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indeed the guardian of river for s and bric :s.’’ The old
interpretation of Janus as t} d of beginaings and gates

8
/ Iz~1s bifrons, the '"double-faced",

has thus been challenged.
is portrayed on the Republican aes grave bronze pieces which
illustrates Vergil's description.’? However, there is

little trace of Janus in the domestic cult, no °~ zes are in
the lararia, and even his affiliation with the door is on
unfirm ground.80 His place at the fauces, the figurative
boundary between public and private affairs, is the only area
81

where . 1us possibly played ro”: in dome: Lc worship.

Finally, in close association with the Lar familiaris,

Vesta, and Janus, are the domestic Penates. Their origin, like
that of the Lares, is practically unknown. They have been

associated with the Dioscuri and with the Great Gods of the

77Holland, op. cit., p. 308.

’8For the old interpretation of Janus see Bailey,
Phases in the Religion, pp. 46-48, and also Franz Altheim,
A History of Roman Religion, trans. by Harold Mattingly
(London: Methuen, 1938), p. 194. See Holland, op. ~it., for
the most recent interpretation of Janus.

79

Sydenham, op. cit., p. 7. Aen. 7. 180., 12. 198.

80Holland, op. ~**., p. 304.

81Ibid. T e is no actual information concerning
the domestic cult of Janus. See Cyril Bailey, The Religion
of Ancient ..ome (London: Constable and Co., 1907), p. 36.
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Juno, like its related numen, the Genius, was employed > desig-
nate the potenti¢” r >roductive powers.12 Every man had his
Genius and every woman, her Juno . 13 The roots of the Juno con-
cept appear to be in the same remote circles that gave birth to
the idea of the Genius.14 The intimate association with the
Genius, however, appears to be of later date and came about after
st w regarded as a deity of birth and wc zn.ls Juno origin-
ally was goddess of light, and her use in connection with the
Genius was not her earliest one. The goddess Juno may not have
b 2n the de =y of : : individuality anymore than Venus, ye
the term indicates a closer affinity‘qs Moreover, the festival
of the Juno is the birthday and the Juno in this guise is called

17

Natalis, The naming of a Genius, in association with women is

18

definitely known from an inscription. Nevertheless, the

124alliday, op ~it., p. 26.

132@, s.v., '"Kultus'(Personen XI, 2126)"Jeder Mann hat
seinen Genius and jede Frau ihre Junoj' Juno, Petronius 25;
Juno and Genius, Pliny N.H., 2. 16; Tibullus 4. 6. See also
Jesse Benedict Carter, The Religion of Mwma (London: Macmillan,
1906), p. 12.

14
Shields, op. cit., p. 5.

Dypia | p. 6. l6rnidq. | p. 38.

17Shields, op. cit., p. 38-40. Juno was worshipped on
the calends of each month. See also PW, s.v., "Genius," VII,
1158.

18c1L vITI £-770.





















































































































67

0ld Roman beli ° in Genii evolved into a conc »t w ' :h filled
almost every par of the Roman's world with a religious power

whose mission it was to preserve, protect, and most important,

> generate life itself,
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