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The Next Hour:
● Background: Looting of Art in the Holocaust Era (Michael)
● Beginnings: Origins of IRP at NARA (Michael)
● IRP2 Project: Student Research (Jennifer)

○ User Personas
○ Capabilities of Various Archive Searches
○ ??

● IRP2 Federated Search Software
● Holocaust Era Provenance Research (Nancy)
● Next steps: Digital Tracking of Looted Art



Background:
Looting of Art

in the
Holocaust Era



Beginnings: International Research Portal



Access Challenge: 

Holocaust records in 
Belgium not searchable

94 page PDF of a
Finding Aid





Search by keyword, year, names, etc..



Access 
Challenge: 

18 Institutions to 
look through

Inconsistent 
search pages





Federated Search:

Bots search 10 of 
the collections on 
your behalf..

Special bot for each 
search page.



Van Eyck AND altarpiece

“Adoration of the Magi”

Artist: Rembrandt

Location: Vienna

Van Eyck UND altarpiece

«Adoration of the Magi»

Creator: Rembrandt

Keyword: Vienna









Student Contributions to the 
International Research Portal

Jen Wachtel ’18
MLIS and MA (History)



Interdisciplinary Students

• Torra Hausmann (MLIS and HIST)
• Jen Wachtel (MLIS and HIST)
• Melissa Wertheimer (MLIS)
• Sohini Sarkar (MIM)
• Karishma Ghiya (MIM)
• Lisa Rogers (HCI) – not pictured
• Myeong Lee (PhD student) – not pictured



Interdisciplinary Team: Vital to Success
Collaborative Team Skills

Students In Action!

▶ Software development
▶ Subject knowledge
▶ Language ability
▶ Graphic design
▶ Blogging
▶ Coding



Collaboration via Asana



▶ Sample Queries
▶ Scenario Tests
▶ Manual Query Expansions
▶ Identified database challenges
▶ Suggestion: implement multilingual search

▶ Input informed future coding

MLIS Input on Prototype



▶MLIS students defined 
situation, such as 
“third-generation survivor 
seeking lost painting”

▶MLIS students suggested initial 
queries and refinements: 
“painting”  and “Location: 
Berlin”

▶MIM students implemented 
features

Search Scenario Collaboration



MLIS Students Recorded Metadata from 17 
International Institutions



MLIS Students Suggested Displays

Student Suggestion #1 Student Suggestion #2



MIM Students and Software Architect 
Translated Metadata for Display in Portal



HCI Student-Graphic Design



▶ Consider user information needs
▶ Improve access through pooled expertise
▶ Achieved through interdisciplinary environment

Takeaways

Students in Action with Kings College London











Association of Art Museum Directors/National Archives 
Workshop on Provenance Research

























RG 260, Records Concerning the Central Collecting Points ("Ardelia Hall Collection"): 
Wiesbaden Central Collecting Point, 1945-1952, Restitution Claim Records, 
Hirschland, Georg

Fold3.com National Archives Catalogue



(Photo: German Federal Archives / Wiki Commons)
(Photo: National Archives and Records Administration # 531272)

Next Access Challenge:
Show the Big Story






