth Amendment
privlegeswheque st i oned fAabout membership in subyv
showing of disrespect to Congr &dnsional or
short, the dual intent of such measures was to severely restrict the rights of both the
accused and their atheys.

As the U.S. Supreme Court rulings concerning the civil liberties of

Communists took a more liberal direction under Chief Justice Earl Warren from 1955

8 0On the difficulties Communists and accused subvessexperienced in obtaining legal
representation, and the political pressures their lawyers faced in representing them, see Schrecker,
Many Are the Crimes301-305.

8 proceedings of 37National Convention of the American Legion, Miami, Florida, Octdlfet 3,

1955, 84th Congress, 2nd Session, published as House Document NgO;284v York Timedviarch

20, 1955, 63.

41



onwards, the Legion joined with those seek

February @ 5 9 , nati onal commander Preston Moor e

supporto for the American Bar Associationé

subversion | aws, 0 passed in opposition to

The Legion also suppodéehe State Department curbs on the right to travel, and its

policy of refusing to issue passports on t

When the Supreme Court upheld these restrictions in April 1958, the Legion backed

the early 1959 legislativiaitiatives of Mississippi Senator James O. Eastland to

restore the withholding of ®passports from
The notion that Communists and their sympathizers sought to subvert the

minds of youth by infiltrating the educational system wastgrise concern to the

American Legion in the 1950s, ensuring that the schools became a major focal point

of its Americanism program. As Eve Ashton, Americanism Committee chair of the

National Auxiliary, observed i nolegeBs81, A Gali

another Communist goal. If they can control and color the education of our children,

the future of America is indeed dark. We must see to it that our teachers and

textbooks are soundly American, teaching our children to be free Americans, not

preparing them to be puppets of a foreign

82 SchreckerMany Are the Crime®94-296, 352353, 364New York Times ebruary 27, 1959, 4. By

hal ting the St at eestigtopsarKantweDultesos thepbass that they tacked

statutory authority from Congress, the Court sidestepped the issue of whether they violated the

Constitution. See the entri¢ent v. Dullesn, Kermit S. Hall, ed.The Oxford Companion to the

Supreme Court of the United StaieNew Yor k: Oxford University Press,
support of East NewYdlTSmeAmig2d, 495% 25i Forran exteneles discussion

of the State Depart meme 6Suprresm@oCaurtds rict e onesntaina
Caute,The Great Fear: The ArtCommunist Purge Under Truman and Eisenhowgew York:

Simon and Schuster, 1978), 22851. As Caute notes, President Eisenhower, Kftet, also appealed

to Congress forlegisiaton t o restore the passport restrictions,

without it exposes us to great danger . o Al so, he n
Columbia continued to deny pas omstayteyndbudicialt ul i ng At ha
intervention. o The Supreme Court, -Bobwever, did not
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making sure students had access to patriotic reading materials in their school libraries.

In early 1950, for example, 13 posts participated in the Orange County (CA) Legion

Comcil 6s Abook project, o which placed text s
United States and its ideals, 0 in area jun

organizing conmittee, the books were needid combat the Retkanings of many

ofoureducatorsé andéthe flood of Socialist ar
found iIits way into our school ' i braries. o
auxiliaries alsocommbnidetd Bdokatt dgl abtari

Tomakethepublc schools fAisoundly Americanodo as
also conducted campaigns to censor textbooks. In Peoria, lllinois, for example, the
local post succeeded in 1952 in forcing the school board to remove Frank Abbott
Ma g r u AnmeericansGovernmeritom the high schools, a textbook banned by many
school boards across the country in the 1950s in response to widespread attacks by
various conservative groups who | abeled it

to the Legionds @tetcaakd yby reattteidngdg el hiea ss

#¥Eve Ashton, fAYou Can Hel p Nafdng News oftheimerican egioni n Amer i
Auxiliary, January 1951, 7Coamttyldes bedikcdnpndcsJi@sadngsee
January 29, 1950, B2; the role of local auxiliaries in distributing@mtimunist books is in Report of

the American Legion Auxiliary, iProceedings of 3%National Convention of the American Legion,

New York, NY, August 2828, 1952, 83rd Congress;' Session, House Document, 289. The Legion

also initiated preventive measures among its sponso
example, the 1951 national convention recommended distributioe gliblicationl00 Things You

Should Know About Communismt o each and every youth who attends
1952 and f or e Rreceedings of 3lst Natighal Zaneentiondof the American Legion,

Los Angeles, CA, October-1%8, 1951 82nd Congress, 2nd Session, published as House Document

No. 313 42;New York TimesJune 10, 195418. Also, in 1958, the Mississippi Legion authorized

extension of its Boysd and Girlsé Statef programs to
utmost necessity that we must expand our youth training programs during these perilous times when
the perpetuation of our American way ofhe | i fe is thr

Mississippi VeteranAugust 1958, 5The fear of Red subvsion of the schools was widespread in the

1950s, especially among rigiving groups. For the problem in higher education, see Ellen W.

SchreckerNo Ivory Tower: McCarthyism and the Universit{dew York: Oxford University Press,

1986). For the countesubversive activities of various extreme Right organizations in the schools, see
Stuart J. Fosteff Red Al ert ! Educators Confront th-e Red Scare
1954(New York: Peter Lang Publishing, 2000).
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recommended its retention, the post ignored this report, and aggressively pushed its
campaign forward. As thidew Republic har act eri zed these effort
Legion is vigilant, intolerant and energeticapplying pressure against all who
challenge its views. o After na few weeks,
Aofficially retiredo the book from the cur
textbooks continued well into the late 1950s. In Septem@®d,for example, the
Mississippi Legion established a Textbook Study Committee to investigate the
content of some 44 titles used in the stat
of the American Revolution f odmgdhet hem to b
United Nations, labor unions and desegregdftfon.

Legionnaires also organized actions to remove teachers from the classroom
whom they perceived as deviating from Americanism. In June 1958, for example,
Hanover, (NJ) Legionnaires, along with lo¥#W units, publicly protested the
continued employment of a high school teacher who had asked her students to
critically examine the decision to drop the atomic bomb on Japan. Students had
explored the issue by writing essays on that fateful event basibeio reading of
J o h n H eHirsshineay\hike the student papers took positions both for and
against the bombing, the teacher permitted
the essays that opposed the dedoccalsi on. One

myself an American when I think this country of mine could do such damage to the

8 For an overview of the politicaind cultural repression that shaped the sa Stephen J. Whitfield,

The Culture of the Cold WéBaltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996), Chapter 1, esp. 11

17For the Peoria campaign, see LNewRapult, Rlgidh, AThe Le
1952,12.0OntheRiglwi ngbés crusade against Magruderds textboo
iRed A9400L.LO0For the Missi s sNewYoik TilneSpptembed& 1989c t i vi t i e s
50; and, the ediot dissisaigpi,VetérdpMag, n136@ 1.Co ws ?
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humbl e Japanese. 0 The veteransdé units char

of t he t-Arerncénedeas,andthat she had imposed her own views on the

ss udents. As the veterans publicly decl ared
|l oyal American. o0 The | ocal LeNewdaork Auxi | i ar
Timesst ated it, fAthat Miss Goodman was not fi

subsege nt |y cl eared the-Ameathbhani efm, dspndadbhkag

withdraw her resignation®0d she took a job
Legionnaires also supported school boar

teachers for invoking their Fifth Amendnterghts against sefhcrimination during

official probes into their political associations. In 1953, for example, two Philadelphia

Legion posts, and the VFW, demanded that city school board officials summarily

suspend or fire teachers who refused to ¢ggggimony to loyalty investigators.

Similarly, in early February, 1955, the Kings County (NY) Legion backed a proposed

city Board of Education rule to force teac

Communist affiliations to name their former party assosigted under t he t hr e.

Adi smissal after ®rial for insubordination

As in the interwar years, efforts by Legionnaires to deprive educators of

empl oyment for holding fisubversiveo ideas

8 The Hanover, NJ incident is covered Mew York Timeslune 12, 1958, 33; Ibid., June 19, 1958,

27; 1bid., August 27,19582 . The Legionb6és deter mi nat-Anericat 0 pur ge
teachers wasnderscored by national commander Lewis K. Gough in a September, 1952 address to the
California Savings and Loan League: AfWe shall conti
textbooks out of our schools and to eliminate such individuals who doanctte t r ue Amer i cani sm
Los Angeles TimeSeptember 11, 1952, 9.

8 As Schrecker notes, for example, the New York City Board of Higher Education made use of (city

charter) Section 903, which mandated dismissal of any employee for refusal to give testisramy,

instrument to fire lefving teachers invoking the Fifth Amendment in Congressional communism

investigations. The Supreme Court eventually struck down Section 903 in May 1956 as being wholly

inconsistent with Fifth Amendment setfcrimination guaratees. Ellen W. SchreckeXo Ivory

Tower,169,esp. 174 71. On t he Phil adel phNeaYotkkdigy¢son postsdé dem
November 21, 1953, 6. For the proposed NYC regulationiNseeYork Timed-ebruary 25, 1955, 9.
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example, starting in late 59, the Westchester County (NY) Legion maintained a
sevenyear campaign against Sarah Lawrence College, demanding that officials
answer its charges of Communist associations among certain faculty, and specifically
that it dismiss three professors. The loggiaires also issued calls for outside groups
to boycott speaking engagements by the col
HUAC investigate the institution. Additionally, the New York Legion succeeded in
having two Republican legislators introduce it¢ bilt o ext end the statebo
provisions, authorizing discharge of publ
organizations, to private institutions. Professors who defended civil liberties on
campus also faced harassment. In August 1952, tleergd County, (NY) Legion,
joined by Catholic War Veterans, hurled pu
Professor Harold Lenz, for simply voicing his opposition to a resolution placed before
the Board of Higher Education to prohibit the Communist Heasty using school
buildings®’
The effortsolL, egi onnaires to bar fAsubversiveso
campuses also resulted in numerous assaults on free speech. In early 1956, the lllinois
State Legion sought to block Nobel przgnning scientistinus Pauling from
lecturing at the University of lllinois, by bringing his previous appearance before a
Senate loyalty hearing to the attention of campus officials. The effort failed when the

uni versity, acting on theexeaegioedoBaukignegss

8" For examples of Legionnaires émtvar period protests leading to dismissals of liberal and left

professors, see Pencédqgr God and Country2692 70. On t he Legionds various a
Lawrence, see Shreckéip Ivory Tower213;New York TimedNovember 14, 1958, 11; boycottsee

New York TimesDecember 8, 1954, 9; HUAC probe, $¢mw York TimedMay 15, 1952, 29;

Feinburg Law extension bill, sééew York Timed-ebruary 4, 1956, 39. For the attacks on Lenz, see

New York TimesAugust 9, 1952, 10.
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released its report stating he was Al oyal
Asia expert Owen Lattimore to speak in early 1951, falsely identified as a Soviet
agent by McCarthy a year earlier, the Legion successfullyynexssshe Baltimore
City Council to ask the school board prevent his appearance. The board, however,
halted the Legionds campaign when it refus
1952, Legion Post 16 in Huntington, West Virginia temporarily succeedeaving
Marshall College cancel guest lectures by Professors Max Lerner and Paul Engle, on
the basis that HUAC had cited them fasésup
Marshall officials later rescinded their decision, their initial response (like the
Bal ti more City Council decision) revealed t
such cases. The New Jersey Legion also opposed the speaking engagement of Alger
Hiss at Princeton in April 1958.

Beyond the realm of education, the Legion also regukthcked the speech
and assembly rights of a range of liberal and left individuals and groups. In April
1952, the Los Angeles County Legion opposed giving a permit for a public meeting
in a high school that included the presence of two Communist spekikarschool
board hearing to decide the issue, local Legionnaires insisted that the permit should

be revoked, Afin the interest of Ameri cani s

8 New York TimesMarch 3,1956, 11. The Lattimore protest isNtew York TimedMarch 8, 1951, 16.

Latti more was one of several figures McCarthy init
agents in the State Department supposedly behind what he and his conservativelier med t he Al o
of China to communism under Presi denAConspiracnmands | ea
So Immense: The World of Joseph McCaftgw York: Oxford University Press, 2005), 1388,

and Chapter 10. The Marshall College case $éw York TimesNovember 19, 1952, 36. It is not

clear why Marshall reversed its decision. For opposition to Hiss speaking at Princetdays¥erk

Times April 13, 1956, 19. Among veteransd® organizati
InApril 1958, the VFWO6s District of Columbia Departm
sponsoring a speech on campus by Dr. W.E.B. Dubois, in honor of'hisirgtday, since it regarded

him as fa Co mmuhhe AflcAmencan@\@rit 18,1958 6.. 0

i
S
d
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have a picket | ine out there.bptheDespi te fre

Metropolitan League and the areabs America

board officials cancelled the event when the county attorney warned of its potential

disruptive effects at the school, including property damage. Similarly, in October

1951, local hotel officials reneged on the rental of their ballroom by the Westchester

(NY) Human Rights Committeebs when confron

whi ch denouncedCotnhneu ngirsotusp. 0a sT hiiep rLoe gi onnai r e

gopoO6s scheduled speaker, CaNaionmadazvme. | | i ams,

Westchester County officials and fAsever al

space to thgroupLiberal church groups were also targeted. In September 1951,

Evanston, llinois Legionnaires, and the Cook County Legion Council, demanded that

First Methodist Church officials refuse to allow the Methodist Federation for Social

Action to meet in their building, basing their protest on a HUAC report, which

cl ai med tahde egxreaoupedihh nfl uence 6on behalf of

Communist |line.d0 (The chu¥ch eventually r
As the countryds | eading defender of th

since the WWHera Red Scare, the ACLU sustainech® of t he Legi onds he

assaults on liberal organizations in the 1950s. Since the interwar period, both

8 New York TimesSeptember 5, 1951, 3Zos Angeles Timespril 1, 1952, 1.The Westchester

Legionnaires were supported by Rabbi Benjamin Schultz, representing the Joint Committee Against
Communi sm in New Yor k, wlrisbebngedtd AsrithEmesr¢perteca ns 6 or
Schultz stated his group Aincluded members of t
Vet erans, Amvet s, anNewYotkd@imagbcidbe]l1l6)195%8 B5bon thevrefysal o

of Westchester county offials and other unspecified organizations to provide a hall to the

Committee, sedlew York TimedNovember 8, 1951, 3New York TimesSeptember 5, 1951, 37.

Right-wing anttcommunists had attacked the Methodist Federation for Social Action,-a long

estallished social justice organization, as an alleged Communist front since the 1930s. In the 1950s,

the Houston, Texas Legion led a coalition of righitg Red Scare groups against the MFSA. See Don

E. CarletonRed Scare!: Righiving Hysteria, Fifties Fanatism and Their Legacy in Texg#ustin:

Texas Monthly Press, 1985), 2020.
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organizations clashed over the definition of Americanism, and the Legion regarded
the ACLUOGOs defense of Communatgfunstiorechd ot her
as their frongroupEven though in early 1953, the ACLU officially adopted an-anti
Communist stance to shield itself against McCarthyism, this action, along with its
retreat from defending the rights of Communists, did nothingto halt ey i on 6 s
onslaughts. Beginning in 1952, and in successive national conventions, the Legion
called upon feder al authorities to Ainvest
subversive activities of the ACLI7,[my abbr
Clark Foreman, Director of the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee, (formed six
years earlier by activists wanting a more aggressive defense of civil liberties than the
ACLU was providing), reported that, din re
Aowitmg pressure from the American Legiono h
group and the ACLU?

In November 1953, the Indiana Legion initiated a major attack on the ACLU
that drew national attention when it successfully blocked the Indiana Civil Liberties
chapter, (ICLU) from holding an organizing meeting in the Indiana War Memorial
auditorium (IWM) in downtown Indianapolis. Despite being a public institution, the

| WM6s board denied the | CLU use of the fac

®On the Legionés confl i ct-eraRed $care andimerwarGeats, sdeur i ng t he
Pencakfor God and Country8-9, 1516, 155, 157. For discussion of how the naaidn ACL U6 s ant i
Communist policies compromised its civil libertarian commitments in the 1950s, including its refusals

to defend actual and alleged Communists, such as the Rosenbergs and Owen Lattimore, see Judy

Kutulas,The American Civil Liberties Union drthe Making of Modern Liberalism, 193@60

(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2006),-199 5 , 198, 145, 181, 182. F
calls for federal investigations of the ACLU, see (quoted) Resolution No. 2Btodeedings of the

34" National Convention of the American Legion, New York, Adgust 2528, 1952, published as

House Document, No. 783% Congress, . Session, 29; and alsdew York TimesSeptember 4,

1953, 7; andNew York Times Sept ember 3, 195edr, tlo0 .t hSee ee driotroerma nfdGo
Cur bNew lyark TimedMay 12, 1957, SM4. As Judy Kutulas notes, civil libertarians, including

prominent ACLU members, who felt the national ACLU was failing to fully uphold its mission formed

the ECLC in 1951. See KutulaBhe American Civil Liberties Unigri85-186.
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politicalor controversi al nature, 0 after it rece
andthefar i ght Mi nut e Women, claiming the ACLU
with a Along history of unbroken and undev
Communi st c aungdebkateoverThe eivil Ebartsesiissues raised by the
ban reached a national television audience on November 24, 1953, when Edward R.
Murrow featured the affair on his CBS prograse3t Now which had recently
begun the process of using television toul® public attention on the abuses of
McCarthyism?*

As both sides publicly contested use of the war memorial, they mobilized their
conflicting understandings of Americanism, patriotism and the Cold War. Indiana
Legionnaires used their participatoninMuw 6 s program t o bol ster
that the ACLU was a subversive organizatio
defense of leftving union leader Harry Bridges against government deportation for
his political views, as stuggeagainsayal of 't he
communi sm. As one Legionnaire, noted, f@AAnN
comfort to anyone such as Bridges does not

contrasted the patriotic meanings they asc

IFor the general facts of the case and the Communist front charge, see ACLU press releases,

November 17, 1953, November 19, 1953 and December 14, 1953, in American Civil Liberties Union
Records, Series 3., Selof Files, Subseries., Assembly and Public Protest, box 751, folder 6: Misc.

War Memorial Auditorium Indianapolis Ban on ACLU Mtg., 195954, Seeley G. Mudd Manuscript

Library, Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, (hereinafter ACLU Records, Ser. 3, Shldgs; Folder

6, ML). The protest letters are quotedlifew York TimedNovember 18, 1953, 26. For the Minute

Wo me n Gright iflemtity and activities generally, see CarlefRad Scarg 111-134. The text of the

I WM b oar do sHoasierlLégimgairej December, 1953%. For the Murrow program, see
Transcript of AShow #10, SeeTNosbroAdcastuNowemtier 24,4953, ndi an a
ACLU Records, Ser. 3, Subject Files, BMU 751, f ol
controvesy came a month after l8ee It Nowprogram first exposed the abusive effects of

Mc Cart hyi sm i n tshkearitymiodramt by bringing to liglat therdage pf Lt. Milo

Radul ovich. The broadcast s e x passeagairstRaduloviche mi |l it ar
generated enough public outrage to cause the Air Force to drop its charges and reinstate him. See
SchreckerMany Are the Crime292; and, David M. Oshinsk® Conspiracy So Immensg97-398.

[eRue]
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suppoed unrAmerican defense of the civil liberties of Communists. As Indiana
Legion commander Roy Amos told viewers, AT
that the Indiana War Memorial is a fitting place for a meeting of the ACLU [my
abbrev.] The Memorial is Halwed ground. It is a shrine sacred to the memory of
thousands of Hoosier patriots, many of whom died in Korea fighting Communism. As
such, it must never be used as a sounding board for the advocacy of any policy of
pampering Communists to the virtualaxad i on of *al | ot hers. o

The national ACLU sought to defend its claim to use the war memorial by
directly rebutting the Legiondés Communi st
claiming the mantle of anticommuni sm. AThe
ACLU has faithfully practiced its resolution barring Communists and other
totalitarians from its staff and governing
Americanism discourse to criticize the | WM
group represged its desire to meet in the memorial as consistent with American
democratic ideals, while it depicted the L
nationds Cold War enemies found compatible
American as the FourtH duly. It is the heart of our democracy. The freedom to
discuss all issues, controversial or not, is one of the main things that makes us
different from® and better thah totalitarian Communism. It is unfortunate that the
local branch of the American Legistho es not % ealize this. o

Prior to the Murrow broadcast, theew York Timedefended the ACLU by

reminding the | WM board, Legionnaires and

“Transcript of Showi #1l0SedlfiNdwraaddast, fNovember 24, 1953
10, ACLU Records, Ser 3. Subject Files, box 751, folder 6, ML.
% ACLU press release, November 17, 1953, Ibid., box 751, folder 6, ML.
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know that a proposed ACLU meeting on civil
Americami sm, the antithesis of communism. o Fur
to enter the memorial with the sacrifices
know that the American boys who have died in the three great wars of this generation
died for liberty and for freedom. To bar the War Memorial to defenders of freedom is
not far short of sacrilege toward the dead
such arguments. In May 1954, it blocked the ICLU from convening in the memorial
with its guest speak&tudebaker Corporation chairman Paul Hoffman, who was to
speak on the topic of AFree Enterprise and
decision, even though it took no action the previous June to halt the appearance of a
speaker in thibe tmdrkherdi aln, diewense of the RoOs
the IWM board once again refused to permit the ICLU to hold its Bill of Rights Day
celebration in the facility, citing a HUAC report stipulating that its parent body was
Aa defender ods Liotmenuynea asrtss . ®f Dongoi ng effort
the ICLU finally gained access to the memorial following a favorable ruling from the
Indiana Supreme Court in 1973.

The Legion also played a major role in curtailing civil liberties in the
Hollywood film industry. Its influence was initially felt after HUAC completed its
first postwar investigations of communism in the industry in late 1947. Concerned

that the negative publicity and growing a@bmmunist agitation surrounding the

“See the editorial, NelNakiidegNovemben19,1858,i3G @ratheo | i s o i n
boar dodés 19 Néw Yok Timedays2], 1%L s nd, the editorial, fALI bert
Il ndi anBegwvdork Tsmgday 21, 1954, 26. Also, in August 1954, the IWM board approved

new rul es bannisnugb vgerrosuipvse fidri sat steM dankmimesAwgast 6 f r ont s 6.
17, 1954, 17. For discussion of the I ndiana Supr eme
it by ACLU activists involved i nfolireeHalegal struggl e
(Indianapolis: The Indiana Civil Liberties Union, October, 1973), in ACLU Records, Ser. Affiliates,

box 470, folder 4: Indiana, 1971977.

52



hearings could harrnox office revenues, the major studios immediately issued their
pledge, or Athe Waldorf Statement, o to bl a
the Legion and the Hearst newspapers led these initial calls for action against
communism in the industry. brging industry executives to adopt the blacklist,
Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA) president Eric Johnston warned
them of the Legionds threat to organize bo
Communists”

The Legion assumed a more diregle in advancing the anRBommunist
campaign in Hollywood at the end of 1951, as HUAC concluded the first year of its
new round of investigations of communism in the film industry. In February 1952,
HUAC released its finding that Hollywood, despiteWsldorf Statement, had failed
to rid itself fully of Communist influence. In December 1951, acting on its recent
national convention mandate to use Ameerican Legion Magaziteo @A conde mn,
expose and combat o entertai ntegrogps,thet h conne
Legion published an article by the leading @&dmmunist J.B. Matthews, which
suppl emented HUACOGs charges. The article c
riddled with screenwriters, actors and other employees having affiliations to

Communi st fronts. I't |listed these empl oyees:/

“The Fund for the Republicés 1956 study of Holl ywoo
consi der ablUlegirmod ehadi Trheet merely beeminddanynkedo6 wi t h

respects it had become their prime mover-.0 Robert M
subversiveso: Names as a Politi caAmedcandonfmunistanci al Re
History 5 (2006): footnote 44, 20. Fear of economic losses resulting from the HUAC hearings was

considerable. As Ellen Shrecker has noted, fAthe stu

of fend their pot en,tMargy Ke tlelCanes3ave Horstextdf tHe Whldod ¢ k e r

Statement, see Schreck€he Age of McCarthyisn215216. The blacklist initially targeted the-so

called Hollywood Ten, consisting of current and past CP members, Richard M.Nigatmare in

Red 77-78. For nention of the Legion and Hearst papers as the leading forces behind the anti

Communi st drive in Hollywood, and Johnstonés incl us
blacklist policy, see Larry Ceplair and Steven Englurtte Inquisition in Hdywood: Politics in the

Film Community, 193@960(Garden City, NY: Anchor Press, 1980), 3239.
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activities, and the studios and current films that employed them. Following the
articlebs release, the film industry found
who setup picket lines at movie theaters showing the listed films. Initially, the

MPAAG6s Eric Johnston rebuffed HUACOs Febru
Communi sts were attempting to -influence fi
Americanisminourpicues, 0 Johnston decl ared, nAthe Co
fairéthing and stop this accusation. o The
crumpled as it considered the potential threat to box office sales posed by the
Legionds publ i c intiaio eapard boydotsandapiticeting dctevityp ot e

by its nearly 3 million members, especially in light of already sagging revenues and

increased competition from television. As the w R e pRhibKerbycréparted,
Johnstonds r espons ponsible flnHikdAsCy leaders daanbte d, Ar e s
consider Communism a present threat in Hollywood. But they are afraid, mortally so,

of the harm that can come to the industry by the manipulation of the fear of
communism. 0 In an eff or tmapretudos ledbsgkrc t he Le
Johnston, reversed course and convened a late March 1952 meeting with national
commander Donald Wi lson to devise a means

continued Communist influenc@.

%On HUACOs reopening of its ManyAreths Grangs8320;orvesti gati on
HUACGO6s February 1952 report ,NeRRepublidikne i6b1p52, 14 The Legi o
See Resolution No. 2, Proceedings of the 33rd National Convention of the American Legion, Miami,

FL, October 1518, 82nd Congress"®Session, published &use Document No. 3180. For

Matthewsds antitdnleevs, sé@®i d. BheMMoAmereanLdgiera |l | y Cl ean I
Magazinge December, 1951, 123, 495 6 . For Matthewsds -wihgamidi ng as a | e

communist, see, Ceplair and Englumtie Inquisition in Hollywood38 9 ; and, Lichtman, daJ. |
Matthews and t heu B\Coruarenean<ommunist Histofy (2006): 23 . Johnstonods
response to HUACGO6és February report and Kerbydés comn
Bl acklist,o 14. For comment o nthaeharly1960s,Jlamdits ndustryoés

resulting fear of Legion pressure tactics, see Ellen SchretkerAge of McCarthyisnt9. For
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Under the terms of the plan worked euith Wilson on March 31, 1952, the
Legion supplied the film executives with the names of 300 film industry personnel (to
be used by the studios to screen employees for their loyalty) composingaiesb
graylist, meaning liberals and fellow travelénat it had identified as having, at some
time, membership or association in a Communist fgpotpT he st udi os 6
administration of the Legionb6s graylist pa
rehabilitation, of blacklisted individuals (persomko had defied HUAC by invoking
the Fifth Amendment or not appearing to testify). To justify retaining their jobs, the
studios required graylisted personnel to submit letters of contrition for their alleged
front group affiliations, with sufficient explatians to persuade their employers that
they were loyal Americans. Such employees subsequently endured additional
degrading stages of reviewbysoa | | ed ficl earing agents. o0 The
the conservative Motion Picture Alliance for the Preagon of American Ideals and
the Legionb6s publications director James F
determine whether an individual 6s rehabil.
Legionds interventi on hgistqu petlsonnedtoholdd er cut t
job, irrespective of their individual beliefs and opinions, was not lost on its critics. As

theNew Republilo bser ved, f@ANo sooner had the | ists

additional mention of the studio executivesd fears
Ceplair and Englundfhe Inquigtion in Hollywood 392; Victor S. NavaskyiNaming NamegNew

Yor k, NY: Hi Il and Wang, 2003), -1B GeplairanddEngluikdi r by, A Th
in The Inquisition in Hollywood38 9, poi nt out that Matshewsdsdarticle
March 1952 meeting with the LegioR.or r eportage of the Legionds focus
HUACG6s 1951 i nNew¥arkiTignashpril @,1952, 85¢lkeid., April 6, 1952, X5; Ibid.,

May, 24, 1952, A1, lbid., May 27, 1952, 13; Ibiéypril, 29, 1953, 35; and,os Angeles Time#ay,

24, 1952, Al. I'n August 1952, the California Amvets
pledge that they will not employ any persons who refuse to respond to the HUAC [my abbrev.] or any

other duy constituted government agency investigating charges of alleged subversive activities

invol ving Hol | yMNew&ak Tpnegkugusts,4952,16. e s . 0
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the sprawling movie lots than the studios began asvjgle e ad o6l oyal t yd scr
proc®ss. o

The power of the Legion to compel the Hollywood film industry to cooperate
with its antisubversion efforts was further demonstrated by the success of its
aggressive boycott campaign against the distribution of Clearl Chap !l i nés f i I m
Limelight Fol |l owing the Attorney General 6s st al
declaring that he would block any reentry of Chaplin (a British citizen) to the U.S.
pending an Immigration Service investigation of both his moral characteali@ged
ties to the Communist Party, the Legion demanded a boycott of his films until he
cleared himself of the governmentds charge
(NEC) October 1952 resolution authorizing the boycott urged all film distributors to
Awi t hlhmeligkko and emphasi zed the Legionnaires
Avi ews of personal mor al i-Anyericanisam.rodthevhat t he
latter point, the resolution specifically targeted his failure to become a U. S. citizen
andh s, Acontemptuous attitude toward Americ
picketing theaters showirlgmelighti n Los Angel es attacked Cha
by drawing attention to his alleged support of Communist front organizations, his
problems with tle Attorney General, and his failure to join other Hollywood actors in

Korea to entertain the troops. Increasingly pressured by Legion picketing and threats

" For the distinctions between the blacklist and graylist, and the similar clearance procederes un
them, see Ceplair and Englurithe Inquisition in Hollywood387388; 392393, 394. The workings of
the clearance system developed between the studios and the Legion are discussed in Ceplair and

Englund,The Inquisition in Hollywood392, 393394; andRo b e r t Pitkin, AThe Movi es
Amer i ¢ anAlUMeMpy 053,30 41-43; and, Navaskyjlaming Names89-90. On the clearing

agent roles of the Motion Picture Alliance and Jame
The Inquisition in Hollwood 386; and, Cautdhe Great Fegr 5 0 4 . Ker by, AThe Legi o

New RepublicJune 16, 1952, 14.

56



of such actions, the big theater chains around the country began to halt their
distribution of theifm .

Appalled by the negative implications o
civil liberties, some individuals attempted to undercut the boycott by invoking liberal
Americanism and Cold War rhetoric. In early Febru@gmmonweatited a

disregard fo due process when it derided movie houses for aiding the boycott by

cancelingLimelighti n advance of Chaplinbds reentry he
seem, haveésubscribed to an assumption inc
patriotism forwhich he Legi on has become a | eading sp
whom suspicion of disloyalty has fallen is
number of | etters to the editor focused on

authoritarian. On&Vashington Pstreader, for example, depicted protesting
Legionnai-appoiast éid elMavgrorkTames esdd &r Aas ked f Whe
right does this group have to limit through coercion the freedom of their fellow
citizens?0 fAThe Amer i ciaformel theyVashimgiomPodtir s. Ro b
Ais taking the same stand as the Nazi stor

Legion, in the guise of American patriotism, get away with it, we can expect to see

troops of Legionnaires march into our libraries, schaats colleges, confiscate the

®For discussion of Chaplinéds morals charges, the At
of the Legionds c a mpsaseegStephanglaWhitfislihe Cliltuee pflthe @odds f i | m

War (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press),-188 9. The NEC6s resol ution i
quoted inLos Angeles Times Oct ober 13, 1952, 16. For a good over
campaign, s Wi I Il i am Murray, i 6Li melThedNatiopMarch@h, 4953 i n and Hi
247-248. For the issues Los Angeles Legionnaires targeted in their protedtes seegeles Times

February 19, 1953, 19. As s ollyjwwodadtorsteritegtained trpapo t e st s s
in World War |. Hollywood actors entertained troops in World War Il. Hollywood actors are in Korea.

Where has Chaplin been al |-Jandary cancellations Bydox Wedh i d . For r
Coast TheatersinLos’Ag el es and the Loewds t hehboskgngele€hapter i n
Times January 16, 1952; and,New York Timeslanuary 16, 1953, 18.

57



books they object to, and burn them in the
WashingtonPost i n | ate January 1953, held that t|
political test to Chaplinos ftheaugliest st i c achi
aspects of communism. Behind the Iron Curtain, artists are judged exclusively on the
basis of their political orthodoxy; and no one may write or act or paint or play music
unless he satisfies some official censor. But happily this has notdtdeast until
|l ately, the Ameri can WNeyorloTimkd crocli md e éa,t e IJfa
this whole business of prejudgment, pressures and, what is worse, knuckling under to
t hese pr essur e sAnrcanism, e wosgldtikedokknowtfat u n
doe’$s. o

As these critics implied, the -Legionods
American destruction of civil liberties, but in mimicking tactics used by the Nazis and

its Iron Curtain enemies, the Legion was weakening American ideals defended in

both the | ast war, and in the present Col d
Chaplinés, that were un-désriteColdWarg Ameri cabds
opponents.

In defending their picketing of two Washington, D.C. theaters showing
Limelightin late February 1953, local Legionnaires, aggressively denounced their
critics6 charges. They argued that it was

front activities, funded by his film profits, that threatened freedom. By picketing his

“AThe Pr ocess ConimoiweaFsbouaryd, 1983n4410 see letter to the editor, Herbert

A. Tiedemam , A Adv i c eWashmgtdd Pastk&eTiimes,HéralBebruary 25, 1953, 12; letter to

the editor, JosephNem.YorlDlinmesepruaryBrl1953,KE teter ta theditor,0

Mr s . Robert Ross, 0 06Washnrgtbn Pgsk Tirbes dematt Febrhagy 911858 i on, o

8 see the editorial , Washingmn Ros & Tinoes Hesaldashuay B, me |l i ght 6. 0O
1953, 8; see the ediNewYorkdimgsarua#y26,495% 180 n Freedom, 0
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films, they clamed they were defending American liberty against Communist

subversion by disrupting the flow of cash to the front groups. As the D.C.
Department s fAopen |l ettero to Chaplin decl
11 organizations which have been o#iity cited as fronts for and sympathizers with

as malevolent a creed as ever threatened freedom and decency in the whole history of
mankind. 0 The Legionnaires also maintained
picketing and def e mhekprasgjon, Qéarantitswerdatso f r eed om
complicit in aiding Americads Cold War adyv
chairman told th&Vashington Post iWe f eel that an infor med
support his Commigront prestige and bank roll any lorrg& our condonement [sic]

of the accrual of wealth to Chaplin in the United States is tantamount to advocacy of
trading with the enemy. o6 Further, the unit
to have his film work judged on political grounds, as\t¥ashington Post

maintained, betrayed the troops at the front, and therefore subverted the war effort.

ATo appr oaclhmel@htiiomlan antistia \nedpoint is to denounce
Americads responsibility to heitscrgiosns i n ar
the Legionb6bs national campaign against Cha
Widespread capitulations to the Legion by film distributors and theaters, as Stephen

Whitfield has noted, ensured that'adLimelig

10 The District of Columbia Departmet 6 s fopen | et t er Washington®hsa& | i n i s qu
Times HeraldFebruary 20, 1953, 3; see letter to the editor, Elwood Jarnagin, Chairman Americanism

Commi ssion, Department of the Di sWashinggpnPost Col umbi a,
TimesHerald February 19, 1953, 16. The idea that suppor

contravened, and therefore undercut, the troops6 mi
statement issued by the DC Legion and the other local vetédfangr oups (speci fically, t
Amvets, Catholic War Veterans, Jewish War Veterans, Disabled Veterans of America, and the

Legionbés Auxiliary) who met t olidelightcAstheydecldwredi r opposi
Alt i s unt himericaam publie should énsure thik contidued financial success by box office
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The Legionds efforts to pressure Holl ywc
sanctions against alleged subversives persisted into the late 1950s. In June 1959, the
California State Legion convention went on the attadk wiresolution that declared,
it h e icAnmeblic is witnessing the-efiltration of the motiorpicture industry
by communist and their fellow travelers. o
decision of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, earlier in the year, to
end its ban on awding Oscars to Communists. By early July, the California unit
began work on a list of subversives to back up its charges. In September, the national
convention passed two resolutions pertaining to flmmakers; one lauded those major
studios that continuet enforce the Waldorf Statement, while the other attacked
independent producers Awho have [empl oyed]
sympathizers.o |t was this latte group th

Following the convention, the national orgatizn wasted no time in
targeting the independent producers. As national commander Martin B. McKneally
decl ared in early February 1960, the Legio

combat 6a renewed i nvasi cimdoctifatel A nerrtii csa ns . foiol

support of his films. American young men on the battlefields of Korea are certainly entitled to the
assurance that Americans back home no longer tolerate the Chaplins and theiy kinBashéngton

Post & Times HeraldFebruary 1, 1953, M18. The DC Legion also used the occasion to announce its
intention to picket local theaters that showed the film. Ibid. For the national impact of the boycott, see

Whitfield, The Culture of the CdlWar, 189; and, William Murraybds March
not ed, ABy now o6Limelightdé in the nor mal course of
2, 500 theaters throughout the country. On February 15 it had been shown in only about 150. The

power of an ignorant and irresponsible censorship h

Chapl i n andThdNationMarah 210248s , 0

YOon the Ldqifdardag aftri edlew York Bmegune 30,4959, €& Ibid., July 1,

1959, 27 lbid. July 3, 1959, 8; Ibid., July 7, 1959, 36; Ibid., July 12, 1959, X5; Ibid., July 17,1959

100. The Academyds Oscar policy ,l1959,28 Bhenattosaed i n, New
conventionds targeti ng of einthatgeoppetmsdggesttthatithe major pr oducer
studios cut a deal, in which they pledged to fully uphold the Waldorf agreement if the Legion confined

its focus on the independeniew York TimesSeptember 3, 1959, 30; amtdew York Times

September 6, 1959X7; for the national convention resolutions, #éeévl, October 1959, 37.
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The Legion directed its campaign primarily against independent filmmakers Sidney

Kramer, Kirk Douglas and Otto Preminger, who openly employed blacklisted
screenwriters. For his part, Kramer refuse
demand, irearly February 1960, that he fire screenwriter Nedrick Young, who, in

1953, had declined to answer a HUAC inquiry as to whether he was a Communist. In

defying the Legion, Kramer drew heavily upon the liberal-@ammunist discourse,

drawing attention téthe undemocratic and asdivil libertarian nature of the

organi zationds practices. ARnThe American Le

procedure in which, literally, the ends justify the means. This is totalimearican

as anything | cienmespormdeddy casting s méthods as apen and
democratic, while implying that Kramer s a
with Communist tactics. As McKneally decl a

cooperate with Mr. Kramer or anyone else in aspiracy of silence, nor accept it as

good Americanism to deceive the public and conceal facts from the people. We

cannot see on what basis Mr. Kramer finds
American people what appears in Congressional documents ciorgcBiedrick

Young. 0 During a t el eviFsbeudry, MaKbeally @sowi t h Kr a
insisted that Athe movie industry should n
sought refuge behind the Fifth Amendment when questioned about subversive

associabns, wunless he recants. o0 Kramer respond
defense of Fifth Amendment rights for all persons, regardless of their individual
political beliefs. He also countered McKne

background by sayindnat his decision to employ him was a thoroughly American
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act, both democratic and according to the
form. | think the artist must have a freedom of expression. Beyond that, as an
individual entrepreneur, | must hathe right to hire and fire according to the dictates
of my coffscience. o

While Kramer continued to defy the Legion, the group, along with the Hearst
papers, conducted a successful campaign to pressure Frank Sinatra to fire the
blacklisted Hollywood Temscreenwriter Albert Maltz, whom he had hired for his
independent film productiof,he Execution of Private Slovikitially, Sinatra
resisted the Legiond6s demands. Daly a | ate M
Variety he def ended MafRights|wastbughd tat noone mayB i
prescribe what shall be orthodox in politi
week later, he reversed course and fired Maltz from the film project. In explaining his
decision, Sinatra made it appeartcebe d e mocr ati ¢ response on hi
thought that the major consideration was whether or not the resulting script would be
in the best interests of the United States
feels the morality of hiring Albert Maltzsithe more crucial matter and | will accept
this majority opinion.o Well into 1960, Ca
campaign against employing blacklisted writers. In December 1960, Legionnaires
from ten Los Angeles posts picketed the Hollywoodwpree r of Ot t o Pr emi ng
Exodus denouncing the author of the script, Hollywood Ten member Dalton

Trumbol®

192New YorkTimes February 8, 1960, New YorkTimes February 10 1960, 4Xew York Times

February 15, 1960, 22.

¥0n Kramero6s ongoi ng rMNewVYokiTingdday 3, 1960, 43hkorthee gi on, see
campaign against Sinatra, which i n8ubverdwd a cal l by
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Legionnaires launched similar actions of intimidation against theatrical stage
and other performers aimed at denying them the opportunity to esnmga |
Syracuse, NYO6s Astor Theater closed its pl
November 1953, when its lead actor quit after producers received a letter from the
Onondaga County Legion identifying him as subversive. Pennsylvania State
University officials cancelled an appearance by dancer Paul Draper in July 1955, after
fa meeting with state Legion officials who
Mr . Draper with Communists fronts.o In | at
cancelled LarryA | er 6s har monica act based upon fdApu
tel egram from t heSulblvleirnsaivse LCeogmno nséssi oAln tsit a't
never made satisfactory answer to Red char
by pointingoutthat n 1951 6cheawas, for troop entert ai
to no avail. Draper again faced trouble from the Legion when scheduled to perform
for the Long Island, (NY) Freeport Community Concert Association in May 1959. He
promptly withdrew fromte event foll owing the Board of
letters from the local Legion post, and 25 unnamed individuals protesting his alleged

Ap«Communi st sympat hies. 0 Outraged by the

Commission for yet another investigation of communism in HollywoodNsse York TimedMarch

27, 1960, 83; antllew York TimesApril 9, 1960, 1; andALM May 1960, 29, 31TheNew York Times

observed that Sinatrads firing of Maltz, fiwas the f
believe the movie industry is reneging on a promise made in 1948 to refuse employment to those

consideed politically radical and who maintain that Communists and their supportersiafitnaing

t he i nNew¥arkrTymeso Apri | 9, 1960, 1. ExddusdedNewYorkgi onds pi
Times December 22, 1960, 16. Although he denied it, olesserns at t he ti me maintai ned
decision to fire Matz was, to some extent, in response to the negative effects retaining him might have

on his plans to provide support to Senator John Ken
nominated, seBlewYork TimesApril 9, 1960, 1; and, Navaskiaming Names327. Navasky also

mentions that the Catholic War Veterans participate
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publicly denounced the accusgérst acti ¢cs as fAnot only undemo
dangefous. o

To be sure, there were Legionnaires who rejected the assault on civil liberties
undertaken by so many of their counterparts in this period. For example, Gordon
Campbell, post commander in Monterey, (Genounced the California Bar
Associationébés March 1955 proposal to disba
Amendment as advancing figovernment by conf
procedure, 0 which fAassumes g1953|the rat her th
Oregon Legion together with the other affiliates of the Oregon Veterans Legislative

Commi ttee announced that they would not su

for the statebds educational system, requir
subversive. l nstead, the group e&ndorsed #t
similar to those taken by national and st a
Legionds state commander, the committeeds
themselve s houl d 6éhave the opportunity, if it

without being harassed by NewYoskilTithes or gani z a
reported, the Westchester County (NY) Legion censured the Scarsdale post in June
1956, afused i t h@merican Activiigs Cdainmittee of making

distorted and unwarranted charges of Communist taint against the Scarsdale District 1

1% The departure of the female lead actor, resulting from anonymous letters accusing heg of Beinn
American, 0 al so c oNew YorkGimesdodemten20,t1956&, 18eWw BoskTimes.

