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The purpose of this feasibility study was to determine if the Scott house site warranted
full-scale investigation and, if so, to formulate a series of recommendations to that end. This
preliminary study involved three phases:

1. Construction of an historical base map illustrating the chronological sequence of
ownership, development, and change.

2. Construction of an archaeological base map recording all standing structures and visible
features.

3. Limited test excavations, the results of which were incorporated into the archaeological
base map.

Work was carried out by a site supervisor and two crew members during the week of July 31-

August 4, 1972.

Documentation:

Although the Scott House is mentioned briefly in many secondary materials dealing with
the history and architecture of Annapolis, the National Register Field Sheets are the only source
which treats the site in any detail. The information in this report is not foot-noted and contains a
number of errors, omissions, and unwarranted assumptions. (1)

The National Register data sheets erroneously conclude that the N.E. or garden front of
the house was originally the main entrance but ... with the development of Shipwright Street to
the southwest of the house, the garden front on the southwest has become the main entrance.”
(2) This assumption has no basis in fact either architecturally or historically.

Shipwright Street properties were developed prior to the 1718 Stoddert Survey of

Annapolis which shows the street at its present location. (3) This was obviously no “paper”

208



street, but a functioning thoroughfare with buildings on both sides of the street long before Scott
even came to America.

Architecturally, the S.W. or streetside facade was designed to be the more impressive
with its projecting bay and full pediment, features not included on the N. E. or garden front. This
is noted but dismissed in the National Register data sheets. Not mentioned at all are other
architectural details like the larger size of the doorway on the S.W. front and the interior plan of
the entry hall both features indicating that the structure was designed and built with its front or
main entrance facing Shipwright Street. The garden was originally—as it is now—Ilocated on
the N.E. side of the house.

Less easily refuted is the contention that William Buckland, the architect, had a hand in
the planning or construction of the Scott House. Quality of design and craftsmanship are the
basis of popular attribution despite the observation that “...the Scott House was completed
before Buckland mobbed to Annapolis.” (4) There is no positive evidence associating Buckland
with this house in any capacity and there has been no detailed comparative analysis of this house
and known Buckland buildings to demonstrate the possibility.

Completely omitted from any mention is the fact that the lot on which the Scott House
stands was developed as early as 1716. (5) Scott was not the initial developer of the premises.
What was there prior to Scott’s acquisition of the property, how he altered the land and its
structures, and what standing structures or parts of standing structures he may have incorporated
into his own dwelling house and its dependencies is a critical aspect of the site’s history and
development.

Also open to question is the interpretation of the house as a pure expression of Georgian

concepts in its planning and design. The house is thoroughly Georgian in its plan and treatment
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but there is good reason to believe it was not initially sited in terms of a Georgian concept of the
balanced relationship of space and mass which is a function of a structure’s setting as well as its
design.

The generally accepted dates for construction of the house are 1762-1764. The house
stands wholly on Lot #12 (so designated in the 1718 Stoddert Survey of Annapolis) which Upton
Scott purchased from Michael Mcnemera for 50 £ sterling on 18 June 1759. (6) The S.E. wall
of the house sets on the S.E. property line of this house. On May 13, 1763, Scott purchased the
N.W. portion of Lot #11 from Charles Carroll for 58 £ 16s. sterling. If the accepted dates for
construction of the house are correct, the land on the S.E. side of the house was not acquired
until a year after construction began. Acquisition of this lot more or less centered the house (the
house was 6°2” off-center over a distance of 235°10”) and permitted the erection of an
outbuilding at the south corner of the lot to balance the stable at the west corner. There are
alternatives, of course: the sale may have been prearranged and merely formalized at this time or
construction of the house may actually date somewhat later than currently thought. (7)

In terms of the limited objectives of this project, historical research was confined to the
examination of land records. No attempt was made to fully document site content in other kinds
of public records and contemporary private papers. All major changes in ownership and sub-
division of the property were identified and confirmed in the documents but time did not permit
the location and examination of all available records.

Five periods critical to the development of the site were established:

1. Pre-Scott ownership and development including the erection of a dwelling on the

premises by 1716. (17" ¢.-1759)
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2. Acquisition, development, and occupation of the site by Upton Scott and his heirs.
(1759-1819)

3. Acquisition and occupation of the site by Dennis Claude and his heirs. (1819-1873)
Claude presumably purchased the premises from Scott’s heirs sometime after the death of
Elizabeth Scott in 1819. (8) In 1858, the courts partitioned Claude’s estate among his
heirs giving his widow Elizabeth Claude life rights to the house and grounds and full
ownership as her dower rights of a small lot created in the south corner of the premises
measuring about 35” front and 78’ deep. In 1872, Elizabeth Claude devised her life rights
in the estate to her daughter Phoebe Kilborn. The following year William and Phoebe
Kilborn transferred the premises to James Revell in trust for the Sisters of Mercy. In
1885, the small lot given outright to Elizabeth Claude was sold at public auction for non-
payment of taxes.

4. Ownership and occupation as a school and convent by a religious order of the Roman
Catholic Church. (1873-1962)

5. Ownership and occupation as a private dwelling by the present owners. (1962-present)

All these transactions are illustrated on the historical base map. Whenever possible, visible

and excavated features on-site were interpreted in the context of this chronology.

