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Dates of Survey: Dec 3-9, 2011 Margin of Error: +/- 5.3 percentage points
Sample Size: 565 MOoE includes design effect of 1.6431

STATEMENT: As you know, the economy is not doing well. There are various proposals for helping to get
the economy going, all of which are controversial.

We will be presenting a number of these proposals to you. Most deal with changes to taxes. Some proposals
cut certain taxes, with some cutting taxes paid by workers, while other would cut taxes paid by employers.
Other proposals are for increasing tax revenues.

We would like to know what you think about these proposals. In each case we will explain the proposal. You
will then read and evaluate a number of arguments for and against the proposal and then finally express your

view.

There is no right or wrong answer, so please answer the questions based on your knowledge or impressions. If
you do not know the answer to a question, you can simply skip it and go on to the next question.

Here is a proposal for a tax cut for workers:

As you may know, all employees have a payroll tax deducted from their paycheck to fund Social Security. In
2011, employees are currently getting a payroll tax cut of two percentage points—from the regular 6.2% down
to 4.2%, which amounts to about an additional $1,000 over the year in the paychecks of the average household.
Currently there is a proposal being considered in Congress to continue this payroll tax cut until the end of 2012.

This proposal would reduce projected revenue by $175 billion for the year.

According to the Congressional Budget Office, due to the added economic activity that results when consumers
have more money to spend, this proposal would create 350,000 to 1,225,000 more jobs.

Here is an argument in favor of this idea



Q1. A payroll tax cut puts money in the pockets of people who are then spending it at businesses, large and
small. That gives them more customers, increases demand, and it gives businesses a greater incentive to hire.

VErY CONVINCING.....ectieeieeiieeiieeieeniieeieesiteeteesreeseessseeseessnesseens 22%
Republicans..........cocvveiiiieiiiieeeeeee e 22
DEemOCTALS ....oouveeiiiiiiiiiceeeeeee e 28
Independents ..........cceeeiiieeiiieeieeee e 12

Somewhat CONVINCING........ccccvieeriieeriie et 48
Republicans..........ccccuveriiiiienieciieie e 47
DemOCTALS ....eoiiiiiiiiiieiieceeeeeee e 47
Independents ..........ccceeeiieiieiiiiiieee e 49

Somewhat UNCONVINCING.......cccuieiiieriieiieeie ettt 18
Republicans..........cccvveiiiiiiiiice e 21
DEeMOCTALS ....oouveiiiiiiiiiecececeee e 13
Independents ..........cceeeeiieeiiieeieeee e 22

Very UNCONVINCING....cccviieiiireriieesiieesieeenreeesereeeseseeesseeesssseeesneens 11
Republicans..........ccocuieiiiiiieiiieieeeeee e 9
DemOCTALS ....eoiiiiiiiiieeiieceeeee e 11
Independents ..........ccoeviieiiieiiiiiieie e 14

Refused/Don’t KNOW ......c..cooueeiirieniiiiiienieeceseee e 2

STATEMENT: Here is an argument against this idea.

Q2. Because so many people feel economically vulnerable right now, a payroll tax cut for employees is not
going to create much economic activity. People will mostly pay debts or save the money.

VeIY CONVINCING...eeeuvieeriiieeniiieenieeenieeenireeeireeeeneeenireesnreesaneesnnns 21%
Republicans..........coocieiiiiiieiiiiiiee e 20
DemOCTats .....coouviiiiiiiiiiiieicceccc e 17
Independents ..........cccooviieiieniiiiiee e 29

Somewhat CONVINCING ......cceeririiriinieiiinieneeeeeeee e 44
Republicans..........ccccveviiiiieniieiiecie e 44
DemOCTALS ....cooiiiiiiiieeieeeeeeeee e 43
Independents ..........ccceeevieiiieniieiieee e 47

Somewhat UNCONVINCING ......c.ueeeriiieriiieiiieeiee e 22
Republicans..........coccieiiiiiiiniiiiee e 23
DemOCTats ....ccveeiiiiiiiiiieeieeeeee e 27
Independents ..........ccoeviieiieiiiiiiee e 15

VEry UNCONVINCING.....eouviriiiriieiiniienieeienitenttenteeite s nte e seee e e 10
Republicans...........cccveviiiiieniieiiecie et 11
DemOCTALS ....cooiiiiiiiieiiieeeeeeeeee e 10

Independents ..........cccueevierieiiiierieeeee e 7



Refused/DOn’t KNOW ... 2

Q3. Now having considered arguments about the proposal, would you say that you favor or oppose temporarily
reducing the payroll tax by half for employees?

