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Abstract 

 

The University of Maryland, College Park, Archaeology in Annapolis Project, conducted 
Phase I and II archaeological excavations of the property in Easton, Maryland, known as the 
Home of the Family of the Buffalo Soldier (HFBS) from July 9th through July 20th 2012.  The 
Housing Authority of the Town of Easton owns this property, located at 323 South St., and 
excavations were conducted at the request of Historic Easton, Inc., with the Housing Authority’s 
permission, and forms a part of The Hill Project to document and publicize the history of the 
Easton neighborhood known as The Hill, which has been home to a community of free African 
Americans since the late eighteenth century.  This first excavation within The Hill Project 
successfully tested the potential for research archaeology to serve the interests of The Hill’s 
resident and descendant communities, and excavation at the HFBS contributed to The Hill 
Project’s ongoing historic preservation and community revitalization efforts.  Four shovel test 
pits (STPs) and three 5’x5’ test units were excavated in yard spaces. 

The Hill’s free black community dates to the late eighteenth century.  However, 
documentary and oral history indicated that the standing built environment at the HFBS dated 
only to the period of the first African American owners of the site, from ca. 1879.  Shedding 
light on the development of the community through time, archaeological remains documented at 
the site suggest that this period was the first inhabitation of the property, despite the inhabitation 
of other properties nearby for the one hundred years prior.  They indicate that much yard space 
has been used in the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries for activities including gardening, 
play, and trash disposal.  Two US Army buttons from ca. 1900 support the site’s association with 
Buffalo Soldier William Gardner and his family, who curated his discharge papers in the house. 

The site remained open to the general public during excavation and was actively 
interpreted to site visitors.  During and since the excavation, the HFBS has received many 
visitors, including many Hill residents, and has attracted much news interest.  As of the summer 
of 2013, it has been included in regular walking tours of The Hill’s historical heritage. 

The excavations determined that the archaeological record at the HFBS, and likely across 
The Hill, is quite intact and can support active research.  Both the HFBS and The Hill are 
therefore eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places under criterion D.  
Because of the integrity and uniqueness of the archaeological record at the HFBS, we 
recommend that the site be protected for further archaeological research.  However, since the 
communities’ interest in researching the origins and early development of the free African 
American community that existed on The Hill during the time of slavery can be more effectively 
addressed elsewhere in the neighborhood, we recommend that excavation at the HFBS be a 
secondary priority for archaeologists for the present. 
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O rganization of this Report 

 

This report contains the results of the Phase I and II Archaeological Investigation of the 
Home of the Family of the Buffalo Soldier. It is divided into the following sections: 

Chapter 1 of this report is an introduction to the archaeology conducted at the HFBS. Included 
within this chapter is a brief contextualization of the project, including dates of fieldwork, 
laboratory processing and analyses, as well as the identification of key project staff. Also 
included within this chapter is a detail of the project’s location and physiological description; as 
well as the organizational layout of this report. 

Chapter 2 of this report details the project’s research design and methods. Included within this 
chapter are key research questions that guided fieldwork and laboratory analysis. In addition this 
chapter details methods employed during fieldwork, laboratory processing, and artifact analyses. 

Chapter 3 of this report details the cultural context and previous archaeological investigations of 
the HFBS and its surrounding environs. Included within this chapter is a history of the site and a 
historical contextualization of the African American community in Easton, Maryland known as 
‘The Hill’. Also included within this chapter is a review of known and reported archaeological 
excavations within a two mile radius of The Hill. 

Chapter 4 of this report details the archaeological testing conducted at the HFBS during the 
course of this project. Included within this chapter is an account of stratigraphic layers, features, 
and artifacts encountered within individual test units. Also included within this chapter are 
interpretations of layers, features and artifacts based on specific temporal contexts. Where 
applicable, interpretations of the archaeology conducted at the site have attempted to move 
beyond discrete unit boundaries and to form broader interpretive contextualizations. 

Chapter 5 of this report details the archaeology conducted at the HFBS and the interpretations of 
these results.  It includes summaries of findings by level, unit, and artifact type. 

Chapter 6 of this report details management recommendations concerning the future of the site 
and the future of archaeology on The Hill. 

Appendix A of this report includes a representative sample of the property history at the HFBS, 
constructed mainly from land records.  This is based mostly on work by Kearby Bon Parker in 
2002 and by Jean Russo, and includes property ownership around the establishment of the town 
of Easton and from the first African American owner of 323 South St. to the present. 

Appendix B of this report contains samples of the level and feature forms used during field and 
laboratory analysis. 
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Appendix C of this report contains the codes used in cataloguing artifacts from the HFBS. 

Appendix D of this report contains the complete artifact catalogue for the HFBS. 

Appendix E of this report lists the qualifications of the investigators involved in this excavation 
and analysis. 

Appendix F of this report reproduces the text of the four interpretive signs used at the site during 
the excavation. 

Appendix G of this report reproduces a representative sample of press reports on the excavation. 
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C H APT E R 1: IN T R O DU C T I O N 

 
Introduction 

 
Staff of Archaeology in Annapolis conducted Phase I and II archaeological investigations 

of the Home of the Family of the Buffalo Soldier at the invitation of Historic Easton, Inc., a 
historical society that includes and represents local community members.  The HFBS stands at 
323 South St., in a neighborhood of Easton, Maryland, called The Hill.  The Hill has been home 
to a large African American community since the late eighteenth century and the investigations 
at the HFBS are part of a larger project to document and publicize this community’s heritage.  
Archaeological excavations in the yard areas around the standing house (built ca. 1879) took 
place in order to determine whether the archaeological record at the site, and on The Hill more 
generally, were intact enough to support research, to investigate the origins and changes of the 
community through time, and to enhance efforts to preserve the architectural resource of the 
house. 

Archaeological excavations took place between July 9, 2012 and July 20, 2012. This 
report contains the results of the fieldwork that was completed during these dates, and the 
laboratory work that continued through May 2013.  

Field and laboratory work was carried out by staff from the Department of Anthropology, 
University of Maryland, College Park, Archaeology in Annapolis Project. Dr. Mark P. Leone is 
the Director and the Principal Investigator of this project. Benjamin Skolnik and Beth Pruitt 
directed field investigation and Kate Deeley directed laboratory investigation.  

Figure 1: Location of site within Maryland 
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Archaeological fieldwork and laboratory processing were conducted by Department of 
Anthropology, University of Maryland, College Park, Archaeology in Annapolis staff—
Benjamin Skolnik, Beth Pruitt, and Kate Deeley. During the fall and spring semesters of 2012 
and 2013, respectively, volunteer students aided in laboratory work supervised by Archaeology 
in Annapolis staff. 

 

 

This investigation forms part of a larger project researching and documenting the 
historical heritage of the neighborhood in Easton, Maryland, known as The Hill.  Ongoing since 
2009, The Hill Project is a collaboration between Historic Easton, Inc., Morgan State University, 
the University of Maryland, and other local individuals and institutions.  It combines historic 
preservation, documentary and architectural history, historical archaeology, oral history, 
genealogy, and other avenues of inquiry to increase and promote knowledge of The Hill’s 
historic heritage, with a focus on the community of free African Americans who have lived here 
since the late eighteenth century.  The project orients research to serve the interests of 
community revitalization in ways that support the integrity of the social, cultural, architectural, 
and archaeological fabric of this community.  Much of this work involves a combination of 
research and public engagement to enlarge the content, voice, and audience of historic memory, 
working toward fuller and more inclusive narratives of local history on The Hill and in Easton.  
While much has been written on the lives of Frederick Douglass and Harriet Tubman, who both 
lived and worked nearby in Talbot and Dorchester Counties, both scholars and members of the 
general public know considerably less about the lives of other free African Americans during the 

Figure 2: The Easton neighborhood known as The Hill, including some sites mentioned in this report.  The darker 
polygon represents the core of The Hill, though the boundaries have remained somewhat fluid through time and 

social circumstances. 
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time of slavery whose community on The Hill contributed to the character of social and cultural 
life in Easton and in Talbot County and very likely influenced the life experiences and 
development of the better-known Douglass and Tubman.  The black community on The Hill 
survives into the present, and may represent the oldest African American neighborhood in the 
United States. 

While other avenues of inquiry can identify persons, institutions, and events in the history 
of The Hill, archaeological research further characterizes the lives of individuals and families 
that appear in documentary and oral record.  Especially where documentary evidence is 
concerned, information on African Americans and their lives can prove elusive.  At the HFBS, 
archaeology establishes the distinction between property ownership and residence in the 
development of the community through time and offers insights into the daily lives of residents 
from the late nineteenth century into the twenty-first.  The interpretation of a sampling of 
archaeological remains at this site forms a piece of the larger story of the growth and 
development of The Hill for over two hundred years. 

