MEDIUM RARE

- BUT NOT WELL DONE -




THE CENTER FOR JEWISH HISTORY;
AN OVERVIEW

WHO ARE WE?

We are a consortium of six organizations, under one roof, comprising
the largest collection of modern Jewish History in the United States.
We are comprised of five “partners”, and CJH, which is the umbrella

institution with a mandate to support the partners in their collection,

programming, and exhibits.



HOW ARE WE STRUCTURED?




SO, HOW DOES THIS WORK?

THE PARTNERS: THE CENTER:
e Maintain their own collections and e Provides access-related support for the
are the sole arbiter of their materials partners on all levels
and collection priorities o Maintaining all library systems (Aleph,
e Create and maintain specific Primo, Digitool, Aeon) and the
collection development policies in dlscovery.layer .
collaboration with their own board o Preservation/conservation support
and staff o Digitization, including ingest and
e Are autonomous metadata creation
Have their own dedicated exhibition o Archival processing
spaces o Staffing three reading rooms (patron
Have their own staff services, genealogy, and collections),
e Do their own cataloging and all reference services; in-person,

email, phone, and chat reference



THE READING ROOM (ACCESS SERVICES)




THE WERNER J. AND GISELLA LEVI CHANMAN
PRESERVATION LABORATORY




THE WERNER J. AND GISELLA LEVI CAHNMAN
PRESERVATION LABORATORY




GRUSS LIPPER DIGITAL LABORATORY

= Copy Stand
Single camera (DSLR)

For flat items




GRUSS LIPPER DIGITAL LABORATORY

=> Atiz BookDrive Pro

Two-camera setup designed for books

Reasonably fast

Fragile items can be photographed
without using plexiglass (shown)




GRUSS LIPPER DIGITAL
LABORATORY

EE Bl | R - BetterLight
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Kid Slip
ANT

Large format overhead scanner
|deal for large items

Slow




METADATA AND DISCOVERY SERVICES
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AMERICAN JEWISH
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The American Jewish Historical Society is

the oldest ethnic, cultural archive in the
United States. AJHS provides access to more than 25 million

documents and 50,000 books, photographs, art, and artifacts that
reflect the history of the Jewish presence in the United States from

1654 to the present. Located in NYC and Boston.



WHAT IS MEDIUM RARE?

Books that don't quite make the grade for the rare book shelves, but that
need protection for one reason or another.

Imprints from the lignin-filled papers years of the 19th and 20th century,
often with decorated bindings, bookplates, fold out plates,
reference works, pamphlets, and material culture

Items we thought were disposable but are now unique

Items capturing the everyday life and culture



THE WHITE JEW, 1879 (before conservation treatment)
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THE WHITE JEW.
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THE WHITE JEW, 1879 (after conservation treatment)




1 Resulis for Center for Jewish History

MISCATALOGED ITEMS

Not all copies are created equal

Collections

&

Buuk.

Kol Kore Bamidbar : ueber jiidische Reform : ein Wort an die Freunde derselben

Bemhard Felsenthal 1622-1308 author
[Chicago] : [Publisher not identified], [1859].

& Checked out at American Jewish Historical Society Milton Gottesman Rare Book

Callections (BM197 .F47)

Locations  patails  Reviews &Tags  Mare  Vitual Browse

Language: German

Creation Date: [1859]
CalllAccession Number: BM137 F47
Credits: AJHS

Notes: Date of printing appears before printer on title page.

AJHS Library has two copies. Copy 1 is rebound in a contemporary
cloth binding. The pages of copy 1 are timmed. Copy 2 has the
original yellow wrapper on its front cover, but lacks the back wrapper
cover and pages 17-39.

Milton Gottesman Rars Boak Collection

Source: CJHALEPH

Sorted by: Relevance v

Actionse o X

m

Not all same titles are interchangeable

10

&9

Book

7,

Book

&y

Book

&y

Book

6 Results for Center for Jewish History

LuLauuiia uciana INSVISWD X 1ayo Wil villug Lnuwac

G ius' Hebrew gr.

