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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Pittsburgh’s Racial Demographics: Differences and Disparities provides indicators of quality of 
life by race and ethnicity in the Pittsburgh region.  Data are provided for four groups (Whites, 
African Americans, Asians, and Hispanics) and for four geographic areas (city of Pittsburgh, 
Allegheny County, Pittsburgh Metropolitan Statistical Area, and the U.S.). 

The most recent data available for the Pittsburgh area and the nation were used in this report. In 
some instances, however, only data from the 2000 census were available to make comparisons. 
It is also the case that data were not available on all of our topic areas in the same years. It is our 
hope to update this report every three years, particularly if the American Community Survey 
(which is designed to replace the decennial census) produces regular, reliable data by race for 
cities, counties, and regions.

The findings, by section of the report, are:

Families, Youth, and Elderly

•	 The population of the Pittsburgh region is far less diverse than that of the nation primarily 
because the region has small Asian and Hispanic populations.

•	 In the last 20 years the major change in racial and ethnic distribution of the nation’s population 
has been the large increase in the Hispanic share. No major changes occurred in the Pittsburgh 
area.

Source: Appendix 2.1

•	 Whites and African Americans in the Pittsburgh region and in the nation live largely in racially 
segregated communities. This has serious implications for African American communities, 

i

Population Distribution by Race in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny 
County, Pittsburgh MSA, and United States, 2000
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which are often disadvantaged in many quality of life aspects including job and transportation 
access, schools, and public safety.

•	 The percentages of elderly Whites, African Americans, and Hispanics are higher in the region 
than in the nation.

•	 In the city, county, and region, less than a third of African American children are being raised 
in families with both of their parents, compared to more than half of Hispanic children, two-
thirds of White children, and more than four out of five Asian children. Further, the percentage 
of African American two-parent families among African American families with children is 
much lower in the Pittsburgh area than in the nation.

•	 About one-quarter of African American women age 15 and over in the Pittsburgh area are 
married compared to 40-50% of the Whites, half of the Hispanics, and two-thirds of Asian 
women.

•	 Multiracial children make up 2-3.5 percent of children in the Pittsburgh area and 4% of the 
child population in the nation.

Education

•	 The majority of students enrolled in public schools in the city of Pittsburgh are African 
American, whereas the majority of students in Allegheny County, the Pittsburgh MSA, and the 
U.S. are White.

•	 Higher percentages of White than African American students achieved proficiency in reading 
and math in 5th, 8th, and 11th grades in the Pittsburgh School District.

•	 Higher percentages of Whites and Asians than African Americans and Hispanics achieved 
proficiency in reading and math in the nation.

•	 The number of African American girls graduating from high school in Pittsburgh Public Schools 
increased substantially in the last two years.  

•	 In Allegheny County and the nation White women receive a much larger share of bachelor 
degrees conferred than White men, and African American women receive a much larger share 
of bachelor degrees conferred than African American men.

•	 Much higher percentages of African Americans and Hispanics than Whites and Asians have 
less than a high school degree in the Pittsburgh area and the nation.

•	 Much higher percentages of Asians and Hispanics than Whites and African Americans have 
graduate or professional degrees in the Pittsburgh area.

•	 Much higher percentages of Asians in the Pittsburgh area than in the nation have graduate or 
professional degrees, and much higher percentages of Hispanics in the Pittsburgh area than in 
the nation have graduate or professional degrees.

ii
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  Source: Appendix 3.6

Economic Disparities

•	 Whites and Hispanics in the Pittsburgh MSA have higher homeownership rates than Whites 
and Hispanics, respectively, in the nation while African Americans and Asians in the region 
have lower rates than in the nation.

•	 Male and female unemployment rates for Whites, African Americans, and Asians are higher in 
the Pittsburgh MSA than in the nation. Hispanic male unemployment rates are the same in the 
region as in the nation while Hispanic female unemployment rates are lower in the region than 
in the nation.

•	 Asian and Hispanic workers are employed at much higher rates in the Pittsburgh area than in 
the nation in management and professional occupations.

•	 African American workers are employed at much lower rates than the other racial/ethnic 
groups in management and professional occupations in the Pittsburgh area.

•	 The median income of White households in the city of Pittsburgh exceeds that of African 
Americans, Asians, and Hispanics by more than $10,000.  

iii

Percent of Adults Age 25 and Over with a Graduate or Professional 
Degree in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pittsburgh MSA, and the 

United States, 2001-2002
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Source: Appendix 4.1

•	 Asians have the highest median household income in the county, Pittsburgh MSA, and U.S.

•	 Median household income for Hispanics is slightly higher in the Pittsburgh MSA than in the 
nation while it is 16% lower in the region than in the nation for Whites, 32% lower for African 
Americans, and 13% lower for Asians.

•	 Aggregate income in the Pittsburgh MSA is about $46 billion for Whites, $2.5 billion for 
African Americans, $670 million for Asians, and $290 million for Hispanics. 

•	 African American poverty rates are four times White poverty rates in Allegheny County, three 
times White rates in the Pittsburgh MSA and the nation, and 2.5 times White rates in the city 
of Pittsburgh.

•	 African Americans use public transportation to go to work in the Pittsburgh area and the 
nation at higher rates than the other racial/ethnic groups, although all of the groups use public 
transportation to go to work in the Pittsburgh area at higher rates than in the nation.

•	 89% of Whites and 61% of African Americans in the Pittsburgh MSA own a motor vehicle 
compared to 93% of Whites and 76% of African Americans in the nation.

iv

Homeownership Rates by Race and Ethnicity, 2000
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Intergroup Relations

•	 African Americans are highly segregated from Whites in the city of Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh 
MSA while Asians and Hispanics are only moderately segregated from Whites.

•	 Small proportions of Allegheny County residents (6% of African Americans and 4% of Whites) 
see race relations as a serious problem in their neighborhood. About half of the county’s African 
American residents and one-fifth of its White residents believe that race relations is a severe 
problem in the region and nation.

•	 African Americans much more than Whites in the county feel that African Americans are 
treated less fairly at work, on public transportation, by police, and in stores/malls, restaurants, 
bars, and theaters.

•	 About half of the county’s African American population report being victims of unfair treatment 
or discrimination in a store within the last six months, one-third report being victims of unfair 
treatment or discrimination by the police and in a restaurant, bar, or theater, one-fifth report 
being victims at work, and 6% report being victims on public transportation.

•	 85% of Whites but only 46% of African Americans in the county believe that citizens of all 
races in their communities are being treated in a fair and equitable manner by police.

•	 One in three African Americans (32%) in the county believes that he or she has been treated 
unfairly for reasons other than race.

•	 African Americans in the county are 3.5 times more likely than Whites (49% vs. 14%) to know 
someone who was treated unfairly or discriminated against in the last six months because he 
or she is African American.

•	 African Americans in the county are more likely than White residents (42% vs. 30%) to know 
someone who was discriminated against for reasons other than race.

Mental Health

•	 The African American rate of serious mental illness in Allegheny County is substantially higher 
than the White rate in the county and the national African American rate.

•	 African American men in Allegheny County have a higher rate of serious mental illness than 
African American women and White men and women.

•	 Whites in Allegheny County with household incomes of $25,000 or less a year have a higher rate 
of serious mental illness than Whites with incomes of more than $25,000. African Americans 
in the county with incomes of $25,000 or less per year have a higher rate of serious mental 
illness than Whites at the same income level.

v
Pittsburgh’s Racial Demographics: Differences And Disparities	 © 2007 University of Pittsburgh

Executive Summary



•	 African Americans in Allegheny County with a high school diploma or less and those with 
some college have higher serious mental illness rates than Whites with the same education. 

•	 About equal numbers of White and African American city of Pittsburgh residents are mental 
health and drug abuse clients of the Allegheny County Department of Human Services each 
year. White clients greatly outnumber African American clients in Allegheny County.

Source: Appendix 6.1 and Ravi Sharma (Graduate School of Public Health, University of Pittsburgh) and Joan
Epstein, Peggy Barker, Michael Vorburger, and Christine Murtha. 2002. Serious Mental Illness and Its Co-
Occurrence with Substance Use Disorders. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.

Criminal Justice

•	 The majority of juveniles and adults arrested in the city of Pittsburgh are African American 
while the majority of juveniles and adults arrested in Allegheny County, the Pittsburgh MSA, 
and the nation are White.

•	 African American arrest rates for juveniles and adults are 2-4 times White rates in the Pittsburgh 
area.

vi
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•	 The majority of juveniles arrested for violent crimes in the Pittsburgh area are African 
American and the majority of adults arrested for violent crime in the city and county are 
African American. The majority of juveniles arrested for violent crime in the nation and the 
majority of adults arrested for violent crime in the Pittsburgh MSA and the nation are White.

•	 African American arrest rates for violent crime among juveniles and adults in the Pittsburgh 
area are 7-20 times White rates while African American rates are three times White rates in the 
nation.

•	 All seven of the juveniles arrested for murder and non-negligent manslaughter in the Pittsburgh 
area in 2004 were African Americans from the city of Pittsburgh.

•	 The majority of African American adult murder and non-negligent manslaughter arrests in the 
region are in the city of Pittsburgh while the majority of White adult murder and non-negligent 
arrests in the region are outside Allegheny County.