The Site:

The bounds of the DuPont property defined the physical limits of the site although the
properties to the S.E. and the N.E. were historically part of the Scott House grounds. The present
house lot is about half its original size of 235°10” front with a depth of 247°6”. Only the N.W.

property line of the present house lot is an historical boundary dating to the period of Upton
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Scott. The rest of the boundaries have been created subsequent to Scott’s death. The dwelling
on the small property created in the south corner of the original house lot has been enlarged and
altered over the years but it is said that the oldest section fronting the street was part of the Scott
House outbuilding complex. Although no investigation of the premises was made at this time,
the old part of this structure does correspond in both size and relative location to the stable at the
opposite or west corner of the present house lot.

A modern brick school building runs across most of the N.E. end of the original house lot
with a convent building on the S.E. side forming an “L” with the school building in the east
corner. A modern brick garden wall located about 45° S.W. of the historical rear property line
runs N.W./S.E. from the west corner of the school building to the old garden wall along the N.W.
property line. The north corner of the original house lot is vacant. These church-related
buildings actually subsume only a small part of the original house lot. Most of the land formerly
associated with the Scott House has been left open to provide a courtyard or cloister for the
convent. No visible features mark the boundary between church property and the present house
lot, preserving the visual effect of a large, open garden area behind the house.

The Scott House property presently includes the main dwelling, a one story brick stable
fronting on Shipwright Street at the west corner of the property, and the exposed foundations of a
demolished frame outbuilding located on the N.W. side of the house. A paved brick courtyard
the width of the demolished frame building extends from its S.E. side to the N.W. side of the
house. The only visible features on the S.E. side of the house are a small area of brick paving
and a modern brick walk leading from the convent to the street. This walk has not been used

since the DuPonts acquired the property and has become almost entirely over-grown.
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A brick garden wall six feet high, extends from the north and east corners of the house,
1solating the N.E. or garden side of the house from the side yards. This wall crosses the property
line on the S.E. side of the house and continues across the adjoining property. On the N.W. side
of the house, portions of the garden wall have been knocked out and the base of the wall
incorporated into the foundations of the frame outbuilding. A brick wall also extends from the
north corner of the stable along the N.W. property line. When measured from the present
property line at the S.W. wall of the stable, this wall was found to extend 6.45” beyond the
247°6” depth of the original house lot. The present sidewalk along the N.E. side of Shipwright
Street measures 6.50” suggesting the original property line was probably measured from the
present curbline. (9) These garden walls appear to be contemporary with the house. A garden
wall may have surrounded the entire property but there is no visible evidence that the old wall
along the N.W. property line turned a corner and continued along the N.E. property line. The
end of the wall has been re-used to fence in the property adjoining to the N.W. and any trace of
the wall remaining below grade except possibly in the vacant north corner of the lot has been
destroyed by construction of the school and convent.

The ground on the S.W. side or front of the house has been terraced in a curve extending
from the south and west corners of the house to the street. The terraced area is flat and
approximately at street level. The ground on the N.W. side of the house slopes away from the
street toward the N.E. and also dips toward the N.W. property line. The ground on the S.E. side
of the house also slopes away from the street toward the N.E. At its lowest point, grade on the
N.W. side of the house is about 1.5 above the level of the ground at its lowest point on the S.E.

side of the house. The N.E. or garden side of the house is flat and also lies about 1.5’ below the
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low point in the N.W. yard and on about the same level as the low point in the S.E. yard. There

is a 3” difference in elevation between grade at the front and back of the house. (10)

The House:

The house is a large, two-story brick dwelling in the Georgian style. It measures 54’
front by 45° deep and sits approximately 35° off the street with its corners oriented to the points
of the compass. (11) The Scott House was recorded by the HABS in 1964, but the record is not
complete because no plan was made of the cellar. Numerous changes have been made in the
cellar, the most important of which for the purposes of this study was the addition of two
projecting cellar entries on the N.W. and S.E. sides of the house near the north and east corners.
These entries contain steps up from the cellar to the side yards (six steps on the N.W. and four
steps on the S.E.) and were 19" ¢. additions to accommodate extensive regarding of the side
yards. As originally built, the cellar was entered directly from the yard through arched brick
entries built flush with the gable ends of the house, requiring at most, one or two interior steps
down.

The house is entered from the outside through the main entrance on the S.W. front and a
garden entrance on the N.E. front, both of which were original to the house. The steps to the
N.E. and S.W. entries are brick capped in cement with arched brick supports. At first glance, it
seemed the steps on the S.W. were cut away to facilitate enlargement of the cellar windows
leaving the pediment of the front door hanging in mid-air. However, a photo published in 1929
shows the steps were cut away before the windows were enlarged. This rises the question as to
whether the stairs with their arched brick supports are original to the house. A modern entry has

been added in the N.W. gable end, access to which is provided by frame steps.
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The Stable:

The stable is located at the west corner of the present house lot. It is a one story brick
building measuring 21.5” front and 37.58” deep with its corners oriented to the compass. This
structure was also surveyed by HABS in 1964.

If this structure was intended for use as a stable, it presents an interesting functional
problem: how did the horses get in and out? The stable is presently entered through two doors in
the S.E. wall facing the N.W. yard of the house: one is 3.5” wide by 5.67 high, and the other is
3°0” wide and 5.96” high. There is also a doorway at loft height on the street side and evidence
of a possible bricked-up doorway on the N.W. side of the stable about the same size as the other
two doors. (This feature was difficult to see because of the whitewash on the exterior of the
building and the poor light inside.) None of these entries is large enough to admit a horse safely.