Strongly faVOr .....ccviiiiiiiieiie e 25%
Republicans..........cocvveeiiiiiiiiccie e 25
DEemMOCTALS ....eeeiiieeiiie et 30
Independents ..........cceeeeiieeiiieciieeee e 15

Somewhat favor .......oceoiiiiii e 43
Republicans..........cocveriiiiiienieeiieie e 40
DemOCTALS ....ooiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeee e 44
Independents ..........cccoevvieiieiiieiiee e 46

SOMEWhAL OPPOSE ..veevereeiiieiiieiieeiie ettt 19
Republicans..........cccvviiiiiiiiiicceeeeee e 22
DEmMOCTALS ....eeeiiiieiiie ettt 14
Independents ..........cceeeeiieeiiieeieeee e 23

StrONGLY OPPOSE ..evveeeeiieeiieeeiiee ettt ree e 11
Republicans..........ccocuieviiiiieniiciieie e 13
DemOCTALS ....eoiiiiiiiiiieiieceeeeeee e 10
Independents ..........cceeeiieriieniieiieee e 11

Refused/Don’t KNOW ........cccuviieiiiieiiieciieccee e 2

Q4. A key question is how this tax cut will be funded. Here are three options. Please select which option is
your first choice and which is your second choice.

Q4a. First Choice

Increase personal income tax on income over

$1 MIllION @ YEAT. ... 56%
Republicans............ccveviiiiieniieiieie e 37
DemOCTats ......ceiieiiiiiieiieeee e 75
Independents ..........ccceeeiieiiieiiieiieee e 54

Do not give Federal employees their cost
of living adjustments for the next three years, and

gradually reduce the Federal workforce by 10%.........ccceeuvenennee. 37
Republicans.........ccoocieiiiiiiiniiiiee e 60
DEemOCTAtS ....coveeiiiiiiiieeeeeee e 13
Independents ..........ccoeeiieiieiiiiiie e 36

Borrow the money, thus adding the deficit............cocceevininnnniee. 3
Republicans.........cccooveiiiiiiieiiieiece e 1
DemOCTALS ....oooiiiiiiiieiiieeeeee e 6
Independents ..........cccueevieiieeiiierieeeee e 2



Refused/Don’t KNOW ........oooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeas 4
Q4b. Second Choice

Increase personal income tax on income over

$1 MILHON @ YEAT. ..cvieiiieiiiciieieeeee et 25%
Republicans..........cccvveiiiiiiiiicceeee e 39
DemMOCTAtS ..o 10
Independents ..........cceeeiiieiiiieeieeee e 26

Do not give Federal employees their cost
of living adjustments for the next three years, and

gradually reduce the Federal workforce by 10%........ccccceeeeenneee 43
Republicans..........ccccuveiiiiiieniieiieieceee e 32
DemOCTALS ....coiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeee e 56
Independents ..........cccoeeiieriieniiiiieee e 38

Borrow the money, thus adding the deficit.........c..cccceverenennnn. 26
Republicans..........cccvveiiiiiiiiieceeecee e 20
DEemOCTAtS ....couveeiiiiiiiriieceeeeee e 28
Independents ..........cceeeeiieeiiiieieeee e 30

Refused/Don’t KNOW ......coouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceeeete e 7

STATEMENT: Here is a proposal for a tax cut for employers:

Besides the payroll tax on employees that supports Social Security, employers also pay such a tax. Normally
this amount is also 6.2% of the employee’s salary.

One proposal would lower this payroll tax rate for employers by half, from 6.2% to 3.1%.

The reduction would apply to only the first $5 million of their payroll--making the positive impact on small and
medium-size businesses fairly large. The impact would be less for major corporations, which would still pay
the full payroll tax on most of their payroll.

Lowering the payroll tax for employers would reduce tax revenue by $65 billion.

The Congressional Budget Office estimates this plan would create 350,000 to 850,000 more jobs, due to lower
costs for companies to hire employees.

Here is an argument in favor of this idea:
Q5. A payroll tax cut on the first $5 million of payroll can increase jobs and promote economic recovery by

lowering the cost of having an employee. It would mostly benefit smaller businesses that are most likely to hire
new staff and are having trouble getting the necessary capital to hire new employees.

