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The CR/10 Project
“10 years, 10 minutes” 

• “CR” = “Cultural Revolution” = China, ~1966-1976
• Led by CCP Chairman Mao Zedong 
• Sought to prevent capitalism’s return to China, and further develop 

Chinese socialism 
• A “cultural” revolution that began with criticism of the intellectual and 

cultural arena
• Later officially declared a “mistake” 
• Still a subject of controversy and censorship 

“Huayang Palace Layers,” User: Rolfmueller, 
Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0



The CR/10 Project
“10 years, 10 minutes” 

• Interviewing began December 2015
• Snowball sampling & guest contributions
• Translation began 2017
• Digital collection debuted September 2017
• Three separate uploads 2017-2019
• Currently 100+ videos

“Huayang Palace Layers,” User: Rolfmueller, 
Wikimedia Commons / CC-BY-SA-3.0



The CR/10 Project
“10 years, 10 minutes” 

• “First, please tell us when you were born – just the decade is enough.” 
• “Where were you during the 10 years of China’s Cultural Revolution, 

from 1966 to 1976?” 
• “If I limit you to about 10 minutes, what are the memories or 

impressions you most want to share?” 
• “Do you remember the first time you heard of the Cultural Revolution? 

Through what channel did you hear about it?” (post-CR generation) 

“Interview with a Barefoot Doctor,” © University Library System



From Interview to Collection
• 4- or 5-step translation process (sometimes 5+!)

• Subtitling with CADET software
• Anonymizing 

• Metadata
• Islandora Oral Histories module 

[For video introducing The CR/10 Project, please visit culturalrevolution.pitt.edu]



http://culturalrevolution.pitt.edu/


https://digital.library.pitt.edu/collection/chinas-cultural-revolution-memories-the-CR10-project?skey=dfc0ea764c02ad617034ea64582954d8-0


Thank you! 
culturalrevolution.pitt.edu

sandipward@pitt.edu
spw26@pitt.edu

CR/10 primary contact: 
haihuiz@pitt.edu

“CR/10 Working Photo” © University Library System
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