 

Physiography and Topography 

The Chesapeake Bay watershed is the largest estuary system in the United States 
(Maryland Department of Natural Resources 2007). The Bay lies on the coastal plains of the 
Atlantic Ocean and was formed by the ancestral Susquehanna River, which was drowned by sea 
level rises over several millennia. Fifty major tributaries contribute to the Bay. Ninety percent of 
the freshwater in the system comes from tributaries to the north and west of the Bay. The other 
10 percent of the fresh water comes from tributaries on the Eastern Shore like the Tred Avon 
River.  Nearly an equal part of saltwater enters the Bay from the Atlantic Ocean, therefore all the 
waterways of the Chesapeake Bay are comprised of a combination of fresh, salt, and brackish 
water (Chesapeake Bay Foundation 2007). 
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The town of Easton, Maryland lies in the Atlantic Coastal Plain Province within the Tred 
Avon River watershed. The Council for Maryland Archaeology refers to this area as Maryland 
Archaeological Research Unit 4—Choptank Drainage (Figure 1). The Choptank River drainage 
system lies to the east of the Chesapeake Bay, on the northwestern part of the Delmarva 
Peninsula, known as Maryland’s Eastern Shore (Netstate.com 2001). The peninsula is 115 miles 
in length, north to south, encompassing the whole state of Delaware and portions of Virginia and 
Maryland. Its maximum width in Virginia is only about 14.5 miles, while in the Maryland-
Delaware portion it is, at maximum, 45 miles wide (Rountree and Davidson 1997:3). 

Easton, Maryland (38º46’18”N, 76º4’14”W) (Figure 2) is centrally located in Talbot 
County, Maryland, and serves as the county seat.  The courthouse and the area the the immediate 
east of it, which has served as the center of town since the eighteenth century, stands near the 
corner of Washington and Dover Streets.  The Hill, though more fluidly defined by social than 
by cartographic boundaries, lies roughly between Goldsborough St., Brookletts Ave., 
Washington St., and Kemp Ln., with a core in the area between Dover St., Brookletts Ave., 
Harrison St., and the former Maryland and Delaware railroad line.  The neighborhood’s name  
derives from its slight elevation above the lands to the east, south, and west, but particularly from 

Figure 3: Council for Maryland Archaeology Maryland Archaeological Research Units 
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the west, where Port St. comes up from Easton Port through an area known as The Bottom.  At 
30-35 feet above sea level, The Hill stands slightly above surrounding areas.  The neighborhood 
slopes up toward the north and toward Aurora St., but the rise is barely noticeable within The 
Hill. 

The HFBS, at 323 South St., sits within the core of The Hill, though toward the eastern 
limit of the neighborhood and, until recent development, the town of Easton.  It is nine blocks 
from the courthouse and though it fronts on South St., it lies along South Higgins St., which was 
formerly called East St. or Boundary Ln. (Parker N.p. [2002]) and was the eastern edge of Easton 
as originally laid out in 1787.  The house at 323 South St. is oriented with the town grid close to 
true north.  The adjacent house at 321 South St. no longer stands.  From the HFBS, one can see 
the twentieth-century steeple of Asbury United Methodist Church, an institution that has served 
the local African American community since at least the 1830s. 

 

Figure 4: Detail of USGS Easton 7.5’ Quadrangle 
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Soils 

The substrata soils in the Chesapeake region are formed from unconsolidated 
sedimentary deposits of sand, silt, clay, and gravels, which overlie crystalline bedrock. Although 
the topographic relief in the area is not diverse, the sediment deposits vary greatly in depth, 
texture and degree of permeability (Brush 1986: 7). Much of the soil on the Eastern Shore is not 
naturally fertile; however, the loamy soils that are available in some places are the best soil in 
Maryland for cultivation and farming (Rountree and Davidson 1997:8-9).  The majority of soils 
in Easton are silty, with higher clay content below approximately two-three feet. 

 

Vegetation and Fauna 

Between 25,000 BC and 15,000 BC the forests of the Chesapeake region included spruce, 
pine, varieties of fir, and birch trees. By 10,000 BC the forests became a mixture of hardwood 
and pinewood, having become dominated by oak and hickory, representing a more varied and 
exploitable environment for human groups (Haynes 2002:43).  Deer, rabbit, fox, wild turkey, and 
other animal species were likely once common, as they still are elsewhere in the Chesapeake 
region (Shelford 1963), but became less so as Easton developed from the late eighteenth century. 

Current vegetation and fauna within the project area are indicative of modern urban 
settings, and typical throughout the town of Easton.  Between paved streets and sidewalks are 
small plots of mostly grass and some shade trees.  Fauna include varieties of domesticated cats 
and dogs, mice, rats, and the Eastern grey squirrel, as well as varieties of songbirds and 
waterfowl.  Aquatic species found in the Tred Avon River and the Chesapeake Bay near the 
study area include soft shell clams and oysters, blue crabs, white and yellow perch, striped bass 
(also known as ‘rockfish’), herring, shad, alewife, American and hickory shad, and short nose 
and Atlantic sturgeon. During the warmer months, numerous marine species, including bluefish, 
weakfish, croaker, menhaden, flounder, and spot also live in waters near Easton.  Many of these 
species are fished. 

 

Climate 

Talbot County presently has a temperate mid-continental climate. This type of climate is 
marked by well-defined seasons. The average temperature range in July is between 66.3 and 87.5 
degrees Fahrenheit. The average temperature range in January is between 26.9 and 44.0 degrees 
Fahrenheit. These averages are slightly higher than the statewide average temperature: Easton’s 
July average is 76.9 degrees Fahrenheit as compared to a statewide average of 75.02 degrees, and 
the January average in Easton is 35.45 degrees Fahrenheit, compared to a statewide average of 
32.55 degrees (National Climatic Data Center 2007). There is an average of 190 frost-free days a 
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year (Rountree and Davidson 1997:3) Rainfall, as recorded in Easton, MD, is moderate; an 
average of 44 inches per year since 1971; and snowfall accumulates on average of 12 inches per 
year, recorded since 1947 (Southeast Regional Climate Center 2007). 
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C H APT E R 2: R ESE A R C H D ESI G N A ND M E T H O D O L O G Y 
 

 

Research Design and Questions 

 As a part of the larger Hill Project, Archaeology in Annapolis staff developed a research 
strategy for the Home of the Family of the Buffalo Soldier in consultation with Historic Easton, 
Inc. and Professor Dale Green of Morgan State University in order to orient research to the 
interests and needs of the local and descendant communities.  The Hill Project aims to use 
research to facilitate and enhance community revitalization efforts on The Hill.  Archaeological 
excavation offers an opportunity for the communities to learn more about their past and 
publicization of findings helps to maintain interest in preserving African American heritage on 
The Hill. 

1. Is the archaeology of The Hill intact enough to sustain a research project? 

The research design for the HFBS aimed to ascertain the viability of significant 
archaeological research on The Hill.  Commonly-held public opinion in Easton has held that The 
Hill’s architectural and social environment is not worth investment, which has frustrated efforts 
at historic preservation and the valuation of The Hill’s African American heritage.  A wide 
sampling of contexts from across the site aimed to establish the integrity of archaeological data 
on The Hill in order to establish archaeological research as a viable investment in the future of 
The Hill.  The integrity of strata at the HFBS would indicate the broader integrity of 
neighborhood heritage and hopefully attract additional forms of investment in The Hill. 

2. Is The Hill one of the oldest free black neighborhoods in the United States? 
3. When was this lot first occupied? 
4. When was this lot first occupied by African Americans? 

The possibility that The Hill is home to the oldest free African American neighborhood in the 
United States has attracted a good deal of interest from both the descendant and local 
communities, as well as members of the general public.  For the general public, this potential 
holds intrigue.  But for community members, it holds a source of pride.  Though community 
members have come and gone, many families who today have ties to The Hill bear the same 
names as free African Americans listed in the 1790 US census district that includes this 
neighborhood.  Even if the community is not the oldest, a title currently held by Tremé in New 
Orleans, its age and social and cultural integrity through the years stand as a testament to the 
efforts of black and white community members across the generations and years.  Pride and 
interest (which can lead to investment of many sorts) are significant goals for this project, 
centered as it is on community revitalization efforts.  Thus, a wide sampling of contexts from 
across the HFBS aimed to ascertain the earliest occupation of this site and the earliest black 
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occupation.  Pursuing these questions for this particular property helps to address, in part, the 
larger question of community origins. 

5. What was life on The Hill like through time? 

Although the project has a particular emphasis on community origins, another central 
question is that of community integrity through time, which requires information on the broad 
temporal scope of African American life on The Hill.  While historical records offer information 
on African American residents of The Hill from the late eighteenth century to the present, many 
details of the character of everyday life in the neighborhood during this more-than-two-hundred-
year period escape historical records.  In the early period, many African Americans, though free, 
still encountered difficulty in accessing education, so personal records are limited.  Over the 
entire period, most official records were written by white hands, and recorded only what white 
minds determined were important for governing.  Other records have simply been lost.  
Archaeology thus offers community members more information on the sorts of daily affairs that 
these records omit.  As a result, all yard areas became important areas for investigation. 

6. How can archaeology on The Hill engage and benefit the local and descendant 
communities? 

The Hill project aims to conduct research that is relevant and interesting for the local and 
descendant communities.  This means working with community members to select sites, research 
questions, and to interpret findings in ways that engage Hill residents and others involved in the 
community.  At all stages of excavation, we seek to promote conversations among members of 
various publics about the past and its meaning for the community in the present.  As such, the 
excavation and interpretation of archaeological remains at this site incorporates a degree of 
public input, often in the form of comments and questions from site visitors.  At the HFBS, many 
of these were neighborhood residents. 