Close examination of the structure strongly suggests that the N.E. gable end has been
altered. This is not apparent in the HABS drawings which only contain elevations of the S.E.
and S.W. facades. Three sides of the stable are laid up in Flemish bond while the N.E. end is
laid up in a bond consisting of two stretcher courses and a header course. This same bond is
used in the interior partition which divides the N.E. end of the stable into two rooms. The other
three walls have air slits, the N.E. end does not. The N.E. end of the stable has two wood framed
windows which seem to have been built into the wall. There are two possible explanations:
either the N.E. wall of the stable was originally constructed as an interior partition or the wall
was rebuilt in its original location to serve some other use than that of a stable. If the former is
true, this may not have been a stable; if the latter is true the N.E. gable end probably contained a

large entry through which the horses were taken in and out of the building.
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The Exposed Foundation:

The exposed foundation on the N.W. side of the side of the house is all that remains of a
small two story frame structure demolished by the DuPonts because it was structurally unsound.
This building obviously post-dated construction of the house and was used by the nuns as a wash
house.

The building sits 50° from the house with its corners oriented to the points of the
compass, and its gable end facing the house. The foundations are about 24.5’ wide and 15.5’
deep, with a small shed attached to the N.W. side. (12) The building had no cellar.

The N.W. end of the garden wall extending from the north corner of the house was
partially taken down and the bottom re-used as the N.E. foundation wall of the building. The
S.E. and S.W. walls were constructed of machine-made bricks and are only .75’ thick, while the
re-used portion of the garden wall is 1.17 thick. There is no trace of the N.W. wall above grade.

The interior of the foundation was filled with debris and heavily over-grown with weeds
and poison ivy. An interior partition wall was barely visible running N.E.-S.W. for an
undetermined distance across the building from the N.E. wall. The remains of a brick chimney
stood on the N.W. side of the partition wall. This is the chimney visible in the photograph of the
N.E. fagade of the house which shows part of the frame outbuilding in the background. (13)
There was a brick-filled doorway in the N.E. wall 4.5° from the east corner of the building and
another roughly centered in the S.W. wall. A large pile of rubble, apparently from demolition of

the building, extended across the building on the N.E. side of the foundation.

Excavations:

216



Field work began with clearing the brick courtyard and foundation interior on the N.W.
side of the house to define features for measurement and photography. Clearing of the interior of
the foundation was expanded to include the partial excavations of the S.E. end of the building
when a stone wall and cobble paving were exposed during clearance.

Test Trench 1 was originally planned as a 3” x 3’ test at the west corner of the outbuilding
foundation to pick up the N.W. wall of the structure. The wall was not found here and the trench
expanded laterally to expose a brick paving and gutter complex on the N.W. side of the

foundation. Test Trench 1A was a deep test pit inside the feature complex placed between the

exposed ends of the N.E. and S.W. walls of the outbuilding foundation to locate the N.W. wall.
Test Trench 2 was originally planned as a 3” x 3’ test about ten feet S.W. of Test Trench 1 in a
shallow depression where probing produced a series of “hard hits” quite near the surface. This
trench was extended along the line of a section of diagonally laid brick paving to the S.W. side of
Test Trench 1. Test Trench 3 was planned as a stratigraphic control trench 2’ wide running from
the S.W. side of the outbuilding foundation toward the street. This trench was finally closed at
37’ in length. Two deep test pits were excavated at intervals along this trench. Test Trench 4
was a 3” x 3’ test on the N.E. side of the garden wall at the point where the wall was taken down
and re-used as a foundation of the outbuilding. This trench was not expanded beyond its original
dimensions but an area of brick paving exposed while clearing rubble prior to excavation was
cleaned and defined. Test Trench 5 was a small 1’ x 1’ test under the brick paving of the
courtyard about mid-way between the house and the outbuilding foundation.

Test Trenches 6, 7, and 8 were placed in the S.E. yard. Test Trench 6 was a “V” shaped
trench 2’ wide designed to cut diagonally across the area on the S.E. side of the house

corresponding to the courtyard on the N.W. This trench ran south from the end of the paved
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brick area in front of the cellar entry for a distance of 15’ then east 22’ to intersect the modern
brick walk leading from the convent to the street. Test Trench 7 was a small 2 x 3° test placed
specifically to pick up and trace of a possible brick walk running diagonally along the south leg
of Test Trench 6. It was placed 35’ N.E. of the front property line on the N.W. side of the
modern brick walk. Test Trench 8 was a small 1” x 1” test under the brick paving in front of the
cellar entry. An irregular hole approximately four feet in diameter in the corner of the present
house lot on the S.W. side of the garden wall was cleaned and determined to be the root hole of a
tree. The area on the S.E. side of the house was also systematically probed at 3’ intervals.

Test Trenches 9 and 10 were related to the stable. Test Trench 9 was a 4’ x 7’ test along

the S.E. wall of the stable between the two doors. Test Trench 10 was an “L” shaped test at the
east corner of the stable.

No testing was done in the N.E. yard except for Test Trench 4 related to investigations of
the outbuilding foundation. Some probing was done to trace out the over-grown portions of the
brick walk exposed while clearing rubble on the N.E. side of the foundation. No tests were made
in the S.W. yard at this time.

Prior to closing the site, all test trenches were backfilled and sod replaced except those
where paving had been exposed. The excavated areas in the S.E. end of the foundation interior

were also left exposed with instructions for stabilizing and protecting the stone wall.