•	 The majority of juveniles arrested for property crime in the city of Pittsburgh and Allegheny 
County and the majority of adults arrested for property crime in the city are African American. 
The majority of juveniles arrested for property crime in the Pittsburgh MSA and nation and the 
majority of adults arrested for property crime in the county, Pittsburgh MSA, and the nation 
are White.

•	 African American arrest rates among juveniles and adults for property crime are 3-4.5 times 
White arrest rates in the Pittsburgh area and 1.5-3 times White arrest rates in the nation.

•	 African American arrest rates for drug abuse among juveniles and among adults are higher 
than arrest rates for Whites, Asians, and Hispanics in the Pittsburgh area.

•	 In the Pittsburgh area in 2004, six African American juveniles were murdered in the city of 
Pittsburgh, three were murdered in Allegheny County but outside the city, and three White 
juveniles were murdered in the region but outside of Allegheny County.

•	 Among adult murder victims in the Pittsburgh MSA in 2004, 60 were African American, 31 
were White, and one was Hispanic.

vii
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Notes: White and African American data may include Hispanics. U.S. data are from 2002. U.S. data are not
available for Hispanics.
Source: Appendix 7.1-7.8
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Number of Juveniles Age 17 and Under Arrested Per 100,000 
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SECTION 1. 
INTRODUCTION 

Race and ethnicity affect almost every aspect of American society, and their importance is likely 
to increase as the share of people of color in our society increases.  At present, people of color 
account for 33% of the U.S. population and by 2059 this share is expected to increase to 50%.  

However, accurate and up-to-date socioeconomic data about racial and ethnic groups in the Pittsburgh 
region and the nation are not always accessible to policymakers, practitioners, researchers, and 
members of the community.  If data were readily available, many people could have a better 
understanding of the positive conditions and the problems different racial and ethnic groups face 
and therefore could provide better strategies for improving conditions.  
  
Pittsburgh’s Racial Demographics: Differences and Disparities presents the most up-to-date data 
on the social and economic status of racial and ethnic groups in four geographic regions: city of 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pittsburgh Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA), and the United 
States.  This is the first in a series of chartbooks prepared by the University of Pittsburgh’s Center 
on Race and Social Problems, which is part of the School of Social Work.  It is our hope that this 
book will promote greater racial and ethnic equality in the Pittsburgh region and the U.S.

The report is divided into six sections: Families, Youth, and Elderly; Education; Economic 
Disparities; Intergroup Relations; Mental Health; and Criminal Justice.  We selected these categories 
to provide a broad picture of the social and economic conditions facing racial and ethnic groups 
in the Pittsburgh area.  Each section provides key indicators of well-being for four racial groups: 
Whites, African Americans, Asians, and Hispanics.  

The most recent data available for the Pittsburgh area and the nation were used in this report. In 
some instances, however, only data from the 2000 census were available to make comparisons. It 
is also the case that data were not available on all of our topic areas in the same years. It is our hope 
to update this report every three years, particularly if the American Community Survey (which 
is designed to replace the decennial census) produces regular, reliable data by race for cities, 
counties, and regions.
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SECTION 2. 
FAMILIES, YOUTH, AND ELDERLY

In this section we summarize recent data on demographic characteristics of the population in the 
Pittsburgh area and the United States. Specifically, we examine:

•	 Geographic distribution of African Americans
•	 Racial and ethnic distribution of the population
•	 Racial and ethnic distribution of the population, trends 1980-2000
•	 Age distribution
•	 Family types
•	 Marital status
•	 Multiracial children

America has become increasingly diverse in recent decades.  In fact, over the past 30 years, the 
non-Hispanic White population has declined from more than 80 percent of the population to 67 
percent, Hispanics have surpassed African Americans as the nation’s largest racial/ethnic minority 
group, and Asians have become the nation’s fastest growing racial/ethnic group. The racial and 
ethnic distribution of the 300 million people in America in 2006 is:

•	 67% non-Hispanic White
•	 15% Hispanic
•	 12% African American, non-Hispanic
•	 4% Asian American and Pacific Islander, non-Hispanic
•	 2% Other

Further, it is projected that by 2059 people of color will outnumber non-Hispanic Whites in the 
nation (U.S. Census Bureau, 2000).
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Section 3. Educaton
Geographic Distribution of African Americans

In the Pittsburgh region as well as nationwide, Americans tend to live in racially segregated 
communities. Compared to predominantly White communities, the region’s African American 
communities are often disadvantaged in many quality of life aspects including job and transportation 
access, schools, and public safety. Appendices 1.1-1.3 map the geographic distribution of African 
Americans in the city of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, and the Pittsburgh MSA.

•	 Appendix 1.1 shows that African Americans are concentrated in six main areas of the city of 
Pittsburgh – the northeast belt from Garfield to Homewood and East Hills; the Hill district; the 
northwest belt from Manchester to Northview; Glen Hazel; Beltzhoover; and Fairywood. 

•	 At the county level, African Americans are concentrated in just a few areas. The largest 
concentration is in Penn Hills (Appendix 1.2).  

•	 Similarly in the Pittsburgh MSA, African Americans are not well dispersed. They are more 
heavily concentrated in Allegheny County than in any of the other counties which make up the 
MSA (Appendix 1.3).
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Racial and Ethnic Distribution of the Population

The Pittsburgh region is far less diverse than the nation, primarily because the region lacks a large 
Hispanic population.  As shown in Figure 2.1, the region is comprised primarily of Whites and 
African Americans, with relatively small Hispanic and Asian populations.

Figure 2.1. Population Distribution by Race in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny 
County, Pittsburgh MSA, and United States, 2000
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Source: Appendix 2.1

•	 Whites make up the majority of the population in the Pittsburgh area, followed by African 
Americans, Asians, and Hispanics.  However, Hispanics outnumber both African Americans 
and Asians in the nation.

•	 The percentage of African Americans in the city is more than double the percentage in the 
county, the Pittsburgh MSA, and the nation.

•	 Because the Pittsburgh area has such small minority populations, it has an unusually large 
White population. In fact, among all United States’ counties with populations of one million 
or more, Allegheny County has the highest percentage (82.9%) of non-Hispanic Whites.(U,S, 
Census Bureau, 2005). Further, among all metropolitan areas with populations of one million 
or more, the Pittsburgh MSA has the highest percentage (89.5%) of non-Hispanic Whites 
(American Demographics, 2002).
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Racial and Ethnic Distribution of the Population, Trends 1980 – 2000
  

Figure 2.2a. Trends in Population Distribution by Race and Geographic Region for 
Whites and African Americans, 1980, 1990 and 2000
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Source: Appendix 2.2
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Racial and Ethnic Distribution of the Population, Trends 1980 – 2000 continued

Figure 2.2b. Trends in Population Distribution by Race and Geographic Region for Asians and 
Hispanics, 1980, 1990, and 2000
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•	 The percentage of Whites in the population decreased whereas the percentages of African 

Americans, Asians, and Hispanics increased in each of the geographic areas from 1980 to 
2000. 

•	 The share of Hispanics in the nation’s population grew rapidly in the last two decades while the 
share of Whites declined rapidly. 

•	 The Asian population in the city and the nation increased substantially while there were smaller 
increases in the county and region.
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Age Distribution

The age distribution of a population can have immense implications for the types of education and 
other services needed. Age distribution tends to vary greatly by race/ethnicity and geographic area. 
Higher percentages of Whites, African Americans, and Hispanics are elderly in the region than in 
the nation.

Figure 2.3. Population Distribution by Race and Age in the City of Pittsburgh, 2000
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 Source: Appendix 2.1

Figure 2.4. Population Distribution by Race and Age in Allegheny County, 2000
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Age Distribution continued

Figure 2.5. Population Distribution by Race and Age in the Pittsburgh MSA, 2000
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 Source: Appendix 2.1

Figure 2.6. Population Distribution by Race and Age in the United States, 2000
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Age Distribution continued

•	 In the city of Pittsburgh about one-third of the African American population is under age 
18, whereas in the county, Pittsburgh region, and the nation about one-third of the African 
American population and one-third of the Hispanic population are under age 18. The relative 
youthfulness of the African American and Hispanic populations has important implications for 
educational, recreational, and other youth-related programs and services.

•	 As a share of their total population, Asians in the city, county, region, and nation have the 
largest working-age population of any of the racial/ethnic groups. College students are counted 
in this age group, which could account for part of the high share.

•	 As a share of their total population, Whites in the city, county, region, and nation have 
the largest elderly population of any of the racial/ethnic groups. In fact, the White elderly 
population in the city is larger than the White youth population.  The relatively large number 
of White elderly suggests that aging-related social programs might be an important area for 
consideration among policy makers and service providers.

•	 In the nation, Hispanics have the highest share of youth and smallest share of elderly.
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Families With Children

Family type can have a large effect on children. Specifically, two-parent families tend to have 
more economic and non-economic resources to care for children than single-parent families.  The 
distribution of family types among families with children under age 18 varies greatly among racial 
and ethnic groups in the U.S.

	

Figure 2.7.  Percent Married Couple Families Among Each Race's Families with 
Children Under Age 18 in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, the Pittsburgh 

MSA, and the U.S., 2000
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•	 In the city, county, and region, less than a third of African American families with children are 
married couple families compared to more than half of Hispanic families, two-thirds of White 
families, and more than four out of five Asian families with children.