July 22, 195510. Adler also noted that he had forthrightly denied being a Communist or party

sympathizer during a trial over a Federal libel suiahd Paul Draper filed in 1950; but the suit was

di smi ssed due to the | dNewyorlsTimegatdbér P9, 1953, 4Bjew r each a ve
York TimesMay 27, 1959, 23. After the 1950 libel trial, ongoing pressures from the Hearst press, the

Cathd i ¢ War Veterans and the Legion resulted in AdIl el
harmonica manufacturer and 12 performances for the Hilton Hotel Chain. He subsequently exiled

himself to England for 23 years. Cauiée Great Fear532.
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School Board.o In July 1958, the Minnesota
Subcommittee also expressed itpagition to the tactics of McCarthyism used by

such units el sewhere. As its annual report
part of unsupported attacks on individuals or organizations. We feel that such

practices are unfair, undemocratic,andcntry t o Amer i cads fundame]
i nnocent wuntil guilt has been proved wunder
AThe American Legi on, nationall vy, and i n t
of its prestige and esteem by its zeal inla@&ag things to be wAmerican. All too

often we have adopted the techniques of the dictators when the machinery of
democracy would have better served the cau
Legion, however, proved to be the exception. In the 1968sAmerican Veterans

Commi ttee stood out as the only national v

challenged the Legion on civil libertié%

195 New Yok Times March 20, 195563. The Oregon Veterans Legislative Committee consisted of the

Legion, VFW, Disabled American Veterans, the Military Order of the Purple Heart and the Spanish

American War Veterans, sé&de Washington Post & Times Heralthnuary21, 1953, 13New York

Times June 14, 1956, 24. For f ul [AVE Buketin Janflaryt he Mi nne s«
1958, 2; theChicago DefendefDaily Edition), July 22, 1958, 4, also ran excerpts from the Minnesota

report.
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Chapter3ainWe do not need vighel ante t
spirit of true Americanisn@ T h erica Meterans Committee
and the Fight for Civil Liberties.

In the summer of 1951, with the war raging in Korea, President Truman
proposed revisions to the Defense Production Act of 1950 that would grant his
administration direct and faeaching authoty to control wages, prices and
production, Ain short, éa wartime command
widespread opposition from Congressional conservatives and numerous economic
interest groups, including the National Association of Manufacturers, resista
increased federal authority over private enterprise. In a radio address to the nation,
Truman attempted to rally public support for his bill. The President asked all
Americans to put the good of the nation and the soldiers fighting in Korea before
personal economic interests, declaring that his proposals would prevent a disastrous
inflation harmful to the war efforf®

In mid-July 1951, the American Veterans Committee, representing the
interests of liberal veterans, urged Congress to provide itsifplirtisan support for
the administrationdés proposals. The AVCOs
call for patriotic sacrifice, and charged that ongoing Congressional opposition to the
measures undermined the war effort, betrayed the troops in Kodeaided the
Communists. Th&VC Bulletincharacterized Congressional opposition to the bill as
Afa headlong appeasement of special pressur

preparedness and consumers. 0 The AVCO6s Nat

1% Alonzo HambyMan o the People: A Life of Harry S. Trum@New York: Oxford University
Press, 1995), 57980.
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(NAC) sent a petition to VicePresident Alben Barkley and Speaker Sam Rayburn

that accused Congress of undermining the stability of the home front for which the

sol diers sacrificed in battle. AW I e Cong

and by housewivese mean especially the wives and mothers of Americans now

fighting in Korea. When the servicemen return, they will find higher rents, food costs

multiplied andtheyand their families caught in a flood of inflation unleashed by a

Congressthatcouldlistennl y t o t he voices of selfish ir

chairman Michael Straight also charged that Congressional opposition to the bill

aided the Communists. ATruce talks in Kore

aggression. If inflation envelops Amesi, Stalin will have won a victory far more

decisive than any military decision in Korea. Th8&ongress will be the most

effective fifth column Stalineverhddu n| ess t hey co'the to their
As this example reveals, the meanings of Cold War drseg like any

political language, were never static or fixed, but instead fluid, and therefore always

open for reinterpretation. Like their conservative counterparts, liberals readily

adapted atCommunist rhetoric to advance their own particular palitabjectives.

For liberals, no less than conservatives,-@mmmunism had multiple purposes

beyond expressing genuine aBommunist sentiment, particularly as a political

weapon to discredit opponert8l n t he AVCods | i beral Cold War

expanson of state authority to restrain and regulate free enterprise became true

Americanism. By foregrounding images of sacrificing soldiers, families in economic

197 AVC Bulletin July 1951, 4.

MEor discussion of the Penns@mmunistirhatoriDieitaighttoat i ¢ Par t
retain its constituents withithe postwar New Deal coalition, see Philip Jenkins, Cold War at Home,

The Red Scare in Pennsylvania, 194%0(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1999)

Chapter 3, esp. 688
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disarray, and grieving war widows, the AVC attempted to portray conservative anti
regulatory poliees as unpatriotic and tlmerican. These representations
simultaneously depicted the New Deal/Fair Deal state as the legitimate protector of
domestic stability and the national welfare.

The AVC extended this rhetorical strategy to its advocacy of dpalties.
Inasmuch as the efforts of conservatives to define and control subversion aimed to
discredit liberal reform, the AVC attempted to counter their initiatives by depicting
them as strengthening the Communists at the expense of democracy and national
security. Therefore, when the AVC charged conservatives with resortingto anti
subversive methods akin to those of Communist police states, it was not simply
voicing its concern over restrictions on civil liberties; rather, as this chapter argues, it

wasprimarily attempting to advance New Deal liberalism. In the 1950s, the AVC

defined its Americanism program as Aopposi

Amer i c an 'fPandie challengingdhe conservative reaction to the New

Deal, it came to the daise of a broad range of ordinary and prominent Americans,
including educators, flmmakers, and also liberal organizations, such as the ACLU.
But, as this chapter reveals, the AVCO6s
Americanism for liberalrefordi d not succeed. The AVCOs
least, can be attributed to its lack of resources. Despite its early success in recruiting

members, the AVC became a casualty of early Cold War politics, and subsequently, it

1991n May 1952, the AVC initiated an internal reorganization to eslfinancial deficits caused by

major membership losses in the late 1940s for reasons discussed below. At that peimpitasized

its commitment to continue its Americanism program focused on the two pillars of civil liberties and
black civil rights.See Memorandum, L.C. Pakiser, AVC National Executive Director to All Chapter
Chairmen, May 15, 1952, MS2144, American Veterans Committee Records, Series 7, Correspondence,
19462002, Subseries 2, Cooke, RaW@orrespondence, 1951002, box 155, Folder 5:198.959,

Special Collections Research Center, Gelman Library, George Washington University, Washington,

DC (hereinafter: MS2144, AVC Records, Ser. 7, Correspondence, Subser. 2, GL).
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never developed the largeembership and lobbying clout of the American Legion.
Most significantly, however, the overwhelmingly conservative political culture of the
1950s ensured the political hegemony of the Legion and its allies.

Indeed, the example of the Defense ProductionoA¢B51 is emblematic of

the AVCOs political i1ineffectiveness in the
the economic controls | iberals demanded as
the final bill the Presilaeloy195E Thiman frel uc

outcome exposes the limits of Cold War discourse as a language of reform in these
years. Nevertheless, the AVCO6s presence se
notion of a single, unitary conservative Americanism in this pefibd

Il n part, tCommuAidl Geosic reflected its embrace of thepost
WWII new liberalism that rejected the Popular Front libéeétl alliance with the
Communists*? Founded in July 1944 by younger, liberainded WWII veterans,
the AVCsawitsef fas an alternative to tHe more c
In keeping with the new liberalism, the AVC opposed the Communists and Fascists
equally as undembB*Thet AV GBommumiatistancear i ans . 0

became increasingly apparent after @ommunist Party (CP) targeted the AVC for

10\Washington Post & Times Heraldugust 1, 1951, 1.

M For an argument that variety of Americanisms competed against a dominant conservative,

corporate Americanism in the | ate 1940s, see for ex
Citizenship and Postwar Political Culture, 194® 4 8metcan Studie84 (Spring, 1993)sp. 3839.

12 0n the new liberalism, generally, Mary Sperling McAulif@jsis on the Left: Cold War Politics

and American Liberals, 1947954(Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1978), Chapt&rs, 5

13 This quote is from Robert F. Sax@ettingDown: Wor |l d War Two Veteransd Ch
Postwar Consensuy®lew York: Palgrave McMillan, 2007),117¥18; al so see, Robert L.
Ameri can Veterans Committ ee: A@aritan Quarterdl8 AotumnWar and |
1966): 419420.

41n early 1948, for example, then AVC national Chairman Chat Patterson-{B38J, announced

his full supportofthearCo mmuni st Cal i fornia Chaptersé efforts t
totalitarianism, 0 fr omwdslthenasadartofdhe a@ograunist factiani on. Patt
(Independent Progressives) that elected him national Chairman and the entire NPC governing body at

the 2% national convention in June 1947. Ibid., 429.
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infiltration in early 1946, causing a tweear long internal factional struggle for
control of the organization. At AVLO6s firs
led Left faction lost its bid to open menmbkip to Spanish Civil War veterans and to
gain proportional representation on the National Planning Committee (the governing
executive committee), but it still won six (of sixteen total) seats on that body. After
the convention, t hrereaBiMIg assertdditshdesreadpurgeaj or i t y
the Communists. In November 1946, the NPC passed a resolution opposing the
efforts of members of the Communi st Party
use AVC as a sounding board for their perverse phldsy . 6 At t he second
convention, in Junel947, liberal a@ommunist candidates won both the national
chairmanship and all NPC seats.

Factional turmoil continued through 1948, especially as debate concerning the
Progressive Party presidential qgaargn of Henry Wallace escalated; but the AVC
took decisive steps that defeated the Communists by the end of the year. After a
highly publicized trial in the summer, the National Administrative Committee (NAC)
expelled CommunidDaily Workereditor John Gies from the AVC in September,
charging that his use of his membership to advance the Communist Party violated the
constitutional rule on partisan political activity. In November, the AVC national
of fice revoked the chart enrofngthlod dNew Y direk
That same month, the third national convention passed a resolution that condemned
the Atotalitarian principles and destructi

Party, o and ruled Communists fheneligi bl e f

9bid., 423, 424, 426, 429.
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resolution also directed the national offi
Communi st Par t ¥°InfFebouany 1950 thaC Bull&tisanndunced,
AThe | ast refuge of the [Communist faction
Councii, has surrender edBuleiinexpltai aefdi, gliif | ¥ eA®f
maj or east wing chapterséhave disbandedéfi
of controlling AVC now or in the distant f
extreme lefiwing organization of their own, reputedly called the Progressive
Veterans 6% America. o

Whil e the AVCO6s internal p€obmmunises hel pe
liberalism also emerging among other liberal organizations in the postwar3ers,
had partialarly close ties with the Americans for Democratic Action (ADA).
Founded in early 1947 by as an exclusively-@mmmunist liberal organization
mainly to perpetuate the New Deal, the ADA regarded American Communists as
instruments of Soviet dictatorshimafrom its inception it officially barred them
from membership'® The fact that many of its key leaders and members also
participated actively in the ADA further s
l i beralism. Among ADAOs dJBoluamdiGilbe member s w
Harrison, respectively AVC national chairman in 19487 and 1948949, Franklin
D. Roosevelt, Jr., AVC national housing di

liberties attorney Joe Rauh,*3f Michael Straight, AVC national chairmarofn

9bid., 429-430, 431433.

HAVC Bulletin February, 1950, 3.

Tyl er, AThe American Veterans Committee: Out of a

H9McAuliffe, Crisis on the Left6-7.

PNew York Times January 5, 1947, 5: for Boltelles tenure as
American Veterans Committee: Out of a Hot War and |
backgrounds of FDR, Jr., Harrison and Rauh, see (FDRy&w)York Timeslanuary 13, 1945;
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19491952 (also publisher of tidéew Republic19461 956 ) , |j oi ned t he AD!/
York State Board in August 1948. Also, Mickey Levine, who helped found the AVC
(and national chairman from 19859 6 0 ) , also chaired the ADASOG
Side branch inhe late 19408

But other factors, besides its ideological affinities with the new liberalism,
more fundament al | y -Gommumstthetatic in theel950sVIE 6 s ant i
reputation as liberaleft organization opened the AVC to accusations of being a
communist front. Conservative veteransganizations publicly retaited the AVC
through the late 19404 On one level then, Cold War discourse provided the AVC
with a political weapon to counter these attacks. In April 1949, for example, when
local unitsof the Legion, VFW and Catholic War Veterans (CWV) in Queens (NY)
learned that the Jewish War Veterans had invited the AVC to participate in Memorial
Day ceremonies with all veterans®6 organi za
its Acommamdises @ dmradboycotted the events.
|l eader Charles Bel €osnmumii stted etcor AVCO g1 Cam it

our |l ast nati onal convention, 0 he-decl ared

(Har r i s onNew Yaokblimgslaauary §, 2008, C14; andewYork TimesNovember 29,

1948, 8. Harrison also became owner and publishBeaf Republicometime in the mid950s

through 1974, Ibid.; (RaurAVC Bulletin JulyAugust 1959, 3. For Rauhoés civil
(obituary)New York TimesSeptembeb, 1992, 10. Rauh was also ADA national Chairman, in 1955,

Washington Post & Times Herafgril 11, 1955, 2

2straight)New York TimesNovember 28, 19497; Washington Post & Times Heraldune 29,

1952, M16; and, (obituarfjew York Timeslanuary 52004, BS8; (LevineNew York Times

February 3, 1949, 16; and, (obituaNgw York TimedDecember 1, 1996, 58. Levine resigned from

ADA in 1975, Ibid.

1225peaking before the New York state convention of Catholic War Veterans in May 1946, the

Legi onds Nfeawr M®r k County Commander declared that t he
i nf |l u&ewcYerk TindkedMay 11, 1946, 7. Also, in July 1946, the VFW national commander

attacked the AVC as fAthe worst example nufistcertain v
Front | eaders and fellow travelers. o Besides these
conservative columnist Westbrook Pegler, alsebyaited the AVC in early 1946, Sax@ettling Down,

139, 137.
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Communist position of ourorganiat i on. 6 Furt her mor e, he proc
AVC as communistic was O6nothing short of ¢
hands of the Communi st el ement these veter
fight®ng. 60

Dramatic membership losses followitige purge of the Communists,
combined with the increasingly conservative Cold War atmosphere in the early
1950s, also heightened the -Gom@unist need to p
credentials. Natiovide membership plunged from a peak of nearly 10DjA0
1947%*to around 35,000 by May 198 For the remainder of the 1950s, it hovered
around 30,000 The loss of the Communists and their political allies obviously
accounted for some portion of this decline. But as the Cold War climate intensified,
manymnCommuni st | i beral AVCOers undoubtedly
Congressman and AVC founder Will Rogers, Jr., who left the California AVC in
1948. In his widely publicized letter of resignation, Rogers declared the unit was
Anothing butnéa. GomMmual sb irged other branc
get out. o fAiWe | ost a battle here in Califo
to give assistance t o “Avembeiswhodearedbeingmi es, 0
labeled a Communist sympathizer feshaps Rogers did) had good reason to leave

the AVC.

123 New York TimesApril 15, 1949 4.

1245a¢e, Settling Down 145, and fn 64, 207.

121 0s Angeles Timeslay 2, 1950, B6.

12The AVC claimed 30,000 members in November 1955, and 25,000 in 1980¢we¥ork Times

November 13, 1955, 51, and Ibid., June 13, 1980The AVC remained fourth in sizkehind the

Legion, VFW and Amvets, sa&ashington Post & Times Heraldugust 28, 1952, 5. In 1954,

Amvets, the only other major WWII veteransdé organi z
See Rodney G. MinoBeerless Patriots: Organized Vetesaand the Spirit of Americanism

(Washington, DC: Public Affairs Press, 1962), 109.

12Anashington Post & Times Heraltlay 25, 1948, 15.
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Il ndeed, the Cold War shattered the AVCO
movement. Throughout the 1950s, therefore, the AVC primarily remained an
organization of weleducated, solidly middle class)daoverwhelmingly white liberal
veterans. A 1954 Columbia University survey of 70 percent of all AVC members
reported that over half earned annual i nco
1955 average U. S. per capit a76pencenbwhe of $ 2,
filled out questionnaires, o completed Afou
survey reported, whilR e a d e r 0, kife, Mc § a &ndl@dies Home Journal
garnered the countryds | ar gdetNewYerked er s hi p,
Time LifeandNew Republi@as t heir Afavoriteo magazines.
FDR and Adlai Stevenson their highest approval, while 79 percent disapproved of
Ei senhower 6s p? Asshe sbeeaconorid statuseot noost thembers
suggests, vittally all AVC chapters active in the 1950s were located in large tifles.

But despite the organizationds strong comm

Eor an internal discussion of AVCO6s aims of becomi
late 1945toearly 1%, see fAAn Open Letter to AVC, 0 Lincoln La
9, 1951. MS2144, AVC Records, Ser. 7, Correspondence, Subser.1, GL. The results of the survey,

conducted by the Teachers Center College Center, Columbia University, are rapAié&iBulletin

June 19543; for per capita income in 1955 (in constant 1958 dollars), see Michael B&wone,

Country: The Shaping of America From Roosevelt to Refidaw York: Free Press), 391.

Biographies of AVC staff and elected officials reportedhieAVC Bulletinreveal a high

preponderance of attorneys and other whdakared professionals among them. Two Maryland

AVCbers elected to the NPC in 1954 make this point.
Executive Director), then Montgome€ounty Chapter Treasurer, was also a-plegsicist with the

U.S. Geological Survey. Frank Iglehart, then Chairman of the Greater Baltimore Chapter, was an

attorney in a Baltimore law firmAVC Bulletin September 1952.

1295ee Guide to the American tans Committee Records, 192202 MS 2144, Special Collections

Research Center, GL. While the guide of individual chapters active in the 1950s is not complete (for

instance, it does not include locales such as Atlanta, GA, Baltimore, MD and Trentascield in

this study), it does indicate that the AVC was overwhelmingly urban: Northeast: Boston, (Harvard);

New York: Bronx, Brooklyn, LaureltoiRosedale [Queens], Manhattan, Riverside; Washington DC;

Midwest: Chicago, Cleveland, Indianapolis, Milwauk8& Louis, St. Paul; West Coast: CA: Los

Angeles, San Francisco; South: Jackson, MS.
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the next chapter), delegates to the 1957 AVC national convention, ABdhe

Americanr e p o wtee ce, nfearly nifHety percent white.?d
Yet aside from its need to use Cold War language to defend itself from

conservative retbaiting, the AVC primarily adopted arfilommunist rhetoric to

promote its core postwar political objectivéhe advancement of thee Deal

order. This had been on the agenda of the organization since its inception. The

preamble to its constitution, adopted at the first national convention in 1946, asserted

that one of its main purposes warment ito mai

in our country under a system of free enterprise in which business, labor, agriculture

and gover nmé¥The A6 attpaetad a humbebdof individuals into its

staff and leadership ranks who worked in important positions to advance the New

Dealboth before and after 1945. After completing his undergraduate studies at

Cambridge University with John Maynard Keynes in 1937, Michael Straight joined

the New Deal as a State Department economist and wrote speeches for President and

Mrs. Roosevelt??

His efforts to defend the New Deal against its detractors began as
early as WWII. WheMNew Republi¢owned by his family) sponsored a dinner in
early 1942 Ato celebrate...the tenth year

the New Deal a spiritfordiht i ng back at its critics, o0 St

130 The AfreAmerican May 11, 1957, 12.

BiThis language appears in the fourfitThhec lAanesd cafn t he
Veterans Committee: OutofatHo War and I nto the Cold, o 424.
20n Straightos bacNeyVYokdlimds, Jaeea af ybi5t u200M , B8. St

Willard D. Straight was a wealthy investment banker with J. Morgan & Co., who, together with his

wife Dorothy Payne Whitney &tight, foundedNew Republienagazine in 1914. Michael joined the
Communist Party while at Cambridge, and passed economic reports to Soviet agents while a New Deal
official, and left the CP sometime in 194Q over the HitletStalin accord. On advice of fhur

Schlesinger, Jr., he voluntarily disclosed his CP past to the FBI in 1963 before taking an appointed
position in the National Endowment for the Arts that year.
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Washington correspondent, served as toastmiasteollowing his discharge from

the Army, Hubert Will attended University of Chicago Law School, and subsequently

served as fia swpedioalk Secme¢tar RoberNe Wagner

to the NPCin 1952 Numer ous ot her AVCo6ers held | ess

nonetheless important positions. For instance, Dave Garwin, named director of

organization for the Washington DC chapterinearly 195y, prous |l y fiser ved f

someti meo as a Committee for the Nationos

support for President TrPrumanés national he
Indeed, as conservatives accelerated their postwar roll back of liberalism, the

AVC endeavoreda defend and expand the New Deal/Fair Deal agenda. In

September 1947, the AVC publicly denounced the national American Legion

convention for its -BlerddiWasgnert]o reauwsirmsge Kihlel

Delegates to the 1948 AVC national conventiordgésd themselves to work for

Acompl et e r ebpeeratll eoyf Achted Taanfd fian extended s

pr o g rPArhroughout the 1950s the AVC also lent its support to the labor

movement. In February 1951, it publicly supported the efforts of railroadensot&

regain their collective bargaining rights

industry that suspended their strike the previous year. The AVC also assisted federal

employee unions by lobbying Congress on their behalf, and it worked couvplrati

with the Congress of Industrial Organizations (ClO). The AVC also maintained ties

with the AFL-CIO. In 1959, théulletinreported that Julie Bernstein, a

133N ew York TimeMarch 7, 1942, 15.

139AVC Bulletin October 19542.

13°AVC Bulletin Januaryl951, 4.

13New York TimesSeptember 3, 1947, 1kew York TimesNovember 30, 1948, 22.
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Massachusetts AFC| O of fi ci al, also se¥ved on AVC6s
One of t he NWEW deferrddiberalisneis the 1950s was its

public campaign against the man who most outwardly personified th@antDeal

backlasi® Senator Joseph R. McCarth{.An AVC Bulletineditorial in March 1950,

for instance, employing Cold War Americanisme s ponded to the Senat

charges of Communist infiltration of the State Department by stating that they

under mined Americads strength in the worl d

Americans nor their allies could have confidence in our gowent and all that it is

trying to do.o0o McCarthyo6s accusations, dec
Americao by potentially causing much neede
Aat a time when ability inpegaowve.rcn memd AVCO:S

attacks clearly rattled McCarthy. On March
national chairman Michael Straight was to
chapter on the Senatorodés accusations of Co
Department, McCarthy charged thidew Republic t hen under Straighto

was -GBopmmun®st. o

o
—

3"The AVC publicly denouncedaatini on forces for wusing patriotism
veterans against American labor by charges that the Railroad Bratlerhre responsible for
preventing supplies f rAVABulapFebriany 95108 also,dor med f or ce s .
example, AVC lobbied the Senate to aid postal workers unions in early 1939/ &daulletin April

1951, 3. Whil e totkwiththa ClQ meeds foller stady, &ix@dwne 3950, CIO President

Philip Murray urged his | ocal uni ons to help advanc
but physically andVObBelietnduhd 1950,d.0Alsd, in0 Navedmeer ID5he© .

AVC sent fAbrotherly ™ "™gaeeobhahgsoohvenhhkeolf) OdetilfAg FfAin
ahead we are |l ooking forward to continued and effec

Bernstein was also New England Regional Directaheflewish Labor CommitteAVC Bulletin

October 1959, 3.

¥rhe best account |inking McCarthyés rise to the po
remains, Robert GriffithThe Politics of Fear: Joseph R. McCarthy and the Seffatgherst:

University of Massachusetts Press), esp. Chapters 2 and 3.

¥see the edit oAVCaBUletl Mdv@a rcthh y1® 5i0n 2; AStraight to S
6Di sclosuresé6é, o0 MS 2144, American Veterans Committe
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Undeterred by McCarthyds allegation, th
mid-Apr i | 1950, Andrew Rice, AVCO6s Washingt o
exca i ated the Senator for the harm his meth
formul ati on, McCarthy was a traitor out to
venom of his denunciations he has given aid and comfort to the enemies of
democracy whoseektoow seeds of hate and distrusté.t
accusations he haséput a heavy strain on t
di scussion. This nation can ill afford any
AVCOGs Nationalt®éaphNPGy ELolnmi ¢l y call ed f ol
i mpeachment #Afor high crimes and mi sdemean
reinforced the notion that his actions wer
democratic institutions and their ability to meet the deds of the Cold War. As the
NPC charged, McCarthy fAhas traduced, subve
i mpairing, if not destroyingé[its] effecti

af fairsé. He has do nfmerivanforce to brisgrorldaaorm, ot her u

domestic obloquy, and general disgrace upo
techniqued along with Ahis own invention o
mai ntained, McCarthy was fAintrodueurng into
own destruction and the road to totalitar:i

contention that McCarthyodéds methods wunder mi
the world, in late September 1951, when it opposed his efforts to derail Philip

Jossupbdbs nomination as a United Nations del

2001, Press 8leases, box 79, folder 5: 198054, Special Collections Research Center, Gelman
Library, George Washington University, Washington, DC (hereinafter: MS 2144, AVC Records, Ser.
3, Press Releases, GL.
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that Jessup fihad an affinity for Communi st
front memberships, the AVC stated that Jes
hadofWied his capacity to meet and master So
AVCOs national board of directors decl ared
despite the insinuations, false accusation
destroy our leders in the cold war McCarthy serves St@limot the American
peopfe. o

The AVCO6s vigorous campaign against McC
temerity displayed by most liberals who abhorred his methods, but failed to offer any
sustained opposition &op to him. For the AVC, providing its support to the handful
of Congressional leaders who opposed McCarthy, and the individuals he targeted,
became occasions for mobilizing public opposition to the damage being done to civil
liberties. For example, inta December 1950, McCarthy attempted to silence
columnist Drew Pearson, one of his chief outspoken critics, by claiming that
Pearsonds sponsor, the Adam Hat Stores, I n
something to the cause of international comrsomiby keeping this Communist
spokesman on the air.o After the company d

~

AVC termed the incident, as tMgashington Post ot ed, fia t hreat to Am

freedom of expression, 0 and gressitsimpeaeld it s ¢
“See Ricebds letter to t NewVYerkTintespri,17, i99¢8Cthe t hy 6 s Damag
NPC6bs i mpeachment vote was unani mous among the 22 (
3, seeAVC Bulletin June 1950, 1, AVC Bulletin July 1950, 4. The JuBulletin (Ibid.) also reported

onthestronggpr al |l el s bet ween the | anguage used in the Tyd
concerning McCarthyés State Department Charges and
For AVC6s quotes on the Jessup nomthmentin, AMC, see MARes

press release, September 24, 1951, MS 2144, AVC Records, Ser. 3, Press Releases, box 79, folder 5:
19501954, GL; the Jessup case is also coveré&M@ Bulletin October 1951, 5 and Ibid., November,
1951, 1. McCarthy is quoted in, David @shinsky,A Conspiracy So Immense: The World of Joe
McCarthy(New York: Oxford University Press, 2005), 211.
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McCarthy. Similarly, in May 1953, the grou
ant-McCarthyNew York Posand its editor James Wechsler for alleged Communist
l inks, as fAreally an attack oanewspaperf r eedom
that Ahas been in the forefront of the fig
implied, by lodging false charges against his critics in the press, such as Wechsler,
McCarthy simultaneously undermined the First Amendment and theirsefiéort
combat subversion. While Democratic Senato
colleagues failed to back his persistent opposition to McCarthy, the AVC steadfastly
supported him. For example, in March 1952, when Benton relinquished his immunity
and openy challenged McCarthy to refute the charges he issued for his expulsion,
including making false accusations and other violations, the AVC rallied to his
support, and decl ared, fiwe are encouraged
against the most dgerous man in the United States, a man who endangers the very
foundation of American libertyt he Bi | |'™of Rights. o

The AVCO6s campaign against McCarthy per

eventual demise in the wake of the armMgCarthy hearings. In late@duary 1953,

“3vashington Post & Times HeralBecember 25, 1950, B2. Also, in early 1951, AVC urged the

Democratic leadership, namely Speaker Sam Rayburpgrit§aLeader John W. McCormick, and

House Judiciary Committee Chairman Emanuel Cell ar A
Senator McCarthy. o0 See Memor andum, Pakiser to Miria
Pakiser to Hon. Emanuelke@ar, January 31, 1951, in MS 2144, AVC Records, Series 1, Subjects,

19462000, Subseries 1, General, box 10, folder 4: McCarthy, Senator dosapeachment, 1953

1954, (hereinafter: Ser . 1, Subject s, Sanckfsl e r . 1) . Th
criticisms of McCarthy, and also of HUAC, see for exampMC Bulletin February 1951, 8. Ofhe

New York Postnd Wechsler, se&VC Bulletn May 1953, 1. The AVC6s New Yor
Wechsler and thBostwith its Public Service Awardofr it s fAseries ofAVrticles on
Bulletin, November 1951, 3. For the support given to Benton, see AVC press release, March 18, 1952,

MS 2144, AVC Records, Ser. 3, Press Releases, box 79, folder 519980GL. For discussion of

the failureof Senate | i berals to support Bentonbs efforts
Senator Herbert Lehman {Rew York), see McAuliffeCrisis on the Left80-82. As McAuliffe notes,

liberals in Congress would not effectively act against McCarthy histiSenate censure in late 1954,

which, even then, Aiinvol ved no direct action agains
131-132, for this quote, 144.
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the group called for President Eisenhower to order a Justice Department investigation

of McCarthyos finances, after a Senate sub
bank deposits far exceeded what his Senatorial pay alone could dBstilimg on

themes developed earlier, the AVCO0s repres
in subverting the nation by corroding the foundations of civil liberties and smearing

the reputations of its key leaders and institutions in the Cold Waiprih A954 the

Bulletinreported on an address by New Jersey Governor Robert Meyner at its recent

3t

NPC meeting, where he denounced McCarthy

having fiset out to create a reign it rof terro

corrupts political |l ifeéit extends to alll
of freedom and democracy. o0 Failure to stop
Gestapoéthe techniques of the totalitarian

whos e met hodswe deplore. o

The AVC followed a similar strategy 1in
Brigadier General Ralph W. Zwicker, in late February 1954, when he appeared before
the Senatord6s I nvestigati ons -pBnitvec ommi tt ee
discharge of suspected subversive Irving Peress, who McCarthy wanted court
martialed after he invoked the Fifth Amendment in previous testimony before the
same committee. After Zwicker refused McCa

responsibleforthect i on, he | ashed out at the gener e

142\Washington Post & Times Heraldanuary 27, 1953; AVC Bulletin April 1954, 1; AVCmember

Congressman Sidney Yates introduced Meyner fias a st
democracy. o For his part, Meyner #dApraised AVC for i
to the dangers of Mc Clfotadm gxcelenmt.aarount bf the arivigCaktpyr i | 1954,
hearings and McCarthyoés s ubThePRyliics of Fead Josaphfke, see Robe

McCarthy and the Senaf@mherst, MA: University of Massachusetts Press, 1987), Chaptérs, 8
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wear that wuniformd and that heAV&l acked t he
Bulletini mme di at ely denounced McCarthyos attack
Americabds ar mealord oby etshe® @Ar cawapbds national (
accompanying the story, featured a machine gun wielding WWII Gesoldier

standing guard over a |l ong |ine of O. W. 0s
Eisenhower, all of whom, including the pigent, marched by with their hands

clasped behind their heads. The German soldier image, as the story revealed, linked

Zwi ckerd0s presence at the Battle of the Bu
the Nazi officers responsible for the mass killinghome r i can O. W. 6s at Ba:
Crossroads, Belgium, subsequently termed the Malmedy Mas&3tra telegram

to President Eisenhower, the AVC asked, 0l
target [ 1 s] Brig. Gen. "Rbivisiprhwhalfoughtwi cker é[ o
brilliantlyéagainst units of the same S. S.
murder of American prisoners?06 Just as he
investigation, by charging the high command with gross incompetence, if not

subve si on, for failing to court marti al Per e
Amendment privilegegMc Car t hy was once again aiding th

July 1954, the AVC again reinforced the image of McCarthy as a saboteur

undermining U.S. intests when it sought Senate leadership support for the Flanders

143The MalmedyMassacre refers to the mass execution of unarmed captured U.S. soldiers by elite an
unit of the First S.S. Panzer Division outside Malmedy, Belgium during the Battle of the Bulge in
1944. An investigation by the Office of the Judge Advocate later urgldrétigs to overturn death
sentences issued by a U.S. weaime court for many of the S.S. troops participating in the massacre
after finding their confessions had been obtained through beatings. As controversy erupted over the
issue of the death sentenchiCarthy volunteered to participate in theplairtisan Senate

Subcommittee proceedings established to investigate the matter, and came to the defense of those
sentenced to hang. OshinskyConspiracy So Immensé475.
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resolution, calling for McCarthyds censur e
damage inflicted both at home and™abroad b
The AVC received a barrage pffotest letters denouncing its calls for

McCarthyos i mpeachment. Using the discours
Americanism, these writers attempted to co
McCarthy, by depicting both the group and its -&ntiCarthy campan as unpatriotic

and subversive. One writer, identifying hi
June 1950, AMore power to the American fro
frighten him. o6 Others pointed to Iwhat they
military service and AVCO6s wrongheaded sup
example, in Febrwuary 1951, Thomas Marro of
of 6Trojan Hor se6 P-&arines SenatoaJoedMc@atthty pravks on o u

you are misnamedMore fittingisUnAmer i can Veterans Committ ec

1440n the Peresgwickerincidemt , i ncl udi ng McC
The Politics of Fear2462 4 7 . Peressds discharge itially stemme:
earlier inquiry into his politics, 1bid.AVC Bulletin March 1954, lampaigmte AV CO6s ear
impeach McCarthy included using the endorsements of AVC meanteMalmedy survivor Virgil

Lary, Jr., sedVC Bulletin February 19511; and, AVC press release, n.d. in MS 2114, AVC Records,

arthyoés words to Zwic
i n

Ser. 3,Press Releases, box 78lder 5: 19501954 GL. TheBulletint ol d readers of Laryos
A in defending the Nazi murderers [McCarthy] had gi
confidence that they would escape puni shment for th

that the wive and mothers of American soldiers in Korea want to leave communists murderers to the

al | too tender mer ci AVYC BulfetinFebrmuaryt 1651, 1.\For @reattemptyin 06 Se e,
the absence of clear evi denc ermantS®. seldiepslreaponsibleMc Car t hy 6
for the Malmedy atrocities see, OshinskyConspiracy So Immensg4-80. The July 1954

communication seeking Senate support for the censure was sent to Republican Majority Leader Sen.

Knowland and Minority Leader Sen. Jobns See Bill Mauldin, National Chairman, AVC to Hon.

William F. Knowland, July 26, 1954; and, Mauldin to Hon. Lyndon B. Johnson, July 26, 1954, in

MS2144, AVC Records, Ser.1, Subjects, Subser. 1, box 10, folder 4: Mc&antipeachment, 1953

1954. Significat | y, the AVC also functioned as -labore of the ¢
coalition, or Clearing House, organized by the National Committee for an Effective Congress (NCEC)

to build broad Senate support for the Flanders resolution. One cénitral figures directing the
Clearing Housebds operations in 1953 was | at
Senate Democratic Campai gn CoTmerHoltids ef Ednisee nt3@m f
282, 228.

er AVC e
f direct
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di sgruntled over the AVCO0Os defense of Pear
decl ared, fAJoe Stalin has more than fifty
bordersét he ki nd rohhshisarm ardued wbile leewoed résavays o
preaching 6how to make democracy |live. 060 A
go down in history as making the greatestsuig@ n ded f i ght agai nst Cc
Elizabeth Baker of Coatesville, Pennsylvania dsket he AV C, ADid you pr
Hi ss too?éCannot understand why you Vetera
Similarly, a New York City Gold Star Mot he
organization taking such UAmerican steps. McCarthy so far hast been proved
guityof anything. Truman i the one to be i mp
Veterans backing McCarthy voiced simila
i mpeachment campaign. A member of the Legi
| ate December 1950) keiWMeCaneethymomnaedmefnmnwhen
0l mpeachment 6 i s used there is only one pl
office today in our once free country. As for your organization, you are the ones the
American Legion and Vet s WemayFuon MeCarthpyn War s w
vs. Truman. o0 Al so, New York City resident

combat Infantry veteran of World War Two, | am deeply ashamed that a véterans

“5As noted above, he AVC i ssued two calls of McCarthyés i mpe
1950. Significantly, it issued the second call on December 24, the anniversary of the Malmedy

Massacre. On this point, see L.C. Pakiser to Hon. Emanuel Cellar, Chairman, HouseyJudici

Committee, January 31, 1951, MS 2144, AVC Records, Subjects, Ser. 1, Subser. 1, box 10, folder 4:

McCarthyd Impeachment, 1953954. See (postcard), A.B. Howard, Chicago, IL to Dear Boys, AVC,

June 6, 1950, Ibid., box 10, folder 5: McCafihympeachmenf19501951; (postcard) Thomas Marro,

NYC, to AVC, February 4, 1951, I bid. Marro also re
nursed by Communist and subversives, a punyfitnistfit, the AVC is a blot on the American

| andscape. 0 [Bmas A (HitansRustoa, LS o AVCTDecember 26, 1950, Ibid.(Hilton

forwarded a duplicate of the letter he sent toShesveport Journab voice his protest to the AVC);

Elizabeth N. Baker, Coatesville, PA, to AVC, June 5, 1950, Ibid.; (postcaBd)ld\Star Mother,

NYC, to National Commander [sic] Straight, AVC, June 8, 1950, Ibid.
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organization would stoop so low and condemn a fighting Marine who is tiying

weed out this fifth column in [the] U.S.A. | suggest that your organization follow this

modern Billy Mitchel!l and assist him in ev

anonymous American Legion member emphatica

include me in the AVC for | have more respect for the honorable Senator than to

di srespect him even for the best man in th

anextendedanemi t i ¢ rant against fithe damned Je:

former WorldWar Il Chaplain, Rev. Philip Separovic of Milwaukee, Wisconsin told

the AVC in December, 1950, Alnstead of hel

damned traitors you attack himéThat is wha

hel pingéthe tealaliitog sf,orwhtohearludisds penni es
The AVCO6s campaign against McCarthy al s

members. In early June, 1950, Peter Cutler, of Garrison, NY, who joined when

discharged from the Navy in 1945, returned his membecsinghin protest of the

groupdés i mpeachment call, and declared, AY

Democracy & [sic] keeping the facts of Communism, Socialism & Subversion from

the American people and playi n@utlar,i ght i nto

noted, AMcCarthy was 100% right in the Ame

and most [of] all our veterans and those who gave their lives in battle for the greatest

Nation in World history!o Likewiaa, in | at

and AVC dAli fe member ocoaraunig recbe dnd yuesBanedt hy 6 s

“See (postcard), A 40 & 8b6er to AVC, December 27, 1
Subser.1, box 10, folder 5: McCarthympeachment, 1950951; Stanley W. Ry, NYC, to AVC,

December 26, 1950; Ibid.; Anonymous to AVC, June 5, 1950, Ibid.;Awi@, Bulletin June 1950, 2;

Rev. Philip F. Separovic, Chaplain WWII, to AVC December 26, 1950, MS 2144, AVC Records,

Subjects, Ser.1, Subser.1, box 10, folder 5: McCarttgpeachment, 1950951.
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the AVCO6s |l oyalty for having attacked hi m.
read that the AVC proposes to 6getd McCart
boil.oThank God or Mc Cart hydés guts and ability to
should be on his sidethose who haveacedd e at h t o uphol d our Cons
Given its stance on McCarthy, he felt that at its upcoming national convention, the
AVC fAshould mawet hobuttlO6fépuclvVveaati onéthat it
opposed to ommuni sm. o

I n short, to the AVCO6s critics, its def
Communists amounted to another form of subversion, hindering the work of the
countryos r e a,loe cChrthy. Maay vetgrans idealivetd McCarthy as
the Afighting Marine, 0 carrying out the go
dictatorship they had undertaken i n WWII,
enemy Soviet Communism. Intheirmisd, by having Athe gutso t
battle against the Communists, McCarthy remained true to the sacrifices they made
during the war. By attacking McCarthy, who, like Billy Mitchell before him, was
engaged ihnanad efidsoi ncgrlues audte striorm, the A\CCmot briye ¢
failed to uphold veteransd patriotic missi
through its defense of men | i ke Drew Pears
Aistooges, 0 simply gave Amedédathe eaemy ecsut
work.

The AVC also defended civil liberties by opposing the array of anti

subversion legislation. While Senate liberals, acting on their anticommunist

147 peter S. Cutler, Post Road Farm, Garrison NY to Mr. Pakiser, June 9, 1950, AVC Records,
Subjects, Ser.1, Subser.1, box 10, folder 5: McCarttmppeachment, 1950 951 ; f or Mi not 6s
commentsAVC Bulletin November 1953, 2.
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commi t ment s, supported the McCafran I ntern
Communism did not compromise its efforts to protect civil liberties. The group

lobbied against the legislation, testifying before its sponsoring committees and

working in coalition with some 21 pravil liberties organizations among its liberal

allies.Int esti mony before HUAC, in | ate March, i
argued that existing | aws were already suf
strengthened, 06 to avert fAlegislation that
ofguitbyasseci ati on. 06 To do otherwise, Straight
Americabds Cold War strategy: fAWe think the
Asia, India and Rome. We think it is an illusion to believe Americans can gain

security by attempting to drivenderground or destroy a little band of shabby

[Communist Party] men on Fourteenth Street whom we think we can lick by

constitutional measureséWe think to the ex
point in favor of Jos e@phCofytess,withtheéupdre spi t e
of a majority of Senate |iberalt passed t

Also, in late 1950, Los Angeles AVC member and city councilman Ed Roybal
opposed three separate @icommitoreibsthecityegi str a

counci | . Using | iberal Col d War Americanis

148As McAuliffe notes, Senate liberals, with only a few dissents, voted with the Republican majority to
pass the McCarran Internal Security Act, offering even stricter version of the original bill to substitute

detention of fAsubver si v egigrationmeqerenemtsy he fmal elisheyf or t he C
passed, over Trumanb6s veto, i ncor pCoigisotteedeftbot h of t h
787 9 . For the AVCOs AVOBulletinAuggstSa @tt ievmibteire s ,1 96de 8. Str
HUAC comnents are irAVC Bulletin ~ Apr i | 1950, 2; and, AAVC Testi mot
Committee onHouse VAmer i can Activities, House of Represent af
AVC Records, Ser. 3, Testimonies, box 77, folder 2: 13D5 4, GL . Ld&ohaed NiKOWco s

testified with Straight, and provided a detailed cr

anticommunism and principled opposition to the bill for its multiple infringements of civil liberties,
Ibid. For press coverag@/ashingtorPost & Times HeraldMarch 31, 1950, 6.
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vote as, Afan inspiration to those who beli
conformity, o and noted, fiAiWe feel aséyou do
othe subversive elements in our midst is properly the function of those agencies
gual i fied by experience and training to de
cast fAthe one dissenting vote n each meas
The AVC also oposed antsubversive measures at the state level, but
without success. Il n early 1952, for exampl
Philadelphia, jointly with the local ACLU, lobbied Pennsylvania legislators to defeat
the stateds pu mdthbil, orePechdn Act. Bespité tbegeaeffortsy the
power ful state veteranso | obby, including
Foreign Wars (VFW) and Amvets, assured that an overwhelming majority of the state
assembly passed the bill in Decembér.
The AVC opposed a range of other governmental measures abridging civil
liberties. In early July 1954, it supported the enactment of fair rules of procedure for
those brought before Congressional committees investigating subversion, and
presented its interest the legislation as a matter of domestic and international
significance. As the AVCO6s executive direc
Subcommi ttee on Rules, Ain the cold war be
democr acy éwhleesto liveragto thecdamocratidéal speaks louder than

what any Voice of America may say. Veterans who have served overseas inthe post

149 AVC Bulletin October 1950, 7.

150AVC Bulletin January 1952, 3. State senator Albert R. Pechatern authored the bill, and was also

state legislative director for the American Legion. As Philip Jenkins notedadheds passage was f.
striking tribute to the I egislative strength of the
steamroll er | obb oldWar /S doene: FheiRédiSgare in @enksylvarsa, 1945

1960(Chapel Hill: University of North Caratlia Press, 1999), 923.
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Worl d War |1l years are particularly aware
denounced as fia dagger i n & &fer ebea cpkr eosfs ,o0n et
State Departmentodos continued denial of a p
which it revoked in 1956 following his return from reporting on events in China.