The Brick Courtyard-N.W. side yard:
The paved brick courtyard on the N.W. side of the house extends up to the foundation of
the demolished outbuilding on the N.W. and the garden wall on the N.E. The S.W. edge of the

courtyard which had been overgrown was paved to form a brick gutter. This feature was
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exposed for its entire length. (See Detail Drawing #1) The gutter began 12’ from the house.
The area between the house and the gutter was paved flat to the edge. The area immediately
adjacent to the house has been paved with concrete but the brick appears to continue under this
modern paving. The gutter was disturbed within 1’ of the outbuilding foundation and blocked
off on a line with the S.E. wall of the foundation with two machine-made bricks, on of which
bore an illegible maker’s mark. These bricks were left in place. It was subsequently established
that the gutter ran along the S.W. wall of the outbuilding and was related to the gutter on the

N.W. side of the outbuilding.

Outbuilding Interior: N.W. yard:

While trenching along the S.E. side of the interior brick partition wall to establish the
extent of this feature, a mortared stone wall was exposed. This wall was apparently unrelated to
the frame outbuilding. (Once it was established that the feature initially called the “interior brick
partition” was also unrelated to the frame outbuilding, it was re-named “the center wall.”) This
feature began 8’ from the inner face of the N.E. wall where the center wall ended. The stone
wall continued on a line with the center wall for 2.5, then turned a corner and extended across
the S.E. wall. Part of the brick foundation at the S.E. end of the frame outbuilding was built on
the stone wall. About 3’ from the east corner, the wall ended abruptly but traces of a mortar bed
extended into the east corner.

The N.E. end of the center wall was tied into the garden wall while the S.W. end
terminated in what appeared to be a finished surface. Three bricks were set length-wise on the

stone wall adjoining the end of the center wall and appeared to form the sill for a doorway.

219



The area on the S.W. side of the stone wall was paved with cobbles. The surface of the
cobble paving was 1.5 below the surface of the brick-paved courtyard. The full extent of the
cobble paving was not exposed but it probably continues under the unexcavated area to the S.W.
and possibly under the S.E. foundation wall of the frame outbuilding. A brick floor was exposed
in the north and east corners of the area excavated on approximately the same level as the cobble
paving. The brick paving is probably continuous over the entire area S.E. of the center wall and
N.E. of the stone wall.

These features were only exposed sufficiently to define them and record their location.
At no point were the bottoms of the features exposed nor was a statistically reliable sample of
artifacts retrieved. However, enough of the area was exposed to give a rough idea of the
stratification and artifact content. The entire foundation interior was covered with rubble and
debris of modern origin. At the S.E. end of the foundation, the rubble level sloped from the N.E.
to the S.W. so that the top of the wall was exposed by removing the rubble. On the N.E. side of
the stone wall a level consisting of dark grey ashy fill with chunks of coal containing artifacts
dating 1820-1850 began somewhat above the top of the wall. This level appears to have been
continuous over the entire area excavated sloping N.E. to S.W. like the rubble level above. On
the S.W. side of the wall over the cobble paving the fill consisted of dark brown humic soil

containing artifacts of a similar date range. A rough sketch of the stratigraphy is included below:
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No attempt was made to test in the N.W. end of the outbuilding foundation due to the

heavier concentration of rubble at this end of the structure.

Test Trench 1-N.E. Yard:

This test was designed to pick up the N.W. wall of the frame outbuilding. No wall was
found but a section of the brick gutter and paving was exposed adjacent to the expected location
of the wall. The trench was then expanded laterally toward the N.W. and N.E. to define these
features.

The gutter was identical in construction to the gutter along the S.W. side of the brick
courtyard and on a line with it. It ran from the N.W. end of the S.W. foundation wall on a
curving line then parallel with the N.W. property line tapering off into a fan-shaped area of brick
paving which butted up against the S.W. side of the brick wall in the N.E. yard exposed while
clearing for Test Trench 4. The curved section of the gutter was bordered on both sides by a
double row of cobbles.

Two distinctly different areas of paving were partially exposed on the outer side of the
gutter: a section near the top of the curve paved in diagonally laid bricks running almost due
north and south, and a section beyond the curve paved with a combination of brick, stones, and
cobbles.

The brick paving on the inner side of the gutter followed the contour of the feature

extending N.E. to a brick sill. This sill ran 7.5° N.W. from the expected location of the N.W.
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wall then turned a corner and continued N.E. for an undetermined distance. The area within the
sill was filled with extremely hard brick and mortar rubble. Excavation of the sill was
terminated when it was identified as the foundation of a small shed-like structure which stood on
the N.W. side of the frame outbuilding. The paving on the inner side of the gutter was picked up
again 3.3’ N.E. of the sill and extended the length of the gutter. Presumably both the brick
paving and the brick sill continue under the unexcavated area between the foundation and the
exposed features N.W. of it.

That part of Test Trench 1 lying in the N.W. yard was covered with hard-packed ashy
grey fill containing oyster shells, brick rubble and artifacts. This level varied in depth from .25’
to .50°. It was covered by a thin layer of humus barely covering the roots of the grass. Artifacts
from this level dated late 19™-20™ century and consisted primarily of nails, fragments of window
glass and bottles, and a few bones. At the N.E. end of the area excavated the fill changed to a

more soil-like consistency containing similar artifacts.

Test Trench 1A-N.W. yard:

Test Trench 1A was a 2’ x 4’ test pit placed between the ends of the N.E. and S.W. walls
of the outbuilding foundation for the express purpose of locating the N.W. wall. The top of the
wall was exposed in its expected location about 1° below the surface. Once the feature was

confirmed and its location recorded, the trench was closed.