•	 In the Pittsburgh area as well as in the nation, Asians consistently have the highest percentage 
of married couple families among families with children under age 18, and African Americans 
have the lowest percentage.

•	 The percentage of White two-parent families is about the same in the county (76%), MSA 
(77%), and the U.S. (76%).  However, the percentage of White two-parent families in the city 
(67%) is noticeably lower.

•	 The percentage of African American two-parent families in the Pittsburgh area is much lower 
than in the nation.
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Families With Children continued

Figure 2.8. Percent Single Female-Headed Families Among Each Racial/Ethnic 
Group's Families with Children Under Age 18 in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny 

County, the Pittsburgh MSA and the U.S., 2000
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•	 The majority of African American families with children under age 18 are single female-
headed in the Pittsburgh area and the nation.

•	 Asian families with children under age 18 have the lowest rates of single female-headed 
families in the Pittsburgh area and the nation. 

•	 The percentages of single female-headed White, African American, and Hispanic families with 
children under age 18 are higher in the city than in the county, region, and nation.

•	 The nation has a higher percentage of Asian single female-headed families than the Pittsburgh 
area.
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Families With Children continued

Figure 2.9. Percent Single Male-Headed Families Among Each Racial/Ethnic 
Group's Families with Children Under Age 18 in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny 

County, Pittsburgh MSA, and the U.S., 2000
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Source: Appendix 2.3

•	 In each geographic area, only a small percentage of White, African American, Asian and 
Hispanic families with children under age 18 are single male-headed.

•	 African Americans and Hispanics in the Pittsburgh area and the nation have a higher percentage 
of single male-headed families among families with children under age 18 than do Whites and 
Asians. Asians have the smallest percentage of single male-headed families.

•	 The percentages of White, African American, Asian, and Hispanic single male-headed families 
in the Pittsburgh area are similar to those in the nation.
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Marital Status

Marital status can affect an individual’s emotional and economic well-being.  It can also have 
an impact on the health of and educational outcomes for children and can be used to determine 
eligibility for some social services. In the nation as well as the Pittsburgh area, the percentage of 
married people varies among different racial and ethnic groups. 

Figure 2.10. Percent Now Married Among Women Age 15 and Older by 
Race/Ethnicity in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, the Pittsburgh MSA, 

and the United States, 2000
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Source:  Appendix 2.4-2.7

•	 Asian females in each geographic area are married at higher rates than women in other racial 
and ethnic groups.  About two-thirds of Asian women age 15 and over in the Pittsburgh MSA 
are married.

•	 African American women have the lowest marriage rate in the Pittsburgh area and the nation. 
Less than one-quarter of African American women age 15 and over in the city of Pittsburgh are 
married.

•	 Whites, African Americans, and Hispanics have lower marriage rates in the Pittsburgh area 
than in the nation.
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Marital Status continued

Figure 2.11. Percent Never Married for Women Age 15 and Older by Race/Ethnicity 
in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, the Pittsburgh MSA, and the United 

States, 2000
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Source: Appendix 2.4-2.7  

•	 White females have lower ‘never married’ percentages than other racial and ethnic groups in 
each of the four geographic areas.

•	 Of all the racial and ethnic groups in the county, the Pittsburgh MSA and the U.S., African 
Americans have the highest percentage of women who have ‘never married.  However in the 
city, African Americans, Asians, and Hispanics have similar percentages of women who were 
never married. 

•	 The percentage of White women in the city who were never married is noticeably higher than 
in the county, the Pittsburgh MSA, and the U.S.

•	 The Pittsburgh area has higher shares of White, African American, Asian and Hispanic women 
who were never married than does the nation.
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Marital Status continued

Figure 2.12. Percent Now Married Among Men Age 15 and Older by Race/Ethnicity 
in the City of Pittsburgh City, Allegheny County, the Pittsburgh MSA, and the 

United States, 2000
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 Source: Appendix 2.4-2.7

•	 White men are more likely to be married than African American, Asian, and Hispanic men in 
the city, county, the Pittsburgh MSA, and the U.S.

•	 The majority of White men in the county, the Pittsburgh MSA, and the nation are married. 
However, White men in the city are married at noticeably lower rates than those in the county, 
the Pittsburgh MSA, and the U.S.

•	 The majority of African American men in all four geographic areas are not married.

•	 Although only about one-third of Hispanic men in the city are married, in the nation over half 
of them are married.
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Marital Status continued

Figure 2.13. Percent Never Married for Men Age 15 and Older by Race/Ethnicity in 
the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, the Pittsburgh MSA, and the United 

States, 2000
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•	 White males have lower ‘never married’ rates than African American, Asian, and Hispanic 
males in the city, county, Pittsburgh MSA, and nation. 

•	 White men in the city of Pittsburgh are more likely to be never married than White men in the 
county, Pittsburgh MSA, and nation.

•	 The percentage of African American men who have never been married is roughly comparable 
across the geographic areas.

•	 Asians and Hispanics in the city have the highest percentages of never married men while 
African Americans, Asians, and Hispanics have the highest rates in the county, Pittsburgh 
MSA and nation.
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Multiracial Children

Although we have no data on interracial marriage for the Pittsburgh area, a proxy indicator is 
multiracial children as a percent of all children. The percentage of multiracial children in the 
population can be viewed as an indicator of its racial and ethnic diversity.  It may also suggest how 
tolerant people of different races are of each other and the prevalence of interracial marriage.  In 
the U.S., multiracial children make up about 4% of the child population.

Figure 2.14. Percent Multiracial Children Among Total Children in the City of 
Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, the Pittsburgh MSA and the United States, 2000
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•	 Multiracial children make up 3.5% of all children in the city of Pittsburgh, 2.4% in Allegheny 
County, and 2.1% in the Pittsburgh MSA.

•	 The share of multiracial children in the nation (4.1%) is higher than in the region.  This is to be 
expected as Whites are a much higher share and non-Whites are a much smaller share of the 
total population in the Pittsburgh area than in the U.S.
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SECTION 3. 
EDUCATION

Educational attainment is critical for economic opportunities and quality of life.  Higher levels of 
education tend to correspond with better employment, increased income, greater wealth, improved 
health, and lower rates of poverty.

In this section we present data on racial and ethnic disparities in education in the Pittsburgh area 
and the nation. The topics covered are: 

	
•	 Public elementary and secondary school enrollment
•	 Reading and math skills
•	 High school diploma recipients
•	 Bachelor degrees conferred
•	 Education attainment
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Public Elementary and Secondary School Enrollment

Public school enrollment reflects racial and ethnic diversity among the youth population and racial 
and ethnic differences in access to schools.
  

Figure 3.1. Distribution of Public Pre K-12 Enrollment by Race and Ethnicity, 2003-04
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 Source: Appendix 3.1

•	 The majority of students enrolled in public schools in the city of Pittsburgh are African 
American, whereas the majority of students in Allegheny County, the Pittsburgh MSA, and the 
U.S. are White. 

•	 The highest percentage of White enrollment in public pre-kindergarten to grade 12 is in the 
Pittsburgh MSA (85%) while the lowest percentage is in the city (39%).  

•	 Asians and Hispanics each comprise 2% or less of students enrolled in the Pittsburgh area but 
have substantially higher shares of enrollment in the nation.
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Reading and Math Skills 

Reading and math are basic skills required to function in American society.  Performance on 
standardized reading and math tests is often used to indicate academic ability and achievement.  
Academic ability and achievement are key predictors of future social and economic mobility.  

Figure 3.2. Percent Proficient and Above in Reading by Grade and Race, Pittsburgh 
School District, 2003-04

61

74

33

44

33

63

0

20

40

60

80

100

5th Grade 8th Grade 11th Grade

  
P

e
rc

e
n
t

White African American

Source: Appendix 3.2
Note: Asian and Hispanic data are not available.

•	 Recent data from Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) tests reveal that 
significantly higher percentages of White students than African American students in 5th, 8th 
and 11th grades achieved proficiency in reading.

•	 Among White students, a higher percentage scored at the level proficient or above in 8th grade 
(74%) than in grades 5 (61%) or 11 (63%).

•	 Similarly, a higher percentage of African American 8th graders (44%) than 5th (33%) or 11th 
graders (33%) achieved or exceeded proficiency in reading.  
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Reading and Math Skills continued

Figure 3.3. Percent Proficient and Above in Math by Grade and Race, Pittsburgh 
School District, 2003-2004
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Note: Asian and Hispanic data are not available.

•	 Consistent with the data on reading, PSSA data also show that substantially larger percentages 
of White students than African American students score at or above the proficient level in 
math. White 5th (63%) and 8th graders (61%) achieved proficient and above math scores at 
higher rates than White 11th graders (52%).

•	 Among African American students, fewer than one third of 5th graders (29%) and only about 
a quarter of 8th (26%) and one-fifth of 11th graders (20%) achieved proficiency and above in 
math. 
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Reading and Math Skills continued

Figure 3.4. Percent Proficient or Above in Reading by Grade and Race, United 
States, 2005
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•	 A different test is used in the U.S. than in Pennsylvania to assess basic skills proficiency.  
Nationally, White and Asian 4th and 8th graders consistently score higher than African American 
and Hispanic students in reading.  

•	 White students in grade 4 performed similarly to White students in grade 8: 41% of White 4th 
graders and 39% of White 8th graders scored proficient or above in reading.