VOIY CONVINCING...eeeuvieeriiieeniiieenieeerieeeireeeireeeiaeesnnreesnaaeesaeeeennns 14%
Republicans..........coccieviiiiieniiiiee e 16
DemOCTAtS ....coveeiiiiiiiniieeieee e 13
Independents ..........ccooviieiieniiiiiee e 11



Somewhat CONVINCING........ccccviieriieeriieeiee et 50

Republicans..........ccccveviiiiieiiiciieeceee e 50
DemOCTALS ....ooiiiiiiiiiiiieceeee e 54
Independents ..........cccoeviieiiieiiiiiiee e 47
Somewhat UNCONVINCING.......cccueriiieriieiieeiie ettt eee e 22
Republicans..........cccvveiiiiiiiiicceeee e 24
DEmMOCTALS ....eeeiiieeiiieeiieeeeeeeeeee et 20
Independents ..........cceeeiiieiiiieeieeee e 23
Very UNCONVINCING....cccviieirirerieeeeiieesteeesseeessreeensreeessaeesnsneeesneens 12
Republicans..........ccocuieriiiiiienieeiieieceee e 10
DemOCTALS ....ooiiiiiiiiiieiieeeeeeee e 12
Independents ..........cceeviieiieiiieiieee e 15
Refused/Don’t KNOW .......ocveviiiiieiiieiieeieeeece e 2

STATEMENT: Here is an argument against this idea.

Q6. This proposal is a bad idea because we cannot be sure employers will use the money saved to create jobs.
And when it’s time to return to the normal payroll tax rate, employers will probably have their lobbyists try to
extend it, driving up the deficit and potentially undermining Social Security.

VErY CONVINCING....coiuiiiiiiaiiieiieniieeiee sttt see et e eee e s 24%
Republicans..........coccuieviiiiieiiiiiee e 20
DemOCTats ....ccueeiiiiiiiiiieiieeecee e 28
Independents ..........cccooeiieiieiiiiiiee e 27

Somewhat CONVINCING ......coeeririiriiniirierieneeeeeeee e 43
Republicans...........cccveviiiiieniieiiecie e 43
DEemOCTALS ....oooiiiiiiiieeiieeeeeeeeeee e 46
Independents ..........cccoeeiieiiieniieiieee e 38

Somewhat UNCONVINCING ......c.veevriiieriieeiie e e 22
Republicans..........coocieiiiiiiieniiiiee e 25
DemOCTats ....coueeiiiiiiiiniiecieeeeee e 19
Independents ..........cccoeviieiieiiiiiiee e 23

VEry UNCONVINCING.....eruviruiiieritiniientenienitenteetesiee e etesieesieeaesieenaeens 8
Republicans...........cccviviiiiieiiieiiecie e 12
DemOCTALS .....eeeeiiiiiieiee e 5
Independents ..........coeeevieiieiiiieiieeeeee e 7

RefUSEA/DON T KNOW ..ot eeeeeeeeeenes 2



Q7. Now, having considered these arguments, do you favor or oppose temporarily reducing the payroll tax by
half for employers on the first $5 million of payroll?

Strongly favor. .....cc.oiviiiiie e 10%
Republicans..........cccvveiiiieiiiieeece e 15
DEMOCTALS ....ovveiiiiiiieiieiceeeeeee e 9
Independents .........cccueeeciieeiiieee e 7

Somewhat favor. ......ocooiiiiiii 41
Republicans..........ccccveriiiiieiiiiiieeceee e 42
DemOCTALS ....cooiiiiiiiiiiiiececeeeete e 43
Independents ..........ccceeviieriieniiiiieee e 36

SOMEWhAL OPPOSE. ..eeveveeiiieiiieiieie ettt ettt 29
Republicans..........cccvveriiiiiiiiccieeceeee e 28
DEmMOCTALS ....eoeiiieeiiieeieeeeee et 29
Independents ..........cceeeciieiiiicieeee e 30

StrONGLY OPPOSE. evveeeeiieeiiieeie ettt 17
Republicans...........cccveviiiiiieniieiieie e 15
DemOCTALS ....cooiiiiiiiiieiiiceee e 16
Independents ..........ccceeviieiieiiieiieee e 20

Refused/DOn’t KNOW ....coovveeiiieieieeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 3



DEMOGRAPHICS

Gender
IMALE ... 49%
Female......oouiiiiiiiiiei s 51
Age
I8-20 e e e 21%
30744 .ottt ae s 26
A5-59 et 28
B0 ettt ettt et nteeneeneas 25
Education
Less than high school..........cocooiiiiiiie, 13%
High SChoOl ..o 31
SOME COILEEE ....eeeuviieeiiieeiie e e e 28
B At e 28
Race/Ethnicity
White, Non-HiSpanic ..........cccceerieeiiienieeriienieeieeeie et 68%
Black, Non-HiSpaniC..........cccceevueieiiieeiiieeciie e 11
Other, Non-HiSpaniC.........cocueveriiriineeiiinieniecicseerieeie et 6
HISPANIC ..ottt e 13
2+ Races, Non-HiSpanic ..........ccceevueiiiieniieiienieeieeeee e 1

Region (based on state of residence)

NOTTREAST ...eeiiiiiiieeeeee et e e s e eans 19%
IMIAWEST. ..ottt eaae e e ennes 22
SOULN L 37
VST et e e 23