Test Trench 2-N.W. Yard:

Upon removing the sod in the original 3” x 3’ limits of Test Trench 2, the top of a large

dressed stone was exposed. This stone was of the type usually associated with a step or doorsill
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but it was not immediately apparent whether it was in situ or had been placed there during

demolition of the frame outbuilding. It was set at an angle and seemed possibly related to the
small area of diagonal paving partially exposed on the outer side of the curved section of the
gutter in Test Trench One some ten feet away. Thus, Test Trench Two was expanded toward
Test Trench One following the angle of the stone. Two large flat stones were laid immediately
adjacent to the dressed stone on the north side. Beyond the stones was an area about 1.5” wide of
broken stone and hard brick rubble which seemed to set on a section of diagonal brick paving.
The brick paving extended from the point of exposure to the edge of the cobbles bordering the
gutter at the edge of Test Trench 1. At the intersection of Test Trench One and Two on the N.W.
side of Test Trench Two a metal ring about 1.5’ in diameter was exposed. It set on the brick
paving and was 3” thick.

The same hard ashy fill under a thin layer of humus found in Test Trench One extended
over the entire trench. The artifact content was also similar with a high concentration of window

glass associated with stones and rubble at the S.W. end of the trench.

Test Trench 3-N.W. Yard:

Test Trench 3 was designed to test the extent of fill and disturbance in the N.W. yard; if
possible, establish original grade; and generate some concept of the original topography of the
site. The trench began on the S.E. side of the bricked-up doorway in the S.W. wall of the
outbuilding foundation and when closed, extended 37’ toward the street. The trench was
positioned as near the middle of the yard as possible while avoiding 4 concrete bases for a

clothesline.
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Immediately adjacent to the S.W. wall of the outbuilding foundation, a section of brick
gutter was exposed confirming the observation that the gutter along the S.W. side of the
courtyard was part of the same drainage system as the gutter curving away from the west corner
of the frame outbuilding foundations. The area on the S.W. side of the gutter was paved in brick
for a distance of 5° at which point two large flat stones were uncovered. It was impossible to tell
if the stones were set on the bricks or at the end of the paving without removing them. The
stones were left in place to be followed laterally then possibly removed if time permitted.
Beyond the stones, the surface of the yard sloped upward toward the street. The area
immediately adjacent to the stones on the S.W. was yellow clay which changed to the same ashy
hard-packed fill encountered over the features in Test Trench 1 and 2. About 4’ S.W. of the
stones, a deep test pit was excavated through the ashy fill to expose an area of brick rubble .50’
below the surface of the ash fill (.75 below the surface of the yard.) The surface of the ashy fill
was exposed for another 4’ and a second test pit excavated. At this point, the ashy fill was 1.0’
thick over a surface of brown clay containing a brick and some mortar. This level was not
excavated. The ashy fill surface was exposed to the limit of excavation but time did not permit
additional testing below the ash.

The ashy fill level contained glass, nails, and bone similar to the content of the fill in Test
Trench 1 and 2. The brown clay produced one artifact, a fragment of extremely thin white salt

glazed stoneware ca. 1750-60.

Test Trench 4-N.E. yard:

Before Test Trench 4 could be excavated, it was necessary to clear the rubble from the

N.E. side of the outbuilding foundation. During clearance, a section of brick paving was
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exposed and defined. This feature was part of a brick walk that ran diagonally across the N.E.
yard from the garden entry to the house, turned about a 45° angle at the east corner of the
outbuilding and ran parallel with the outbuilding foundations beneath the rubble. This walk was
picked up on the other side of the rubble pile where it continued past the north corner of the
outbuilding foundation toward the N.W. property line. About 6’ from the inner face of the
garden wall along the N.W. property line, the walk ran under a pile of yellow clay. The clay was
taken back about a foot exposing the ends of several pieces of wood. The brick walk appeared to
run under the wood, the clay heaped on top of it. At this point, the end of the walk was
photographed and the area closed. The fan-shaped terminus of the gutter exposed in Test Trench
1, butted.against the S.W. side of this walk.

Test Trench 4 was placed against the N.E. side of the garden wall at the east corner of the
outbuilding foundation to establish whether the stone wall or its mortar bed exposed in the S.E.
end of the outbuilding interior extended beyond the garden wall into the N.E. yard. This trench
was carried down to the stone foundations of the garden wall with negative results. The soil on
this side of the wall consisted of brown garden loan with some artifacts and a few small
fragments of brick and mortar. The artifact content was randomly distributed throughout the
level and consisted of fragments of white salt glazed stoneware, tin glazed earthenware,
creamware, red earthenware, ironstone, a slate pencil, iron nails, and a brass drawer handle with
a date range of 1750-1850. Probing indicated this soft, relatively clean garden soil continued

below the depth of the trench bottom.

Test Trench 5-N.W. Yard:
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Test Trench 5 was a small test under the bricks in the courtyard to determine the nature of
the ground under the paving. Ashy brown soil with fragments of brick and mortar extended to a
depth of .75” below the surface of the brick paving. The test pit was taken no deeper but the

level continued below the limit of excavation. No artifacts were recovered.

Test Trench 6-S.E. Yard:

Test Trench 6 was designed to serve a dual purpose: to provide a stratigraphic control for
the S.E. yard and locate any sub-surface features related to this side of the house: none were
found. The trench began at what appeared to be a diagonally laid brick walk running from the
south corner of the paved area in front of the cellar entry. For the first 8 the ground to a depth
of 1” was disturbed brown soil containing brick rubble and artifacts dating to the mid-19"
century. Beyond 8’ and continuing down the eastward leg of the trench the soil was soft brown
garden loam containing a few random brick chips and specks of mortar but no artifacts. The
bottom of the trench was probed at 1” intervals and the S.E. yard at 3’ intervals with negative
results. If sub-surface features exist in this area then they lie more than 1.5 below the present

surface.

