





ABSTRACT

A COMPARISON OF READING COMPREHENSION SKILLS TAUGHT IN FIVE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL READING SERIES AND TEACHER PREPARATION TO TEACH READING:

IMPLICATIONS FOR PROGRAM PLANNERS FOR THE HEARING IMPAIRED

James Leland Clack, Doctor of Education, 1983
Dissertation Directed by: John E. Splaine, Ed.D.
Associate Professor
Department of Education Policy,
Planning and Administration

This researcher has studied the problems that teachers and program
planners have in selecting basic, supplementary and remedial reading
comprehension materials for hearing impaired students from commercially
produced materials.

The first phase was a systematic analysis of the teacher's manuals
of five current editions of K-6 reading series used in regular public
schools and residential schools and classes for the deaf. The reading
comprehension objectives in each series were compiled and classified
into twelve categories using Bloom's Cognitive Development Levels. The
objectives were analyzed and compared relative to scope, format and
timing. Tables and charts were used to organize the objectives in each
category from all five series.

The second phase was the teacher interviews. Two groups of five
teachers each were selected to be interviewed based on availability.
The first group was five elementary school teachers with hearing impaired
students in their classes. The second group was five residential school

for the deaf teachers. Each interview was conducted and completed at



the respective teacher's school. They were asked to describe their
training to teach reading, procedures and criteria used to select reading
materials and concepts of transformational grammar. A questionnaire was
developed and used to conduct the interviews. The data was categorized
and the responses were studied for significance.

The textbook analysis revealed significant variations in scope,
format and timing of their objective statements. Only one series
clearly differentiated its mastery levels.

The public school teachers had an average of 16.2 credit hours
training to teach reading while the residential school teachers had an
average of 7.2 credit hours. Neither group had more than a minimum
introduction to cognitive and child development theories. Only one
public and one residential teacher had significant training in transfor-
mational grammar. The public school teachers had little knowledge of
the educational needs of the hearing impaired.

Using the results of this project, an inservice program was
described including cognitive and child development theories, transfor-—
mational grammar and educational technology skills to help teachers
improve their ability to apply criterion-reference objectives to select

instructional materials for hearing impaired children.












































































































































































































































































































































































