Wilhelm Gesenius 1786-1842.

Andover - Warren F. Draper, 1884.

@ Available through American Jewish Historical Society Milton Gottesman Rare Book
Collections (PJ4567 .G27 1884)

Locations Details Reviews & Tags Mare Virtual Browse

G ius' Hebrew gr.

Wilhelm Gesenius 1786-1842.

Mew York - D. Appleton & Company, 346 and 348 Broadway, 1858,

@ Available through American Jewish Historical Society Milton Gottesman Rare Book
Collections (PJ4567 .G2Tc)

Locations Details Reviews & Tags More Virtual Browse

G ius’ Hebrew gr.

Wilhelm Gesenius 1786-1842.

MNew-York : D. Appleton & Company, 200 Broadway ; Philadelphia : Geo. 5. Appleton, 164
Chesnut-Street, MDCCCXLIX [1849].

@ Available through Amernican Jewish Histonical Society Milton Gottesman Rare Book
Collections (PJ4567 .G27 1849)

Locations Details Reviews & Tags More Virtual Browse

G ius' Hebrew gr.

Wilhelm Gesenius 1786-1842.

New-York : D. Appleton & Company, 200 Broadway ; Philadelphia : Geo. S. Appleton, 148
Chesnut-Street, MDCCCXLVI [1846].

@ Available through American Jewish Historical Society Milton Gottesman Rare Book
Collections (PJ4567 .G2T 1846)

Locations Details Reviews & Tags Mare Virtual Browse

Sorted by: Date-newest ~

Collections



Map of New York
And vicinity,
1863-1879

(before conservation treatment)
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Map of NEW YORK and
vicinity, 1863-1867

(after conservation treatment)




REHOUSING ROTATION PROGRAM

CHARLES WELL

56 oup-srver.
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o Desined lorille useof chidren” 1L 2 laves, 0 eavs af s arations 15

i acgomd o o the Lite of Mose I s hopeds i b ot nsome e "Designe for the
et e N Yo Sp 1/ 811 e s g o e
he New York ctores o 183610 sl deg

‘ood-engraved plates printed on yellow paper.
Not n Cheeklnt Amer impein
Not in Rosenbach, Amer. Jewish bib Milton Gottesman Rare Book
Cottetion

Moses(Riblical leader) 2. Wibleiogeaphy. 3. Bible stores. & rie & Pted

£
(Rinding) 5. Paper mnl-(mmnm o
phies 8. Biographical sourees 1. Woll, mmwnuim-m




SURVEY OF BOOKS IN REHOUSING

CIH lab can

Bookbinder

complete for further
part of treatment
1 [Call Number Treatment Proposed treatment? required?
dry-cleaning of map; flattening; mending of
tears; re-folding to fit in the book to enable
2 |G 3804.M4 1863 aCccess Y n
minor tear repairs and unfolding of corners;
3 |BS 1440.B7 1766 stabilization and reattachment of covers v v
minor tear repais and unfolding of coerners;
BM 674,243 1854 stabilization and reattachment of covers v iy
minor tear repairs and unfolding of corners;
BS 196.A1 C37 1813 stabilization of spine b ¥
minor tear repairs and unfolding of corners;
5 |BS 14201728 case attachment; spine stabilization v Y
minor tear repairs and unfolding of corners;
' |E123.C234 1823 Copy 1 re-sew text block; case attachment W ¥
, |DS 149.A1 P3 (1918) spine stabilization; front cover re-attachment n iy
minor tear repairs and unfolding of corners;
DS 122.8.HG6 12809 re-attachment of front board A Y
|E123.C234 1823 Copy 2 re case-in text block to boards n v
tear repairs and unfolding of corners; re-sew
text block: attach board, add front board to
B 674.27.A2 1842 make case v ¥
|PJ4563.58 1823 tear repairs; re-attach boards to text block v W
!E 184.15 A35 v. 1 {1895)- re-attach front and back endsheets " n
BS 1222122 1845 Set 4 V tape removal; re-attach pages to text block n W
> |BM F00.G6 1667 minor spine repair y n
DS 116,17 1839 Copy 2 spine stabilization n \,-'
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The Blog of the Center for Jewish History
The Center for Jewish History, located in New York City at 15 West 16th Street, is home to five partner organizations: American Jewish Histarical Society, American Sephardi Federation, Leo
Baeck Institute, Yeshiva University Museum and YIVO Institute for Jewish Research. The partners' archives comprise the world's largest and most comprehensive archive of the modern