Test Trench 7:
Test trench 7 was placed at the side of the modern walk to pick up any trace of a possible
walk running from the south corner of the paved area. Results were negative. The soil was soft

brown garden loam with little disturbance and no artifacts.

Test Trench 8:
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Test trench 8 was a small 1° x 17 test under the brick paving in front of the S.E. cellar
entry. Ashy brown fill containing late pearlware of the period 1830-1850 extended from a thin
sand base under the brick to a depth of .70°. The level below which was exposed but not

excavated was disturbed yellow clay containing building rubble.

Test Trench 9:

Test Trench 9 exposed a paved area associated with the S.E. side of the stable. The area
next to the wall is mortared sloping downward into a brick gutter resembling that associated with
the paved courtyard and the features at the N.W. end of the frame outbuilding. The area
immediately adjacent to the gutter is paved in large flat stones. A diagonally laid brick curbing
separates the large stones from an area paved in small stones, cobbles, and brick. The diagonal
approximates the line of the brick paving in Test Trench 1 and 2. The soil was similar to that
noted in Test Trench One and Two. However, the hard ashy fill terminated at the outer edge of
the gutter—the gutter area itself was filled to the surface with soft brown soil. (see Detail

Drawing #2)

Test Trench 10:

Test Trench 10 was placed in the east corner of the stable in order to expose the corner
below grade and pick up any other features associated with the N.E. end of the building. This
trench was closed after clearing the surface due to extensive root disturbance. There was a great
deal of stone and brick rubble in dark brown humic soil. Because of the disturbance, it was

impossible to determine whether this was Jumbled paving or evidence of re-building.
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Conclusions:

The brick courtyard, the frame outbuilding, and the gutter and paving complex in the
N.W. yard were 19" century features. The frame outbuilding was constructed on the site of an
earlier structure parts of which were re-used. This reorganization of the yard was accompanied
by extensive filling at the lower end of the yard with particular attention to the construction of
the drainage system. The paving on the S.E. side of the stable and the paving in Test Trench 2
are contemporary with these features. The hard ash fill higher up in the yard and that covering
the excavated features was placed subsequent to the reorganization of the yard. The
preponderance of ash in this later fill would suggest it was placed after the installation of the coal
furnace. The artifact content retrieved from these test excavations was not sufficient to date the
construction more closely than after 1820. The hard ashy fill dates late 19th-early 20" century.

The Stone foundation wall and cobble paving exposed inside the foundations of the frame
outbuilding were structurally tied into the garden wall and hence related to the period of
construction and occupation of the house by Scott. The area excavated was too small to yield a
comprehensive picture of Scott’s organization and use of the N, W. yard but it did establish two
critical facts: Scott’s organization of the N.W. yard was quite different from that imposed by the
19" century and the change itself was achieved by a process of filling and building over. The
only other areas in which evidence of Scott’s period of occupation were found was in the brown
clay in the second deep test pit in Test Trench Two and mixed with later artifacts in the brown
loamy soil on the N.E. side of the garden wall in Test Trench 4.

The paved area in the S.E. yard in front of the cellar entry is contemporary with the
changes in the N.W. yard. The absence of artifacts, disturbance, and fill in the S.E. yard is

consistent with the period after 1873 when the main house and the small lot at the south corner of
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the original house lot were no longer owned or occupied by the same people. It is not consistent

with the period when part of the outbuilding complex associated with the house was located in

the S.E. yard nor with the patfern of change observed in the N.W. yard. Either evidence of

earlier use is below the level of 1.5” (both probing and excavation) or the pattern of change on

this side of the house involved removal of features and deposit of clean fill rather than

rebuilding.

At no point was evidence found in the ground relating to the period of occupation prior to

Upton Scott’s acquisition of the property.

Recommendations:

1.

Recording of the cellar to complete the set of architectural drawings of the house and
complete a photographic survey of the house inside and out.

Complete documentation of the site including construction of an historical base map for
the block on which the house stands as well as the block on the other side of Shipwright
Street where Scott also owned all the land from the present site of Revell Street to Spa
Creek. Edward Pappenfuss’ three volume study of property development in 18" century
Annapolis contains most of the necessary historical information and only requires
translation into historical base map form and up-dating through the 19™ century. Itis also
necessary to construct an index in chronological sequence of all contemporary references
to the house and all graphic illustrations of it.

Complete excavation of the N.W. yard. This was not only the most productive area
tested but also the property on which the early 18" century developments too place, the

results of excavation in this area would be critical in determining where further work

229



could most productively be carried out. This would involve exposing the entire yard
level by level, recording and removing the 19" century changes to reach the 18" century,
and extensive testing inside the stable. This should take six to eight weeks in the field
with a site supervisor and crew of four. Time allotted for field drawing and artifact
analysis would depend on what is found.

Complete excavations of the S.W. yard, some testing in the cellar of the house, and
extensive testing in the N.E. yard. The decision to completely excavate the S.W. yard
would depend entirely on results from excavations in the N.W. yard. This area could
bear a critical relationship to the period of pre-Scott development and occupation of the
property. Excavation in the N.E. yard would be a necessary prerequisite to garden
restoration. Ideally, church property should be included in any investigations of the N.E.
yard but this is not critical except in the north corner of the original house lot to locate the
original bounds of the property. This should take four to six weeks in the field with site
supervisor, crew of four and staff specialists as required.