•	 Among African Americans, just 13% of 4th graders and 12% of 8th graders scored at the proficient 
or advanced level in reading. 

•	 Asian 4th and 8th graders had levels of achievement in reading comparable to those of White 
students.

•	 Among Hispanic students, only 16% of 4th graders and 15% of 8th graders performed at or 
above a proficient level in reading.
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Reading and Math Skills continued

Figure 3.5. Percent Proficient or Above in Math by Grade and Race, United States, 
2005 
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Source: Appendix 3.3

•	 Across the nation, approximately half or fewer of American young people achieved or exceeded 
proficiency in math.

•	 The percentage of students who achieved proficiency in math is highest among Asian students, 
somewhat lower among White students, substantially lower among Hispanic students, and 
lowest among African American students.

•	 Within the racial/ethnic groups, higher percentages of 4th graders than 8th graders scored at the 
proficient level or above in math.  
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High School Diploma Recipients

Higher education institutions and most jobs require a high school degree. Students who do not 
graduate from high school are likely to have serious social and economic problems.   In addition, 
a well-educated population is crucial for a competitive and productive workforce.

 

Figure 3.6. High School Diploma Recipients, Pittsburgh School District
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Source: Appendix 3.4
Note: Asian and Hispanic data are not available.
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•	 Figure 3.6 shows trends in the number of students by race and gender in the Pittsburgh Public 
Schools who received high school diplomas.  Consistent with the loss of residents in the city 
of Pittsburgh, the data indicate that the number of White and African American high school 
diploma recipients was lower in 2003-04 than five years earlier. The biggest drop was among 
White females. In 1998-99, 602 White females graduated from high school compared to 485 
in 2003-04. 

•	 Despite the fact that the majority of students enrolled in Pittsburgh Public Schools are African 
American, the majority of high school diplomas are awarded to Whites.

•	 The number of African American girls graduating from high school increased substantially 
from 482 in 2002-03 to 546 in 2003-04.

•	 Over the past five years, the number of African American men in Allegheny County who 
received high school diplomas has been much lower than the number of African American 
women, White men, or White women.
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High School Diploma Recipients continued

Figure 3.7. Allegheny County Diploma Recipients
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•	 The number of White male and female and African American female students who graduated 
from high school in Allegheny County increased slightly in recent years.
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High School Diploma Recipients continued

Figure 3.8. Pittsburgh MSA High School Diploma Recipients
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Source: Appendix 3.4

•	 Consistent with the findings for the county, many more White students graduate from high 
school than African American, Asian and Hispanic students in the Pittsburgh MSA.

•	 The number of White male and female, public and private high school diploma recipients 
increased in the Pittsburgh MSA in recent years. More White men graduate each year in the 
region than White women.

•	 The number of African American male and female diploma recipients slightly declined or 
remained steady in the Pittsburgh MSA.  More African American women than men graduate 
each year in the region.

2828
Pittsburgh’s Racial Demographics: Differences And Disparities	 © 2007 University of Pittsburgh

Section 3. Education



High School Diploma Recipients continued

Figure 3.9. United States High School Diploma Recipients

0

200,000

400,000

600,000

800,000

1,000,000

1998-1999 1999-2000 2000-2001 2001-2002

Academic Year

D
ip

lo
m

a
 R

e
ci

p
ie

n
ts

White Male White Female African American Male
African American Female Asian Male Asian Female
Hispanic Male Hispanic Female

Source: Appendix 3.4

•	 In recent years the number of Whites and African Americans who received high school diplomas 
in the nation has increased significantly.

•	 The number of Asians and Hispanics receiving high school diplomas increased in recent 
years.
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Bachelor’s Degrees Conferred

College graduates have much better economic outcomes, on average, than people without a college 
degree. For example, college graduates generally have higher incomes, greater amounts of wealth, 
and lower rates of poverty and unemployment. 

In the United States, about 1.3 million bachelor degrees are awarded each year (Appendix 3.5). 
Because of the large number of colleges and universities in the Pittsburgh area, a relatively large 
number of four-year college degrees are awarded in the region (about 15,000 annually in Allegheny 
County).   

	

Figure 3.10. Male Shares of Bachelor Degrees Awarded by Race in Allegheny 
County and the United States, 2001-2002
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•	 White men receive a high percentage of the bachelor’s degrees awarded in both the county and 
the U.S. In the county each year, White men receive 34% of the degrees awarded, while African 
American men receive 2%, Asian men 3%, and Hispanic men 1%. The nation’s percentages 
are similar. 
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Bachelor’s Degrees Conferred continued

Figure 3.11. Female Shares of Bachelor Degrees Awarded by Race in Allegheny 
County and the United States, 2002
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Source: Appendix 3.5

•	 White women receive many more bachelor’s degrees than African American, Asian, and 
Hispanic women in the county and the U.S.

•	 African American women receive a higher percentage of bachelor’s degrees than Asian and 
Hispanic women in the county and the U.S.
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Educational Attainment 

A high school degree is often necessary for even low-paying jobs. Higher levels of education are 
usually associated with higher incomes, higher standards of living, and above average health.  In 
the U.S. educational attainment has increased for all major racial and ethnic groups over the last 
several decades.  In addition, the educational attainment gap between races is decreasing. 

Figure 3.12. Percent of Adults 25 and Over with Less than High School Degree by 
Race and Ethnicity in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, the Pittsburgh 

MSA, and the United States, 2001-2002 
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Source: Appendix 3.6

•	 African Americans and Hispanics across the Pittsburgh region and the U.S. are more likely 
than Whites and Asians to have less than a high school degree.

•	 African Americans in the city and nation are more likely to have less than a high school degree 
than African Americans in the county and the Pittsburgh MSA.

•	 African Americans in the Pittsburgh area have lower rates of not having a high school degree 
than African Americans in the nation.

•	 Whites in the city of Pittsburgh have a higher rate of not having a high school degree than 
Whites in the nation. 
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Educational Attainment continued

Figure 3.13. Percent of Adults Age 25 and Over with Only a High School Degree by 
Race and Ethnicity in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pittsburgh MSA, 

and the United States, 2001-2002
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Source: Appendix 3.6

•	 Whites, followed closely by African Americans, are more likely to have only a high school 
degree. Meanwhile, Asians are less likely than any other racial/ethnic group to have only a high 
school degree.

•	 The percentage of Whites with only a high school degree is higher in the Pittsburgh area than 
in the nation.

•	 The percentage of African Americans with only a high school degree is higher in the Pittsburgh 
area than in the nation.

•	 Asians in the nation are more than twice as likely as Asians in the Pittsburgh area to have only 
a high school degree.
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Educational Attainment continued

Figure 3.14. Percent of Adults Age 25 and Over with Some College, No Degree, by 
Race and Ethnicity in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pittsburgh MSA, 

and the United States, 2001-2002
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•	 In all of the geographic areas, higher shares of African Americans than Whites, Asians and 
Hispanics have some college, but no degree.  Of all the races, Asians are the least likely to have 
some college and no degree.

•	 The percentage of Whites with some college, no degree in the U.S. is slightly higher than in 
the region.

•	 African Americans across the four geographic areas are equally likely to have some college, 
no degree.

•	 Asians in the U.S. are more than twice as likely as Asians in the Pittsburgh area to have some 
college, no degree. 

•	 Hispanics across the four geographic areas are about equally likely to have some college, no 
degree.
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Educational Attainment continued

Figure 3.15. Percent of Adults Age 25 and Over with Associate Degree Only by 
Race and Ethnicity in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pittsburgh MSA, 

and the United States, 2001-2002 
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 Source: Appendix 3.6

•	 A small share of all adults age 25 and over has only an associate degree. However, in the 
city, county and the Pittsburgh MSA, a slightly higher percentage of African American adults 
compared to other racial/ethnic groups has only an associate degree.

•	 In the city, county and the MSA, Asians have the smallest percentage of adults age 25 and over 
with only an associate degree. The percentage of Asians in the Pittsburgh area with associate 
degrees is slightly lower that the percent of Asians in the nation with associate degrees. 
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Educational Attainment continued

Figure 3.16. Percent of Adults Age 25 and Over with Bachelor's Degree Only by 
Race and Ethnicity in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pittsburgh MSA, 

and the United States, 2001-2002
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Source: Appendix 3.6

•	 Across all of the geographic areas, Asians have the highest percentage of adults age 25 and 
above whose highest educational attainment is a bachelor’s degree. 

•	 Interestingly, in the Pittsburgh region, the percentage of Hispanics age 25 and above with only 
a college degree is as high or higher than the percentage of Whites in the region with only a 
college degree.

•	 African Americans in all geographic areas, except the U.S., have the smallest percentage of 
adults with only a bachelor’s degree.

•	 The share of Whites possessing only a bachelor’s degree is slightly lower in the city (15%) 
than in Allegheny County (20%), Pittsburgh MSA (16%), and the U.S. (17%).
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Educational Attainment continued

Figure 3.17. Percent of Adults Age 25 and Over with a Graduate or Professional 
Degree in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pittsburgh MSA, and the 

United States, 2001-2002
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Source: Appendix 3.6

•	 In the Pittsburgh region, Asian and Hispanic adults are much more likely than White or African 
American adults to have earned a graduate or professional degree. 

 
•	 Asians in the Pittsburgh area are much more highly educated than Asians in the U.S. 