Jewish experience outside of Israel The collections span a thousand years, with mare than & miles of archival documents (in dozens of languages and alphabet systerns), more than 500,000
volumes, as well as thousands of artworks, textiles, ritual ohjects, recordings, films, and photographs. Search the collections.

\isit the Center, and join our community of readers at the 1fith Street Book Club Co I I E CT I o N

HAVE A QUESTION? ASKITHERE.  ARCHIVE

From Bags to Riches: The Life of a Rare
Book Collection
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DESCRIBING MEDIUM RARE

Enhancing description to reflect fragility (internal)

=> Condition (CON): Fragile, some foxing.
- Item/Holdings records:
e Enforcing restrictions in bibliographic record:

!Ilnﬂll'lh:l'rrlﬂﬂﬂl E.EH'-LWI t-.I‘IUI.Lllk.'I.I

atus: | »] 02 Reference Collection |
"ANVioL) | 03 Special Permission Required &

i 04 Restrictions Apply |
gl 05 Only Available at AJHS Boston

06 LBI Berlin
o7 Deaccessioned

[ Temporary Locaty 08 Closed

09 Awvailable Online

(10 Online Photocopy Reguest OK ™ |



DESCRIBING MEDIUM RARE

Enhancing description to reflect fragility (external)

- General Note (500):
e Condition: This books is in good but fragile condition. It is bound in paper
wrappers. The edges of the pages and cover are chipped and torn...

= Restrictions on Access Note (506):
e Some volumes fragile, public access to microfilm and digital copy only.
e Use preservation photocopy only.
e Fragile. Consult librarian.



DESCRIBING MEDIUM RARE

Enhancing description to highlight surrogate

- Reproduction Note (533)
e Microform, 1 reel : positive ; 35 mm.

- Electronic Location and Access (856)
e Ingested by Digital Lab Digital form: http://digital.cih.org/4536095
e Elsewhere: Digital form available from Internet Archives:
https://archive.org/details/generalanzeigerfO1unse



http://digital.cjh.org/4536095

MOVING FORWARD...

PILOT PROJECTS:
COORDINATION BETWEEN DEPARTMENTS



=> Digitization on demand

e Recollections of my aunt, Rebecca Gratz : The rare book has been

digitized as part of an ongoing digitization-on-demand program at the
Center for Jewish History.

-> Tag and retrieve (PRS, 583, or 590)

e Establishing a project code and then retrieving all of the records tagged
with respective code:
o Enhance record to reflect at-risk or fragile material
o Digitization candidate (upon identification of funding)
o Preservation candidate (upon identification of funding)


http://digital.cjh.org/4066398

QUESTIONS ?

Alexandra Lederman, alederman@ajhs.org

Claire Kenny, ckenny@cjh.org

Eric Arnold Fritzler, eafritzler@cjh.org

Melanie Meyers, mmeyers@cjh.org

Shayna Marchese, smarchese@cjh.org



mailto:alederman@ajhs.org
mailto:ckenny@cjh.org
mailto:eafritzler@cjh.org
mailto:mmeyers@cjh.org
mailto:smarchese@cjh.org

A special thanks to all of the Partners at the
Center for Jewish History.
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