 

M ethodology 

Site Selection 

Historic Easton, Inc. invited Archaeology in Annapolis to excavate specifically at the 
HFBS in order to enhance efforts to preserve the structure on the property as a place to 
remember and preserve African American history on The Hill.  Previous efforts to raise funds for 
the preservation of the building had been insufficiently successful and it was hoped that a public 
excavation would bring attention to the property, its significance to neighborhood, local, and 
national history, and to do likewise for The Hill at large.  This hope was partially fulfilled when 
the Easton government decided in April 2013, after conclusion of excavation and preliminary 
archaeological analysis, to allow selective demolition in lieu of total demolition.  In April 2013, 
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the Star Democrat reported that “In a neighborhood where only a few years ago officials would 
think nothing of condemning several structures, there is now an attitude of saving the small 
historic homes…[members of The Hill Project] were able to procure $250,000 to renovate the 
‘Buffalo Soldier House’” and secured other funds to help preserve nearby Asbury United 
Methodist Church, with preservation funding from the Maryland Historic Trust for Bethel 
African Methodist Episcopal Church in progress (Polk 2013).  As of August 2013, “we are just 
starting the preservation process of the Buffalo Soldiers [sic] House,” according to Morgan State 
Assistant Professor Dale Green (2013, elec. comm.) , who works on The Hill Project with a 
focus on preservation. 

In addition, the site’s location in the core of The Hill and toward the eastern end of that 
section, which currently houses a higher proportion of African Americans, offered a significant 
opportunity for attracting public interest.  Situated in the heart of a mostly black residential 
neighborhood, the excavation was able to attract both casual and intense interest from 
community residents, as well as visitors. 

F ie ld Excavation 
 

Field excavations at the HFBS followed the 
Maryland Historical Trust’s Standards and 
Guidelines for Archaeological Excavations in 
Maryland (Shaffer and Cole 1994), and also 
followed standardized excavation 
methodology developed over the last three 
decades by Archaeology in Annapolis, which 
has been implemented in a number of recent 
excavations in the City of Annapolis and in 
Talbot County. 

 During Phase I shovel testing, 
researchers placed four test pits in areas of 
interest across the site.  During Phase II, 
researchers placed three five-foot-by-five-foot 
square test units in two of these areas of 
interest based on the results from the Phase I 
survey, locating units apart from STPs so as to 
gain more information on site stratigraphy.  
Both STPs and test units were placed in yard 
spaces in reference to the standing house at 
323 South St. and the former house at 321 
South St.  After placement, STPs and test units Unit 1 excavation.  Photo courtesy of Tim Poly. 
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were surveyed with a total station into a grid tied to a datum at the property marker near the 
northwest corner of the intersection of South St. and S Higgins St.  This site grid aligns with the 
Easton town grid and the house at 323 South St.  Excavators recorded both horizontal and 
vertical location for each test unit, in reference to the datum.  During the course of excavation, all 
stratum measurements were taken from the center of the STP at ground level and from the 
highest corner of the test unit, respectively.  As such, all stratum depths measure from ground 
level at the highest corner. 

 All excavations were completed by hand, using appropriate hand tools, and mostly with 
shovel and trowel.  Excavation ceased either at sterile soil or at soil too densely packed for 
further excavation.  The ongoing drought therefore inhibited complete excavation of certain 
contexts.  Excavators removed each context in natural levels.  Each STP, test unit, and feature 
received a unique number designation, each STP level received a unique number designation, 
and each unit or feature level received a unique letter designation.  Excavators recorded detailed 
field notes for each STP and test unit.  These notes included descriptions of soil layers, features 
and artifacts encountered in addition to standardized forms for levels and features.  On forms, 
excavators recorded soil color, texture, and inclusions, along with depths, stratigraphic 
relationships, artifacts recovered, and interpretations.  Excavators drew top view plans for the top 

of each level and profile views for each 
sidewall, and took digital photographs of the 
bottom of each level and for each profile.  Plans 
and profiles use the engineer’s scale (tenths of a 
foot).  All cultural artifacts were collected by 
stratum and feature, and all excavated soils were 
dry-screened through 1/4” mesh wire. 

 Curation and Laboratory Analysis 

All archaeological materials recovered in 
the course of testing were transported to the 
Archaeology in Annapolis lab, located in the 
Department of Anthropology, University of 
Maryland, College Park.  Artifacts recovered 
from archaeological excavations were washed, 
identified and inventoried, and processed 
according to the standards and guidelines 
established for the state of Maryland (Seifert 
1999). Ceramics, glass, bone, plastics and other 
durable, stable artifacts were washed in water 
and allowed to dry on drying racks.  Metals and 
other more fragile artifacts were dry brushed. 

Field lab. Photo courtesy of Tim Poly. 
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Once cleaned, all artifacts were sorted by material type and placed in re-sealable archival quality 
plastic bags.  Each bag was labeled with provenience information and bag number.  Provenience 
information included site number, loci within site, unit number, and level or feature number. 

All artifacts were cataloged according to the Archaeology in Annapolis catalog system 
(see Appendix C for catalog codes and sample catalog sheet).  Artifact identifications were based 
on type, material, function, and date.  Brick, concrete, oyster shell and coal slag were counted, 
weighed and discarded according to the standards defined for the state of Maryland (Shafer and 
Cole 1994, Seifert 1999).  All artifact coding sheets were then entered into a Microsoft Access 
database (see Appendix D for database). 

Descriptive statistical data for artifact types was derived from the project database.  
Ceramics were used for dating purposes (terminus post quem, TPQ) and for basic spatial and 
relational analysis of deposits.  In addition to ceramics, container glass and modern materials 
(galvanized nails, synthetic material, plastics, etc.) were also used to date deposits. 

During the excavation at the HFBS, Kate Deeley erected and oversaw a field laboratory 
to the left of the house at 323 South St.  This laboratory followed the same methodology 
described above for the laboratory in College Park, though field lab activities included only 
washing, sorting, and re-bagging. 

Collections are currently being housed by the Archaeology in Annapolis Project at the 
Department of Anthropology, University of Maryland, College Park.  The Housing Authority of 
the Town of Easton is the current owner of all archaeological materials recovered at the HFBS. 
The University of Maryland, College Park will cooperate with the Housing Authority to 
determine the final disposition of the collection following the completion of the project. 

Public A rchaeology 

Because of its origins and focus as a community project, the excavation sought to engage 
members of various publics in several ways.  Primarily, the site was open to the general public 
daily from 10am-3pm during the workweek, the time when Archaeology in Annapolis staff were 
conducting archaeological fieldwork.  Visitors walked freely about the site and were able to 
observe all parts of excavation and to handle artifacts under the supervision of Archaeology in 
Annapolis staff, who answered visitor questions.  Visitors included neighborhood residents, 
Easton residents, and those who had traveled from further away.  Some members of The Hill’s 
resident and descendant communities brought with them historic, family-curated photographs of 
life near the HFBS and on The Hill, and recounted oral histories of their own and others’ past 
experiences at the site.  Site staff endeavored to photograph these pictures and to record these 
stories. 
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Archaeology in Annapolis staff gave many informal site tours during the course of the 
excavation.  Since before the excavation, Professor Dale Green of Morgan State University has 
also included the HFBS on his recurring tours of The Hill’s historic sites. 

After the completion of the Phase I survey, Archaeology in Annapolis staff wrote and 
posted four interpretive signs in the backfilled STPs.  These signs stood at the site during the 
period of excavation and provided overviews of The Hill, its history, and efforts to remember it; 
the goals of archaeology on the site; the historical significance of the HFBS property; and the 
research process and sponsors.  For the text of these signs, see Appendix H. 

During the weekend between the two weeks of excavation, excavators hosted a special 
half-day open house aimed at attracting visitors who were not able to come during the regular 
hours. 

Members of the Archaeology in Annapolis team presented the results of the excavation to 
members of the public, including several Hill and Easton residents, at a public meeting on 
November 3rd, 2012.  The meeting took place at the Talbot Senior Center, just south of The Hill, 
and included updates from all participants in The Hill Project on the project’s progress.  
Members of the excavation team spoke on findings and commented on their experiences in the 
public excavation. 

Public interpretation. Photo courtesy of Tim Poly. 
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In addition to these community engagement endeavors, Benjamin Skolnik presented a 
paper at the University of Maryland Anthropology Department’s AnthroPlus conference on April 
13th, 2013 on the two US Army buttons recovered from the site. 
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C H APT E R 3: C U L T UR A L C O N T E X T A ND H IST O RI C A L B A C K G R O UND 
 

Project Background 

As a portion of The Hill Project, this excavation involved the use of research to promote 
community development and preservation.  The Hill is a multiracial neighborhood in Easton, 
Maryland that has been home to a free African American community since at least 1790, when 
already more than 400 free African Americans lived in the census district that includes The Hill 
(Priscilla Morris 3/15/2012, elec. comm).  Yet this historic neighborhood faces conditions of 
blight due to its neglect by the town of Easton in historic preservation and other public 
community development projects.  The Hill received no mention in the 1980 nominations of 
Easton’s historic district to the National Register of Historic Places (Maryland Historic Trust 
N.d.), so although it is protected within that historic district, its inclusion is not secure.  The 
mainstream historical narratives about Easton and Talbot County history have ignored the lives 
of free blacks, including those who lived on The Hill, until very recently and continue to 
unsatisfactorily include local free black histories (Jenkins 2013).  The Project works to correct 
this imbalance in historical narratives, to promote community integrity through public 
engagement in the research process, and to protect physical and social community integrity by 
producing the documentation necessary to preserve historic sites and structures on The Hill and 
by publicizing the neighborhood’s heritage in order to attract attention and interest in addressing 
the community’s needs in the present. 