•	 Among the racial and ethnic groups, African Americans have the lowest percentage of adults 
age 25 and over with graduate or professional degrees in the city, county, and the Pittsburgh 
MSA.  In the U.S. the percentage of African Americans with graduate and professional degrees 
is similar to that of Hispanics. 

•	 The percentage of Whites age 25 and over with a graduate or professional degree in the city 
(14%) is slightly higher than that of Whites in the county (12%), the Pittsburgh MSA (9%), and 
the United States (10%).
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SECTION 4. 
ECONOMIC DISPARITIES

Employment, income, and the accumulation of wealth are critical for quality of life.  Substantial 
racial disparities in key economic indicators and predictors of life quality continue to be a serious 
problem for the Pittsburgh area and the nation. This section summarizes recent data on:

•	 Homeownership
•	 Unemployment
•	 Occupations
•	 Income
•	 Poverty
•	 Transportation
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Homeownership

Homeownership is an essential part of the “American Dream”. Homeownership provides 
many benefits to families, children, and communities. These benefits include wealth building, 
tax reductions, a source of equity for education and other major expenses, a stable residential 
population, and greater neighborhood safety. Although the number of minorities owning homes has 
increased over the years, the nation is still far from achieving racial parity in homeownership.

Figure 4.1. Homeownership Rates by Race and Ethnicity, 2000
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•	 Homeownership is lower in the city of Pittsburgh than in the other geographic areas for all of 
the racial and ethnic groups.  

•	 Whites are significantly more likely than African Americans, Asians, or Hispanics to own their 
homes across all of the geographic areas.  

•	 In the Pittsburgh region, Asians have the lowest homeownership rates in the city, county, and 
the Pittsburgh MSA.  Only in the U.S. does the percentage of Asians owning homes exceed 
that of African Americans and Hispanics.
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Unemployment 

Employment typically provides income, health and retirement benefits, and a sense of stability, 
satisfaction, and purpose. A lack of employment can result in serious financial, physical, and 
mental strain on individuals, families, and communities. Unemployment rates show the extent to 
which adults who are seeking work are not able to find it. In the Pittsburgh region and in the nation 
as a whole there are striking racial disparities in rates of unemployment.

Figure 4.2. Unemployment Rates for Men Age 16 and Over by Race and Ethnicity, 
2000
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Source: Appendix 4.2

•	 Within each of the racial/ethnic groups, male unemployment rates are higher in the city of 
Pittsburgh than in the county, the MSA, and the nation.  

•	 In the city of Pittsburgh, African American, Asian, and Hispanic men are twice as likely as 
White men to be unemployed.  

•	 African American men have higher unemployment rates than men in the other major racial 
and ethnic groups. In fact, in the Pittsburgh area and the nation the African American male 
unemployment rate is two to three times the White male unemployment rate.
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Unemployment continued

Figure 4.3. Unemployment Rates for Women Age 16 and Over by Race and 
Ethnicity, 2000
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Source: Appendix 4.3

•	 Unemployment rates for White, African American, and Asian women are higher in the city of 
Pittsburgh than in the county, MSA, or nation.

•	 Across the four geographic areas, White female unemployment rates are lower than those of 
other women. African American and Asian women have higher unemployment rates than White 
and Hispanic women in the city, county and the Pittsburgh MSA. In fact, African American 
female unemployment rates are often more than twice White female rates. 

•	 Unlike the rates for women in the other racial groups, unemployment rates for Hispanic women 
in the Pittsburgh region are below the national average.

4242
Pittsburgh’s Racial Demographics: Differences And Disparities	 © 2007 University of Pittsburgh

Section 4. Economic Disparities



Occupations

The occupations of employed workers affect the quality of their jobs, particularly wages, salary, and 
fringe benefits.  Most Americans are employed in five categories: management/professional, service, 
sales/office, construction/maintenance, and production/transportation.  In general, management 
and professional positions offer higher salaries, better benefits, less physically strenuous work, and 
more favorable work environments than other jobs.

Figure 4.4. Occupations of Employed Civilian Population Age 16 and Over by Race 
and Ethnicity in the City of Pittsburgh, 2000
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Figure 4.5. Occupations of Employed Civilian Population Age 16 and Over by Race 
and Ethnicity in Allegheny County, 2000
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Figure 4.6. Occupations of Employed Civilian Population Age 16 and Over by Race 
and Ethnicity in the Pittsburgh MSA, 2000
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•	 The largest proportions of White, Asian, and Hispanic workers are employed in management 
and professional positions in the city, county, and the Pittsburgh MSA, and African 
Americans are distributed almost equally across management and professional, service, and 
sales/office positions.

44

Figure 4.7. Occupations of Employed Civilian Population Age 16 and Over by Race 
and Ethnicity in the United States, 2000
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•	 Asians, much more than the other racial/ethnic groups, are concentrated in management and 
professional positions in all of the geographic areas.

•	 Construction/maintenance and production/transportation positions are a relatively small 
proportion of the jobs in the city, county, and the Pittsburgh MSA and are largely filled by 
Whites, African Americans, and Hispanics.

•	 African Americans in the nation are employed most in service, sales/office occupations, 
management/professional, and production/transportation occupations and least in construction/
maintenance occupations. 
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Income

Income largely determines the standard of living in the Pittsburgh area where the cost of living is 
similar to that of most urban areas in the U.S.  In the region and nation, there are striking racial 
disparities in income.

4.8. Median Household Income by Race and Ethnicity, 1999
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•	 In the city of Pittsburgh the median income of White households exceeds that of African 
Americans, Asians, and Hispanics by more than $10,000.  

•	 Asians have the highest median household income in the county, Pittsburgh MSA, and U.S.

•	 Asians have about twice the median household income of African Americans in the county, 
MSA and nation.

•	 African Americans have the lowest household income in each geographic area, and African 
Americans in the city of Pittsburgh have lower median household incomes than African 
Americans in the other geographic areas. 

•	 Whites in Allegheny County have a higher median household income than Whites in the city 
or region.

•	 Whites, African Americans, and Asians in the Pittsburgh area have lower median household 
incomes than the same racial/ethnic groups in the nation.
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Income continued

Total buying power for a racial or ethnic group can affect a group’s economic impact, political 
power, and amount of attention received from businesses, such as the types of products and 
services provided and advertising and marketing to the group. Aggregate income of each racial/
ethnic group is used below to measure buying power. Aggregate income is the sum of the income 
of all individuals age 15 and over in a given geographic area.

Table 4.1. Aggregate Income for the Population Age 15 and Over in 1999

Aggregate 
Income in 
1999 
(Dollars)

Pittsburgh 
City 

Allegheny 
County 

Pittsburgh 
MSA United States 

Total 6,295,100,300 28,826,174,900 49,379,003,400 6,074,932,742,500

White, non-
Hispanic 4,901,516,300 25,813,110,600 45,637,126,900 4,827,736,924,300

African 
American 1,106,099,500 2,068,733,700 2,483,359,900 496,091,715,700

Asian 143,721,400 547,335,100 669,228,200 221,976,262,700

Hispanic 76,006,000 194,716,500 285,327,100 426,780,479,600

Source: U.S. Census Bureau (2000). Summary File 3, P158: Aggregate Income in 1999 (Dollars) for Population 15 Years and 
Over.

•	 Whites have more buying power than African Americans, Asians, and Hispanics combined in 
the Pittsburgh area and the U.S.

•	 Whites in 1999 had buying power of about $5 billion in the city, $26 billion in the county, $46 
billion in the region, and $4.8 trillion in the nation. 

•	 African Americans, after Whites, in 1999 had the next largest amount of buying power: $1.1 
billion in the city, $2.1 billion in the county, $2.5 billion in the region, and $500 billion in the 
nation. 

•	 Asians and Hispanics have buying power of hundreds of millions of dollars in the Pittsburgh 
area and hundreds of billions in the nation.
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Income continued

Figure 4.9. Percent of Aggregate Income for Population Age 15 and Over by Race 
in the City of Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, Pittsburgh MSA, and the U.S., 1999
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•	 In the city of Pittsburgh Whites are 67% of the population and have 78% of the aggregate 
income while African Americans are 27% of the population and have 18% of the income.

•	 Whites in the county and Pittsburgh MSA have at least 90% of the aggregate income while all 
other groups together have 10% or less.

•	 In the nation Whites have 79% of the aggregate income while all other groups have a total of 
21%.
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Poverty

People in poverty often lack income for basic needs, such as a nutritious diet, health care, 
decent housing, safe neighborhoods, high performing schools, quality child care, and reliable 
transportation.  In spite of America’s prosperity, there are still many people -- particularly people 
of color -- in poverty.

Figure 4.10. Poverty Status by Race and Ethnicity, 1999
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•	 African Americans, Asians, and Hispanics are much more likely than Whites to be poor. 

•	 African Americans in the Pittsburgh area and the U.S. have the highest poverty rates.  In fact, 
African American poverty rates in the county, region, and nation are more than three times 
White rates, and the African American rate in the city is more than two times the White rate.

•	 White poverty rates in the city are noticeably higher than White rates in the nation. White rates 
in the county and Pittsburgh MSA are comparable to White rates in the nation. 

•	 Asian poverty rates in the Pittsburgh area are higher than national rates.