D1. Generally speaking, do you think of yourself as a:

RepUDLICAN ...ttt 25%
Independent............ooeoviiiiiiiiii e 21
DemMOCTAt......ooiiiiiiiiiieee e 31
(@ 111 1< S ST RSRPRPRP 3
INO PIEIETEINCE.....vvieeiieeeiieeciee ettt 18



D1a. Do you think of yourself as closer to the:

Republican Party ..o 11%*"
Democratic Party ........cccoecvieiieiiieiiecieeeeee e 9
NEIERET. .. 23
Refused/Don’t KNOW ......coiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceeeee e 1
D1-Dla. Overall party identification combined
Republican Party/Lean Republican...........cccccoeeuievieniiieniiiciiennns 36%
Democratic Party/Lean Democrat...........cccceeevveeeiieeecieeniieeeieeens 40
Independent............ooveeiiiiiieiiieieeee e 24
D2. How sympathetic are you to the Tea Party movement?
Very SYMPathetic ......ooviiiiiieriieiieeie e 12%
Somewhat sympathetic ..........cceceveveriiieiiieeieeecee e 31
Somewhat unsympathetic ...........cccoeeiieriieiienieiieeeeeeceeee e 23
Very unsympathetic .......oeeviieiiiiieiiecieeee e 29
Refused/Don’t KNOW ......coouiiiiiiiiiiiiiieceeeee e 4
D2a. How sympathetic are you to the Occupy Wall Street movement?
Very SYMPAthEtiC .....c.eevuiiiiieeiieiiecie e 10%
Somewhat Sympathetic ..........coceevuiriiriiiiniiiniceeccecceee 29
Somewhat unsympathetic ..........cceeveiiieriiieiiieeiieeee e 22
Very unsympathetic ....o.evvinieniiriieniirieieeieneceeese e 34
Refused/Don’t KNOW ......cocueiiiiiiiiiiieieeeee e 5

D3. Please select how often you get news and opinion from the following sources.

D3a. Newspapers and news magazines (in print or online)

AIMOSt @VETY daAY ..ot 30%
About 2-3 timeS @ WEEK .....vvvvviiiiiiiiiiiieeeiee e 14
ADOUL ONCE @ WEEK ... evviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee ettt e e e 17
RATCLY ... e 21
N VT cuvveeiteetieetteeteeeteetteesesesaassaasssssaasaasassessssssasssssssssssssssssssssssnnnnnnns 16
Refused/Don’t KNOW .....coooeuueiiiiiiiiiieieeiieeieee e 2

* Percent of total



D3b. Public broadcasting (NPR or PBS)

AlMOSt @VETY daY ..eoueieiiieiieiiieie e 12%
About 2-3 tiMES @ WEEK ......oeovviviiiiiiiiieceecieeee e 9
ADOUL ONCE @ WEEK......covieiiieieiieiieeeeeeeeeee e 12
RATCLY .ot 33
N VT euvvvtitetteeettettt ettt aasaatassasaasasassssessssssssssssssssssssssssssnsnnnnns 32
Refused/Don t KNOW. ... 3

D3c. Network TV news broadcasts (For example: ABC, NBC, or CBS)

AlMOSt @VETY daY ..coueieiiiiiiieeiieie e 42%
ADOUL 2-3 tIMES @ WEEK . e e e 15
ADOUL ONECE @ WEEK ..o 14
RATCLY ..o 17
N OV T ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e araeaaaen 10
Refused/Don’t KNOW. ......oeeeeee e, 2
D3d. CNN
AlMOSt @VETY daAY ..eouvieiiiiiieeiieie e 12%
ADOUL 2-3 tIMES @ WEEK . e e e 13
ADOUL ONECE @ WEEK ..ot 14
RaATCLY . e 30
N OV T e e e e e e e et ee e e e e e e eeeeaeaaeaeeas 28
Refused/Don’t KNOW. ...ooveiiiiiii e, 3

D3e. Fox News

AIMOSE EVETY AY ..eovvieeiiieiieeiiecie ettt ens 18%
ADOUL 2-3 tIMES @ WEEK .ot ea s 14
ADOUL ONCE @ WEEK ..ot 14
RaATCLY .o 23
N OV T e et ee e e e e e et eeeeeeeeeeeearaeeeeeas 28
Refused/Don’t KNOW. ...oovveiiii e, 3
D3f. MSNBC
AIMOSE EVETY AY ..eovvvieiiieiieeiieie ettt ens 10%
ADOUL 2-3 tIMES @ WEEK .ot eeeeeeea e 8
ADOUL ONCE @ WEEK ..ot e e 13
RATCLY . e 30
N OV T e e e e e e e e e et ee e e e e eeeeeaaraaeaeeas 35