Historical Background 

The neighborhood known as The Hill in Easton, Maryland, has been home to a 
multiracial community, shaped largely in character by free African Americans, since the late 
eighteenth century.  The first federal census in 1790 showed over 1,000 free people of color in 
Talbot County (US Census Bureau 1790) and more than 400 in the census district that included 
The Hill (Priscilla Morris 3/15/2012, elec. comm.).  As free African Americans during the time 
of slavery, many of these early Hill residents struggled to carve out lives for themselves that took 
full advantage of the opportunities that freedom offered.  They built businesses, like Joseph 
Chain’s hairdressing and merchant enterprises on Washington Street (Dorsey 2011:39-40), and 
homes, like that purchased by Grace Brooks in 1792 after she purchased her children and 
grandchildren out of slavery (Republican Star 1810:3).  They left lasting legacies in families who 
still bear their names, and in cultural institutions like Bethel African Methodist Episcopal and 
Asbury United Methodist Churches.  The latter is visible from the HFBS.  For over 200 years, 
free black individuals, families, and institutions on The Hill have played a significant role in 
neighborhood, town, and national life.  The HFBS’s history includes some of these impacts. 

The property that became the HFBS became first recognizable in 1787 as part of Lot 103 
in Jeremiah Banning’s original plat for Easton, which John Needles surveyed in 1791 (Morris 
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N.p.:14).  Lot 103 still bore that number in 1808 (Russo N.d.), but has since been subdivided and 
re-numbered.  In 1789, William Meluy sold the lot to Joseph Haskins, a merchant, for £20.  
Meluy was a land speculator who held multiple properties on The Hill (Jenkins N.p. [2012]:10).  
Both were white (US Census Bureau 1790).  It is doubtful that any construction or inhabitation 
occurred on the site until the 1870s, since in 1877 the entire block appears to contain no 
structures (Lake et al. 1877:13).  At the HFBS, material culture from the period of white 
ownership, ca. 1789-1879, is likely to be minimal.  At some point in the nineteenth century, it is 
likely that Lot 103 was subdivided, since later owners bought and sold only portions of it. 

The first African American owners, and likely first residents, came to what became 
known as the HFBS in 1879 during a period of economic and demographic growth that left its 
mark on The Hill.  The Maryland & Delaware Railroad had reached Easton in the 1860s and had 
brought with it jobs for many African Americans (Historic Easton Inc. N.d.).  Recently freed 
slaves joined those on The Hill who were already free and the demand for housing promoted 
denser development along Higgins and South Streets, near the railroad.  Many of the houses here 
from this period still stand (Green N.p.).  During this period, the congregations of both Asbury 
and Bethel Churches found themselves able to replace their church buildings, Asbury in 1876-8 
(Morris 2012:4).  Both chose to build similar, impressive brick edifices that stood out against 
surrounding frame houses and still do. 

Amidst these developments, on September 3, 1879, John Green and his wife Eliza leased 
323 South St. from Robert F. Walker.  The Greens, both African Americans, had married in 
April that year, and in 1880 they took a mortgage from Walker and became the owners of the 
property when it was paid.   (Parker N.p. [2002]).  The 1880 US census lists John Green as a hod 
carrier (Parker N.p. [2002]), a skilled laborer who supported the work of brick masons by mixing 
the mortar and preparing brick and scaffolding for masons.  He may have worked on Asbury and 
Bethel Churches and other construction in the railroad era, earning enough to lease-to-own 323 
South St. and build the house that now stands there. 

In 1896, Eliza Green, recently widowed, married and moved in with William Dobson.  
They rented 323 South St. until after his death, when Eliza Dobson returned to the property in 
1915.  On her death, her nephew Walter Skinner sold the property to Malacar and Elizabeth 
Gardner in 1930.  The house passed then through the hands of various Gardner relatives until 
Charles Hines deeded it to the Housing Authority in 2002 (Parker N.p. [2002]).  Thus, for its 
entire history of inhabitation, from the Greens to Hines, the property known as the HFBS rested 
in African American hands.  For a more detailed property history, see Appendix A. 

The title of HFBS derives from the discovery of the discharge papers of William Gardner 
in the house in the twentieth century.  A relative of Malacar and Elizabeth Gardner born on the 
Eastern Shore around 1870, William Gardner enlisted in the US Army around 1881, reenlisted in 
1899, 1902, and 1905, and served in the Philippines and Kansas in the (colored) Ninth Regiment 
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of Cavalry (Parker N.d.).  His honorable discharge papers in 1907 stated that Gardner, then a 
sergeant, gave “service honest and faithful” for over twenty-six years (Army of the United States 
1907).  It is likely that Gardner’s papers came to his relatives Malacar and Elizabeth Gardner on 
his death and were stored in the house since that time.  Their curation demonstrates the value that 
the family placed on his service, which itself connected the African American community on 
The Hill with the contributions of blacks nationally to life and events in the United States and the 
world around the turn of the twentieth century. 

From John Green’s work to raise local landmarks from the ground to William Gardner’s 
service in the Philippines, the lives of African American families at the HFBS touched local, 
regional, and national efforts by blacks in the post-emancipation period to take the places 
promised to them by the thirteenth and fourteenth amendments and to forge meaningful lives 
during this most pronounced period of racism in American history.  From at least 1879 to 2002, 
323 South St. was home to individuals and families who contributed to the character of the 
neighborhood of The Hill. 

Cultural Significance 

Like several other properties on The Hill, 323 South St. is on Easton’s priority list for 
demolition-by-neglect.  At the very beginning of The Hill Project, Historic Easton, Inc. 
endeavored to raise funds to purchase the property at 323 South St. in order to preserve this 
structure and site from demolition.  Yet in the past decade, “donors considered the surrounding 
neighborhood too deteriorated to attract investment” (Morris 2012:4).  In 2011, Historic Easton, 
Inc. partnered with Professor Dale Green of Morgan State University, Archaeology in Annapolis 
(a project of the University of Maryland), and others to flesh out with interdisciplinary research 
the possibility that The Hill is the oldest free African American neighborhood in the United 
States, in part as a means of solving the problem of insufficient donor interest in preservation 
projects on The Hill. 

In addition, research on and publicity of the history of life at the HFBS works toward 
restorative justice for the African American community whose contributions to The Hill’s and 
Easton’s character and heritage have been largely ignored in every major publication on Easton 
history until very recently (Dorsey 2011:x-xii).  A great deal of history-writing in Easton still 
follows in the mold of Samuel Alexander Harrison’s nineteenth-century Talbot County history, 
which Oswald Tilghman compiled in 1915.  In 555 pages, the book refers to African Americans 
only by implication when listing white slave-owners (Harrison 1915:138-40).  Thus, white local 
and county residents have written a history that focuses on white accomplishments and, although 
indirectly, implies that African Americans did little to shape Easton or the county through time.  
This narrative denies black agency over history in the past and also in the present.  African 
Americans in Easton have been excluded from the history books and from their production. 
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Desmond Tutu, writing for South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission in the 
aftermath of Appartheid, defined restorative justice as “justice that is deeply concerned with ‘the 
healing of breaches, the redressing of imbalances, the restoration of broken relationships, a 
seeking to rehabilitate both the victim and the perpetrator” (quoted in Colwell-Chanthophonh 
2007:26).  The Hill Project, and specifically the excavation at the HFBS, offer the opportunity to 
bring white and black residents and scholars together to correct the exclusion of African 
Americans from Easton history and history-making.  Much in the same way that some 
archaeological sites in Israel/Palestine have become places for “using a shared historical 
landscape to achieve reconciliation” (Colwell-Chanthophonh 2007:32), the site of the HFBS 
offers a tangible locus for shared white and black valuation of African American history.
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C H APT E R 4: PR E V I O US E X C A V A T I O NS A ND SI G NI F I C A N T A R C H I T E C T U R A L 
ST RU C T UR ES 

 
 

Previous A rchaeology 

No previous archaeological excavation was performed at this site.  A small excavation 
was conducted in behind the house at 28 South Harrison St., also on The Hill and seven blocks 
from the Home of the Family of the Buffalo Soldier, in recent years during the course of utility 
work.  The Town of Easton, Department of Public Works conducted the work and uncovered the 
former icehouse for the property.  No archaeological report exists of this work. 

A rchitectural Resources 

A residential home currently stands at 323 South St., and dates to ca. 1900 (Green n.p.).  
The Housing Authority of the Town of Easton, Maryland, owns the property, the house, and the 

Figure 5: Architectural rendering of the HFBS by Margaret Garey (N.p. [2008]:drawing number 2.2).  Reproduced 
with permission from the author. 
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adjacent, vacant lot at 321 South St.  The house at 323 is 1140 square feet and the property total 
is 2799 square feet.  Green lists the house as “exempt” from residential status because it has been 
listed for demolition since 2011 (Carlene Phoenix 6/8/2012, elec. comm.).  Preserving this 
structure is currently one of the main goals of Historic Easton, Inc., though after over a decade of 
effort the house’s decrepit condition has been little improved for want of financial capital and 
buyers.  In 2002, in the interest of potentially establishing a museum in the building as a means 
of raising the capital necessary to preserve it, Kearby Bon Parker wrote a property history 
(2002).  However, restoration work has yet to occur on the property and no museum has been 
established there.  323 South St. shares its condemned status with several other properties on The 
Hill.  In April 2013, Historic Easton, Inc. won a partial stay of demolition from Mayor Robert C. 
Willey of Easton.  Archaeological exploration in 2012 and the attention it received contributed 
significantly to this step toward preserving the building and the site upon which it rests. 