Absent a policy reversal, the gofoup noted,
denying information to the American people, rivaling the same kind of restrictions

which we so justly speak out against behin

to oppose passport curbs on alleged subversives, being pushed especially hard by

antrco mmuni st conservatives in the | ate 1950s
Aright to travel .o I n July 1959, for examp
Commi ttee that, AA citizen should be free
per mito pmtsisplortthehas in recem years in | ar

Yet these arguments failed to persuade either the State Department or the
judiciary to end restrictions on the right
1958 ruling inKent v. Dulleghat theState Department lacked Congressional
authority to deny passports based on indiyv

Department basically ignored the Court, and continued to deny passports on political

'St atement of Andrew E. Rice, Executive Director,

behalf of | egislation to establish fair rules of pr
July 6, 1954, MS 2144, AVC RecadSer. 3, Testimonies, box 77, folder 2: 198%4, GL. On the
Worthy case, see David Cauféhe Great FearThe AntitCommunist Purge Under Truman and

Eisenhowef New Yor k: Si mon & Schuster, 1978), 251. MfAReve
WorthPasgsort Case Urged, 06 April 2, 1957, MS 2144, Ser.
1959, GL. AVC Bulletin January 195%; AVC Bulletin Mar ch 1959, 2; @AStatement

Proposed Passport Legislation before the Senate Foreign Relations Gommme e , 0 Jul y 13, 1959

2144, Ser. 3, Testimonies, box 77, folder 3: £9959.
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grounds->?In July 1959, the United States Cbaf Appeals ruled unanimously

against William Worthy and Waldo Frank, who invokeehtand claimed

discrimination since the State Department had approved 40 journalists for travel to

China. In his concurring opinion, Justice Warren E. Berger statedthe Go6s bel i ef

that the authority of the Secretary of St a

the highest sense and is not reviewable on any basis in any circumstance by any

¢ o u'P*His dpinion also demonstrated the doubtied nature of Cold War

arguments. As thBlew York Timereported, Berger maintained that limiting the

number of passports granted to journalists

presumption that it would help the ultimate objectives of world peace and stability,

redce tensions and strengthen resistance to

Adeclined to review these decisfons, o the
To protect the civil liberties of federal employees, the AVC also strongly

advocated forreformdf he gover nment ésscurpyprogams. hel | oy al t

groupdés opposition in early 1955 to the De

bill, aimed at extending the program expan

10450 to t he nta,rtefleoteddsschief eohcermssalwout hé emtire

edifice of federal loyaltysecurity measures. The group roundly criticized the Butler

bill before the Senate Subcommittee on Government Employee Security Programs for

152 5ee the entrikent v. Dullesin Kermit L. Hall, James W. Ely, Jr. and Joel B. Grossman, eds.. The
Oxford Companion to the Supreme Court of the United States (New YorkrdDhiversity Press,
2005), 558; Cautéel’he Great Fear250251.

153 New York Timesuly 7, 1959, 4.

>New York Timesluly 7, 1959, 4; Caut&@he Great Fear251.
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its broad inclusion of nesecurity rehted jobs, and lack of proper standards and

unfair procedures, including guilt by asso
resul ted in At he i n-dakes chargemonflimsyerndr i ngi ng o
evidence. 0 | n t hi sreserdatios before Gomgress,ure AVCy al | s
procl aimed its anticommunist record and st

fought to prevent tyranny from spreading o
the present fight against the Butler bill wasme d at @At he protection
government from infiltrations by those who
who, by design or misguided zeal, would in the name of such protection, introduce

policies and methods suitable only to the politidaicmat e of a totalitar.i
group further argued that by trampling over civil liberties, the measure could generate
another source of subversion from among th
security program create enemies of state oonot loyal citizens and their children.

Unjust repression, investigation and destruction of the right to a livelihood have
produced that result in many another count
Cooper told the Senate Internal Security Subcomntittkeat i n gi vi ng fAabso

to the Executive to curtail the movements of any citizen who, for whatever reason,

was deemed | i kely to commit &édsubversive ac
approxi mation to the pol i emeQwelldseawe envi sage
have yet seen proposed. o0 Furthermore, he d
will éso curtail fundament al |l iberties of o

Y

valiantselfd e f e®s e . o

%5 St atement of Lincoln W. Lauterstein, elheai r man, Cc

Senate Subcommittee on Government Employee Security
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Given the enormous threat of arbitrary dismlisisa Butler bill posed to its
membership, organized labor also testified against the measure using Cold War
language. As Tom E. Harris, CIO assistant general counsel, told the Senate Internal
Security Subcommittee, 0l éverputiatogifecpvger am t hi
will have taken a long step toward requiring that every worker carry a police card
attesting to his loyalty in order to get work. And if that ever happens we will have
exchanged the freedom of American democracy for the tyranayop o | i £% st at e. «
Yet despite Cold War arguments, it was the combined lobbying clout of the CIO and
the AFL that defeated the measure in th8 8éngress>’

The AVC also actively intervened to defend the rights of persons subjected to
allegations of subwsive activity. In early 1956, the Hartford (CT) chapter came to
the defense of Connecticutds Childrends Se
from her job for harboring Acommuni st symp
organization besides the ld&ocial Service unit to urge full protection of Miss
Weedbés constitutional rights. o As the chap

trustees, fithere was a danger to civil [Tib

personnel security programd June 23 1955, MS 2144,
folder3:19551 959, GL; and, fAo6Mastodcoced BgcVeitteyapso@Gramplhl
23, 1955, Ibid., Ser. 3, Press Releases, box 79, folder 6:195 9, GL; AStatement of Mi
Cooper Representing AVC before the Internal Security Committee, Senate Judiciary Committee,

Opposing S. 6 8 1 ,.,Ber.8aTestimoBies, bax¥ B, tolder 3: BARED, GL; and

6198460 Police State Seen by Veterans | f Butler Bi
Releases, box 79, folder 6: 195859, GL;Washington Post &Times HeraltMay 14, 1955, 2. 61 a

brief discussion of civil liberties abuses under the federal loyatyrrity program see, Ellen

SchreckerMany Are the Crimes: McCarthyism in Ameri¢Brinceton, NJ: Princeton University

Press, 199889-291.

1% The Washington Post & Times Heraldily 7, 19552. The Americans for Democratic Action

(ADA) and the United Steel Workers of America (USWA) also joined AVC in opposing the Butler

bill. SeeWashington Post & Times Herald May 14, 1955, 2. As the USWA®G6s F
stat ed, fe\We threat af aggression from the outside. On the other hand, we are also

concerned with not having ourselves pull down the f
157 eon H. Weaver, edndustrial Personnel Security: Cases and Materi@pringfidd, IL: Charles

C. Thomas Publishers, 1964), 347.
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mer e all egat i on Inbdldvember h950)the MagsachuseitseA¥C 0

presented State Department advisor Owen Lattimore (falsely targeted by McCarthy

that March as fithe top Russian agento over
for i h outstanding performance in alerting aation to the existing dangers to our

right to freedom of conscience and expression, without which we cannot exist as a
democracy. o0 Likewise, following atomic phy
of government security clearance in April 1954, dfte*r i ng | abel ed a fAsecu
by the Atomic Energy Commission (AEC), the AVC immediately established a

national legal defense fund on his behalf. In a letter to Oppenheimer, and in its public
statements, the group pr afi stelde hsdan & motri fhiic
of the war for developing the atomic weaponry that allowed its members to survive it,

and for the bombdés ongoing contribution, i
ensuring fithe security of tgloeppraataened, can peo
it established the fund, Ain the hopeo tha
whoéhas given unstintingly of himself in t
may awaken the American people to the fundamental injustice oéourity review

procedures and of the dangenshonlingheent i n

158 AVC Bulletin April 1956 1. When called before HUAC in September 1956, Weed was listed as

one of two Connecticut witnesses wewYoikdmesnot be f ou
September 26, 18524; AVC Bulletin November 1950, 1. For McCarthyods ¢
(as quoted here), see OshinskyConspiracy So ImmensE36. Bill Mauldin, National Chairman,

Mickey Levine, National ViceChairman and Lincoln Lauterstein, Chairman, Natickféhirs

Commission to Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer, Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, NJ, April 20,

1954, MS 2144, Series 7, Subseries 1, General Correspondenced,98®Hox 150, folder 6: 1945

1961 (hereinafter Ser. 7, Subser. 1). Asthe grouptoDppenhei mer , Abut for your |
accomplishmentodo in developing the bomb, dAmany of th
met death on a distant isle or atoll in the Pacific
Oppenheimer Defees Fund, 06 Apr i | 21, 19514, Ser .-1959; Press Rel
AVC Bulletin May 1954, 8Washington Post & Times HeralApril 22, 1954, 8. The revocation of

Oppenhei merds clearance, as ShreckteHBombtaeads, resulte
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AVCOs depictions, far from being the subve

to be, both Lattimore and Oppeoctatci mer , as
heritage and its national security, were Kk
Nevertheless, the AVCG6s actions did not

threeyear effort by the Justice Department to convict him for perjury over his alleged
communi st activities based upon McCarthyos
defense of Oppenheimer did nothing to stop the AEC review board from permanently
revoking his security clearance in June 1854,

In sharp contrast to its conservative adversanés, in the name of
combating fisubversiono tried to Iimit acad
defend traditions of free inquiry and disc
early 1955, the groupds PaciditchdoUnihwersdsi i
of Washingtonds Chancellor for Dblocking a
decl ared, #fAlt is the function of a univers
freedom in the quest for greously,dpraisesdci ent i f i
the University of Oregon fAfor fulfilling i
cancel several scheduled appearances of Dr
Likewise, in early 1956, the Montgomery County, MD AVC chapter o mme nd e d 0
three local board of education officials for their determined, though failed, effort to

defeat a ban on a sociology textb®ok fAbeca

because during WWII, Ahe had tried to conceal the i
to spy. Mag e the Gimag93.

“For the governmentds actions against Theareati mor e and
Fear, 320321 and 478179. As Caute notes, the Justice Department finally dropped its case against

Lattimore on June 28, 1955. Ibid., 321.

180 AVC Bulletin April 1955, 6. The banned textbook wscial Living by Washington State College

rural so@logy Professor Paul H. Landis. Sé&ashington Post & Times Heraldanuary 1956, C8.
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But the AVCO6s intervention on behalf of
Washington provedhconsequential. Thiean sharply divided the campus, and
generated two months of prolonged and acrimonious internal debate. Finally, in April
1955, an agreement between the faculty sen
involve facultyin future decisions impinging on academic freedom largely settled the
controversy. The president officially ended the affair by personally inviting
Oppenheimer to lecture at the International Congress of Theoretical Physics held on
campus in September 195

The AVCO6s civil |l i berties advocacy in e
direct confrontation with conservative vet
Centr al Nassau, (NY) chapter Al odged a pro
overitsdec si on Ato select two representatives f
review textbooks. o0 As the unit explained,
a committee to examine study material since such a function properly belongs to the
educationalashi ni stration of the school .0 Further,
chairman | auded the Hanover, New Jersey sc
responsible for allowing the school newspaper to publish essays questioning the U.S.

atomic bomb attdcon Japan, despite pressure from the Legion and VFW to do so.

As the group told the board, AAs Ameri can
speak in the name of patriotism to discour
than suppressing freeth@ ht i n school s, the group state

teachers who will stimulate critical thinking by young men and women since such

¥jane A. Sanders, fAThe University of Washington anc
Op p e n h eNorthwest,Qoarterly 7QJanuary, 1979): 8, 17, 180.
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independent judgment is the basis of our d
Legion opposed Al gqgmenthi Psircdion Ursvprataik eatyg e n g
1956, the AVC 6s New Jersey State Counci l
underlying the studentso invitation to His
Mc Carthyos rei gn o frongfeamework of oubQouostitutionons o f t
have been chi pamanted grauysaecidenwthat sheukl befread,
what should be seen ¥nd what should be hea
Additionally, the AVC resisted the effo
impose theipolitical preferences on others through film bans and other restrictions
on free expression among fil mmakers. I n Fe
chapter denounc e-wdidetcdmpaigh te grevenhsbasvings aft i o n
Chaplimglighas fiaemmpt to control the nationos
violation of the basic democratic principl
chairman also urged readers of his letter td\tee York Timedo ask local theaters
to showLimelightin ordertoprotec four prerogative to see al
efforts of fAaut ho¥iYetdackingalarge mendhershiplsasegr oup s .
and adequate resources, the AVC had no effective means of countering the massive
and highly successful Legion boycottlomelightdiscussed in the previous chapter.
Further, in early 1954, the AVCO0s New J
by the National Conference of Christians and Jews and the Presbyterian churches,

denounced efforts by a unit of the conservative Cethtdar Veterans (CWV) to ban

152 AVC Bulletin November 1956, 4AVC Bulletin June 1958, 1AVC Bulletin,April 1956, 1.

¥see the AVCO6s Motion Picture Chapterods letter to t
New York Times February 7, 1953, 14. For t heerevioesgi onds cam
Chapter.
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showings in Red Bank dthe High Wall an AntiDefamation League educational

film on confronting racial prejudice. As t

does not give anyone the right to decide the likes and dislikesiof ¢ i'Atzens . o

least one local paret¢acher group cancelled its showingrbie High Wallafter the

CWV, citing reports from the New Jersey AQtommunist League, charged that the

film was fApink. o0 However, | oc achllto®adv of f i ci

the filmafter meeting jointly with the Antbefamation League and other area CWV

units, who informed them that the film foc

Polish Catholic family [and] had been shown extensively by Catholic youth groups

and parochial schools.® and su¥Bmesmpuwent!l y r

the AVCOs protest failed to influence the
The AVC nonetheless persistently oppose

Hollywood filmmakers throughtheat e 1950s. I n February 1960

chairman, Mickey Levine, asked the League of Women Voters, the ACLU, trade

uni ons and other | iberal allies to support

against independent film director Sidney Krarwerhis refusal to fire blacklisted

screenwriter Nedrick Young. As Levine told

complacent or too pusillanimous with respect to the bullying tactics of the Legion

Leadership'® In his letter of support to Kramer, Leviper ai sed t he directo

patriotic, truly American position you have taken in resisting the mob pressure of the

184 AVC Bulletin April 1954, 8.
%5 New York TimesMarch 12, 1954, 9.
186 AVC Bulletin February 1960, 3.
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American Legionéto force you to disregard
of ot°hers. o

The AVC al so o0ppo xeédllsfohadeddratingvestgatiors r ep e a
of the ACLU, based on its allegedly fAsubve
of radical s. | mmedi ately after the Legiono
late August 1952 demanding a probe of the AGiyfederal authorities, the group
deplored the action as fia reckless and dan

|l i berty. o The AVC also pointed out that th

anticommuni st record, fAbars Gotnhneu ndiasrtlsi nfgr oo
many Legionnaires, o0 General Douglas MacArt
regarding civil |l i berties policies for occ
chairman Curtis Campaigne, the Legtionds co

it has no clear idea of the real threat of Communism, but that its concept of
O0Americanism6é in truth subverts the meanin
September 1953 convention reiterated its demand for the investigation, the AVC

extoll ed eberdChdbdspointed out that the pr
by the federal government and attacked by
part, theNew York Times o mmended the ACLU as fAda stout d
principles upon which the natonwasinded o6 and for having, #fAde
attacks on religious, racial and political minorities here and likewise in Communists
countries. o ACLU executive director Patric
Legionds 1953 resol uteigono.n VEhhiolued dMaillienma rnno theo

oppose what a man says while defending his

87 New York TimesFebruary 16, 1960, 31.
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he also decl ared, fndbelieves that the struc
guarded today in the face of the danger of the woitttSovi et conspiracy. o
AVC and its liberal allies implied, it was the Legion, not the ACLU, which was
betraying the democratic rights being defended in the Cold War, freedoms for which
all veterans, since the founding, had sacrificed to uphold. ANeheYorkTimes
concluded, #Alt i s t oo ,&saepreserted atlegion many of
conventions, dondét seem to believe in the
vali &htly. o

The AVC also severely criticized the counseibversive activitiesndertaken
directly by the Legion and other veterans groups. In late January 1954, the role of a
l ocal VFW post in Norwalk, Connecticut in
out oO6communistically inclined®é medibers of
these persons to the FBI came to light. News of the Norwalk incident quickly sparked
a national debate among veterans groups concerning the appropriateness of such

activities. The | owa VFW adjutant deplored

¥®On the Legionés calls for the federal government t
ChapterThe Legionds resolution called upon HUAC, the J
Activities Control Board to conduct the investigation. Ségshington Post & Times Heraldugust

28,1952, 5;AVC Bulletin AugustSe pt ember 19 5020 d wi;nk eid eja yoons HAV C,
1953, MS 2144, Ser. 3, Press Releases, box 79, folder 51195864, GL; see the edi't
Civil L Nelw &¥arkiTimess ,Se pt ember 5, 1953, Nev¥grk Timesr Mal i n
September 4, 1953, 7; thi. , September 5, 1953, 14. (Malin als
structure of freedom must be even more zealously guarded today in the face of the danger of-the world
wi de communi $New York TirsegSeptemliery3, 1853, 10.); fortNewYor k Ti me s 6
concluding remark quoted here, Il bid., September 5
Communi sts actually pertained to any figoverning ¢c¢
body backed away from defending the rights ofvitthals such as Julius and Ethel Rosenberg and

Owen Lattimore, while local branches contested these policies and pursued a much more progressive
approach in their civil l i berties activism. Some AC
unwillingness to defend radicals and other victims of McCarthyism founded the Emergency Civil

Liberties Committee (ECLC) in 1951. See Judy Kutuldsee American Civil Liberties Union and the

Making of Modern Liberalism, 1930960(Chapel Hill: University of NortiCarolina Press, 2006); 2

73, 145, 181, 182, 18586.

OO)OO)
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notask d our posts in Il owa to an action

approve of i1t even i f any of them di

reports from el sewhere indicated ot he

reported hisunitoperatd a st atewi de committee to

Communi st activitieso which reported

commander decl ar ed, iwe have been wor

fourteen or fifteen yeaase,0 tilme r\eBEWoOx

Americanism chairman held that such investigative work properly belonged to the

FBI , and decl ar ed, factivities of t hi

charging individuals with being Communists without proof is a proeettaught

with danger to our country. o The AVCOHO

Legionds activities of reporting alle

on Communi sm were fdalien and repugnan

expression, 0 and therefore served to

for resi st. subversion. The AVCOs n

ng

Norwal k incident, -amppoisnme-dubversive acBvitys r o

asakn t o, Athe Kremlin system of

As Maudl in

t e

parents. 0 decl ared, fAWe do

spirit of Americani sm. 0

In an attempt to prevent abuses of civil liberties as occurrbidiwalk,

Maul din i ssued a call on January 29 f

order to develop a figenuine code of ¢

¥ New York Times Januar.y t he
AVCBulletn February 1

9
30, 1954 6; AVC Bulletin February 1954, 1,

30, 1954, 6 . For
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in a time of national crisis. ooth&&ks Maul di n

segment of the nation should set an exampl

claim patriotic legitimacy for this endeavor, the AVC chose February 22,

Washingtonds Birthday,'™as the date for the
Ahead of the proposed meeting, tbennecticut VFW, on February 12,

ordered its affiliates to Awithhold furthe

subversive activiti es WashiBgton Pogepeteda nnounceme

Ai mmedi ately drew a number temfsonganieatioasst s, i n
|l eaders. 0 The national VFW declared that t
and Legion national commander Arthur J. Co

made up of décounter spies or pMaousledciuntdosr s 6 .
call for a conference. In February, tBelletinr e por t ed, dAonly Amvets
Bl inded Veterans Association had indicated
The national commanders of the VFW and the
Monthsl at er, i n May 1954, the AVC reported th

acknowl edgment only, o0 while the Disabled V

respdhse. o

MWEor Mauldinds call for WashingorePost& Tinees Hethidantaryc onf er e n ¢
30, 1954, 6; andAVC Bulletin February 1954, 1, 4.

MEor the Connect iWashingtoW POsl& Times irigh eFebruarg 3, 1954, A. The
responses of the national veteranso6 AYJCBulletfims t o AVCOs
February 1954, 1; and, Lincoln W. Lauterstein, Chai
Commi ssi on on Nayt4;1854,aMS 2144, $en 7, Bubsern 2, Gkneral Correspondence,

box 155, folder 4, (file 1): Cooke, P&ulCorrespondence, 1950954 . 6 The Bl inded Vetera
Associationds commitment consisted of A a personal
conventim 6 s approval. Il bid., GL. For additional i nterna
on the Norwalk case see, Lincoln W. Lauterstein, AF
Annexed Statement, n. d., antheAvVa@ ontthe Radetoe i n , AProposed
Organizations and I ndividuals in the Reporting of A

attachments in, MS 2144, Ser. 7., Ibid, GL. The AVC also used of the Norwalk incident to support its
demands for the adoption of fair @gl procedures by Congressional investigating committees. See
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In late July 1954, the AVC called upon the national commanders of the
Legion, VFW, Cathok War Vet erans and Amvets Ato rep
their | ocal units, as members of New Yor ko

sponsoring a testimonial dinner honoring former McCarthy Subcommittee counsel

Roy Cohn. Their silence, however, fueth  hi ghl i ghted the AVCOSs

influence them. The AVC O6s critique covere

Cohn made against the military in the Army hearings, including their attacks on

Ei senhower 6s | oyalty, abelaldtherassistantGh ei r fAso

David Schine. As the AVCO6s Bill Maul din an

groups, fAWe urge you to place in balance M

and on the other side, President Eisenhower, General Marshall, SeStetaays,

General MacArthur, General Zwicker and the loyal men of our armed forces, and

then to speak out with wus against this mon

still waiting for the veteran4dé groups to
Desptesuch treat ment by the other veterans

nevertheless manage to claim some important victories on the civil liberties front.

nStatement of Andrew E. Ri ce, Executive Director, A
Procedure of the House Rules Committee, February, 25, 1954, MS 2144, Ser. 3, Testimonies, box 77,

folder2: 19501954, GL.

HAVC Urges Veterans Repudiate Cohn Testimonial, o .
Releases, box 79, folder 5: 195054, GL; Bill Mauldin, National Chairman and Andrew E. Rice,

National Executive Director, AVC to Mr. Arthur ConnelNational Commander, American Legion,

Il ndi anapol i s, I N, July 27 1954, Il bid. The AVCG6s | et
Commander in Chief, Veterans of Foreign Wars; Commander Thomas J. Cuite, Catholic War

Veterans, and Mr. Henry Mahgad Nati onal Commander, Amvets., Il bi d.
veterans group should endorse Cohndo given fAhow he n
Schine] through threats and bl ackmail éicelbgi ch ser ved
al | in the armed forces. o0 | bi tNewYédrk BnesJwyr?8,t he AVCOs r

1954, 8. On the G. David Schine affair, see Griffithe Politics of Fear244246. For a detailed

report of the Cohn testimonial dinner, $¢ew York Times July 29, 1954, 9AVC Bulletin September

1954, 1. As |l ate as October, the Baltimore AVC requ
endor sement 0 oAVCBUletn Gwben195ilnner ,
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Beginning in November 1949, the AVCO6s Haryv
defeat the Naval ROTC loyaltybeh r egul ati on forcing member
naval superiors of any fellow students they see at any meetingublarsive

organi zation. o0 The chapterés resolution, s

Senators Lodge and Paul Douglas, termedthesn@r e fia menace t o Amel

freedomo and fAa special threat to the acad
April 1950, the AVC reported, AWord has be
of ficers that the informerbeenstoopbppidégeoh
only at Harvard but at all other <coll eges

1955, the AVC also claimed its protest to President Eisenhower (during an interview
the previous spring,) |l ay behimddr t he Just.i
permitting the tr ansf-sansitivefposts peddingthd e mpl oy e
outcome of agency [loyalty] investigations
Hartford (CT) chapter succeeded in having the Connecticut Board of Education
Ar es camtal vbteyya newly adopted and loosely drawn code for revoking
teacher™ icenses. o

Further, in October 1956, an amicus curiae brief filed by the Washington,
D.C. AVC chapter, in early 1955, helped to overturn a decision by the District
licensing officeto deny a secontand deal&s permit to a witness who had invoked
his Fifth Amendment privileges before HUAC

original order ensured a system of securit

"3For the Harvard ROTC campaign, $8¢C Bulletin, January 1950, 3; a&VC Bulletin April 1950,

2. AVC noted that in its interview with Eisenhower, it had protested the issue of suspensions without

pay for persons undergoing aloyatye cur i ty i nvestigation. i®ee the edit
AVC Bulletin January 1955, 2AVC Bulletin February 1955, 4.

103



would be subject to the vagasiand hostilities of a whole hostafficialdom. 6 Al s o,
the AVC stood alone among veteranso groups
and disability pension rights for James Kutcher, a paraplegic WWII veteran dismissed
from his Veterans Administriain job in 1948 due to his membership in the Socialist
Workers Party, and for making allegedly treasonous statements. The VA reinstated
Kutcher to his job in June 1956, after the U.S. Court of Appeals ruled in his favor. As
the AVC Bulletineditorializedm news of the reinstatement, l
seems to have been holding unpopul ar vi ews
organi?ation. o

As these examples reveal, the AVCO0s act
liberal Cold War Americanism netted somkhaugh very limited, victories. Yet the
groupd6s achievements were not enough to ov
AVC |l acked the Legiondés | arge membership,
it to effectively counter, for example, its picketingd s hut downs of Chapl:i
The complete disregard the Legion and the

to address the civil liberties abuses resulting from théveding activities of their

local units, as in the Norwalk incident, reflectb@ir power. Despite its willingness,

174 0n the DC licensing case se&/C Bulletin March 1955, 4AVC Bulletin May 1955, 3; andAVC

Bulletin, November 1956, 4. On the Kutcher cl855e, AVets F
MS 2144, Ser. 3, Press Releases, box 79, folder 6:1%% 9, GL; AVCO6s executive di
Birkhead,New York Post di t or James Wechsler, and Greater NY CI
SecretaryTreasurer Morris lushewitz, spoke at a New Y@itky rally for Kutcher, AVC Bulletin

February 1956, 4; al so, t RAECBaltktintAmil 19%6)2; editériaf c her Wi ns
ARewar d Af tA¥G Buliktin Yumeal956,,20the government ended its efforts to evict Kutcher

from his feaeral housing project in 1958, leading his (MOYC ) defense committee to conclude its

activities,AVC Bulletin December 1958, 1; in January 1956,Mfesv York Times e por t ed, A The
grounds for the accusation against Kutcher were the unsworn and unsd@ssegion of an

unidentified informant that he had heard Kutcher, in 1950 or 1951, urge strikes to paralyze the
Government, defile the American flag, and say that
crooks who oppress thiee ewWorntloirn@l peNewRivakdings 8d e Ttr eas or
January 11, 1956, 12; for the gross unfairness of K
monthly pension for his wartime injuries, 9dew York TimeDecember 31, 1955, 1.
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early on, to confront McCarthy, many raakdfile veterans, even some from within

the AVC, identified with the Senator as a fellow veteran and anticommunist, while

embracing him as a Cold War hero. The decision oSt#eate Subcommittee on

Constitutional Rights, chaired by McCarthy foe Missouri Democrat Tom Hennings,

in September 1955 to have the Legion act a
Constitution Day hearings, held to celebrate théhja?miversarypf the Bill of

Rights and to solicit ways of strengthening them, underscored its political influence

over the Congress, and within the politica
conservative Americanism, t hmedlthegi onds rep
Subcommi ttee, ATo determine the extent to
protection against those who would defy the Congress, deceive the courts, destroy the
Government, and enslave the people while proclaiming that the Constitutiohisrohi

their being unmasked. o0 I n voicing its prot
the AVC petitioned the Subcommittee in absentia. While the group congratulated the
commi ttee for its efforts fAto bsiohswfar Kk our
which Chief Justice Warren has spoken, 0 it
before it as fia travesty. o Further, the AV
But how can your subcommittee, faced with
as spokesman, in the field of civil and other constitutional rights, for all the veterans

who have sacrificed t Y°Theeanpalingmaturetokthatlr ee o f

>0On the Senate Subcomnt t ee ds s el ect Washingorf Post &Temed Herglil on s e e,

September 8, 15. Former national commander Don Wil s
for reportage of the Subcommitt WashigtorhPest&%measgs, i ncl u
Herald, September 18, 1955, AtCarthQactiosseae &itiffithe Henni ngsbés
Politics of Fear 178181, passim; 182, 18B 8 4 , 185, 282. For AVCOGs statemen
selection see, ALegi on A jtpesa Constitutienal Rightsctabeled Senat e Sub
0Travestydo September 14, 1955, MS 24A9%AGL, Ser. 3, Pr



guestion became all the more evident as the AVC tackled the other major component
of its Americanism program, the pressing issue of securing full civil rights for the

nat i on 6-Amedchnrcitizers.n

AVC Bulletin September 1953; see the editorial, nHAYOBuetnThi s Man S|
October 1955, 2; andNew York TimesSeptember 14, 1955, 37.
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Chapter 4The AVC and the Fight for Civil Rights

In its 1956 Memorial Day commemoration, the Springfield, Massachusetts
AVC Chapteo bserved that, #fAln the present days
meaning of Memorial Day becomes ever more clear to all of us. This is the time for
dedication to the great principles of our American cdelloerty and justice for all.
All citizens shaild take time to contemplate their contributions to these greatdgoals
for increased brotherhood and understanding at home and for the extension of liberty
and democracy abroad. o6 Furthermore, it dec
men and women who ge their lives so that our ideals might survive. We can best
honor their memory by increasing the importance of the individual and his freedom.
Our nation has become great and envied because of this emphasis and we shall
maintain our place as long as weess this concept. In the wonldde struggle
against Communism and other totalitarian movements, this has been our most
i mportant psychological weapon. o Later tha
in Boston (MA) decl ar eydfl1956 fieedom @infl g@dcaint hi s V
many places are in short supply. There is no freedom in parts of our own country
where freedombs mant | e doveteranmveetfoughtdord on al
way of life that permitted no secofthsscitizenshipGovernment, business, labor
and the church are marching ahead in the s
organizations are lagging behind. As citizezterans we should lead this vital

ef fH%t . o

" AvVC Bulletip June, 1956, 3:; f@ANational Board of the Amer
Statement, 0 November 11, 1954, MS 2144, Ameri can Ve
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These commemorations underscore the importance of @upturalism in
shaping the language of liberal Americanism articulated by many veterans to address
their concerns about racial inequality and injustice they confronted in 1950s. As Gary
Gerstle has shown, cultural pluralism, or the notion of equalitydesiwliffering
racial and ethnic groups came to the forefront of American consciousness during and
immediately after WWII. While government wartime propaganda emphasized the
ideals of tolerance and brotherhood among all people to foster national unity, the

revelations of Nazi atrocities in the death camps further increased its acceptance

among many Americar3/Al so, the melding of pluralist

War goals evident in these two events reflected what Mary Dudziak has recently
identifedas one of the postwar civil rights

induce federal officials to respond to its demands. As Dudizak has shown, reformers

Releases, box 79, folder 89551959, Special Collections Research Center, Gelman Library, George
Washington University, Washington, DC (hereinafter: MS 2144, Ser 3., Press Releases, AVC Records,
GL).

mo v

Y"For Gerstleds discussi on o fWockingCltassAmdricamismuThea | i s m, s ¢

Politics of Labor in A Textile City, 1911960(New York: Cambridge University Press, 1989), 289

302. As Gerstle notes, in the i mmediate fpost war

based construct i odhmanywokene especiadyradisals, used to hssert what

they claimed as their rights to equal power with capital. While emphasizing the equality and unity of

all religious creeds, races and ethnicities, pluralism relegated working class Americanisncesf¢o
class animosities between | abor and capital as
message of national cultural unity marginalized appeals based on divisive class distinctions, the Cold
War, in turn, by shattering the prewderatleft alliance and suppressing radical dissent, further
diminished clas$based critiques of economic inequality within {eftcenter reform languages. As
Dudziak notes, iThe primacy of anticommeni sm i
narrowspacefoc r i ti ci sm of the status q dbasedsocialthangs,, i

n
k e

yea

anot

pos
pt

or a |linking of race and cl ass, of f the agenda. 0 L
constricted, fADurin@mehe caarilsyndCaladneWdaro yyeari d,end i f i

the status quo, and the wunqualified GbheliVarnse of
Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Democ(Beiyceton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2000), fn B, 259, and 13. For two excellent examinations of the demise of the dibktralliance and

the resulting eclipse of clagmsed economic critiques in the 1940s Cold War period see, Patricia
Sullivan,Days of Hope: Race and Democracy in the New DeallErapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 1996) and, Nel son Lichtenstein

Amer

and

Labor, Radicals, and t hgouriabof Amgricad Higtorgy5, NB.i3ght s Mo v e men

(December 1988): 78811.
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devel oped a Cold War <civil rights discours
War needs to thcause of racial justice. In using this language, civil rights advocates
played upon the desire of United States foreign policy makers to project an unsullied
i mage of American democracy in order to co
win hearts ananinds abroad, especially among populations of color in Asia and
Africa. By drawing attention to the gap be
the harsh realities of racial inequality, reformers sought to pressure the government
into accepting theidemands for expanding civil rights at home. As Dudziak has
noted, fAFoll owing WWII, anything that wunde
democracy was seen as threatening world peace and aiding the Soviet aspirations to
domi nat e '®m the corextlofdzondervative era, and confronted with
considerable resistance to racial change, Cold War discourse gave reformers an
ability to create political space in order to advance their agenda.
As these commemorations suggests, by incorporating Cold War civa right
discourse into its Americanism program for racial reform, the AVC played an integral
role in the construction of the 1950s <ci vVvi
deployment of liberal Americanism in pursuit of racial justice, serves to further call
into question and complicate notions of a single conservative Americanism at work in
the 1950s. Throughout the decade, the AVC used Cold War liberal Americanism in
an effort to advance fundamental civil rights change across a broad range of areas
affecting Ameican life, including private and public sector employment, housing, the

active duty military, and the administrat:

178 Mary L. Dudziak,Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Demodfaiyceton,
NJ: Princeton University Press, 200@}-1 5; f or Duzi akds quot e, Il bid., 27.
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involving education and health care. Nonet
application of liberbBAmericanism discourse to the cause civil rights reform, its

notable lack of success in realizing its goals points to, and underscores, the

dominance of the conservative Americanism wielded by its adversaries in this period.

The AVC served asoneofdh nati onds most deter mi ned ¢
advocates for civil rights advancement in
reorganization in early 1952 -mmphasized its commitment to civil rights as one of
the two pillars of its postwar Americanism program, #yat April, it could rightly
announce that, Awergqari 2ati om|fyi ysiemgnkor
in its fight to protect and advance civil liberties, the AVC promoted civil rights
reform by highlighting the contradictions between Amercs st at ed commi t me
ensuring freedom and equal rights of citizenship to all, and its undemocratic tolerance
of racial inequality. By pointing out that segregation and other manifestations of
racial injustice fed the Soviet propaganda mill, the AVGga to exploit the
countryodos anxieties over the possibilities
winning the external Cold War.

As the AVC pushed forward on the civil rights front, it served as a key ally
within the larger network of liberal orgeations, civil rights groups and individuals
working on behalf of tolerance and racial justice. In 1951, the ADL provided funds
and resources to set up the AVCO6s first an

famed populisprogressive NebraskaSemat ) t o honor fithe AVC cha

9 For this 1952 program commitment see, Memorandum, L.C. Pakiser, AVC National iggecut
Director to All Chapter Chairmen, May 15, 1952, MS 2144, AVC Records, Ser. 7, General
Correspondence, Subseries 2, Cooke,d&&drrespondence., 19502, box 155, folder 5: 1955
1959, GL (hereinafter Ser. 7, SubserA¥,C Bulletin April 1952, 2.
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council or area council which has, during the preceding year performed the most

outstanding service in the field of civil rights. The AVC also developed close

collaborative ties to the National Conference of ChristarsJews (NCCJ,) the

annual sponsor of national ABrotherhood We

understanding and cooperationo among Prote

abol i ti egnr ooufp fApirnetjeurdi ceso from American | i f

WashingtorD. C. chapter and NCCJ &mons@é¢daveaetl and ar e

exhibit on improving Ahuman relations, o fe

AVC also regularly promoted the NCCJO6s wor

and other veterans thrgh its national newspapérhe AVC Bulletinin late 1955, the

New Jersey State AVC joined together with

Human Relations, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People

(NAACP,) and the AntDefamatonLague of Bonai B6rth (ADL)

AiBrotherhood in Actiono e®hibit at the New
Throughout the 1950s, nationally and locally, the AVC and the NAACP

maintained close bonds and a strong working alliance. In May 1950, the NAACP

District of Columbia Branch honored the AV

considerable work in filing Supreme Court

rights of minoFebieary A9S5D2, ihemgdoup con-

Br ot herhood Award, o on NAACP executive secrt

WiReport of Committee on the George Norris Award fc
MS 2144 AVC Records, Ser. 7, Subser. 1, box 150, folder 6: General Correspondence, (file 2) 1945

1961.AVC Bulletin March 19511; Ibid., May 1952 1; Leorard Aries, Executive Director, AVC

Washington, DC Region to Dr. Paul Cooke, Exec. Committee, Washington, DC AVC Chapter No. 1,

Nov 18, 1954, AVC Recor dsg Corfespondende, boxSlgohfslder5.(fle2 , A Co ok
2): 19551959, GL;AVC Bulletn, Jan. 1952, 4; Ibid., December 1955, 3.
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1957, the AVC entered an amicus brief back
against Al abamads attempt to thwart its ac
aninterracialor gani zation in violation of the staf
National Planning Board (NPC) meeting in Chicago featured NAACP Chief Counsel
Thurgood Marshall as its fihonored guest an
told the NAACP nationalconventio t hat , AWe are proud to be
the common goal d*Earfjyind356, AVC repasted thatlitd men . o
Cleveland Freedom Chapter filed an amicus brief supporting the NAACP school
desegregation suit in Hillsboro, Ohio. When the AMCApril, 1950, sought to

reestablish its organizational presence in St. Louis (MO) following its bruising
factional fight to oust its Communist memb

NAACP to lay out its past four years record of successful work balbef the group

in Tul sa, Okl ahoma. As Pakiser noted, nln
Branch of the NAACP through our AVC contacts, in labor unions, the university, and
womends groups, over 100 white mewbers, wh

the first genuinely interracial NAACP Bran
Witherspoon, AWe fight Jim Crow wherever h
opposition to discrimination ®Gomoqse of the

recentyaf t er the groupbs fierce and publicized

181 AVC Bulletin May, 1950, 6; on Whité)Vashington Post & Times HeralBebruary 16, 1952, B2.;

AVC Bulletin Oct, 1957, 1; Ibid., April, 1956,1; Ibid., July, 1954, 1. NAACP Executive Secretary Roy

Wilkens reaffrmed the relationship in the spring of 1955 when acknowledged a congratulatory letter to

his organization from AVC: iwe of the NAACP are pro
Veterans Committee and we look forward to cooperation on mutual problemsim f AMCur e . O

Bulletin, May 1955, 2.

182avc Bulletin Feb, 1956, 3; L.C. Pakiser, Executive Director to Mr. Robert Witherspoon, President,

St. Louis Branch NAACP, April 12, 1950, MS 2144, AVC Records, Series 9, Local Chapters

(hereinafter Ser. 9), box @9folder 10: Brooklyn, New York Chapter #31, 195859, GL.
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renewalofantr ed hysteria nationally, Pakiser s i
likely an attempt to convey to Witherspoon that the AVC was safe to work with.

The AVC also workean civil rights with a number of leading House and
Senate advocates, such as lllinois Senator Paul H. Douglas. As one of the foremost
Democratic Party Senate leaders behind the push in Congress for enactment of a
national civil rights bill, Douglas not &nheld membership in the AVC, from at least
1956, he also served on the groupo6s Nation
important civil rights ally in the House, was WWII combat veteran and New York
liberal Republican Jacob Javits, who joined the AVClowg after its inception.
Also, leading civil rights advocate Congressmen Charles C. Diggs, an African
American Democrat representing Detroit, (MI), joined Douglas on the NAC in early
fall, 1956:%°

The AVC also maintained an active presence in major reghts conferences
and rallies. In January 1950, AVC joined with 3,500 delegates originating from some
60 national groups, in the National Emergency Civil Rights Mobilization in
Washington, D.C. held by participadnts, @A t
the entire Truman Civi l Ri ghts -rfRembegr am. 0 |
delegation, led by its national chairman Michael Straight, to the Washington D.C.
meeting of the Leadership Conference on Ci

Walter Whie. The delegation gathered with its fellow liberal coalition members,

183 For DouglasAVC Bulletin September 1956, 1, and Ibid., March, 1958, 1; on Javits, Ibid., May,

1954, 3. Javits served in combat in both the European and Pacific Theaters with the Cherfécal Wa

Service from 19411944. See his biographical entry ihe Biographical Directory of the United

States Congress, 17-RYesentat http://bioguide.congress.ggvor Diggs,AVC Bulletin September,

1956,1 On Douglasdéds civil rights | eadership generally
see NicholsA Matter of Justice: Eisenhower and the Beginning of the Civil Rights Revol(itiew

York: Simon Schuster, 2007350, 161, 238,246 and258.0r Javi t s6s «ci v,i3d, rights a
248, 253.
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including the ADL, the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) Americans for
Democratic Action (ADA,) and the American Federation of Labor (AFL), as White
decl ared, ftnod vfooirc et hoeura ddoepntai on of a maj or i
enactment of the civil rights program, and to make known to Congress and to political
| eaders our firm intention of holding them
1956, AVC members from across thaintry met with 3,000 civil rights activists at a
threeday fiassembly for Civil Rights, 0 in Wash
Anati onal |l abor, religious and civic group
participated in a rally of over 14,000aéNv  Yor k Ci t ydos Madi son SqLu
demand progress in civil rights and Ato ra
this field.o The rallyés evening program f
Falk, an AVC member and WWII veteran, evberved as master of ceremonies, and
AVC honorary member Eleanor RooseVvéft.