•	 Hispanic poverty rates in the city are higher than in the nation while Hispanic rates in the 
county and Pittsburgh MSA are lower than national rates.
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Transportation 

Transportation is important for seeking work, working, getting an education, and obtaining food, 
health care, and child care.  Large disparities by race and ethnicity exist in the use of public 
transportation and ownership of a motor vehicle.

Figure 4.11. Percent of Workers Using Public Transportation to Go to Work, 2000
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Source: Appendix 4.7

•	 African American workers in the Pittsburgh area depend on public transportation to go to work 
much more than White, Asian, and Hispanic workers.  In fact, African Americans are 2-5 times 
as likely as Whites to use public transportation to go to work in the Pittsburgh area.

•	 Whites use public transportation at much lower rates than the other racial/ethnic groups.

•	 Whites, African Americans, Asians, and Hispanics in the city use public transportation more 
than Whites, African Americans, Asians, and Hispanics in the other geographic areas.
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Transportation continued

Another indicator of dependence on public transportation is the percent of households which do 
not own a motor vehicle. 

Figure 4.12. No Vehicle Available by Race and Ethnicity, 2000
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Source: Appendix 4.8

•	 African Americans are more likely to be without a motor vehicle than Whites, Asians, and 
Hispanics. Whites are the least likely to be without a motor vehicle.  In fact, the percent of 
African American households without a motor vehicle in the Pittsburgh area and the nation is 
2-4 times that of Whites. 

•	 Whites, African Americans, Asians, and Hispanics in the city are much more likely not to have 
a motor vehicle than the same groups in the other geographic areas.

•	 The county and the Pittsburgh MSA have higher percentages of Whites, African Americans, 
Asians, and Hispanics who do not own a motor vehicle than the nation. 
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SECTION 5. 
INTERGROUP RELATIONS

As our society becomes increasingly diverse, it is important that we study how different racial/
ethnic groups tolerate, accept, and respect each other.  While one may agree that the growing 
diversity in America should be accompanied by increased intergroup relations, there is still notable 
evidence of overt expressions of racial intolerance and negative views of people of different racial/
ethnic backgrounds.  In this section we examine:

•	 Residential segregation
•	 Racial attitudes
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Residential Segregation

One of the most commonly examined indicators of intergroup relations is the extent to which 
people of different racial/ethnic groups do or do not live in close geographic proximity to one 
another.  Census tracts are the geographic units most often examined for a community’s level of 
residential integration, or alternatively, segregation.  Census tracts are relatively small areas that 
typically comprise between 1,000 and 8,000 people.  In the year 2000, there were 140 census tracts 
in the city of Pittsburgh, 416 in Allegheny County, and 695 in the Pittsburgh MSA.  In this section 
we examine the most widely used measure of residential segregation—the index of dissimilarity.

The index of dissimilarity measures the evenness with which two groups are distributed within a 
particular geographic area.  Specifically, the dissimilarity index means the percent of each minority 
group that would have to move for all census tracts to have that minority group distributed the 
same as Whites.
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Residential Segregation continued

Figure 5.1. Index of Dissimilarity for Each Minority Group, 2000
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Source: Appendix 5.1
Note: The dissimilarity index means the percent of each minority group that would have to move for all census tracts to 
have that minority group distributed the same as Whites.

•	 African Americans are the most segregated minority group in the city and the Pittsburgh MSA. 
Hispanics are the least segregated. 

•	 Two-thirds (67%) of African Americans would have to relocate for African Americans and 
Whites to be equally distributed in the city or region. A dissimilarity index of 60 or above is 
considered very high segregation.

•	 One-half of Asians and one-third of Hispanics in the city and the Pittsburgh MSA would have 
to relocate for each group to be evenly distributed in relation to Whites.
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Racial Attitudes

Examining racial attitudes can expose the extent and nature of prejudice.  It also helps to determine 
the level of popular support for policies or efforts to assist disadvantaged minority groups.

The figures below present data from a quality of life study of Allegheny County conducted by the 
University Center for Social and Urban Research (UCSUR) at the University of Pittsburgh.  The 
data were collected via a telephone survey of county residents between February and April of 
2003.  A total of 330 Whites and 81 African Americans responded to the survey.

Figure 5.2. Percent of County Residents Who Think Race Relations is a Severe 
Problem in Their Neighborhood, in the Region, and in the United States by Race, 
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Source: Appendix 5.2

•	 Small proportions of Allegheny County residents (6% of African Americans and 4% of Whites) 
see race relations as a serious problem in their neighborhood. 

•	 African Americans are much more likely than Whites in Allegheny County to perceive severe 
race-related problems in the region and nation. About half of the county’s African American 
residents and one-fifth of its White residents believe that race relations is a severe problem in 
the region and nation.
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Racial Attitudes continued

Figure 5.3. Percent of County Residents Who Feel that African Americans are 
Treated Less Fairly than Whites in the Region in Various Social Contexts by Race, 
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Source: Appendix 5.2

•	 There are large racial disparities in the county in perceptions about the extent to which African 
Americans are treated less fairly than Whites. African Americans much more than Whites feel 
that African Americans are treated less fairly at work, on public transportation, by police, and 
in stores/malls, restaurants, bars, and theaters.

•	 The majority of African Americans and Whites in the county believe that African Americans 
are mistreated most by police (87% of African American and 58% of White residents). The 
majority of African Americans, but not Whites, also believe that African Americans are treated 
less fairly at work and in stores/malls.

•	 Both African Americans and Whites believe that African Americans are least likely to be treated 
less fairly than Whites on public transportation (20% of African American and 10% of White 
residents in the county).
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Racial Attitudes continued

Figure 5.4. Percent of African Americans in the County Who Report Being Treated 
Unfairly/Discriminated Against in Various Social Contexts in the Last Six Months 

Because of Race, 2003 

22

6

47

31
33

11

27

0

10

20

30

40

50

At Work Public Trans. In a Store Restaurant,
Bar or
Theater

Dealings with
Police

Insulted or
Put Down

Other
Situations

  
P

e
rc

e
n

t
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•	 About half of the county’s African American population reports being victims of unfair 
treatment or discrimination in a store within the last six months.

•	 About one-third of the county’s African American population reports being victims of unfair 
treatment or discrimination by the police and being victims of unfair treatment or discrimination 
in a restaurant, bar, or theater within the last six months.

•	 One-fifth of the county’s African American population reports being victims of unfair treatment 
or discrimination at work within the last six months.

•	 A small proportion of African Americans (6%) report being victims of unfair treatment or 
discrimination on public transportation.
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Racial Attitudes continued

Figure 5.5. Percent Who Agree that Police Treat Citizens of All Races in a Fair and 
Equitable Manner by Race, 2003
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•	 There are large race differences in perceptions of the ways in which police treat people. The 
vast majority (85%) of Whites agrees that the police in their community treat citizens of all 
races fairly and equitably. Less than half (46%) of African Americans believe that citizens of 
all races in their community are being treated fairly and equitably by police.  
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Racial Attitudes continued

Figure 5.6. Percent of African Americans Who Reported Being Treated 
Unfairly/Discriminated Against for Reasons Other Than Race, Including Gender, 

Age, Religion, and Sexual Orientation, 2003
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•	 One in three African Americans (32%) believes that he or she has been treated unfairly for 
reasons other than his or her race. Similar data for Whites are not available.
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Racial Attitudes continued

Figure 5.7. Percent Who Know Someone Else Treated Unfairly/Discriminated 
Against in the Last Six Months Because They are African American, 2003

14

49

0

20

40

60

P
e

rc
e

n
t

White African American
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•	 African Americans are 3.5 times more likely than Whites to know someone who was 
treated unfairly or discriminated against in the last six months because he or she is African 
American.

6161
Pittsburgh’s Racial Demographics: Differences And Disparities	 © 2007 University of Pittsburgh

Section 5. Intergroup Relations



Racial Attitudes continued

Figure 5.8. Percent Who Know Someone Else Who Was Discriminated Against for 
Reasons Other than Race in the Last Six Months by Race, 2003

30

42

0

10

20

30

40

50

  
P

e
rc

e
n

t

White African American

Source: Appendix 5.2

•	 African Americans are more likely than White residents to know someone who was discriminated 
against for reasons other than race.

•	 A substantial number of the county’s White residents (nearly one-third) report knowing 
someone who experienced discrimination for reasons other than race.
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SECTION 6. 
MENTAL HEALTH

This portion of the report reviews discrepancies between Whites and African Americans in 
Allegheny County with regard to mental health.  A plethora of studies have documented the 
correlation between mental and physical health, and even mental health and income (Ettner, 1995).  
In this section we will examine two main topics:

•	 Mental Health Status in Allegheny County
•	 Utilization of Services in Pittsburgh and Allegheny County 
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Mental Health Status in Allegheny County

Figures 6.1-6.4 contain data from a 2004 Behavioral Risk Factor household survey in Allegheny 
County, which measured depression rates among Whites and African Americans by gender, 
income, and education. Figure 6.1 also contains comparable national data.  Note that county data 
for a racial or ethnic group are provided only if the count is 10 or more cases.

Figure 6.1. Percentage of People with More Symptoms than Normal of Serious 
Mental Illness by Race, 2004
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Source: Appendix 6.1 and Ravi Sharma (Graduate School of Public Health, University of Pittsburgh) and Joan Epstein, 
Peggy Barker, Michael Vorburger, and Christine Murtha. 2002. Serious Mental Illness and Its Co-Occurrence with Substance 
Use Disorders. Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration.