For more on the house at 323 South St., see Garey (N.p. [2008]). 
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C H APT E R 5: A R C H A E O L O G Y A ND IN T E RPR E T A T I O NS 
 

Introduction 
 
In order to gain a broad understanding of the preservation status of the site and various 

activity areas, a shovel test survey was conducted at 323 South St. on July 9th, 2012.  Following 
the finding of stratified deposits and significant quantities of cultural material, three test units 
were excavated between July 9th and July 20th, 2012.  Both phases of excavation were conducted 
by Archaeology in Annapolis staff.  Two units were placed to gain a better understanding of uses 
of the backyard and a third unit was placed next to the site of the standing house at 323 South St.  
In addition to providing broad information about changing uses of the lot through time, this wide 
sampling of yard space aimed to provide an assessment of the potential for archaeological 
research on The Hill. 

This chapter describes each of these units in terms of both their stratigraphy and the 
artifacts recovered.  A comprehensive catalog of artifacts recovered is included as Appendix F; 
this section will address those artifacts most relevant to the analysis and interpretation of these 
units.    

 Unless otherwise noted, all depths are an average measurement of the Northeast, 
Northwest, Southeast, and Southwest corners and the center of the unit.  These measurements are 
taken from a datum established for each unit and later tied into the site grid, which was tied to 
the existing house at 323 South St, which is on-grid with this portion of the town of Easton.  
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Figure 6: Site Map 
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H F BS 

Shovel Test Pit 1 

 

Description 

STP 1 was excavated toward the northern part of 323 South Street approximately three feet west 
of the sidewalk of S. Higgins Street and fifteen feet south of the property line.  It was 
approximately 1’ in diameter and was excavated in order to give excavators a look at the 
stratigraphy of the northern part of the site.  It was excavated to a depth of 1.76 feet 
below surface (ftbs).  Within this test pit, there were three stratigraphic levels and one 
suspected, but not recorded feature.  After excavation, STP 1 was backfilled and used as a 
signpost hole to hold an interpretive sign for site visitors.     

Level I consisted of the grass sod and started at the ground surface and ended at 0.1 ftbs and 
consisted of a 10YR3/3 dark brown silty loam.   

Level I I started at 0.1 ftbs and ended at 1.41 ftbs and consisted of a 10YR6/2 light brownish grey 
silty loam.   

Within Level I I and extending into Level I I I in the eastern portion of the STP is a possible 
posthole starting at 0.30 ftbs and ending at 1.50 ftbs and consisting of 10YR5/2 greyish 
brown silty clay. 

Level I I I started at 1.41 ftbs and 
ended at 1.76 ftbs and 
consisted of a 10YR5/2 
greyish brown silty loam.  

Excavation ended at 1.76 ftbs at 
sterile subsoil.   

 

Interpretation 

Artifacts recovered from 
STP 1 include 20th century 
material (plastics, Christmas 
light), but also some older 
material (cut nail, ironstone, 
whiteware).  The strata in the Figure 7: STP1 Figure 8: Profile of STP1 
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profile suggest this material was stratified.  STP 1 contains significantly fewer architectural 
artifacts than the other STPs, possibly because of its greater distance from the houses at 323 and 
321 South St. 
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H F BS 

Shovel Test Pit 2 

 

Description 

STP 2 was excavated toward the central part of 323 South Street approximately three feet west 
of the sidewalk of S. Higgins Street and fifty-five feet south of the property line.  It was 
approximately 1’ in diameter and was excavated in order to give excavators a look at the 
stratigraphy of the central part of the site.  It was excavated to a depth of 2.20 feet below 
surface (ftbs).  Within this test pit, there were four stratigraphic levels.  After excavation, 
STP 2 was backfilled and used to hold an interpretive sign for site visitors.     

Level I started at the ground surface and ended at 0.25 ftbs and consisted of 60% 7.5YR3/1 very 
dark grey loam mottled with 40% 10YR5/3 brown silty sand. 

Level I I started at 0.25 ftbs and ended at 1.15 ftbs and consisted of a 10YR4/2 dark greyish 
brown silt. 

Level I I I started at 1.15 ftbs and ended at 1.60 ftbs and consisted of a 10YR5/2 greyish brown 
silty sand. 

Level I V started at 1.60 ftbs and 
ended at 2.20 ftbs and 
consisted of a 10YR3/2 very 
dark greyish brown clay. 

Excavation ended at 2.20 ftbs at 
sterile subsoil.   

 

Interpretation 

The artifacts recovered from 
STP 2 are generally older than STPs 
3 and 4 (cut nail, Rockingham) but 
also contain 20th century materials 
(plastics).  The strata in the profile 
suggest this material was stratified.   

 
Figure 9: STP2 Figure 10: Profile of STP2 



33 

 

H F BS 

Shovel Test Pit 3 

 

Description 

STP 3 was excavated toward the southern part of 323 South Street approximately three feet 
north of the sidewalk of South Street and fifteen feet west of the sidewalk of S. Higgins 
Street.  It was approximately 1’ in diameter and was excavated in order to give 
excavators a look at the stratigraphy of the southern part of the site.  It was excavated to a 
depth of 1.20 feet below surface (ftbs).  Within this test pit, there were five stratigraphic 
levels.  After excavation, STP 3 was backfilled and used as a signpost hole to hold an 
interpretive sign for site visitors.     

Level I started at the ground surface and ended at 0.18 ftbs and consisted of 10YR3/2 very dark 
grayish brown silty loam.   

Level I I started at 0.18 ftbs and ended at 0.24 ftbs and consisted of a 10YR6/3 pale brown sandy 
silt.   

Level I I I started at 0.24 ftbs and ended at 0.59 ftbs and consisted of a 10YR5/1 gray silt.   

Level I V started at 0.59 ftbs and 
ended at 0.79 ftbs and 
consisted of a 10YR5/1 
gray silt with frequent coal 
inclusions.  Level IV is 
very similar to Level III 
with the exception of these 
inclusions.   

Level V  started at 0.79 ftbs and 
ended at 1.20 ftbs and 
consisted of 10YR5/1 gray 
silty sand.   

Excavation ended at 1.20 ftbs 
when the soil became too 
compact to dig through 

Figure 12: Profile of STP3 Figure 11: STP3 
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with a shovel.   

 

Interpretation 

The soils of STP 3 were extremely compact.  Excavation ceased at 1.20 ftbs because no 
more progress could be made with the shovels on hand.  This disturbance was not unexpected as 
the STP was placed between the house at 323 South Street and the street.  While there were no 
marked utilities this far off the street, the compactness of the soils seem to indicate disturbance 
caused by construction of the house or adjacent utility work.  Artifacts recovered are mostly 20th 
century (plastic, marble, penny), but this structure was constructed in the 1880s so this is to be 
expected.   
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H F BS 

Shovel Test Pit 4 

 

Description 

STP 4 was excavated toward the southern part of 323 South Street approximately three feet 
north of the sidewalk of South Street and fifty feet west of the sidewalk of S. Higgins 
Street.  It was approximately 1’ in diameter and was excavated in order to give 
excavators a look at the stratigraphy of the southern part of the site.  It was excavated to a 
depth of 0.85 feet below surface (ftbs).  Within this test pit, there were four stratigraphic 
levels.  After excavation, STP 4 was backfilled and used as a signpost hole to hold an 
interpretive sign for site visitors.     

Level I started at the ground surface and ended at 0.10 ftbs and consisted of 10YR3/3 dark 
brown loam. 

Level I I started at 0.10 ftbs and ended at 0.32 ftbs and consisted of a 10YR5/8 yellowish brown 
silty clay.   

Level I I I started at 0.32 ftbs and ended at 0.74 ftbs and consisted of a 10YR4/2 dark greyish 
brown silt.   

Level I V started at 0.74 ftbs and ended at 0.85 ftbs and consisted of a 10YR4/6 yellowish brown 
clay with 20-30% rubble inclusions.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13: STP4 Figure 14: Profile of STP4 
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Excavation ended at 0.85 ftbs when the soil became too compact to dig through with a shovel.   

 

Interpretation 

The soils of STP 4 were extremely compact.  Excavation ceased at 0.85 ftbs because no 
more progress could be made with the shovels on hand.  This disturbance was not unexpected as 
the STP was placed near the front of the house formerly at 321 South Street and the street.  
While there were no marked utilities this far off the street, the compactness of the soils seem to 
indicate disturbance caused by construction of the house or adjacent utility work.  The artifacts 
recovered mostly date to the 20th century (plastic, penny).  The structure at 323 and the previous 
structure at 321 date to the late 19th century so this is not unexpected. 
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H F BS 

Test Unit 1 

 

Description 

Test Unit 1 measured 5’ by 5’ and was located at the northern end of the property at 323 South 
Street.  It was placed in order to identify if there were any features like wells or privies in 
this corner of the property.  In this area of the property, the ground slumps slightly, 
indicating a possible filled feature.  It was excavated to a depth of 1.35 feet below datum 
(ftbd).  Within this test unit, there were four stratigraphic levels and two features.   