Aside from private sector meetings, the AVC also sought to ensure its
affiliates full participation in governmental bodies set up to carry out civil rights
mandates. For exampl®llowing and the creation of the national Civil Rights
Commission (CRC) required by the 1957 Civil Rights Act, the AVC asked all
members and local chapters to suggest names for service on the state level advisory

committees that the Commission empoweasdhe voice of local communities on

matters of joint concern. For its part, AVC headquarters set up a National Office of

18%avC Bulletin January, 1950, 1, and, lbid., January, 1952, 1; on the rallies, Ibid., March, 1956, 1,

and, I bid., May, 1956, 1. Faul kds careerncyn radio a
a firm used by the advertising agencies to screen o
communi st . Faul kds ordeal i s coveFeardOnirial hi s own acc

(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1983) and in, Michaat@&,John Henry Faulk: The Making of A
Liberal Mind, A Biography(Austin, TX: Eakin Press, 1993).

114



Transmission to the Commission to ensure that suggested state committee nominees
reached the CRE?

As a matter of policy, the AVC pcticed thorough racial integration. As
executive director Lou Pakiser informed th
1950, AThe AVCéi s tbdrganizatior that hasansistad uporeat er an s
completely democratic membership policy. We have no gatgd chapters. We will
not tolerate segr-AmgeaidanvetaransalsolfeMkey 06 Af r i can
leadership positions in the AVC. In January 1954, Robert A. Thompson, a charter
member of the Atlanta (GA) chapter, joined the National Planning Committe®) (NP
which along with the National Administrative Committee (NAC), comprised one of
AVCbés Atwo top governing bodies. 0

Columbia University Law School graduate Grant Reynolds served on both the
NPC and NAC. His background includedcgairmanship of A.Phifi Randol phoés
Committee Against Jim Crow in the Military, established by A. Philip Randolph, in
early 1948, to encourage President Truman to desegregate the armed forces (with the
threat of mass civil disobedience to the draft.) Paul Cooke, a professashington,

D.C. 6s Minor Teachers College (a black col
served on the NPC and the National Executive Committee from 1958 and in

the late 1950s, he was a member of the National AVC Board and the National Affairs

Commi ssion chair man. In | ate April 1957, Ch
el ection as AVC6s chairman, its highest po
nati onal veterans organization. o As a top

18AVC Bulletin May, 1958, 1.
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Fund, Ming arguediumerous civil rights cases, including those involving school
desegregation, before the U.S. Supreme C8urt.

The notion that achieving full civil rights for African Americans was essential
to provide the nation with the necessary strength to prevaiisiges Cold War
adversaries permeated the AVCO6s rhetoric.
told national convention delegates in 1953
democratic tradition: no person shall enjoy less of liberty or opportunity thyan an
ot her person. 0 Hiureachirg ounsecoed goahfd/C is éffact e d
establishing itself as a committee of the whela,sort ofAmericanActivities
Committee. For as our platform states, 6O0Ou
demons r ati on at home of the fact of Freedom.
all segregation and discrimination and at the same time to be alert to the danger of
Sovieti nspired subversion.o Similarly, in Jan
Andrew Riceinbr med t he Senated6s Subcommittee on (
establishment of a permanent national commission on civil rights would shine a
continuous spotlight on the remaining inequalities in a society which still denies some

of the #fAi naltih nwahoilceh ralglhtmedn war e endowed. 0O

18 pakiser to Witherspoon, April 12, 1950, MS 2144, AVC Records, Ser. 9, Local Chapters, box 190,

folder 10: Brooklyn, Newrork Chapter #31, 1950 9 5 9 , GL. As Pakiser- also note
racial Chapters in all parts of the United States, including Atlanta, Georgia; Tulsa, Oklahoma; Jackson,

Mi ssissippi; Austin, Texas and a bid Whenbercanefo ot her ci
the NPC, Thompson also served as Associate Secretary of the Atlanta Urban Lea@§\V€ see

Bulletin, January, 1954, 2. Reynolds had also served-aswasel of the Negro Labor Committee, was

an ACLU activist, and president of the WhRkains (NY) NAACAVC Bulletin February, 1955, 2,

and | bid., February, 1952, 1. Randol phds Committee
in early 1948, to prod President Truman to desegregate the armed forces on the threat of mass civil

disokedience to the draft. See Dudzi&lgld War Civil Rights 8 5 . For Cookedbs backgrou
resume in MS 2144, AVC Records, ser. 7, subser. 2, box 155, folder 5 (file 2),: Cooke, Paul

Correspondence, 19856959, GL. Mi ngbs WWI Imfrintierankoflhty ser vi ce
Army private to captain. In addition to law professorships at Howard University and the University of
Chicago, Ming also served as Il linois GoVhernor AdI a

Washington Post & Times HerthlApril, 28, 1957, B9.
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commission, Rice warned, could imperil the nation in a final Armagetkien
showdown with the Soviets. fAAs veterans of
communist totalitarians, we want the dark&mnedpeoples of the worldl the
maj ority of oub toprowwedeliévein gruality Else tvé nan
find them ranged against us in a final struggle which could leave no veterans of
mankind®at all .o

The AVCOs executi ve dieclkoedtithisthemekhisennet h M
July 1955 testimony to a House Judiciary Subcommittee in support of civil rights
| egi sl ation. AAs veterans we have also bee
stopping the aggressor nations and winning the peace. We have suppeatedes
to achieve physical strength for our nation and the free world. This struggle requires
more. The conflict with the Soviet Union is not carried on alone with guns and bombs
and planes. It is also a moral struggle for the minds and loyalty of\Wegive the
skilled Russian propagandists another weapon when we fail to protect the rights of
our own citizens. 0 While Birkhead I inked i
facilitate the nationds nationathlrokecuri ty
in fostering a strong and vibrant 0oAmeri can
he told the committee, #fAis the fact that o
legislatiddn. It is at the same time a moral problem and a spaoidical and
econanic problem. The passage of major civil rights legislation would be good for

the American spirit, the American community, American education, the American

¥’See Campai gn e d"national poovertion f%/C Bufletin 1 Dec, 1953, 6; for F
comment s, AVeterans Call for Civil Rights Legislat
Series. 3, Official Statements efteinafter Ser. 3), Press Releases, box 79, folder 5:19%0, GL.
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political struct ur®ByanidmpAniecraitciaonn b uBsiirnkehsesa. d

on the essentiable of reform in reinvigorating the American nation meant that to

oppose it would be an act of4mmericanism aiding the Soviets. Further, while

framed as a national security issue, it also broadened the need for reform to include

the need for addressinga@al and economic problems associated with racial

inequality deemed essential to the nationo
The groupbés focus on employment discrim

destructive effects of racial inequality on the American way of life by frusgramne

of its most precious and foundational ideals: the belief that the individual was free to

do better by working hard in an occupation of his own choosing. Failure to end racial

bias in employment Birkhead noted, undercut individual faith in the wgskar the

nationds entire economic system. Al think

of American capitalism is that an individual may better his economic status to the

extent that his abilities and esncdrgies emp

freedom and equality of opportunity have made our nation great. But as so long as

any person is denied the right to compete on the basis of abilities without the arbitrary

barrier of racial or religious discrimination, for so long is the Americaal idet

realized. 6 What al/l of this also implied,

individuals could not believe in the American system of capitalism, they might be

susceptible to embracing its alien othe8oviet collectivism. This thought may have,

atl east i n part, informed Birkheadds testim
BiStatement of Kenneth M. Birkhead, Executive Direc
Subcommittee, No. 2 in support of <civil ,Barghts | egi

3, Testimonies, box 77, folder 3: 194959, GL.
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that fHAevery employer should abide by the A
o p p or t*Ruitheryin aa era in which comparisons of the superiority of
American and Soviet econoasystems became the material for high politics
propaganda exchanges between Cold War rivals, such as the fixeshchev
kitchen debate at the 1959 Moscow trade shi@imstitutionalized economic
inequality based on race that sullied the U.S. image, gmithtially be utilized by
the enemy.

Fighting job bias remained a primary fo
I n Iate 1951, the groupds NAC denounced th
on Government Compliance, set up to prevent racial digzation in Korean War
defense contracts as fnexcellent material f
Unli ke WWII&6s Fair Empl oyment Practices (F

review compliance procedures and recommend changes, but not enforcEvaem.

those recommendati ons the AVC noted were 0
Defense Mobilization. o6 Although the AVC ap
courageo in setting up the agency, it crit

endeavwvarsé safaff to placate the racist minor
situation, the AVC put its energies behind the fight for a national FEPC bill, modeled

on the more potent WWII agency. In early 1950, it mobilized its national office

resources and ittate and local chapters to help end the Senate filibuster blocking

passage of the Dbill. Battles also took pl a

189g | rkhead, fABefore the House Judiciary Subcommitte
July 27, 1955, Ibid., GL

19%n the Moscow Trade Show kitchen debate generally see, James T. RaBeaisd Expectations:

The United States, 194B8)74(New York: Oxford University Press, 1996), 317.
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(UT) unit, that same year, remained the only veterans organization to join the state
campaign. In Julyt950, AVC units affiliated to the Pennsylvania Council for a State
FEPC; and reported in January 1951 that t

organi zing committee into what we hope wi

linked its fight foraneffeci ve FEPC t o Col d War goals. As

New York Civil Rights chairman, decl ared

10"anniversary, held at FDR&6s Hyde Park est

skilled manpower that results from job distination is seriously undermining

h

P
C

Americads defense effort. o When Shugaar,

first anniversary of the Korean fighting, o

the event. Also, when the national AVC, in Octob& 511, cal |l ed wupon Tr ur

quit stallingo on FEPC, it declared, #dAthe

worl d, 6that we mean what we®say when we t
The AVC also vigilantly opposed racial discrimination in public sector

employment. In April1950, the group urged Congress to defeat a bill intended to

block a February ruling by the Fair Employment Practices Board of the Civil Service

Commission opening plate making apprenticeships to blacks employed at the Bureau

of PrintngandBgr avi ng for the first time in the

¥I0n the CGC6s pr obl e riype &EPCAVC Budletig Retembef, 89651, on F DR
national bill lobbying, Ibid., May 1950, 2.; on Utah, Ihidecember, 1950, 5.; on the DC Chapter,

Ibid., May, 1950, 4.; on the Pennsylvania FEPC Council., to which the VFW also joined, Ibid., July,
1950, 4.; and, I bid., Januar y,AVC Bulletin Jung, 195FEor Sh

uga
7;1bid.,O¢ ober, 1951, 8. Trumandéds backtracking on FDRS®

an advisory body in 1945, followed by his late 1940s unwillingness to ruffle the Dixiecrat coalition in
Congress by firmly pushing for a permanent commission, helped ahatitbe issue persisted into the
1950s, see James B. Gilhekhother Chance, Postwar America 19885 (Belmont, CA:

Wadsworth Publishing Co., 1986),-18; and, see Pattersdarand Expectationsl44, 149150. But

a
S

as David Nichols has recently shovthi senhower 6s August 1953 authorizat

Committee on Government Contracts effectuated a federal level equivalent of an FEPC in actual

practice, which won t he MutRrAdAQ®sHice3437’r ai se, see Nichol s
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whitesonly hiring practices of the Bureau, the bill voided an apprenticeship
examination mandated by the Commission, which many blacks, in this instance all
WWII veterans, passed in Mdrc As the AVC noted, the legislation, sponsored by
segregationists Southern Democrats in the House and Senate, effectively closed off
Aprintmeakiplipatepprentice Jjobs to Negro empl c
the right to these jobs through competit e e x a MiAhhaugh terHouse
passed the bill May 1, 1950, the Senate declined to take it u Finally, in late January
1951, the campaign to open pkabaking jobs to blacks, begun three years earlier,
ended victoriously when the Bureau appointed(d&k veterans to apprenticeships.
But the AVC apparently had little, if any, influence on the outcome Affe
Americann n f act attri buted the campaignds succ
case, and the agitation of the United Public Workéesunion representing the
veterans, fAwhich has spear hesaldiegstatusdfi s f i gh
the apprentices, th&fro-Americanlisted the Elks, Council of Negro Churches in
America, and the local (black) American Legion, among tharoegtions that
supported the campaign, but not the AVE.
At the state level, in some instances at least-paditioned AVC members
instituted fair hiring practices. In April 1955, for example, Bdletin reported that
Bergen County (NJ) chapter memli® Louis Tonti, as the state Highway
Aut horitydés acting executive -director, A ha

di scrimination claus®s in all Authority co

192AVvC Bulletin May 150, 4.

193 The May 1 House action on the bill isAVC Bulletin May 1950, 4The AfreAmerican January
27,1951, 12.

194 AVC Bulletin, April, 1955, 3.
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The AVC also fought job bias at Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) facilities
inthe South.Indt e s ummer , 1951, the AVCO6s Southerrt
widespread racial discrimination by contractors at AEC sites at Oak Ridge, (TN),
Paducah, (KY) and Ellenton, (SC). In these locations, the group maintained that the
AEC fAst eadi |apdate theft airmrabarof large northern corporations hire
without color bars. Absent such restrictions, the Southern chapters noted, the firms
freely, fHnadapted their employment practice
AEC permitted segregatedeaty ar eas and the relegation of
construction workers to jobs as dAunskill ed
plants. In a resolution denouncing these practices, the southern chapters drew upon
the patriotic authority of their membes 6 s t &dldiers and lhera Qold War
Americanism rhetoric to depict the agency as unpatriotic and thoroughly hypocritical.
AAs veterans of World War 11, joined toget
we strongly protest these undemoargtiactices... They are doubly reprehensible in
federal operations which are designed to build weapons for the defense of the very
democratic principles which are being viol
protests in letters to the AEC and Prestdemman, as th8ulletin reported,
Afdemanding that the government adhere to A
discrimination and segregation in its plagt®

As the AVC argued, by producing atomic weapons the AEC advanced the

countryos Co lgainst\WetantialdRessisnmss®lesattaecks. By permitting

195 AVC Bulletin AugustSeptember, 1951, 1,5. For a social and labor history of the postwar Oakridge,
TN plants, see Russell B. Olwelit Work in the Atomic City: A Labor and Social History of Oak
Ridge, Tennesse@noxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2004).
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segregation, however, the agency betrayed the nation by failing to uphold the

principles for which the Cold War was being waged. By ending segregation, the AEC

would both keep faith with the sacrifeenade in the name of racial equality in the

|l ast war, and demonstrate its loyalty to t
But these arguments failed to overcome Congressional conservative

opposition to the creation of a strong F3fgle FEPC. They alstid not induce

Presidents Truman or Eisenhower to provide their respective government contract

committees, created to police discrimination by contractors on federal projects, with

the kind of resources and strong enforcement powers they required to make

substantial progress against employment discrimination possible. Instead, the

authority both administrations granted to the contract committees paid deference to

the power of segregationists and other conservatives in Congress. As historian Hugh

DavisGraam has noted, AThey were offered in re&e

they were designed to give minimal offense to a conservigareng Congress

whose memories of Rooseveltds FEPC conjure

Re c o n s t P°Uihug, despite.the commitmemade by AEC director Fletcher

Wall er to black civil rights advocates in

sincere effort to 6i mproveb6o empl oyment pr

of ficials found that major chedRadwah] f i r ms

For discussion of Trumanés Committee on Gover nment
Conmmittee on Government Contracts and the politics that shaped their lack of enforcement powers,

and hence their ineffectiveness, see Hugh Davis GrahaenCivil Rights Era: Origins and

Development of National Policy, 194@72(New York: Oxford University Ress, 1990), 1-48. For

Grahamdés quot e, Il bid., 16.
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(KY) sites Aused and trained | arge numbers

the run around to colored [workers] seekin
The AVC also attacked one of the major continuing stumbling blocks to civil

rights reform, the se of Senate Rule 22, which permitted-llzed segregationists

among Southern Democrats to endlessly filibuster reform bills unlesthivs of

the full Senate, not just those Senators who happened to be in the chamber at a given

time, voted cloture torel debate and permit a vote. While giving due respect to the

Constitutionds concerns for protecting min

Rule 22 reform used liberal Americanism to characterize Dixiecrat filibustering as not

only undemocratic, bualso, as an unpatriotic impediment undermining Cold War

national defense priorities. As then national chairman Michael Straight testified in

October 1951, in support of New York Senat
bill, Ait | s ueerslacontin b guardnteaproteetimgythe aght oft

thorough debate. We dondét want to see | egi
But he added, fa majority has a right to

court, 6 to pgloceedetbatae wmtdeéWe are tired ¢
minority repeatedly frustrate the will of the majority to expand our American

freedoms and serve the general welfare. o F
emergency, when at any time we may befmonted with new acts of communist

aggression, the Senate must be able to act speedily on measures essential to national
security. Senators dedicated to the extension of equal rights to all Amériaads

they are a majority of Senatérdrave long soughht enactment of President

Trumandés Civil Rights PrograméThey must th

197 The AfreAmerican September 8, 1951, Mew York TimesOctober 12, , 1951, 27.
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these proposals to the floor of the Senate, in the knowledge that the filibuster they

touch off cannot, under the present rule, be stopped by clotdrthairtheir efforts to

make American democracy a reality for all Americans may delay or prevent the

enact ment of neces®ary security measures. 0
Yet the groupds contention that Rule 22

democracy and Cold War national sety interests failed to generate support for

reform. Unable to gain sufficient Senate backing to achieve their goal, the AVC and

its liberal allies continued work for change, but reform eluded them for the remainder

of the decade. In 1957, the AVC prailses chapters in California for conducting a

ALetters to the Editorso campaign Ato arou

in November 1958, a coalition of the AVC and 16 other liberal organizations,

including the NAACP, ADA, and the ACLU, advoedtadoption of a majority

cloture rule, and asked Senate Majority Le

Ospurious compromi sesd to |imit debate in

Acompromi sed rul e change -thidbofthaesenaonsgi neer e

present to vote cloture, ensured him large Southern support and, consequently, the

defeat of the majority rule proposal liberals endorsed. AatlteeAmerican

characterized the outcome, fino substanti al

whi ch throws an arm of protection around th

3 St atement of Michael Straight, National Chairman,

Rule Before the SenateRes Commi ttee, 0 October 2, 1951, MS 2144

Testimonies, box 77, folder 2: 198@54, GL. At this same hearing, NAACP Executive Secretary, and

AVC ally, Walter White also invoked Cold War language. In referring to recent Soviet olistisiti

at the Japan peace treaty conference, White obs

techniques of delay which had been perfected on
i ff
r

decl ared, fAWe chal |l en gat beawean Giomykd andaMississgpmi Sehator d i
James O.] East!l and Washingtbn Psst & T8nsesiHeral@dtobdr 3, 195121 st e
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reinforced the status quo, since both President Kennedy andPx&saent Johnson
refused to expose their legislative agendas to likely attacks by segregationists by
supporting firther changes to Rule 2% As the fate of the Rule 22 campaign
demonstrates, calculations of raw power politics, rather than Cold War rhetoric,
determined the course of domestic civil rights reform in these years.
The AVC also worked to advance racial aliy in housing. For example, in
1953, the AVC filed an amicus brief in the Supreme Court Basews v. Jacksgn
which confronted the issue of whether persons who had contractually agreed to the
terms of a restrictive covenant, could be held liablerfonetary damages for
breaking its conditions by selling their p
If the Court ruled that the parties could be held liable for breaking the covenant
contract, it would serve to undo its 1948 covenant decisiamsh held that courts
could not use their authority to enforce the discrimination such restrictive contracts
required. Framing the issues at stake within liberal Americanism, the AVC declared,
AThe Court now has anot her poiptpabout uni ty to
American democracy and genuine freedoms. 0
Barrows t he group declared, fiWwWe in the [ AVC]

very formation of our natiocwide organization during World War Il was based on

199AVC Bulletin January, 1957, Washington Post & Times Heraldpvember, 20, 1958, A19; see

theeditorih A Si | ent AEQRulletnt i Monwee mder , 1958, 2; AAVC Demar
Revi sion Senate Rule XXII to Curb Filibuster, Janua
79, folder 6:19581 959, GL; on passage of JohknlorestarRisifigc o mpr o mi s
Lyndon Johnson and His Times, 190860(New York: Oxford University Press, 1991), 54lhe

Afro-American January 24, 1959, 4, the positions of Kennedy and Johnson on Rule 22 are in, Robert

Dallek, Flawed Giant, Lyndon Johnson and Hignes, 19611973(New York: Oxford University

Press, 1998), 31. A Senate rule adopted in 1975 permits cloture byiftreef the full chamber (or

60 of 100 Senators) versus the tthirds previously required. See Gregory J. Wawro and Eric

Shickler,Filibuster: Obstruction and Lawmaking in the U.S. Sep@einceton, NJ and Oxford:

Princeton University Press, 2006), 2867.
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thedesire to continue our fight in peacetime for our finest democratic beliefs and

institutions, while continuing our fight against the undemocratic arémerican
attitudes that one particular race or skin
In March 1955AVC Bulletint er med segregated housing, fAou

and excoriate

(@Y

chall enge in America today,
of Veterans Administration and Federal Housing Authority that resulted in
Agoverfinam@ntoghett osd. o0 |t also | abeled the
60Typhoid Maryd of segregated housing. o0 Lat
commended Vicé’resident Richard Nixon, Senator Estes Kefauver and Oscar
Chapman #fAfor opposimsg ptelhée ai mstinmgi ¢toi vdredcovea
in Washington, D.G%

The AVCO0s fair housing activism in New
1956, AVC member James Sheuer, chairman of the Housing Advisory Council of the
State Commission against Housing Discriminatiwon the Walter White Award for
promoting fair housing practices in New Yo
efforts to obtain fair housing in New York often focused attention on Cold War
concerns. As A-bdh@rnan ShaaleyiNoEgeth toldsthiew ¥ork

City Council, in June 1957, its vote on the state bill to halt race discrimination in

200nBarrows v. JacksoseeAVC Bulletin  May, 1953, 3: and, A [AVC] Nati
Campaigne, Jr. commenting on tteese of Barrows v. Jackson argued this week in the United States

Supreme Court.o May 1, 1953, MS 214 4954;8%er . 3, Press
Barrows the Court ruled that judicial enforcement of racially restrictive covenants entailed

unoonstitutional state action to discriminate against blacks, Kermit hall, James W. Ely and Joel B.

Grossman, ed3.he Oxford Companion to the Supreme Court of the United ShieesYork: Oxford

Uni versity Press, 2005), 84tdr,orsgeholed i dAdG S ead r, e giHtoiusn
Bulletin, March, 1955, 2; -PresidadtiNixon), Senadr Ketaliver, Oscare fA Vi c e
Chapman Commended for Restrictive Covenant Position
Ser. 3, Press Releases, box ofjdr 6: 19551959, GL.
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rental apartments and homes sales entailegetarhing repercussions on the
countryodés Cold War i mage at home and abroa
carefu | y, 0 he noted, not only by New Yorkers,
this country [the South]é and also through
held up the front page of tleurma Stayfeaturing the federal court reinstatement of
African-American Authorine Lucy at the University of Alabama, Birmingham
(previously published in thBulletin)fid e monstrating the enor mous
Far East of race relations in this country
buttressed Hageesolutios it passesl,Snaripleptember 1957, asking
New York City politiciansforbp ar t i san support of the bildl
| egi sl ation affordséa unique opportunityet
the segregationists of the South &ydheir action demonstrate to the entire world
that people of our city, regardless of race and color can and will live side by side as
good neighbors. o0 The issue warranted such
guestion of integration is too vited the weltbeing ofthe nation to be used for
political gaino®*

The group also targeted its protests against segregationist homebuilders. In
June 1958, the AVCO6s New Jersey State Coun
Awhite [only] ohlsnewlavittew prgeatlinitheilystate so r

i morally wrong6é and as O6part of the segreg

1AvC Bulletin December, 1956, AVCBilletnJutegles7 Hdsthe est i mony,
Burma Stanarticle inAVC Bulletin s e e, | bid. , Mar c h, 1956, 2; on the
resolution., see lstterBifPaes $s saal €Easder semMé@tCaf Housir
the attached f RBrevwnllisaacd Bil adomen byShe Blawkyerly Regional Council,

AVC, 06 September 16, 1957, MS 2144, AVC Records, Ser
(hereirafter, Ser. 1, Subser. 2), box 24, folder 10: Racial Discrimination in Housing; 1081
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advancesinthenemhi t e areas of the world. 60 The Co

project especially fthepegmliamihes batveld by hisniare c e, fim

headed by veterans, some of whom shed bl oo

discriminatory policies fhandicapped the f
I n the AVCO6s ar gument , provided ready foddee gr egat i

for the enemy always seeking to exploit the gap between the ideal and the reality of

American democracy. While the Levittown pr

of mass production abundance and economic superiority over Soveetioem,

they effaced the democracy their veteran residents fought and died for by denying

their AfricanAmerican brothers in arms equal access to them. By potentially handing

the Soviets a propaganda vVvicto+eransLevi ttow

and in the process -Arher in@an onr adi dlarrgest rTih

Levittown tossed aside as meaningless, the patriotic wartime sacrifices of all veterans.

Inasmuch as the new federally subsidized suburbia projected the image aflg broa

distributed economic national security envisioned by New Deal reformist policies,

racial discrimination in Levittown subverted postwar nationhood and weakened Cold

War unity?®®

MW2Eor AVCOs pr otAVEBullaiglare,ngs8, 1.Levi t t ,

Z0On the New Deal Iliberalismds understandihmg of mor ¢
basis for national security generally, see Gary Getttegrican Crucible: Race and Nation in the

Twentieth CenturyPrinceton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2001)-238; and, on the centrality of
expanded homeowner s hi ponof natiopahseduriity; sed Thomas JoSugfue,R6 s not i
The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar DetRyinceton, NJ: Princeton

University Press, 1996), 60. For a discussion of the use of representations of the suburban domestic

idealintbui | di ng postwar nationalism, as it was depicted
Kind of People Who make Good Americans: NationalismlandfFeabnsi | y | deal , 6 Chapter
Wendy KozolLi f e6s Ameri ca: Fami |l y and(PNladelphm:ienple Post war
University Press, 1994), esp.,-58, 7374.
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Nevertheless, the New Jersey Levittown case underscores the ineffectiveness
of liberal Cold War rhetoric in advancing ndrmscriminatory housing policy in this
period. After Levitt announced his intention to sell homes at the sprawling Burlington
County site exclusively to white buyarsJune 1958New Jersey officials moved
quickly to block his plan by invoking a recently enacted 1957 housing law prohibiting
racial discrimination in federally financed housing. In late July 1958 the New Jersey
Division Against Discrimination secured an agreement with the Veterans
Administration hat it would help the state enforce its housing law by withholding VA
mortgage funding from discriminatory home builders. Levitt filed a suit in December
1958 to overturn the state law; but in late February 1960, the New Jersey Supreme
Court sustained lowecourt rulings requiring him to make VA and FHA subsidized
homes available to black buyers. In June 1960, the U.S. Supreme Court declined to
review the case. In July 1960, as #&feo-Americanreported, Levitt & Sons, Inc.
Afannounced t halti eéswoarceo | purecdh &@sailmg h-omes i n
white 16, 000 uWreivti td é@we lded mafroiAmmericatn e court s
observed in August 1959 (shortly after the state Appeals Court had ruled against
him), resulted from New Jersey havinppne of the strongest | aws
di scri mi nat i ¢fiInshort, as theoutcome of this case cevealed, it
was the presence of an effective law and its enforcement, rather than Cold War
reformrhetoric thahelped curb the discriminatoy pr acti ces of one t he

largest homebuilders. Indeed, states that lackeedesdiimination laws, Levitt

24 3ome facts of the case are in Lizabeth CoAe@pnsumers Republic: The Politics of Mass
Consumption in Postwar Ameri¢hlew York: Vintage Books, 2003), 217; the text of the 1957
HousingAct is in The AfreAmerican August 1, 1959, 4pid., July 19, 1958, 19; Ibid., December 20,
1958, 6; Ibid., February 20, 1960, 5; Ibid., June 23, 1960, 8; Ibid., July 9, 1960, 1; Ibid., August 1,
1959, 4.
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followed local patterns of segregation as a matter of company policy and kept his
developments closed to blacks. Thus, through thel®@0s,in the absence of a
housing law banning discrimination, Levitt refused to heed the demands of the AVC
and a coalition of civil rights organizations led by the Congress of Racial Equality
(CORE), to integrate his Belair, Maryland developnfént.

The AVC alsodevoted considerable energy to the problem of Jim Crow in the

military. Segregation among U.S. military forces remained a major issue well into the

mid-1 950 s . I n | arge measure the problem origi
Executive Order 9981. Thewrer mandat ed fequality of trea
the armed services without regard torace, ¢cole | i gi on or national or

lacked a clear timetable, other than ordering compliance as soon as possible
consistent withffheimacgptenamoeabt. deFurth
militaryodés command str ucd®Pwhen dtikde noMConsant
National Planning Committee took up the issue at its January 13, 1951 Minneapolis

(MN) meeting, it reported that while the Air Force andsilhad desegregated, the

Army remained recalcitrant. Frustrated and incensed by the situation, the NPC sent

Presi dent Truman a forcef ul resolution t ha

205 As William Levitt told a press conferencelfob wi ng hi s testi mony to the Pre:
Equal Opportunity in Housing in August 1963: iThe p
or oO0fol |l ow Washingtbn Posu&Timesilerafdigust 15, 1963, B1. The AVC made

segregatic at Levittbés Bel air, MD devel opment the focal
(and other administration officials) act to end discriminatory housingTeeeAfreAmerican July 22,

1961, 16; Ibid., January 13, 1962, 16. For the protest&vibfrights organizations, led by CORE,

directed at the Belair development, see for exanipie, AfreAmerican August 24, 1963, 13; and,

New York Times November 14, 1963, 14. On Levittds continu
Washington Post & TinseHeraldAugust 15, 1963, B1, andhe AfrecAmerican May 28, 1966, 4.

Levitt told the House Judiciary Committee, in late May 1966, that he sold home to whites only at

Belair because {dibatrismiabéi bas hoaosamampdtitav, 0 and di d
with other discriminatory builders. He also stated he was willing to abandon segregation if a strong

federal housing open housing law eliminated competition. Ibid., 4.

@ Eor the terms of E.O. #9981, gatiemste DulicelCoiWari t aryo6s r
Civil Rights 86.
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immediate compliance with his September 30, 1949 directive requatmg)
integration of the armed services, fdat hom
decl ared, should the Army not comply, fiwe
of ficers includi ng -mdrshale@forivieldtionoffthe Brtiek f f é be ¢
of War, as have been other officers and enlisted men where their derelictions were
neither so gross nor so damaging to the mi
't justified its appeal i n terms ef Cold W
suggested would serve effectively, we believe, to weld the national unity without
which wecannotme et t he present crisis. o-odtn additi
efforto to achieve the Armyods full desegre
publicity, o and its #ANAAGR]atthemattbnakando per at i on
chapter level§®’

In this same resolution, the AVC protested thsegregation of Minnesota
Nati onal Guard inductees by the Army, whic
the meeting. These officials brought proof
inductee stations kept separate induction lists to route previously integrated black
guardsmen, bound for duty at the Korean battlefront and elsewhere, into segregated
units. AstheBulletinr e por t ed, the Dbl ack guardsmen, fdfiaf
detached from their white unit mates, and were assigned to Fort Rucker, Alabama,
where they were placed in an-Blegro battalion. This battalion did not have proper
clothing (5@% lacked field jackets and 75% lacked overcoats) while white units,

training in a separate section of the camp

7O0n the Armyods recal cit rAdGBulietindanuhry,t1968 7Z7NPCds resol ut i
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provided blacks with substandard recreational andg@asgtange facilities, and

ordered themr&tofl do¢g®¥ without relief.od
On March 1, 1951, the AVCOs national ch

Senator Hubert H. Humphrey and NAACP leaders met jointly with U.S. Army Chief

of Staff General Lawton Collins, whose office wielded direct respditgitor

i mpl ementing Trumandés E. O. #9981, to push

General Collins assured the group, in Stra

forward as fast as possible to end segrega

Straight on the meaning of E.O. 998106s <cl a

Collins fireplied that he did not think the

merely held it as an ultimate goal .o I n su

Senateiberals persisted in pushing reform in meetings with the Defense Department.

Finally, on July 26, the Army agreed to desegregate the Far Eastern Commaéhd, or 8

Army units, in Japan and Korea. This breakthrough came after Senators Humphrey

and Lehmanappkae d t o Def ense Secretary Marshalll,

moves toward ending Army segregation. o0 Sig

25, At he anniversary of the Korean communi

informed the Senatorsofh e Ar myo6s forthcofing desegrega
But the AVCG6s Cold War Americanism argu

inconsequential to the integration of the Far Eastern Command. Instead, military

necessityforceddeact o i ntegrati on welolderaABtktead of t h
Baltimore Sum eported, fAThe end of segregation wa
28AVCBulletn January, 1951, 1, and see the editorial, #f

29 AVC Bulletin AugustSeptembe 1951, 8
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the critical need at the front for every man who could fire a gun against the Chinese
C o mmu rf'Y Reportsifrom field commanders concerning the battlefield
advantages of ddacto integration in Korea also propelled the change in policy. As
Army officials in Washington, D.C. subsequ
experience in Koreaéhas demonstrated that
integrated units 6"

Despite such progress, segregation in the Army persisted elsewhere overseas
and in home front units. As tliulletinr e por t ed i n | ate summer, 1
training camps are generally integrated now, but most organized units are still set up
onaldn Cr ow “hblalatd Septetnber, the NPC wrote Gen. Collins to applaud
the desegregation of the Far East Command, while calling for immediate-fghlanv
Europe and the United States. Answering for Collins, Lt. General A.C. McAuliffe,
limited discussiono the need for further analysis of the problem. As McAuliffe
reported, A[ S]tudy is continuingé I n this
other than the Far East Command, particularly in the United States, will present
problems of greater ngaitude and variety than those encountered in Korea and
Japan. 0 Straight rejected McAuliffeds asse
segregation over most of the United States is as deep and should be far more

important in determining the attitusief the military than the dying pattern of

segregation in sixteen Southern states. o S

2oBaltimoreSun July 27, 1951, 1. Also, as historian Andre
commanders became so desperate for men that they began using South Koreans as fillers in American

uni t sAndrew$HeMeyersBlack, White & Olive Dra: Racial Integration at Fort Jackson, South

Carolina, and the Civil Rights Movemg@harlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2008%.

Zl\Washington Post & Times Heralduly 27, 1951, 1. Theosta| so not ed t hat the Ar myé
integration orér markedthe3a nni ver sary of President Trumanoés E.O.
%2 AVC Bulletin AugustSeptember, 1951, 8.
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record of the Navy and Air Force, along with that of civilian organizations and
institutions, including labor unions and univées, as indicators that the Army could
follow suit in the U.S. His last point, however, struck at thé\urerican nature of
the Armyo6és policy. As Straight decl ared,
and white soldiers who are fighting togetheKorea should be kept apart here at
hom&. o

As David Nichols has recently revealed, President Eisenhower exceeded the
Truman record in desegregating the armed forces. In late October 1954, Defense
Secretary Charl es E. Wi bnaaumcedthatsheldst chol s no
racially segregated unit i n the armed forc
acknowledges that Aresidual problemso r ema
reform in these areas, particularly in the southern states, and inchegjregation in
the National Guard. Yet segregation also existed in northern guard units. In December
1951, for example, the Massachusetts AVC conferred its Freedom Award on State
Assembly representative Harold tReutnam, fAfo
Nati onal Guard. o Throughout 1955, the AVCH
Maryl and officials to put a halt to segreg
When Maryland Governor Theodore McKeldin abolished Guard segregation in late
Novemberthatyear Fr ank I ngl ehart, chair of the AV

Services Commi ssion, wrote him, fAexpressin

ZB3AVC Bulletin AugustSeptember, 195B. For the subsequent exchanges with Lt. Gen. McAuliffe,
seeAVC Bulletin,November, 1951, 1; and L&Gen. A.C. McAuliffe, GSCAssistant Chief of Staff, G

1, Personnel, Department of the Army, Washington, DC to Mr. Michael Straight, October 5, 1951, MS
2144, AVC Records, Ser. 7, Subseries 1, General Correspondence, box 150, folder 6, (file 2): General
AVC Correspondence, 194961, GL; Michael Straight, AVC National Chairman, to Lt. Gen. A. C.
McAuliffe, GSC, Assistant Chief of Staff,-G, Department of the Army, Washington DC, November

9, 1951, Ibid., GL.

135



congratulations for the action he has take
executive director Kenneth Birkhead, also senatestent to 12 southern governors
calling upon them to follow McKeldinds | ea
the Maryland National Guard. We urge you also [to] strike a blow for democracy and
honor those who serve their nation by taking similar action A f nationas 9
convention, in November 1955, the AVC also called for ansegregation
amendment to the armed forces reserve bill
aided National Guard units, 0 andrepatom Cong
regarding the efficiency of suchnene gr egat!®td units. o

As always, in lobbying for its reserve bill amendment, the group framed
reform as a matter of national security and a rebuff to Soviet propaganda efforts. As it
informed House Armed Servic€&mmittee chairman Carl Vinson, in late June 1955,
ANo group is more concerned about the secu

members have fought in three wars against totalitarianism in all forms. But it would

be a o6f al se s e c ueserve pragram whitteveoud weakeneuract a r

ZNichols, A Matter of Justice43, 48. Nich@d notes ( 43) that Eisenhowerds

in armed forces desegregati on, Aiwas done in the Eis
gui et negotiations with | eading mMmMVCBulgditn y officers. 0
Decembe 1951, 4; on McKeldindéds desegregation of the g

southern governor&VC Bulletin December, 1955 3, and fADesegregatio
November 22, 1955, MS 2144, AVC Records, Ser. 3, Press Releases, udat9%6f19551959, GL.

The 12 southern states receiving AVCO6s desegregatio
Mississippi, NorthCarolina, Oklahoma; South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Louisiana, and Virginia.

Ibid. The 9" AVC National Converibn resolution is quoted in the November 22, 1955 AVC press

release, Ibid., GL. Nichols notes that fAesident came up short on reforming the National Guard.

AEi senhower, compr omi snomeyshduid sevep e spadtsuppart t hat feder al
disoc i mi nati on, hesitated to conf fAMatetofJusiggd9gover nors o
Previously, in early 1952, the AVC hiastayratgn ven much p

statements as they related to civilian segregation practid®#ashington DC and Baltimore, in a full

length article in théAVC Bulletin, January, 1952, 4n July 1955, Congressman Adam Clayton Powell,

Jr. thanked AVC for its support of his effoitsthe House to end National Guard segregation. As

Powelltoldthegr oup, fADespite tremendous intimidation, bacl
retreat one i nch.AVUC Bl JWdugest, 1965s2. | et t er i n,
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fighting forces and handicap our position as the leader of the free world. Why give

the Communists another weapon in their ideological warfare? In its present form, the

reserve bill, H.R. 7000, uncommitted to a disaabwf segregation, would be the

most vulnerabl e?™Tihek AiVICésumas é ommailt xhai r ma
Levine likewise denounced the refusal of Iceland and the Arab countries to,

respectively, allow the stationing of black and Jewish servicemen. Asd_ev

informed Secretary of State Herter in Dece
United States in the ridiculous position of posing as the defender of democracy

throughout the world, while at the same time bowing in abject humiliation before any
governmat which does not like Catholics, Jews, Negroes, or any other minority

groups. o0 AFrankly, o Levine stated, f@Awe won
world to respect American democracy if we accept such discriminatory rejections of

American®sol diers. o

The AVC6s Cold War arguments, however,
about reform of the National Guard in the
convention reported that in ten Southern s

the NationaGuar d. 06 The convention also urged Pre
conditionséwi t HOAithough states dxeraiseddpemary gutharity

over the National Guard, the President possessed substantial leverage to press for

258 AV C Ur gSegregationtAmendment to Reserve Bill in Best Interests of National Secarity

June 29, 1955, MS 2144, AVC Records, Ser. 3, Press Releases, box 79, folder 5B 55L.

°  evineds | et AeQBulletmy Hearntuearr yi,s 1i9n6,0, 4: for the AVCH
Secretary of State Gates, see Mickey Levine, Nationalr@ha to The Secretary of State, Dept. of

State Washington, DC, December 8, 1959, attachment
Troop Assignment Policies Based on Religion or Race
Releases, box 79, folder 6: 195959.The AfreAmericanal so carri ed the full story
protest.The Afro AmericanDecember 19, 1959, 1,6.

4" The AfreAmerican June 17, 1961, 4.
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integration, since morhan ninetyfive percent of its funding in the early 1960s came
from the federal governmefifY e t | I n keeping with Eisenhow
Kennedy Administration remained unwilling to challenge Southern governors over
segregation in the National Guardwithholding federal funds. As the Department
of Defense Department (DOD) announced in J
to have bars dropped voluntarily. o Consequ
has been achieved in that practically all of¢bered units have now been eliminated
throughout the [Northern] National Guarde]
regard to ten of the Southern states which do not yet have colored people in their
Nati onal &UPesidént dohnson sontitlithis approach. As the
WashingtonPost bserved in | ate December 1964, whi
on Equal Opportunity in the Armed Forces i
of discrimination exists in bicstedthdtbes of t h
would prefer to rely on voluntary means to integrate National Guard units in the
S o u ®Hn.skort, the unwillingness of successive presidential administrations to
wield federal power to force integration of Southern Guard units neutratieed
reform potential of Cold War discourse.

The AVC also took up the problem of segregation and racial inequality in the
administration of veteransd benefits. I n
segregation at Veterans Administration hospitalspnat chairman Curtis

Campaigne told the agencyds administrator

#8The AfreAmerican October 7, 1961, 9.

°On Eisenhower ds f ai |l ur eefornotheMatibnallGoatddseefNeclbls,r al f undi r
Matter of Justice49; Washington Post & Times Heralduly 6, 1963, 12.

#20\Washington Post & Times HeralBecember 30, 1964, A18.
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understand why men who fought and were wounded side by side on the battlefield
now must be separated. o Over time, the AVC

carrying out the Ei s eiulhightwmandatks AsiHgleyst r at i on

i nformed AVC, APl ease know that | am in co
President to eliminate segregation in fede
Admi ni sheahobeadp fAis taking a |l ead in this

end as rapidly as practicable. o Higley rec
after he reported in September that he had
about a year afteritiating the process. But when the government transferred

authority over military hospitals to segregated states, such progress ended. This

became clear to the AVC, in |l ate 1959, whe
ensure that the Armiavy Hospitalin Hot Springs Arkansas would continue to

adhere federal mandates preventing segregation in its operations, including job
assignments, after i1its transfer to state c
Affairs Commission chairman Michael Cooke wrdte Army requesting the

inclusion of a c¢clause i n t segredaton.Butthea |l 6 s tr
defeat of H.R. 6190 in Congress, which provided for a nondiscrimination rule in the
property deed, |l ed the Arkmgdésh&enein@ongoesn:
has acted upon and rejected this precise proposal and the Secretary of the Army

would not be justified in?isregarding thi

ZIEor AVCOs exchan g eAC BulletinfOctabér, 186133dNIctmly prasiceseonly a

very brief discussion of desegregation in VAbds and
Hi gl eybés recor d oAMater a Justiee46sQn the ArrmyNaNy Hodpital asHot

Springs (AR) see, Frank G. Millard, Genle€ounsel, Dept. of the Army, Washington DC to Paul

Cooke, Chairman, National Affairs Commission, AVC, October 2, 1959, MS 2144, AVC Records, Ser.