Beyond limited testing which could be carried out as part of Recommendation 4,
complete excavation of the S.E. yard is not feasible unless carried over the present
property line to include the small lot created in the south corner of the original house lot.
Whether excavation is undertaken or not, the structure on the neighboring property
should be recorded in both measured drawings and photographs. This could be done in
conjunction with Recommendation 1. Full excavation of the S.E. yard and adjoining
property would require four to six weeks in the field with site supervisor and crew of four

with staff specialists as needed.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Footnotes
Appendix C
Appendix C, Item 7, page 1
1718 Stoddert Survey of Annapolis, ms. Md. Hall of Records 1718 Survey Notebook,
Appendix A-2
Appendix C, Item 8, page 2
Appendix A-1
Appendix A-5
Appendix A-7
According to Scott’s will, his nephew Clotsworthy Birnie inherited his residual estate and
was also named executor. There is no recorded transaction between Birnie and Claude.
Claude was a large landowner in Anne Arundel County. About 1/3 of his deeds and
Grantee were checked with negative results.
H.B.M. notes
Instrument elevations were not taken. These are relative differences computed from a)
measuring the steps up from the cellar b) measuring the difference in the exposed stone
foundation. These elevations are approximate and subject to confirmation by instrument
measurements.
As an interesting sidelight, Scott’s neighbor Charles Carroll sited Carrolton with the
facades oriented to the points of the compass.
An elderly local resident who attended school at the Scott House in 1912 identified this
feature. He also stated that none of the paving exposed in Test Trench 1 and 2 were
exposed during his memory.

Photograph in possession of Mr. and Mrs. Coleman DuPont.
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Appendix A

Brief of Title to the Upton Scott House Lots (Lots 11 and 12 on the Stoddert
Survey of Annapolis)
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Wornell Hunt, Annapolis, Esq.
to
Charles Carroll, Annapolis

Anne Arundel County Deeds
1B-2-303
25 August 1716

364£ 7s.4d. sterling and 132£ 12s.8d. current money in Maryland

...All that tenement and lot of ground wherein sd. Wornell dwelleth #73
...and also all that tenement and lot of ground #66 opposite to the lot
whereon sd. Wornell Dwelleth. ..

Note: the lot numbers were changed by Stoddert in 1718 RCW-2-165
confirms the identification of this with lot #12 according to the
Stoddert survey.
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James Stoddert’s Notebook
ms. Maryland Hall of Records
25 July 1718

folio 8

I have resurveyed for the heirs of Mr. Patrick Ogleby one Lot within the
Citty and Port of Annapolis number 11 lying on the Northeast side of
Shipwright Street beginning at a Locust Post of their own Lott standing in
the line of the aforesaid Street and running with said Street Northeast 148
%’ 10 a Locust Post then Northeast 247 12’ to Locust Post standing in the
line of a Lott belonging to Mr. Thomas Mcnamara then Southeast 148 %’
to a Locust post standing in the line of a lot belonging to Charles Carroll
Esq. it being a corner post of their own lot then with a straight line to
beginning containing 36,504 square feet.

The pages containing Surveys for lots 12. 13. 14. and 15 are missing.
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Charles Carroll, Annapolis, Esq.
to
Margaret Mcnemera

Anne Arundel County Deeds
RCW-2-165
last day of April, 1723

...Margaret Mcnamera charged with 45 in my fathers ledger for a lot in
city where the said Margaret now dwells heretofore bought by Charles
Carroll Esq. father of Charles party to these presents of Wornell Hunt who
brought the same of Patrick Ogleby...

granted to the said Margaret the said Charles right and title in and to the
aforesaid lott lying in the sd. City on Shipwright Street and in the last
survey of the city #12...
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Daniel Davison, Charleston, Mass., skinner and Margaret his wife being
the sole heir and daughter of Patrick Ogleby, late of
Boston, Mass., merchant, dec.

to
Thomas Jenner, Charlestown, Mass.

Anne Arundel County Deeds
RD-3-84

15 November, 1736

135£ sterling money of Great Britan

3 lots lately in the possession of Patrick Ogleby’s # 10, 11, 17

Note: there is no other description of the premises beside the reference to
Stoddert’s Survey
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William Kilburn and Phoebe his wife
to
James Revell in trust for the Sisters of Mercy

Anne Arundel County Deeds
SH-7-496
24 June 1873

...all that lot or parcel of ground with buildings and improvements thereon
erected and being situated on the northeast side of Shipwright Street in the
City of Annapolis which was assigned to Phoebe Claude (who has since
intermarried with said William) subject to the estate of MRS. Elizabeth
Claude therein under and by virtue of certain proceedings in a cause in
equity wherein Dennis Claude and others were complainants and
Hammond Claude and others were defendants in the Circuit Court for
Anne Arundel County. The said Elizabeth Claude having conveyed her
said life estate therein to the sd. Phoebe Kilburn by deed dated November
9, 1872 and recorded SH-7-128...
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Elizabeth Claude of Annapolis, Md., widow
to
Phoebe Kilburn of Chicago, Ill.

Anne Arundel County Deeds
SH-7-128
9 November, 1872

...all that certain piece of parcel of land with improvements thereon
erected on the NorthEast side of Shipwright Street...which was by a return
of the Commissioners appointed to make partition of the real estate
mentioned in the proceedings in the case of Dennis Claude and others vs.
Hammond Claude...April term, 1858...Elizabeth Claude given portion for
life...property described by Commissioners as “the brick dwelling house,
out houses, lots and garden on the northeast side of Shipwright Street...