Level A  started at the ground surface which was 0.25 ftbd and ended at 0.30 ftbd and consisted 
of a 10YR2/2 very dark brown silty loam.  Artifacts recovered from Level A include a 
significant amount of plastic and twentieth-century machine-made bottle glass, but also 
some older material like ironstone and whiteware.  This level appears to be a scatter of 
domestic and architectural artifacts associated with 323 South Street or the property 
adjacent to the north on S. Higgins Street.  This level is sod and topsoil. 

Feature 1 is a possible root hole and may be the reason for the slumping in this part of the yard.  
Adjacent to the unit to the north and west are extant bushes, of which this feature may 
represent another.  Excavation started at 0.44 ftbd and ended at 0.65 ftbd and consisted of 
a 10YR4/3 brown silty clay.  Artifacts recovered from Feature 1 include one nail 
fragment, one drinking glass rim fragment, and one piece of whiteware. 

Level B is a level of early-to-mid-twentieth-century fill started at 0.28 ftbd and ended at 0.98 
ftbd and consisted of a 10YR4/1 dark grey sandy loam.  Artifacts recovered from Level B 
include some plastic, a fragment of yellowware, gray-bodied stoneware, Rockingham, 
porcelain, ironstone, and a significant quantity of glass.  Also recovered were an 1893 
Indian-head penny, an iron fork, and a glass marble. 

Feature 5 started at 1.18 ftbd and ended at 1.28 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR4/3 brown silty 
clay.  No artifacts were recovered from Feature 5. This feature may represent a 
continuation of the root disturbance as excavated in Feature 1. 
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Level C  started at 0.98 ftbd and ended at 1.35 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR5/3 brown silty clay. 
Artifacts recovered from Level C are some 20th century materials like plastic, but also 
three pearlware fragments, ironstone, whiteware, Rockingham, yellowware, and molded 
bottleglass.  Also recovered was a three-piece U.S. Army button from the late nineteenth 
or early twentieth century, the period during which William Gardner served.  This level 
seems to represent the construction and earliest occupation of this house in the late 
nineteenth century. 

Level D started at 1.35 ftbd and ended at 1.6 ftbd and consisted of 50% 2.5Y5/3 light olive 
brown sandy clay mottled with 50% 2.5Y4/2 dark greyish brown sandy clay.  Artifacts 
recovered from Level D are only one nail, one piece of plastic, and one piece of 
ironstone.  This level is transitional subsoil with materials from house construction ca. 
1880. 

Feature 6 started at 1.28 ftbd and ended at 2.28 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR3/1 very dark grey 
clay.  Only one piece of iron and two pieces of bottle glass were recovered from Feature 

Figure 15: Bottom of Unit 1 Level C, showing root disturbance, which likely introduced plastic into levels C and 
below.  Thus, despite the presence of this twentieth-century material, these levels represent late nineteenth-century 

construction and occupation activities. 
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6, all from the upper 0.5 feet of the feature.  The edges of this feature are irregular and 
may represent another root disturbance in this unit.  

Level E  started at 1.60 ftbd and ended at 1.80 ftbd and consisted of 70% 10YR6/3 pale brown 
silty clay mottled with 30% 10YR3/2 very dark greyish brown silty clay.  Only very 
small quantities of brick were encountered in this level and were discarded.  This level is 
transitional subsoil with materials from house construction ca. 1880. 

Excavation ended at 1.80 ftbd at sterile soil. 

 

Interpretation 

 Modern artifacts can be found throughout the profile of Test Unit 1; however, this is most 
likely because of unidentified intrusive features like the root disturbances excavated as 
Features 1 and 5.  Because of the weather, the soils were very dry, dusty, and difficult to 
distinguish.  The proportion of modern material decreases significantly in lower levels as 
the proportion of older materials increases.  No privy or well features were identified in 
this test unit.  Level C seems to represent the earliest occupation of this site, coinciding 
with the construction of the current structure on the site by John and Eliza Green after 
they took up residence in 1879. 
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Figure 16: West Profile Unit 1 
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H F BS 

Test Unit 2 

 

Description 

Test Unit 2 measured 5’ by 5’ and was located in the center of the property at 323 South Street.  
The purpose of this unit was to test the raised terrace extending from the back of the 
house into the yard, which was suspected to be a garden.  The Test Unit was excavated to 
a depth of 3.15 feet below datum (ftbd).  Within this test unit, there were eleven 
stratigraphic levels and two features.  Due to time constraints, only a 1.5’x1.5’ square at 
the northern end of the unit, two feet east of the west wall, were excavated of levels H, I, 
and J.  This window was centered on Feature 13 because this feature had already been 
excavated. 

Level A  was the sod and grass and started at the ground surface which was 0.14 ftbd and ended 
at 0.17 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR3/2 very dark grayish brown silty loam with frequent 
coal inclusions.  Artifacts recovered from Level A included many plastic and machine-
molded glass fragments, and wire nails, as well as four sherds of ironstone. 

Level B started at 0.17 ftbd and ended at 0.63 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR6/3 pale brown silty 
clay with occasional inclusions of coal and stone and mottled with 15% 10YR6/8 
brownish yellow silty clay near the bottom of the level.    Artifacts recovered from Level 
B included many plastic fragments, machine-made bottle glass, and many nails—those 
that were identifiable were both cut and modern—as well as sherd of terra cotta planting 
pot, Chinese porcelain, white salt glazed stoneware, and whiteware.  This level most 
likely represents twentieth-century fill and created a mound on the surface of the ground.  
The bottom of level B is the bottom of the mound. 

Level C  started at 0.63 ftbd and ended at 0.78 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR7/1 light gray silty 
ash with 5% 10YR7/8 yellow clay inclusions.  Artifacts recovered from Level C included 
burned oyster shell and mammal bone with coal and clinker, possibly associated with an 
iron stove inside the house, as well as glass and architectural materials, including wire 
and cut nails, a staple, and a piece of plastic with screw marks in it.  This level is a 
combination of household and construction debris deposited as fill. 

Level D started at 0.73 ftbd and ended at 0.83 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR5/2 grayish brown 
silty clay mottled with 5% 10YR7/8 yellow clay inclusions.  Artifacts recovered from 
Level D include various types of glass, mammal bone, one sherd of hand-painted 
pearlware, and several pieces of iron from a machine.  Level D is a mottled clay fill lens. 
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Level E  started at 0.75 ftbd and ended at 1.51 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR3/2 very dark grayish 
brown loamy silt. Artifacts recovered from Level E were coal, clinker, brick, and oyster 
shell.  Level E may be a buried garden bed or topsoil fill. 

Feature 7 started at 1.26 ftbd and ended at 1.50 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR4/3 brown silty 
clay.  This clay holds water extremely well.  Artifacts recovered from Feature 7 included 
nails, ironstone, a pipe bowl fragment, glass, and bone.  Feature 7 most likely represents 
fill from a posthole. 

Level F  started at 1.51 ftbd and ended at 1.56 ftbd and consisted of a 2.5Y5/2 grayish brown 
silty loam.  Artifacts recovered from Level F included ironstone, Rockingham, and 
porcelain, including a rather fine piece of the latter with gold trim, a plastic shirt button, 
bottle glass fragments, and nails.  Level F is most likely a late nineteenth-century or early 
twentieth-century fill layer. 

Feature 13 started at 2.08 ftbd and ended at 2.12ftbd and consisted of a 10YR3/2 very dark 
greyish brown loamy clay.  It cut through Level G.  No artifacts were recovered from 
Feature 13, which represents a possible decayed tree root. 

Level G  started at 1.56 ftbd and ended at 1.97 ftbd and consisted of a 2.5Y4/3 olive brown clay.  
Artifacts recovered from Level G included bottle glass, ironstone, and mammal bones.  
Level G is most likely a late nineteenth-century domestic trash deposit. 

Level H  started at 2.04 ftbd and ended at 2.12 ftbd and consisted of a 2.5Y4/3 olive brown silty 
clay.  No artifacts were recovered from this level.  This level is subsoil. 

Level I started at 2.12 ftbd and ended at 2.25 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR3/2 very dark grayish 
brown silty clay.  No artifacts were recovered from this level.  This level is subsoil. 

Level J started at 2.25 ftbd and ended at 3.15 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR2/1 black silty clay.  
No artifacts were recovered from this level.  This level is subsoil. 

Level K  started at 3.15 ftbd and ended at 3.15 and consisted of a 10YR2/1 black clay mottled 
with 35% 10YR6/4 light yellowish brown clay with iron inclusions.  This level was not 
excavated. 

 

Excavation ended at 3.15 ftbd. 
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Interpretation 

Test Unit 1 included a layer of nineteenth-century fill underneath a possible garden bed 
or topsoil fill.  On top of that level ground lay several layers of twentieth-century fill.  
This portion of the backyard seems to consist of alternating uses as sheet midden and 
garden.  Although Feature 7 might be a posthole, no solid evidence of a structure in this 
portion of the yard was found, indicating that the central portion of the backyard has 
probably been open from the Green period.   