7, Subser. 2, box DXE8riespéndehcd, dISD, GL;iatiove Budletin P a u |

October, 1959].
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Nati onal chair man -hapdvnvestgaienofeher |y 1956 f
administraton of veteran8b enef i ts i n the South also disp
1954 report to Eisenhower. InmMa r ch, t he AVC released the
survey it sent to Congressmen Teagueds Hou
failing miserablyte hundr eds of thousands of Negro Vv
the attitude of those in the South who are able to contravene the purposes of the Gl
Bill of Rights and other veterans progr ams
completely dire picture. Forexammge , t he survey found it, fAen
hospitals have gradually become integrated and that progress is being made.

However, there is much to be done. o0 The su
segregation. Al n Me mp h heshospitaldtieereare allegedly Al wa
nonsegregated. The VA Hospital in Montgomery has also likewise begun to integrate

but nevertheless, when there is a question of admitting a Netgan strong efforts

are made to divert him to Tuskegee which is overwhmgiy Negro in

compos®?tion. o

Levineds report on veteranb6és hospitals
report known as the fAiveterans audit, 0o whic

exampl e, that at the New iQrekitedinthewaldsS) VA h

and the dining halls. o In the Columbia (SC

2FEor the full text of Levineds survey, see fAMickey
MS 2144, AVC Records, Ser. 1, Subjects, Subser. 2, Civil Rights, folder 8: Black Veterans in the

South, 19581 958, GL. Levi ne 0 seesArkansas,Alabama; @eorgimlandf enne s

Mi ssissippi, I bid. AVet Leader Charges Negro Veter a
Ex-Servicemando MS 2144, AYEeBulletinMarchMi®36clhadditibnal 1956 ; and
coverage of the survey is:iWashington Post &Times Hergld Mar ch 16, 1956, 31. Al so
report received praise ifthe Chicago Defender but t he paper was skeptical th
Af fairs Committee would act in the abS%ethece of suppo
iwWat ch on t he TheChzxagaetendébaily Edition), March 22, 1956, 4.
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ARSegregation was found at the hospital her
and the cafeteria were i nt eaprthe tingitgfound, Fur t he
the medical director mandated that staff 0
delivery ofhealthc ar e services to patients, as his i
bearing on the treatment or would facilitate sertice t he veterand. o0 fAANC
recurring and disquieting complaint, o0 the
by their elimination. This occurs frequently in the field of recreation particularly with
regard to the use of swimming pools. When integnais ordered in the use of these
facilities, some excuse is often found for
mandates, then, the AVCO6s investigations s
segregation, black veterans were systematically beingdiequal services and
facilities, which by law, they had earn&d.

I n practice, Levineds survey also found
Bill of Rights education benefits, due in large part to severe restrictions segregation
placed on available c hool s. Al n Montgomery, [ Al abama]
conditions are better than in rural areas,
mechanical training schooilAmdricanvetsirangr oe s . Mi
apparently fared the worst. Likewiseeh r eport ed, Al n Mississippi

Negro veteran leaders that the educational rights have been utilized by those that are

the most aggressive and the luckiest. The great mass of Negro veterans have not been

PAFirst Annual Veterans Audit of the American Veter
1, Subjects, Subser. 2, Civil Rights, box 22, folder 7: Rirstual Audit of the AVC, 1956, GL. The

AVC made the Audit report public on February 21, 19
Annual Veterans Audit, o MS 2144, | b-19%9,GlSer . 3, Pres
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able to make use of the educational benefs o f  t*tPervagve ratial biak in 0

southern banking also meant that black veterans faced denial of their rights to Gl bill

home and farm loan programs. Growing white resistance to the civil rights upsurge

reinforced existing discriminatoryptad ces. As Levine noted, 1in
locals bankers, many of whom are members of the White Citizens Councils,

threatened not only those who made applications but those whose businesses are

mortgaged with economic reprisals if they signed integragient i t i ons. 0 Levi ne
only Atlanta (GA) stood out as a beacon of limited progress due to the creation of

ANegro Federal Savings 2And Loans Associ at|

African-Americans also confronted major difficulties in utilizing their Gl bill

veterpheosymemt preference guarantees. Levin
(MS), because Athe privilege of being a |e
this instance, [they] could use their vetedgms e f er ence. 6 But, he not
interviewed could at recall any other examples of veteilgms ef er ence i n t he

Levine discovered abysmal job conditions among veterans in Alabama as well.
AVeterans who were trained while in the ar
carpenters, pointed out to rtfet they were not able to get on the job training or jobs

in these professions in Alabama, but had to take menial employment while white
veterans were receiving on the job trainin

Levine report ed,loyeat asclerkbecgunselers or an arg otleem p

AMi ckey Levhné&@bspR&phootigh the South,odo n.d., MS 21¢
Subjects, Subser. 2, Civil Rights, folder 8: Black Veterans in the South; 1085 GL.

AMickey Levineds Report on Trip Through the South,
an exellent, richly detailed, study of Mississippi as uniquely the most representative region of the

Sout hds hi st or i eeohomig strdctute,bhsedtupon a racipthystured hierarchy of

power, see James C. Cofilhe Most Southern Place omitth: The Mississippi Delta and the Roots of

Southern Identity(New York: Oxford University Press, 1992).
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technical positions. o He did find bl acks i
|l aborers. 0o At Al abamadéds Maxwell Army Air B
unlike white veterans, black exe r v i c egimi& the mebs hall on a job that is
akin to Ko Further, Levi ne sdezendNegroesd, at Ma
employedéhave what might®be called 6skille
I n summarizing the underlying basis of
Commi tteeds natlaborReporisipu keldi, c athiadn,t hey, Nsee
that in some states they read it, AOWhite
Rightsdé. o As I ra Katznelson has shown, the
archsegrgationist and Mississippi Congressman John Rankin, as chairman of the
commi ttee originating the Servicemends Rea
its administration would be decentralized to the state level, through federalism, and

therefore strongl protective of southern Jim Crow practices. While Katznelson

confines his analysis of the GI Bill to th
the damage Rankindés | egislative |l egacy inf
1950s%*7

When asked byther ess about Levineds findings, |

John S. Patterson maintainéddve | ean over backward to see |
policies are carried out on an equal basis
widespread conspiracy to deny veteranstrigh t o qual i fi ed Negroes |

Levine wrote Patterson to express his fAmis

e Sout h,
S maneuyv
benefits

fMi ckey Levineds Report on Trip Through t
22T h e JLhbGr&Rsportss quoted iPAVC BulletinJune®56, 3. On Ranki n
ensure decentralization of VA services -ldnhd
especially 123128, in Ira Katznelson)Vhen Affirmative Action was White: An Untold Story of
Inequality in TwentiettCentry America (New York: W.W. Norton, 2005.)

h
0
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praised the VA for its past progress, and
matters. 0 Patterson aggeeddtdameed athdsbme
Al see no reason for any misgiving, 0 and s
premise was that insofar as the [VA] 1is co
While it is not clear whether Levine ever met withtBaton, he did request

Congressman Adam Clayton Powell to formally ask the VA to address his survey.

But Patterson replied to Powell s inquiry
the agencyds southern facil iformalesnpland by r
procedures. In short, the VA did no real follayp investigation of its own.

Neverthel ess, Levine felt that the AVCO0s e
he passed Pattersonds reply to Powell on t
AVCoO6s | i st of KAegricas contacts eho proviléd him with n
material for his report, he noted, fnat | ea
they know we have been snooping Aro-ound i n
Americanasked A of fi ci als for their response to |1
specific answer to these charges. 0 Al so, d

Teague failed to hold hear#®ngs on the sout

2pattersonds comments to the United Press re

Service, 0 n.d., MS 2144, AVC Records, Ser. 1

Black Veterans ithe South, 1958958; Levine to John S. Patterson, Deputy Administrator, VA,

Washington, DC, March 19, 1956, Ibid., GL; Patterson to Levine, April 6, 1956, Ibid., GL; Deputy

Administrator, VA, Office of Veteranéffairs to Hon. A.C. Powell, Jr., House Bepresentatives,

Washington, DC, June 8, 1956, attached to Memo, Levine to Ken Birkhead, June 27, 1956, Ibid, GL.;

For theAfro-A me r i eneonnbeswith the VA, see the news clippiiégshington AfreAmerican

March 31, 1956, in MS 2144, |bid., GL. Astipaper reported VA information official told the

paper that he, fAdid not know whether the central o}

of fices to determine whether colored veterans were
r
t

On Teagueds failure to hoAvdBuletndpri, O§6s1,3pand, Levi neds e
AAVC Chairman Scores House Veteran Affairs Committe
Veterans, o April 28, 1956, eleSes2ibx 79, fold&x §:C95R e cor ds, S
1959, GL.
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Undeterred by these official responses, AlNé C | aunched i1 ts AProj
Serviceo office to distribute VA technical
| eaders throughout the south, o0 to help bl a
services. As th8ulletinr e por t ed, A Levi n é¢isinformatehwashat t he
one of the great weaknesses faced by south
sought #Aconsultation and adviceo from bl ac
securing aid for Negro veteranstod As word
press, the AVC headquarters reported receiving numearqusiesfrom black
veterans for information. These efforts al
South, including the chartering of a chapter in Louisfaha

Besides exposing discrimitian in the VA, the AVC also confronted actions
by the Eisenhower administration antithetical to civil rights progress. On July 30,

1953, the AVC sent a Astrongly wordedo t el
him to withdraw his nomination of South Canal Governor James Brynes, a leading
segregationist, as a delegate to the Unite

UNAMERICAN ATTITUDE TOWARD EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL

AMERICANS CAN ONLY EMBARRASS OTHERWISE STRONG

DELEGATION. IN VIEW OF MASSIVE COMMUNIST ATTEMPT TO DISTOR

AMERICAN AIMS WE MUST STAND FAST AS TRUE AND CLEAR

ADVOCATE OF DEMORACTIC PRINCIPLES. GOVERNOR BRYNES BY HIS

229 0n Project ServiceAVC Bulletin April, 1956, 1.
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RECORD DISQUALIFIES HIMSELF AS A SPOKEMAN FOR THE UNITED
STATE®S. o
Numerous civil rights and labor groups also wired the President, arguirtgahtie
Brynes appointment would damage U.S. Cold War interests. As Textile Workers
(Cl O) national president Emil Rieve i1 nform
and cannot represent our country in the parliament of the world. Let us never forget
that the majority of the worl dbés peopl e have
Jewi sh Labor Committee warned the Presiden
identification with the forces racial intolerance and human inequality will basically
weakenth@t her wi se strong position of the Unit g
Adel i berations on the settlement of the Ko
head Walter White informed the Senate Fore
become the immediate apadceedingly vulnerable target of the communists and other
critics of Amé&Yican democracy. o

Some conservative newspapers supporting Brynes attempted to discredit
|l i berals by reversing the terms of their C
Arkansas Gzetted e c| ar ed, dAdwhat relevancy Governor
matters could possibly have in connection with his new temporary UN assignment.
Furthermore, we doubt the Kremlin propagandist would have attempted to capitalize
on the Byrnes appointmeriti t he NAACP hadndot paved the wa

Charlestown News & Couridr S. C. ) denounced Walter Whitebo

20 60r AVCos protest and the text of its telegram to
2144, AVC Records, Ser. 3, Press Releases, box 79, 01d856061954, GL. Emphasis in original.
BlThe AfroAmerican August 8, 1953, 14. Included among the 0

Brynes nomination to Eisenhower, and also the Senate, were: the National Urban League, ADA Hotel
& Restaurant WorkerUnion (AFL) and Frontiers of America, Inc., Ibid.
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nomi nation as Aunpatriotic, o0 and decl ared
unity by his unwarr®nted criticism of Bryn
Despite the flurry of liberal protests to the White House, the Senate confirmed
Brynes as a UN delegate on July’31Considerations of Cold War interests,
however, had failed to influence Eisenhower. Instead, as David Nichols has recently
shown, the Predent appointed Byrnes primarily to repay him for supporting his
candidacy in the 1952 electi6H.
Through the late 1950s, the AVC continued to press the Eisenhower
administration to expand civil rights reform. In rileeccember 1957, the group
protestedtie announcement by Attorney General William Rogers that the
administration had decided not to pursue further civil rights law reform. Since the
announcement came only two months after the Soviet Sputnik launch, the AVC
seized the opportunity to impressapot he Pr esi dent that the At
statement, unless reversed, meant another major Cold War defeat for the
administration. As national chairman William S. Ming, Jr. informed Eisenhower,
AYou, Mr . Presi dent , -setthesedushdamagedbng byahee wh o
Attorney General, both here at home and among our friends in the free world who
look to us for leadership in human freedom. We urge you to speak out now, before
you go to the NATO meeting so that you do not have to carry this @ualitourden

of another U.S. failure on your shoulders while you are meeting there with the other

232 The AfreAmerican August 8, 1953, 14.

#33\Washington Post & Times Heraldugust 1, 1953, 9.

#340n the politics of the Brynes appointment, Nichélsylatter of Justice36-37. Nichols notes that

Br ynpeasr tAl yo felt comfortable with his endorsement Kk
support a federal FEPC. He al so contends that fithe
Ei senhower to get the Gover ndbermtsds u@prmmitt tf @meg dn sGaoe
Contracts, aimed at preventing racial discrimination on federal projects., Ibid.
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nations. o To strengthen this appeal, Mi ng
Rogersodos statement undercut recent Col d Wa
auhori zation of the 1957 Civil Rights Act
propaganda victory with the passage of the civil rights bill this year. The Attorney
General 6s remarks have offset any victory
Inreinforcilg t hi s message, Ming noted, AWe are ¢c
scores its first satellite breakthrough and our moon is in space, it will not then call for
a O6cedlIfibngperi od. The same should hold true
smallasitwa, in cfvil rights. o

Despite the intensity of the AVCO6s ci vVvi
only limited results. In some instances, the AVC succeeded in ensuring the passage of
important civil rights measures at the state and local levels 58, 19e local AVC in
Oregon served as a leading force in mobilizing a grass campaign, involving a
coalition of liberal groups, that resulted in passage of a state law outlawing racial
discrimination in hotels, food establishments and public amusemeetlyn
August, the American Jewish Congressos Wil
al ong with No rKitahlaw@eohibitihgimasksbaad cepss burnings, as
constituting the yeardos only two positive
leg sl ation. Masl ow also cited the Supreme C

Thompson, Co. Incestaurant case, which outlawed racial segregation in the District

> Wwilliam S. Ming, Jr. National Chairman, AVC to President Dwight D. Eisenhower, The White

House, Washington, DC, December 11, 1957, attachmen n Me mo t o Al |l AVC Leaders
Attorney General s Remarks on Civil Ri ghts, Decembe
149, folder 5, Board Correspondence, 1959 93, GL, see al so press release,
Repudiate Attorney&ner al 6 s St atement on Civil RAYCht s, 06 Decen

Bulletin, December, 1957, 3.
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of Col umbiads public eating establishments
liberd groups, among them the NAACP, CIO and the ACLU, joined in coalition

behind the Thompson campaign; the AVC assumed a prominent role in the legal

battle by providing numerous amicus curiae briefs in the case that contributed to the

eventual Supreme Courictory. The AVC infused its petitions with liberal Cold War
Americanism. As th&Vashington Postported, its October, 1951 brief to the U.S.

Court of Appeals declared, fAracial discrim
the propaganda mills of theo@munists and Fascists all over the world and impairs

our international regulations with many na
April 1955, the groupds |l egal counsel succ

Commission eliminate racial identfition data from all civilian personnel foriis.

2% or the details of the local AV @Q¥GBulgtinass roots ef f
October, 1953, 3. In March 1953, tBalletin reportedthat four AVCers helped sponsor the bill in

Or egon6s AVE Blulletin Matchy 1983, 5. The bill was initially drafted, in January 1952, in

the home of Portland AVC leader George Dysart. Ibid. Also, in March 195Bullketin reported that

four AVCers in the Oregon legislature (two senators and two representatives) helped sponsor the bill.

Ibid. As Will Maslow, Director of the Commission on Law and Social Action for the AJC informed
theNew York Times fA Al t hough twentyestataete®idyidldo nihghtOs elgdws ¢
Carolina | aws were fAthe only significant measureso

|l aws also stood out since, AEfforts to enact FEPC |
lllinois, Indiana, Michg an, Ohi o and Pennsylvania fdNewYott. 0 See M:¢
Times August 11, 1953, 26. On TAdMPsbramidusbdedsesees hi p r ol e |
Washington Post & Times Heral®ctober 30, 1951, 9; and\C Bulletin October1950, 4; Ibid.,

November, 1951, 2.; Ibid., January, 1952, 1; Ibid., May, 1953, 3; Ibid., June, 1953, 2. For reportage

of the <coal i tThompsorrieffseeWashingtendPdst & Times Heralovember 20,

1951, B2. For the Cold War languagequat f r om AVC6és 1951 U. S. Court of /
Washington Post & Times Heral@ctober 30, 1951, TheAfro-Americanr e por t ed t hat the AV
1951 brief, written by the groupbés attorneys Phinea
leaders irthe civil rights fight as one of the most significant contributions to the legal battle to break

t he nati on ésr oG pciot man udnsThej Afrodoreerican danuary 6, 1952, 21. In 1954,

some 29 1liberal organi zaftfieomts tgotebtedmchdt hdreSHYICOdme
Thompsort ase rul ing t oAVYCHBalletiDi sterbirautad sy Hodtsedl,s .1, 4. Ni ch
Ei senhower s and At t o-civil agpts I&al merveation iBthébompsenl | 6 s pr o
case,buthedoesnote nt i on t he AVCO6s keyAMattdref Justiog282%, e mat t er .
33. For the Civil Service race data reforyy/C Bulletin April, 1955, 8. Noting that such racial
designations were finconsi st entacialdisinttionsinghe Pr esi dent 6
Feder al Government , o the groupbés Counsel Phineas I n
July. AVC Bulletin July, 1954, 1. In 1956, Indritz also convinced the American Bar Association to

remove racial designationsofn its application formsAVC BulletinJune, 1956, 3.
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While such local legislative and legal gains were important, without the
backing of other veteransd organizations,
reform goals, such as moving civil rights polioyward in the VA. Given its
considerable | obbying power, the Legion mi
House Veterans Affairs Committee to conven
southern VA facilities, and to take action to ameliorate condifidttsadthe national
Legion rallied its members more numerous V
Eisenhower to reverse himself on the Brynes nomination, given his otheiviro
rights initiatives, he might have found a way to do so. Besides having his attorney
general intervene in the Thompson case, Eisenhower took a strong leadership role in
ending segregat i ofBitthe AVB @uldnatcduriondhe capi t al
Legion for support in the fight for civil rights. As will be seen, the Legion preserved
segrea@tion within its organizational ranks; and as the legal tide turned in favor of
civil liberties and civil rights in the mid950s, it stiffened its resistance to liberal

change and became ajor instrument of segregation.

%7 As noted above, in fn 236, tiZhicago Defendebelieved it was unlikely that Teague would

investigate Levineds findings in the Ghbagence of sup
Defender March 22, 1956, 4.

#80n Eisenhowero6s role in ending pubAMatersfegr egati on
Justice 26-34. Among other actions, for example, Eisenhower held meetings with film company

executives in 1953, and convinced themtogpputhal t t o r aci al segregation in

Previously, both he and Mrs. Eisenhower withheld their patronage of these establishments. Ibid., 34.
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Chapter 5: The American Legion, Civil Rights, and the
Limits of Cold War Brotherhood

Writing in the May, 1950 issue #&fmerican Legion Magazin&eorge N.
Craig, the first WWII veteran to serve as
Commander used the occasion of Memorial Day to call upofelow Legionnaires,
in posts throughout the nation, to activel
and Aintolerance. 0 Craig began this appeal
our neighbors in a salute of gratitude to the hordes oekefmom the Revolutionary
War to the last great conflict, who died in order that our Republic might live.
Ment ally, we place a wreath on the grave o
Craig also underscored a sharp distinction between the remensbadribe recent
war dead among regular civilians, and those of Legionnaires who served with them in
battle. AMemori al Day, for Legionnaires, h
than for the average American. ohe@itcaboratin
turn to the many O6known soldiers,® to spec
cherish in a common ordeal by fire. They are not an abstraction but cosraataess
whose names and faces are indelibly engraved on our private memory. Each of us has
his own roster of buddies who paid the supreme price of patriotism. We crave to give
them a sign that we have not forgotten through the jifegeard to pay something
on account as it were, on the staggering d
Cragbs point in making this distinction, one
among many of his fellow WWII veteran readers, was that since their comrades had

sacrificed their-r |l i ves fito ensure the suryv
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Americabut he concepts of human | iberty and dig

was the duty of veterans to begin, fidedica
drew those men into battleéFreedom, Equal:i
noted, suchdeditai on required active effort. fATo th

[these] basic American principles in everyday life, we are paying that debt contracted

on the battlefields.o0o Failure to do so, he
same thekemitoned, Awe insult the memory of
significance of their supreme contribution if we permit bigotry, intolerance, [and]

di scrimination t6°flourish in our midst.?d

The | arger point, howevedgriesofdle Cr ai gos |
sacrifices of the fallen to the need for action against postwar bigotry was to rally
Legionnaires behind the nationds Cold War
possibility of atomic Armageddon, Craig stated what by the early 1950s haddeco
anallt oo familiar refrain. AMankind i s at a ¢
choice of our own, merely because we are what we are, the fateful decision of this
juncturé® between freedom and slavery, between dignified human being and
terrorizedrobtdo r est upon us Americans. 0 The way f o
uni fy in ways that both neutralizoed the en
captives firmly into alliance with the free world. Obliterating bigotry at home in this
context became es¢en al for victory in the Cold War.
responsibility ofleadershiBut how can we hope to lead the peoples of this planet

into the sunlight of fraternity unless we live as brothers here at home? We must bring

%Geor ge N. Craig, fi SAoneriedn haegiongMagann@g et anareiidig May o
1990, 22.
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to the crisis of thiperiod, not alone dollars and military prowess, but moral vitality.

It is our obligation, to ourselves and the world, to show an example of a society in

which prejudice is counted a di$®tase and d
This kind of unity acres religious, ethnic and racial differences was idealized

in Craigbs representation %bifOnteh eo fTotnhbe of t

primary things we do not know about the Unknown Soldier is whether he was a

Protestant, Catholic or Jew; whether he waw/edtorn or an adopted son of our

generous Republic. We do not know and we do not inquire. For us it suffices that he

was an American, whatever the faith of his fathers or the color of his skin. In this

sense he is not only a symbol of patriotic ddaltluta challenge for patriotic

| i vi*Tdh.ed nati onal commander went on to summ

actions, whi ch, h ecutaml busgbken stands sgainsthatk en c | e a

mongering in any form in ouonnateatoubhold | n r ei

the sacrifices of the fallen, Craig-eenphasized the need for them to actively work

against intolerance. A convention resolut:i

on Americanism, 0 he noted, plkshsed at the L

representation of the Tomb of the Unknown

obsessive Cold War emphasis on effacing signs of domestic disunity because it,

Aspecifically branded as a menace to our ¢
organi zation which fosters racial, religio
*9pid.,23

#1The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington VA, and originally

contained the body of one WWI unknown soldier when it was dedicated on November 11, 1921. As

soldiers from subsequent wars were interrethénarypt, it was also referred to also as the Tomb of the
Unknowns. However, it the tomb fihas never been of fi
www.arlingtonnationalcentery.org/vistor_information/tomb_of the unknowns.html

242 ALM, May 1950, 22.
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Craig observed, fiResolutions on paperéare
resolve expressed in action. They will have the effect on American life which the

convenions intended only if every Legionnaireand that means you and éne

accepts them as directives, as orders of t

voluntary organizations are conducting a yeamd battle [against] injustice in inter

group relation®y j oi ned by, A[v] arious cities [tha
|l egi sl ation and an enlightened public opin
have set up O6projects in intolerance, 60 Cr

everywhere takehe initiative, in line with the specific evils in their own towns and
cities, for d&%3QGrodiegtasntr eAmreas ecmt?adt i on of t he
then, be seen as a synecdoche for national

chapter revealeguch sentiments regarding the meaning of the sacrifices of the war

dead echoed as well in the AVCO0s commemor a
For the most part, however, in practica
practices contradicted the messages Craiguatti@t ed i n hi s eul ogy to

dead. Throughout the 1950s, the Legionb6s d
equality and civil rights ensured the perpetuation of practices that dishonored the

sacrifices of the fallen as Craig understood théhe Legion largely failed to heed

the national commander 6s warning that reso
inequality were futile unless they became incorporated into daily life. On civil rights

matters, the Legion mainly followed the dictates of dsservative Americanism.

While the period did see some steps towards racial equality within the Legion, racial

change remained quite minimal.

283 bid., 51.
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Nevertheless, through their participat:
civil rights movement, African Amercn Legi onnaires chall enged
status quo, often infusing their protests with liberal Cold War Americanism discourse.

Their efforts were supported by the AVC, the black press, and, in at least some

instances, by white racial moderates witthe Legion affronted by their

organi zationds raci al policies. While thes
complicate the notion of a unitary, conservative Cold War Americanism in these

years, they did not succeed. In the #h®50s, the SupremeoQrt, under Chief Justice

Earl Warren, began to liberalize its stance concerning the rights of political dissenters,
especially the Communist party, and assert preeminent federal jurisdiction over these

cases. Most Legionnaires, however, called for thimrason of state authority to

define and punish radicals. This desire for state control over civil liberties converged
withthes t at e spiosreigg ltetgat i on positions of the Lec
further reinfor ced ndefvatismolnthbesabsenzesofsiramget s r ac i
pressures for racial reform from within the Legion, the rising sentiment for change

among African American Legionnaires accompanying the increased civil rights
activism in the nati on dmark 1954 pulgiescifod | | owi ng
desegregation order Brown remained stifled.

African American Legionnaires confronted a range of racial practices in the
1950s that relegated themtosecanl ass st atus stemming from t
standing policy of permtihg racial segregation, but also racial exclusion among
affiliates. Beyond requiring Ahonorableo w

Legionds constitution, nor its charter fro
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membershif** As William Pencak hash®wn, the founding convention in 1919

firmly entrenched a policy of statesd righ

lose Southern whites, Northern supporters of b&kalityallowed each state to

reach its owfiinrtheSaduth,luitk ohtut eonWWI |, statesbo

translated into racial exclusion. But from April 1946 through August 1947, four

Legion state departments, Alabama, Georgia, Florida and North Carolina, voted to

permit black membership in segregated posts and othey endsg their whites only

membership policy?® Although this shift in policy remains to be studied, some

southern state Legions feared blacks woul d

example, in September 1946, thitEo-Americanr e por t ed nteydly t he Af or

whiteo Florida Legion was establishing bl a

organizational efforts of the American Veterans Committee and other liberal veterans

organizations which acceptallexe r vi cemen orf* an equal basis.
Legion poligy also meant that segregation remained widely practiced in the

North as well. In January 1946, New York State Legion deputy adjutant Maurice

Stember reported that the unit included, 0

6t heoretical lcyoulad Neogirno pvoesttest®aoreover, whi t e v e

despite demands by black Legionnaires to end segredélite, Legion upheld its

244 ALM, December, 1959, 28, 30.

25 William PencakFor God & Country: The American Legion, 191941 (Boston: Northeastern
University Press, 1989), 69.

24°The AfroAmeican, April 13, 1946, 1; Ibid., September 28, 1946, 7; Ibid., August 9, 1947, 5.

247 bid., September 28, 1946, 7.

28 New York Timeslanuary 10, 1946, 25.

#9BJack Legionnaires demanded an end to segregation at successive national Legion conventions in
the late 1940s. See, for example AfrcAmerican,December 1, 1945, 1; Ibid.; October 12, 1946, 7;

|l bid., September, 6, 1947, 5. White Legionnaires 0
the convention hall in October 1946. The pickets demanged a | member ship rights in
the basis of equality of sacrifiélen ot r ace or <color. o | bid., October 12
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st at e dlicythroggh thes1950s. In October 1959, @tecago Defender

reported, the North Carolina Legionannu@lpy nvened its state conve
sections, one for whites and one for Negro
stated in |l ate 1959, Aln the Legion, no na

reject members from among patriotic veterans sdreed honorably without
reservation. From among such veterans, each post is the judge of its own
membership?*°
Given its record its record on segregation, why, then, did blacks join the
Legion? First, as in previotosstogaims, bl acks
recognition of their war service and to assert their claims to equal citizenship that
service promised to confer on thémDespite its record of segregation, the Legion, a
politically powerful and r esagneaidnendhef or ce a
nation, offered African Americans an important institutional credential to promote
and lay claim to federal benefits due them, and to advocate for civil rights. The
evidence indicates that Legion posts were often centers of civil rightssecbefore
and after WWII. For example, Linwood Koger, an Afriecdmerican WW!I veteran
and an NAACP leader in Baltimore (MD), used his position as head of the Walter
Green Legion post to campaign against lynching in Maryland in the £&30s.
While this cvapter provides discussion of postwar civil rights activism among

Legionnaires, other evidence suggests that the Legion offered black civil rights

#%0n the North Carolina Legion, s&@ae Chicago DefendeOctober 17, 1959, 10.;for the statement

on Legion membership rules sed,M, December, 1959, 28, 30.

#1For a discussion of how black Civil War veterans used their membership in the Grand Army of the
Republic to advance their claims for dagRieal citizens
For: The Paradox of AmericaPatriotism(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1999), 68.

®2FEor aspects of Linwood Koger 63hedffoAneticar i ght s acti vi
September 8, 1973, 5; Ibid., October 28, 1933, 24; Ibid., January 22, 1938, 24.
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activists a political shield to better confront 1iegiting. After Red Channels and
Counterattackmagazine amused Hazel Scott, wife of New York Congressmen Adam
Clayton Powell, of Communist front activities in late 1950, Scott publicly proclaimed
she had recently made si zeabl e monetary do
ant-Communists and smaller corftutions to the American Legion, Veterans of
Foreign Wars and to s c 6tlreskortdof blackevétdéraps ous or
active in the NAACP, a group often targeted as a Red front by those opposing civil
rights?* Legion membership provided polititrespectability.

It is also clear that blacks compri sed
membership in the1950s. Although precise information on the number of black
members in the 1950s does not appear to exist, a Legion commissioned suf@y of 6
members, conducted in the winter of 198565, reported 585 (or 97.5 percent) were
white, and only 7 wbite.»d» pNoeoenthlp wereemn
whites in the survey is applied to the total membership of slightly over 2.7 million in
1954, total norwhite membership comes to 32,739.This fact provides another
reason why the Legion felt little internal pressure to alter its racial practices.

Indeed, aside from disaffiliating its subsidiary unit, the Society of the 40 & 8,
over its whies only membership restrictions in 1959, discussed in chapter 6, in the

1950s, the national Legion confined its advocacy of racial equality to issuing

#3The Chicagdefender September 23, 1950, 21.

%4 For discussion rebaiting of the NAACP by Southern segregationists, see Jeff Woods, Black

Struggle, Red Scare: Segregation and -&timmunism in the South, 194868 (Baton Rouge:

Louisiana State University Press, 20080-62.

fLegion Member shi pl95a,veRi,chrnd eMa niwi5l4l e Research,
Records (hereinafter AL Records), Microfiim-98610, reel 26B06,, Subject files, Administration &

Organization, American Legion Library and Archives, (léter ALLA),Indianapolis, IN; Legion

membership in 1954 was 2,786,784. Beeceedings of the $&National Convention of the American

Legion Washington, DC, August 38eptember 2, 1954, publishedHsuse Document, No. 584"

Congress, *t Session, B.
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convention resolutions. In April 1952, Allen B. Willand, director of the National

Americanism Commissiorsent a high school student seeking information on

Legionds civil rights policy the Legionos
nati onal convention. The resolution stated
constitutional and equal rights of dlmer i cans, i1 rrespective of v

and asked the delegates to Areaffirm its |
Specifically, it listed six prior resolutions, that began in 1936, which variously
condemned fimob violahnceaetdgifileymwclhired, gi duac
for advancing Atol erance, 0 and fAhuman dece
advancements in these areas. AThe Legion p
actually been made and i s IstoanThd[sicht | y bei ng
American Legion has contributed in no smal
January 1956, the national Americanism Com
Legion has never considered a resolution o
Lynch, an Assistant National Adjutant, informed Benjamin J. Bowie Post 228 (Los
Angeles, CA) that, dAlt would not be possib
statement on the subject of integration because the American Legion does not have a
mandateonths subject. 06 As Lynch noted, #dAlt woul
have so refrained, that [t]he...Legion as an organization does not believe that the

problem of integration is one in ®hich our

%% James R. Durfee, Jr. to American Legion, Indianapolis, Indiana, March 27, 1952 and Allen B.
Willand, Director, National Americanism Commission (hereinafter NAC) to Durfee, April 1, 1952,
microfilm, 892036, reel 22 E 11, Subject files, file: Americemd Tolerance,; American Legion
Library & Archives (hereinafter ALLA),C.A. Tesch, Director, NAC, to Miss Virgina Summers,
Librarian, Lansing [Michigan] Public Library, January 5, 1956, Ibid., file: AmericafiSrolerance,
Segregation, ALLA; Robert Lunch, Aistant National Adjutant to Mr. Wayman L. Ricks,
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The nat i ospublcatibne aso studidusly avoided identification with
the civil rights cause. In April, 1956 cartoonist and WWII veteran Jack Hamm, sent,
Jack Little, the Legionds publicity direct
depicting scenes of homeht inequality and segregation experienced by black
veterans. Il n one cartoon, entitled fAFreedo
in integrated seating on military trucks and ambulances. In another drawing, mixing
WWII and Cold War propaganda igery, the smirking heads of Hitler, Mussolini
and Stalin look down from on high as a white man tells his black counterpart, also in
civiliansuitc I ot hes, fi S dledged Angedcanicitizen, laltdecidel what
you can and cannot do. 0

Inrecommendi ng his series to the Legion, Ha
with whom | have talked feel that the Negro soldier and those of his race should be
made -folfeudigled citizensd of our country. My f
accord on ttihngs.tohe ndrraewiencgs, Little infor me
up with the heads of our various Divisions
Association, which services ourépublicatio
But as Litt |ostunatelypJach,ialihotud are umdimdus in the opinion
that such a controversial subject is not for us. As you probably know, our national
Constitution prohibits our taking part in any issue not directly connected with

programs of the&’ American Legion. o

Commander, Benjamin J. Bowie Post, No. 228 Los Angeles CA, May 16, 1957, Ibid., file:

AAmeri @doliemance, Segregation. o ALLA.

#7jack Hamm, Religious Drawings, Waco Texas to Jack Little, American Lagitonal

Headquarters, April 6, 1956; Jack Little, Chief of Press Section, National Public Relations Division to

Hamm, April 17, 1956, enclosures in, Memorandum, Little to George Kelly, April 17, 1956,

microfilm, 892036, reel 22 E 11, Subject files, fik:tAmer i ¢ Boli smance, Segregation,
Hammés cartoons included I|Iines of biblical scriptur
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Many Legion units likewise showed little interest in advancing racial
understanding or tolerance, let alone equality. In March 1958, for example, the

Legiondés Post 184 (Hudson, NY) refused to

protest calling for it tacancel its annual charityfunda i si ng event, the AW
Bl ack Revue, 0 a Abl ackface minstrel show.
performance, #Adiscriminatory in implicatio

NAACPOs proteastd dHudEdwmdast Bon unani mously |
use of the high school s auditorium. The L
to a local private stage in the Walter Reed, Jr. Community Center. Despite its
inability to block its performance at the &keCenter, the NAACP chapter again
protested the show in April 1959, for its,
Still, the chapter gained some ground when actor Harry Belafonte, invited by the
Center management t o nwiitnmguesstocancghites s how, ¢
appearnce. o

Segregation in local units also meant that Black Legionnaires found

themselves publicly humiliated by the discriminatory practices of their white

unequal treatment of others. Ibid. Asner e por t ed, Hammés career primarily
was an outgywth of his desire to become a Baptist minister following his postwar stint at Baylor

University. He also took art training in Chicago with study at the Moody Bible Institute. His general

career as a cartoonist allowed him to pursue both art and relsjime, he managed to supply some

108 newspapers with his religi oTimeSdmoa2&(Maygs f or free
1951) 69.

8 The details of the case are @hicago DefendeMarch 22, 1958, 10the AfreAmerican March

22,1958, 7New Yok Times March 13, 1958, 5& hicago DefenderApril 25, 1959, 19. Théfro-

American ( March 22, 1958, 7) also reported that NAACPS®
years before. The fact that the NAACP Chapter also took its 1958 appeal toteh8chiaol Board in

Al bany, which may have i nfdhicagoDefenderAprihds, 1856,d% | boar dés
Bel afonte was in the | ocal area OddsAghifsb 9, fAshooting
Tomorrow 0  NéowiYdrk Timeslune 10, 189, 19. Less surprisingly, southern units also featured

minstrel shows. I n December 1957, for example, the
its Allein Post arranged for Vicksburg performances
minstrel shows now on touithe Mississippi Veteraiecember 1957, 6.
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counterparts. For its miti956 General Council meeting in Omaha, Nshka, for
example, the Congregational Christian Churches secured overflow rooms for its
del egates at the | ocal Legionds clubhouse.
Legionnaire A. Langston Gordon, an African American delegate. While church
delegats appealed to local Legion post officials with protests, they were rebuffed. As
Christian Century eported, fAthey sustained the deci s
employee, maintaining in spite of their public advertisement of accommodations for
travelersthat hei rs was a private club for whites
satisfaction from city officials, the church group brought suit against théPost.

The presence of many African Americans active in the emerging postwar civil
rights movement within the Legm ensured that these discriminatory practices would
not go unanswered’ For example, WWII veteran Rouville M. Fisher, commander of
both the Alabama dd i st r i ¢t a n d-Tamim Pdst 3e20until Hispdssing e
in July 1951, waswackiveairniGoatl aed ycit hie NA
English, a First World War veteran, of the-lbllack George L. Giles Post, N0.87 in
Chicagods Southside district, actively par
NAAC In1957, he published a novéljtizen US.A which advanced the case for full
racial equality in the United States. African American women Legionnaires likewise
took active roles within the nationds majo

1954, Mrs. Minni e B a hegisnAuxDdarysiicepresodént, of Col um

HChurch Sues L e gThe @hristian Cé&tuw7B ho. 2B {JgyHl1, 4956), 820.

#0The pattern of civil rights activism among African American Legionnaires discussed heie, an
subsequent Chapters, stands in sharp contrast to Mi
| ocal units means that, Al't hardly needs to be sai
subservient bl aThéRpulst PMsuasiorg &nlAmdétiean Stqiyew York: Basic

Books, 1995), 181.
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joined local civil rights activist Mary Church Terrell among the featured speakers at

the National Association of Colored Womenbo
convention in 1954. In the summer of 1946, NACW members f@dkée White

House to protest a wave of southern lynchings. Julia West Hamilton, the first
president of Washington DC6s James E. Wal k
served as NACWOGs national treasurer, and w
Distict NAACPOs membership committee. Other b
official public bodies concerned with racial matters. In early 1951, Boston (MA)

Mayor John Hynes appointed Major Stephen D
all-black William E. Carter Pas, No . 16 to a committee compc
men and womenéto study racial tensionéand

improvement of relations among the various religious grétips.

®'For Fisherods biographi c &hicagoméfendemprit2il,d951,8.ee hi s obi t
Fisher is also listed as a founding member of the DuliGgam Post 302 charteredNovember,

1947, which then included members from Pascagoul a,
American Legion, 0 Ch-datunéPost 38 iddbile,Al, tdated freceivedpu b o s e
November 24, 1947, in Chapter Files (unprocessed,) ALIRdpanapolis, IN (hereinafter Chapter

Files, AL HQ.) The Dubos@&atum Chapter application contains no information indicating its

ocoloredodo status. However, given its Deep South | oc
Mississippi jurisdiction suggésit was a modestly resourced black post. On Robbyn En@liEbago

Defendey March 4, 1957, 8; for the George L. Giles Pos
Chapter Application, George L. Giles Post, No. 87, Chicago, IL, dated January 13n1ORé&pter

Files, AL HQ. Refl ective of the Legionbés poor rel at
of ficers explained on t hei"anda3pwalds otChicaga beingahat , fOur
colored post, and we often have difficuityconvincing many of them that the Legion is not against

them in any way or anot her .ChicagorDefémdesluly 3Mil9%414e Bankso6s
for mention of tlynehind\pfo@ssisee Mary 4. BudzadBotd War Civil Rights:

Race and the Image of American Democr@ynceton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2000), 20, 21,

23. For Terrell é6s 1950s WashingtonAMdt&ofci vi | rights
Justice: Eisenhower and the Beginnings of the Civil Right®Rtion (New York: Simon & Schuster,

2007), 28, 32, 33; for Julia West Hamiltondés <ci vil
January 8, 1954; Maj o Chicagp Defdndedabisary 27p195d,i1p; fonPostt i s i n
166s st altarsedad wnifitc,o see Chapter Application, Will:i

dated July 27, 1920, in Chapter Files (unprocessed,) American Legion Headquarters, Indianapolis, IN
(hereinafter, Chapter Files, AL HQ.) While some Chapter files contakidegififying information

indicating their status as a segregated black post, in other instances staff marked incoming Chapter
applications with the designation, fAcolored post. o
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The participation of African Americans in the Korean War provided one
souce for assertions of home front civil rights activism by black Legionnaires. In

early September 1950 James E. Walker Post 26 forwarded its letteMf@shéngton

Postent i tl ed, fAMemo to Fighters, o which its
adopiaedaoaswer to Soviet U.N. Security Coun
about, ANegro troops fighting in Korea und

Addressed to the 34nfantry Regiment fighting at the front, a unit composed of

black and whitetroagp, but dAwith a | arge preponder ance
l etter linked the battle there, fAa righteo
and evil enemy, o0 to the efforts to achieve

is sound, he conscience of America is being revitalized and righteousness and fair

play and the belief in the brotherhood of man are steadily gaining way. We are

moving toward the day of the realization of the American ideal. You, out there on the
battlefieldsof Kb ea, are playing a significant part
also assured domestic readers that the job of advancing civil rights would be
undertaken under American methods. @A Here
races, creeds and colors aodving the internal problems by good straight forward

American methods, namely dissemination of the facts, conferences, discussions, the
courts and the ballot.o The |l etter also ex
front and f r onreflghtimgeo maihtdincandtpeeserveithé bast a

concept of government yet created by the mind of man. You are showing by your

deeds your attitude to totalitarian dictators and we want you to know that we, here at

home, feel as you do. Paraphrasing a crygticark by Joe Louis, we say that there is
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nothing wrong with the Unites States that Red communism can cure, or that we want
it tdé?IKcnurehert, the realization of racial ¢
revolution, but rewarded and earned through saerdit the battlefield and legitimate
forms of democratic struggle at home.