•	 African Americans in Allegheny County have higher rates of serious mental illness than Whites 
in the county.

•	 Whites and African Americans in the nation have similar rates of serious mental illness.

•	 White rates of serious mental illness are similar in the county and the nation. 

•	 The African American rate for serious mental illness in the county (10.9%) is higher than the 
African American rate (8.8%) in the nation.

 

6464
Pittsburgh’s Racial Demographics: Differences And Disparities	 © 2007 University of Pittsburgh

Section 6. Mental Health



Mental Health Status continued 

Figure 6.2. Percentage of People with Serious Mental Illness by Race and Gender 
in Allegheny County, 2004
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Source: Appendix 6.1

•	 African American women and men are more likely than White women and men to have serious 
mental illness. 

•	 White female and male rates of serious mental illness are similar in the county.
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Mental Health Status continued

Figure 6.3. Percentage of People with Serious Mental Illness by Race and 
Household Income in Allegheny County, 2004
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Source: Appendix 6.1. Note that the percent for African Americans with household incomes greater than $25,000 is not 
shown because the number of cases with serious mental illness is less than ten.

•	 African Americans with household incomes of $25,000 or less are more likely than Whites at 
the same income level to have serious mental illness. 

•	 Whites with household incomes of $25,000 or less are more likely than higher income Whites 
to have serious mental illness.
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Mental Health Status continued

Figure 6.4. Percentage of Adults with Serious Mental Illness by Race and Educational 
Attainment in Allegheny County, 2004
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Source: Appendix 6.1. Note that the percent for African Americans with college degrees  is not shown because the number 
of cases with serious mental illness is less than ten.

•	 African Americans with a high school diploma or less and African Americans with some 
college are more likely than Whites with similar educational attainment to have serious mental 
illness.
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Utilization of Services in Pittsburgh and Allegheny County

Local data on the utilization of mental health services are important since little local information 
on mental health status is available. The data below reflect the utilization of mental health services 
from the Department of Human Services (DHS) in 2005 by race for the city of Pittsburgh and 
Allegheny County. The data include persons who received mental health services, drug abuse 
services, and both mental health and drug abuse services.

Figure 6.5a. Number of Clients of the Department of Human Services in the City of 
Pittsburgh by Race, 2005

6,270

1,934

6,498

2,040

988

43 5 6
928

0

2,000

4,000

6,000

8,000

Mental Health Clients Drug Abuse Clients Mental Health and Drug Abuse
Clients

White African American Asian

Figure 6.5b. Percent of Clients of the Department of Human Services in the City of 
Pittsburgh by Race, 2005
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Source: Appendix 6.2

•	 In the city of Pittsburgh African Americans and whites are each about half of the mental health, 
drug abuse, and mental health/drug abuse clients who receive services provided by DHS.

•	 African Americans are overrepresented in the utilization of DHS services in the city of 
Pittsburgh since African Americans make up 50% or more of the clients but only 27% of the 
population.

•	 Only a small portion of mental health and drug abuse clients in the city of Pittsburgh who use 
the  services provided by DHS are Asian.
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Utilization of Services continued

Figure 6.6a. Number of Clients of the Department of Human Services in Allegheny 
County by Race, 2005
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Figure 6.6b. Percent of Clients of the Department of Human Services in Allegheny 
County by Race, 2005
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Source: Appendix 6.2
Note: Data for Allegheny County excludes data for the city of Pittsburgh.

•	 More than three times as many Whites as African Americans are treated for mental illness in 
the county each year.  Since Whites make up 83.8% of the population in Allegheny County and 
African Americans only make up 12.4%, African Americans are overrepresented among those 
treated for mental illness.

•	 Whites represent 71% of clients receiving drug abuse treatment in the county, while African 
Americans account for 28% of the clients. African Americans are overrepresented among 
clients that receive treatment for drug abuse in the county.

•	 69% of clients in the county receiving both mental health and drug abuse services are White, 
while 30% are African American.  

•	 Asians are a small portion of mental health and drug abuse clients in the county.
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SECTION 7. 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE

Having reliable, quality data on crime and criminal justice is essential to inform government 
decisions that promote justice and prevent crime. There are striking disparities in arrest and 
victimization rates in the region.  In this section we explore recent data on race differences in 
involvement in the criminal justice system in Pittsburgh, Allegheny County, the Pittsburgh MSA, 
and the United States.  Specifically, we examine data on:

•	 Arrests
•	 Murder Victims
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Arrests

Data on arrest rates can help to show if the criminal justice system is biased towards any particular 
racial or ethnic group. Here we present data on arrest rates for violent crime, murder, property 
crime, and drug violations for four geographic regions.  

 Figure 7.1a. Percent of Arrests for Juveniles Age 17 and Under by Race, 2004 
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Figure 7.1b. Percent of Arrests for Adults Age 18 and Over by Race, 2004 
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Notes: White and African American data may include Hispanic. U.S. data are from 2002. U.S. data for Hispanics are not 
available.
Source: Appendices 7.1-7.8

•	 White juveniles and adults have a higher share of total arrests than African American juveniles 
and adults in each of the geographic areas except the city.

•	 White juveniles in the U.S. have a higher share of arrests than White juveniles in the region.  

•	 African American juveniles and adults have a higher share of arrests in the city than in any 
of the other three geographic areas.  In addition, African Americans comprise a higher share 
of juvenile arrests than they do adult arrests in the Pittsburgh area.  In the nation African 
American shares of juvenile and adult arrests are similar.

•	 Asian and Hispanic juveniles and adults represent very small shares of arrests in the Pittsburgh 
area and the nation.
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Arrests continued

  Figure 7.2a. Number of Juveniles Age 17 and Under Arrested Per 100,000 
Population by Race, 2004
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 Figure 7.2b. Number of Adults Age 18 and Over Arrested Per 100,000 Population 
by Race, 2004
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Notes: White and African American data may include Hispanics. U.S. data are from 2002. U.S. data are not available for 
Hispanics.
Source: Appendix 7.1-7.8	

•	 African American juveniles and adults in the region and nation have higher arrest rates than 
White, Asian, and Hispanic juveniles and adults.  

•	 White juveniles have lower arrest rates than White adults in the region and the U.S.   

•	 African American juveniles have lower arrest rates than African American adults in the region 
and the U.S.

•	 Asian and Hispanic juveniles and adults have low arrest rates in the region, and Asian juveniles 
and adults have low arrest rates in the nation.

•	 The region has higher arrest rates for African American juveniles and adults than the nation.
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Arrests continued

Crime Index offenses are serious transgressions that include murder and non-negligent manslaughter, 
forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson.

Figure 7.3a. Percent of Crime Index Arrests for Juveniles Age 17 and Under by 
Race, 2004 
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 Figure 7.3b. Percent of Crime Index Arrests for Adults Age 18 and Over 
by Race, 2004 
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Notes: White and African American data may include Hispanics. U.S. data are from 2002. U.S. data are not available for 
Hispanics.
Source: Appendices 7.1-7.8

•	 African American juveniles and adults have substantially higher percentages of Crime Index 
arrests than White juveniles and adults in the city. However, White juveniles and adults have a 
higher share of Crime Index arrests than African Americans in the nation. 

•	 White juveniles in the nation have a higher share of Crime Index arrests than White juveniles 
in the region. Conversely, White adults in the Pittsburgh MSA have a higher share of Crime 
Index arrests than White adults in the nation.

•	 African American juveniles in the Pittsburgh area have much higher shares of total juvenile 
arrests for Crime Index offenses than African American juveniles in the nation.

•	 Asians and Hispanics have low percentages of Crime Index arrests in the area and in the 
nation.
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Arrests continued

Figure 7.4a. Crime Index Arrests per 100,000 Population for Juveniles Age 17 and 
Under by Race, 2004 
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Figure 7.4b. Crime Index Arrests per 100,000 Population for Adults Age 18 and 
Over by Race, 2004 
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Notes: White and African American data may include Hispanics. U.S. data are from 2002. U.S. data are not available for 
Hispanics.
Source: Appendices 7.1-7.8			 

•	 African American juveniles and adults have higher Crime Index arrest rates than juveniles and 
adults of any other race/ethnicity.

•	 White juveniles in the U.S. have higher Crime Index arrest rates than White juveniles in the 
Pittsburgh area. However, White adults in the Pittsburgh area are arrested at similar rates as 
White adults in the nation. 

•	 African American adults and juveniles in the Pittsburgh area have a higher Crime Index arrest 
rate than African American adults and juveniles in the U.S.  

•	 Asian Crime Index arrest rates in the area are similar to Asian Crime Index arrest rates in the 
nation. 
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Arrests continued

Violent crime refers to murder, non-negligent manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated 
assault.

Figure 7.5a. Percent of Violent Crime Arrests for Juveniles Age 17 and Under by 
Race, 2004 
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Figure 7.5b. Percent of Violent Crime Arrests for Adults Age 18 and Over 
by Race, 2004
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Notes: White and African American data may include Hispanics. U.S. data are from 2002. U.S. data are not available for 
Hispanics.
Source: Appendices 7.1-7.8

•	 African American juveniles represent the majority of violent crime arrests in the Pittsburgh 
area, while Whites are the majority of these arrests in the nation.

•	 African American adults represent the majority of violent crime arrests in the city of Pittsburgh 
and Allegheny County, while Whites are the majority of these arrests in the Pittsburgh MSA 
and the nation.