 

Figure 17: Base of Unit 2 Level K, showing the window excavated through layers H-K. 
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Figure 18: North Profile Unit 2 
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H FBS 

T est Unit 3 

 

Description 

T est Unit 3 measured 5’ by 5’ and was located on the southern portion of 321 South Street just northwest 
of the porch of the structure at 323 South Street.  The purpose of this unit was to identify if there 
was a builder’s trench for 323 South Street and to test the yard space in between 323 and the 
structure that used to stand between 321.  The Test Unit was excavated to a depth of 1.64 feet 
below datum (ftbd).  Within this test unit, there were six stratigraphic levels and eight 
features.   

L evel A  consisted of the sod and grass and started at the ground surface which was 0.27 ftbd and 
ended at 0.43 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR3/2 very dark greyish brown silty loam.  Artifacts 
recovered from Level A included plastic, bottle glass, wire nails, and pennies from 1977, 
1991, and 2000. 

L evel B started at 0.43 ftbd and ended at 0.51 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR5/2 greyish brown silty 
loam.  Artifacts recovered from Level B included machine-made bottle glass, pieces of 
plastic, and two pieces of fabric.  This level is most likely sheet refuse from the mid-late 
twentieth century. 

L evel C started at 0.51 ftbd and ended at 0.80 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR4/1 dark grey loamy 
silt. Artifacts recovered from Level C included large mammal bones, cut and wire nails, 
eleven glass and clay marbles, various 
kinds of twentieth-century glass, gray-
bodied stoneware, yellowware, 
Rockingham, and ironstone.  This 
level is most likely sheet refuse from 
the –mid-late twentieth century.  It is 
distinguished from Level B by mortar 
inclusions along south wall.  The 
marbles found are consistent with one 
neighborhood resident’s recounts of 
playing marbles here in the alley 
between the two houses. 

L evel D This paperwork is missing….D contained nails, mammal bone, ironstone, pearlware, a small 
amount of coal, a piece of machinery, a glass disk, various other kinds of glass, and other 
artifacts.  D is the bottommost level excavated, not counting the posthole features that cut it. 

Figure 19: Marbles from Unit 3 Level 2C 
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Feature 2A takes up the western edge of Unit 3 for the entire length, reaching 1 to 1.4 feet into the unit.  
Feature 2A started at 0.80 ftbd and was ended at 1.25 ftbd.  It lies along the western wall of the 
unit and consisted of a 10YR5/1 gray silty loam with inclusions of 7.5YR3/1 very dark gray clay.  
Artifacts recovered from Feature 2A included several bricks scattered throughout the unit in 
various alignments, nails, yellowware, ironstone, and a Swiss Army knife, as well as a US Army 
button with an eagle on it.  Feature 2A is the upper fill of a utility pipe trench.  The materials in 
this trench are likely a combination of building debris and sheet refuse from the early twentieth 
century that were re-deposited in the utility trench. 

 

 

Figure 20: Top of Unit 3 Level E2 after Features 2, 3, 4, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 had been removed.  The utility trench 
and postholes cut through the transitional subsoil here.  The postholes were originally dug near the beginning of 

occupation at the site, in the 1880s.  The large posthole and post mold at the center bottom are probably associated 
with a fence along the property line between 321 and 323 South St. 

Figure 21: Swiss Army Knife from Feature 2 Level A 

Figure 22: US Army Button from Feature 2 Level A.  
Dated to the latter nineteenth century, during which 
period William Gardner served as a Buffalo Soldier. 
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 The US Army Button in Feature 2 Level A matches one found in Unit 1 Level C and both may 
come from William Gardner’s uniform.  The configuration of the seal of the United States on the 
front of the button is that of a general staff button in the US Army manufactured between 1832 
and 1902.  The back of the button bears the maker’s mark of the Scovill Manufacturing Company 
in Waterbury, CT, and reads “SCOVILL MF’G CO. WATERBURY."  Two concentric circles of 
dots bound the words of the maker’s mark, placing the button’s manufacturing date between 1860 
and ca. 1880 (Inkspot Antiques N.d.).  This button was therefore in use during the time that 
Sergeant William Gardner served in the US Army. 

Feature 2B lies beneath Feature 2A.  Feature 2B started at 1.25 ftbd and was ended at 1.75 ftbd due to the 
discovery of a metal pipe.  This feature consisted of a 10YR 2/2 very dark brown loamy clay with 
inclusions of a 10YR5/1 gray clay.  Feature 2B differs from Feature 2A in a higher clay content 
and fewer brick inclusions.  Artifacts recovered from Feature 2B included a plastic button, cut 
and wire nails, ironstone, bricks, and brick fragments.  There were far fewer artifacts in this level 
than in Feature 2A, even accounting for the difference in volume soil excavated.  Feature 2B is 
the lower fill of a utility pipe trench that runs through this feature.  Excavation of this trench 
ceased at the depth of the pipe and the trench was pedastled. 

L evel E1 started at 0.80 ftbd and ended at 1.05 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR4/2 dark grayish brown silty 
loam.  Artifacts recovered from Level E1 included whiteware, ironstone, yellowware, American 
and Rhenish stonewares, Rockingham, bottle glass, cut and wire nails, and many mammal and 
fish bones, as well as five pieces of plastic.  The bulk of the cultural material in this level 
indicates that Level E1 is a domestic trash deposit from the late nineteenth and/or early twentieth 
century, at the end of the life of the probable fence-line associated with Features 3 and 4. 

Feature 3 lies near the center of the southern half of Unit 3.  It started at 1.00 ftbd and ended at 1.57 ftbd 
and consisted of a 10YR3/2 very dark grayish brown silty clay.  Artifacts recovered from Feature 
3 were iron fragments.  Feature 3 is an ovular posthole. 

Feature 4 lies in the southwest quadrant of Feature 3.  It started at 1.00 ftbd and ended at 2.00 ftbd and 
consisted of a 10YR2/2 very dark brown loam mottled with a 5Y7/2 light gray loam and an 
SY7/6 yellow loam, with inclusions of a 10YR4/1 dark gray clay.  Artifacts recovered from 
Feature 4 were pebbles, iron, and glass.  Feature 4 is a .2’x.2’ square postmold within Feature 3 
and is oriented on-grid with the lot and both structures. 

L evel E2 started at 1.05 ftbd and ended at 1.65 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR4/2 dark grayish brown silty 
clay mottled with 10% 10YR5/2 grayish brown silty clay.  The only artifacts recovered from 
Level E2 were three unidentified iron fragments.  Level E2 is transitional subsoil. 

Feature 8 was a small inverted-cone-shaped feature near the eastern wall of Unit 3.  It started at 1.40 ftbd 
and ended at 2.00 ftbd and consisted of a 10YR4/2 dark grayish brown loamy silt.  No artifacts 
were recovered from Feature 8. 
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Feature 9 was a circular posthole in the northeast quadrant of Unit 3, started at 1.54 ftbd and ended at 
2.05 ftbd, and consisted of a 10YR4/2 dark grayish brown silty clay.  No artifacts were recovered 
from Feature 9. 

Feature 10 was a particularly mottled portion of Level E2. 

Feature 11 was a square posthole in the southeast quadrant of Unit 3 that lay 45 degrees off-grid with the 
structures and lot, started at 1.37 ftbd and ended at 2.55 ftbd, and consisted of a 10YR5/2 grayish 
brown silty clay.  No artifacts were recovered from Feature 11. 

Feature 12 was a particularly mottled portion of Level E2. 

Excavation ended at 1.64 ftbd. 

 

Interpretation 

The space between the houses at 323 and 321 South St. was used since the late nineteenth century 
as a trash dump, first in a concentrated manner, in Level E1, and then as part of a broader sheet 
midden that extended across the entire side and back yards, as seen in Unit 2.  These deposits 
postdate several postholes, at least one of them—features 3 and 4—associated most likely with a 
fence between the two properties here.  Oral history of game-playing with marbles between the 
two houses corroborates the archaeological evidence on the creation of sheet midden in this side 
yard in the twentieth century.  The utility pipe trench in the western portion of the unit cuts the 
earlier trash deposits.  Comparing the record of utility work on this property and in this part of 
Easton would help to more closely date the contexts in this unit as pre- and post-utility-
construction. 
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Figure 23: North Profile Unit 3 
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Figure 24: East Profile Unit 3 
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Summary of A rtifacts from Test Units 1-3 

Table 1 lists some of the common artifact types found at the HFBS.  This assemblage reflects the 
site’s domestic nature in the high proportions of artifacts related to food consumption.  The large 
number of marbles also indicates the presence of children on the site. 

Table 2 breaks down some of the common artifact types that have defined dates of production by 
their period of manufacture.  Dates are based on Mullins (1988; N.d), Spude (N.d.), and Hume 
(1969).  Counts are based on artifacts that could be positively identified as belonging to a type 
with defined dates of production, and therefore exclude a large quantity of un- or under-
identified artifacts.  For example, if a bottle glass fragment could equally be hand-blown or 
machine-made, it was omitted.  This summary does not break down artifact types to their full 
extent of dateable sub-types.  Because many types of artifacts were made in more than one 
century, these artifacts are listed multiple times, once in each period.  Percentage of Total is of 
total counted artifacts.  This preliminary investigation of the assemblage at the HFBS did not 
provide enough data to isolate archaeologically-distinguishable phases of occupation.  
Nineteenth- and twentieth-century artifacts make up the preponderance of the assemblage, and 
while artifacts manufactured in the eighteenth and earlier nineteenth centuries appear at this site, 
they always appeared in layers containing later material as well.  Thus, the dates of artifacts 
across the site suggest that the first occupation of the site dates to the period from 1879, when the 
Greens leased the property, and that the site has seen fairly continuous inhabitation as a domestic 
residence from 1879-2002. 
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Table 1: Artifact Summary by Type 
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Table 2: Artifact Summary by Period 
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C H APT E R 6: C O N C L USI O NS A ND R E C O M M E ND A T I O NS 
 
 

Archaeological investigations at the Home of the Family of the Buffalo Soldier in 2011 
indicate that the site’s stratigraphy is intact and that the site can therefore support further 
research as long as its contexts continue to remain minimally disturbed.  Based on the material 
culture found at the deepest levels of test units, the John and Eliza Green period seems to 
represent the earliest occupation of this site for domestic or work space.  Because the property 
passed from the Greens to other African Americans, the entire assemblage at the site can 
therefore be connected directly to African American history on The Hill. 