Black Legionnaires also used official Legion ceremonies and their positions in
the organization to assert claims to expanded rights and space in the political culture
as equal citizes. In September 1958, the-bBlack George Davis Post No. 116
(Brooklyn, NY), presented Dr. Garner C. Taylor with its Americanism Award, for
hi s, Aval ued services in promoting the Ame
contributions t osadcdptancespeaahuraylon ayGreateriNew h i
York Urban League vicpresident and Concord Baptist Church pastor, told the some
2,000 guests assembled in the churchdés Mem
posture of defiance to the law of thelandisin eason against the Repu
Similarly, when New York Cityds Apredomina
Post 1775, Aunani mouslyo elected black sur
commander in June 1956, also using Cold War language, he state@i®ns to
use his position to carry out civil rights work. As tBeicago Defender e por t ed, @At h
new commander said he will call upon the post to lead the way in the fight for civil

rights for all Americans as®it has led the

®5ee the editorial, fAMemo to FightRathGastey, by Dougl as
Adjutant, James E. Walker Post 28ashington Post & Times Heral8eptember 13, 10. Ruth

Carterds status as post adjutant suggests a degree
further study.

As Post No. 1160ns nOhaepdt,e rii Tahpipsl iicsatai raci al post ][, ]
County, 0 see Chapter Application, George Davis Pos
in Chapter Files, AL HQ. NewYorkTimgSepiembes 209B8a19d cer e mon
andChicago DefenderSeptember 20, 1958, 20. Dr. Carter is quotedhiitago Defendedune 9,
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The prestige and authority given to civil rights reform by the May, 1954
Browndecision ruling racial segregation in public schools unconstitutional raised the
expectations of many African Americans for accelerated change. As it became
apparentthatresit ance to the Courtoés authority end:
Legionnaires demanded that the Legion intervene on behalf of the new constitutional
mandates. In July 1955, for example, John D. Silvera, Commander of the Jesse
Palmer Post No. 1068, an-&lfrican American Brooklyn, (NY) unit, wrote national
commander Seaborn Collins, to mobilize the entire organization behind the Supreme
Courtodés May 15, 1955 dnall deliberate speed
community compliance witBrown Pointirg to the failure of states and localities to
comply with the Court, Silvera make the case for the group to intervene by
interpreting the Legionds mission as consi
As Silvera argued, 0T hontary®the hest atergstobf | awl e
the nation and can only serve to damage the prestige of the United States in the eyes
of the rest of the world. As a dedicated group sworn, by its constitution to uphold law

and order and t o 0t mplasrosFreedom, Justicepapnds t er i ty t h

Democracy, 6 we are duty bound to oppose it
action. I n addition to iIissuing a policy fu
Silvera insisted that ctofiicals atalljevetsiiobe i must «c a
calm and to cease inciting citizens to reb

obeying the Court Aknown and felt through

down into every c¢cross r oaderaalsodleclaredm|l et i n

1956, 3.TheDefenderal so added t hat Carter fAexpected them [t he
community projects. o | bid.
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that , AThe Legion must join forces with or

abbrev.] in making the Constitution a guide for-deylay living for every single

American. 0 Collins essentially dhesmi ssed S
Legionds for mal procedures for submitting
state affiliate structure, Athrough regul a
Despite segregation within affiliates, Col

the policy in this organization that there shall be no discrimination as to race or creed
among our ®members. o

African American Legionnaires also used national conventions to combat
segregation they experienced both in the Legion and in their communitid® $tart
of the Legionds 1954 national convention h
local black units, James Reese Europe Post 5 and the James E. Walker Post 26, issued
At hreats of a picket | ineo to phbitingest t he
them from use of the District of Columbi a
facility. The local black posts also protested the issuanceofssd | ed ficourtesy
cardso or passes, from the DC Department,
in all convention related activities, including access to access its own office and
clubhouse. One such event included the @Amo

since after the convention, boat rides to this patriotic shrine and access to DC

%4 For an overview of th dashed hopes for accelerated reform &tewn see William H. ChafeThe

Unfinished Journey, American Since World War T&th edition, (New York: Oxford University

Press, 2003), 14650. John D. Silvera, Post Commander, Jesse Palmer Post, No. 1668yBrNY

to Mr. Seaborn Collins, National Commander, The American Legion, June 17, 1955, Microfilm 89

2036, reel 22e11, Subject Files, file:Americardsifolerance, Segregation, ALLA; Collins to Silvera,

June 23, 1955, Ibid., ALLA. The alllack Post 1068vas formed in December 1932, and despite the

economic crisis,, the wunit indicated dedication to
to buy [Legion] caps and wuniforms to make a good sh
Charter Apflication, Jesse Palmer Post, No. 1068, dated December 28, 1932, in Charter File, AL HQ.
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headquarterwould revert to the whites only policy, Post 26 members, led by their
first WWII veteran, declined to accept the pass cards. A€lieago Defender
noted, Al ocal Negro Legionnaires say they
However, as late as Augus236, whites continued to deny their African American
counterparts access to the DC headquarters facffifies.

Photographic evidence of the Georgia De
convention parade published in @Ghicago Defendegive the appeaance of
integration and equality. They show black and white veterans vigorously marching
forward, not in racially separate rows, but intermindf@diven the lengths to which
the DC Legion went to issue thewuidcourtesy
segregation, and the protests it produced, damaging to its image. From the vantage
point of white Legionnaires adhering to segregation, this representation can be seen
as staged, a temporary accommaodation to racial equality for public relations gurpose
in the same way the boat ride to George Wa
national patriotic founding and democracy, was only momentarily an egalitarian
event. However, from the perspective of the black marchers, their participation can be
interpreted as a protest against thephntographed segregation and other

discriminatory practices they sought to abolish. Legion national conventions then, as

25 The details of the 1954 convention protests ar€hicago DefenderSeptember 11, 1954, 2, 12;

Washington Post & Times Heraldugust 23, 1956, 15. Both the JanfiesReese Post 5 and the James

E. Wal ker Post 26 dated from WWI dMashingtoh Jost&f t er t he
Times Heralgd August 8, 1920, 51 and Ibid., January 3, 1921, 31; Itis also clear that their civil rights
activism dated fromhte i mmedi at e post WWI er a. ln 1924 at the
annual convention, for exampl e, Post 26 secured ado
of colored physicians and surgeons on the advisory medical counsel efthewr ans bureau [ si c]
Washington Post & Times HeralAugust 19, 1924, ES10.

FEor the Georgia cont i rChieagotDéfendefSeptembbrell, p95412.0gr aph, s¢
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revealed in the Georgia contingentoés photo
contested Cold WaAmericanism.
To be sure, the Legion was not all together dewbsbme positive instances
of racial change and reform interest in this period. Several affiliates displayed their
capacity for increasing fairness and equality. In early September 1854/islbonsin
Legion included an African American in its state delegation to the national
convention in Washington, D& In October 1956, Memphis born Charles Simmons,
Jr. became the first black commander of Co
supervisiorof five posts, including Denver Post 1, then the largest such unit within
the Legion. At its 1952 convention, the Michigan Legion elected an African
American as its state chaplain. Further, in January 1951, the Pennsylvania Legion
supported the stateasdehy 6 s Fair Empl oyment Practices
District of Columbia Legion called for the Justice Department to investigate the
White Citizens Councils, but it turned down a competing resolution stipulating that
the Councils bevedol amadeépl acedbwear § he Attt o

of subversive organizations. 0 Ot her refor

%7 0n Wisconsin , se€hicago DefenderSeptember 4, 1954, 2/i s con s i mlégatevias ac k d
Andrew Jackson, service officer of Milwaukeebs Col
counterparts, he maintained a high degree of civic activismciadl defense Block Warden, viee

president of the Service Officers and Child f&ee Association, Fifth District Boy Scout Committee

member, vicepresident of the Mt. Zion Baptist Church Deacon Board, and member of Free &

Accepted Masonds Cor iOnthehiglarate df dvit gotivisth among3VWII | bi d .
veterans, see Suzam Mettler,Soldiers to Citizens: The G.I. Bill and the Making of the Greatest

Generation(New York: Oxford University Press, 2005), 1ZZol. Charles D. Young Post 389, a

Afcol ored, 6 post, was named after t leditioffagamstus bl ack o
Pancho Villa. Young became the first African American to earn his rank in the Regular Army units;

but he was retired involuntarily to prevent his promotion to general at the start of WWI. See
http://arlingtoncemtery.net/cdyoung.htrand David KilroyFor Race and Country: The Life and

Career of Colonel Charles Yourf@/estport, CT: Praeger Publishers, 200B8pr Post 389086s fAcol
status, se€harter Application, Charles D. Youmpst 389, February 28, 1939, Charter Files, AL HQ.
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preserved segregation. For example, in August 1956, the Texas Legion authorized
equal voting representation to its segregatecklmits at convention&>®

As these examples indicate, racial change in the Legion remained quite
limited. The unwillingness of the District of Columbia Department to attack the
White Citizens Councils as HAsublihater si ve, 0 h
served to reinforce the racial statyso and limit the prospects for racial progress in
the Legion. By the late 1950s, as southerners increasingly mobilized around the
strategy of fAmassive resistanceo teo the em
Court, under Chief Justice Earl Warren, increasingly liberalized its interpretation of
laws governing the civil liberties of radicals. The Court also established exclusive
federal jurisdiction and control over sedition legislation, therefore rendestey st
laws in this area unconstitutional. Within the Legion, members concerns about
preserving strong state enacted -aatlical legislation converged with southern
Legionnaireso interest in using stateso ri
Theover |l apping of these two interests reinfo:¢

turn, foreclosed upon chances for further racial refrm.

%8Chicago Defender November 10, 1956, 8; Michiganés Chapl ai
Stewart, who also served as pastor of Ebenezer AME chohibago DefenderAugust 30, 1952, 9;

Chicago Defender]anuary 27, 1951, 1®ashington Post & Times Heralduly 22, 1956, B2. On

Texas, sed®Vashington Post & Times Heraldugust 7, 1956, 43. In June 1960, the Bronx County

Legion elected Raymond Carney as i ts védinthet fANegr oo
European Theater ad'Cémbatr §agwok dinesloné 26h19603 6 4

52; Chicago Defendedanuary 27, 1951, 19.

0n the Supr e-h980s deralizatiod tsendmithdregard to the civil liberties of radicals,

and Southerners general use of it to gain support f
Many Are the Crimes, McCarthyism in Amer{@inceton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1998)

3H52353; for an overview wfnthegdadireg mCadirdcdlssd i biegh
Belknap,Cold War Political Justice: The Smith Act, the Communist Party, and American Civil

Liberties(Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1977), Chapter 9.
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The U.S. Supr e nRenngloania\. Metssonr April 1956g 1 n
established exclusive federal authorityptevent the violent overthrow of the
government and nullified Pennsylvaniabds 19
Communist Party leader Steve Nelson. Nedsondecision helped to place the
Legion squarely behind a st @wbrbch thef dresga om
National Executive Committee (NEC) issued a resolution declaring its strong
disapproval of théNelsond eci si on. It wurged the Congress
of the states to enact and enforce-antibver si on | awspassedLegi onnai
various national conventions resolutions that called for the restoration of state
authority over antradical legislation, and denounced the Court for weakening those
laws. At the 1956 convention, members approved a resolution that demanded,

i R e natattion to permit each state to enact-agatition legislation within its own

' imits. o They passed another resolution wh
control, to the detriment of statesd right
d ctatorial form of government. o Three sout
latter resolution, joined by Nevad?.

The 1958 convention adopted a combined resolution that denohetsh

and called for Astrong ac ttesoghts.ttrooughr event f

2For the Nelson decision, see enfdgnnsylvania v. 8lsonby Dean Alfange Jr., in Kermit Halll,

James W. Ely and Joel B. Grossman, ellse, Oxford Companion to the Supreme Court of the United

States Second Edition, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2005), 728, Algange notes intense
oppositioninCongress def eated efforNdsowmolieger §det CoeuCobist del
decision upheld the Pennsylvania Supreme Courtds re
Pennsylvaniabds 1919 sedition |MaawAetaGimesi2@éd Nel son,
127. For t he N Bd&sdrelecisian,sedtew York TimgaMay 6 £956, 78. For the

1956 stateso6 rights resol Broceaings ofths¥Natiofae sol uti ons 13
Convention of the American Legidrgs Angets Californig September-8, 1956, published d3ouse

DocumentNo. 43 85" Congress, i Session, 51. The southern state sponsors of resolution 75 were:

Louisiana, South Carolina and Virginia, Ibid.
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judici al |l egi sl ation by the United States
Pennsyl vania Departmentos role in winning
school curriculum stressing the Constitutional limit on federal power,sin i t A1 s a
crucial base of our democracy and represents our most powerful weapon in the fight
against the Communist conspiracy. o0 This in
Americanism in opposition to Supreme Court authority continued through the decade.
In his attack on a spate of 1957 U.S. Supreme Court rulings overturning the
convictions of well known Communists, in particulates v. U.S(which involved
14 California Communist Party members), th
Mo or e d e celfaat ofehd mattér iE that a combination of irresolution and poor
judgment in high places has put in jeopardy the internal security of the United
Stafes. o

When Legion units in the South went on
federal desegregatioffiferts, they tied the loss of state sovereignty to radical
subversion. The Mississippi Legionds 1957
federally imposed integration of veterans?o
it prevented hseocpiraalc tdiicsec oorfd ,sefigr egati onéwi |
nation invulnerable from attacks from with
decl ared, fAWeéassert, that the safety and

will be weakened and ultimately desged by integration to the delight of those who

271 See consolidated resolutions 143 and 14Proteealings, 48 National Convention, American
Legion, Chicago, lllinoisSeptember, -, 1958 published asiouse Document, No. 486" Cong., £
Session62-6 3; f or Mo or ddssAngelesMimedanuary 651858, C1; for the run of 1957
Supreme Cort rulings see entnGommunism and Cold Waby Michael R. Belknap in Kermit Hall,

et al, eds.The Oxford Companion to the Supreme Col88-199, and the entryates v. United
Statesby Milton R. Konvitz, Ibid., 1108.
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would destroy our form of government. o The

racial reform also led it to call for the state legislature to investigate the NAACP as a

subversive organization, sinceitmai ai ned, the group fAhas beer
to be controlled and intermingled with var
to support wvarious causes and | egislation
our traditionary [sic] Americanway ¢fi f e. 6 The nati onal Legion

this line of reasoning at its 1956 convention, when it approved a Texas Department
resolution for i1t to investigate the NAACP
charges that this organization is infheed by communists and their fellow

travéfers. o

The alliance being forged in the Legion around-ani di cal i sm and st a
rights also surfaced in national commander
Georgiadbs state | egisiatuieommehdeéed OUheubo

their advocacy of statesd6 rights, o to the
Georgiadbs adherence to those principles, a

uphold Georgiabs tr adi texplicatmd hispasition,cy of st a

Daniel used conservative Cold War Ameri can
a central government was fast reducing the
observed. Further he decl ar edthevéehiédlenthan |l | pow
Eor the Mi ssanisntpepgr ateigamnréessol uti on see, fAResol ut
C o n v e nThe Mississippi Veteran August 1957, 5; on the unitds call
investigate the NAACPMlississippi Veteran August, 1957, 4; nttNAACPt he nati on

resolution 421, seBroceedings of the §8\ational Convention of the American Legid8. On the
general conflation of civil rights with subversion in the South, see Mary L. Dud2@#, War Civil
Rights: Race and the Image of American Deraog(Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2000) 28.
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the Kremlin hopes to ride in conquering our free land, as was the case in so many of

the countries in e®dstern and central Europ
The Cold War | anguage of statesod6 rights

agendas helpedtoenstrdhat cri tics of Daniel0s speech

segregationist. This remained the case des

declaring that the International News Service had retracted its initial report that

Daniel said he would fightngptust t o protect Georgiads stat

policies of segregatiofl? To some units, the official explanation for what Daniel said

wasinsufficent As t he Ohi o State Legionb6s top off

1957, 1A We hayv eiticisneas eespects {sic] this mdident, and none of

BDaniels6é remarks are in Telegram, Charl es W. Gei l e
Chicago IL, n.d., Microfim8®2 036, r eel 22el1, Subg leranceFi | es, fil e:
Seg egation. 0 ALLA; Geilebs telegram quoted the Legi
which, as he noted, fithe National Commander authori

the national convention, which approved its states rightdutsn and elected Daniel national

commander, Daniel told tHeos Angeles Times il 6 m convinced the Kremlin hop
government as a vehicl e tloosAhgetes Tinegugustle, 1956022 m of gove
In fact,asamembertfhe Legi onds National Americanism Commi ss
engineer the writing and passage of passage of the 1956 resolution. In the months preceding the

convention, he and a small group of NAC members drafted the resolution and worked totfunnel i

directly to other Commission members, tasked with its distribution to their respective state

departments, in order to build support for it locally. The details of this process are in: Richard

C.ADickodo Cadwall ader, Me mb e rman NG, Guné 50 1996aJamees F. F . Dani e
Dani el , Jr . to W. C. Dani el , June 11, 1956, W. C. A C
James F. Daniel, Jr. to C.A. Tesch, Director , National Americanism Commission June 16, 1956,

Tecsh to James F. Daniel Jure 1956, June 19, 1956, Tesch to James F. Daniel, June 20, 1956, all

in, M-Film 89-0236, reel 22 E11, Subject Files, file: Americanisifolerance, Ibid., ALLA. The

group was well aware of Southern sectional interests involved in the resolution. As Caetalthd

James Dani el on June 5, building support through a
resolution from having a 6southerné tinge to it and
scene. 0 | bid., ALLA.

24 Telegram, Charles W. GeilPublic Relations Division to David C. Leach, Chicago IL, n.d-, M

Film, 892036, Subject Files, file: Americaniéml ol er ance, Segregation, ALLA;
retraction of its report on the segregation word, see Robert Lynch, Asst. National Adjutant & Archi

Closson, Lodi, CA, July 12, 1957, Ibid. Lynch also told Closson after learning from him of the defeat

of a black postdés resolution opposing Daniel ds c¢comn
time we received a lot of communications and@sts, none having come in for the past several

mont hs, we were hoping it was a dead issue. 0 | bid.
commi ssioned him as fian Honorary Colonel on his st a
to James V. Day\ational Public Relations Div., American Legion, Washington, DC, January 30,

1957, Ibid.
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the explanations to date have clarified or controverted the accusation that you stated
that the position of the American Legion i
Legionnaires pr oentgusihgdilteralAmericaridmoMrs. Bettyn m
Green Young, a founder of the Oberlin, Kan
stand Commander Daniel has made the Legion principle of freedom, justice and
democracy ridiculous or is the Legion going to uplhthlese principles only for those
citizens who happen to have white skins?0o
Legion membership, she noted, @Al had consi
she made it cl ear, RBdgregattomstadl. eguiedh | i Haveki o
severe all connect i on .-American Wdliam ll. Qartdfe br uar vy,
Post 16 (Boston, MA) told Daniel, fAThe mem
informed, when the American Legion votedtto uphold the Constitution and to
defy the edict of our Supreme Court, which ended segregation in the Public Schools
of the *€ountry. o

Al s o, in early February, i n AAn Open | e
American Legion, 0 E. B. -blAk&mady MabryPasty56& nder o
(Rome, GA,) told Daniel, ANow Sir, at this

session of the Georgia Legislative bodies, there is quite a bit of controversy over

25 Fred Thacker, Dept. Commander, Rabbi Nathan Zeilzer, Dept. Chaplain, and Thomas W.

Appl egat e, Dept. Judge Advocate, TheMakcm®&dr i can Legi o
1957, MFilm 89-2036, Subject Files, file: Americaniénilolerance, Segregation, ALLA; Mrs. Betty

Green Young and Mrs. R.S. Young, Oberlin, KS, to The American Legion Executive & Administrative

Officers, January 26, 1957, Ibid.; George Simmowst Eommander, William E. Carter Post 16,

Boston, MA to Dan Daniel, February 12, 1957, 1bid.
resolution opposing Danieldéds comments at a Californ
Robert Lynch notedtha, A at the ti me we received a | ot of com
come in for the past several months, we were hoping
1957, Ibid.
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guestions pertaining to civil rights, stat
segre@tion and etc. Unfortunately, it seems that things are not enough to set brother
against brother and, buddy against buddy jeteranis yet in the name of peace, it is
the prayer full hope of the Unit that these things will be resolved for the bessiste
of all the people, of all races contained
unity in this way, Weaver informed Daniel that he, and his post comrades, considered
Dani el 6s remarks a betrayal of tpbsedyr wunder
your buddies, Sir.), may be a bit naive, but, we are also a little confused at your
spirited and encouraging statements given to one side in this controversy, same
statements being particularly encouraging
sd themselves up in defiance of éthe Consti
Post 506, Danields comments under mined the
commi t ment to the fAone hundred percent Ame
defense of the Congtitt i on, f ostering of Al aw and order
Freedom and Democracy. 0 Weaver concluded b
the Legionbs would act in accordance with
a small Post, but we havedn proud to believe in the Ideals of our Legion
organization, andlVe pray Gogdthat we can keep this pride and our faith in God and
Counthy.o

The AVC entered the Daniel controversy in early January, when national
chairman Mickey Levine characterizeddal speech as wAmerican for following

the path of segregationists, which he argu

2’°E B.Weaver, Commander, Grady Mabry Post #506, the Americaomn,eBept. of Ga., Rome, GA
to Mr. W.C. Daniel, February 11, 1957 -MIm, 892036, Subject Files, file: Americanisiolerance,
Segregation, ALLA.
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interests. As Levine decl ared, AWe would wu
citizens and as veterans, that in behalf of humdngigs against states rights you

would declare that the American Legion is not going to become a part of a plot to

keep millions of our people, of which no small number are veterans who fought so

gallantly alongside us in the armed services, intheraddewfc ond ¢l ass citi ze
Further, Levine added, ANot only wil!/| your
repercussions in our nationéit cannot fail
worl déEndorsement of segregatiomildsts by ou
provide a valwuable tool for our enemies in
point was not wunfounded. As Mary Dudzi ak n
prominentlyinantAmer i can propaganda. 0 The AVC al so
claim that the INS had actually retracted its report that Daniel stated he would defend
segregation in Georgia. As tA&/C Bulletinr e por t ed, @ANo such apol o
made public by the wire services according to the best evidence available at AVC

h e a d q u @ahe black ppessadenounced Daniel in similar terms. @Rieago
Defende-ebruary 14 edit-Ameal cantlLebedn, 6Tbhbs¥
democracy is not the ultimate objective of the American Legion, and we take it that

t he Comma n d eresdves tlsat gaestienntbenm it goes without saying that

the brand of Americanism that the Legion advocates is in reality a prototype of the

Masterrace doctrine which both Kaiser Wilhem and Adolph Hitler attempted to push

through in their mad dash for wdrhegemony. If this estimate be correct, the

American Legion is in essence a grave danger to American democracy and free

institutiofs everywhere. o

Z"™While the AVC issued Levineds letter to Daniel in
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Whether Daniel actually used the word segregation in his defense of
Geor gi ads st at e costexrof sguthers resstancentmthe,emargng t h e
civil rights movement, his statement coul d
rights agenda within the Legion being forg
approach to matters of civil libertiesdaaivil rights. The fact that protests over
Dani el 6s remar ks pr ed-@&maricaapodtsiaydomya me fr om A
scattered white units, reveals the dominance of conservativeadidal and
segregationists forces within the organization. ProtestsdopAYC and the black
press, invoking |iberal Americanism, coul d
conservatism. A |l ook at the role of southe
resistance to the civil rights movement further underscordsetipemony of racial

conservatism within the organization.

L e v i migindldetteoin the American Legion Archives, however, a reply from Daniel was not found.

See, MS 2144, American Veterans Committee Records, Series 3, Official Statements, Press Releases,

box 79, folder 6: 1958959 (hereinafter; MS 2144, AVC Recordsr.S), GL; AVC Bulletin

February, 1957, 1, 4. Mary Dudziakeold War Civil Rights 1 2 . For Levinebds original
forwarded to Dani el by the Legiondbs Washington, DC
January 29, 1957, enclosure in MemorandumFr eda OO6 Donnell, American Legi c
William Hauck, Director, Washington DC Office, American Legion, January 31, 195+i|rv] 89

2036, Subject Files, file: Americanignilolerance, Segregation, Ibid., ALLA, in the memo,

O6Donnel |li sstpasessi stheLevineds | etter to Hauck so tha
if it is important.Chicago DefendeFebruary 14, 1957,9. TRéh i ¢ a g o [Debfuern2] 0576 s

1, story stated that Daniel 6s vdowegd sttoa tuepdhso Ird gJhitns , C
did not use the word segregation to make this point
answered the story by restating the INS retraction claim. E.A. Blackmore, National Adjutant, to Editor,

Chicago DefenderFebruanys, 1957, MFilm, 892036, Subject Files, file: Americaniénilolerance,
Segregation, ALLA. Bl a cGhinaga DeféredleHebeuary 28r1958,Ahear ed i n t
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Chapter 6:fiMay the Spirit of Our Boys Who Fell in Battle Live
Forevero: The American Legion an

I n June 1951, the police in Natchez, Mi
halting, for the second consecutive year o
organized by the Frederick Patterson Legion Post, an AfAcaerican unit.

Al t hough the Post obtained permission for

seemstohae been its passage through At he heart
for al most an hour, police released the pa
national cemetery, o0 to carry out remembran

statewide African-American Elks Club convention meeting in Biloxi a couple weeks
later, issued a resolution against police violence directed at blacks, and urged its
members to Atake steps to see that assaul't
violence againstNegre s i n Mi ssi s s i?Blptheconeextdfthe cont i nue
emerging civil rights movement, such incidents reflected the growing unease of
southern whites over the physical presence of organized African Americans. But the
use of the police to interfere Wik Memorial Day procession also highlights the fact
that black veterans were among the most ardent activists in the postwar struggle for
civil rights.

Many bl ack war veterans placed themselyv
on the home front for the gs of citizenship they believed they had earned through
their war service, but which were, nonetheless, being denied to them. As the civil

rights movement intensified in the South during the 1950s, whites developed the

2’8 The Natchez Memorial Day parade isGhicago DefenderJune 23, 1951, 5.
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strategy of @ mappsesingracialrcieasge.Jhesereftods,includéedrthe

creation of new organizations, such as the White Citizens Councils, and the use of

violence to prevent racial integration. White resistance expressed itself in the revival

of southern nationalism, built@und a conservative Americanism stressing an

extreme defense of stateds -nadicgibm.m, white r
defending their states against the intrusions of federal authorities and liberal

organizations seeking racial reforms, southetionalists regarded themselves as

performing their patriotic duty to uphold their region and nation against what they

perceived as unwarranted centralized control by the state and commspistd

subversion of the social ord?PAmong t he tJoyalpatiofsendmo s
nationalists, many white Legionnaires were
opposition to African Americanso fight for
Legionnaires to the struggle of William Walker Post 214, a Jackson, Mgsis

black Legion unit in the forefront of the civil rights movement, and President

Ei senhowerés military intervention in the
strength of antradical ands t a t e snferests ugderlyisg the national Legios

policies regarding segregation. Drawing upon Cold War liberal Americanism

discourse in their civil rights activism, black Legionnaires and their allies, primarily

the AVC and the black press, challenged the white backlash among southern

®Fordiscussin of black veteranso6 expectations for citize
Ronald R. Krebsgrighting for Rights: Military Service and the Politics of Citizenstiipaca, NY:

Cornell University Press, 2006), Chapter 7, and Gary Gefstigjcan Crucible: Race and Nation in

the Twentieth Centur§Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2001), Chapter 5, and the secondary
sources mentioned in fn 280 below. For an overview
see Numan Bartley,he Rise of Massive Resistance: Race and Politics in the South During the 1950s

2" edition (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1999). For excellent discussion of the

revival of southern nationalism and its ideological content, see Jeff WBladg, Struggle, Red Scare:
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Legionnaires, aw e | | as the national Legionds polici
proved to be ineffective.
Post 2146s involvement in civil rights
Mississippi among other AfricaAmerican posts and black civic associations. During
the 1956 Christmas holiday season, black Legionnaires and Auxiliary members from
posts in Clarksdale and Mound Bayou joined their counterparts in VFW posts, the
United Order of Friendship and the Knights and Daughters of Tabor in a relief drive
to aid bla& farm laborers in their struggle to obtain fair wages from white plantation

owners. Unable to get a settlement, workers and their families received this local

assistance, along with a railcar of coal a
inbyCal i fornia contributors and those in oth
had to be turned away. o Dr. T.R. M. Howar d,

Council of Negro Leadership, coordinated the relief effort against the combined
forcesofthelandwner s and the statebds White Citize

served as a unit in the front lines of the fight against segregation. Afrthe

Americar eported, the Postds commander, Al bert
against segregation.Heas been equally active in the N
Evers, then field secretary for the Missis

service officer®°

Segregation and ArtCommunism in the South, 194868(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 2004), esp.;4&, 51:52.

200 the relief effortChicago Defenderdanuary 7, 1958, f or Powel | 6sThei vi |l right
Afro-American Mar ch 8, 1958, 1; on Evled, ®Bdcenpear 88 119570 n i n Pos
1, for the identification of Evers as the Postds se

N. A. A. CThP Missigsippi WeteraMarch 198 , 2. Evers became the stateod:
secretary in December 1954, see Charles Payné,y e Got t he Light of Freedom:
Tradition and the Mississippi Freedom Strugderkeley: University of California Press, 1995), 51;

Evers remainechi his NAACP position during the showdown with the Legion, Bee AfreAmerican
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Beginning in May 1957, the civil rights activism of Post 214 soon embroiled it
in a major confrontatio with the Mississippi Legion. After learning of joint meetings
between local White Councils and two white Legion posts in Jackson, Mississippi, in
early May, Congressman Charles C. Diggs, J
growing trend for white Ameren Legi on posts to meet with
also learned of a higher level of political activity between the councils and the state
Legion, noting that, AMississippios white
have criticized Gov. Jamé&o | eman and his O0state sovereig
approving construction of a racially integ
point out that the commission 6is paid to
a telegram t o altctmemander Dan Daniél sbout the joinb meetings.
As Diggs asked, fAHow can an organization w
foundation act in public concert, on an official basis, with such a hate organization as
the White Citi ze nnaldmetdaamubegion tio@s ndtfejedtthi® Nat i o

kind of Association, it will certainly indicate that it has rejected its fundamental

December 28, 1957, 1. How the American Legion ( black or white units,) or AVC (discussed below)

figured into the civil rights struggle in Mississippi has not been examinathypf the leading and

most recent scholarship John Dittmieocal People: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi

(Champaign: University of lllinois Press, 1995);18, briefly mentions the legacy of WWII veterans

as part of the leadership mix, lides not take up veterans organizations. Charles Payihney, e Got t he

Light of Freedom13, 2425, 3031, 47, 56, 66, 13637, 171, 184182 299, 404, comments much

about the role of WWII veterans in civil rights leadership roles, including the attemptdufaviEvers

and his war veteran brothersd 1946 attempt to vote
not identify or discuss veterans organizations. Robert Francis Setting Down, World War Il

Veterans Challenge to the Postwar Conserfbigsv York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2007), 187, 130, 190,

a study focused on the |l ate 1940s, also discusses,
and identifies him as a later member of AVC, but he does not discuss or explore why and when he

joined (as discussed in fn 281 below). He also adds a general point about black veterans, such as Evers

and some others, who became important in the civil rights leadership. Fuilthekutobiography of

Medgar Evers: An Her ods L Hif Writirgs dettekseamgdBpegcheRe ve al ed Th
(Cambridge, MA : Basic Civitas Books, 2005) a recent
a prominent historian, does not discuss veterans, the Legion or AVC.
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purpose, the promotion of Americanism. o0 I|n
not comment since he had no knowledge of tleesats. Diggs wired Daniel again

on May 21, and included a detailed reference to the joint meeting notice for May 6

that appeared in the MayJackson Clarion Ledger Di ggs al so noted, @A)
responseéis an incredibl e itnhseulunittod smys tiantte
commander Jack Pace, in a public issued announcement, which conflated civil rights

with subversion, ordered al/l ANegroo post s

agitators or face expul sion fr oeheelsbfe or gan

Al bert Powell 6s accusation against the Jac
Al i guor payoffs,o0) and for Abrutalities ag
Aradical agitatorso directive, nbe also dec
businessod investigating Legion activities

Awith respect to the Citizens Councils par
delighted to see other organizations are w

281

On December 18, Fred Metcalfe, the Miss
and a | arge Leflore County plantation owne
charter. In early March, Post 214 officers and members appeared before a committee
appointeby the state bodyds executive committe
charges that the postds officers violated

positionséto promote the ideals and purpos

BlEor Diggs6s May 10 an d@he AffbAmeenicanuaen8gl®syl2.wi t h Dani el |,

On Paceds directive and Cong.-Whiges€&stimeasdi gatuinan
meetings sed\ew York TimedMay 26, 1957, 36, an@hicago DefenderJune 1, 1957, Trhe

Christian CenturyJuly 17,193, 874; f or Pacebs comments concerning
Chicago DefenderJune 1, 1957, 1, adew York TimedMay 26, 1957, 36.
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commi tteeds edepdret odédnecems for using the p
the |l eft wing dominated NAACO Further, it
the charter, not removal of its officers,
the members of the post have aed in or acquiesced in the action of its officers in
reelecting them and in refusing to do anything to prevent their using the officers in
the Legion to disseminate partisan princiap
in hand, the executive commiéte per manently revoked Post 21.:
the state body intended to eliminate the threat Post 214 presented to the existing racial
and economic order. The report did not mention the joint activity between white
Legion units and the White Citime Councils. Such coordinated action apparently did
not qualify as prohibited activity because
integration and equality, the state Legion deemed to be a threat to the region. As Pace
maintained earlier, the statelgi on wel comed the Citizens Co
the fight against Communist subversion it attributed to the work of the NXAC

Reports in the black press actually substantiated the charges that Post 214
advanced the mission of NAAC In July 1957, @leicago Defendenoted,

AMi ssissippi Negroes of voting aderhkawe | u

22 0n the initial, December 18, charter cancellatidew York TimePecember 19, 1957, 42, and

Chicago Defendebecember 8 , 1957, 3; on Metcal febs status as a
biographical information, American Legion Records (hereinafter: AL Records), unprocessed file,

iDeat h Memor andum, Fred R. Met c al & HistoryFite, , November
Biographies, MN, 6 Ameri can Legion Library & Archives (here
this file notes, fAhe was the owner laemkdowogser at or of
ShongoloP| ant ati on. 06 For the ¢ ontinntietetdese 6rse pdoercti sa nodn tt hoe
permanently revoke the chart@he Mississippi Veterafpril, 1958, 1. Apparently seeking

|l egiti macy, the committee report noted, AAt the con
Committee, which has four Negro distrafficials on it, accepted the report, commended the sub

committee, and voted to revoke the charter of William Walker Post 214, and ordered it to turn its

charter and all assets and property over to the Dep
indicate how the black officials voted or what they thought about the case..
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of fice in your respective county and distr
This was the command of William Walker Post, No. 214hefAmerican Legion
Department of Mississippi i ssued in an ope
This report, with its militarytike wording urging blacks to report for duty and register
to vote is what likely so disturbed the Mississippi Legion, &edentire local white
power structure. From their vantage point, veterans were recruiting and mobilizing
the black citizenry, as readying them for a great offensive. Worse still, in a ceremony
held in Laurel in late September 1957, Robert Hearn, presifiéme Laurel Youth
Chapter of the NAACP received the groupods
Post 21406s commander Al bert Powel | . I n yet
mobilization, black Legionnaires were now involved in recruiting thengoas
well 2%

Post 214 officials and their allies immediately mobilized to fight the charter

revocation. Medgar Evers wutilized a rhetor

effort to characteri ze TheAfreAwmisan, asl Ar adi ca

understand the Post iIis said to be dabbling
contrary to Mississippi beliefs is conside
the Legionb6s national preambl e, (nels had Po

affair,) with its talk of defending the U. S. Constitution and democracy, to depict state
Legion officials as usurpers of the organi
remained guiltless in supposedly having vi

provisions. While Al bert Powell announced

283Chicago DefendefDaily Edition) July 22, 1957, 21; for the ceremony €gcago Defender
September 28, 1957, 17.
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national body, John Silvera, commander of the blasksd Palmer Post 1068

(Brooklyn,NY) , call ed wupon national commander Gl
revocaticomal fagifimai on, 0 and to, fAorder Leg
meetings places for White Citizens and sub

Afcreate a commission to plan for Legion ac

Silver aidben sugmevsiti ng that the statesd right
remained unchanged. As Gl eason told Silve
race, color or <cr eed.AboArmerlcane rfiaMrs.u bGl eeqauseonnt 6l s

reply means that lggon halls will continue to be used for meetings admittedly called

for the purpose of att®#cking the U.S. Supr
Cl arence Mitchell, then director of the

used his column in théfro Americar e gar di n g eStitd fitber extdlghe pr ot

patriotic contributions of Post 214, by casting its members as law abiding, staunch

defenders of the nationés highest | egal pr

Legion posts in the South have put that organization on theo§ithose who are

preaching defiance of the U.S. Constitutio

compliance with the Supreme Court. o As Mit

allow local officials to use Klu Klux Klan definitions in the name ofreag national

organization of veterans. Up to this time, the national officials have been able to

escape some share of responsibility on the ground that if they had no official notice of

what 1 s happeni ng.AfrdNfore rtiheddgrnadlisd Wwe IiLte.gd ohhe f

Reaction, 0 and its accompanying cartoon ta

#4The AfreAmerican December 28, 1957, 1; Ibid., April5,38, 6; for Silverads comm
February 15, 1958, 1.
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gave notice of the state Legionds success
investigate the NAACO Whil e |Ilaiombhipst i ng t he
with the White Citizens Council and for ha
as the ACLU and ADA [my abbréations] as fAd6subversive, 60 it p
groupds behavior on older veterans. nSteep
controlled by aging veterans of WWI who fought in a jim crow [sic] army, retained a
segregated organizational setup and still pay allegiance to an outmoded concept of
6separate but equal. 60 While the reference
elidedthe fact that state commander Metcalfe was himself a WWII Navy veteran, a
status he undoubtedly shared with many of hissggregation Legion peers, who
likewise fought in a racially segregated milit&Fy.

These discrepancies, however were surely weremaown to the editors,
whose purpose seems more to have been to portray the events surrounding Post 214
as occurrences best relegated to the interwar past, as contrasted with the promise of
genuine postwar equality. This point comes out in the edidosal car t oon ti tl ed
AAmer i @addMing simssi ppi Version.o It depicts a |
necked white Legionnaire, in full Legion military uniform, who stands with his left
arm angled authoritatively against his substantial coat belt, bearinghdraar
| abel ed, AAmerican Legion. 0o His left hand
document, reading, AAlliance Wi th Miss. Wh

held close to his mid section, he dangles a set of handcuffs with one manacle opened,

BFEor Mitchell 6s remar ks, TamAlrcAmerisan Pebrsaiytl5, 44andi n t he NA/
| bi d. , March 29, 1958, 4; on Metcal feds WWI I Navy s
FredRMet cal fe, Jr ., Nove mBdistorpFile Bidhg@phiesoMi, @ AMmLMIAS Si ssi

the Legionnaire cartoon is imhe AfreAmerican March 22, 19584. For an excellent discussion of
racial segregation in the military during WWII see, Gergtlagican Crucible Chapter 5.

187



atthe ready. He looks backward over his left shoulder with a scowl, head tilted chin
The entire pose suggests the image of a strutting Nazi or Brown Shirt. The caption
reads: filtds our patriotic duty to teach t
subversive. o0 In this capacity, the Legionn
duty to God and Country against authoritarian dictatorship, is placed in the service of
domestic reactionary elements whose activities efface its meaning. The once well
regarded war hero is now but a willing mercenary of fite.

TheAfro-A me r i subsaqoent editorial further reinforced these messages.
I n addressing the state Legiondés charges t
vi ol ated the Lerguiloensd s icto nasstkietdut ifioTnhael i deal s
NAACP are to advance the cause of colored citizens, secure their rights guaranteed
under the constitution and promote the blessings of democracy for all people. Most of
us have taken for granted that the Aita@n Legion stood for the same things. If they
donodot , just WHAT DO THEY STAND FOR?0 The e
Legionds potAemetriiaclanas hamreadn to the nati on.
ideals are counter to this and they are dedicetesome ulterior and sinister program
cleverly hidden beneath their pretensions of sygagériotism, both the public and
veterans contemplating joining their ranks need to know just what their program is.