Note: this transaction did not include the small lot at the south corner of
the original house lot which was devised to Elizabeth Claude
outright and subsequently seized for non-payment of taxes.
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Will of Dr. Upton Scott

Anne Arundel County Probate Records
JG-3-39

March, 1814

...Item To my wife the use and occupation during her lifetime of house
and lots in Annapolis...

The rest of Scott’s estate both real and personal devised to his nephew
Clotsworthy Birnie of Fredrick County, Md. Who was also named
executor of the estate. The Scott House was included in the residual
estate since it was not specifically devised to another party.
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Michael Macnamara, Annapolis, gent.
to
Upton Scott, Annapolis, physican

Anne Arundel County Deeds

BB-2-249

18 June, 1759

50£ sterling

Lot #12 on Shipwright Street

Note: the property was described only by reference to the lot number on

the 1718 Stoddert Survey. No additional bounds or description of
the property was given.
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Hon. Charles Carroll of Carrolton, Esq.
to

Upton Scott, physician

Anne Arundel County Deeds
NH-5-167

10 February, 1790

50£ current money of Maryland

Carroll’s right and interest in Lot #17 on Shipwright Street

241



Charles Carroll, Annapolis, Esq.
to
Upton Scott of Sd. City, physician

Anne Arundel County Deeds
BB-2-780
13 May, 1763

58£ 16s. sterling

...all that part of Lot #11...1ying on Shipwright Street beginning at the
beginning post of lot #12 and running thence with said lot NE 247°6” until
it intersects the NW line of Lot #2 thence binding that lot SE 40°6” still

SE binding on that part of Lot #3 sold by Charles Carroll’s father to
Thomas Macnemara 46°10” to touch the end of a SW course of that part of
Lot #3 sold to Thomas Mcnamera and which SW source includes the brick
meat house mentioned in the said deed then SW 247°6” to Shipwright
Street then with said street to the beginning. ..
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Thomas J. Durall, late Collector of State, County and School Taxes for the
years 1880-1882

to

James Farrell Jr.

Anne Arundel County Deeds
SH-29-217
2 October, 1886

... Whereas a certain Elizabeth Claude, widow was indebted for sundry

State, County, and School taxes for the years 1880, 1881, and 1882 on

certain property in the City of Annapolis (the lot of ground hereby conveyed
being part thereof) which it was the duty of the said Thomas Durall as Collector
to collect... Whereas the time limit for collecting the said taxes was duly extended
by order of the Circuit Court for Anne Arundell County and whereas said Thomas
J. Durall having set up on the premises sold, a statement showing the Aggegrate
of viz. description with which said Elizabeth Claude was accused and on which
taxes were due...a certain house and lot of ground on Shipwright Street in the
City of Annapolis...

29 August, 1885 the house and lot was sold to James Farrell Jr. at public sale for
$200

...beginning about 35’ on the northeast side of Shipwright Street with a depth of
about 78’ and ajoining the property of the Redemptionists and School Sisters of

Notre Dame...and which lot was part of the dower assigned to the said Elizabeth
Claude under certain proceedings on the Equity side of Circuit Court in the Case
of Dennis Claude Jr. vs. Hammond Claude et.al...
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Appendix B

Title of Upton Scotts Properties on the S.W. side of Shipwright Street to
acquisition by Scott.
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Michael Macnamara, Annapolis, gent.
to
Upton Scott, Annapolis, physican

Anne Arundel County Deeds

BB-2-249

18 June, 1759

50£ sterling

Lot #12 on Shipwright Street

Note: the property was described only by reference to the lot number on

the 1718 Stoddert Survey. No additional bounds or description of
the property was given.
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Hon. Charles Carroll of Carrolton, Esq.
to

Upton Scott, physican

Anne Arundel County Deeds
NH-5-167

10 February, 1790

50£ current money of Maryland

Carroll’s right and interest in Lot #17 on Shipwright Street
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Daniel Davison, Charlestown, Mass., skinner and Margaret his wife being
the sole heir and daughter of Patrick Ogleby, late of
Boston, Mass., merchant, dec.

to

Thomas Jenner, Charlestown, Mass.

Anne Arundel County Deeds
RD-3-84

15 November, 1736

135£ sterling money of Great Britan

3 lots lately in the possession of Patrick Ogleby’s #10, 11, 17

Note: there is no other description of the premises beside the reference to
Stoddert’s Survey
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Thomas Bladen, Kingdom of England, Esq. son and heir of William
Bladen, late of Annapolis gent. dec.

to

John Ross, Annapolis, gent.

Anne Arundel County Deeds
BB-1-216

12 August, 1756

10£ 10s. sterling

Lot #16 Stoddert Survey
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John Ross of Annapolis, Gent.
to

Dr. Upton Scott, Annapolis
Anne Arundel County Deeds
BB-2-403

14 November, 1760

Ss.

right title and interest to Lot #16
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John Ross, Esq. and Upton Scott, physican both of Annapolis
to
Charles Carroll of Annapolis, Esq.

Anne Arundel County Deeds
BB-2-779
13 May, 1763

5£ 2s. sterling

...part of lot #16 on the S.W. side of Shipwright Street beginning at a
Locust Post of Charles Carroll’s lot #15 standing in the line of said Street
and running thence S.E. with said street 7°4” to the S.E. gable end of the
brick study or shop now in the occupation of Dr. Scott then S.W. 264’ to
the wharfage then with the wharfage 7°4” to Charles Carrol’s lot with said
lot to first beginning. ..
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Appendix K
Upton Scott Artifact Catalog
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