•	 White juveniles have smaller shares of arrests for violent crimes than White adults do.

•	 African American juveniles have higher shares of arrests for violent crimes than African 
American adults do.
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Arrests continued

Figure 7.6a. Violent Crime Arrests per 100,000 Population for Juveniles Age 17 
and Under by Race, 2004
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 Figure 7.6b. Violent Crime Arrests per 100,000 Population for Adults Age 18 and 
Over by Race, 2004
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Notes: White and African American data may include Hispanics. U.S. data are from 2002. U.S. data are not available for 
Hispanics.
Source: Appendices 7.1-7.8

•	 African American juveniles and adults are arrested for violent crimes at higher rates than White, 
Asian and Hispanic juveniles and adults.

•	 White adults in the U.S. have a higher rate of violent crime arrests than White adults in the city, 
county and the Pittsburgh MSA. Meanwhile, the violent crime arrest rate for White juveniles 
and adults is similar in the city, county, and the Pittsburgh MSA.

•	 The violent crime arrest rate for African American juveniles is higher than the rate for African 
American adults in the city, county, and the Pittsburgh MSA. In addition, African American 
juveniles are arrested at a higher rate in the city than in the county, the Pittsburgh MSA or the 
U.S.
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Arrests continued

Murder and non-negligent manslaughter refer to the unlawful killing of a person by another. 
Murder and non-negligent manslaughter are identified based on police investigation as opposed 
to any decision of a court, coroner, jury, or other judicial body. Data are reported for murder and 
non-negligent manslaughter together.

Figure 7.7. Number of Murder and Non-Negligent Manslaughter Arrests Among 
Juveniles Age 17 and Under by Race, 2004
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 Note: White and African American may include Hispanic.
 Source: Appendices 7.1-7.8

•	 All of the juveniles arrested for murder and non-negligent manslaughter in the Pittsburgh area 
were African Americans from the city of Pittsburgh.
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Arrests continued

Figure 7.8. Murder and Non-Negligent Manslaughter Arrest Rates Per 100,000 
Population for Juveniles Age 17 and Under by Race, 2004
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 Note: White and African American may include Hispanic.
 Source: Appendices 7.1-7.8

•	 Only African American juveniles within the city of Pittsburgh were arrested for murder and 
non-negligent manslaughter. No juveniles in any of the other racial/ethnic groups or outside 
of the city of Pittsburgh but in the Pittsburgh region were arrested for murder or non-negligent 
manslaughter in 2004.

•	 African American juveniles in the city are more likely to be arrested for murder and non-
negligent manslaughter than African American juveniles in the U.S.
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Arrests continued

Figure 7.9. Number of Murder and Non-Negligent Manslaughter Arrests Among 
Adults Age 18 and Over by Race, 2004
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Note: White and African American may include Hispanic.
 Source: Appendices 7.1-7.8

•	 The number of African American adults arrested for murder and non-negligent manslaughter 
in the Pittsburgh area was 3-12 times the number of Whites arrested.

•	 Four White adults in the city and 12 White adults in the Pittsburgh MSA but outside Allegheny 
County were arrested for murder and non-negligent manslaughter.

•	 The majority of African American adult murder and non-negligent manslaughter arrests in the 
region in 2004 were in the city of Pittsburgh.
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Arrests continued

Figure 7.10. Murder and Non-Negligent Manslaughter Arrest Rates Per 100,000 
Population for Adults Age 18 and Over by Race, 2004
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Note: White and African American  may include Hispanic.
Source: Appendices 7.1-7.8

•	 African American adults are arrested for murder and non-negligent manslaughter at a much 
higher rate than White, Asian, and Hispanic adults.

•	 African American adults have much higher murder arrest rates in the region than in the 
nation.
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Arrests continued

Property crime includes burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft, and arson.  In these theft-
type offenses, money or property is taken, but there is no force or threat of force against the 
victims. 

 Figure 7.11a. Percent Property Crime Arrests for Juveniles Age 17 and Under 
by Race, 2004
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Figure 7.11b. Percent Property Crime Arrests for Adults Age 18 and Over
by Race, 2004
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Notes: White and African American data may include Hispanics. U.S. data are from 2002. U.S. data are not available for 
Hispanics.
Source: Appendices 7.1-7.8

•	 African Americans have a higher share of juvenile arrests for property crime than the other 
racial/ethnic groups in the city and county, while Whites have the largest share in the Pittsburgh 
MSA and nation.

•	 Whites are a larger share of juveniles arrested for property crime in the nation than in the 
region.  However, Whites are a larger share of adults arrested in the region than in the nation.  
In addition, a smaller proportion of White juveniles are arrested than White adults in the city, 
county, and MSA, but not in the U.S.

•	 African Americans have a higher share of juvenile arrests for property crime in the Pittsburgh 
area than African Americans have of adult arrests in the Pittsburgh area.
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Arrests continued

Figure 7.12a. Property Crime Arrests per 100,000 Population for Juveniles Age 17 
and Under by Race, 2004 
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Figure 7.12b. Property Crime Arrests per 100,000 Population for Adults Age 18 and 
Over by Race, 2004 
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Notes: White and African American data may include Hispanics. U.S. data are from 2002. U.S. data are not available for 
Hispanics.
Source: Appendices 7.1-7.8
   

•	 African American juveniles and adults have much higher property crime arrest rates than 
White, Asian, and Hispanic juveniles and adults. 

•	 African American juveniles in the Pittsburgh area and the nation have similar property crime 
arrest rates, while White juveniles in the Pittsburgh area have lower property crime arrest rates 
than White juveniles in the nation.

•	 Asian adults in the region are arrested for property crimes at a similar rate as Asian adults in 
the nation.  

•	 Asian and Hispanic juveniles and adults have low rates of property crime arrests in the Pittsburgh 
area.
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Arrests continued

Drug abuse relates to the unlawful possession, sale, use, growing, manufacturing, and making 
of narcotic drugs.  Drug abuse is an important issue because it is often related to more serious 
crimes.

Figure 7.13a. Percent of Drug Abuse Arrests of Juveniles Age 17 and Under
 by Race, 2004 
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Figure 7.13b. Percent of Drug Abuse Arrests of Adults Age 18 and Over 
by Race, 2004
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Notes: White and African American data may include Hispanics. U.S. data are from 2002. U.S. data are not available for 
Hispanics.
Source: Appendices 7.1-7.8

•	 The majority of adults and juveniles arrested for drug abuse in the city is African American. 
The majority of adults and juveniles arrested for drug abuse in the county, Pittsburgh MSA, 
and nation is White.

•	 African Americans have a much higher share of juvenile drug abuse arrests than adult drug 
abuse arrests in the city.  African American adults and juveniles have similar shares of drug 
abuse arrests in the county and the Pittsburgh MSA. 
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Arrests continued

  Figure 7.14a. Drug Abuse Arrests per 100,000 Population of Juveniles Age 17 and 
Under by Race, 2004 
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 Figure 7.14b. Drug Abuse Arrests per 100,000 Population of Adults Age 18 and 
Over by Race, 2004 
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Notes: White and African American data may include Hispanics. U.S. data are from 2002. U.S. data are not available for 
Hispanics.
Source: Appendices 7.1-7.8

•	 African American youth and adults are arrested at higher rates for drug violations than youth 
and adults of other races.

•	 White juveniles have lower rates of drug violations than White adults in all of the geographic 
areas.

•	 African American youth are arrested for drug violations at lower rates than African American 
adults in all of the geographic areas.

•	 Asians and Hispanics have low arrest rates for drug violations.
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Murder Victims

Murder involves the unlawful killing of a human being by another.

Figure 7.15. Number of Murder Victims Among Juveniles Age 17 and Under
 by Race, 2004
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Note: White and African American may include Hispanic.
Source: Appendix 7.9

•	 Nine African American, three White, and no Asian or Hispanic juveniles were murdered in the 
Pittsburgh MSA in 2004.

•	 Six of the nine African American juvenile murders in the region occurred in the city. All three of 
the White juvenile murders in the region occurred in counties outside of Allegheny County.
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Murder Victims continued

Figure 7.16. Murder Victimization Rates Per 100,000 Population for Juveniles Age 
17 and Under by Race, 2004
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Note: White and African American may include Hispanic.
 Source: Appendix 7.9

•	 African American youth are murdered at much higher rates than White youth in each geographic 
area.

•	 African American youth in the region are murdered at higher rates than African American 
youth in the nation.
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Murder Victims continued

Figure 7.17. Number of Murder Victims Among Adults Age 18 and Over
 by Race, 2004
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Note: White and African American may include Hispanic.
Source: Appendix 7.10

•	 The number of African American adults murdered is two to three times that of Whites in the 
city, county, and the Pittsburgh MSA.

•	 The majority of African American adult murders in the region occur in the city of Pittsburgh. 
The majority of White adult murders in the region occur in the county.
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Murder Victims continued

Figure 7.18. Murder Victimization Rates Per 100,000 Population for Adults Age 18 
and Over by Race, 2004
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Note: White and African American  may include Hispanic.
Source: Appendix 7.10

•	 African American adults are murdered at much higher rates than the other racial/ethnic 
groups.

•	 African American adults in the Pittsburgh area are murdered at higher rates than African 
American adults in the nation.
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