We have seen what the Black Shirts did for Itatgat the Brown Shirts did for

28 The AfreAmerican March 22, 1958, 4. For recent discussions of how WWII, was to an important
extent, defined as a war against racism see Mary L. Dudz@#, War Civil Rights: Race and the
Image of American Democra¢irinceton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2Q@0})1; and Gerstle,
American CrucibleChapter 5.
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Germany, and what other fascist organizations have doneaWmtafford to let that
happen®here. o

| mmedi ately following the state Legiono
AVC joined the fray in late December 1957, lifeang the beleaguered post a
charter. In keeping withitsneme gr egati on policy, the AVCOs
the new unit would need to be opened to wh
the charter, national chairman William Ming excoriategl tlegion for its segregation
practices, and declared, Alt i s a monstrou
honorably discharged veterans who served the American armed forces, fighting for
freedom, and now they find themselves thrown bodily out of@alled patriotic
American veterans organization. o In early
AVC for its action, and noted, fAof course
stated that for the moment, the post remained set on its present coungeatihggo
the Legiond6s national office. As Powell de
here to the finish and we mean just that, for we have contributed much to the

organi zation and we are not going to take

afterwa d s , Powel | i nformed the AVCO6s executi v
nwe are stild/l interested in the offeréand
information from you we will go about sett

Birkhead reinforced#hn AVCO6s determination to provide

214. As he told Powell, AWe appreciate you
the Legion | eaders there,o and, he added,

#7The AfrecAmericanApr i | 5, 1958, 5. The editorialds | ast ser
Lewi sds 1935 novel, depi ttheiUnitgd Statesdd Sindlaird ¢wilsg fCanditst t a

Happen HergNew York: New American Library, Penguin Group USA, 2005).
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other similar activittesyhi ch we may be able to carry on
Powel |l that other veterans stood behind hi
that there are many thousands in our organization and, we are equally sure, in the

Legion itself, who abhor theinkd of thing that was done to you and your fellow

members of tH® Jackson post. o
Post 21406s internal battle with the Leg
fruitless. As Powell explained to Birkhead

State Dept. dedisn to the National Dept. But even until now nothing clear has been

handed down by the National Batlyhe State Dept. with the aid of race traitors have

set up a puppet group bearing our name and
Legion had rechartered Bst 214 and staffed it with blacks they Hehdpickedo

serve as its new officers. In early November Alfr@-Americanalso reported that the

NAACP recently voiced its fAdisapproval of

Department...postsinthefac of t he continuing insults to

®press release, AAVC Offers Charter to Ousted Legio
AVC Records, Series 9, Local Chapters, 89, folder 4: Jackson, Mississippi Chapter, #319, 1950

1959, (hereinafter, Ser. 9, Local Chapters), GL; Albert Powell, Commander, The William Walker Post

214, Jackson, MS to Mr. Kenneth Birkhead, Executive Director, AVC, Washington DC, January 7,

1958, bid., GL; Birkhead to Powell, January 14, 1958, Ibid., Ghe AfreAmerican reported on

Powel |l 6s appeal to the Nat i &hicadoDéfendpiMarch23viay 31, 1958
1958, 4; for other r e AGQ Bulketin Ddcembdr £957AN &ledvs Char t er o
York TimesDecember 20, 1957, 55. The AVC originally contacted Powell through James Edwards, of

the Edwards & Evans Burial Association and Funeral Home in Greenville, MS, who Mickey Levine

met on during his 1956 Southern toueeSKenneth Birkhead to Mdames Edwards, December 20,

1957, Il bid., GL. AVCOGs previous presence in the are
#3196s Charter in July 21, 1950, after placing it o
than the ten members required for a Charter, see Joe Clorety, AVC National Secretary to Thomas A.
Armstrong, Chairman, Jackson Chapter, AVC 319, Augu
Chapter, then with some 417 members, proved to be a key faiwe 1946 Senate hearings held

there to investigat-fei idhemaroaentBidfbot. hd Sehvaemtter 6s é me
the heari ng, anmathinginfeience bheopghoaitrthé statefwasrresponsible for hundreds

of Mississippians apger i ng t AVCBudlatiy Relbryary 85, 1947, 2. Both Payhep ve Got t he

Light of Freedom24-25, and Saxe5ettling Down1861 8 7, poi nt out veteranso6 par
Bilbo hearings, but neither discuss the AVCO6s rol e.
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Aposts have been ordered to stay out of NA
appeal to the national Legion to intervene
succeeded in anothersensePAs we | | 6 s report to Birkhead cc
have won a moral victory for almost daily we are getting calls from all over our State

in relation to AVC units. Here in Jackson on Novembét s hope to have (11)

eleven veterans ready to formagraupder t he AVC Banner . O Pow
effort did not stop there. He noted his st
the hands of responsible men whose interests are now in the AVC and when we get

organized in Jackson we plan a mass exodustefans from other groups all over

the state. o Powell also included a copy of
organizing plan, which they sent to the Associated Press and United Press

International. Framed in the language of liberal Americanisexpressed their

deeply felt sense of patriotic outrage ove
especially to the Mississippi Legionds use
practices against other Negro veterans within this state attgotd exercise their
individual right of freedom of speech, o0 it
motivated freedom loving veterans to ally themselves with an organization that does

not engage in suchéo[b]vioudtopnviteallt i ces of
freedom loving veterans who fought and bled for such right[s], to join them
regardless of color, creed or religion.o W
AVCOs new executive director I rwin Lichlit

and membership card&’

9powell to BirkheadDct ober 22, 1958, and attached press rele
Units Proposed for Mississippi,o0 MS 2144, AVC Recor
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The AVCO6s role as an ally within of 195
Mississippi actually began in early 1955, when it contributed $5,000 to t&tate
Bank, which the NAACP set up to provide funds to blacks financially penalized by
whites for their civil rights activities.
members [to] deposit savi'ragneal conventioh e Me mphi
1955, the AVC conferred its first Citizenship Award on T.R.M. Howard, leader of the
Mississippi Regional Council of Negro Leadership for his civil rights activism in the
state. In February, the group focused attention on the need to prevent the arch
segregationist Mississippi Senator James O. Eastland from assuming, by seniority
rules,anope seat on the Senate Judiciary Committ
Senate protesting the matter contributed to its effort to cast Mississippi
segregationists as operating thoroughly ou
democrati c | eg alwhodougtteagainst ldwkessnegseot Nazi a n
tyranny...and Communists aggression in Koreacavotstand idly by while there is
a possibility that one who has impeded the work of the Senate and flouted the

constitutional power smfineto beelevatadtotliten 6s hi ghe

fiJackson, Mi s si s s ir1p9p5i 9 , Bovadphdded his signaturetre prass reél€ase,

and inscribed the note: fAThis has been sent to Asso
GL; The AfrecAmericanNovember, 1, 1958; Irwin Lechliter, AVC Executive Director, to Powell,

October 27, 1958, MS 2144, Ibid.. Abugh Powel | 6s subsequent career r el
clear that the AVC maintained a strong working relationship with Medgar Evers until his assassination

on June 12, 1963. As AVCoO6s Feldman informed the NAA
AVC 1959, AFrom 1960 wuntil his death we worked cl os
included raci al integration of the Jacksonébés Vetera
Feldman, AVC Executive Director to Mr. John A. Morrell,sistant to the Executive Secretary,

NAACP, New York, NY, August 29, 196B,apers of the NAACP, Part 24: Special Subjects, 1956

1965, Series B: Leagues and Organizatjgkimerican Veterans Committé@ethesda, MD: University

Publications of America, 1997picrofilm Reel 29, frames 2068009 (hereinafte?apers of the

NAACP, Part 24, Series B: Leagues and Organizati8B®C,mi cr of i | m Reel 29); on Eve
assassination, James T. Patter&nand ExpectationsThe United States, 194868(New York:

Oxford University Press, 1996)81.
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chairmanship of the committee most concerned with the legal structure of the United
States. o0 The AVCO6s strategy aimed at havin
reminded the chamber 6s meavbawisejintheal | ows t h
choosing of members and chairmen of standi
Eastlandds seating would harm Americads i m
il eadership in the struggle against the ev
chairmanship of this vital committee to a man who defies laws and hinders the
democrati®® process. o

The AVCO6s efforts t-@&maricamtlaceaoptsiddiofshei ssi pp

countryodos mainstream democratic political
characterizations accompanying its plan, a
action against the growing | awlessness, 0 t

chairman Mickey Levine, called for immediate intervention by federal law
enforcementofficihk s, At o uphold the | aws of the nat/|
voluntary boycott against the products of
commi ttee for political refugees from Miss
Mi ssissippi 6the bMegkot haoCGCghtain, 60 unamb
state as akin to a Soviet bloc nation. The radio program was needed, as Levine stated,

Aso that the people of that State O6may di s

29 AVC Bulletin March, 19551. As Payne notes, the T8itate bank was established as a biawked
institution in January 1955 so that outside money would reach activists. Its strategy proved successful
inthat white banke nded t heir sanctions to stop this practice

ot her groups, including organized | abor, o contribut
| 6ve Got t he,d4d6.A¢CBulletin Novdmber, d3b% Mmandashhgton Post & Times

Herald Oct ober 31, 1955, 15. Howardds Council was bas
economic interests, see Payheh ve Got t he ,-B3yhtFof Fheeom text of
petition , fAA Petietniadre,t d etbhr dA\diBylietid @aebrusditBi6e20 S
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t hi nkd. 0 L e vnedtke planttdookiMagadingvriteysuahdlini a national

ABC news interview, immediately afteookp u bl i shed detail s of Emn
murder as related by two Mississippi whites, subsequently acquitted for the crime. In

his appeal fo®rndtviedtedo ane odcadvion probl ems
decl ared, fAWe fought against | awlessness i
| awl essne®d's at home. 0o

There is no evidence the specifics of the plan went further than the

announcement of these proposalsAs much as anything it refl
frustration and mor al out rcwigrightsvislence. Mi ssi s s
But at | east one of the groupds key allies

reception. CongressmanDiggsor one tol d Executive Directoa
no one feels more strongly about initiating corrective action, | feel that some of the
proposals are i1 mpractical and intemperate.
i mpact it wouldbilmagkseionztemes . sthidt ewdbsuul d pa
movement which would result in a mass evacuation of Negroes from Mississippi. My
experience from visits there convinces me that such a proposal plays right into the

hands of the White Citizens Councils, wiszognize the potentiality of the high

percentage of Negroes in Mississippi and are attempting to drive at least 500,000 of

them into other states. o |In opposing Levin
back on his faith tdilantandAemocrdcycwouldslabgelyp el i ef s

Ael i mi nate these weak spots, ocoscaeved as Miss

®'Eor the AVCOs pAvVe Bulldtimlanuavi 1956 1sThe gpmidation of the Iron

Curtain metaphor to the GdddMareCividRigktsoutG.8tDardeppear i n Du
Mi ssissippi 6s state NAACP president, at the group©6s
Obehind Americads | r dhe AiGAmeticaniNaveniberi2) 196813 addr ess. 0
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statements and actions. o Pakiser further a
inherently lawless and that they wish to behave as loygéA i can ci ti zens. 0
this assumption, Pakiser noted that while some measures would be required to bring
about the Southods compliance with Supr eme
not in order. o0 Pakiser vi eyee@fomwhatthe pl an, i n
regarded as one key aspect of the nationods
tenetof our religious faiths and of American democracy that all men have within

them the possibility of redemption. This is no less true of racist Mippians than,

say the Communists fellotvavelerso f t he 630s. We do not bani
the Union to bring about the redemption of
with Pakiser, noting that, flheansiethe e t hat
right place, 0 but, he argued, fi We need to
Southerners accepting and supporting the end result. May be that seems impossible,

dark as things | ook now. But ifmuwhe donodot t
faith in otiThfeslel owimamnéd served to furthe
liberal Americanism.

The crisis precipitated by the attempt
Central High School in the easomeghingliged | of 1
ia decl aration of war oo was unnecessary to
South. The unprecedented intervention by the Eisenhower administration into Little

Rockdés desegregation controver sthieA¥Gpeci al |

292 Djiggs to Birkhead, February 8, 1956, MS 2144, AVC Recdrds,21, Ser. 1, Subjects, Subser., 2,

Civil Rights, box 21, folder 8: Black Veterans in the South, 195558, GL; f or Paki ser és
AVC Bulletin March, 1956, 2; Charles H. Hubbell, Ann Arbor (MI) to Dear FellkW Cer 6 s Apr i | 15,
1956, MS 2144, AV@QRecords, folder 8: Black Veterans in the South, 18858, Ibid., GL
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and the Legion concerning the legitimate use of federal authority and the meaning of
American democracy. Confronted by Arkansas
refusal to comply with comdrdered desegregation mandates and the escalation of
mob violence by local whites over the presence of a small group of black students
entering Central High on the morning of September 23, President Eisenhower did
what he had previously hoped to avoid. On September 24, in order to restore law and
order and end theolent resistance to integration of the school, the president
depl oyed el ement s Airborne bisiotto [Sttle Réck, whild s 10 1
simultaneously federalizing the Arkansas National Guard directly under his
command>®

This action sent southe Legion units into a frenzy of denunciations over
what they deemed as an unwarranted intrusion of federal power. In its resolution
attacking the Presidentds actions, Al abama
representing 5, 000 members in four countiespked a multiplicity of meanings
about the Cold War, wartime sacrifices, and even Southern womanhood. The group
sent their protest directly to the Preside
resolution turned the f krightsipragagagdaaendéts n ment 0 s
head. AThe only justification we have ever
combat communist propaganda. We in the South have never nor shall we ever attempt

to live in such a way as to please the commudighe United Sites Army

0n the white mob actions of September 23 at Little
of 1I0'Ai rborne and federalization ofAMéterlofadusicasds Nati or
Eisenhower and the Beginning of the Civil Rights Revolititaw York: Simon & Schuster, 2007),

195196, and DudziakCold War Civil Rights1271 28 ; t he key events of Eisenho
can be followed in NicholgA Matter of Justie, Chapters 8 and 9, and Dudzi&lgld War Civil

Rights Chapter 4.
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notwithstanding ¢ Fur t her, they held the use of the
principle for which we fought and [an act which] threatens the people of this Republic
with a future existence si mil aionnaires t hat of
drew upon gender and patriotism in a way that called into question the manhood of
both the President and the $@irborne Division, through an assertion of their own
manl i ness. AWe would suffer the c@gnsequenc
officer rather than prod defenseless girls into an integrated school with bare
b a y o f*&Thespotential for mutiny and rebellion against the commaitdehief,
and the nationds |l aws, in this instance, I
of southern womanhood. Defiance of both the President and the Supreme Court were
reworked as a patriotic defense of the nation against a comrstylessubjugation of
the American people that Khruschev himself would find pleasing.

An Alabama Legion reportprwarded to national commander John Gleason
in early October 1957, summari zing resolut
posts to express their fioutraged feelingsbo
Rock, struck similar themes. Post membebsech representations of their wartime
sacrifices and presidential denigration of the democratic system, to justify their
massive resistance to federal authority. They rested much of the presumed legitimacy
of their case upon tbstséprevcompowad dal g
who have served honorably with pride in the armed forces of the United States,
having offered their lives on tredtarof sacrifice in time of war, and so are well

gualified to speako. Fr oms teécetiironsa nd mdyeer mior

2% For the text of these parts of tt8Bi st ri ct 6 s pr ot BisinghansPest Heralelws c | i ppi
October 2, 1957, in AL Records, Microfilm, @036, Reel 22E11, Subject Files, fikemericanism
Tolerance, Segregation, 0 ALLA.
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very system they, and their fellow soldiers, fought and died for under his wartime
command of them. ARnThe President has now ar
of the armed forces of these United States by using them atiaindellow citizens

in one of the Sovereign States.o I n this s
actions did assault the old system of stat
from their perspective, this was the society that they teewtr to protect. In this
representation, they also depicted themsel
desegregation, as the presidentds victims,
whose rioting openly def i &ildthdapostsdi&nmopr eme Co
cal l outright for a boycott on military se
spectacle of men in American uniforms using-tpuitt and bayonet against their

fellow American citizens so shocks the sensibilities of those whod®ved in the

these same armed forces that a further willingness to serve therein is seriously

compromisedd The emphasis they placed on fimen it
images of force in repressing resistance, suggested that the troops acted iera mann

not consistent with American democratic ideals, but more like a brutal, and alien, Iron
Curtain army. For all these reasons, the p
forces should be discontinued forthwith, a
made again except upon the direct request of the Chief Executive or Legislature of the
affected So*Asthe administr&ionaden®nsivated its commitment to

enforcing Supreme Court desegregation mandates, Legionnaires mobilized

2% John H. Wienand, Jr. Department Commander, American Legion, Department of Alabama to John

Gleason, National Commander, October 4, 1957, AL Recordsiiv] 89-2036, Reel 22E11, Subject

Files, file: Americanied Tol er ance, Segregation, ALLA; Gleason r
of your letter dated October 4, and | have duly noted the sentiments expressed, Gleason to Wienand,

October 8, 1957, Ibid., ALLA.
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conservative Ameécanism discourse to resist them. In short, their conservative
Americanism authorized their argument for the continuance of racial inequality under
thestatusgyuo regi me of statesd rights.

A number of Legion posts kegyngthehe f ocus
use of force as facilitating an +American system of governance. Veterans of
Williston, South Carolina Legion Post 75 labeled the federal use of troops,
Aunnecessary, uncalled for, and a gross Vi
intervention disrupted the otherwise wellr der ed soci al system base
and segregation. Post 20 of Plain, Dealing, Louisiana, for example, in a resolution it
sent to Eisenhower, maintained, Athis high
of the most chaotic condition ever known in our Republic, which condition is vividly
characterized by the bayormtinted ruthlessness of the soldiers under your
command. 06 The post blamed Ei senhower for t
defiance othe mobs and the system they defended, in its demand that he,
Ai mmedi ately countermand the orders which
di sharmony and withdraw all fed-eral troops
federalize the NathieonGularQlu atrod étahned Steattuer no ft
stipulating their demands for the restorat
and as Citizens [sic] of these United Stat
the terms of their Americanism, onlydy as whites were true citizens, and that
federal intervention disrupted that entire social construct. In this sense, integration
itself constituted an wuAmerican act for attempting to undermine a governing system

based upon white citizen rule. Carterr@eil Hagler Post 178 (Augusta, GA), in a
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telegram it sent national commander Dan Daniel on the morning troops surrounded
Central High, protested the Armyds presenc
Guard, fnas const it ut inalotergerence with aadjiavdsiomnd unc

of the sovereign rights of the state of Ar

Amust wultimately |l ead to the establishment
and 97 (Danville, VAdbmet phestabefobDasebBDanhe
unwarranted and brut al use of forceéresul't

citizens. o0 Adding f ur t-styerepréssionttheyedecrieahage o f
AThe invasion of privat efcipzensipecElr t y, the wunl
incommunicado without charges, the use of massed bayonets against innocent
children, the arrogation of civilian schoo
Americans familiar with fADay Underd Communi
by the Legion in Mosinee (WS) in early 1950 to show townspeople what life would
be like under Soviet rufé? (let alone the real Soviet suppression of the Hungarian
revolt in 1956) this representation recalled its scariest elements.

The resolution pagd by Legion Post 1 in Jackson, Mississippi to protest the
Little Rock intervention, asserted the legitimacy of its conservative Americanism

protest by invoking memories of sacrificing citizemrriors, while also hinting at a

29 Resolution, American Legion Post #75, Willist@outh Carolina, enclosure in S.T. McClain, Post
Adjutant to American Legion Headquarters, October 9, 1957, AL Recor#dm89-2036, Reel

22E11, Subject Files, file: Americani§niolerance, Segregation, ALLA; O.S. McFatter,

Commander, and J. Keeth jithnt, RoackstraryharHolland American Legion Post 20, Plain

Dealing, (LS) to The Honorable Dwight D. Eisenhower, President of the United States, September 27,
1957, Ibid., ALLA; Telegram, F.M. Davis Adjutant and Executive Committee, Carter BurdellHagle
Post 178, Augusta, GA, to Commander Daniels September 25, 1957, Ibid. ALLA; on the Danville
posts,The Virginia Legionnaire November 1957, 1. For a discussion of the mock communist
takeover in Mosinee (WS), stagemmomi May, Dage CHODPL e
in, Richard M. FriedThe Russians Are Coming!, The Russians Are Coming!: Pageantry and
Patriotism in ColdWar America(New York: Oxford University Press, 1998.)
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boycott of drhei thnmdntt aegfyfoesr tree. Whil e noting
support of a Astrong military force for th
warned, fiunless the Federal Government des
of this post consisting of appximately 2,000 veterans who prided themselves on

being a part of the Citizen Army of World War |, World War Il, and the Korean

Conflict, that future enlistments in the military forces will decrease with far reaching

and dangerous results to our militaryf f i ci ency needed i n defens

While such an act in any circumstances, but especially in Cold War times, could be

seen as traitorous, from their perspective
rights of all Stateisrtowgovetrecemaald aohairios.
was not rebellion, but the neces$ary defen

In October 1957 the Mississippi Legion issued a racially inflammatory
editorial directed at Eisenhower that also accused thedPeesit 6 s Li tt |l e Rock
intervention of fostering the Soviet cause
Red hands, Ike, by stirring up a mess of racial hatred, using Federal force to cram a
minority opinion down the throats of a majority. The people of Hunhgaust wonder
now i f this isndt the reasdthatyohweret hey di dn
pl anning all the time to do the same thing
al so turned the administrationosactdal d War
Al ke gets on TV, after being instructed by
instructed by Robert Montgomery as to how to stand, look, and how to say it, then Ike

says, in effect, O6This situadi Mdomscaw.lLdttl!l e

2For this resolution, adopted October 10, 1957, by Henry H. Gravéd Pieckson (MS) séEhe
Mississippi VeteranNovember 1957, 6.
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Yep, Ike, it sure is but who is giving the most comfort to Mostdvaubus by calling

out the Guard to prevent violence or you by sending in Federal troops who started

violent action by beating people over the head, sticking them with bayonets and

|l ocking up people without charges?0 This s
being in need of prepping by others to make his speech, received further comment in

the editorial s attack on African Ameri can
sitsat the bar on the fthole and reads the congratulatory messages from sueh Red

tinged morons as Loodapped[Lena]Horne, LiverLipped[Louis] Armstrong, and

HasBeen Robinson, we canod6ét help but wonder
also preserd Little Rock as but the latest episode in a long string of incompetent

selout s to the enemy. fAOle I ke has done it

Fall

hands of the Reds, just like he played right into the hands of the Germans at the
0Bl undeBrul gfe ,tbheand just | ike he played righ
he held us up at the Elbe river and let them take Berlin, and just like he let the Red
ridden N.A.A.C. talk him into pushing a-salled Civil Rights bill through Congress,
and just lile he played into Red hands when he appointed Warren to the Supreme
Court, and just like he played right into Red hands when he condemned Senator Joe
Mc Ca r ©2he buinbling chief executive appears as unfit to command in peace,
as he allegedly was in war.
Anger among Birmingham, Al abamads veter

intervention spilled over into the cityos

®s5ee the editorial, AThe MRssdippi VateranOctolaery 1967, lng Li ke Hel
For examples of statements by administration officials expressing their concerns over thderetm

the United States by the use of Little Rock in Soviet propaganda, their efforts to counter it in

Ei senhowerds speech to the nation, and the speechos
Dudziak,Cold War Civil Rights130-133.
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Veterans Day committee coordinating the ceremonies invited Army Chief of Staff
General Maxwell Taylortospa k at t he Aworl d peaceo | unch
cancelled his appearance at the event. In early November, 1957, directly quoting a
report from theBirmingham NewstheWashington Post & Times Heratdported
that the committ ee, tLiitle Rockandaelatedsubseqiert pr oc e d
developments elsewhé&&d ound it advisable to altereéits
celebration. o Also, this report stated, i
the Regul ar Army uni t s ointoto both the desord optlaet e . 0 T h
segregationist veterans to affront Eisenhower by proxy, and at the same time, by
leaving the U.S. Army out, they further reinforced their message about defending
states® rights.

Another issue concerned ongoing dissatisfaetn , fAat t he use of i
regular Army units, and a mixed WAC band which had appeared in the parade here in
past years. o0 The committee also secured Am
Gl eason as Gener afPAFthiyepisodedesds, LitlRoekc e me n t .
implied desegregation everywhere in the civilian world, just as it occurred within the
military community under Eisenhower. In short, by banishing the administration from
Birminghamés Veterans Day, Alhathiglenads veter
Rock and desegregation of the military betrayed and dishonored what their

Americanism stood for, the perpetuation of white racial dominance under state

29 \Washingtm Post & Times Herald November 1, 1957, A3.
300
Ibid.
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sovereignty. In substituting for General Taylor, Gleason once again signaled the
Legi omd s eenrecht of statesd rights.
African-American Legionnaires challenged the meanings white veterans

ascribed to Little Rock when white New Orleans Legionnaires invited Governor

Faubus to speak atthefDi stri ct 1957 Veteransaba Day cer
staunch defender of statesod rights and rac
as a role model for politicians in other states and jurisdictions resisting federal

integration mandates. The day before the ceremony, Leon S. Edwards, comrhander o

the Nelson Harper Post 554 Algiers, (LS), a black unit, wired national commander

Gl eason, stating that, Athe memberséobject
guest speaker of the American Legion. 0 As
nationally, andnternationally known that his conduct in defiance to the order of the

court and |l aw of the I and in the Centr al H
his conduct has been in conformity with our basic democratic system of government

northe constitutio of the of th®¥ American Legion. o

Another black unit, Albert Dalcour Post 555, in New Orleans, wrote Gleason

shortly after the event to Aprotest very s

As the unitds commander E gsdswa cdRtoolelsialn s st at e

31 The identification of this event as a LegichQistrict project is in, Esau J. Rollins, Commander,

Albert Dalcour Post 555, New Orleans, LS to John S. Gleason, Jr., National Commander American
Legion, November 16, 1957, AL Records;Mm, 892036, Reel 22E11, Subject Files, file:

Americanisn® Tolerance, Segregation, ALLA; Telegram, Leon S. Edwards, Commander, Nelson
Harper Post 554, Algiers LS to Gleason, November, 10, 195 89-2036, file:Americanisnd

Tol erance, Segregation, ALLA; for Post 5546s
Charter, o Nelson Harper Post 554, Al giers, LS,
Headquarters, Indianapolis, IN, (hereinafik HQ). On Faubus as a role model of southern defiance,
see Pattersotgrand Expectations416; and, Andrew J. Dunafmerica in the FiftiegSyracuse, NY:
Syracuse University Pres®)06), 220.
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figure. One who defied the Chi€&ixecutive Dwight D. Eisenhower, president of
these great United States. o Rollins emphas
to appear at another Legion f sintbetrighbo n. 0 We

direction so there would not be any recurrtr

Chicago Defender e port ed, spoke on Veterans Day, A f
Orl eans brand new City Hall .o ricdme paper | a
American members of Post 55506s auxiliary (
noted, fiabsent were Negro members of the A
heads of the two posts in New Orleans. 0 RO
provi si ons in the Legion constitution againsHi
identifying its infractior"?whi | e Edwar dsés more general co

may have been more about its democratic ideals. In highlighting the power prestige of
presidatial authority in the Little Rock crisis, the greatness of the nation, and the

harm Faubus inflicted on American democracy in defying the Court, black
Legionnaires were asserting their claims to equal citizenship rights within a new
liberal postwar ordethey had sacrificed for in battle. Further, by having Faubus

speak at the new city hall, one still firmly in occupied segregationist territory, white

Legionnaires asserted their segregationist notion of the postwar social order based on

302Rollins to Gleason, November 16, 1957, Al RecordsFivh, 89-2036, file: Americanisid

Tol erance, Segregation, Il bid., ALLA; for identifica
for Post Charter, o Albert Dalcour Post 555, New Or |
AL, HQ; Chicago Deéndet November 30, 1957, 3; Rollins (1bid.)
invitation as a violation of Article 11, Section 2,

AThe American Legi on-poktitaband shall noebasadofa hd dissemihayion n o n

of partisan principles nor the promotion of the candidacy of any person seeking public officer or
preferment. d Section 2 also prohibited candidates a
in the Legion, butwithth pr ovi so, fAProvided that members of post
special commi tt e eNatohahQonstitutian and Bimwsaf tHe dmericm Legipn

Revised October, 1955, 3.
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racial hierarchy ah subordinate citizenship for navhites. To the black membership,
Faubus represented the antithesis of the world they desired. His presence on the
platform insulted a day devoted to the memory of their past and present sacrifices for
freedom. Through theeboycott of the event, black veterans asserted their belief in a
new day of racial equalidy their liberal Americanism.

The AVC reinforced these aspirations from the very start of the Little Rock
crisis. On September 4, Faubus used the Arkansas NaBoaadl to prevent the
black high school students from entering Central High while white mobs
simultaneously perpetrated acts of physical and veéebar. TheAVC wired
Ei senhower , Awithin hours, o urging himto
units as long as Faubus used them as instruments of defiance. The group also
suggested the President a rationale for the proposed action, thatinigeAVC
firealizes that National Guard units are under the direction and control of the
Governors of the variaustates, yet at the same time, the Federal Government
contributes to the housing, equipment, and
the AVC called upon the President to act against increasediahtights violence
in the South. Americans \uss the countriistened taCBS radio discussing the
AVCOs message. The groupbs September 4 mes
Cold War <civil rights discour se. AOur frie
communists behind the Iron Curtain who look toarsiéadership must be completely
disillusioned when they hear of federally supported troops being used as they are in
Arkansas. 0 Al so noting upcoming meetings (

~

Ato consider the Russi aoplesshepthaywessesi on of t h
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attempting to secure a greater measure of
tragic if the world was reading of the continued suppression of civil rights in
Arkansas by federally supportremdmdssageops. 0 |
to Eisenhower, the AVC called upon him to end his golfing trip and resume command
of the situation at the White House, since
while the mobs were active i n lnithet !l e RocKk
hands of enemi® propagandists. o

In calling for an end to federal aid to the Guard, the AVC focused attention on
its actions under Faubus. The group argued that the Guard, and other units like it,
undercut gover nment pr gregatiensasd,iningreasingd oi ng aw

civil rights in the nation.o Pointing to t

o

Aithe will of the people on civil rights,
acting to suppress these goals frustrated thatamd, their belief in the legitimacy of
federal authority. AOur people will | ose f

seems to support civil rights, while on the other hand, it continues to recognize troops

who are bei ng us eTte sbldiondneartyentailedvwatrdiningtheg ht s . 0
Arkansas National Guard because, AThe Gove
the training the Guard may have received by giving official blessing in the minds of

the members of the Guard that defiancedfe | aw of the | and i1 s mo
The training AVC envisioned, which it term

WHVets Urge President Rlernkoavnes aFse d\eartailo nSaul p pGouratr dF, roo nd e
1957, MS 2144, AVC Records, Ser. 3, Press Releases, box 79, folder 4,988%%5L; on the speed

of the AVC 6s mov eAVC®BulletipSeptembdr 19%4; ferewertsoofSeptember

4 in Little Rock,Nichols,A Matter of Justicel721 73, on CBS6s coverage of the .
position,AVC Bulletin Sept ember 1957, 1; for the AVCO6s earlier
southern violencéAVC Bulletin January, 1957, 3VC Bulletin September 137, 3.
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conditioning and orientation, o6 would provi
philosophy and traditi on oupaldopointecddutithatg t hese
AThe Nati onal Guard is trained by Army off
forces so that it can instantly be ready for action to serve any place in the world in
case of a nat%onal emergency. 0

The AVC also roundly denoweed the June 21, 1958 ruling by Arkansas
federal Judge Harry J. Lemley (a Faubus ally) authorizing a halt to federal
desegregation orders in Little Rock Central High School for 2 % years. The AVC
termed the ruling, fAa | udegouadointédioeel i ng ¢t o
another reason why the decision fit this definition. It also viewed the Lemley ruling as
a betrayal of #Athe constitutional guarante
Bulletne x pl ai ned, fAjust as Iipkevicdt8thec Pl essy dec
constitutional command of equality, but de
so the Lemley order acknowledges the Supre
asserting that Oothe time foretbeTenjbgment
AVC, Lemley merely facilitated massive res
clearly cut from the same cloak that the soutitkemards have woven to smother the
constitution in the fog of dawddicoormg, del ay
in Little Rock, the group angrily denounce
between constitutional morality and law, on the one hand, and blind prejudice and
civil disorder on the other, AVC must not falter from its historic and traditional
insistence that the Constitution means what it says and means it now. We reject the

slogan of gradualism. We are not against orderly progress, but we shall not condone

304 AVC Bulletin September, 1957, 3.
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or acquiesce in the distortion of O6deliber

will continue in the vanguard of those who work for full enjoyment of constitutional

rights for al | ,°%°fhiswepresantation iejectedhattacksort ur e . 0

Eisenhower, the civil rights movement and the troops as forces of subversion. Instead

Eiseno wer and the forces for racial change st

the opposition upheld immorality and illegality. While the segregationists created

Acivil disorder o, Lemleyds ruling abetted

facilitat ed a government of statesd rights reli
The contest to control the symbolism of Little Rock took another turn at the

start of 1958. On January 25 the Arkansas Legion presented Governor Faubus with its

Americanism Award in Little Rock. Téntop Legionnaires attending the ceremony

included National Legion viceommander Harry Miller of Fayetteville, West,

Virginia, Dr. Garland Murphy of Little Rock, and formertimmal commander Erle

Cocke, JrCocke, born in Dawson, Georgia, alsoservetiéne st at esds sl at e

Democratic National Committee delegates committed to the 1952 presidential

candidacy of Senator Richard B. Russell , G

father, Erle Sr., president of Fulton National Bank in Atlanta, servédias s el | 0 s

national campaign treasurer that year. When Eisenhower sent thaidifdrne to

Little Rock, Russel/]l had dubbed them, AHiIt

personally handed Faubus his Americanism plaque during the ceremony. The next

day, lowever, the AVC conferred its Americanism Award on the group of children

who braved the mobs to enter Central High,
3BAVCBulletinJulyAugust, 1958, 2; on the specAMattecos of Judge
Justice 222-224.
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AVC initially announced its award in late October 1957. In reporting the ceremony,

also held in LittleRock, the Januafgulletinn ot ed t hat , ASome obseryv

reported that actually the Legion action was a last minute effort to offset the favorable

publicity that was being given to the AVC

received a citation, statythe basis for the award, which the national board

unani mously approved at its fall meeting,

democracy work by resisting the-&merican and undemocratic violence in Little

Rock and by continuing attendance at school ¢e faf such violence and at great

personal sacrifice. 0 The inscription bore

heroic, meritorious service. AVC National Chairman, William Ming, Jr. and Chat

Peterson, Americanism Committee chairman, presented thdstwahe Little Rock

Nine, while one of them, Terrence Roberts spoke for his classmates. Mrs. Lois Patillo

spoke for the childrends parents. Other im

Mrs. Daisy Bates, fl eader ®@tlletinfordherAr kansas

Amaj or contribution in arranging and prepa

received fAa bouquet of roseso from Harvey

Reverend Dunbar Ogden, of the Ministerial Alliance also attended,Inafi Mor e t han

1,400 jammed into the Methodist*®*Church whe
The AVC purposivtully selected January 26 for the ceremony because that

also marked its T5anniversary. In early September 1958, William Ming spoke to the

3% On the identification of the top Legionnaires present at the award cereA@yBulletin

February, 1958, 1. For Cockebdbs background, Legion s
New York Time<ctober 13, 1950, 16; Ibid., June 17, 1982 and Ibid., March 19, 1952, 16. The

AVCb6s award cer e ACrBulletin 3Janatye 1088y 1i for erisbr annauncement of the

AVC award and the inscription on the citatiodgashington Post & Times Heral®ctober 22, 1957,

B10, andAVC Bulletin December 1957, 3.
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AVCOsn gfpirel d (MA) Chapter on theouropi c, AT
Years Later. o0 During a press conference he
recognizing Faubus with its Americanism Award. In his speech to the chapter, Ming

not ed, A Thi snsuttothe milhons. of Amarsansawho seek equality of
educational opportunity °Gbrthe AVCtherpthel ong a p
ceremony served to highlight the actions of the Little Rock Nine as a representation

of its core mission with respet race and civil rights.

Outside the Deep South, local American Legion units continued to support
efforts to undermine school desegregation.
County Educational Foundation, which established a parallel systprnivate
classrooms so that parents could avoid sending their children to the newly
desegregated public schools, began its second school year. While students in grades
nine through twelve convened class at the
eght graders met fat the American Legion Hze

convention, the lllinois Department defeated a resolutioiCtiieago Defender

characterized as, na simple civil rights r
schools and otheraaes of cul tural contacts. o As the p
department commander |l rving Breakstone ask
counted as Americanso and approve his, Amu

resolution, ittoo, ranintoathud er ous 6nod vote. o0 The paper
for this acti-wavi Mghidr umpéthet dthiog® sapgani z

which avails itself of every opportunity t

"O0n the se

I ion of January 26ry,ACBallets)o commemor at e
December, 1

ect
957, A\CBilletin Septembey,d1858,4.p e e c h,
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It also attacked the Legion for hag abandoned the values of previous generations
of Americads soldiers. fAHave they forgotte
many of their buddies still lie buried and where poppies no longer grow to adorn their
graves? Have they forgotten the dougfd@s they were then called, who died to
save demo defandedeax | aheed t hat the rejection i
Americafi sm. o

The Legiond6s September 1958 national <co
Committee resolution committing the orgamiz i on t o Avi gorously opp
| egislationdo in Congress that would take a
schools. A clear stand for statesodo rights

pledged the Legion to oppose federal financaaldi t o t he school s excep

operati onal programs of federal agencies, 0
a temporary duration, or during time of wa
wasalurid expression of conservative ColdWeame r i cani sm | anguage. i

federal domination and intervention would make possible centralized thought control,
propagandized and collectivized captives of our children, and the ultimate destruction

of our constitutional fconvention, the Amencanissm ment . 0O
Committee turned down resolution 409, which @tecago Defenden ot ed, dAwoul d
have put the powerful veterarmganization on record as advocating a stronger civil
rights |l aw. 0 The Americani s aflo@eotemi ttee kep

because in calling for Congress to i mplem

3% 0On Warren CountylNew York Times Sept ember 25, 1959, 19; on the 1|1
convention action see t he e @GhHichgoDeferdérAugustlZ, 497y on Agai ns
11; and on Br €hidagoDefande@sgusest %7y 7t |
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rulings, fAit was not procedurally correcto
purposes of The [*%lhthdlatedd50s; ihited egiorLfacigsi on . 0
in pro-segregation states had become platforms for massive resistance to school
integration, the national convention, by a
sanctioned these activities.

During his early 1956 tour of the South to investigate conditemmfronting
the regionbs black veterans, Mi ckey Levine

Mississippi, which were later published sio-side in theAVC Bulletin The image

on the | eft was a photograph ofNegrdte rail ro
toon, 0 which nevertheless | acked a waiting f
featured a portion of Greenvillebs ATribut
inpart, ofabillboard i ke panel which, in | arge letter

the spirit of our boys W®Whol eaptomrégardingb at t | e
the memorial observed, fAlts wording takes
the South to treat N@éWhilethisobsarvatiorarefldedwi t h e qu
the AVCO6s allegiance to the goal of racial
memorial stood as symbols of the inability of the forces of liberal Americanism to

defeat the Legiondés southern nationalists.

Legionnaires and their allies to put forth their reform program further disrupts the

399 For the resolution, No.567, submitted by the Texas DepartiResteedings, 40National

Convention, American Legion, Chicago, lllind&geptember, -#, 1958 published aslouse Document,

No. 4Q 86" Congress, iSession61-6 2. As it stated, fUnder our Consti:t
be, vested with complete, sole and final power, authority, direction, supervision and control of every

facet of publc education within its borders, with the largest possible measure of home rule and

autonomy delegated to the |l ocal communities. o | bid.
an apparent turnaround from the previous convention Bseegedings40" National Convention

Ibid., 66; and,Chicago DefendefDaily Edition), September 4, 1958, 2A.

%19 AVC Bulletin March, 1956, 3.
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notion of an unchallenged conservative patriotic culture in this period, the

conjunctionofantr adi cal , statesd rights and segreg:
white Legionnaires and their allies elsewhere in the national organization proved to

be too powerful to overcome. The Mound Bayou railway station effaced the notion of

blacks as full citizens. For southern white Legionnaires, the Greenville memorial was,
undoubtely, never meant to give recognition to the sacrifices of fallen African

American soldiers. To have actually done so, would have given authority to their

l'iving comrades6 claims for citizenship ri
their fellow civilians, at the railway station, and throughout the South. As the 1950s

ended, the national Legion took an important step forward on race matters within its
structure, but change remained limited in the years ahead, even as the civil rights

movement removed mg of the formal barriers to equality.
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Chapter7: i Al | good Legionnaires know
raci al or religious discriminat.
Controversy and the Limits of Racial Reform in the American

Legion

Despite the power afegregationist forces within the Legion, the close of the
1950s nevertheless did witness one i mporta
regarding race. In 1959, following several years of growing controversy and debate,
the national Legion officially sered its organizational ties to its leegtablished
affiliate, the Society of the 40 & 8, over
restricting membership to white veterans. The black press and other important
national voices of liberal Americanismedéng to advance civil rights applauded the
Legionds policy change. But the AVC excori
toleration of racial inequality by abolishing segregation in the 40 & 8, and within its
own organizational structure. The lindtextent of racial reform that occurred within
the nationb6s | argest veteransoOo organizatio
the inability of liberal Cold War Americanism to engender moregédaching change
in a conservative era.

Officially named La Societe des Quarante Hommes et Huit Chevaux, the unit
formed in 1921 as an felited unit of veter
designations fi4d40 & 80 referred to a type o
which had the capacity to traport either forty men or eight horses. The vdutay
membership clause in the groupds constitut
interwar years the 40 & 8 centered its activities on widow and orphan relief, and

recruiting members for the natioriaégion. By 1923 it had over 24,000 members in
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600 chapters in all but three states. In 1925 the group moved its offices from Seattle
Washington to the Legionds headquarters
& 8 centered its activities on prowd) relief to widows and orphans of deceased
servicemen, and recruiting members for the national Legion. Previously existing as an
independent wunit, in 1937 the group bec
Legion, that, as discussed earlier, did nalitsar membership on the basis of race.
During WWII it shipped thousands of cases of playing cards to troops overseas. To
help alleviate the shortage of nurses a
Training Program that became a national prograthe mid1950s. The group also
functioned as-mahenbgégpgoonbp fibunt he pran
merriment its members performed at national conventions, especially during parades,
such as Aromping around h¢40& 8lsatl a mtohas i n
membership of some 70, 000, which included WWII and Korean War vetéfans.

