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Virtual contemporaries, Sergei Rachmaninoff and Sergei Prokofiev were pianists,
steeped in the traditions of Russian pianism; recordings of both pianists-composers
playing their own works are available. Although the composers can be perceived as
having little in common, in fact both composed in classical forms, both had a strong
lyrical sense and both had an unbreakable connection with their Russian heritage.

Rachmaninoff was the last great representative of Russian late Romanticism as well
as one of the finest pianists of his generation. He cultivated a sweepingly passionate
and melodious idiom, with pronounced lyrical quality, expressive breath and
structural ingenuity. Prokofiev, on the other hand, tried to push the Russian Romantic
traditions to a point of exacerbation and caricature before experimenting with various
kinds of modemism. Stressing simplicity, he helped invent Neo-Classicism. His
melodies are essentially tonal with wide skips and sweeping long lines. Harmonically,
he used triadic harmony full of dissonances, strange inversions, unusual spacings, and
jarring juxtapositions. Writing in classical forms, he incorporated rhythmic vitality
and lyrical elements into his music.

I have. chosen to perform five works by each composer, written in a variety of genres,
including the sonata, the toccata, variations, the concerto. I also have divided the
pieces into three recital programs to show the idiosyncratic characteristics of the
composers. I have endeavored to sclect pieces based on the technical and artistic
challenges that they offer, thereby allowing me to grow as a pianist and an artist. My
goal is to gain a thorough understanding of not only the pieces but also the musical
styles of both composers.
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