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In this Presentation

Ø Modern web-based technologies
Ø Participatory archival practices

Ø Mediated participatory collection

Ø Democratization of  archival power

“University of  Virginia Library Collection of  the Events in 
Charlottesville, VA, August 11-13, 2017”

https://archives.lib.virginia.edu/repositories/uva-sc/resources/the_university_of_virginia_collection_on_the_event_2


Collection Contents



Collection Contents

Ø Chronological arrangement, first
Ø Then by type/format: correspondence, printed ephemera, artifacts, 

posters, etc.
ØCommunity gatherings

ØViewpoints (political, social, or otherwise)

ØEducational purposes

ØCondolence and solidarity with victims and their community

ØSympathy with ralliers, white supremacist ideals

Physical/Analog (series 1)



Collection Contents

Ø Arranged by format, then further by type where appropriate:
ØStories (typed narratives) and audio-visual materials (photos and videos) 

submitted via online collection site

ØArchived webpages: 
ØArchive-It crawled webpages

ØReplayWeb/Conifer/Webrecorder crawled webpages

ØAudio files (“Together”)

ØArchived Tweets/Twitter datasets: access TBD

Born-Digital (series 2)

http://digitalcollecting.lib.virginia.edu/rally/
https://archive-it.org/collections/9318
https://replayweb.page/?source=https://webarchives.library.virginia.edu/MSS16386_Warning_OffensiveContent.wacz


Community Identities:
Ralliers
Ø July 8 KKK rally
Ø Aug 11 torch rally
Ø Aug 12 “Unite the Right”: 

pamphlets and flyers

Counter protesters
Ø Aug 11 UVA campus
Ø Aug 12 v. “Unite the 

Right”: posters, flyers, and 
zines

Charlottesville residents         .
Ø Community events
Ø Responses on social media
Ø Memorials (installations)
Ø Digital submissions to 

Archive

Expressed and Inferred

Solidarity w/Cville
Ø Condolence letters & artifacts
Ø Responses on social media
Ø Captured websites

Solidarity w/Ralliers           
Ø Letters written to City Hall
Ø Responses on social media
Ø Captured websites



Mediated Participatory Collection



Participatory Archiving Practices

Ø Caswell & Mallick: 3 functions
Ø Generate new records that represent perspectives not commonly 

found in archives

Ø Convey a sense of  emotion and effect

Ø Solicit community participation in the archival endeavor



Participatory Archiving Definitions
Ø Caswell & Mallick definition (South Asian American Digital Archive):

Ø Use internet-based & interactive digital technologies
Ø Facilitate creation of  new records directly by users themselves
Ø Records must document past or ongoing event(s)
Ø Records must be included in archives where they are subject to archival 

interventions
Ø Thomson Definition:

Ø History about a particular community, however defined, created in 
partnership with members of  that community, and for the benefit of  
that community.



Participatory Archiving Categories
Ø Benoit and Roeschley – participatory archives in the context of  

“demarcated boundaries”:

Ø Mediated projects:
Ø institutional body mediates some or most archival work with community 

participation 

Ø Less- and non- mediated spaces:
Ø the role of  the archivist is diminished

Ø projects may begin and exist completely outside the influence of  archives

Ø often transition into, and engage in a symbiotic relationship with a mediated 
space  



Democratization of  Archival Power



Appraisal Power

Ø Primary goals: 
Ø Allow archival endeavors to be conducted on the communities’ and activists’ 

own terms

Ø Offer a multiplicity of  voices and formats

Ø Make archival heritage more inclusive, and “more representative of  the 
diversity of  our whole society

Ø Transparency through participation



Appraisal Power
Ø Platforms for previously marginalized voices to engage in a form of  

political protest motivated by political activism, community empowerment, 
and social change (Caswell)

Ø Constructed spaces in a digital environment
Ø proven to help empower community members, and to create channels 

of  interactivity that may not have been conceivable otherwise.
Ø Aug 11-13 collection features voices (marginalized and dominant) via:

Ø OMEKA platform web archives, Twitter datasets, digital audio archive



OMEKA



OMEKA



OMEKA



OMEKA



OMEKA



Appraisal Power
Ø Creating histories and heritage that speak to all people

Ø Evolving as society evolves

Ø Redefining records
Ø Unconventional formats & unconventional methods of  documentation

Ø Digital records in August 11-13 collection
Ø Web pages – blogs, YouTube videos, social forums, memes, etc.; Tweets; Audio 

files

Ø Interactive digital technologies allow users to facilitate new records themselves, 
to define their communities, fill gaps, change the definitions of  historical 
events, and capture emotions.



Web Crawls



Web crawls



Audio recordings



Concluding Remarks
Ø August 11-13 collection

Ø Mediated community participation in creating archival records: whole community of  
Charlottesville called upon (no guarantee they will participate)

Ø No focus on a specific underrepresented group

Ø More like a mediated participatory project within a collection that exhibits many 
different communities (explicitly stated or inferred later) 

Ø Also a collection that captured voices otherwise not likely to have been represented 
in archives

Ø Nevertheless, it can be defined and categorized as participatory archiving 



Looking Ahead
Ø Transparency through participation is an achievable goal only if

Ø Disrupt existing power structures, traditional archival theory and practice, and 
governmental/bureaucratic approaches

Ø Break down traditional power dynamics that disproportionately privilege 
the ‘great white western men’ who have the power that gives them the 
ability, literacy level, time, and means to create records. 

Ø “Lens of  public memory” (Smith)
Ø Policy, Policy, Policy



Some Links
Ø Virgo resource record

Ø ArchivesSpace resource record

Ø Digital Collecting site on OMEKA

Ø Archive-It web archive collection

Ø ReplayWeb web archive collection (Google Chrome browser only)

Ø Digital audio recordings record on Avalon

Ø Related material:
Ø https://doi.org/10.18130/V3/MSCNLT

Ø https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/DVLJTO

https://search.lib.virginia.edu/sources/uva_library/items/as:3r754
https://archives.lib.virginia.edu/repositories/3/resources/754
http://digitalcollecting.lib.virginia.edu/rally/
https://archive-it.org/collections/9318
https://replayweb.page/?source=https://webarchives.library.virginia.edu/MSS16386_Warning_OffensiveContent.wacz
https://avalon.lib.virginia.edu/media_objects/kd17ct09t
https://doi.org/10.18130/V3/MSCNLT
https://doi.org/10.7910/DVN/DVLJTO
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