In the early 1950s the 40 & 8 came under increasing criticism by a number of
Legionnaires, especially African Americans, who wanted the racial restriction

repealed. In July 1951, the Samuel Dowd Post in Yonkers (NY),-ftaak unit,

i n

ame

fte

ks

di a

'For aspects of the gr oup 6 slaS$ondtesdesiHammeset Chevauxt i es, s

n.d., File: 40 & 8 misellaneous, drawer 10, Pamphlet Files, American Legion Library and Archives
(ALLA) Indianapolis , IN; for the information regarding the 40 & 8 during WWII and 1950s, see
Information Manual, La Societe des 40 Hommes et 8 Che2808, Pamphlet Files, lhiflVar service

alone did not qualify one for membership in the 40& 8. Instead, candidates for membership had to be
chosen by the Society on the basis of their exemplary service to the Legion. IbiMewhéork Times

al so described 46ter&r amszatnorxgtoaegpvefi deliteb
veter aNevYorkTdme July 15, 1951, 24. , Ib@nDedetnbe&l, 8 6s s
1959 23; and Ibid., December 5, 1959, 1. For the naming of the group based upon the transport

capacity of WWI French rail cars, and its founding 1921 constitutional provision restricting
membership to fAimal e, whit e, lnrersdmeyears,thed®&@ | bi d. ,
wielded considerable influence in the national LegionTiksealsor e por t ed, fia Forty
cliqgueéhad pretty much its own way in dictating
unités political influence was challenged, howe
1950s, led by James Ringleyofthé | i noi s Depart ment. AiKeEughMaker s
1955, 20. Onmakhien gutn i Tindgsc thibfoudns, 20. For 40 & 86s
1954,New York Timesluly 31, 1954, 1.
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succeeded in winning the Westchester Count
the ban. Of the 200 delegates voting, fAonl
O6nays @.ad eBelad so approved a resolution fAadyv
all Communists and Communi st supporters 1in
resolution interpreted the Legionds conser
i dea of r aciohthe pergpses df thd Aynericaim Oagien is its
uncompromising fight for 100% Americanism and an unqualified condemnation of
any force in the national life that advocates the doctrine of racial or religious
superiorityéThere ar e masiansbumehowoekr s who ar e
untiringly for the promotion of the principles, program, and ideals of the American
Legi®tfn. o

Il nternal opposition to 40 & 80s raci al
Legionds Il linois Depart me2000pusdelegatest i on i n
attending, approved a resolution, which drew upon Cold War discourse, calling for
the race bar 6s ChieagoiDefendea et pont 6 dAsfit he
resolutionécondemns the use of restrictive
sprad of communism. 0 The group also resol vec
nati onal body .-109 5.3 ktehwei sCh,i o nDenpiadr t ment 6 s c O
urge the national Legion to erase [the] color line that keeps Negroes from
membership in the 40 & '

Opposition among other Legion affiliates intensified in the-&880s. In July

1954, the New York State Legion convention

2Samuel Dowd Postods meisabutabnreabbogi wht Aantthehe ¢«
are inNew York TimesJuly 1951, 24.
313Chicago DefendeBeptember 15, 1951, Mew York Timesluly 26, 1953, 12.
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resolution calling for the national Legion
prohibi tiedatéidars cafi mny race, creed or col or
of a resolution by the New York state 40 &
member s, against fALegion control. o At thei
State Legion delegates voted dowresolution calling for the placement of 40 & 8

under the control of the Legionds National
resolutions committee tabled a motion calling for an official Legion policy of

obedience to the Supreme Court order on schawledg r egati on. 6 But at i
convention, in Aan overwhel mi ng voice vote
remove its race bar. New York State Attorney General Jacob Javits, a member of

AVC and the Legion, informed térdn§ s s ame mee
organizations themselves can render a great service by being absolutely sure that in

their own organization and structure there is no vestige of discrimination or
segregation anywhere in the country. oo Me a
meet ng at their July 1955 conwantBghton Avoted
Society because of its racial policies. o |
residents were white, the 40 & 8 unit consisted of only 60 members. Following the

Hawaii Depamne nt 6 s action, the wunit reported its
nati onal [ 40 & 8] group to eliminate its r

New York Times fiWe certainly agree that theéracia

droppled. o

34New York Times31, 1954, 1, Ibid., August 8, 1955, 14; Ibid., July 28, 1956, 19h®hawaii
Department, Ibid., July 18, 1955, 3.
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As the example of the ablack Samuel Dowd Post reveals, these various
convention actions, in part, represented t
African-Amer i can member ship to keep 40& 806s men
before their fellow white veters. In May 1951, th€hicago Defendereported on
the work of the Johnny Baker Post, an Afrilame r i can uni t Awhich h
to every Negro post on its mailing |ist, u
paper al so n aisthidlast staadtof those wholinearlierydays of [the]

America Legion organization sought to bar Negro membership entirely, has been

under constant though unorganized attack by Negro Legion groups throughout the
nation. o0 As the Dapgnutagentods t he51 1 déesmli Bt i
influence of Cold War discourse and concerns helps to explain the growing interests

of whites in ending the racial ban and the increasing leverage which they, black

Legionnaires and their liberal allies exertednaking the case for reform. Cold War

di scourse also came directly to the Legion
most notable guests and officials withinlgadershidn a speech epitomizing liberal
Americani smbés cal |l fpresidentialtandidat@Dwig@@o!l d War u
Ei senhower told delegates at the Legionds
resolve that henceforth we shall be guided in our relations with our fellows by the

American creed that all men are created efj@eld remai equal. All of us who

salute the flag, whatever our color or creed or place of birth, are Americans entitled to

the full rights and privileges of owitizenshipin a time when America needs all the

skills, all the spiritual strength and dedicated ses/mfats 155 million people,

di scrimination is criminally stupid. o At t
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did not hear Eisenhower speak (whom they t
because of the president 0sodingleneefotondhheart at

mi nute of prayer for [his] O0Ospeedy recover

staunch antcommunistand AFIC1 O presi dent George Meany, \
they work hard to eliminate r aocaion@nd | abor
defense. 60 Also, in an April, 1954 address
nati onal commander so6 dinner, nati onal comm

the communists seek to sow suspicion and m
raci al and religious prejudice as O0serving t
the Red*Army. 60

Yet in spite of these messages, many Legionnaires remained unwilling to
vanquish the 40 & 8 race ban, asdotitheir dol
1953, the Legionds national convention in
targeting 40 & 80s raci al bar. At the 19514
Aunani mousl yo passed a resolution to end t
that it be done by all owi ng membersidp viind ual u
short, a process that left the pace of change firmly in the hands of 40 & 8 affiliates.
While no such reform measure made it to the convention floor in the previous ten
years, 1t nevertheless constituted fAia comp

resolution requiring the complete eliminat

313 For the Johnny Baker Po&thicago Defender May 19, 1951 . -disorimindionsenhower 6
commentProceedings, 34National Convention, American Legion, New York, New Yaukust, 1

4, 1952 publisted asHouse Document, No. 783rd Congress, 1Session38. For discussion of

Ei senhower ds September 24, EiSebwelHarbow, Englartdt ack, see F
Pearson Education Limited/Pearson Longman, 20&5b) For MeanyeilNsw Yok @imes ment, se
October 11, 1955, 6 MNew Yo® dimgsApril 2861954, mment i s i n
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admi ssion of Negro member sd oinng tbhiet t4e0r &d e8b.a
thecomprani se resolution | ost on the floor by i
86s convention in 1955, its Massachusetts
Awhiteodo out of the memb-2rsbtp; ciwhube,i buth
1955 national corention, a Colorado Department resolution before the Constitutional
Committee, to insert protections against discrimination of members based on race was
rejected, thereby preventing it from reaching the ffor.

Throughout the 1950s, the black pressreman cr i ti cal of the 40
policies. For example, in September 1952 ,Ghé&cago Defendein an editorial
criticizing 40 & 8 and the Legionb6s nation
how each organization stood in contradiction to devakaqs in the military, whose
former members they r epr esavbitaorganization The 40 e
which turns its back on Negro Legionnaires wishing to affiliate and most of the
[ Legionds] posts are or ganeanedforeeshmaveg r aci a
or are in the process of abolishing racial
al so protested the Legionds failure to res
executive director Andrew Rice wrote national commander Arthur Corinet,
presiding over the Legionb6s national conve
shocking travesty on the freedom which the American Legion is pledged to defend

that it should refuse to require that éthe

Negroand Oriental Americans. Convening in the capitol of the entire free world, the

°0n t he 1953 c oNew¥orktTimesn dsi1|l yctli9&d, 1. On the 1954 c
Chicago DefenderSeptember, 11, 1954, 1. For the vatethe 1955 40 & 8 and Legion conventions,

Chicago DefenderOctober 22, 1955, 1; anBroceedings, 37National Convention, American

Legion, Miami, FloridaOctober 1613, 1955published asiouse Document, No. 2824th Congress,

2nd Session, 33.

221



Legion, by its action, will make good propaganda for the enemies of freedom

everywhere. o I n October 1955, following th
Birkhead wiredthé&Jr ban Leagueds, executive director
executive secretary Roy Wil kins, and Broth
president, A. Philip Randol ph, calling upo

lodging the most vigorous protest Wwithe Legion, and in seeking a drastic change in
the unAmerican and antilemocratic practices of that veteramsup®*’
The situation became more difficult for the national Legion and 40 & 8 in
September 1958, when 40 & 8 revoked the charter of itdd@sechapter for
admitting Gerald Lee, a Chinese American who served as an Army second lieutenant
during WWII. Not only did join the local 40 & 8, he also served as commander of the
L e gi o'hObswict 4nd Post 89. In response to the charter revocatierSanta
Clara County 40 & 80s judge advocat e, Loui
Court Judge Raymond J. Callahan, who subsequently ordered the parent organization
to justify why its charter revocation should stand, and to cease its efforigrtercn
new -Vilriltted uni t . AfrfA-8meticaryv efi 8omeb o thy here call
somebody in national headquarters in Indianapolis and the next thing we knew they
sent a man here to demand that Lee be expelled or we forfeit our charter. Jerry
offeredtoqui t, but we woul dndét | et him. So now

theydbre trying to organize an o6all whitebd

37Chicago DefendeBe pt ember 6, 1952, 10. Ricebds letter to Co
Legion for Race Discrimination, 6 September 1, 19514,
Records, Series 3, Official Statements, 12860, Press Releases, box tdér 5: 195601959,

Special Collections Research Center, Gelman Library, George Washington University, Washington,

DC, (hereinafter: MS 2144, AVC Records, Ser. 3, Pr e
Granger, Wil kins and rRamidnoa tpohr,y sPRerea ciitPircoetse sotfs LDeigsicon
October 13, 1955, MS 2144, Ser. 3, Ibid., folder 6: 19959.
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Callahan issued a second restraining order to halt the attemytledrtering move

untiltrial,ad i nf or med the two | ocal 40 & 8 offic
people that you read the Constitution of t
refreshi-Ogt obén, mdddge Call ahan fisummoned
8, 0 t o ap meanswebferftheirclearten revocation order, and to provide a

copy of it to the California secretary of
previously refused to make available to Louis Leve. Finally, in July 1959, California

Attorney General Stal ey Mosk announced the creation o

secti onNewYoksimesheepor t ed, i ts purpose is to i
of civil rightso and Aits first actionéwil
Legi onosf fli4l0i &t 8s af or al |l eged racial discri

West Coast NAACP Counsel was appointed to direct the section. Using liberal Cold

War Americanism |l anguage, AVCO0Os executive
1958, denounced thechat r evocati on action, calling foa
a vast majority of the truly democratic or
decl ared, fAThis is not ghuwThapmeastigooitheof a r es
United States in the eyestbie world has already been substantially damaged by the
intransigency of some people and groups of this country who are trying to perpetuate

a system of second class citizenship based on color or race. The 40 et 8 Society

apparently feels compelled to ¢abute its bit to the further deterioration of this

countryo¥ prestige. o

8For the Chapterds anrNéwYotk@imessoB8epbembeaitRPdl 466Bons,
status in the Legior,he AfreAmericanOctobe 4, 1958, 19; and\ew York TimesSeptember 28,

1958, E1. For Leveo6s (uolhecAfcAmearicaaOctdberd,dl958,1® expul si o
On Judge Call ahanosNew&akoTimés rOecd torbeeirni2n g 1®0r5d8er ,3 2. Foi

223



About a month after the California atto
del egates at the Legionds August 1959 nat.i
debating various resolutions, ot 1, 650 to 1, 338 to permit 40 & 8 to continue its

racial ban. While, the departments of California, Alaska, and Minnesota led the forces

for repeal of the restriction, Hawaii s re
between the Legionandthle0 & 8. The conventionds vote d
del egationdés call for repeal, which mainta

constitution. But, then, by voice vote, the convention approved the Hawaii
department 6s resol ut i otaClarad/fugetorGolrte i r | aws ui
del egates from Santa Clara distributed to
shame that while other organizations are e
to retain it. All good Legionnaires know that a bullet hagacial or religious

di scrimination. o At one point in the debat

Department Chaplain Edwin Goodwin told con

(@)
(@

was being é6inf™Mtrated by bigotry.
Following the convention, outside foscéor liberal Americanism again
entered the debate. Thew York Timebkeld up the 1,338 delegates who fought for

raci al reform as having taken, Athe truly

summoniy of nati onal 40 & 8 officers anNMewiYatkv ol vement ¢
Times October 16, 1958, 32. F dewYork BEmesiuly?8,895%tt orney g
AfAmeri can Veterans Commi tt e enbdf25f1958MS 21d4,seB,3,Di scr i mi n
Press Releases, box 79, folder 6: 19959.

¥19 These details of the convention debates ar€licago DefenderAugust 28, 1959, Iew York

Times August 27, 1959, Washington Post & Times HeralAugust 27, 1959, A10Che quote from

the Santa CIl ar a G@Ghicaga Pefesderpugust2® 198 1. Fos Chaplain

Goodwi n 6 slewrYerkiniamesAugust 27, 1959, 1; also ti@hicago DefendeBeptember 12,

1959, 1, and seEime September 7, 1959, 12, whichqued Goodwi n as stating, ATho
introduce bigotry in our organizationéare bastards
his mind, a an allusion to subversion by those akin to communists or their agents.
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passage from the recent i goemgWilliahi on speec

Qui nn: AFor the first ti me, our America ha
Asi an ancestry in a its warm embrace. A ba
been lifted high for the free world to see and enslaved worlds se€.o t hi s, t he
Timesasdded, fAWe hope our friends all over t he

that it was the Legion minority of 1, 338 and Governor Quinn who truly spoke for

this nati onds ChiogygeDefemieookaanore dritical psfion,e

portraying the Legion as a group existing on the far right fringes of the democratic

Ameri can mainstream. AThere Iis no |l onger a

American Legion is an yuAmerican aggregation made up, for the most part, of men

of little mind and narrow vision; men whose psychological urge for recognition and

power makes them extremely dangerous. In sum, the Legion is the biggest organized

nucl eus of fascist potenti al i n American t

wishes to be consistent with its own conscience and outlook, it should drop

O0Americané from it name. 0 The NAACP hel d t

message it sent to the Legionds national c

executive secretary, RRaNilkins, pointedly charged that keeping the racial bar

provided fiammunition to Xmericads Communi s
Immediately after the 40 & 8 vote, under its national chairman Mickey

Levine, the AVC went albut against the Legion. On August 27, the grained

Congressman Olin Teague, chairman of the House Veterans Affairs Committee to

i nvestigat e -etxheemplte gsitoantduss ,t aaxr gui ng t hat it

320 New York TimesSeptember 11959, 28, Chicago Defender Sept ember 1, 1959, 1; f ¢
guote,Chicago DefenderSeptember 5, 1959, 1.
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government privileges by its policy of rac
letters of potests, attached with its telegram to Teague, to-Pi@sident Nixon and

a number of liberal senators, including Paul Douglas, Jacob Javits and Hubert

Humphrey. Announcements of the investigation call also immediately went out to the

Associated Press athited Press International. At its September 1959 National

Board meeting Adevoted to civil rights mat
situation and Athe futile efforts of A . P h
in the trade unionmoe ment . © I n these deliberations, f

a concerted drive should be launched at once to eliminate racial discrimination and
segregation in veteransoOo organizations and
endorsed a plan callirfgr the Leadership Conference on Civil Rights to create an Ad

Hoc Committee to End Segregation #h Vetera

I n | ate September, Levine informed ROy

Leadership Conference on Civil Rightstoh e boar ddéds Ad Hoc Commi t
Levine noted, AThe AVC proposal does not m
other civil rights activities, but rather a branching out into a new field (as far as

collective action is concerned) in breaking down sggtion and discrimination in
nongovernment al but none the | ess public or
urged an fAinfor mal approach, 06 given what h

concerning internal organizational politics in the unions, and igithleights groups

“'"Congressional Investigation of American Legion De
box 79, folder 6, 1954959; and also the copybfe vi neds t el egram to Teague dat
l bid., originally attached to this press release. L

Legionds fAirresponsible denunciation of the Supr eme
Ibid. The investigation demand is also coveredWC Bulletin September, 1959, 1. On the national
boar dds @&¥QBulletm ©ctobey, 4359, 1.

226



contending with discrimination and segregation problems. In December 1959, AVC
reported on the steps it had taken organizationally on its own, to assert its version of
Americanism against that of tehd ekt dEi cre@Gs.nt
comments, which as AVC noted, fpraised the
democratic principles in Americao, the gro
ALegionism Unit, o under direction of natio
J e r s epyesent iptthe public the true facts on the role of the American Legion in
the United Buletinrep.od6t eAls tthe unitds ATask N
inform Governor Rockefeller of the role of the Legion in such undemocratic practices
as 6Ji nosa¥so.wd P

Levine also wrote a scathing editorial in the September B&H6tin,
emphasi zing the Legionds unsavory side. Re
Legion, he reported, AThe very first ti me
thirty years ago iWwayne County, Pennsylvania. These townspeople | recognized.
They were drunk and boister@useturning from a Ku Klux Klan demonstration in
Honesdale. A year or so later, | saw the local Legion post decked in full regalia,
carrying clubs and rubber hosesyd off to act as volunteer strikereakers in a labor
dispute. Two years ago in Mississippi, | learned about Legion beer halls used as
meeting places for the degenerate White Citizens Council and Legion leaders inciting

defiance and lawlessness. Theydhav6t changed very much! Al th

322 evine to Wilkins, September 29, 199%apers of the NAACP, Part 24, Series B: Leagues and
Organizatios AVC, microfilm Reel 29, frames 01931 9 4 . As Wil kins told Levine,

can appreciate that a 6situationé has developed in
segregation in labor unions and the positions of certain personaditeganizations on ways and

means of attacking same. It is possible that this 6
present) so far as the Leadership Conference is con

NAACP Papers, Ibid., Re@9, frame: 0191. On the establishment of the Legionism UnitA8€:
Bulletin, December, 195%.
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have dulled their sting, they are stil]l vV e
labor leaders George Meany and Walter Reuther, and NAACP leaders Roy Wilkins
and Thur good Mar s h a latllong la®t this erulyrsbypersideigeodpe p u b |
and to look into their souls to see if they really think, along with some of our
Senatorial friends, that the Legion is one
respected natiowi de or gani zfarénces to srgadized groliphvielencee
and beer halls, perhaps meant to remind re
Chi cago DepictomadtherLégion as fascistic,

A number of ordinary and prominent African American Legionnaires
protestedthe onventi ondéds vote by resigning from t
rank-andfile member, informed th€hicago Defendein early September 1959 that
he was fAifed up to the necko with the Legio
language, Mizell observedshi | e t he Legion is Asupposedly
principles of justice, freedom and democr a
enemies abroad laughing up their sleeves for when th&rarican Legion,
comprised of those of us who have laid their ligaghe line for the aforementioned
principles will not recognize the dignity of the individual nor the integrity of his soul,
these secalled principles of democracy become a hollow mockery, devoid of all
truth. o In decl ar i ndeDeifse nrdeesgsibgsnat i dh, s Manéd
to join with any person or group who wishes to organize a truly democratic veterans

organi zation. o Harl embébs state senator, Jam

see Levineds -Adier o ciaalAICSHlEtg Beptémber ,1959, 2.
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Legi on, and ter med t hegtragi©@de®ondrationeofcraciali on a i
intol €fance. o

Congressmen Charles Diggs Jr. only da f
Legionds national commander, Preston Moor e
submit his resignation. As Diggs, an Army liedent i n  WWI | , decl ar ed,
cannot...remain a member of the-American Legion as long as discrimination is the
of ficial policy of the organization. o0 Digg

represented an affront to his war service and that of hisfello# et er ans. fAThat
effect, would condone the practices of your 40 and 8 subsidiary in excluding such

whole groups of honorably discharged veterans, who have served with sacrifice in
defense of our way of | if e,poriusitytondef ensi bl
underscore how the conventionds decision <c
supposedlyhartl i ne commi t ments to winning the Col
throws the shadow of a question across your resolution against the Khruschev visit. Is

the Legion so afraid that Khruschev will see finsind, despite our progress in the

field of race relations, ample evidence that there is still a wide gap between the theory

and practice of democracy, with your negative action on thedesatiimination

proposal as a shining example?0 Additional
northern support delegates for 40 & 86s di
Southern delegates against the integration proposal was not surprising, but to see a

majority of Northern delegates, including those from my own state of Michigan,

associate themselves with this asimocratic viewpoint gives validity to the -oft

3 FEor Mi z eChicags Deferder(Daily Edition), September,3959, 1. For State Senator
Wat sonds NewsrorigTnsesAugosn3l, 1959, 18.
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repeated Southern charge that all racial discrimination is not below the J{dagom

Li ne. o I|Afro-Aimarican in Septangber 1959, reported that South Carolina

Senator Olin D. Johnston, himself a Legion

northern delegatesd votes on the Senate f|

againstdesegregatio i n t he nati ono6s <Loidagop®éfender | n | at e

gave further expression to African Ameri ca

publishing an editorial frorithe Carolina Timesrging all blacks to quit the Legion.

AEvery Negr oAmegcanblLegion wath antounee of respectability left in

his soul and body should follow the | ead o

James L. Watson an® quit the organization.
Other black Legionnaires choose to continue the fight for reform kynga

their stand from within. Specifically addressing Afriedarme r i cans who fAcanot

understand why Negroes stay in the Legion,

Chicago Defender A" One cannot win a battle by quitt

of Montgomey, Clifton, and Little Rock did not leave. They stayed and fought until

the battle was won. That**is exactly what w
While segregationists, like Senator Olin D. Johnston, seized upon the 40 & 8

vote to shore up their arguments for theabstatusquo, integrationists, such as

liberal Republican and civil rights advocate Senator Jacob Javits, of New York, both

Dji ggs 6 comment TheAfmAnkdcanSepteraberes, 1958;4. Di ggso6s resignat
is also covered iMlew York Timegugust 29, 1959, 38; an@yashingtorPost & Times Herald

August 29, 1959, B16. For Sen. Olin Johnston6s wuse
seeThe AfreAmerican September 12, 1959. For The Carolina Timesditorial, seeChicago

Defender October 17, 1959, 10.

3%gee #ni t h 6 s ChieagotDefendefDaily Edition), November 11, 1959, 10.
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a Legionnaire and AVC member, used the incident to strengthen the case for racial
reform.

Like many of his fellow Legionnaires, J&sralso decided to fight the
Legionds discriminatory policies from with
the Legiond6s new national commander, Mar ti
stay in the Legion and fgadbwutareversayafthis ng i n m
action. o Il n his initial August 27 stateme
conventiondés vote, Javitso also hit the Le
|l i ke cowards. Whil e he andginwiplaye&®gnate col |
legitimate means at their command to bring about floor action on a civil rights bill in
Congress, 0 he found it fApositively deplora
convention vote this kind of retreat before the forcesofintelen c e . 06 Fur t her he
noted, Ato permito 40 & 8 to continue the
retreat, an action which would have been inconceivable to these same men were they
on a battlefield. o Javits alborstAmegil gaodm
current world struggle, by undermining the
and economic reform. #Aln the O6cold ward as
common enemy is many things. It most certainly is communism, as the Legion h
emphasized so often. It is also abysmally low living standards and the very type of
inequality of opportunity that directly stems from intolerance and discrimination. As
we fight this common enemy overseas, through our foreign information, military and
economic aid and trade programs, so we must fight it at dameeger being afraid to

meet it head on at first hand when we find it within an organization to which we
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belong. 060 Javits ended his message to his f

Americanismcalt o arms, noting, AOur patriotic dut

and ideals are not fully discharged by honorable conduct on the battlefield. We must

be equally fervent in continuing to fight in peace against what we opposeddn war

the forces of irdlerance everywhere. The fight must be waged in Congress, in

convention halls an® in our own communitie
Some 40 & 8ers, however, also choose to resign. For example, Wilbur

Lindhol m, Mi nnesotads Commi ssioner of Vet e

not i ng, he could, Ano | onger tolerate membe
di scriminationo. Lindholm did not suddenly
years, 0 he explained, Al b6ve tried to get a
word 6whited from the constitution. o I n spit
bigotry wil/l prevail . o Given his experienc

any change from within the 462 & 8 unless t
In keepingwitht he conventi on6s mandate, the Leg

national commander, Martin B. McKneally, initially attempted to settle the race ban

issue through talks with the national 40 & 8. On August 31, four days after the

convention ended, nMtEne&kehpefihsBur &EdatSengé

do everyt hi ngNepYoskSimesleep, 00 taesd ,t Mid o el i mi nat e

'For the full text of Javitsods telegram to McKneall
1959, 0 Manuscript 285, Jacob Javi, ,bx1Rflepsdd&8, Seri es
Discrimination, Frank J. Melville Jr. Memorial Library, Special Collections, State University of New

Yor k, Stony Brook, NY, (hereinafter: MS 285, Ser 1.
of Jacob K. Javits, RIY), Deliver ed On t he Senate Floor, Thursday, A
general coverage of Javitsods mMNewYprk imesAugush28t he 40 & 8
1959, 4; and, Il bid., August 30, 1959, B8h. iRel ease |
Javits Papers, MML . For Akerisan eegibniMagazgn®avsiibér, ser vi ce, s
1959, 48.

328 Chicago DefenderNovember 28, 1959, 2.
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restriction barring Negroes and Orientals
however, proved to be, talsedusx.Kih eMdHKrye & lelrynerde

brought the iIissue before the October 1959

Executive Committee (NEC,) in a fAspecial r
intransigence. He also offered a imesolutio
to force compliance. As McKneally infor med
opinionéthat they do not intend to take an

incumbent upon us to take every available step at our command to require the Forty
andEght to eliminate the white provision froc
to the NEC, McKneally presented his fispeci
the text of his previously released press statement, of August 31, 1959, in which he

laidou Ahis own personal position on this mat
Legionds membership requirements, which, i
States citizens intimesofwaand none ot her. o0 His other ke
language of lie r a | Ameri cani s m. il believe that Th
it is of veterans of three wars which were fought for the preservation of freedom and

human dignity, should be in the forefront in promoting brotherhood and should be the
leaderinallayingpgr ej udi ce. 6 Foll owing its deliberat
McKneally with fAspecial powers, o0 and autho
he needed to prevalil. If the group failed to comply by November 26, the NEC also

made it clear that it would be eaiped from the national bodf7?

390n McKneal l yoés an nNewarkeTimesBeptenber 1,359, 1. iFar the point
thatnegotidt ons pr ovedAIfM r Diecleenbeyr o 4069, 30. For the ful
speci al report and hi s Psoteadingsmfahe Nagiondl Executivee t he NECO6 s,
Committee, The American Legidndianapolis, Indiana, Octoberd, 1959, 9-93, (hereinafter,
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The NEC based its decision on several key factors, two of which focused on
organizational rules and the potential legal consequences the racial restriction posed.
The committee easily sust ap, asadubsMariKkumi¢ al | y 6 s
of the Legion, violated the Legionds const
according to race. It also held that such racial restrictions on membership were not
approved in the Legion0s ttiepalsowofatedqgtheant ed b
U. S. Co n s {'amendmentpmibitiond against race discrimination. Beyond
these points, the NEC also considered the
national judge advocate, concerning the potential for legal harme toational body
if the ban continued. Citing in particular the litigation regarding the San Jose 40 & 8

charter revocation case, Gregg, stated that the ban meant both the Legion and 40 & 8

could face similar | egal defysigeheraeb. oespe
al so noted that, AFunds to serve disabl ed
of the states, are in jeopardy so | ong as

Walter E. Allesandroni strongly reinforced these variousl! lpgmts, especially
regarding the Congressional charter. As he
what the Congress said we areéit is crysta

about this. | emphasize: there can be no disagreement, and | hedadwea, that

The American Legion cannot | imit its membe
race, creed, or color. o Appealing to his f
towards the | aw, and stressingcdamnmg potent:i

Proceedings, NEC, American Legjon On t he NEC®&6s granting of broad po
t he bands eFrocemdingsaNEC,cAmerican leegion 95. The term fispecial p
describe the NECKewYoskTimédsOatober & 19569 18. ThesNoviembger 26

deadline is inALM, December, 1959, 28.
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from Aindividuals, attorneys general éand t

Al Il esandr oni decl ared, il say to you that
commander not founded on fact and | awé] a]
nothingnor e than a vote for | aw an® order, and

Another key consideration weighed by the NEC involved the negative
publicity the controversy produced. The NE
1954 at least the Legionhadreezeid b ad press and a bad reput
blanket discrimination againstnamh i t e Legi onnaire war veter a
convention vote to maintain the racial res
publicityéthat smethewedkrepotthe dcfegt oa. @r
this point during deliberations, one NEC member, Thomas W. Miller, Nevada
Department commander, noted that even, fAOu
Department of Colorado, E. Palmer Hoyt, the editor ofxeever Postcomes out
and gives us a good raking over.o0o Likewise
racial ban, H. Armand de Masi, identifying
editor of a newspaper of this cogamittee, 0
continual adverse publi®ity and we are | os

I n response to those advocating against
representatives voiced their considerable displeasure over the pressures for civil rights

reform occurring in Dixieand maintained that forcing 40& 8 to change would only

33%proceedings, NEC, American Legibrdianapolis, Indiana, Octoberd 1959, 94ALM,

December, 1959, 28, 30; ardew York Timectober 9, 1959, 13. Judge Advbca Gr eggds speci f |
comments are iALM, December, 1959, 30. F ®moceddindseNE@ndr oni 6s s
American LegionOctober 79, 1959, 104.

%1 For the general points regarding negative publicity/ded, December 1959, 30. For
commaents, Proceedings, NEC, American Legibrdianapolis, Indiana, Octoberd 1959, 97. For de

Masi 6s point, (who represent e dProtebdingsINEGhidg®76s over sea
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serve to alienate their members against the Legion. George T. Lewis, of Memphis,
Tennessee, told his fellow committeemen of
organizations as the NAACP and othegaizations which provide the Negro the

chance of forcing them into an integrated school or into a white section, on a public

bus, or [sic] many of the other things that they are doing. We are now having trouble

with golf courses ampgr odecerNEQ i mgmb &r Hawofi nt
of an especially high concentration of bl a
other counties in the region, Lewis warned of that ending the racial ban would

undercut the Legi onds slooustsh eorfn mmeemmbbeerrsshhiipp, 0
argued, fiis going to come from the White |
the national organization is attempting to dictate to the Forty and Eight a step which

they regard as the colored man getting his foot a litttadain the door and | think it

will make it very difficult for our membership there in my department of about

55,000 members. We have between three and four thousand colored members. The

maj ority of our membership ceimgsding rom whit
trouble among his white membership, Lewis
going to throw the Forty and Eight out, | would rather a lot [sic] rather throw them

out for ungentl emanly conduct than to make
Department s representative, Ral ph Godwi n,
not question my | ove for The [sic] America
heartily second the remarks of my good lawyer friend from Tennessee. The problem
isseriousandvhen it comes to a vote Mississippi T

l ndi cative of his disdain for the NECO6s r e
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Godwin blurted out his objection, AMay the

ONOF. o
NEC membes Ar mand de Mas.i and North Dakot aé
these notions of me mber defections. As de

members because of this. We are losing members already and we have lost members
by people who have dropped outofFboy and Ei ght because of th
commenting that he was fAproudod as a Republ
Joe McCarthyodos name in his presentation on
opinion that, f0we Hhayearsdndtisistneverenteped intsthe p ov e
situation whatsoever. Therefore | dono6t be
because of this controversy in any wayéWe
membership besi®#es this discussion. o

Thomas Miller adanced a positive reforminded position on racéThe
national commander] éhas presented his repo
rooméhave been érepresentatives of all of
Greeks, the Italians, the Spanish, the FreanH,going into the Pacific we have
sitting right here as members of this NEC [my abbrev.] two splendid representatives
of the Chinese race, our committeeman from Hawaii, Wally Young, and the
alternateéAri zona, Soleng Tomthstfdpul d you d
loving, hot footing, fanmpinching, town wrecking branch of The American Legion?

Certainly you woul d n o'tstaté of theiUnibrhsees fittoe not ed

32For Lewi s 6RroceedingsnEEODDcober 79, 1959, 10-101; and see Godwin, Ibid.

102, 104.

333 For de Masi and SterRroceedings, NEC, American Legjdbctober 79, 1959, 101. Stern also
commented that he was fAproudo as a Republican that
name in his presentatian adverse publicity. 1bid.
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send a fulblooded member of the Chinese race to the United States Senate, a
Republican, or a fulblooded member of the Japanese race to the Lower House of
Congress, Mr. |l nouye, éit certainly is hig
steps recommended to us*by our national <co
Confronted by d4@e&i &z ecwrtitmee NECO6s de
October 1959 McKneally threatened Acourt a
Legionds judge advocate to proceed A6iIi mmed
validity of the r acyiomnDecember 4, MiKoetlly mrmallp 06 Subs
barred 40 & 8 from using the Legionds embl
in July 1960 the Legion persuaded Mi ami Be
80ers a permit to join parddesthesedntOetaberlAed nati o
McKneally stated the case, their presence
to the L &fgiAmaearicabr eTphoer t ed t hat the Legion, ir
move its convention from Miami Beach if the 40 and 8 &tyds to be given a parade
permit. o At the October convention, some d
departments, moved to restore 40 & 806s sta
southern delegates fisai d tisdissippiNEGmembewas not
Ralph Goodwin told reporters that the 40 & 8 might opt for an independent status to
avoid compliance, and that, dApins for a se

woul d carry the slogan OwhilAffarsal | the way.

334 proceedings, NEC, American Legj@6.
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Commi ttee, however, upheld the NECO6s actio
to 693, sustaining that decisidfr.

From the time McKneally initially acted in October 1959 to force 40 & 8 into
account for its membership ban, the black predsogimer liberal outlets praised the
Legionds new appr oAfro-Americend elca e eO¢ct dbercautsl
backward stand on so many issues in which
regarded the Legion with the same lack of affectienwld for the Daughters of the
American Revolution. But no more. o As the
must revise our appraisal of the Legion and gladly we doff our hats to its executive
committee for the forthright stand it has adopted agaigstdi i mi nati on. 0 As t
concluded, AThis is indeed a move-forward
loving Americans, veteransandreret er ans al i ke . 0 CHicagoNov e mb e
Defendereprinted a story from th€leveland CaHPostnoting,fii f t he ul t i mat u|
moves the Forty and Eight to get out the Legion, everybody concerned should
rejoice. o0 The story also recognized the wo
Lawrence Schumake and Jimmy Johnson. @ABoth
partsin bringingthisurRAmer i can pol i cy o f-patiotiegroods t he na

to public attention, and despite rebuffs, both fought ceaselessly to bring about official

censure of its blatant discrimination agai
3°0n McKneall yds t hr &ewYerk BrdgOctabar2a, 1959 1i8;iandrbjd., s e e
December 1, 1959, 23. For the NECO6s actnditsn barring
activities, Il bid., December 5, 1959, On the parade
Il bid., July 20, 1960, 18. For ThehAfrcAnerigahdulg 6 s t hr eat
23, 1959, 6. On theheouwhereeal%ﬁerkamez@cmberlmnds,c‘)
1960. For Go odwiThedMissidsippCVeteramotemiser, 1960e le Indicative of

southern Legionnairesd concerns over ending the rac
paper provided a | engthy report on the national conve
earlier, se@he Mississippi VeteratNovember 1959,-8 . For the full cdoheventionds

Afro-American October 29, 1960, 1.
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Deember, theChicago Defendeo b s er ved, #fA By -malengmerejudtegy t hi s f
inspired unit from its membership the Legion has removed dead rats from under the
house. 0 | n e aNeWYorkOenesetnabteerd,, tfihAes a newspaper
the Americanke gi onds views on many matters of pub
veteranso6 | egislation to civil l i berties w
strong position against discrimfnation and
For his part, Congressmandgs embraced news of the change by rescinding
his resignation from Detroitds Charles You
a congratulatory telegram emphasizing Athe
matter commencing with your election asinastn al commander . . . |l ast A
again took the opportunity to highlight the importance of the policy change to the
Cold War. AThis action by youéis powerf ul
and the communist bloc that the fight to secure leagfats for all Americans under
the law is being pressed with vigor and purpose by our national leaders. | cannot
emphasize to you too strongly how important this fact is in fortifying the prestige of
the U. S. peacieadership®’
Representing the AVC, Mikey Levine rebutted the favoraliew York
Times editorial, and by implication, the positive views expressed by other liberal
critics as well. While agreeiTimgslLeving h t he
wrote, AThis i s t e Thergyiorridstllasegregatednt t o con

organi zation with Jim Crow posts in every

3% The AfreAmeri@n, October 24, 1959, £hicago DefendemMovember 21, 1959, 1Ghicago
DefendeDecember 17, 1959, A1®ew York TimedDecember 7, 1959, 30.

¥'For Diggs6s resumpt i oThe AffoAnterican Décentber % 1989e6nfore r s hi p
Javi t s énssesgresd radease, December 1, 1959, MS 285, Javits Papers, Ser.1, Subser. 1, Press
Releases, box 19, file: 40 & 8 Discrimination, MML.
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the Legionbs policy shift, -notetestdedadalThem
only reason it took action against the 40 &8s because, while the 40 & 8 remained
a Legion affiliate, the Legion itself was open to grave legal consequences, including
subjecting itself to tax payersd suits.o C
American Legion Magazinéevine statedthatttid EC6s r ul i ng fAwoul d no
any [40 & 8 chapter] to accept redheads, blondes, brunettes, Navy chiefs, Negroes,
Chinese, whites, major generals, or any other special class, race, occupation, religion
or other subcategory olfs a haen nhouumacne ds ptehce elsV. C
intention to maintain its Ataxpayerso suit
veterans organizations, including the American Legion, that operate as segregated
institutions, rather than as honorable veterans organisafidn

The points Levine emphasized were appar
del i berations. The NEC did consider the 1| e
affiliation, and despite Thomas Millerds e
constitutional neves towards prohibiting the practice of racial segregation among its
own units. Al t houbédwYdarleTumegidenétsnentioatheé er t o t he
negative publicity stemming from 40 & 860s
view it an importantissue The NECO6s authorization for Mc
& 80s whites only membership restriction,
matters of organizational sefiterest, distinct from concerns for promoting racial
equality, especiallyagrgar ds t he groupds desire to avoli

i mage. But the NECO6s actions, and the ful/l

%s5ee Levineds letter to the editoNewYdrlSEnggs egati ng Ve
December 14,1959 3 0 . Levinebs quote regarding the perpetua
40 & 8 voitures is taken directly from the report publishedliM, December 1959, 30.
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refl ected | arger changes in the culture co
study of race and nationaishas shown, many Americans in the 1950s were

embracing more inclusive notions of nationality that welcomed Jews, Italians, and
Catholics, as well as AfricscAmer i cans, into the countryos
acceptable citizen$? As the 40 & 8 episodeeveals, in this period of transition, these

changing attitudes probably began to move at least a certain number of Legionnaires

to the conclusion that blatantly restrictive membership rules based on race, carried

over from the interwar years, were no lengcceptable. Yet, while these new values

seemed to have resonated with white Legionnaires to some extent, they did not, as

Levineds criticism made painfully c¢clear, b

3390n the 1950s as a transition to more liberal attitudes towards race, see Gadey Seeican

Crucible: Race and Nation in the Twentieth Cent{i®sinceton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2001)

23-25, esp. Chapter,@40-241, 247,26 6 7. The ter m fAi magined community?o
Anderson]magined Communities, Reflectioms the Origin and Spread of Nationalishew Edition,

(New York: Verso, 2006).
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ChapterB: Conclusion

As the study has showatter World War Two, the American Legion emerged
as an important force of conservative opposition to the New Deal. As did other
conservative individuals and organizations, the Legion viewed the liberal centralized
welfare state as an unwarranted encroactimgon the American way of life, defined
as individual |l iberty, the system of |
keeping with dominant conservative viewpoints, the Legion regarded New Deal
liberalism as an alien and “xmerican developmd. In the 1950s, through its
Americanism program, it brought its considerable organizational resources to bear in
support of the broader efforts of conservatives to stop the advance of the New
Deal/Fair Deal state. Through its national magazine, the hegioned its nearly
three million members that liberalism had placed the nation on a dangerous path
towards becoming a collectivist dictatorship that is, the very type of society the
United States was waging a Cold War to defeat. Itssaitversives actities, an
integral part of its Americanism program, facilitated its efforts to discredit liberalism
as alien and radical.

The postwar Legion also opposed the efforts of the liberal state to use its
power to extend social benefits and political rightsrtugs previously denied access
to them, especially African Americans. It worked with conservative business
organizations to defeat public housing programs. Also, thrasgiiance with the
American Medical Association, the Legion helped to defeat thareston of health
care to millions of Americans. In the South, Legionnaires joined the movement to

massively resist the emerging black civil rights movement; and, using conservative

243

ai

SS



Cold War discourse, it denounced efforts of the federal government tcenécial
integration as akin to the actions of Soviet totalitarians. Since the national Legion
refused to alter its longtanding policy permitting racial segregation among its
affiliates, and failed to confront the awaivil rights activities of its sothern branches,

it facilitated its solidification into a major instrument of racial segregation in the
1950s. Its opposition to U.S. Supreme Court rulings giving federal authorities
exclusive jurisdiction in enforcing laws against sedition convergedtiagtimterests

of segregationist Legionnaires aligned against growing federal encroachments on
individual state authority over civil rights matters. In short, through its opposition to
the role of the interventionist state in the economy and in civil rigtitsy, in

important ways, the Legion helped establish the conservative political culture of the
1950s.

Yet as this study has also shown, conservative dominance did not remain
unchallenged. Despite the hegemonic power of conservative Cold War Americanism,
a small, but persistent, portion of the or
Veterans Committee, dissented, and attempted to counter the Legion. Using a liberal
Americanism, the AVC promoted the New Deal legacy both as regards its promise of
expaned economic security and equal access to its social provisions irrespective of
race by extending full civil rights to all citizens. The example of the AVC sheds
further light on how artCommunist rhetoric served multiple political agendas in the
1950s. ts Cold War discourse opposed the efforts of conservatives to conflate
liberalism with subversion through its representations of New Deal economic

regulations, and (the primary focus of this study), images it produced as it
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implemented its Americanism pnagn activities on behalf of civil liberties and civil

rights. Its attempt to challenge ahtew Deal forces disrupts the notion that an

untramelled conservative consensus defined the political culture of the 1950s. The

Cold War opened a very narrow spacethe AVC to promote its reform program.

The AVCO6s failure to achieve its goal s, h o

discourse as a language of reform in this period. Yet, its presence in the 1950s,

though muted, ensured that the conservative lregias not, as then AVC national

chairman Mickey Levine put it in®*955, #th
Yet even as the civil rights movement intensified in the 1960s, the Legion

remained a force for segregation and massive resistance to racial change. |

December 1960, the aNhite Legion post in Jackson (TN) demanded that Legion

national commander Martin.McKneally and HUAC investigate Lane College, a

| ocal Dblack institution, d&fitmer cietrse maxryoh iorf
footballgamefi pl ayed t he Russian national anthem
sickle formation. 0 But as Lane Coll ege Pr

theAfro-American t he band had played Athe ant hems
Russia, France, Eg | and, and the United Stateséin th
connected the white Legionnaireso protest

thestdowns that started h eAfreAmereasreported, blt h. 0 | n
Lane studentshadrecmt | ' y been arresdewn iavhi Weolswamgi ImQ
and McCell andéds five and dime. o0 While | ocal
Ameri can Veterans suppo rbtackdlakd GiseoLégwmgi onds p

Post 485 coun tamgeadbrsingithe collegettonbotliitheeHbusey r

340 AVC Bulletin December 1955, 2.
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Committee andéto McKneally. o0 Student prote
Jackson area. As ti#dro-Americanr e port ed, HANi neteen student ¢
an Election Day parade Saturday were fined $50 dragge of parading without a
permit. The convictions brought to 58 the number of students who have been tried. A
total of 144 were arresit?ed. The fines are
Al so, when asked on AMeet the Presso in
L e g i molcyon civil rights, then national commander Daniel F. Foley told
reporters fdthe Legi ocAmetcandictiatésoQommttte t he Hous
definition of Americanism calling for o6cl a
taken no positononi ght s [*8¢gh e | laggiomn®s st ance on ci
continued to generate protests from liberal critics. In September 1966, the AVC asked
President Johnson not to address national Legion convention then meeting
Washington, DC, because, as the groepcdl ar e d Aithe Legion is 06s
a segregated organization. 60 After Johnson
for Democratic Action publicly criticized his action, and informed the President that
his participati omédsosfur & d dfilfe gircem coef foinc iyaolu
racial segré&yation policies. o
Despite these protests, the Legion continued to permit segregation in local
affiliates in the early 1970s. In January 1972, Mrs. Madeline W. Murphy wrote the
Afro-American i | ite predgctabdedhat a racist organization such as the American
Legion can raise its thunderous 200 percent American voice while flouting all true

Americanism with separate Legion posts for black and white. Doing this in spite of

341 The Afro-American December 3, 1960, 1.
342\Washington Post & Times Heral®ctober 2, 1963, B5.
343 The AfreAmerican September 10, 1966, 13.

246



the fact that the black mahas fought in every dirty war in the dirtiest jobs and in

numbers (particularly in Vietnam) way out of proportion to his ratio to the total

popul ation. o Murphy began her |l etter recal
political ralleprdsame ot iiort Refpiubé i gan U. S.
Williams, whotoldhisalb | ack audi ence, Al know how you
|l oyal to the white manés flag. o0 Incensed b
and procl ai med, AHow rightbgforatleUS.flagu st t he Ne
becomes t he bi*svithkhe pessisténse of segaegafion in the Legion

in the early 1970s, its conservative Americanism still offered no definitive answer to

that question. But as this study suggests, given its pesroéin the conservative

backlash against liberalism in the 1950s, its role in helping to create the postwar

Right deserves fuller examination.

lLetter to the editor, Mrs. Neodmedidamlanuaed,phy, AWhi t ¢
1972, 5.
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