Phase I and II investigations indicate that sheet midden and fill dominate the yard spaces 
at the HFBS.  A garden likely existed behind the house.  Because the Phase II survey was limited 
in scope, more certain and detailed interpretations of yard usage remain difficult and would 
require additional test units in the backyard to more clearly determine changing uses of that 
space. 

As a public excavation, fieldwork in 2011 attracted a considerable amount of interest 
from local and descendant community members, as well as members of the general public.  This 
community interest focuses on the research process and on the US Army buttons recovered from 
the site, which tie archaeological materials to persons and narratives of the past that are known 
from documentary and oral history.  As such, excavations at the HFBS enhanced extant 
community support for research, publicization, and preservation of African American heritage on 
The Hill. 

Although the site holds potential for further research, there is no present need to return to 
the HFBS for further archaeological investigation.  Some of the primary research questions of 
importance to the community, those regarding the origins of the African American community 
on The Hill, may be more readily addressed at other sites nearby because the HFBS appears not 
to have been inhabited until ca. 1879.  Certainly, the site’s assemblage holds information on the 
community’s more recent history and on changes in the community through time.  Further 
excavation at the site would contribute to questions related to this latter theme.  However, the 
more primary question of origins may be more fruitfully pursued elsewhere. 

Shifting the focus of excavation away from the HFBS also best serves the interests of 
architectural and archaeological preservation at the site.  By leaving the remainder of the site 
unexcavated for the present, we would preserve the research potential of the site and could 
leverage that research potential against demolition and construction on the site, which would 
bear negatively on both the historic architecture and archaeological integrity of the site. 
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APPE NDI X A : PR OPE R T Y H IST O R Y 
 

Date Transfer Record Set 
… … … 
December 8, 1789 William Meluy to Joseph Haskins Land records of Talbot 

County, Maryland Book 23, 
page 609. 

… … … 
September 3, 1879 John Green (black) leased from Robert 

F. Walker (white) a property “on the 
corner of South St. and East Alley (aka 
East Court, Boundary Lane; now 
Higgins St.) for 99 years at $10 per year 
rent, with option to buy at $100 at any 
time. 

Land Records of Talbot 
County, Maryland Book 91, 
page 7. 

December 28, 1880 John and Eliza Green $57 mortgage to 
Robert F. Walker 

Land Records of Talbot 
County, Maryland Book 91, 
page 9. 

1895 John Green died intestate (no will) 1895 
and leasehold, valued at $150, went to 
Eliza.  Still leasing at $10 a year 

John Green administrative 
account (1895), Talbot County 
Administrative Account Book 
EHR7, page 215. Probate 
Office, Easton, Maryland. 

April 12, 1897 Robert Walker released the mortgage 
“‘for value received’” [Greens had paid 
off the mortgage and now owned the 
house] 

Land Records of Talbot 
County, Maryland Book 91, 
page 9. 

October 12, 1896 40-year-old Eliza Green, now a widow, 
married widower 54-year-old black 
widower William Dobson and relocated 
with children to Dover Rd, to a house 
which they owned.  Probably rented out 
323 South St. 

Talbot County Marriage 
Records, 1896-1920 Book 
W.B., page 63; William 
Dobson household, 1910 US 
census, Talbot County, 
Maryland, population 
schedule, town of Easton, 
enumeration district 93, 
supervisor’s district 1, sheet 
33B, dwelling 522, family 
733, line 72, NARA 
micropublication T624, roll 
568, available at the Maryland 
Room, Talbot County Free 
Library. 

April 25, 1912 William Dobson died Burial Permit no. 1948, 
Easton, Talbot County, MD, 
25 April 1912, In Burial 
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Permits of Local Board of 
Health at Easton, Maryland, 
July 26, 1900 to Nov. 20, 
1913, Helen E. Seymour and 
R. Bernice Leonard, compilers 
(Privately Printed, Easton, 
1997). 

1915 Eliza Green Dobson sold the house on 
Dover Rd. and moved back to 323 South 
St. 

Land Records of Talbot 
County, Maryland Book 169, 
page 469; Eliza Dobson 
household, 1920 US census, 
Talbot County, Maryland, 
population schedule, city of 
Easton, enumeration district 
106, supervisors district 1, 
sheet 16B, 327 South Street, 
dwelling 332, family 344 line 
91, NARA micropublications 
T625, roll 677. 

 Eliza Skinner Green Dobson died 1929 
and left house to nephew Walter 
Skinner, who lived in Chicago.  He sold 
it to Malachi (or Malacar) and Elizabeth 
Gardner for $500 cash on 10/27/1930 
and Skinner took a mortgage from the 
Gardners.  Malacar and family moved 
from rented house at 225 East Lane 
(now Locust St.), to which they had 
moved from Grahams Alley, Easton 
since 1900. 

Parker N.p. [2002] 

1957 Malcar Gardner died 1957 and left 
house to son Edward. 

Parker N.p. [2002] 

 By 1959, house listed as vacant in city 
directory and Edward owned house at 
126 S. Locust—lived there in 1962.  
Rented 323 South St. to relative Alice 
Smith and husband James, custodian 
and porter at Tidewater Inn. 

Parker N.p. [2002] 

January 1964 Edward Gardner to Alice D. Smith and 
James W. Smith [formerly tenants] in 
Last Will and Testament. 

Parker N.p. [2002] 

1972 Alice D. and James W. Smith took 
mortgage from Talbot Bank of Easton 
Maryland 

Land Records of Talbot 
County, Maryland Liber 467, 
page 274. 

May 19, 1995 James Smith died Parker N.p. [2002] 
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August 31, 1995 Alice D. Smith to Charles Edward Hines 
Jr.[nephew; without mortgage] 

Land Records of Talbot 
County, Maryland Liber 810, 
folio 223. 

June 5, 2002 Charles Hines to Housing Authority of 
the Town of Easton 

Land Records of Talbot 
County, Maryland Liber 1067, 
folio 685 
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APPE NDI X B : SA M PL E F O R MS 
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APPE NDI X C : C A T A L O G U E C O D ES 
 
 This appendix lists the reference codes used in Appendix D (pages 85-120), the artifact 
catalogue.  They serve as a shorthand for artifact types and the reader should use Appendix C as 
a reference when reading Appendix D.  
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APPE NDI X E : Q U A L I F I C A T I O NS O F IN V EST I G A T O RS 
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APPE NDI X F : IN T E RPR E T I V E SI G N A G E USE D A T SI T E  
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APPE NDI X G : PR ESS R EPO R TS O N E X C A V A T I O N 
 

  The following includes a reference list of newspaper articles and other reports in the 
public media on the excavation at the HFBS, as well as copies of a representative sample of print 
reports.  Easton newspaper The Star Democrat has followed The Hill Project since at least 2012 
and continues to serve as a central arm of community outreach for ongoing interdisciplinary 
research on The Hill.  In addition, some regional and international media have covered this 
excavation and other segments of The Hill Project. 

Boyle, Tara 
2012 Residents, Archaeologists Dig Into History of ‘The Hill’.  Metro Connection.  

WAMU 88.5 FM.  October 12, 2012 
 
Russo, Bryan 

2012 Uncovering an African-American Neighborhood’s Long, Rich History.  Costal 
Connection.  WRAU 88.3 FM.  August 10, 2012. 
http://www.wamucoast.org/shows/2012-08/uncovering-african-american-
neighborhoods-long-rich-history, accessed September 11, 2013. 

 
Polk, Chris 
 2012 Archaeologists dig ‘The Hill’. The Star Democrat. August 5, 2012 
 
Polk, Chris 

2012 Archaeologists dig in Easton. stardem.com. 
http://www.stardem.com/life/article_a3fb4ccc-dee9-11e1-9562-
0019bb2963f4.html?mode=youtube, accessed August 5, 2012. 

 
Steven Fisher 

2012 Local Students Digging up History in Easton. WBOC-TV 16. 
http://www.wboc.com/story/19057687/local-students-digging-up-history-in-
easton, accessed August 1, 2012. 

 
Steven Fisher 

2012 Local Students Digging up History in Easton. WBOC-TV 16 Evening News. 
August 1, 2012. 

 
Polk, Chris 
 2012 A town within ‘The Hill’.  Star Democrat. April 8, 2012. 
 



137 

 

Star Democrat April 8, 2012 
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Star Democrat August 5, 2012, accompanied online by this video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=pI5jD2Xpf3g 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=pI5jD2Xpf3g
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